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The very distinguished patrraag^ 
which Your Royal Highness has he^ pleased to 
bestow on the Fine Arts in this happy country } Your 
princely munificence to that meritorious Institution, 
The Literary Fund ; but more ^specis^ly Your late 
marked encouragement of th^ Dr^una, by ponde<^ 
scendiug, in a conspicuous owiner, to grace the 
erection of the new Theatre Royal in Covent Qarden, 
and by allowing Your Bust to form the subject of the 
Coi-porate 3eal of the Subscribers to that in Drury 
I«ane ; will, it is hoped, plead my apology for having 
presumed, without Your knowledge, to dedicate to 
Your Rotal Highkess a publication which, I trust, 
will be found a useful apcessio^ to the dramatic 
department of literature^ 

Were I to deviate from the ||Timed|ate subject of 
this Work, to contemplate the general tenpur of 
Youi^ Royal Highness's administration of the Go«^ 
vernment of this United Kingdom, sinc^ your accept- 
ance of the high office of Repent, in consequence of 
the unhappy illness of Your Royal Father, our most 
beloved *and revered Sovereign^ ^ yf\M %tt\^^Sjsi^«i^ 
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would open to my view, and one in which I should 
delight to expatiate ; but, however much disposed to 
engage in Ihi^^leftsing task, I can only, upon the pre- 
sent occasion, adopt, as most expressive of my sense 
of Your magnanimity and patriotism, the sentiments 
contained in a recent unanimous resolution of the 
Corporation of London, declaring " the deep and 
" grateftil* '.sense entertained by the Court of Your 
" public virtues, and amiable and endearing qualities; 
" of the purity of Your constitutional principles, 
l8^x#flp5)Ufi*d by Your unvaried attachment to the 
"frights jpd. liberties of the people; of Your ex* 
"^^ahed forbearance and moderation during the whole 
*' of Your Royal Father's afflicting indisposition ; 
" and . of Y^our rare self*denial, in refusing to in- 
" crease t^he national expenditure by any temporary 
i* addition to Your state and dignity as Prince Re- 
*1 gent: thus practically illustrating the union which 
** mvi&t ever exi^t between the feelings of a great 
f ' and^ patriot Prince, and the happiness of a free and 
*^ loyal people," 

That the Work which, with profound respect, I 
here inscribe to Your Royal Highness, may, at some 
^vpvirable opportunity, aiford You a temporary and 
not an unwelcome relaxation from tho cares of Einn 
|)ir€, is the ardent wish of, 

i Sir, 

« 

Your Roval HiOHNEssi's 

' * ■ * - 

.; Most obedient an4 moat humble Servant, 

*:r2*r*'.oV. STEPHEN JONJIS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^QThe influx of Dramatic Writings within the last thirty yeu$ 
has been so great^ that the number of those recorded in the 
ibrmer edition of this work (1782) has been very nearly doubled 
.iathe present ; which, however, is by no means to be considered 
as a mere continuation ; for, nearly as much labour and research 
has been bestowed upon correcting throughout, and renderin|[ 
more perfect^ the portion of the work which had been before 
printed, as upon that part which may more legitimately claim to 
be considered as new. 

A vary great number of hitherto unknown or uncertain dates 
have, by the exerdse of unremitted diligence, been now ascertained; 
and many hundreds of erroneous dates have been rectified foom 
actual inspection of the original editions. It is hoped, therefore^ 
that whoever may hereafter have occasion to consult this Cata- 
logue, will not, where he may find that its dates differ from, 
former authorities, too hastily conclude that tliey must therefore 
be wrong. 

\The Editor brought to this laborious undertakmg the result off 
thirty years acquaintance with the early British Dramatists : his 
collecflkiea were, of course, numerous; yet there was an 
Qbviou9>necessity for his looking beyond their limits for materials 
lljat m%ht ediven as Well as enlarge and ianprove the Woric* 
Upon Mr. Kemjslv, therefore, he took the !liberty«o( cldfing> 
Ihou^ scarcely personally known to him. *KVu& ^«^\ ^mA'tv^ 
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and kindness that he experienced from that gentleman, and the 
libenlity with which Mr. Kemrle spontaneously offered the loan 
of bis interleaved and corrected copy of the book, as well as th« 
free use of any others in his matchless dramatic library, made an 
indelible impression on the mind of the Editor, who, before that 
tin^, had only had an opportunity of contemplating his public 

4 

diaracter, as the best living illustrator of our country's Drama- 
tists, and the ornament and honour of the British Stage* 

To Mr. Kemble's kindness, therefore, this book stands 
greatly indebted : it also owes much to the obliging communica* 
lions of James Bindley, Esq. of the Stamp Office, and 
Joseph Clarke, Esq. of Hull.-— Some useful hints, that were 
Received too late to be adopted in the body of the work, but 
which contribute to improve the Appendices, were furnished by 
the Editor's much-esteemed friend Thomas Park, Esq. F.A.S.; 
die Rer. James Eyre, of Solihull, near Birmingham; the Rev. 
James Plumptre, B. D. Fellow of Clare Hall, Cambridge; 
«nd Pbilip BjLiss, Esq. Fellow of St. John s CoU^e, Oxford. 
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^^* In the coa rse of the following work, frequent mention 
will be found oi* MS. plays destroyed by Mr. Warburton's 
f^rvant. It may be proper to state, that the fact was briefly this:, 
John Warburtoo, l^q. Somerset Herialdat Arms, bad amassed a 
very considerable c ollection of old plays, in MS. presumed to b» 
or^nalf ; but^ by some strange negligence, a servant of lys, pro* 
bat^y a cook, found easy access to these ; and, before a discovery 
iras made, had devoted, from time to time, nearly the whole 
collectioa to culini iry purposes, as waste-paper. Mr. Warbortoa 
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It is well observed by the author* of a Dissertation on the 
Theatres^ that dramatic compositions have ever been esteemed 
among the greatest productions of human genius ; and the exhibit 
tion of them on the public Stage, has by some of the wisest and 
best men in all ages been countenanced, as highly serviceable to 
the cause of virtue. 

Nothing is more certain, than that example is the strongest and 
most effectual manner oJF enforcing the precepts of wisdom ; 
and that a just theatrical representation is the best picture of 
human nature : with this peculiar advantage, that in this humaniz- 
ing and instructing academy, the young spectator may learn the 
manners of the world, without running through the perils of it. 

The same writer observes, that as pleasure is the pursuit of the 
greater part of mankind (and most justly so, while this pursuit is 
continued under the guidance of reason), all well-regulated 
states have judged it proper, both in a political and moral sense, 
to have some public exhibitions, for the entertainment of the 
people. And, indeed, what entertainment, what pleasure so 
rational, as that which is afforded by a well-written and well-acted 
play ; whence the mind receives at once its fill of improvement 
and delight ?— llius thought the wise and lettered sages of ancieut 
Greece; the Romans adopted the same sentiments, and every 
polished nation in Europe has received and cultivated the dramatic 
art. loLthis respect, our British islands have been most eminent^ 

» Cibbcr, 
'90U J. b 
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having produced admirable actors, and excellent authors, both in 
the comic and tragic style ; and sometimes also noble patrons, who 
have done honour to themselves, by becoming the friends and 
protectors of men of geaii^s. 

It is well known to the learned, at what expense the Athenians 
supported their Theatres ; and. bQW often from among their poets 
they chose governors of their provinces, generals of their armies, 
and guardians of their liberties.— Who were more jealous of their 
liberties than the Atheoiaas i Who better knew that corruption 
and debauchery are the greatest foes to liberty ? Who better knew, 
than they, that the freedom of the ITieatre (next to that of the 
Senate) wa^ l||e best SMpport of liberty, against all the undermin- 
ID^ arts of those who mfght wickedly seek to sap its foundation ? 

/if it be asked, How came the Athenians to lay out an hundred 
thousand pounds upon the decoratioiv of one single tragedy of 
S\>phocles ? may wq not answer^ It was not merely for the sak« 
of exhibiting a pompous spectacle for idleness to gaze at, but be* 
cause it was the most rational, most instructive, and most delight-* 
ful composition, tliat human wit had then arrived at ; and, con- 
sequently, the most worthy to be the entertainment of a wise and 
vicarlike najtion ? And it may be still a question-^Whether this 
public spirit ijispired Sophocles.; or, whether Sophocles inspired 
A js public spirit > 

^e divitMS Socrates assisted Euripides in bis compositionsL 
The wise Solon frequented plays, even in his decline of life; and 
Plotarch informs us, that he thought plays useful to polish the 
manners, apd igistil t^e principlies of.virtuet. 

Ap arts, and sciences increased in Rome, when learning, elo? 
qoence, and l^tcy flourish^, Lselius improved his sociali hour9 
with Teic^nqe ; a^d Stipio thought it not beneath him. tQ make 
one in so agreeable a party. Ca^ar, yiiq was aQ excellent poet 
as wi^ a^ orator^ thought t}ie fqrmer title an i^ddition to hit 
honour, and ev^ iMentioned iTieirence and Menander with great 
respect. Augustus found il^^sier to make himself sovereign of 
the world, thaH to write a good tragedy : he begnu a. play, called 
jijiax, but could not finish it. Brutus, the^ virtuouj^v thQ raoral 
£(irutus, thought his time not miseqitiloyed in a journey from 
Rome to N'aoles, onl^ to see an ^ceiienjt troop of comedians^ 
aujdf was so pleased with their performance, that he sent thensi to 
Rome, witk letta^. of recommendation to Cjcero, to take them 
under his patronage : — this too was ajt a time when the, city wa» 
under no small confusion from the murdj^r of Csesar ; yet, amidajt 
the tumults of those times, and the hurry of his qwo affairs, he 
thought the having a good company of actors of too mucb.cons^ 
quence to the public to be neglected. And in such estimation 
was Roscius held by Cicero, tb^t,. in pleading the causie of the 
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{K>et Arcbias^ he makes the most honourable tnentioo of that 
actof. 

In the days of Augustus^ when dramatic entertainments were 
the common public diversions of the people through all (he prd* 
vinces of that spacious empire ; had tliey been deemed iuimoral^ 
couM they have passed uucensurcd by all our Apostles, who at 
that time went forth by divine command to '^ convert all nations ?" 
No vice, no impiety escaped them ; not only crying sins provoked 
their censure, — they even reproved the indecencies of dress and 
indelicacies of behaviour. In many places they must certainly have 
met with Theatres. But we hear not of one poet or actor who 
received any reprimand from them. On the contrary, w6 meet 
with several passages in the writings of St. Paul, in which he te^ 
f^s to the dramatic poets, citing th^r expressions^ in coutiriitatioki 
of his own sentiments. But to come nearer our own times,*— -the 
truly pious and (earned Archbishop Tillotson, speaking of plays, gives 
this testimony in their favour, that " they might be so framed, and 
** governed by such rules, as not only to be innocently diverting, 
*' but instructive and useful, to put some follies and vices out of 
^' countenance, which cannot perhaps be so decently reproved, nor 
" so effectually exposed and corrected, any other way *." 

It is generally nuagined, that the English Stage rose later than 
the rest of its neighbours. Those who hold this opniion wiil^ 
perhaps, wonder to hear of theatrical entertainments almost as 
early as the Conquest; and yet nothing is more certain, if we 
may belkve an honest monk, one Wiliiani Stephanides, or Fitz 
Stephen, in his Desrriptio nobUissima Cwitatis Londonia, who 
nitrites thus : '^ London, instead of common interludes belonging 
" to the Theatres, has plays of a more holy subject : representa- 
*' ^ns of those miracles which the holy confessors wrought, or of 
** die soflferings wherein the glorious constancy of the martyrs did 
" appear.** This author was a monk o( Canterbury, who wrote 
in die reign of Henf'y II. and died in that of Richard I. 1191 : 
and as he does not mention these representations as novelties to 
ttie people (for he is describing all the common diversions in use 
at that time), we can hardly fix tliem lower than the Conquest ; 
«id this> we believe, is an earlier dale than any other nation of 
Europe can produce for their theatrical representations. About 
140 years after this, in the reign of Edward III. it was ordained 

* A revereftd divitie, of our own day, has thdug;ht his time not mid-s^nt, not 
tun sacred function degraded, by his descending to discuss the subject of the Stage, 
H^th a view to its improvement in a mora' or religious light. Sec Fou- Discouses on 
Sil^^t rfUfinff to ihe St'jfre : preached ar Great St. Mary's church, CHmfbridge, on 
Sunday, Sept. 25, and Sunday, Oct. 2, 180S ; with copious supplcnentary Notes^ 
By James Plumptre, B. D. Fellow of Clare Hall. 8vo. 1809. A sort of analysis 
Of tliesfe' discourses may be seen, under the head "Reformation of the Stage ^ vft.Tht 
MkhjiMm Mn^^mihey T4ii. It* trid Iri. ; but the work it9^\! VsTr<A^ N«Tsn^«OK«i^^< 
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by Act of Parliament, that a company of men called vagrant^ 
who had made masquerades through the whole city, should be 
W'b'pt out of London, because they represented scandalous tilings 
in the little alehouses, and other places where the populace as* 
sembled. What the nature of these scandalous things was, we 
are not told; whether lewd and obscene, or impious and profane; 
but we should rather think the former, for the word masquerade 
has an ill sound, and, we believe, they were no better in their in- 
fancy than at present. It is true, the mysteries of religion were 
soon after this period made very free with all over Europe, being 
represented in" so stupid and ridiculous a manner, that the stories 
of The 'New Testament in particular were thought to encourage 
libertinism and infidelity. In atl probability, therefore, the actors 
last mentioned were of that species . called mummers ; these were 
wont to stroll about the country, dressed in an antic manner, 
danciiig, mimicking, and showing postures. This practice is still 
continued in some parts of England ; but it was formerly so 
general, and drew the common people so much from their busi- 
ness, that it wsis deemed a very pernicious custom : and as these 
mummers always went masked and disguised, they were but too 
frequently encouraged to commit violent outrages, and were 
guilty of many lewd disorders. However, bad as they were, 
they seem to be the true original comedians of England ; and their 
excellence altogether consisted, as that of their successors does in 
part still, in mimicry and humour. 

In an Act of Parliament made in the 4th year of Henry IV. 
mention is made of certain wastors, master-rimours, minstrels, 
and other vagabonds, who infested the land of Wales ; " And it is 
*' enacted, that no master-rimour, minstrel, or other vagabond, 
" be in any wise sustained in the land of Wales, to make com- 
^* moiths or gatherings upon the people there." What these 
master-rimours were, which were so troublesome in Wales in par- 
ticular, we cannot tell; possibly they might be the degenerate 
descendants of the ancient bards. It is also difficult td^determine 
what is meant by their making commoiths. The word signifies, in 
W^elsh, any district, or part of a hundred or cantred, containing 
about one half of it ; that is, fifty villages ; and might possibly be 
made use of by these master-rimours when they had fixed upon a 
place to act in, and gave intimation thereof for ten or twelve miles 
round, which is a circqit that will take in about fifty villages. And 
that this was commonly done, appears from Carew's Survey of 
Cornwall^ which was written in Queen Elizabeth's time. Speak- 
ing of the diversions of the people, " The guary miracle,'* says he, 
" in English a miracle-play, is a kind of interlude, compiled in 
** Cornish, out of some Scripture history. For representing it, 
<' they raise an amphitheatre in some open fi^Id^ having the dia- 
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*' meters of its inclosed plain, some forty or fifty feet. The country- 
^^ people flock from all sides many miles off, to see and hear it ; 
*' for they have therein devils and devices to delight as well the eye 
" as the ear/' Mr. Carew has not been so exact, as to give us 
the time when these gnary miracles were exhibited in Cornwall ; 
but, by the manner of it, the custom seems to be very ancient. 

The year 1378 is the earliest date we can find, in which express 
mention is made of the representation of mysteries in England. 
In this year the scholars of Paul's school presented a petition to 
Kichard II. praying His Majesty " to prohibit some unexpert 
" people from presenting the history of the Old 1 estament, to 
" the great prejudice of the said clergy, who have been at great 
** expense in order to represent it publicly at Christmas." About 
twelve years afterwards, viz. in 1 SyO, the parish-clerks of London 
are said to have played interludes at Skinner's Well, July 18, \9y 
and 20. And again, in 1409, the tenth year of Henry IV. they 
acted at Clerkenwell (which took its name from this custom of the 
parish-clerks acting plays there), for eight days successively, a play 
concerning the Creation of the World ; at which were present most 
of the nobility and gentry of the kingdom. These instances are 
sufficient to prove that we had the mysteries here very early. How 
long they continued to be exhibited amongst us, cannot be exactly 
determined. This period one might call the dead-sleep of the 
Muses. And when this was over, they did not presently awake, 
but, in a kind of morning dream, produced the moralities that fol- 
lowed. However, these jumbled ideas had some shadow of mean* 
ing. The mysteries only represented, in a senseless manner, some 
miraculous history of the Old or New Testament : but in these 
moralities something of design appeared, a fable and a moral; 
something also of poetry ; the virtues, vices, and other affections^ 
of the mind, being frequently personified* But the moralities 
were also very often concerned wholly in religious- matters ; for 
religion then was every one's concern, and it was no wonder if each 
party employed all arts to promote it. Had they been in use 
now, tbey would, doubtless, have turned as much upon politics. 
Thus, The New Custom was certainly intended to promote the 
Reformation, when it was revived in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
And in the more early days of the Reformation, it was so co^rimon 
for the partisans of the old doctrines (and perhaps also of the new) 
to defend and illustrate their tenets this wav, that in the ^4th of 
Henry VIII. in an. Act of Parliament. made for the promoting of 
true religion, we find a clause restraining all rimors or players fr >m 
singing in songs, or playing in interludes,- any thm^ that sho»iH 
contradict the established doctrines'. It was. also ccistoniary at I.'. - 
time to act these moral and religious dramas in private houses (m: 
the ^^ification und improvement, as well asthediN^^vow^ olvi^v 
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6isfQ$nA fv»9ie9 ; and for ibis purpose the appearance of the 
per9ona of the drama was so disposed, as that iive or six actors 
might represent twenty personages. 

What has been said of the mysteries and moralities, it is hoped, 
will he sufficient just to show the reader what the nature of them 
was. We should have been glad to have been more particular ; 
but where material are uot to be had, the building must be de* 
££ient. And, to say the truth, a more particular knowledge of 
tt^iese things, any further than as it serves to show the turn and 
genius of our ancestors, and the progressive refinement of our lan- 
guage, was so little worth preserving, that the loss of it is scarcely 
to be regretted. We proceed therefore' with our subject. The 
Muse might now be said to be just awake when she began to trifle 
in the old interludes, and aimed at something Uke wit and humour* 
And for these John Heywood, the epigrammatist, undoubtedly 
claims the earliest, if not the foremost, place. He was jester to 
Kiog Henry VIII. but lived till the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
reign. Gammer Cmrton's Needle, which is generally called our 
first comedy, and not undeservedly, appeared soon after the inter- 
ludes: it is, indeed, altogether of a comic cast, and wants not 
humour, though of a low and sordid kind. And now dramatic 
writers, piopeny so called, began lo appear, and turn their talents 
to the stagje *. Henry Barker, «on of Sir Williani Parker, is said 
tq have written several tragedies and comedies in the reign of 
Henry Vni.; and one John Hoker, in 1535, wrote a comedy, 
lialkd Piscatcn, or The Fisher caught. Mr. Richard Edwards, 
who was horn in 1523 (and in the b^inuing of Queen Elizabeth's 
reigns was made one of the gentlemen of Her Majesty's chapel, 
and ipaster of the cbildpea there), being both an excellent musician 
and a good poet, wi^pte two comedies, one called Palamou and 
Arcytx^ 'vol which a cry of hounds in hunting was so well imitated, 
tliat thiB Qiieen an^ the aiulience were extreniely delighted ; the 
other called Damon ajnd' P^Aios, tnsoa the vmstfaithfuUeat Frietids^ 
About the. sai)(ie time came Tbomas^ Sackville luord Buckhurst^ 
and Thomas Norton, the writers of Qorboduc, the first dramatic 
piece of any consideration in. the English Isu^guage. Of these and 
soiQe others, heaf the judgment of Puttenham, in his jirt of 
JRoetry^ written io the reign ol Queen Elizabeth : '^ I think (say a. 
■* he). that jEor tragedy the Ijord of BMckhiurst, and Maister Edward 
' ^' Feri^s ^Per-rers}, for sucb doings as t have seen of theirs, dp 
^' deserve thfs highest price. The \^arl of Oxford, and Maister 

^. <f. SranQJs I. wil^ipg^to |)|^scr9CLi)iQ friendship x\t9i\y.Qonir2iCtji& with Henry VIII. 
"^^ Sjrnt hiii^ the. orclerpf St. Mipha^l^ by Ann^ <;}e I^pnjtmorency, QQe of the khightSj^ 
f* who aifived the 20th of Qotober 1527^ with 600 horse, ^t London; and after 
^' audience had been ^iveo, they were^on November 10 entertained- by our King, 
** at Greenwich, wifh i s^jnptiipuft itasiU amk wjtib. a. cn^ttffi^ in, which; hia (|S9S& 
-^'ffiff the Prmctss H^ry^ acted a pan.%-r-HaRB%KT, 9. 8<« 
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" Edwtirds of Her Majesty's chapfel, for comedy and interlude.** 
And in another place he snys-^-'* But the priticipal man in thift 
** profession (of poetry), at the satne time (viz. Edward VI.), \vas 
** Maister Edward Ferrys, a man of no less mirth and felicity thaA 
'^ John Hey wood, but of much more skill and magnificence in hil 
*' metre, and therefore wrote for the most part to thfe Stage in tra- 
" gedy, and sometimes in comedy or interlude ; wherein he gaV^ 
'* the King so much good recreation, as he had thereby many good 
*' rewards/* Of this Edward Ferrys, so considerabk a writer, 
we can find Do remains, tior even the titles of any thing he wrote. 
After these followed John l-jly, famous in his time for wit,, and 
having greatly improved the English language, in a romance which 
he wrote, entitled Euphiles arid his England, or The Anatomy 
of Wit ; of which it is said by the publisher of his plays : " Our 
'' nation are in his debt for a new English which he taught them, 
'' JEuphues and his England began first that language. All our 
^' ladies Were then his scholars; and that beauty in court who 
^' could not parte Euphuism, was as little regarded as she whipk 
'* now there speaks not French." This extraordmary romance, so, 
femoiis for its wit, so fashionable iil the court of Queen Elizabeth, 
and which is said to have introduced so remarkable a change in our 
language, we have seen and read. It is an unnatural affected jar- 
gon, in which the perpetual use of metaphors, allusions, allegories, 
and analogies, is to pass for wit ; and stiff bombast for language. 
And with this nonsense the court of Queen Elizabeth (whose times 
atfbrded better models for style and composition than almost any 
jsince] became miserably infected, and greatly helped to let-in all 
the vite pedantry of language in the following reign. So much 
mischief me most rffliculous instrument may do, when it is pro- 
posed^ by deviating from Nature, to improve upon her simplicity. 

Though Tragedy and Comedy began now to lift up their heads, 
yet they could do no more for some time than bluster and quibble ; 
and how imperfect they were in all dramatic art, appears from an 
excellent criticism, by Sir Philip Sidney, on the writers of that 
time. iTet tliey seein to have had a disposition to do better, had 
they known how, as appears by the several efforts they used to lick 
the lump into a shape : for some of their pieces they adorned with 
dumb-shows, some with choruses, and some they hitroduce<i and 
explained by an interlocutor. Yet, imperfect as they were, we 
had made a far better progress at this time than our neighbours tbe 
French : the Italians, indeed, by early translations of the old dra-- 
matic writers, had arrived to greater perfection ; but we were at 
least upon a footing with the other nations of Europe. 

But flow, as it were, all at once (as it happened in France, 
though in a much later period), the true drama received birth and 
perfection bom the creative genius of Shaksp^^e^ 'SVeX^tx^ vsA. 

b 4r 
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Jonsoiiy wliose several characters are so well known, that it would 
be superfluous to say any more of them. 

Having thus traced the dramatic Muse through all her cha-» 
racters and transformations, till she had acquired a reasonable 
figure, let us now return and take a more particular view of the stage 
and the actors. The first company of players that we have any 
account of, is from a patent granted, in 1574, to James Burbage, 
and others, servants to the Earl of Leicester. In 1.578 the chil- 
dren of Paul's appear to have been performers of dramatic enter-^ 
tainments. About twelve years afterwards the parish-clerks of 
XiOndon are said to have acted the mysteries at Skinner's Well. 
Which of these two companies may have been the earliest is not 
certain ; but as the children of Paul's are first mentioned, we must 
in jii{jtice give the priority to them. It is certain, that the mys- 
teries and moralities were acted by these two societies many years 
before any other regular companies appeared : and the children of 
Paul's continued to act long after tragedies and comedies came in 
vogue. It is believed, the next company regularly established was, 
the children of the royal chapel, in the beginning of Queen EHza- 
'••heth's reign; the direction of which was given to Mr. Richard 
Edwards before mentioned: and some few years afterwards, as the 
subject of the stage became more ludicrous, a company was fornied 
under the denomination of The Children of the Revels. The 
children of the chapel and of the revels became very famous ; and 
all Lyly's plays, and many of Jonson's and others, were first acted 
by them : nay, so great was their vogue and estimation, that the 
common players, as may be gathered from a scene in Hamlet *, 
grew jealous of them. Ho\yever, they served as an excellent 
nursery for the theatres ; many, who afterw^ids became approved 
actors, being educated among them. 

It is surprising to consider what a number of playhouses were 
supported in London about this time. From the year 1570 to the 

Jfear l6<^9; ^'^hen the pla} house in White Friars was finished, no 
ess than seventeen playhouses had been built. The names of 
most of them may be collected from the title-pages of old piays. 
And as the theatres were so numerous, the companies of players 
were in proportion. Besides the children of the chapel, and of 
the revels, we are told that Queen Elizabeth, at the request of Sir 
Francis Walsingham, established in handsome salaries twelve of the 
princ'pal playeis' of that time, who went under the name of Her 
Majes y's Comedians and Servants. But, exclusive of these, many 
noblemen retained companies of players^ who acted not only pri^ 
vately in their Lords' houses, but publicly under their license and 
j>rotection. Agreeably to this is the account which Stow gives 

* Act ji. sc, ?. 
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us : " Players in former tinie9 (says he) were retainers to noble- 
*^ men^ and none had the privilege to act plays but such : so 
** in Queen Elizabeth's time, many of the nobility had servants and 
** retainers who were players, and went about getting their liveli- 
" hood tliat way. The liord Admiral had players, so had 1/ord 
*' Strange, that played in the city of London : and it was usual^ 
*' on any gentleman's complaint of them for indecent reflections in 
" their plays, to have them put down. Thus once the Lord Trea- 
*' surer signiiSed to the Lord Mayor to have these players of 
*' Lord Admiral and Lord Strange prohibited, at least for some 
** time, because one Mr. Tilney had, for some reason, dishked 
" them : whereupon the Mayor sent for both companies, and gave 
'' them strict charge to forbear playing till further orders, llie 
*' Lord Admiral's players obeyed ; but the Lord Strange's, in a 
" contemptuous manner, went to the Cross Keys, and played tliat 
** afternoon: upon which the Mayor committed two of ihem to 
*' the Compter, and prohibited all playing for the future, till the 
** Treasurer's pleasure was further known. This was in 1589." 
And in another part of his Survey of Londouy speaking of the 
stage, he says, " This, which was once a recreation, and used 
*' therefor now and then Qccasionally, afterwards by abuse became 
^* a trade and calling, and so remains to this day. In those for- 
*' raer days, ingenious tradesmen, and gentlemen's servants, would 
** sometimes gather a company of themselves, and learn interludes, 
" to expose vice, or to represent the noble actions of our an- 
*' cestors. These they played at .festivals, in private houses, at 
*^ weddings, or other entertainments, but* in process of time it be- 
** came an occupation ; and these plays being commonly acted on 
'^ Sundays and festivals, the churches were forsaken, and the play- 
'^ houses thronged. Great inns were used for thi§ purpose, which 
** had secret chambers and places, as well as open stages and gal- 
^* leries. Here maids and good citizens' children were inveigled 
*' ^nd allured to private and unmeet contracts ; here were pubhclj 
*^ littered popular and seditious matters, unchaste, uncomely, and 
*' shameful speeches, and many other enormities. The consider- 
" ation of these things occasioned, in 1574, Sir James Hawe& 
^^ being Mayor, an act of Common Council, wherein it was or- 
*' dained. That no play should be openly acted within the liberty 
^* of the city, wherein should be uttered any words, examples, or 
^* doings of any unchastity, sedition, or such-like unfit and un- 
** comely matter, under the penalty of five pounds, and fourteen 
*' days imprisomnent : tliat no play should be acted till first 
^* perused and allowed by the Lord Mayor and Court of Alder- 
** men ; with many other restrictions. Yet it was provided that 
*^ this act should not extend to plays showed in private houses, the 
^^ lpd|;ings qf ^ nobleman^ citizen; or geudemain^ tot tioki^ cdL^^"^*^ 
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** tion of any marriage, or other festivity, and where tio collectioH 
^* of money ^'as made from the auditors. But these orders were 
'* not so well obsen'ed as they should be ; the lewd matters of 
^* plays increased, and they were thought dangerous to religion, 
'* the state, honesty, and manners, and also for infection in the 
*' time of sickness : wherefore they were afterwards for some time 
^' totally suppressed ; but, upon application to the Queen and 
'* Council, they were again tolerated, under the following re- 
^ strictions : lliat no plays be acted on Sundays at all, nor on 
** any holidays till after evening prayer : that no playing be in the 
** dark, nor continue any such time but as any of the auditors may 
" return to their dwellings in London before sunset, or at least 
^ before it be dark : that the Queen's players tmly be tolerated^ 
** and of them their number and certain names to be notified in the 
*' Lord Treasurer's letters to the Lord Mayor, and to the Justices 
*' of Middlesex and Surrey ; and those her players not to divide 
" themselves in several companies : and that, for breaking any of 
*' these orders, their toleration cease. But all these prescriptions 
** were not sufficient to keep them within due bounds ; but their 
'* plays, so abusive oftentimes of virtue, or particular persons, 
*' gave great offence, and occasioned many disturbances : when 
^ they were now and then stopped and prohibited." It is hoped 
this long quotation from Stow will be excused, as it serves not 
<mly to prove several facts, but to show the customs of the stage 
at that time, and the early depravity of it. But that the plays not 
only of that age, but long before, were sometimes personal satires, 
appears from a manuscript letter from Sir John Hallies to the 
Ijord Chancellor Burleigh, found among some papers belonging 
to the Hou!ie of Commons, in which the Knight accuses, his Lord- 
ship of having said several dishonourable things of him and his 
family ; particularly that his grandfather, who had then been dead 
Seventy years, was a man so remarkably covetous, that the com- 
mon players represented him before the court with great ap- 
plause. 

Thus we see the stage no sboner began to talk, than it grew 
geurrilous; and its first marks of sense were seen in ribaldry and 
iasciviousness. This occasioned much offence: the zeal of the 
pulpit, and the gravity of the city, equally concuired to condemn 
it* Many pamphlets were written on both sides. Stephen Gos- 
«on, in the year 1579> published a book, entitled T/ie School of 
Abuse ; or, A pleasant Invectke against Poets, Pipers, Plai^ers^ 
Jesters, and such like Caterpillars of the Commonwealth ; dedi- 
cated to Sir Philip Sidney. He afeo wrote Plays confuted i?i 
fht Actions ; proving that they are not to be suffered in a Chris- 
tian conmionwealdi ; dedicated to Sir Francis Walsingham. The 
tkfenddnt? in tbia controversy yme Thosfvss Lpc^e> ^^l^o w^rote a 
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pU^f called J laoking^lasffor London and England i and that 
voLuEoiiiQus draioatic tyriter, Thomas Heywood. 

But to proceed : The stage soon after recovi^ved its credit, and. 
rose to a higher pitoh than ever. In ICJOS, the first year of King 
James's reign, a license was granted, under the privy-seal, to 
Shakspeare, Fletcher, Burbage, Heminge, Condel, and others, 
authorizing them to act plays, not only at their usual house, tha 
Globe on the Bankside, but in any other part of the kingdom, 
during His Majesty's pleasure*. And now there lived together 
at this time many eminent players, concerning whom we cannot 
but lamoit that such imperfect accounts are transmitted to us. 
Ilie little, however, which is known, the reader will find collected 
together, with great accuracy, by Mr. Malone, in his Supplement 
to Shakspearey to which work we refer our readers for further in- 
formation t. 

And now the theatre seems to have been at its height of glory 
and reputation. IVrapiatic authors abounded^ and evei^ year pro- 
duced a liumber of new plays: nay, so great waa the passion at 
this time for show or representation, that it was the fashion for the 
nobility to celebrate their weddings, birth-days, and other occa- 
Mons of rejoicing, with masques smd interludes, which were exhi- 
bited with surprising expense ; that great architect Inigo Jones 
being frequei^y employed to furnish decorations with all the mag- 
nificence of his invention. The King and his Lords, the Queen, 
and her Ladies, frequently performed in these masques at court, 
and all the nobility in their own private houaes : in short, no public 
entertainment was thought coooplete without tbem ; and to this 
hufuour it ia that we owe (and perhaps it is all that we owe it) the 
inimitable Masque at Ludhw CaUle. llie same universal eager- 
ness after theatrical diversions continued during the whole reign of 
King James, and great part of Charles the First, till Puritanism, 
which had now gathered great strength, openly opposed them aa 
wicked and diaboiicaL But Puritanism, from a thousand con-, 
current causes, every day increasing, in a little time overturned the 
constitution ; and, among their many reformations, this was. one, 
the total suppression of all plays and playhouses. 

This event took plape on the 11th day of February l647> 9k 

* A copy of this fmtew^ vay^ 1|e scejn in Mi. ITnialiegr'a tdi^n of Ben JoaionV 
Works, voL i. p. Ixii. 

f See likewise Mr. Malone^s '< Inquiry into th^ Authenticity of cfertain miscel'* 
f* laneous Pbpers and legal Instruments, published Dec. 24, 1 795, and attributed- 
*' to Shakspeare, Queen Elizabeth, and Hemy Earl of Soudiajnpton/' &c. 8vo. 
1796. Also Mr. George Chaloiers's '* Apology for the Believers in the Sbakspeare 
** Papers," &c. 8vb. 1797 ; and the ** Supplemental Apology," by the same, 8vo. 
X 799. We could almost pardon the imposture of Mr. Ireland, in consideration of its 
having produced snch a Taluabk accession of early smg^ hisMirjP' as hat bwn co|r 
}ecte4 in^ the three yqlames mentioned i^ ^bifi not«« 
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\itiich time an ordinance was issued by the Lords and Commons, 
whereby all stage-players, and players of interludes and common 
plays, were declared to be rogues, and liable to be punished ac- 
cording to th^ statutes of the thirty-ninth of Queen Elizabeth, and 
seventh of King James the First. The Lord Mayor, Justices of 
the Peace, and Sheriffs of the city of London and Westminster, 
and of the counties of Middlesex and Surrey, were likewise au- 
thorized and required to pull down and demolish all playhouses 
"wilhin their jurisdiction, and apprehend any persons convicted of 
acting, who were to be publicly whipped ; after which they were 
to be bound in a recognizance to act no more ; and in case of a re- 
fusal to enter into such obligation, the parties were to be com- 
mitted until they found such security. If, after conviction, they 
offended again, ihey were thereby declared incorrigible rogues, 
and to be punished and dealt with as such. It was also declared, 
that ail money collected at playhouses should be forfeited to the 
poor ; and a penalty of live shillings was imposed on every person 
who should be present at any dramatic entertainment. 

Before the promulgation of this severe ordinance, the perform- 
ances of the stage had been frequently interrupted, even from the 
commencement of hostilities between the King and his Parlia- 
ment*. Of the several actors at that time employed in the 
theatres, the greater part, who were not prevented by age, went 
immediately into the army, and, as might be expected, took part 
with their Sovereign, whose affection for their profession had been 
shown in many instances previous to the open rupture between 
him and his people, ^fhe event of war was alike fatal to mo- 
narchy and the stage. After a violent and bloody contest, both 
fell together ; the King lost his life by the hands of an executioner; 
the theatres were abandoned and destroyed ; and those by whom 
they used to be occupied were .either killed in the wars, worn out 
with old age, or dispersed in different places, fearful of assembling, 
lest they should subject themselves to the penalty of the ordinance, 
and give offence to the ruling powers. 

Th§ fate of their royal master being determined, the surviving 
dependants on the drama were obliged again to return to the ex- 
ercise of their former profession. In the. winter of the year 1648 
they ventured to act some plays at the Cockpit; but were soon in- 
terrupted and silenced by the soldiers, ^yhQ took, them into custody 
in the midst of one of their performances, and committed them 
to prison. After this ineffectual attempt to settle at their former 
quarters, we hear no more of any public exhibition for some time. 
They still, however, kept together, and, by connivance of the com- 

* See a copy of a proclamation to this effect^ dated Sept. 1642, in ne Europenu 
^p^Mzint, vol. lii. p. 192* 
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manding officer at Whiteliall, sometimes represented privately a 
few plays at a short distance from town. They also were per- 
mitted to entertain some of the nobihty at their country-bouses^ 
where they were paid by those under whose protection they acted. 
They also obtain^ leave at particular festivals to divert the public 
at the Red Bull ; but this was not always without interruption, 
lliose at the head of affairs still continued their implacable ran- 
cour against all who were connected with polite letters, and the 
unfortunate actors who survived to this period felt the greatest dis- 
tress : a slender and precarious support was all they could obtain. 
In this situation several of them were obliged to draw forth the 
manuscripts of their contemporaries which they had in their pos- 
session^ and many plays were published which might otherwise 
have never seen the light. 

But though the fury of religious zeal seemed to threaten that the 
stage should never revive, and every method was taken which might 
tend to accomplish that design, the pleasure which had been re- 
ceived from dramatic entertainments was too strong to be totally 
overcome. Amidst the gloom of fanaticism, and while the royal 
caase was considered as desperate, Sir William Davenant, without 
mdlestation, exhibited entertainments of declamation and music, 
after the manner of the ancients, at Rutland House. He began 
in the year 1656, and two years afterwards removed to the Cock- 
pit, Drury Lane, where he performed until the eve of the Re- 
storation. 

On the appearance of that event's taking place, the retainers of 
the theatre then riemaining collected themselves together, and Jbegan 
to resume their former employment. In the year 1659} about 
the time General Monk marched with his army out of Scotland 
towards London, Mr. Rhodes, a bookseller, who had formerly 
been wardrobe-keeper to the company which acted at Black Friars, 
fitted up the Cockpit in Drury Lane. The actors he procured 
were chiefly new to the stage ; and two of them, Betterton and 
Kynaston, had been his apprentices. About the same time, the 
few performers who had belonged to the old companies assembled, 
and began to act at the Red Bull, in Saint John's Street ; and 
from the eagerness with which two patents were soon afterwards 
obtained from the Crown, it may be presumed that they met with 
a considerable share of success. Sir William Davenant, before 
the civil wars broke out, had been favoured with a patent by 
Charles the First, and therefore his claim to a new one was war- 
ranted, as w^ell by his former possession, as by his services and 
sufferings in the royal cause. The other candidate was Thomas 
Killigrew, Esq. a person who had rendered himself acceptable to 
his Sovereign, as much by his vices and follies, as by his wit; or 
attachment to him in his distress. 
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The actors who had been employed by Rhodes soon afterwards 
^ere taken Under the protection of ^ Sir William Davenant ; and 
the remains of the <Ad companies were received by Mr. Killigrew ; 
all of them were sworn by the Lord Chamberlain, as servants of 
Ihe Crown ; the former being styled the Duke of York's company^ 
and the latter that of the King. 

The King^s company, after their reinfoval from the Red Ball, 
performed in a new-bciilt house, skuated in Gibbons's Tennis 
Court, near Oare Market. But this Theatre not being well 
adapted for the use to which it was apptopriated, they were 
obliged to erect a more convenient one in Drury Lane. I'hi* 
latter was finished and opened on the 8th day of April 1663, with 
Beaumont and Fletcher s comedy of The Humorous Lieutenant, 
tvhich was acted twelve nights successively. 

During these removals of the King's company, their rivals be-* 
longing to the Duke of York were shifting tlieir places of per- 
formance, and were some time before they were wholly settled. 
From the Cockpit th^ went to a new Theatre, built in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, which was opened in the spring of tlie year J 66^, after 
several of their pkiys had been rehearsed at Apothecaries' Hall. 
But this playhouse was likewise soon discovered to be ill^ontrived 
and inconvenient, dsoA Sir William Davenant found it necessary to 
iearch out a new spot whereon to erect one more commodious. He 
fixed upon Dors^ Gaffden> iir Salisbury Cou#t, for this purpose, but 
did not live to see the edifice made any use of. This '^Theatre will 
Jbe mentioned hereafter. 

The two companies being now established at Drury Lane and 
Lincoln's Inn Fields, they each began to exert their endeavours to 
obtain- the ikvour of the town. The principal performers in the 
King's company were, of the men, Hart, Mohun> Burt, Winter- 
ad, Lacy, Cartwri^t, and Cluo; to whom> after the opening of 
Drury iMe Theatre, were added Joe Haines, Gi:iffin> Goodnnm, 
and some others. Among the women w^e,. Mrs. Corey, Mrs. 
Marshall, Mrs. Knep, and afterwards Mrs. Bouttel and Mrs» 
Eleanor Gwynv Of die Duke-s company were, Betterton^ 
Sheppy, Kynaston, Nokea, M-osely, and Floyd^ who had alt per* 
formed under Rhodes'; Harris, Priee, Richarda^ and Blagoen^ 
were added" by Sir Willmm> Davenant, whodisb^ about a year after, 
received Smith, Sandford^ Medbum, add^ two othersi The ac- 
tresses were^ Mrs. Davenport, Mrsi Sanderson*' (who afterwards 
married Mr. Betteiton), Mrc^ Davier^. and Mrs. Long ; all of 
whom boarded in the patentoe^s> house; Besides these, were Mrs, 
Gibbs, Mrs^. NcH'ris, Mrs. Holdeny. and Mrs. Jennings ; add, if 
any dependanoe may be placed* on the judgment of those who then 
frequented plajs^ tbepe w^e mom exoeUent perfoannen in each 
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eampanj tiban have eftr been seen together at any one time siace 
th«t period. 

The avidity of the public for dieatrical entertainnents suffi* 
ciently recompensed, for a considerable time, the assiduity of the 
performers, and the expectations of the managers and proprietors. 
Their stx^cess was, however, soon interrupted by national calami- 
ties. In l66d, the ph^ue broke out in London with great vio« 
l^njce ; sind in the succeeding year, the fire, which destroyed the 
metropolis, put a stop to tne further progress of stage-pei^ 
formances. 

After a discontinuance of eighteen months, both houses wens 
again opened at Christmas 1666. The miseries occasioned by Urn 
plague and fire were forgotten, and public diversions were again 
followed with as much es^emess as they had been before their 
interruption. Both companies were at first successful ; but after 
the novelty of the several performers was worn away, and their 
stock of ^^s had been repeated until they became familiar, the 
Duke's company, excellent as they were allowed to be, felt their 
inferiority by the slender audiences they were able to draw toge- 
ther. This consideration induced Sir William Davenant to try 
the effects of a new Theatre, built with greater magnificence than 
Aat in Lincoln's Inn Fields, and he chose Dorset Garden, probaMy 
where the old playhouse in Salisbury Court stood, as a proper 
fdace for the purpose ; but before diis Hieatre was finished he. 
died; and- on that event die management of his property therein 
came inta the hands of his widow Lady Davenant, Mr. Betterton^ 
and Mr. Harris, assisted by Charles Davenant, after\vards well 
known as a politician and civil lawyer. This new house was 
<^ietted in N^vembeir 1671^ notwithstanding an opposition made 
4e it by the^eity of London. But the opinion of the public still 
incliaittg to. the King's company, Mr. Davenant was obliged to 
Imva mcoume to a new species of entertainment. He determined, 
'tQ caU in the assistance of show and sound; he increased the 
^ilendonr of hia scenery, and introduced music, singing, and 
dfmoing, into some of the pieces represented. Dramatic operas^ 
jwatli expensiv^e decorations, soon came into fashion, and enabled 
^he Duke's company to obtain an advantage over their competi« 
tojsa^ vribch they w^ere confessedly not entitled to by their merit. 

Sbmi; after the Duke's company began to act in tlieir new 
Theatre^ an. accident happened, which must have disabled their 
antagenisti^ from- contenc^ng with- them for a short (ime. h\ 
Jamtanf' 1671-2', the playhouse in Dniry Lane took fire, and was 
entirely/ demoliAed; Ihe violence of the conflagration was so 
fjml, that between' fifty and sisty adjoining* houses were burnt 
ecUowoiiip. 

die company belongifl^ to tfai» house removed^ we 



INTRODUCTION, 

liave not been able to discover, though we find they continued 
to act in the several years which intervened between the destruc- 
tion of the old house and its being rebuilt ; and from the series of 
plays which they produced, it seems probable that they im- 
mediately occupied some Theatre which then remained unused. 
The proprietors of the old playhouse, after they had recovered 
from the consternation which this accident had thrown them into, 
resolved to rebuild their Iheatre, with such improvements as 
Blight be suggested ; and for that purpose employed Sir Christo- 
pher Wren, the most celebrated architect of his time, to draw the 
design, and superintend the execution of it. The plan which he 
produced, in the opinion of those who were well able to judge of 
it, was such a one as was alike calculated for die advantage of the 
perfonners and spectators ; and the several alterations afterwards 
made in it, so far from being improvements, contributed only to 
defeat the intention of the architect, and to spoil the building. 

The new Theatre, being finished, was opened on the Sfith of 
March 1674. On this occasion a prologue and epilogue were 
•delivered, both written by Mr. Dryden, in which the plainness 
and want of ornament in the house, compared wiih that in Dorset 
Gardens, were particularly mentioned. The encouragement given 
to the latter, on aiK^ount of its scenery and decorations, was not 
forgotten ; and as an apology for the deficiency of embellishment, 
which was to be found in the former, the direction of His Majesty 
is expressly asserted. That the concerns of the stage were some- 
times thought not unworthy the notice of royalty, is very well 
known. 

The preference given to Davenant's Theatre, on account of its 
scenery and decorations, alarmed those belonging to the rival house. 
To stop the progress of the public taste, and to divert it towards 
themselves, they endeavoured to ridicule the performances which 
were so much followed. The person employed for this purpose 
was lliomas Dufiet, who parodied The Tempest^ Macbeth^ and 
Psyche: these efforts were, however, ineffectual. The Duke's 
Theatre continued to be frequented ; the victory of sound and 
show over sense and reason was as complete in the Theatre at this 
period as it hath often been since; The King's Theatre languished; 
but the great expenses incurred at the^other diminished their gains 
to such a degree, that after a few years the leaders in each disco- 
vered that it would be for their mutual advantage to unite their 
interests together, and open but one house. Of those who oii- 
guially belonged to Killigrew's company, several had quoted the 
stage, some were dead, and the chief who remained began to ex- 
perience the infirmities of age. These considerations induced 
them to listen to overtures from Davenant, Betterton, and Smith, 
who entered into an agreement with Hart and Kynaston^ which 
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effectually detached those performers from the King's Theatre. 
Their revolt, and the influence \ihich they possessed, seem to 
have effected the union sooner than it otherwise might have been 
agreed to, though it could not have been preveqted any length of 
time, having been recommended by the King. The junction took 
place in the year 16B2 ; on which event the Duke's company 
quitted Dorset Gardens, and removed to Druiy Lane. Hart per- 
formed no more, but retired on a pension ; and Mohun soon after- 
wards died. The remainder of the troop were incorporated with 
the Duke's, and thenceforth were styled the King's company. 

The advantages which were expected to follow this junction do 
not appear to have been the consequence of it. Though the 
patents were united, the profits to the proprietors and performers 
seem not to have been iiicreased. The old patentees either sold 
their authority to new adventurers, or relinquished all their atten- 
tion to the management. On the 30th of J\ugust l687> Mr. 
Charles Davenant assigned his patent to Alexander Davenaut, Esq. 
who, on the 24th of March 1 690, sold his interest therein to 
Christopher Rich, a lawyer, whose name is often to be found in 
the future annals of the Theatre. This gentleman, who was not 
possessed of abilities calculated to make the stag^ flourish under 
his administration, soon contrived to engross tlie whole power 
into his own hands. By various instances of mismanagement, he 
alienated the affectipns of the principal performers from him, and 
by wanton oppressions provoked them to attempt their deliverance 
from the tyranny he exercised over them. An association of the 
actors was entered into, with Betterton at the head of it. Their 
complaint, by means of the Earl of Dorset, was laid before King 
William, and was considered of sufficient importance to engage 
the attention of His Majesty. The principal lawyers at that 
period were consulted, who agreed that the grants from King 
Charles to Killigrew and Davenant did not preclude the reigning 

Erince from giving a similar authority to any person with whom 
e might choose to intrust it. In consequence of this opinion, a 
license was granted to a select number of the players, to act in a 
separate Theatre for themselves. 

This favour being obtained, a subscription was set on foot for 
building a new Theatre within the walls of the Tennis Court, in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields. The people of quality, to show their sense 
of the ill treatment which the actors had received, contributed 
very liberally for this purpose. The patentees became sensible of 
the folly of their conduct, and, to repair the mischief they had 
done themselves, endeavoured to retain as many of the actors as 
they could engage. To supply the places of some who had left 
them, they brought a few new performers from tha companies in 
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the country, and made the best disposition they were able to 
encounter their enemies. 

The Theatre in Lincoln's Inn Pields was opened on the 
SOth of April 1605, with the new comedy of Love for 
LovCf which was acted with extraordinary success during the 
I'emainder of the season. The new adventurers, however, i 
'met with an opposition from a quarter where it was not ex- 
pected. A number of the inhabitants of Lincoln's Inn Fields, 
nnding themselves incommoded by the concourse of coaches 
which the playhouse drew together, had recourse to the law, to 
remedy the inconveniences they suffered. In Trinity Term, they 
moved the Court of King's Bench for a prohibition to restrain the 
company from acting any longer at the new house ; and a rule be- 
ing granted, cause was shown against it in the succeeding term, 
when further time was allowed to each party to come before the 
court more fully prepared to support and invalidate their several 
suggestions. The event of this lawsuit can only be conjectured 
from the company's being permitted to act until their removal to 
the Haymarket. 

The prosperity of the new house was of no long continuance. 
After one or two years success, the audiences began to decline, 
and it was found that two rival Theatres were more than the town 
was able to support. The old house suffered all the distresses 
which obstinacy and ignorance in a manager, at the head of a raw 
unexperienced set of actors, could produce. Having little ju^- 
ment to direct him in the conduct of a Theatre, he not only 
permitted the best plays to be mangled by the most despicable 
performers, but, by the introduction of tumblers and buffoons, and 
other extravagances, brought the entertainments of the stage to the 
lowest degree of contempt. He persisted, howevet, to the last 
in the same mode of conduct, which his son afterwards followed, 
and by that means had a greater influence on the present public 
entertainments than at first siglit would be thought probable. 

While the rival Theatres were contending against each other 
with inveterate malice, an enemy to the very toleration of dramatic 
entertainments appeared, who, with considerable ability, and widi 
all the rigid puritanical maxims of a severe sect, attacked the stage 
on account of its profaneness and immorality. ^Iliis was the ce^ 
lebrated Jeremy Collier, who, in 16D7, published a book, con- 
taining, a severe invective gainst the acting of plays, the proff iga<9 
of the performers, and the licentiousness of the poets ; and having 
some truth and justice on his side, the advocates for the Theatre 
found themselves hard pressed to answer the charges brought 
against their favourite diversion; It cannot be denied but that 

many authors, and some in great favour with the public, had 

written in a manner which wammted ^ censure of eVery parsot 
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who professed the least regard to propriety or decency. Mr. 
Collier was opposed by Congreve, Vanbrugh, Dryden, Deouis, 
and others^ with wit and humour, but without confuting the 
objections which had been started, either against themselves iudi* 
vidually, or against the stage in general. The public opinion ran 
so much against the defenders of the Theatre, and in favour of their 
enemy, that King William considered Mr. Collier's book as a 
work which entitled the author of it to some lenity in a prosecu- 
tion then carrying on in consequence of errors in his political con- 
duct. This controversy produced as much aS could be wished for 
from it. Mr. Cibber observes, the calling our dramatic writers 
to this strict account '* had a very wholesome effect upon those 
*' who writ after this time. They were now a great deal mpre 
'' upon their guard ; indecencies vi ere no longer wit ; and by de- 
*' grees the fair sex came again to fill the boxes on the first day of 
1 '^ a new comedy, without fear or censure." 

i To forward the stage's reformation, prosecutions were com- 
) menced against some of the performers for repeating profane and 
indecent words. Several were found guilty; and Betterton and 
. Mrs. Bracegirdle were actually fined. These severities were not 
, entirely thrown away. From this period may be dated the intro- 
1 duction of that more refined taste, which hatli done so much credit 
» to the British Theatre. 

f The managers, acting under the united patents, had hitherto 
' made use of both the Theatres in Dorset Garden and Drury Lane; 
T but about this time the former of these houses was deserted. Ths 
e company which had been left by Betterton and his party, after 
c Jitruggling with unequal force against the excellent performers 
t who listed under the baimer of that respectable veteran, began 
i now to remove the prejudices which had been entertained against 
i them, and to claim their share of applause. Many of them were; 
ill. much improved. They had the advantage of youth ; and having 
I had the opportunity of exhibiting themselves in new characters, 
ff. where comparisons to their disadvantage could not be made, they 
i began to be viewed in a more favourable light. In the mean time^ 

3 3etterton and some of his associates were dally losing ground, 
, tkrou^ old age. Their system of management, which had been 
e'^ hastily settled, deprived their principal friend of that authority 
y which is necessary for the person who undertakes to govorn any 
ct body of people, and especially those who belong to a Theatre. 
^ The house i^lf was too small, and poorly fitted up ; in short, 
n very insufficient for the purposes of profit or splendour. Theso 
ii; considerations induced Sir John Vanbrugh to prgc^ire subscript 
I tions for erecting a new and magnificent playhouse in the Hay- 
^ market, calculated to do honour to the architect <uid to the nation, 
asd at the same tim^ produce wealth to thuise who were cob- 
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cerned in it. The sum of SOOOl. wad immediately raided, and th^ 
building begun under Sir John's direction. 

On this scheme being proposed, it ixas agreed that Mr. Better^ 
ton should assign over to Vanbrugh his license to perform, and for 
the future serve only as an actor, without any concern in the conduct 
or direction of the Theatre. The proposal was readily assented to on 
the part of Betterton. He had now been upon the stage between 
forty and fifty years^ and found the infirmities of age beginning to 
make infoads upon his constitution. He was therefore desirous 
of repose, and to be relieved from the fatigues of management! 
In the latter part of the year 1704, he performed his part of the 
agreement, by surrendering to Sir John Vanbrugh all his right and 
interest in the license granted to him. Tlie new proprietor asso- 
ciated himself with Mr. Congreve, and, from the joint abilities of 
such excellent writers, great expectations were formed. On the 
9th of April 1705, the Theatre was opened with an Italian opera, 
which did not meet with the success expected from it. The 
failure of their first hope obliged the principal manager to exert 
himself; and he accordingly, with that happy facility which ac- 
companied him in writing, immediately produced no less than four 
new pieces. But these were insufficient to bring the Theatre into 
reputation. It was soon found, that the architect of it was better 
qualified to support the stage by his writings than to construct 
bouses to act his performances in. Every piece represented ap- 
peared under manifest disadvantage. The edifice was a vast 
triumphal piece of architecture, wholly unfit for every purpose of 
convenience; the massy columns, the gilded cornices, and lofty 
roofs, availed very little, when scarcely one word in ten could be 
distinctly beard, for it had not then the form it has now. ^' At 
** the first opening it," says Mr. Gibber, " the flat ceiling, that is 
'* now over the orchestre, was then a semi-oval arch, that sprung 
" fifteen feet higher from above the cornice. The ceiling over the 
'* pit too was still more raised, being one level line from the 
** highest back part of the upper gallery to the front of the stage; 
•** the front boxes were a continued semicircle to the bare walls of 
'^ the house on each side : this extraordinary and superfluous space 
" occasioned such an undulation from the voice of every actof, 
** that generally what they said sounded like the gabbling of so many 
*' people in die lofty aisles in a cathedral. The tone of a 
•" trumpet, or the swell of an eunuch's holding note, 'tis true, 
'^ might be sweetened by it ; but the articulate sounds of a speak- 
** ing voice were drowned by the hollow reverberations of one 
'* word under another." To these disadvantages the situation 
might be added ; it had not at that time the benefit of a large city, 
' which hath since been built in its neighbourhood, and it was too 
remote from the then fr^ueaters of the Theatre to be much attended 
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hj tbem. All these circumstances uniting together, afforded so little 
prospect of profit or success, that, in a few months, Mr. CongrevQ 
-gave up his share and interest wholly to Sir John Vanbrugh ; who, 
at the end of the second season, either finding the gains which 
arose from the management too few, or the trouble arising from 
bis attendance on it too much, grew also disgusted with his situa- 
tion, and wished to be relieved from it. But of so little value was 
the Theatre considered at that juncture, that no person thought it 
Qf consequence enough to apply for it. At length it was offered 
tp Mr. Owen Mac Swiny, a mere adventurer, without property, 
who had been employed by Mr. Rich as under-manager, and 
who, with the concurrence of his principal, agreed for it at the 
rate of five pounds for every acting day, and not to exceed 700/. 
in the year. The new manager entered upon his undertaking in 
the latter part of the year 1706, and at the end of the first season 
foqnd that he had considerably improved his fortune. 

Frpm the time that ft^r. Rich got possession of Drury Lane 
Theatre, he bad paid no regard to the property of any of the 
jKirties who had joint interests with him, but proceeded as though he 
was sole proprietor of it. Whatever he received he kept to him- 
self, without accounting to any of his partners ; and he had con- 
^ued this mode of conduct so long, that those who had any 
iclaims on the Theatre abandoned them, in despair of ever receiv- 
ing any advantage from them. T)ie concerns of the playhouse 
were thought of so little worth, that about this time Sir 'Fhomas 
Skipwith, who, Cibber says, had an equal right with Rich, in a 
firolic, made a present of his share to Colonel Brett, a gentleman 
Qf fortune, who soon after forced himself into the management, 
much against the inclination of his partner. The ill effect of two 
playhouses being open at once, in point of profit, appeared so 
evident to Mr. Brett, that the first object he dedicated his atten- 
tion to was a reunion of the twp companies ; and through the 
interposition of the l^rd Chamberlain, he effected it in the year 
1708. It was then resolved, that the Theatre in the Hay market 
should be appropriated to Italian operas, and that in Drury Lane 
%o plays. The one was given to Swiny, and the o.^her continued 
wiMi Rich and Brett ; the latter of whom, conducting the business 
of it in a different manucr from what it ha4 heretofore been, 
brought it onc^ more into so good a. state, that Sir Thomas 
Skipwith repented oif his generosity, and applied to the Court o^ 
Chancery to have the property he had given ^way restored to him. 
Colonel Brett, offended at this treatment, relinquished his, claim ; 
^nd Mr. Rich again possessed himself of all the powers of the 
ipatent. 

Instead of being warned, by the experience of past times, to 
l^yo^ the difi^culties which a tyrannical and oppressive foehavious 
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to the performers had created, the acting manager resumed his 
former conduct^ without fearing or apprehending any resistance to 
his measures. An application to the Lord Chamberlain was the 
consequertce ; and that officer, who was supposed to possess both 
an absolute and undetinable authority over the stage, agreed to 
permit as many of the actors as chose to engage w ith S winy to 
desert from l^rury Lane, and act at the Haymarket. A private 
treaty was accordmgJy entered into ; and Wilks, Dogget, and 
Cibber, were proposed to be managers and joint-sharers with 
Swiny in conducting the llieatre, which for the future was to be 
used both as a play-house and an opera-house. After all the prelimi* 
naries were settled, the Lord Chamberlain issued an order, dated 
7th of June J7W, forbidding the patentees to perform any longer; 
on which the house was shut up. 

The deserters immediately began to alter the Haymarket 
Theatre, in order to obviate the inconveniences of its original con- 
struction, and make it fit for the representation of dramatic per- 
formances. Jhey began to act in the winter of 170i); and 
their audiences so nmch exceeded their expectations, that they 
wrould have had every reason to be content with the change which 
had happened, if the direction of the operas, whch this season 
began to decline, had not greatly diminished their profits. On the 
whole, however, tliey appear to have received hiore tlian they had 
done at Drury Lane, and therefore were not dissatisfied with their 
emancipation from the authority of their former governor. 

The power of the Chamberlain had always been implicitly 
acknowledged. T.Tiose therefore who had any concern in the in- 
terdicted Theatre patiently submitted to the prohibition, and had 
recourse only to supplications in order to procure a revocation of 
tlie silencing order. As it was put in execution so late in the sea- 
son, no immediate detriment ensued; and it was generally ex- 
pected, that, as tlie time of acting approached in the following 
winter, the proprietors would be permitted to open their house. 
The summer was taken up in petitions to the Chamberlain, and 
appeals to the Queen's justice and humanity, both from the pa- 
tentees and players. The applications, however, were not crowned 
with success; the order was still continued in force, and at the 
beginning of the season one I'heatre only was employed. 

As soon as it appeared with certainty that the old manager 
would not be able to obtain a recall of the order for silencing the 
patent, one who had some property in the house, and who had 

i'oined in all the applications to be relieved against the Chamber- 
ain's mandate, determined to avail himself of his interest at court, 
and profit by the distress of his partners. This was William CoU 
lier, Esq. a lawyer, of an enterprising head and a jovial heart* 
He was a member of Parliament; and by his convivial qualities 
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Kad become a favourite with the people then in power, and ivas 
often admitted to partake with them in those detached hours of 
life when business was to give way to pleasure. 

This gentleman, observing the situation of theatrical affairs to 
be desperate in the hands of Mr. Rich, applied for and obtained a 
license to take the management of die company left at Drury 
Lane. The late patentee, who still continued in the Theatre, 
though without the power of using it, was not to be removed 
without compulsion. Mr. Collier, therefore, procured a lease of 
the house from the landlords of it, and, armed witli this authority, 
took the advantage of a rejoicing night, the 22d of November, 
when, with a hired rabble, he broke into the premises, and turned 
the former owner out of possession. 

Here ended the power of Mr. Rich over the Theatres. After, 
his expulsion from Drury Lane, he employed the remainder of his 
life in rebuilding the playhouse in JLdnco?n's Inn Fields, which 
was opened abcmt six weeks after his death by his son, in the year 
1714, widi the comedy of The Recruiting Officer. Both this 
llieatre and its manager will b^ mentioned hereafter. 

The scheme which Mr. Collier had engaged in did not prosper 
9CCordii^ to his wishes ; the profits of the season were very small, 
and by no means a compensation for the trouble, risk, and ex- 
pense, which he had been at in seating himself on the theatrical 
throne. The joint-sharers at the Haymarket had acquired both 
&me and money ; he therefore meditated an exchange of Theatres 
with them, and, by again employing his influence at court, soon 
effected it. By the agreement which was then entered into be- 
tween the rival managers, the sole license for acting plays was 
vested in Swiny iind his partners ; and the performance of operas 
was to be confined to the Haymarket, under the direction of 
Collier. 

The authority which this gentleman had now obtained in tho 
Opera-bouse, he immediately farmed to Aaron Hill, Esq. for 
600/» per annum ; but before die season expired, he resumed the 
management again into bis own hailds. The flourishing state of 
Drury Lane had attracted his notice and envy. He grew again 
dissatisfied with his station, and proposed once more to return to 
the stage he bad abandoned. The same power which had hitherto 
IKipported him in his caprices still continued to favour him. 
Swiny was obliged to return to the Haymarket; and Collier, 
Wilks, Dogget, and Cibber, remained at Drury Lane, where, 
from tbi|Bi period, the abilities, industry, and integrity of the 
managers, brought their llieatre into so much reputation, that it 
became to them the source of independence during the rest of their 
\kves. On the contrary, at the end of the first season, Swiny wat 

c4 



xxxH INTRODUCTION. 

ruined at the Haymarketi and obliged to banish himself from th^ 
kingdom. 

As soon as the new regulation was settled. Collier rendered his^ 
$hare a sinecure, and agreed to accept a certain sum annually in 
lieu of all claims, in 171^9 the tragedy of Cato was acted, 
wherein Mr. Booth acquired so much reputation, that he was 
encouraged to solicit for a share in the management of the The- 
atre, and was gratified in it during the succeeding year. On hia 
introduction, Dogget, in disgust, retired from the management, 
to which he never afterwards returned. 

In the year 1714 Queen Anne died: and, among the changes 
which that event brought about, the management of Drury Lane 
Theatre was not too inconsiderable to attract the notice of the 
court At the desire of the acting managers. Sir Richard Steele 

{)rocured his name to be inserted, instead of Collier's, in a new 
icense jointly with them ; and this connexion lasted many years, 
equally to the advantage of all the parties. In this year, the pro- 
hibition, which the patent had been long under, was removed ; 
and Lincoln's Inn Fields Theatre opened under the direction of 
the late Mr. John Rich. 

No sooner were dramatic performances permitted at two 
Theatres, than the manager of the weaker company M^as obliged 
to have recourse to foreign aid, and to oppose his antagonists with 
other weapons than the merits of his actors, or the excellence of 
the pieces represented by them. The performers who were under 
Mr. Rich's direction were so much inferior to those at Drury 
Lane, that the latter carried away all the applause and favour of 
the town. In this distress, the. genius of the new manager sug- 
gested to him a species of entertainment, which hath always been 
considered as contemptible, but which at the same time hath been 
ever followed and encouraged. Pantomimes were now brought 
forward ; and, as sound and show had in the last century obtained 
a victory over sense and reason, the same event would have fol-*' 
lowed again, if the company at Drury Lane had not, from the 
experience of past times, thought it advisable to adopt the same 
measures. The fertility of Mr. Rich's invention in these exotic 
entertainments, and the excellence of his own performance in 
them, must be ever acknowledged. By means of these only, he' 
kept the managers of the other house at all times from relaxing 
their diligence ; and, to .the disgrace of public taste, frequently 
obtained more money by such ridiculous. and paltry performances, 
Ihan all the sterling merit of the rival Theatre was able to acquire. 

The business of the stage was carried oh successfully, and with- 
out interruption, until about the yeai^ 17^0; when on a disgust 
which the Duk^ of Newcastle, then Lord Chamberlain, had re- 
ceived from Mr. Cibber, that gentleman was for some time fot-^ 
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bidden to perforin; and soon after a difference arising between 
the same nobleman and Sir Richard Steely, the power which had 
been often exercised by the persons who had held his Grace's 
office was exerted, and an order of sileiice was enforced against 
the managers. On this occasion a controversy succeeded ; but 
how long the prohibition lasted, or in what manuer tiie dift'erence 
was adjusted, no where appears. 

In tiiis year 1720, a new playhouse was erected in the Hay- 
market, by one Mr. Potter, a carpenter. It was not built for any 
particular person or company, but se^ms to have been intended as 
a mere speculation by the architect, who relied on its being occa* 
^ionally hired for dramatic exhibitions. 

The harmony which had subsisted for many years between Sir 
Richard Steele and his partners was soon afterwards interrupted, 
and the affairs of the Theatre became again the objects of ^ 
Chancery litigation, which, in 1726, was determined in favour 
of the acting proprietors by a decree of Sir Joseph Jekyll, then 
Master of the Rolls. The breach, however, which this dispute 
had made would perhaps never have been healed, had Sir Ricnard 
been able to have resumed his share of the management. His 
faculties at this time began to declise : he soon afterwards retired 
into Wales, where he died on the 1st of September 1729. 

As the powers of the patent granted to him terminated at the 
end of three years after his death, the remaining managers soli- 
cited and obtained a renewal of the authority for twenty-one years, 
commencing on the 1st of September 1732; but the prosperous 
course of their affairs was doomed about this time to be first 
checked, and afterwards put ah end to, by the illness and ileaths 
of the principal persons concerned in tlie I'beatre. Booth was 
rendered incapable of performing for several years before he died. 
On the S3d of October 1730, the stage suffered an irreparable 
loss by the cleath of Mrs. Oldfield ; and about the same time Mrs. 
I'orter was prevented from acting by the misfortune of a dislo- 
cated limb. To complete the whole, Wilks died in September 
1731 ; and Cibber, dishkiug his new partners^ grew weary of bis 
^are, and took the earhest opportunity of parting with it. 

The number of J heatres in London was this year [1729] in- 
cre^ed, by the addition of one in Goodman's Fields, which met 
with great opposition from many respectable merchants and grave 
citizens^ who apprehended much mischief from the introduction 
of these kinds of diversions so near to their own habitations. 
Some of the clergy also took the alarm, and {.reached with vehe- 
mence against it. Mr. Odeil, however, the proprietor, was not 
fieterred 'from pursuing his design ; lie completed the building, 
and, having collected a company, began to perform in it. It is 
^i^BCitedj that for some time be got not less than one hundred 
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pooncls a week by this undertaking ; but the clamour against it 
coalinoingy he wad obliged to abmdon the future prosecution of 
bis scheme ; by which means he sustained a considerable loss. It 
was afterwards revived by Mr. Giffard with some degree of success. 

The patent for Drury Lane being renewed^ Mr. Booth, who 
found bis disorder increase, began to think it was time to dispose 
of his share and interest in the Theatre. ' The person upon whcmi 
lie fixed for a purchaser was John Highmore, Esq. a gentleman of 
fe^tune, who unhappily had contracted an attachment to the stage^ 
from having performed the part of Lothario one night for a wager. 
A treaty between them was set on foot soon after Mr. Wilks s 
death, and was concluded by Mr. Highmore's agreeing to pur- 
ckase one half of Mr. Booth's share, with the whole of his power 
m the management, for the sum of two thousand five hundred 
|ioauds. Before his admission, Mrs. Wilks had deputed Mr. 
£lli8 to attend to the conduct of the Theatre in her behalf. The 
introduction of two people into the management, who were to- 
tally imqualified either by their abilities or experience for the 
' offices they were to fill, gave offence to Mr. 'Cibber : he there- 
fore, to avoid being troubled with the importance of the one or 
the ^norance of the other of his brethren, authorized his som 
Theophilus to act for him as far as his interest was concerned* 
The first season was ended with some profit to the patentees ; but 
Mr. Highmore, being hurt by the impertinence of young Cibber, 
4eterDuned to get rid of his interference, and purchased the father's 
dtare for the stun of three thousand guineas. 

This second purchase by Mr. Highmore was made at the be- 
ginning of the season of 1733, about the same time that Mrs. 
ik)Oth sold her husband's remaining i^re to Mr. Giffaid. Mr. 
Highmore's connexion with the Theatre began now to be attended 
with alarming consequences to him ; two weeks had hardly passed 
Irefore the principal actors, spirited up by young Gibber, deter- 
mined to revolt Irom the patentees, and set up for themselves, llie 
boose called the Little Theatre in the Haymarket, was then un- 
occupied ; they therefore agreed te rent it of the proprietor, and, 
after making the necessary alterations, opened it with the comedy 
of Love for Love, to an elegant crowded audience. 

The patentees also, though weakened by the desertion of their 
best performers, began to act at the usual time. To supply the 
j^aces of those who had left their service, they, were obliged to 
bave recourse to such assistance as the country companies would 
afford. With all the help they could obtain, their performances 
were so much inferior to those exhibited at the Haymarket, that* 
a constant loss was sustained until the end of the season. Mr. 
Highmore in the mean time buoyed himself up with hopes of ob- 
lakiing retires, finit firom the Lord Chamberlain^ and aftierwarda 
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by putting the laws concerning vagrants in force against the delin<^ 
quent players. In both these expectations he founid himself dis- 
appointed. The losses fell so heavy upon him^ that he was under 
the necessity of giving up the contention, in order to secure a small 
part of the property be had imprudently risked in this unfortunate 
undertaking. 

The person who now succeeded to the patent of Drury Lane play- 
liouse was Charles Fleetwood, Esq. a gentleman wlio at one period 
of his life had possessed a very large fortune, of which at this time 
a small portion only remained. He purchased not onl^ the share 
belonging to Mr. Highmore, but those of all the other partners ; 
and so little value was then set upon the Theatre, that the whole 
sum which he disbursed for it hardly more than exceeded the half 
of what Mr. Highmore had before paid. The revolting actors 
were by this time become dissatisfied with their situations. A 
treaty was dierefore opened, and soon concluded, for their return 
to Ihury Lane. 

Although dramatic entertainments were not at this time sup* 
ported by the abilities of any actors of extraordinary merit, and die 
characters of those excellent performers who had lately been lost 
from Drury Lane were very ill supplied, yet this period seems t<» 
have been particularly marked by a spirit of enterprise wlych pre- 
vailed in theatrical aftairs. The ill fortune of Mr. Odell, ift 
Goodman's Fields, had not extinguished the expectations of an<^ 
other schemer, who solicited and obtained a subscription for 
building a magnificent playhouse in that part of the town ; and, in 
spite of all opposition, it was completed and opened on the 2d 
day of October 1738, with the play of King Henry IF. Mr. 
Gi&rd, the new proprietor, however, did not remain long there. 
Ib 1735 the house in Covent Garden was finished, and Mr. Rich's 
company immediately removed thither, which occasioned the old 
building in Lincoln's Inn Fields to be deserted. Mr. Giffard was 
then advised, that it would be more for his advantage to quit 
Goodman's Fields, and take the vacant edifice. He accordingly 
agreed for it in J 73 J^^ and acted there during the two ensuing 
years. 

Soon afterwards, though at a time when so many llieatres were 
employed to divert the public, and when none of them were in a 
flourishing state, the imprudence and extravagance of a gentleman , 
who possessed genius, wit, and humour, in a high degree, obliged 
him to strike out a new species of entertainment, which in the end 
produced an extraordinary change in the constitution of the dra« 
matic system. To extricate himself out of difficulties in which 
be was involved, and probably to revenge some indignities which 
hod been thrown upon him by people in power, that admirable 
pginter and accurate observer of life, the late Henry Fielding, do» 
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terniined to amuse the towii at the expense of some persons in 
high rank, and of great influence in the political world : for this 
purpose he got together a company of performers, who exhibited 
»t the Theatre in the tl ay market, under the whimsical title of ti^ 
Great Mogul's Company of Comedians. The piece he represented 
was Pasguin, which was acted to crowded audiences for tifty suc- 
cessive nights. Encouraged by the favourable reception this per- 
formance met with, he determined to continue at the same p)ac^ 
the next season, when he producei) several new plays, some of 
which were applauded, and the rest condemned. As soon as the 
novelty of the design was over, a visible diflerence appeared ber 
tween the audiences of the two years. The company, which, aa 
the play-bills said, dropped from the clouds, were disbanded ; and 
the manager, not having attended to the voice of economy in his 
pros|)erity, was left no richer nor Piore independent than when h^ 
first engaged in the project. 

The severity of Mr. Fielding's satire in these pieces had galled 
|he minister to that degree, that the impression was not erased 
from his raind when the cause of it bad lost all effect. He medir 
tated therefore a severe revenge on the stage, and determined to 
prevent any attacks of the like kind for the future. In the execu- 
tion of this plan he steadily persisted ; and at last had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the enemy, which had given him «o raqch uneasiness, 
effectually restrained from any power of annoying him on the public 
theatres. ' An Act of Parliament passed, in the year 1737, which 
forbad the representation of any perfornpance not previously li- 
censed by the Lord Chamberlain, or in any place except the city 
.of Westminster and th^ liberties thereof, or where the royal family 
should at any time reside. It also took from the Crown i\\e power 
of licensing any n^ore Theatres, and inflicted heavy penalties on 
those >jvho i^pulcl hereafter perform in defiance of the regulations 
in the statpte. lliis unpopular act did not pas$ without opposi- 
tion. It called forth the ejqquence of Lord Chesterfield in a 
9peeph, wherein all the arguinents in fayoHr of this odious law were 
answered, the dangers which qfiight ensue f^om it were pointed out, 
and the little necessity for such hostilities against the stage clearly 
demonstrated. It also excited an alarm in the people at large, ad 
; tending to introduce restraints on the liberty of the press^ Many 
pamphlets were published against the principle of the act ; and iX 
was combated in ^very ahape in which wit, ridicule, or argument, 
could oppose it. All these, however, avails nothing; the mi:^ 
nister had re^olyed^ ^ncl th^ parliament was too compliant to slight 
a bill which came recommended from so powerful a quarter. It 
therefore passed into a law, and freed the dien, and all future, mir 
nisters from any apprehensions of mischief from the wit gjr malic,^ 
of dramatic writers. 
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The year 1741 was rendered remarkable in the theatrical world 
by the appearance of an actor, whose genius seemed intended to 
adorn, dnd whose abilities were destined to support, the stage. 
This was the late Mr. Garrick ; who, after experiencing some 
slights from the managers of Drury Lane and Coveut Garden, 
determined to make trial of his theatrical qualifications at the play- 
house hi Goodnian^s Fields, under the direction of Mr. Giffard, 
who was at that time permitted to perform there without molest- 
ation. The part he chose for his first appearance was that of 
Richard the lliird ; in which he displayed so clear a conception 
of the character, such power of execution, and a union of talents so 
varied, extensive, and unexpected, as soon fixed his reputation as 
the first actor of his own or any former time. His fame spread 
through every part of the town with the greatest rapidity ; and 
Goodman's Fields Theatre, which had been confined to the inha- 
bitants of the city, became the resort of the polite, and was ho- 
noured with the notice of all ranks and orders of people. 

At Goodman's Fields Mr. Garrick remained but one season ; 
after which lie removed to Drury Lane, where he continued to in- 
crease his reputation, andj^ by a prudent attention to the dictates of 
frugality and discretion, acquired a character which pointed him 
out as a proper person to succeed to tlie management of the Theatre 
a few years after ; and a fortune which enabled him to accomplL^h 
mat point when the opportunity ofiered. 

The aflairs of Drury Lane Theatre suffered all the mischiefs 
which could arise from the imprudence or inability of the manager. 
That gentleman had embarrassed his domestic concerns by almost 
every species of misconduct, and involved himself in such diffi- 
culties, that there remained no other means of extricating himself 
from them than by abandoning his country, and retiring abroad. 
About the year 1745 the whole of his property in the ITieatre was 
either mortgaged or sold ; and the patent, which had been assigned 
to some creditors, was advertised to be disposed of by public auc- 
tion. Two bankers, Messrs. Green and Amber, became die pur- 
chasers ; and they received into the management the late Mr. 
Lacey, to whom the conduct of the Theatre was relinquished. 
The calamities of the times affected the credit of many persons at 
this juncture ; and among the rest of the new managers, who found 
themselves obliged to stop payment. Their misfortunes occasioned 
the patent again to become the object of sale : it was offered to 
several persons, but few appeared to have courage enough to ven- 
ture upon it, ^ven at the very low price then asked for it. Al 
length it was proposed by Mr. Lacey, that he and Mr. Garrick 
should become joint-purchasers. The ofter was accepted. A 
renewal of the patent was solicited and obtained. All the preli- 
' ninaries were in a short time settled; atu), in the year 1747^ the 
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house was opened with a pifologue written by Dr. Johnson^ and 
spoken by Mr. Garrick. 

From this period may be dated the flourishing state of die 
Theatre* The new partners were furnished with abilities to make 
their piychase advantageous to themselves, and useful to the public. 
Mr. Garrick's admirable performances insured them great audi* 
ences ; and the industry and attention of Mr. Lacey were employed 
in rendering the house convenient to the frequenters of it. They * 
both exerted their endeavours to acquire the favour of the town ; 
and the preference which was given to them over their rivals at the 
other Theatre sufficiently proved the superior estimation they were 
held in. The harmony which subsisted between them contributed 
to the success of their undertaking, and their efforts in the end 
procured them both riches and respect. 

^rhe month of December 176I was marked with the death of 
Mr. Rich, who had been manager under the patents granted bj 
Charles the Second almost fifty years. His peculiar excellence 
in the composition of those performances which demanded show 
and expense enabled him, with an indifferent company of actors, to 
make a stand against the greatest performers of his time : he was 
unrivalled in the representation of his favourite character Harle- 
quin, and possessed, with many foibles, some qualities which com- 
manded the esteem of his friends and acquaintance. On his de- 
cease, the business of Cogent Garden Theatre was conducted by 
his son-in-law Mr. Beard. 

In the year 1763 Mr. Garrick,< by the advice of his physicians,, 
went abroad, in order to relate from the fatigues of his profession, 
and to re-establish his health, which had been much broken by an 
uninterrupted exertion of his abilities on the stage. He was ab- 
sent two seasons, and then returned to the Theatre, where he re- 
mained until the year 1776. 

The Theatre in the Haymarket had for some years been occupied 
in the summer-time by virtue of licenses from the Lord Chamber- 
. lain. In the month of July 176Q, it was advanced to the dignity 
of a Theatre Ro^al ; a patent being then made out to Mr. Foote, 
authorizing him to build a theatre in the city and liberties of West- 
minster, and to exhibit dramatic performances, &c. therein, from 
the 14th day of May to the 14th day of September, during his life. 
On this grant being passed, the patentee purchased the old play- 
house, which had been built in 1720, and immediately pulled it 
down. It was rebuilt in the course of the next year, and opened 
in the month of May 1767* Mr, Foote very successfully managed 
this Theatre until the season before his death. 

From the decease of Mr. Rich, Coveut Garden Theatre had 
been intrusted to the directioi^^of his son-ip-law Mr. Beard, who 
introdaged several musical pi^en to die stage^ which were receiv«A 
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with applause, and brought considerable profits to those concerned 
in the house. The taste of the public inclined very much to this 
species of performance for several seasons ; but, about the year 
I7ti6, the audiences begiiuiing to lessen, and the acting manager 
finding no relief for a deafness with which he had long been af- 
flicted, he became desirous of retiring from the bustle of a theatre 
to the quiet of private life. In die summer of 1767 a negotia- 
tion was set on foot by Messrs. Harris and Rutherford, for the 
purchase of all the property in the playhouse which belonged to the 
then proprietors ; but the advantage of having a capital performer 
as one of the sharers being suggested, Mr. Powell was invited to 
join with them, and he recommended Mr. Colman as a person 
from whom the undertaking would receive ^at benefit. The 
proposal being assented to by die several parties, the property of 
the Theatre was assigned in August 1767 ; the conduct of the stage 
was intrusted to Mr. Colman, and the house opened on the ]4di 
of September with the comedy of The Reheat^ ; and a prologue 
written by Paul Whitehead, and spoken by Mr. Powell. 

Tlie disputes which soon afterwards arose among the new ma- 
nagers are unworthy of any notice, on account of the virulence and 
acrimony with which each party seems to have been inflamed ; it 
16 suflScieut to observe, that after they had continued a long time, 
and had received a judicial determination, they were amicably 
ended. 

Mr. Rutherford sold his share to Messrs. Leake and Dagge. 
Mr. Powell died in July 1769 ; and his widow afterwards mamed 
Dr. Fisher, wlio by that means became entitled to some part of 
' her late husband's interest in the Theatre. Mr. Colman managed 
die affairs of the stage until the year 1774, when his right was pur- 
chased by the rest of his partners, to whom it was nnmediatelj 
assigned. 

On the 943d of January 1774, Mr. Lacey died, leaving hit 
property in Drury Lane Theatre to his son Willoughby L^ey, 
Esq. who continued to carry on the bushiess of the stage in great 
harmony with his father's old friend and partner. At length an 
event took place, which the admirers of theatrical entertainments 
had long expected with concern, and now viewed with regret. Mr. 
Garrick, at a period when his powers had suffered little injury 
from time, and in the height of his fame and popularity, d^er- 
mined to relinquish all connexions with the stage, and retii*e to the 
honourable enjoyment of a large fortune, acquired in the course of 
near forty years spent in the service of the public. His last ap- 
pearance was in the character of Don Felix, in the play of T/tA 
fVonder, acted on the 10th day of June I77f^, for a charitable 
benefit. He was honoured with a brilliant and crowded audience, 
and was dismissed with the loudest applauses ever h^ard in a 
theatre. The obligations which the public are under to him for 
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the decency and propriety of our present dramatic performance^^ 
will ever entitle him to the grateful respect of the world, inde- 
pendent of his extraordinary merit either as an actor or as an author. 

The persons to whom Mr. Garrick transferred his interest in the 
Theatre, at the price of 35,000/. were, Mr. Sheridan, a young gen- 
tleman who had already distinguished himself as the author of two 
excellent dramatic pieces, one of which. The Duenna^ had been 
more successful than any recent production ; Mr. Thomas Lin- 
ley, an eminent composer ; and Dr. Ford, a physician. ITiese 
gentlemen, apparently distrusting their abilities for so new an un- 
dertaking, called to their aid the experience of Mr. Sheridan's 
father, who was deputed to be the acting manager. But this 
system, for reasons which have not transpired, lasted but a short 
time. The elder Mr. Sheridan gave up his post ; and Mr. Lacey, 
at about the same period, sold his share of the Theatre to his re- 
maining partners. 

The succeeding year produced a revolution in the Theatre Royal 
in the JHaymarket. Mr. Foote, who, after he had obtained the 
patent, conducted the affairs of his house with considerable success, 
and annually acquired a large income as proprietor and manager, 
was induced to transfer his Theatre to Mr. Colman, in consider- 
ation of an annuity, and some particular advantages as a performer. 
The reasons which prompted him/ to take this step were supposed 
to have arisen from an infamous prosecution, which had been ma- 
liciously (as was generally believed) instituted against him. The 
event of his trial freed him from the charge ; but the vexation of 
mind which it occasioned so much injured his health, that it pro- 
bably contributed to sljorten his life. He died at Dover, on bis 
Way to the Continent, the 21st day of October 1777. 

Notwithstanding Mr. Garrick had quitted the theatre as ma- 
nager and performer, he did not entirely relinquish his attention to 
the stage ; he continued to assist some authors and actors, and 
promoted the advantage pf the new patentees occasionally with his 
advice iand assistance. The loss of a man who had taken so con- 
siderable a part in the dramatic line for such a number of years, 
cannot but be esteemed as an epocha in the annals of the stage. 
He died on the £Oth January 1779 ; and went to the grave with 
the universal admiration of the public at large, and with the par- 
ticular concern of his numerous friends and connexions. 

The first season of Mr. Col man's management at the Hay market 
Theatre [1777] introduced to a London audience three performers 
of great merit, in their respective departments of the drama ; and 
to whom the metropolis was long afterwards indebted for much 
theatrical amusement: we mean Miss Farren (now Countess of 
Derby), Mr. Henderson, and Mr. Edwin ; the former of whom 
afterwards became au invaWabl« adjunct to Drury Jjane, and the 
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twohtter to Covent Garden Theatres. On the 27th of August 
1778y Mr. Bannister, jun. made his first appearance on any stage, 
at the Haymarkety as Dick in Tlie Apprentice, for his father's be- , 
nefit. He was engaged the following season at Drury Lane 
Theatre, under the tuition of Mr. Gar rick, as a tragedian, and 
was a pretty successful representative of Zaphna, Hamlet, Romeo, 
&c. iScc.: the true bent of his genius, however, was developed in 
Ae following year, by his performance of Don Ferolo Whisker-t 
andos, in The Critic ; and the buskin ho soon laid aside for the 
took. 

On the 15th of October 1782, burst upon the town a theatrical 
star of the first magnitude — Mrs. Siddons, from Bath, who ap« 
peared at Drury Lane Theatre, in the character of Isabella. The 
excellence of her performance was acknowledged and applauded 
by every* person in the house ; but the surest test of its merit was, 
the universal sympathy of the spectators in the distresses of th« 
heroine; evinced, not only by copious streams of tears, but 
several ladies were actually thrown into fits by the '^ cunning of 
** the scene." Her fame was at once established as the first tra- 
gedian in Europe ; and the numerous characters which she sucr 
cessively added to tliat of Isabella, fully justified the award of 9, 
discerning public. From the gentlemen of the bar Mrs. Siddons 
received, by the hands of Messrs. Pigot and Fielding, a purse of 
a hundred guineas, accompanied with a very polite letter, declaring 
their high admiration of her talents,^ 

The 30th of September, in the following year, introduced at 
the same theatre her accomplished brother, Mr. Johu Philip 
Kemble, from the Theatre Royal of Dublin : the part which he 
chose for bis debut was Jtlamlet ; and a more finished picture had 
certainly not been exhibited on the stage since the best days of 
Garrick. 

On the 2d of October the Covent Garden Company derived ziw 
other valuable accession in a difierent department of the drama, in 
the person of Mr. John Johnstone, from Dublin, who made his first 
appearance as the hero in the comic opera of Lionel and Clarissa. 
For some time Mr. Johnstone continued to be the leading singer in 
operatic pieces ; but at length he discovered such extraordinary merit 
in the humorous, yet chaste and correct, representation of Irish 
characters, that he very soon appropriated that species of acting, 
in which he has not at the present day his equal in. the kingdom. 

On the ?4th of May 1785, Mrs. Bellamy toqk her leave of th^ 
stage ; the managers of Drury Lane Theatre having generously 
granted her a benefit. The play was Braganza ; and Mrs. Yates^ 
who had retired from the profession, stepped forward to aid tlwj 
unfortunate lady, by her performanci? of the Dutchess, in which 
^he was inimi^bie. At the end of the tragedy Miss F^irrcu ^pokfl 
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« pccltica! a4dres8 *, in behdif of Mrs. ^Ifti^, vvhidb ccothiM 
^nfh these lines : 

'' But see^ oppress'd with gratitude and ttars, 
^* To pay her duteous tribute she appears.*' 

The qurtsun then drew, and discovered Mrs. Bellamy ; who was 
to have spoken a few lines ; but her powers were annihilated h^ 
her feelings ^ and^ in plnm prose, she expressed herself to thil 
^effect : '* That she felt the utmost gratitude for the favour of Ifaa 
^' house :; that her professions were unfeigned, and that her teats 
^ were further proofs of her sincerity f." 

Mrs. Jordan s first appearance in a London theatre was at Dnn^ 
Lane, on the 18th of October 1785. This lady came recommended 
fo the managers by Mr. Smith, the comedian, who Had seen her per« 
^orm at York, and thought that she might be useful to the theatre 
itf second to Mrs. Siddons. Mrs. Jordan, however, though po«* 
fiessed of considerable talent as a tragedimi, very prudently judged 
k more desirable to take the first form in com^y than the secooi 
in tragedy ; and she accordingly made choicie of The Country "Girl 
for her debut ; this she followed up soon after with PriscitlaTomboyi 
Nell in The Devil to Pay^ Miss Hoyden, Miss Prue, Corinpi^ 
&c. ; and it was unanimously admitted, that her equal in that lioa 
had not been seen in a Briti^ theatre since the retirement of Mrs^ 
jClive. 

^ On the 25th of November in this year, the stage sustained a 
very severe loss by the death of Mr. Henderson, ^vho had obtained 
die first honours of his professioil under cKsadvantages which ikh 
thing but very superior talents could have overcome. Hb poraott 
was not striking, nor were his features interesting. He had no» 
thing in his appearance to create, at first sight, th^t surprise and 
admiration which conciliate favour and prejudice judgment. His 
excellencies were of the most solid lund ; they deluded on a 
mind gifted with wonderful powers of feeling, and with powers of 
lexpression equally wonderful. Of the great compass of his talents 
Ithe proof is easy : he was the liqeal successor of almost all the first 
performers in the prieceding age ; of Quin in Falsta6f, Woodward 
f m Bobadil, Macklin in Shylock, Mossop in 2^nga, Digges in 
Wolsey, Barry in Eyander, and Garrick in Richard, Lear, Bene? 
4ick, Sir John Brute, and almput all his oth,er chaTracters ; but tfa« 
greatest triumph of the comic Mase, perlmps, was HendersonV 
represenjtation of the fat kniglit Faktaff : h is probable, *^ We ne'er 
f^ shall look iipon its li)»^ again !" 

On the £Oth of June J 7979 Mr. Jphn Palnief opened a neiif 
playhouse, called thi^ Royi^lty llieaftre, near Wellclose Square, 
which had been jbuilt by subscription, on a spacious and elegant 

♦ Written bf Mr. Bicknell. Sec GtntUmau^s Mar^tsinu vol. Iv. pp. 449. 450. 
X ShcdicdFcb. i5, i;!8S. " ^ ^' ' Tr^<t«?v 
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acAt, under the idea that the justices of the Tower Hamlets were 
empowered^ by the royalty of that fortress, to license the perform- 
ance of plays : it proved^ however, to be very different ; for, after 
the night of opening, when As You like It, and Miss in her Teens^ 
were performed for the benefit of a public charity, the theatre im- 
mediately closed, and the entertainments afterwards exhibited were 
burlettas, dances, and pantomimes, in the manner of those per-> 
formed at Sadler s Wells, 8cc. The idea of a permission to perform 
plays bad been so far indulged by the proprietors, that Messrs* 
Quick, Johnstone, Ryder, Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Martyr, 8cc. 8cc« 
were actually engaged; and their abilities, joined to those of Messrs. 
Palmer and Bannister, sen. (who did perform on the re-opening of 
the house), would certainly h^ve been sufficiently attractive to have 
^rendered the theatre of material consequence. Messrs. Harris,*^ 
linley, and Colman, persisted in their determination of opposing 
it in every stage ; and even when it was opened for musical and 
pantomimical performances an information was laid against Mr, 
jDelpini, for oiuy crying out " Roast Beef" whilst acting the part 
of the Clown in a pantomime; and two magistrates were fined 100/, 
each, and rendered incapable of acting in the commission of the 
peace, for having discharged Mr. Bannister, when informed against 
as a vagabond. The circumstances relative to openhig the theatre 
nav be explained by the following address, which ^as read by Mr, 
palmer aner the plsy and farce were over: 
** Ladies and Gentlemen, 

^' I am sorry, on the first night that I have the honour of seeing 
'' this theatre graced by so splendid an appearance, to be obliged 
^' to trouble you with the peculiar circumstances of my situation, 

'' I had flattered myself that I should be able, during the summer 
^' months, to exert my best endeavours in your service. 

^' This theatre was built under a letter of approbation from the 
^ Lieutenant Governor of the Tower ; and being situated in 
^ 9^ palace and fortress, in a district immediately within his juris-* 
^' diction, his consent, added to a license obtained from the ma- 
^'^trates, authorizing a place of public entertainment, was 
^' deemed legal authority. 

*' The first stone of the building was laid on the 26th of Decern- 
^ her 17B^ ; at that time the managers of the theatres at the west 
" (end of the town made no kind of objection. In the course o( 
^' last summer, when I performed at the Little Theatre in the 
^ I{aymarket, Mr. Colman wrote a prologue, which I spoke on my 
* bepefit-night ; and, among others, were the following lines ; 

" For me, whose utmost aim is your delight, 
^* Accept the humble offering of this night ; 
'f To please, wherever plac*d, be still ray cara, 
«* 4^0rury, H^ymarKet, or Wellclose Suuar^ 

dS 
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As Mr. Colman knew the plan I had then in view, it was fair 
** to conclude that he did not meditate an opposition r Mr. Harris, 
** of Covent Garden Theatre, gave his consent in writing that Mr, 
** Quick should be engaged here. After all this, to my great asto- . 
*^ nishment, when a large expense had been incurred, and this 
^^ house was completely ready for opening, the three managera 
*^ thought good to publish in the newspapers extracts from different 
*^ acts of Parliament, accompanied with their joint resolution to 
" put the acts in force against this theatre ; they went ^ step fur- 
*' ther, they served me with this notice." 

[Here Mr. Palmer read a copy of a notice sent to him, signed by 
Thomas Linley, Thomas Harris, and George Colman, acquaint- 
ing him that instructions were given to lodge informations against 
him for every appearance he s^ ould make in any play, or scene of 
a play, at any unlicensed theatre, contrary to the statute.] 
" I have the satisfaction to find, that those three gentlemen ate 
'^ the only enemies to this undertaking ; and it will be for them-? 
*^ selves to consider whether they are not, at the same time, op- 
*^ p6sing the voice of the public. 

** For myself, I have embarked my all in this theatre ; persuaded 
'^ that, under the sanction I obtained, it was perfectly legal ; — in the 
" event of it, every thhig dear to my family is involved. 

" I was determined to strain every nerve to merit your favour ; 
'' but when I consider the case of other performers who have been 
*' also threatened with prosecutions, I own, whatever risk I run 
'* myself, I feel too much to risk for them. 

*^ I had prarnised a benefit play for the use of the London Hos- 
'* pital; and all the performers agreed with me that one night at 
" least should be employed for so useful a purpose. 

*' We have not performed for hire, gain, or reward; and we hope 
^' that the three managers, with the magistrates in their interest, 
*^will neither deem benevolence a misdemeanor, nor send us, for 
'^ an act of charity, to hard labour in the House of Correction. 

^* 1 beg pardon for trespassing thus long upon your patience: 
*' circumstanced as things are, and a combination being formed to 
*' oppress and ruin me, it is not at prese.nt in my power to give out 
** another play. 

" Under the act of Parliament that empowered magistrates ta 
*' allow certain performances, I obtained a license ; and to whatever 
" purpose of innocent amusement this tlicatre may be converted, 
" your future patronage will abundantly compensate for every 
*' difficulty I have had to encounter, 

** Tumblers and dancing dogs might appear unmolested before 
*' you ; but the other performers and myself standing forward to 
'* exhibit a moral play is deemed a crime. 

^* The purpose, however, for which we have this night exerted 
8 
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^ourselves, may serve to show that a theatre near Wellclose 
^' Square may be as useful as iu Coveut Garden, Drury Laae^ 
*^ or the Haymarket. 

" All that remains, at present, is to return you my gratefi^ 
' " thanks for the indulgence with which you have honoured me this 
" night. 1 forbear to enlarge upon that subject ; my heart is too 
" full ; I shall ever be devoted to your sen-ice. 

^^ Until it is announced that this house shall be again opened 
^' with a species of entertainment not subjecting me to danger, I 
*' humbly take my leave.'* 

This address produced several newspaper insertions ; in particu- 
lar one from Mr. Quick, who stated, that the only writing he ever 
received from Mr. Harris on the subject was so far from a consent, 
that it tended entirely to prove the uncertain and dangerous ground 
on which the proprietors of the Royalty Theatre were going.— 
An address from Mr. Harris himself also appeared in the public 
prints, exculpating himself from any charge of duplicity, and af- 
nrmiug that Mr. Palmer had, till the Monday before opening his 
theatre, always maintained that he had sufficient authority to per- 
form plays, and by diis affirmation many respectable performers 
had been deceived : Mr. H. concluded by offering the use of Co- 
vent Garden Theatre and wardrobe, for three nights, to those who, 
by relying on Mr. Palmer's assurances, had been distressed ; M'hich 
offer, being construed into an insult by the performers of the Roy- 
alty, was treated in the papers with contempt. 

Mr. Colman also, to exculpate himself of the charge of the lines 
in Mr. Palmer's address, inserted a paragraph, declaring that he 
did it in consequence of Mr. Palmer s statement, that he had suf- 
ficient authority for his plan ; and that, as he did not intend to 
open his new theatre in the summer, he, of course, could not in- 
terfere with the interests of the Haymarket house : whereas Mr. 
P. in contradiction to his promise, opened iii June. 

The Royalty opened again on the Sd of July, with a variety of 
musical, scenic, and pantomimic exhibitions ; in the latter Mr. 
Palmer himself performed, and gained new reputation in a line 
that he had hitherto never attempted. Mr. Bannister, with the 
warmest degree of friendship, refused to return to the wmter the- 
atres, and determined to stick by his friend Palmer to the last.— 
The principal performers, daring the time the Royalty remained 
open afterwards, were, Mr. J. Palmer, Mr. Bannister, Mr. Sedg- 
wick, Mr. W. Palmer, Mr. Iiconi, Mr. Lee-Lewes; Master (now 
Mr.) Braham, Mr. Collins (author of- The Brush), Mr. Bates, 
Mr. Arrowsmith, Mr. Follet, sen. Mr. Follet, jun. Mr. ]Rees, 
Mr. Delpini, Mr. Holland, &c. 8cc. — Miss Geprge, Mrs. Gibbs, 
Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Warrel, Mrs. Burnett, Miss Burnett, &c, &c* 

d3 
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fltc. with a numerous company of figure-dancers^ pantommie per< , 
ft>rmers> chorus-singers, 8cc. 

On the 9th of June 1788, after a service of 35 years, Mr. 
Smith, of Drury Lane Theatre, retired from the stage ; taking 
leave of the audience in an appropriate address. 

On the 17th of June, in the following year^ the King's Theatrf 
in the Haymarket was destroy^ by fire. 

The sunmier season of 1 790 introduced the present Mr. Colman 
as. manager of die Haymarket Theatre, in the room of his father^ 
^ho unfortunately laboured under mental derangement. 

pn the 3 1st of October died, aged 42, that eccentric and fa« 
Vourite comedian, Mr. John Edwin ; whose loss was severely felt 
both at the Covent Garden and Haymarket theatres ; and of whom 
it has been well said, that O'Keeffe and he played into each, 
other's hands; the one ynL3 bom to act what the otlier wrote ; and 
So great was ibe similarity of conception in O'Keeffe, and of ex* 
^ression in Edwin,^ that, but for the mutual support they received 
Irom eac& other, the public had probably been deprived of th« 
exertions of both. 

As a successor to die cast of characters which had been left 
vacant by the death of Edwin, Mr. Munden, from the Chester 
tiieatre, was engaged at Covent Gkirden, where he made his first 
appearance on the 2d oT December 179<)> in the very dissimilar 

5 arts of Sir Francis Gripe, in The Buw Bodjfy and Jenuny 
umpsi, in The Fai^mer ; and in both exhibited a promise of ta- 
lents which have since ripened into a state of high perfection ; 
but to the peculiar line of business which had been occupied by 
liis predecessor, Mr. Munden added that of representing old men 
Serious and pathetic, as well as comic ; for his excellence in which, 
We need only refer to his performance of Old Dornton, in The 
ttoad to Ruin, and other similar characters. 

On the 4tli of June 1791^ the old Drury Lane Theatre closed 
Tor the las(t time : it having been resolved to take it down, and re- 
build a more commodious house on the ^te. But, as it was iui- 
lM)ssiblie that this object could be effected against the usual time 
for re-opening the winter season, the newly^Muilt Opera House (or 
King's Theatre), in the Haymarket, was taken for a time, and 
opened by the Drury Lane company, Sept. 22, with a prelude, 
tiailed Poor Old Drury^ and an advance in the prices of admissioi^ 
ef one shilling to the boxes,^ and sixpence to^e pit; which made^ 
the former 6s. and the latter Ss. 6d. 

Hie preceding day had introduced Mr. Fawcett, from the Yoi^^ 
theatre, ait Covent Gafden, in the character ef Caleb, in He wou*d 
te a Soldier, His exertions Ibat evening, in a part thitherto per* 
formed by Mr. Edwin, gave an earnest c^ the popularity at wnid^ 
he has since arrived as a eomio actor.^ 
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On t}ie 17di of September 179^9 Covent Garden Theatre opened 
for the season ; and^ on account of the extensive improvements which 
had been eveiy where made in it, might justly claim to be called a 
new house. Havii^ expended 25,000/. on the building, and 
considerably enlarged his company, Mr. Harris required a small 
advance in the prices of admission ; namely, that the boxes shoidd 
he 6s. and the pit 3^. 6d. He conceived, and, we think, justly^ 
that, in a country professing obedience to the law, he had a right 
to offer his services to the public on terms proportionate to the 
capital which he had advanced. But a custom becoming very pre- 
valent, and menacing alarming consequences, viz. that of abiding 
by the clamorous determination of a riotous part of tlie audience^ 
produced an altercatipn and discussion which was a dishonour t^ 
the country*: for if a manager propose any thing unjust, or ille^ 
gal, it is in the power of the Lord Chamberlain and of the law to 
pvoish him ; but if not, h^ is certainly entitled, in common with 
eveiy other man of useful talents and commendable industry, to 
the protection of the qivil power and of the Government. In one 
thing only, upon this occasion, do we discern any fair groupd for 
puUic complaint; and that was, in an attempt (certainly ill-advised) 
to abolidi the one-shill^ig gallery. The impropriety of this mea^ 
mure was soon generally ackpowlei^ed ; and in a fortni^t's time 
agallei^ was erected and opened. 

In 1793 die proprietors of the Drury Lane patent, not having 
iiaen abl# to finish their new houae in time for the customary eom« 
mencement of the season, nor being allowed to occupy, as before, 
die Opera House (which now became again the King's Theatre, the 
Pantheon, where the Italian opera had for a time been performet^ 
][>eing consumed by fire on the 14th Jan. 1792), made arrai^ements 
with Mr. Colman, jun. ui order that the public might not be die- 
jprived of a second theatre to resort to during the winter months, 
pnd opened the Little Theatre, in the Haymarket, with the Drury 
l^uie compai^y^i on the igth of September; commencing their 
pampa^ with The Mountaineers. Thi3 season, however, was 
productive of a dreadful catastrophe. On the 3d of February 
1794, theiir Majesties havine commanded My Grandmother, N'o 
Song no Supper, and The Prize, the crowd was so great at the 
pit door, that, when it was opened, a gentleman was tlurown 
4own the stairs ; and, the people pushing forward, others fell over 
him, and were trampled upon by those who were still rushing in.. 
The grofti;iis and screams of tlie dying and maimed were truly 
allocking ; while those who were literally treading their fellow- - 
creatures to death, had it not in their power to recede from the 
Biischief they were doing. The bodies were carried with all possible 

• %^ Vol', in. p. 176, art^ 3>»r 
d4 
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f^tpedition to tlie neighbouring houses, and every nieahs tisecT'tO 
I'estore animation; but fifteen persons of both sexes had becil 
killed ; among M'hom were Benjamin Pingo, Esq. York Hersdd, 
^nd J. C, Brooke, Esq. Somerset Herald, of the Heralds' College* 
!^early tiventy others suffered material injury in bruises^ broken 
arms and legs ; some of whom did not survive many days. This 
melancholy accident was not made known to their Majesties till 
after their return home. 

The new Theatre Royal in Drury Lane^ which had been buill 
by Mr. Plolland, being now internally completed in a most taste-* 
ifiil and elegant style, was opened on the 12th of March with a 
grand selection of sacred music from Handel's works, commencing 
widi the C9ronation Anthem. The orchestra was so fitted up as 
to represent the inside of a Gothic cathedral, and the house was 
crowded in every part. It afterwards opened for dramatic per-* 
formances on the £ 1st of April, with the tragedy of Macbeth, and 
the farce of The Virgin Unmasked, to an audience which com- 
pletely overflowed long before the curtain arose, to the disappoint- 
ment of a much greater number than were gratified with a view of 
the superb spectacle which it presented. A prologue, written for 
the occasion by the Right Hon. General Fitzpatrick, was spoken 
by Mr. Kemble : it turned chiefly on the fostering shelter >\hich 
th^ freedom and tranquillity of this country so happily give to the 
liberal arls ; and the erection of that .theatre was properly repre- 
sented as a monument to the Genius of Shakspeare, more suitable 

'* Than the proud pyramid's unmeaning mass.*' 

It concluded with a panegyric on the tragic and comic Muses, 
and with professions of gratitude on the part of the managers, for 
the public patronage that had enabled them to erect a theatre, in 
!which their favourite amusements could be exhibited with the best 
«fFect. The tragedy was represented witli great magnificence of 
decoration, and with some novelties both in tlie conduct and ma- 
chinery of the fable. The scenes were all new, and extremely 
Jbeautiful. Of the novelties in the management of the play the 
, following were the most striking: — ^The ghost of Banquo did not 
enter in the scene of the festival; but Macbeth " bent his eye on va- 
cancy"— an alteration in which every classical mind must agree with 
Mr. Kemble*. The high-crowned hats and lace-aprons of the 
.witches were properly discarded : they were represented as preter-^ 
natural beings, adopting no human garb, and distinguished only 
,by die felhiess of dieir purposes, and the fatality of their delusions. 
Ilecate's companiou-spirit descended on the cloud, and rose again 

* We are sorry to observe, that tlie mealy-fiiced g^host of Banquo has a|;aln been 
mude visible to the auUietice* 
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With him. in the' cauldron scene, new groupd were intn!A]uc^ to 
personify the ^' black spirits and white, blue spirits and grey ;'* and 
here one would have in^iigined that the Muse of Fuseli had been 
die director of the scene, "^rhe evil spirits had serpents writhing 
round them, which had a striking effect. — It was this evening's 
performance that first brought Mr. Charles Kenible before a Lon* 
don audience. He assumed the humble part of Malcolm, and 
was very well received.— -Miss Fan-en spoke an excellent epi- 
logue, written by Mr. Col man, jun.; the argument of wluch 
v^as, that when some opulent peer, proud of his vertUy gives 

, a public day, some stale housekeeper is appointed to explain 
the jbeauties of the collection ; so on the opening of this new 
house, she was appointed to show it. She then assured di^ 
audience, that they need be in no fear of fire, for they had water 
enough to ^^ drown them all in half a nunute ;" the curtain tb^ 
'drew, and showed a very fine river on the stage, on which a water- 
mau, in his boat^ passed to and fro ; in addition to tiiis, they had 
an iron Curtain preparing, so that, in case of fire, onli/ the scenes 
and the actors could be burnt. It concluded with a view of Shak« 
ipeare's monument, under his mulberry-tree, surrounded by a group 
of his own characters, with the Tragic and Comic Muses. The 
scene terminated with the song of *' The mulberry-tree/' and the 

' glee, of " Where the bee sips." 

This theatre contained in the pit 800 persons ; the whole range 
t>f box^ 1828; two-shilling gallery 675 ; one-shilling gallery 308: 
total, 36 11 ; amounting to 771/. 6s. There were 8 private boxef 
oil each side .of the pit ; Q,Q boxes round the first tier, and 1 1 back 
front boxes ; ^9 all round the second tier, of which 1 1 were six 
seats deep; 10 on each side of die gallery, third tier; boxes in 
the cove, 9 on each side. The diameter of the pit was 53 feet ; 
the opening of the curtain 43 feet wide ; height of the curtain 39 
feet; height of the house, from pit-floor to the ceiling, 56 feet 
6 inches. On account of the vast expense which had necessarily 
attended the opening of the new theatre, there were no benefits 
given to the performers this season. 

' During the summer of this year, i. e. on the 14th of August, 
died, at Paddington, George Colman, Esq. the patentee of. the 
Haymarket Theatre; whose abilities as a dramatist are well known 
to the public by his various works; yet these were not more the 
subjects of praise, than his punctuality as a manager, and his lir 
benj encouragement to other writers for the stage. His sou, tlip 
present George Colman, Esq. who had ably and prosperously 
conducted the concern during the .unhappy aflliction of the de- 
ceased, succeeded to the patent. 

On tlie 20th of November in this year died Mr. Robert Bad- 
deley^ of Drury Lane Theatre ; an excellent low comcdiai}^ |>ut 
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efiiefly distinguisbed by his vepresentations of comic old mm/ 
Jewsy and Frenchmen. He was taken ill only the evening before^ 
when he was nearly dressed for the character of Moses in 3%e 
School for Scandal. By his will he left to the theatrical fund his 
cottage at Hampton ; in trust, that they should elect to reside m 
it such four of the fund pensioners as might not object to living 
sociably under the same roof. In the house are two parlours for' 
dieir joint indulgence, and four separate bedchambers. This be->' 
quest IS an instance of his benevolence, and of his respect for hi» 
profession ; but the manner in which it was done is even mors 
honourable to the goodness of his heart, tlian the donation itself ^ 
that die decayed actors, who are to be chosen by the fund com* 
mittee as tenants of this house, might not appear, in the eyes of 
die neighbourhood, like dependents on charity, he left also a certaift 
sum to be distributed, by those very tenants, to the needy around 
them. There was also to be a little summer-house, for the te* 
nants to smoke theif pipes ki ; and it was to be so situated, as to 
command a view of the Temple of Shakspeare, erected by Mr. 
Garrick. This summer-house was to be composed of part of the 
wood that belonged to old Drury Lane Hieatre, the scene of 
Garrick's excellence and fame : and the wood was bought on pur^ 
|K>se for this object. He idso bequeathed the interest of 100/. 5 
per cent, consols, to be annually expended on a twelfth cak^ 
with wine and punch, to be distributed in the great gre^i-room on 
Twelfth Night, to make the future sons and daughters of Tbespis 
remember an old friend and member of the profession. 

The same Theatre soon after sustained another serious lots ia 
Mr. William Parsons, a comic actor of superlative merit, and 
•who had trod the stage fortyrfive years. He was born Feb. S(^, 
17S6, and died Feb. S, 1795. In the conception and execution 
of such characters as Foresight, in Love for Love ; Corbaccio, m 
Volpone ; Sir Fretful Plagiary, in The Critic, &c. we never ex- 
pect to see his equal ; but to his talents i^ a comedian,' Mr. Par-** 
aoBS added others, approaching to excellence, in the art of paiDt<» 
ing ; particularly in fruit-pieces. 

From thb time, nothing material occurred in stage-history till the 

nl796; when great curiosity was excited i^ a notice from Mr. 
md, of Norfolk Street, Strand, aimouncing the discovery of 
fome original MSS. of Shakspeare's ; of which pretended relics of 
our immortal bard, a lai^e and spleudid volume was actually pub- 
j|i^hed, containing what were called, a Fac-simiie of Shakspearef'^ 
twtograph— ^Fac-simlle of Queen Elizabethls letter to him— Fao- 
aknile of four miscellaneous papers — Fac-simile of a letter to 
Anna Hath^rrewaye (whom Shakspeare afterwards married), en^ 
dosing a lock of his hair-— Fac-simile of a copy of verses to 
4» tame*— Fac-ttmilo of Sfaakspeafe's tetter lo 4!he Earl oC 
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Soadiliinptoii— — Fac-simile of the Earfs answer— —Fac-sinule 
of Sbakspeare's profession of bis faith— —Fac-simile of a letter to 
Richard Cowley— -Fac-simile of a pen drawing, or sketch of 
Shakspeare^ by himself, with his arms and crest, with two signa- 
tmres of his name-— Fac-simile of the reverse, with his initials, 8cc« 
—A deed of gift to .William Henry Ireland, with fac-similes of 
his signature and seal— Fac-simite of tributary lines to Ireland, 
with the arms of Ireland and Shakspeare linked together by a 
chain, dcetchexl hy himself-— Fac-simile, a pen sketch of Ireland-s 
house in Blackfnar^— Fac-simile of the arms of Shakspeare and 
Ireland^— Fac-simile of Shakspeare in the characters of Bassa- 
nio and Shylock, whole length tinted drawings — Agreement widi 
liowine*— Agreement widi Condelle — Lease to Michael Fraser 
and his wife— Deed of trust to John Hemynge — ^Tragedy pf 
King Lear, with fac-similes— Fac-simile of the first page of * 
Hamlet. , 

In die preface to this work, Mr. Ireland observed, ^' From the 
** first moment of this discovery to the present hour, he has inces- 
** santly laboured, by every means in his power, to inform himself 
** with respect to the validity of these interesting papers. Through- 
^ out diis period, there has not been an ingenious character, or disin- 
^ terested individual in the circle of literature, to whose critical 
^ eye he has not been earnest that the whole should be subjected. 
'' He has courted, he has even challenged the critical judgment of 
*' those who are best skilled in the poetry and phraseology of the 
'' times in whidi Shaksp^re lived, as well as those whose pro- 
*' fession or course of study has made them conversant with ancient 
'' deeds, writings, seals, and autographs. Wide and extensive as 
^^ this range may appear, and it includes the scholar, the mau of 
'' taste, the antiquarian^ and the herald, his inquiries have not 

rested in the closet of the speculutist; he has been equally 

anxious that the whole should be submitted to the practic:il ex- 
<< perience of the mechanic, and be pronounced upon by the- 
*' paper-maker, 8lc. as well as by the author. He has ever beeu 
'' desirous of placing them in any view, and under any liglit that 
'' could be thrown upon them \ and he has, in consequence, the 
'^ satisfaction of announcing to the public, that, as far as he ha^ 
*' been able to collect the sentiments of the several classes of 
'' persons above referred to, they have unanimously testified in. 
'< favour qX, their authenticity ; and declared that, where there was 
'' such a mass of evidences, internal and external, it was impos- 
^ sible, amidst such various sources of detection, for the art of 
'' mitation to have hazarded so much without betraying itself; 
*' and, conseqtrencly, that these papers can be no other than the 
«« production of Shakspeare himself.*' 

The whole was, however, soon afterwards lavowed* to be a 
forgery f see p. xix^ [notej, aad 383 — 391 of this volume. 
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In the following year, viz. on the 8tli of April, Miss Farren^ 
after the peiformance of Lady Teazle, in The School for Scandal, 

• Ibade farewell to the stage, leaving no actress behind her of nearly 
equal talents in the line of genteel comedy. She retired, however, 
to rank and affluence; for the Earl of Derby led her to the 

- hymeneal altar on the 8th of May following. 

To oblige and serve his old coadjutor Tom King, Mr. Smitd, 
after having retired from the stage ten years, returned for a single 
night, to perform, on the 18th of May 1798, for his benefit, his 
celebrated character of Charles Surface, in The School for Scan^ 
dal\ which he went through, with little perceptible diminution of 
activity or excellence, at the age, we believe, of 68 years. 

The most remarkable stage incident of this year was, the 
sudden death of Mr. John Palmer, on the Liverpool stage; which 
happened on the 2d of August, in the 57th year of his age. He 
had dined on the 29th of July with several persons belonging to 
, the Theatre, and appeared to be rather low-spirited ; which was 
attributed to the recent loss of his wife and son ; but on Wednes- 
day, the first of August, he performed Young Wilding, in TI^ 
Liar, witli his accustomed vivacity. The next day he appeared 
again dejected; nor could the efforts of his friends rouse him from 

• the melancholy in which he seemed to be sunk. In the evening 
he was to perform The Stranger, and in the first two acts exerted 

' hmiself with great effect ; but in the third he appeared unusually 
agitated, after uttering the words, 

" There is another and a letter world !" 

In the first scene of the fourth act, while about to reply to Baroif 
Steinfort, he suddenly fell, heaved a convulsive sigh, and expired. 
niie following paragraph is copied from an account of the death of 
Mr. Palmer, said to have been written by Mr. Whitfield, who 
performed Baron Steinfort, and was with him on the stage when 
the melancholy event took place : 

" A few minutes before he was called to go on for the scene in 
" which he died, I asked him how he was ? he answered. Very 
*' poorly. From that moment I have reason to believe he did not 
" speak till he went on the stage for the last time. He was more 
'^ collected and correct through the whole, in regard to the words 
•' and the business, but more energetic and loud m the description 
*' of his false friend, than when he performed the part before. 
*' His voice seemed to crack, and at the end of the speech, h^ 
^' struck his head with great force, then crossed me, from my right 
" hand to my left. The two short speeches he uttered after were 
*' given rather faintly, but not more so than appeared perfectly^ 
'' consonant to the situation of the character. After 1 put the 
" question, ^ Why did you not keep your children with you^ they 
^^ would have amused you in many a dreary hour;* he turned tok 
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^ reply, and, for the space of about ten seconds, lie^paused as if 
** waiting for the prompter to give him the word ; then put out his 
'^ right hand, as if going to take hold of mine. It dropt, as ta 
^* support his fall, but it had no power ; in that instant he fell, 
*' but not at full length, he couched in falling, so that his head 
*' did not strike the stage with great violence. He never breathed 
^ after. I think 1 may venture to say he died without a pang*." 

Medical assistance was immediately procured, and exerted, 
until every hope of recovery had vanished, and the body was car- 
ded away on a bier. — Mr. Aickiu endeavoured, but was unable^ 
to communicate the sad information to the audience, which waa 
done by Mr. Incledon, and the house was immediately cleared.— 
On the Monday following, being the 6th of August, the remainr 
of Mr. Palmer were interred at Wartoh, a village ini the neigh- 
bourhood of Liverpool, attended by all the gentlemen of the 
Theatre, and a number of others belonging to the town. The 
grave was seven feet deep, dug in a rock. The coffin was oakj 
covered with black, and simply inscribed with the name of its 
tenant. On the I3lh of the same month, a free benefit was given at 
Liverpool, and one, on the loth of September, at Drury Lane, 
to the orphan children of the deceased : the receipts of the latter 
pvere said to amount to 8(X)/. . 

Two circumstances occurred on. the 15th of May 1800, which, 
takeii together, wore a very alarming aspect. His Majesty was 
that morning attending the field exercises of the grenadier battalion 
pf the guards ; when, during one of the vollies, a ball cartridge 
was fired, which struck Mr. Ongley, a clerk in the allotment 
department of the Navy Office, who was standing only twenty^ 
three feet distance from the King. Tlie ball entered the fleshy part 
of th^ thigh in front, and passed straight through. Mr. Ongley was 
dressed on the ground, and informed that Uiere was no danger. 
-Had the wound been an inch higher, however, ijt must have 
proved fatal. An examination took place of the cartouch-boxes 
of the soldiers, but no individual could be fixed upon as the pet^ 
petrator of this act. In the evening, however, a most extraordi- 
liary circumstance ocqi^rred at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane ; 
which^ coupled with the accident, if such it was to be considered, 
that had happened in the morning, gave rise to very serious alarms} 
and apprehensions in the minds of all loyal subjects. The King 
bad commanded the performances of the night ; and at the moment 
when His Majesty entered his box, a man in the pit, near the 
orchestra, on the right hand side, suddenly stood up and discharge^ 
a pistol at the Royal Person. His Majesty had advanced about 
four steps from the door. On the report of a pistol. His Majesty 
stopped, and stood firmly. The heuse was immediately in an up*- 

* See other instances of dt;ath$ on the stase, m the article* Pbterson. Jot sph. 

p. 507. 
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jroar ; and tke cry of '' Seize him'* burst from every part of tb# 
Theatre, The Kiiig^ apparently not the least disconcerted, cam^ 
nearly to the front of the box. The Queen followed, and the Kingf 
Iff aved his hand for her to keep back. Her Majesty asked what was 
&e matter? The King said, ** Only a squib, a squib; they are 
^* firing squibs." After the assassin had been taken away, the Queen 
came forward, and in great agitation curtsied. She looked at the 
King, and asked if they should st^y ? The King answered, ** We 
** wBl not stir, but stay the entertainment out." All the Princessesi 
except Elizabeth, fainted as soon as they sat down. The man who 
committed the crime was seized and conveyed from the pit. The 
audience vdiemently called out ^ Show him /" In consequence 
ot which loyal clamour, Mr. Kelly, who, with a multitude of per* > 
Kons beloc^ng to the Theatre, had ntslied upon the stage, came 
forward, and assured them that the ctdprit was in safe custody • 
Tb^ ind^nation of the audience was soothed by this intelligence, 
and dieir feelir^s gave way to loyal rapture, at the happy escape 
of their revered monarch. " God save the King'* was universally 
tfemanded. It was sung by all the vocal performers, and encored. 
The curtain drew up for the commencement of the play ; but Mr. 
Bannister, jus. vras not st:dOfered to proceed till something naore 
could be Jeamed respecting the wretdi who had made this diabo* 
lical attempt.-*^BanRister and Mrs. Jordan both ^^aia assured the 
audience that the culprit was perfectly secured, and the play was 
Aen suffered to go on without furdier interruption. 

Mr. Holroyd, of Scotland Yard, plumber to His Majesty, had pro« 
videntially had time to raise the arm of the assassin, so as to direct 
the contents of the pistol towards the roof of the box. Mr. Major 
Wright, a solicitor in Wellclose S<}uare^ who sat immediately 
behind the man, assisted in securing lum. He dropped die pistol; 
but Mr. Wright fcnmd it under the seat. 

Mr. Sheridan, assisted by Mr. Wigstead, the magistrate, pro* 
cecded immediately to examine the man in the room into which 
be had been conducted, and where be had been searched to see if 
Ik had any other fire-arms, or papers. He had none. Mr. 
TauenpUn, a tnmipeter in the band, who assisted in taking him 
over tbe orchestra, recognised the man to be a soldier, and, pulling 
open bis coat, found that he had on a military waistcoat, with the 
baltoii of the 15th light dragoons. It was an ofiicer's old waist* 
C9at.<*-^On being questioned by Mr. Sheridan, be said, '' He had 

no tibjecticHi to tell who be was. It was not over yet— ^here 

was a great deal more and worse to be done : his name was 
** imnes Hadfield ; be had served his time to a working til»ei»- 
** smith ; but bad enlisted into the 15th light dragoons, and hai) 
^ foi^ht for bis King and country.^ At this time the Prince of 
Wales and Duke of York entered the room, to be present at th^ 
jKami^iatioi^, }^p imrpediately tuffie^ \Q tfce Dukej ^pAs^ud-^*^ 
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^ ^kfioiw your Royal Htgboess— >God bless you. You are a good 
*^ fellow— -I have served with your Highneds, and*' (pointing to a 
^p cut over his eye, and another long scar on his cheek, said), 
*^ I got these, and more than these, in lighting by your side. At 
** L^icelieSy I was left three hours among the dead in a ditch, md 
^ Was taken prisoner by the French. 1 had my arm broken by a 
** shot, and eight sabre wounds in my head ; but I recovered, and 
^ here I am.*' He then gave the following account ojf himself^ 
and of his cooduct : 

He said, that having been discharged from the army on account 
of Ms wounds, he had returned to London, and now lived by work^ 
vag at his own trade. He made a good deal of money ; he worked 
for Mr. Solomon Hougham. Being weary of life, he last week 
1x>ught a pair of pistols from one William VVakelin, a hair-dresser 
4ind broker in St. John's Street. (Persons were immediately sent 
to bring Wakelin and his master to the Theatre.) He told him 
they were for his young master, who would give him a blunder* 
buss in exchange. That he borrowed a crown of his master that 
Btoming, with which he had bought some powder, and had gone 
to the house of Mrs. Mason, in Red Lion Street, to have some 
beer ; that he went backwards to the yard, and there he tried hit 

Eols. He found one of them good for nothing, and left it 
ind him. In his own trade he used lead, and he cast himself 
two slugs, with which he loaded his pistol and came to the 
llieatre. . 

During this part of his narrative Sir William Addingtdn, the ma** 
gistrate, arrived, and took the chair : he went over the examina^ 
tion of the persons who had seeured him, and who had seen the 
pistol levelled at His Majesty. He asked Hadfield what had 
induced him to attempt the life of the best of Sovereigns ? He 
answered, that he *' had not attempted to kill the King. He 
'^ had fired his pistol over the royal box. He was as good a skat 
^* as any in England ; but he was himself weary of life-— he wished 
*' for death, but not to die by his own hands. He was desirous 
^' to raise an alarm ; and wished that the spectators might fall 
'' upon him — he hoped that his life was forfeited." Being asked 
if he had any accomplices, he solemnly declared that he had none, 
and with great energy took God to witness, and laid his hand upon 
jhis heart. 

From this time he appeared to exhibit symptoms of derange- 
ment. When asked wh6 his father was ? he said, he had been 
post3IiOn to some duke; but be could not say what duke. He 
talked in a mysterious way of cheatns, and of a great commission 
he bad received In his sleep ; that he knew he was to be a martyr, 
and was to be persecuted Mce his great Master. He had be^ 
persecuted iii France ^ but he had not yet (leep su^ieotl^ tyiedt 
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He knew what he was to endure. He uttered many oth^ iKta> 
herent things in the same style. 

William Wakelin, tlie person of whom he had bought th( 
pistols, being brought to the house, was examined. He said, i 
was true that he had bought a pair of pistols of him, and that h< 
bad said that they were for his young master, who would give him i 
blunderbuss for them : but he had not yet got the blunderbuss. H 
)cnew very little of Hadfleld, but knew where he worked, and hac^ 
heard a good character of him ; but that the least drink affe<ited hi 
head. , 

Several persons from the house of Mrs. Mason, his acquaints 
ance, confirmed this fact : and they said they ascribed this to the 
very severe wounds he had received in the head. The least drink 
quite deranged him. 

Upon this evidence he was committed to Cold Bath Fields, for 
re-exainination ; and their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Clarence 
3nd Cumberland, and Mr. Sheridan, conducted him thither. 
His Majesty's Privy Council, however, desiring to examine him 
forthwith, to discover if he had any accomplices, he was taken to 
the Duke of Portland's ollicc, where he underwent another exa- 
inination. Mr. Major Wright, Mr. Tamplin, Mr. Holroyd, Mr. 
Calkin, Mr. Parkinson, Mr. Francis Wood, Mr. Lyon, and Mr. 
Dietz, the persons who were instrumental in securing him, and 
«vhose evidence was the most material as to directing the pistol to-» 
wards His Majesty's box, if not towards his sacred person, also 
attended, and were directed to attend again next day at one 
o'clock ; when a council was to be held. 

W^e now return to the proceedings in the Theatre. During th^ 
jjerformance of " God save the King," every passage that referred 
to the safety of II is Majesty was received with a thunder of ap- 
pl^iuse, and shpuiing of Huzza! At tlie end of the farce, which 
was The Humourist, " God save the King" was again demanded ; 
when Mr, Kelly sung the following additional verse, which had been 
writtei} inwrqmptu > — 

f ^ From ev'iy latent fbe, 
f ' From the assassin's blow, 

*/ Go4 save the King ! 
." 0*er him thine arm extend, 
" For Britain's sake defend 
, '' Our Father, Prince, and Friend : 

*' God save the King!" 

This stanza gave the audience peculiar pleasure, and was 
encored bv the easier desire of the whole house. 

Next day the Privy Council sat on the further examination of 

this man's conduct. Several of the prisoner's shopmates were 

. (sx^miuedt the tendency Qf wboae evidence showed that he w^ 

insane. He told his wife ^4 others, that, oi^ Tuesday l^t, he v^e% 
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a roan wbo assured him that he had had Jesus Christ in keeping 
£ve years, in Mount Sion, and that he was soon to visit this world* 
This man was one Truelock, a cobler, at Islington. He was taken 
before the Privy Council that day, and was much possessed with an 
opinion of the speedy return of our Saviour. V\ ith this idea he 
had possessed the prisoner also. Both seemed to be fanatical! j mad. 
At the Privy Council also appeared, and were examined^ the 
adjutauty and one of the captains of the 15th light dragoons, who 
said the prisoner had been considered as insane ; otherwise he was 
a brave good man, and much beloved by the regiment. About 
tliree months before, he went down to Croydon, to seethe regiment; 
and, while there, was taken so ill, that it was necessary to put him 
in a sti^ait waistcoat. Thev wondered he had not since been taken 
care of as a madman.—- It is remarkable, that he was the first per- 
son who had that night gained admission into the pit. On search-' 
ing the King's box and the orchestra, for the ball discharged from 
the pistol, a sli^ was found by the Duke of Clarence, in the cor^* 
nice of the royal box, eighteen inches only above where His 
Majesty stood ; and in the orchestra below, a flattened and 
irrtgdlar piece of lead was found, supposed to have recoiled firom 
the place where it struck. 

Hadlield was committed to Newgate, and tried at bar, in the 
Court of King's Bench, June 26, on a charge of high treason ; 
but the jury found the prisoner ^' Not Guilty ; being under the 
" influence of insanity when the action was done.'* 

Previous to the opening of Covent Garden Theatre for the sea* 
son 1 800- 1 , the performers received an official notice from Mr. 
Hughes, the treasurer, stating '^ that in future the charge of the 
*^ benefit would be l60/. exclusive of the usual charge of super- 
'' numeraries." On the opening of the season they found that the 
1136 of their orders had been restrained in a very unusual manner ; 
and that a number of new restrictions, individually of a trivial 
tiature, had taken place: — a committee of eight persons was there-* 
fore appointed to wait on Mr. Harris, and communicate to him 
the sentiments of the majority of the performers, who wished such 
^angements might be made, as to prevent all future difference of 
Sentiment between the proprietors and performers. Their letter 
Seemed chiefly to object to the additional charge of f 0/. on benefit- 
eights ; and to the une of SO/, on the refusal of a character.-^ 
The memoranda were sisfned bv Messrs. Munden, J. John- 
itone, Incledon, Pope, Fawcett, Holman, H. Johnston, and 
Kn^t— In reply, Mr. Harris contended that orders were a gra» 
uitous indulgence on the part of the managers ; but his opponents 
nsisted, that he had formerly admitted them to be, the privilege of 
lie actors ; he acknowledged, however, a disposition to make that 
idolgeQce at aocommod^ing as possible. The cfaai|;e on bene- 
TOL. I* e 
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fit-ti]ght9y the proprietors argued, had ever been regDlatcd by ih€ 
•ctual expenditure of each night of performance, and the pre0eDt 
charge was much under the nightlj expense : the enlargement of 
the Theatre, and the advancement of the price, were said to be 
Aiuch more than an equivalent to the performers for the unavoxd^ 
able increased charge : and that the Ane for refusing a^character 
had been established two seasons ago, without a murmur, and had 
proved of such efficacy, that not a single fine had been imposed 
tince thencw regulation. The treasurer stated also, that on an 
siccurate calculation, he found that the nightly expenses very con- 
siderably exceeded the sum of l60/.— In a subsequent letter, ad- 
dressed to the eight performers by Mr. Hughes, he reduces tb« 
question to this simple ground : " Whether the Theatre shall b© 
*' governed and controlled by eight performers, each of them receiv- 
** itig, in one season, on an average, 760/. per annum, exclusive of 
** bis summer and other private emoluments, sick or well, act or 
'* not act, without risk of any sort?' or " Whether the manage- 
" ment, with all its detailed regulations, shall remain with the pro- 
*' prietors, whose profits depend altogether on conduct, good for* 
** tune, and the favour of the public ?" 

A second negotiation was opened by Mr. Lewis, in the mondi 
of Jimuary ; and Mr. Cumberland undertook to become a media- 
tor ; but nothing was elFected towards a pacification ; and the per- 
formers at length resolved on laying their case before the publiC| 
in a pamphlet, written by Mr. Holman, in which they very fully 
entered into the subject. 

For several weeks this 'theatrical dispute was the topic of 
general discussion, in which both parties had their friends and 
iidvocates. At length it was agreed by the persons concerned, to 
leave the subject to the decision of the Lord Chamberlain, with- 
out any further appeal. His Lordship entered into the merits of 
the question, and gave his verdict in favour of the Manager. 
Messrs. Pope and Holman left the Theatre at the expiration of 
their respective articles; the other six performers were imme- 
diately reconciled to Mr. Harris, and the business of the Theatre 
went on without any further interruption. 

The Si St of October 1800 ushered Mr. George Frederic 
Cooke to a London audience, at Covent Garden Theatre, in thf 
character of Richard the Third. He has since played Shylock^ 
-^Kitely, the Stranger, and many other characters ; but in tragedy 
we consider lago as one of his best performances : the public, how* 
^ver, is in the highest degree indebted to him for baring restored 
to tfie stage, with full eflFect, Macklin's two Scotch characters of 
Sir Archy M'Sarcasm and Sir Pertinax M^Sycopbant, which had 
nearly been lost. ' These fad deKneatei Hfotii adimniMy. 
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On the MA of Mty 1802, Mr. King, of Drury Lane Theatre, 
took leave of the stage. See p. 438, of ihis volume. 

At the conclusion of the Hayniarket p< rrormmices in 1802,Mr« 
Colman gave notice, that on account ot* the winter I'heatres 
having of late years extended their seasons to an unusually late 
period, he must, at his next opening, request indulgence for the 
best company that he could possibly select iVoui provincial The- 
atres. " When a royal patent," said Mr. Tawcett, who delivt^.red 
the farewell address, " was about to be granted to the late Mr. 
Foote, it was inquired, with that justice which characterizes 
the EInglish Throne, what annual extent of term might be 
" allowed him, without injur v to the theatrical patents then exist- 
ing in this metropolis. The proprietors of the winter I'heatres 
were interrogated on this point ; and in consequence of theii* 
*' documents, a patent was gjrauted to Footed for Ins life, to ojicn 
" a Iheatre annually, from the loth Ma^ to the lolb of Septeni- 
^' ber inclusive. 

'* The winter houses never closed precisely on the commence^ 
*' ment of his term-**-but Foote was unique^ and aepended, chiefly, 
'^ on his own writing and his own acting. A license was given to 
" the elder Colman, for the same annual term, on Foote's dea h: 
*' but aware that he could not, likfe his singularly-gifted pre(lece-si)r, 
** depend on bis own individual powers, he engaged a rejiu.'ar 
** company of comedians, chiefly selected from the winter TF;e-. 
" atres, for whose assistance tie was obliged to wait tiii those 
" Theatres closed. 

** He ventured, in every shape, very deeply on a limited privilege, 
'' which this mode •f speculation rendered still more limited. 

*' The younger Colman, our present proprietor, succeeded hi$ 
*' father in the license, but bought the proper ti/, at the expense of 
" several thousand pounds ; and thus came into a Theatre, where 
" the custom of depending on the movements of the winter house* 
** has now curtailed its short season of nearh/ one third. 

" 1 he object at length in view is, to remedy the evil, without 
''invidious and vain attempts to attack much more powerful 
" Theatres, who have an undoubted privilege of acting plays all 
'* the year round. The proprietor has no intention ot tiring the 
'' public ear by a querulous appeal ; he admits that others have 
" the fullest right to make their property as productive as possible : 
'* he wishes merely to follow their example, and solicits your 
^ support in his efforts for establishing a company of actors, totally 
** independent of them. There are but ihree houses permitted 
'*' to give you regular batches of plays in London ; and this house 
'* (by far the most humble) sees no reason, when thty will be all 
" making their bread, on the 1 .5th of next May, why even three 
" of a trade should not perfectly agree. 
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*" Should his arrangeroeDts succeed, which are, even at this 
'* early period, actirely forming, you will (on the re-opening of 
** the Theatre) greet the return to London of some favountes, 
^' who, it is trusted, will find no diminution of your protection :— 
'^ you will witness new and rising merit, which it is your marked 
^' practice to foster. There is no theatrical town in the United 
" Kingdom which will not be resorted to, in the hope of pro- 
" curing you its choicest produce : — and, in addition to other aa- 

^ '^ thors, you M^ill be entreated, early in the season, to show your 
'^ indulgence to the proprietor's further attempts at dramatic 
^' composition ; whose p^n, he humbly hopes, notwithstandiif 
'^ the long duration of your encouragement, is not yet quite worn 
" out in your service." 

This statement was received throughout with frequent marks of 
approbation ; and concluded amidst loud and continued applause. 
Accordingly, on the l6th of May 180.3, Mr. Colman opened 
with a new company, almost exclusively strangers to the London 

. boards. The performances were, a prelude, called No Preludtl 
with The Jew, and The Jgreeabie Surprise. The new acton 
and actresses possessed various degrees of merit ; but we do not 
recollect that more than one of tlie number made any permanent 
impression on the public mhid : that one was Mr. Matthews, 
from the York Theatre, who enacted Jabel in the comedy, and 
Lingo in the farce ; and exhibited such talents as at once esta- 
blished him a favourite with the town. It would appear, thatThdr 
Majesties took, an interest in Mr. Colman's. scheme of an inde- 
pendent company ; for the performances of the first night were 
repeated on tiie second, by the royal command ; and, within a 
fortnight after, the royal visits to the 1 heatre had been thrice re- 
peated ; though nine years had elapsed since that Theatre had been 
so honoured.— We suppose, however, that either the performers 
on the whole did not please the public, or that such as were to- 
lerable procured eng^ements in the winter Theatres ; but cer- 
tain it is, that after that season the plan was abandoned, and the 
Haymarket manager again awaited the breaking-up of the winter 
companies, from which to form his own *. 

On the 12th of September 1803, Covent Garden Theatre 
opened under the stage-management of Mr. Kemble, who haa 
recently purchased, for 24,0(X)/. a sixth share of the concera. 

At the termination of the Haymarket season, in 1 804, Mr. 
Colman iutinratiug a design to dispose of half the property of the 
Theatre, Mr. Winston, a gentleman of fortune, became a purchaser 
of it, in conjunction with Mr. Morris, brother-in-law to Mr. 
Colman. 

* The independent plan, however, appears to have been in great measure tgait 
resorted to this season (i8iij : with what success, the treasurer and the proprie^ni 
Hakknow. 
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The first of December of this ymskr will form a kind of era in 
the history of the Bi itish Stage, as having brought before a Loudon 
audience a juvenile actor, of very extraordinary acquirements^ at Co- 
vent Garden Theatre, as Achniet, in Barbarossa : we mean Master 
William Henry West Betty, who had but just attained his thirteenth 
year, but had, in his previous provincial course, obtained the im* 
posing name of the Young Roscius. 1 he eagerness of the public 
to see this phenomenon was such, that three Theatres might have 
been filled by the crowd that sought admission this evening ; and 
many very serious accidents happened to various individuals, by 
reason of the pressure at \h% different doors. His attraction was 
such, that he was soon engaged to perform, alternately, at Drury 
Lane and Covent Garden ; ai the former of which, the bills always 
announced him as the Young Roscius ; at the latter, without any 
such quackery, as Master Betty. It were wholly incompatible 
with the. design of this brief sketch to enter at large on the per-> 
formances of this young actor, whose company was courted by 
noble lords, who was kissed and caressed by noble dames, and 
who had even the honour of being introduced to His Grace the 
venerable Archbishop of York. Suffice it to say, that he after* 
wards performed Richard, Hamlet, Macbeth, Octavian, Romeo, 
Gustavus Vasa, Tancred, Osmyn, Orestes, Zanga, and several 
other first-rate characters, with various degrees of merit, but with 
astonishing success ; receiving 50/. and, latterly, it is said, 100/. 
per n^ht for his performances. Master Betty took his final leave 
of the public, with a benefit at Drury Lane, May 17> IBOS, after 
playing Tancred and Captain Flash. 

The over-zealous friends of this young gentleman claimed for 
him the very highest rank as an efficient actor: his violent oppo- 
nents decried him without any discrimination ; but eat modus in 
rebus. The truth is, that, as a bw/, he exhibited wonderful ta- 
lents ; but with this praise his friends ought to have been satisfied ; 
for he was not, he could not be, an el/icient actor : could any one 
among the audience be for a moihent persuaded of the reality of 
the scenes enacted, when he saw a boy of thirteen or fourteen (con- 
.sorted with men and women of from twenty-five to sixty years of 
•age) supporting such chnracters as Zanga, Gustavus Vasa, Richard 
the Third, Orestes, and Macbeth ? Surprise at such a pre<ocity of 
talent as he exhibited, might and must be excited; but to be 
effected by, or interested in, the passing scenes, was impossible. 

A circumstance which we are now about to relate tended, we 
think, in a great degree, to cure the mania which had prevailed for 
some time in favour of acting children. On the 23d of November 
1805, a Miss Mudie, called The Theatrical Phenomenon, a 
child apparently about eight years old, but with a figure petite 
#ven for that age, wbo had played, the preceding season, the firsjbi* 
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rate comic character^ at Binningham, liverpcol, l>ub1in, and 
other ThtaMes!! made her debdt at Covent Garden!!! as Mirt 
Peggy, ill Tne Country Girl, It is true, she repeated the viori^ 
of the part correctly : her deportment was confident, unembar^ 
rassed, and sprightly ; her voice, for her age, powerful : and hct 
actiug evinced intelligence and industry. In short, consideriiq; 
her performance as that of an infant, it was surprising ; but re- 
gard rig it as a DBAMATic pEHsoNiFiCATioN, it was in the higheit 
degree contemptible. 

In the first scene, tbe sense of the house was good-naturedly 
expressed; for when Moodt/ promised " tit send her back into tki 
*' country,'^ the audience very cordially expressed their concur* 
rence by loud applause. In the succeeding scenes they were leM 
equivocal; for when she came to be talked of as a wife, as a 
mistresSf as an ohject of love and jealousy, the scene became M 
ridiculous, that hissing and horse* laughing ensued. The little child 
was also contrasted with the fine person of Miss Brunton, now 
Countess of Craven (Alithea), with a plume of three upright ostrich 
feathers on her head, the whole constituting a figure nearly seven feet 
high. .When Peggy was with her guardian, Mr. Murray, no very td 
man, she did not reach much higher than his knee ; he was obliged 
to stoop even to lay his hand on hejr head ; to bend himself doublf 
to kiss her ; and where she had to lay hold of his neckcloth tocoai 
him, and pat his cheek, he was obliged to go almost on all- fours. 
In the third act. Miss Peggy is seen walking in the paik, dressed io 
boy's clothes, under the care of her jealous guardian. Miss Mudiei 
instead of appearing a fine young man who ought to be ^' shown the 
*' town," looked shorter than before, and even too little to be safeli/ 
put into breeches. Yet Mr. Brunton, as her lover Belville, pur- 
sued her, and was transported to find her under this disguise ; and 
Mr. Murray, her pretended husband, was thrown into an agony of 
despair at the idea of another man taking her by the hand. The 
absurdity was too great to be endured ; and there was a burst of 
censure from all parts of the house. At last Mr. Charles Kemble^ 
as Harcourt, exclaimed-*-" IjCt me introduce you, nephew ; yoa 
'* should know each other; you are very like, and of the samI 
** AGE." It was all over after this; for the whole effect wa& so 
out of nature, so very ludicrous, that the audience soon decided 
egainst Miss Mudie. At first, they had not hissed when she wa0 
on the stage, from delicacy ; but in her absence hissed the per* 
formance, to stop the play, if possible. But as she persevered 
confidently, they at length hissed her, and called vehementfy O^/ 
i)ff! Miss Mudie was not, however, without a strong party <rf 
flurn-^em-^atSy to support her; but the noise increased to such a 
degree in the latter scenes, that not a word could be heard ; oo 
Hi^bkk MiflB Mudie (whQ ifad hilberlo appeared eidtirely occupied 
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ritii the business of the scene^ and ^hose energy bad not been in 
be least damped by the marked disapprobation of the house) 
r'alfced to the front of the stage, with great confidence and compo- 
iire^ though not without some signs of indignation, and said, 

*' Ladies and Gentlemen^ 
** I have done nothing to offend you ; and as for those who are. 
»ent here to hiss me, I will b^ much obliged to you to turn them 
out." 

This bold speech from such a baby astonished the audience : 
3me roared with laughter, some hissed, others called O/jT/ Q^/ 
nd many applauded. Miss Mudie did not appear to be in the 
ightest degree chagrined or enibarrassed, but went on with the 
:%ne as if she had been completely successful. At the end of it^ 
le uproar was considerable; and a loud cry arising of Manager! 
Manager! Mr. Kemble came forward, and said, 

" Gentlemen, 
** The great applause with which Miss Mudie has been received 
at various provincial Theatres, encouraged in her friends a hope 
that her merit might be such as to pass the tribunal of your judg* 
mctttj'^ Violent A«Wwg.>— Be assured, however, Gentlen^eOy 
that the proprietors of this Theatre by no meaus wish to presf 
any species of entertainment upon you which ma^ not m^et your 
most perfect approbation. — (Loim/ applause, ^t^^j therefore^ 
you will permit Miss Mudie—" . (rio! No!) — — 
Mr. Kemble could not be heard for some time : but at laMt 
eatly resumed— 

" llie drama's laws, the drama's patrons give !'* 

** We hope, however, that as the play has proceeded so far, you 
will allow Miss Mudie to finish the character." 
" JSio! NoT was vociferated from vai'ious parts of the bouse, 
finding this of no avail, Mr. Kemble tried his success with the 
male part of the assemblage, by saying with emphasi;}, 

" Ladies and Gentlemen, 
" Let me entreat that you will allow Miss Mudie to finish her 

Sart. Perhaps, when you are informed, that, after this night, 
f iss Mudie will be withdrawn from the stage, you will be in- 
duced to comply," 

This last appeal seemed to prodjuce the desired effect ; but the 
im was deceitful ; for, upon the next appearance of the child, 
i uproar broke out with such violence, that she was compelled 
retire. Mr. Murray then came forward, and rt quested to. be 
urd for a few words, which he delivered a& follows : 

** Ladies and Geutlemeny 
^ If you will have the kindness to allow us to trespass upon 

om jpatieioce 6ve nuuuteSi Mi^s Se^leg with your iiidiilgeiKe^ 
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^* will play Miss Mudie's part from the commencement of tbe fifth 
" act." ' 

Order was again restored : but, upon tbe appearance of Miss 
Searle, hostilities were ungenerously renewed between the parti- 
sans of Miss Mudie and the Anti-Roscianites, All was noise 
and confusion. When it was found that anv further interferencsc 
would but ** more embroil the fray," the remainder of the comedy 
was converted, into pantomimic show, not a word being heard; 
and the curtain fell on the most imperfect performance ever before 
witnessed on a London stage. 

This child, it was said, had met with great success at the pro- 
vincial Theatres, and even hi the great metropolis of Dublb. 
When her friends, therefore, applied to the managers at Covent 
Garden to exhibit her talents, though we have not a doubt that 
those gentlemen saw the absurdity in its true light ; yet they might 
well be apprehensive, that if they rejected the application, an in- 
vidious turn might have been given to their refusal ; as if an undue 
Sarsimony had induced them to withhold from the public ex- 
ibitions that had greatly excited and would amply gratify cu- 
riosity: and though it is certain, that the respectability of tbe 
actor's profession should not be lightly compromised ; yet much 
allowance must be made for the anxiety of managers to meet the 
wishes, and even to gratify the caprice, of their patrons ; their 
apology, however, will not be so well made by us,, as it has al- 
ready been by the Leviathan of British literature, in the follow- 
ing lines of a prologue on the opening of Drury Lane llieatre, 
Sept. 20, 1747 ; 

«' Hard is his lot, that, here by fortune plac'd, 

** Must watch the zvild vicissiiudes of taste ; 

" With every meteor of caprice must play, 

'* And chase the new-blown bubbles of the day. 

" Ah ! let not censure term our fate onr choice j 

" The stage but echoes back the public voice : 

•' The drama's laws, ihe drama's patrons give ; 

*' For we, that livb to flbase, must please to live. 

*' Then prompt no more the follies you decry, 

'* As tyrants doom their tools of guilt to die." 

The months of May and June 1808 were destined to deprive 
the lovers of good acting of two very deserving female favourites : 
Miss Pope, of Drury Lane Theatre, on the 26th of May, and 
Mrs. Mattocks, of Covent Garden, on the 7 th of June, bade 
farewell to the public ; the former after a service of more than 
half a century in the same company ; the latter after a theatrical 
life of nearly sixty years ! 

A sad fatality awaited the opening of the winter season of 
)808-0 ; for^ about four in the mor^^ng of the ^Oth of Sept^iberi 
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I fire was discovered to have broken out in Covent Garden The« 
itre ; and so tierce and rapid was its course, that in less than three 
lours the whole of the interior was destroyed. The loss of pro-» 
perty, belonging both to the proprietors and to individuals em- 
ployed in the concern, may be conceived to have been very great ; 
bat the most melancholy part of the catastrophe was, the destruc- 
tion of about twenty lives, by the unexpected falling-in of the 
Apollo room, near the Piazza door. 

In this exigency, Mr. Taylor, of the Opera House, with great 
liberality, proffered the use of that theatre to Messrs. Harris and 
Kemble; and on the 26th the Covent Garden company com- 
menced their operations there with Douglas and Rosina, 

Measures, however, were immediately concerted for erecting a 
new theatre on the site of that which had thus fallen a prey to the 
devouring element ; and tliis task was assigned to Robert Smirke, 
jun. Esq. as architect, and Mr. Copland as builder. In order to 
defray, in part, the great expense attached to such an undertaking, 
it was proposed to raise the sum of 50,000/. by subscription, in 
shares of 500/. each, under the immediate patrona<]^e of His Ma- 
jesty ; each of the subscribers to receive (clear of the property- 
tax, and all other charges and outgoings whatsoever) an annuity 
of 25l. to commence from the opening of the said new theatre, 
and to continue for the term of eighty-five years (being the remain- 
ing term of the lease, and of all the premises), with the addition of 
an annual transferable free admission to any part of the theatre be- 
fore the curtain (private boxes excepted); for which the sub- 
scribers would be secured by the patent, and the new theatre with 
the scenery, machinery, and all other property therein contained.-^ 
Among the first subscribers were, 'Iheir Royal Highnesses the 
Prince of Wales, Duke of York, Duke of Cumberland, and Duke 
of Cambridge ; His Grace the Duke of Bedford; the Marquis 
of Salisbury; the Earl of Dartmouth (Lord Chamberlain); the 
Earl of Guildford ; Earl Cholmondeley ; Lord Viscount Mount- 
joy ; Sir Francis Burgeois, Bart. ; Lieutenant-colonel Cookson ; 
Francis Freeling, Esq.; Colonel O' Kelly; General Keppel ; 
William Garrow, and J. J. Angerstein, Esqrs. Ibe subscription 
was completely filled in a very few days. 

The foundation-stone of the new structure received the high 
honour of being laid, on the Slst of December, by His Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales in person, as Grand Master of the 
Freemasons of Great Britain, attended by the Grand Lodge in 
ample form. A spectacle like this is of such rare occurrence, 
that we may perhaps be expected to depart, in the present instance, 
£rom the rigid brevity of the preceding abstract, and to enter a Uttle 
into the detail. 
Preparatory to the ceremoiqr, aa extensive range of temporary 
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accommodations had been prepared within the area of the baild- 
ing, for the reception of spectators of both sexes, who were ad- 
mitted .only by tickets issued by the managers to their friends. The 
whole site had been admirably arranged for this gr»nd spectacle^ at 
great ex|)ense and labour. The west side was occupied by one 
extensive box, with three rows of seats, covered with green baize, 
the front of the whole decorated with festoon drapery of the samf 
colour ; an elevated space being left behind, to contain t^ice al 
many. Fronting this, and parallel with Bow Street, was a similar 
building, set apart for the accommodation of the numerous bodf 
of Freemasons from the Grand Lodge ; at the north end of which 
was erected a spacious marquee for the Illustrious Grand Master 
and his suite. Immediately opposite to the tent, at the north-east 
point of the intended stage of the theatre, the massy foundation* 
stor)e, containing sixty cubic feet, and weighing three tons, hung 
auspended from a triangle by a cable and windlass (with a mechani- 
cal apparatus called a lewis )y over its proper bed. On the centre 
scaffold-pole was reeved the royal standard of England ; and at 
each angle of the ground were hoisted her vari-coloured naval flags. 
On a platform, on the north side, were ranged the military bandf 
of the first regiment of guards, the Coldstream, and that of thti 
city light-horse, in full uniform : the band of the third regiment 
of guards was also present, stationed with the detachment of their 
corps under arms, with their colours flying, near the Bow Street 
enti-ance : in diflerent parts of the area were scaiSblds covered 
with hundreds of workmen. 

The Grand Lodge was opened at Freemasons' Hall at twelw; 
and about half past twelve o'clock the members walked in pro« 
cession to Bow Stneet, the junior lodges first. The representative 
of the Grand Master walked last ; being preceded by the Chevalier 

RusfHui bearing the grand sword ; and by ■ ■ ***, at 

Master of the Senior Lodge (Lodge of Antiquity, No. I.), bear* 
ing the Constitutions of the fraternity, containing their history^ 
charges, regulations, &c. drawn from ancient records and tra* 
ditions. 

On their arrival at the ground, they were welcomed to 
the places assigned them by the bapds playing the old 
tune attached to the song of ^^ A Free and an Accepted Ma- 
*' son." The Grand Officers proceeded to the marquee, and 
were there arranged in order; among these were, Generak 
Calvert and Burton ; Alderman Kewnbam, Charles Mari^, £$<}• 
Alderman Sir John Earner, Knt. Sir William Rawlins, Knt. Co^ 
lonel Eliott, Colonel Farmer, Sir John Macnamara Hayes, Bart, 
die Earl 4»f Mountnorris, liord Valentia, John Bayford, Es<|^ 
(Grand Treasurer), William Forsteen, Esq. Sir William Chalmen, 
«at.W4lie(irdv4»f Van, A.S.<^ordoii,£sq. UH.W. Cbevftlier 
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Ruspini (GramI Sword-bearer)^ the Bearer of the Consliiution^ 
tnd Mr. White (Grand Secretary). 

The Masters and Wardens of most of the Lodges within twenty 
miles of town attended, habited in the inngnia of the order, to 
the number of about 400. 

The several bauds now played alternate airs till one o'clock, th# 
hour fixed for the appearance of the Prince of Wales ; at which 
time, nearly to an instant, His Royal Highness, accompanied by 
his illustrious brother the Duke of Sussex (attended by General 
Hulse, and Colonels M^Mahon and Bloomfield), arrived under aa 
escort of horse-guards. His Royal Highness was received on 
his entrance, at the Bow Street door, by the Earl of Moira, Act- 
ing Grand Master; the detachments of guards saluting with 
grounded colours, and beating " The Grenadier's March." Mr, 
Harris and Mr. Kemble, after paying their respects to Hb 
Rc^al Highness, ushered him to the marquee : his arrival was 
announced by the loud plaudits of the people, the royal standard 
being hoisted, and the discharge of a royal salute of artillery. 
His Royal Highness, who was dressed in blue, with a scarlet 
collar, wearing the insignia of his ofjSce as Grand Master, a pair 
of gold compasses set with brilliants and other jewellery, also a 
whit* apron bordered with purple and fringed with gold, appeared 
in high health and spirits. Proceeding, uncovered, with his suite, 
through a railed platform spread with superfine broad green cloth 
bound with scarlet and yellow (forty dismounted life-guardsmen, 
who were Masons, lining the sides of the railing), the company 
all rose as His Royal Highness passed the platform to the marquee, 
and gave him three cheers; when the united bands immediately 
struck up '' God save the King." His Royal Highness, as he 
passed, smilingly bowed to the ladies with the most fascinating 
lability. 

1 he grand officers had previoudy placed die masonic instruments 
on a table in the marquee. A plan of the building, with its sections 
and elevation, was now presented to His Royal Highness by 
Robert Smirke, jun. Esq. the architect, and a gilt silver trowel 
by Mr. Copland, the builder of the ediiice. Having passed a short 
^me in conversation with the proprietors, and with the grand 
masonic officers in the marquee. His Royal Highness proceeded 
to the ceremonial. On a signal given, die coriierstone was raised 
«bout four feet : six hodmen, in white aprons, instantly conveyed 
Ae necessary quantity of fine cementing mortar, which wat 
iieatly spread on the ba8e*4tone by as many workmen of the build- 
ing, similarly dressed. His Royal Highness now advanced, un* 
covered, to the north^«ast corner of the stone ; when John Bay^ 
4brd, -E^. as Grand Treasurer, deposited, in a space cut for it in 
-ikm 4^i«NMotHitoti0^ » liran km;^ ^ontamng tb^ ftriliiliL fs^i^ 
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ailver, and copper coins of the present reign. On a part of the 
stone was ** Long live Georgb Prince of Wales," and *' To the 
'* King ;" with a medallion of the Prince. There were also de- 

fi)sited two large medals ; one of bronze, bearing a head of Hi^ 
oyal Highness on one side, and on the other the following in- 

tcription : 

GEORGIUS. 

PRINCEPS WALLIARUM. 

THEATRI. 

REGIS INSTAURANDI AUSFICIIS. 

IN HORTIS BENEDICTINIS. 

LONDINI. 

FUNDAMENTA. 

Sua manu Locavit. 

M.DCCC.VJII. 

The other medal, engraved on copper, bore, on one side, this 

inscription : 

Under the Auspices of 

His Most Sacred Majesty GEORGE III. 

King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

The Foundation-stone of the Theatre, 

Covent Garden, 

Was laid by His Royal Highness 

GEORGE PRIXCE OF WALES, 

M.DCCC.VIIl. 

On the reverse was engraven—* 

ROBERT SMIRKE, Architect 

His Royal Highness now, as Grand Master, finished the ad- 
justment of the mortar with his trowel ; when the upper stone 
was lowered in the sling to its destined position; all the bandf 
playing " Rule Britannia," a charge of artillery being fired, and 
the people with the most animating cheers applauding the spec- 
tacle. The junior and senior Grand Wardens, and the acting 
Grand Master, the Earl of Moira, now severally presented His 
Royal Highness with the plumb, the leve^, and the square; and 
the Prince, having applied them to the fabric, and pronounced 
the work correct, gave the stone three strokes with his mallet. 

Three elegant silver cups were then presented successively to His 
Royal Highness, containing corn, wine, and/oil, which he scattered and 
.poured over die surface of the stone ; all the bands playing ^' God 
** save the King." His Royal Highness then restored the plan of 
the building into the hands of the architect, approving that speci- 
men of his genius, and desiring him to complete the structure 
conformably tliereto : then graciously turning to Mr. Harris and 
Mr. Kemble, he wiobed prosperity to the building; and ih% ob«^ 
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jects connected with it ; and success and happbess to its proprie- 
tors and managers. 

The ceremony being finished^ the band played '' Rule Britan- 
" nia;" and the Prince, the Duke of Sussex, and the Earl of 
Moira, were escorted back to the Prince's carriage by the ma- 
nagers and the grand officers, under a second ro^al salute of 
twenty-one guns. 

Thus endeda ceremouikl, which, by the excellent pre-arrangement 
of its managers, and the graceful yet dignified manner in which th^ 
illustrious chief actor performed his part, exhibiteS an interesting 
spectacle, that excited general admiration and applause ; and all 
who had the honour to approach the Prince spoke in raptures of 
his polite and captivating manners on the occasion. Although the 
neighbouring houses were covered to the roof-tops, and manj 
thousands of people were assembled in the streets, not a single 
accident happened to interrupt so splendid a termination of the old 
year! 

The Masters and Wardens of the Masonic Ledges then re- 
turned in procession to their Hall in Great Queen Street ; and th« 
Grand Loidge was closed, after making a formal minute of the 
proceedings, and receiving, through the medium of the Grand 
Treasurer, the thanks of the Prince for the favour of their at- 
tendance on His Koval Highness. 

Messrs. Harris and Kemble afterwards received a letter from 
Colonel M'Mahon, dated from Carleton House; stating, that hn 
had it in command from His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
to express his high approbation of the very great order and regu- 
larity with which the whole arrangement of the ceremonial had 
been formed and conducted> 

By a very extraordinary fatality, it happened, that scarcely had 
the town-talk respecting the foregoing ceremony ceased, when the 
magnificent Theatre in Drury Lane, which had not been'erected 
above sixteen years, was wholly destroyed by a fire, which broke 
out about eleven o'clock at night of the 24th of February 1809; 
on which night it providentially happened that, being a Friday in 
Lent, no performance had taken place, or the consequences might 
have been such as will not bear contemplation. Mr. Sheridan 
was in the House of Commons when he received the first uitelli- 
gence of this fatal event ; and though he \vas evidently much af- 
fected by the shock ; yet when, with a generous feeling, it was ob- 
served by Mr. Elliot and Earl Temple, that it would be proper 
to acljourn a debate in which he was expected to take a part, he 
summoned fortitude enough to say, '^ that, however lamentable the 
'^ event might be as to himself, he thought it not of such a nature 
** as ought to interrupt the business of the nation." 

The Covent Garden company having removed to the Little 
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Theatre iii the Hsymarket, wkieh they opened on the 4di of Oe- 

tember 1808, Mr. Taylor, of the Opera House, i^ain stepped 
forward, and generously granted the use of his Theatre (gratis) 
to the now unemployed performers of the Drury Lane company, 
for their own benefits, for sL\ nights, viz. March l6th, 20th^ and 
fl3d; April 3d, 6th, and 10th. On the 11th a select number of 
the company, under the authority of the Lord Chamberlain, opened 
the little Theatre in the Lyceum ; where they have since continued 
to perform through the usual winter seasons. 

To the retirement of theatrical favourites from the stage, we 
have now to add that of an excellent comedian, Mr. William 
Thomas Lewis, of Covent Garden, who quitted the boards on 
the £9th of May 1809,^ after performing the Copper Captain ia 
Rule a Wife and Have a Wife. He took leave of the public 
"with a valedictory address ; in which he was enabled to say, that, 
during a service of thirty-six years in that Theatre, he had never 
once been so unfortunate as to have incurred their displeasure *, 

The 26th of June produced a theatrical concern on a new plan: 
the Lyceum Theatre was opened by permission of the Lord 
Chamberlain, granted to Mr. Samuel James Arnold, for the novel 
purpose of peiforming, during the summer seasons, English operas 
only ; and it is believed, that the company has hitherto been to* 
lerably successful. 

We have now reached an era in the History of the English 
Stage, at which it seems proper to terminate this brief sketch: 
■we mean the opening, on the 18th of September 1809, of the 
New Theatre Royal, Covent Garden; which had arisen from the 
ground, as it were by magic, in the short space of liess than nine 
months, at an expense of 150,000/. 

All advance in the prices of admission, to the pit, of from 35. 6(f. 
to 4s, ; aixl to the boxes, of from 65. to 7«. ; had been previously 
announced, by the proprietors, as a matter to which they had been 
'^ compelled by absolute necessity.'* This circumstance, how- 
ever, together with a considerable. addition to the former number 
of private or property boxes, gave birth to such a riot as was un* 
paralleled by any thing before recorded in the annals of .the 
drama ; but into the particulars of which we, on many accounts, 
forbear to enter : let it suffice to state, that, in the result, an ami- 
cable composition was made between the managers and their 
Opponents t; the number of private boxes was iaduced to that 
mt which they stood in 1802, being three on each side ; tlie price 
of admission to the boxes was allowed to be raised to Ts. but that 
to the pit, it was agreed, should remain as before. 
JSovember 19, 1811. 

* Mr. Lewis died Jan. 13, x8ii, in the 62d year of his a^« 
f These pt-rsons, very t*arly in the^ dispute^ assume tbe app«llatioh of 0. P,% 
l^ aa abbreviau«a of stickleis for Oid Pricu* 
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'to tli« foregoing brief Account of llie English Tlieatre, the for- 
mer part of which, it is but justice to ackuowledge, is chielHj 
extracted from the Preface to Mr. Dodsley'ts Celled ion of Old 
Piai/s, and tKe Supplement added to it in the year 1780; it may 
not be improper to subjoin a short account of the several autbon 
who have already produced works of the present kind. 

The first of these which presents itself, is a List printed in the 
3rear 1656, and prefixed to GofFe's tragi-comedy of The Careless 
Shej^^erdesSy by the booksellers who published that piece. It 
dODtdns merely a catalogue of such plays as were then commonly 
sold, without specifying either the dates or sizes of them. Tliia 
list was augmented by Francis Kirkman, a bookseller, in 166 ly 
^th the same defects as were to be found in the former. 

After an interval of sixteen years, Gerard Langbaine, son of 
the provost of Queen's College, Oxford, produced a new CSata* 
logue in quarto, to which he gave the title of Momus Triumphans* 
Mr. Warton observes of him, that " he was first placed with a 
^* bookseller in London ; but at sixteen years of age, in 1672, hm 
** became a gentleman-commoner of University College, in Oxford. 
*' His literature chiefly consisted in a knowledge of the novels and 
** pli^s of various languages ; and he was a constant and critical 
^ att^idant of the playhouses many years. Retiring to Oxford ia 
** the year I69O, he died the next year, having amassed a colleo- 
'' tion of more dian a thousand printed plays, masques, and inter- 
^ ludej.** Five hundred copies of his pamphlet being quickly 
fold, tjie remaiuder of the impression appeared next year with an* 
other title, viz.. A new Catalogue of English PlaySy containing 
Comedies, &c. London, 4to. I688. At length he digested his 
work anew, with great accessions and improvements, which he 
entitled An Account of the English Dramatick Poets^ &c. 
Oxon. 8vo. 1691 • Of the several Catalogues of the English 
Stage, Langbaine's only is to be implicitly relied on for iti 
fidelity. He seems to have been scrupulously exact in put- 
ting down no more than he had authority for ; and had he been 
eqaalfy diligent in inquiring after the first editions of the several 
dramatic pieces then extant, his work would have been more use- 
ful to the public ; but contenting himself with such copies as were 
in his possession, he has been the means of introducing the greatest 
confusi6n in such writers as have heedlessly quoted him, and 
thereto occasioned the most embarrassing anachronisms in their 
compositions. To kis want of acquaintance with the e^irliest 
editions of each author, it may be ascribed, that he chose an al- 
phabetical mode of arranging the works of the several writers. 
With all its faults, however, it is the best book which the subject 
afibrded ; and has furnished great assistance to every writer who 
jbs had occasion to haT# recourse to it. 

4 
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K'ith considerable Improvements. To which is added, a complete 
List of Plays, the earliest Date, Size, and Author's Name 
(zchere known), f'om the Commencement to 1801. The whole 
arranged, fy:, hy Walei/ Chamberlain Oultoru As a mere ca- 
talogue, this book (which was, by an Appendix, continued to the 
year 1803) has considerable merit. Much diligence seems to have 
been exerted in collecting names of dramatic pieces not mentioned 
in former lists ; and we are sorry to be obliged to qualify our praise 
of it, by saying, that many inaccuracies occur in the titles, dates, au- 
thors' names, 8cc. These may, perhaps, be errata of the pressj but 
they deduct greatly from the utility of the book. 

The work which is now republished next claims to be noticed. 
It is professedly founded on Mr. David Erskine Baker's publica"* 
tion, in 2 vols. 12mo. 1764, entitled, The Companion to the 
Playhouse ; or, an Historical Account of all the Dramatic 
Writers (and their Works) that have appeared in Great BHtain 
and Ireland, from the Commencement of our theatrical Exhibit 
iions, down to the present Year 1764- Composed in the Fomi.(f 
a Dictionary, for the more readily turning to any particular 
Author, or Performance. 

Besides the labours of Langbaine, Gildon, Jacob, and Whi»- 
cop, Mr. Baker is said to have had the use of some manuscripts 
belonging to Mr. Coxeter, a person who was Tery diligent in 
collecting materials for the lives of the English poets *. That 

* Coxcter's MSS, were insertions in an interleaved set of Jacob's Vrves of iht 
Dramatic Poe'i ; together with many loose papers of memoirs and anecdotes. ThiJ 
gentleman, we arc told, would hunt for seven years after a date, a chronological 
circumstance, or a sepulchral inscription $ and such men are of infinite use to 
literature. 

Thomas Coxeter was born of an ancient and respectable family at Lechlade, 
in Gloucestershire, September 20, 1689. He was educated in grammatical learn- 
ing, first under the Rev. Mr. Collier, at Coxwell, in Berkshire, and afterwards 
lander the Rev. Mr. Collins, at Magdalen College school, in Oxford. In his six- 
teenth year, he was entered a commoner of Trinity College, Oxford, July 7, 1705. 
His tutor there was the Rev. Mr. Edward Cranke, one of the fellows, afterwards 
preacher at Lincoln's Inn, and presented by the said college to the living of Great 
Waltham, in Es*ex. From Oxford, where he wore a civilian's gown^ he came to 
London, with a view of enga2;ing in the practice of the civil law ; but losing hi» 
friend and patron. Sir John Cook, dean of the arches and vicar-general, &c. who 
died in 1710, he abandoned all thoughts of that and every other profession. Con- 
tinuing in London without any settled pursuit, he became acquainted'with book- 
sellers and authors. He amassed materials for a Biography of our Poets, some of 
which appear to have been communicated to .Mr, Warton by Mr. Wise, late Rad- 
clivian librarian, and a contemporary with Mr. Coxeter at Trinity College. He 
assisted Mr. Ames in The History of British., Typography. He had a curious 
collection of old plays. He pointed out to Theobald many of the black lettered 
books, with which that critic illustrated Sl\akspt?are. He compiled one, if not 
more, of the Indexes to Hudson's edition of Josephus, in 1720. In 1739, ^* 
published anew edition of Dr. Bailey's ''or rarh«r Dr. Richard Hall'sJ Lifeof Blihp 
Fisher ^ first printed in 16^5. In the beginning of the year 1744, he circulated 
fcoposi^ fer pnntlng May'$ plays^ o| Yi)iiSih Uus is an exact copy : « Spttdilj wif 
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Mr. Baker possessed abilities fully competent to the undertaking, 
the compliments which have been paid to his performance by 
several emHbnt writers sufficiently prove. The principal defect 
in his account arose from his omitting the places where the pieces 
were acted, and his not inserting the various editions of each play. 
He had likewise adopted Langbaine's alphabetical arrangement in 
the account of authors^ without noting either the dates or sizes of 
their works, a species of information which books of this kind 
particularly want, and in which they have been hitlierto singularly 
deficient. The judgment of Mr. Baker is for tlie most part 
correct, and his criticisms are well grounded; he seems also not 
to have suffered himself to be misled by prejudice or partiality. 
With every abatement which the defects belonging to the perform- 
ance might warrant, it was certainly the least exceptionable and 
most generally approved work on the subject extant in the English 
language. 

To correct the errors, and supply the defects of Mr. Baker*< 
work, it was found necessary to refer to the original publications 
of the several plays mentioned in the following volumes. Many 
mistakes, transmitted from writer to writer without examination, 
have by this means been rectified, and, it is presumed, much new 
information has been added. The whole is submitted to the can- 
~<lour and liberality of the public. 

** hepuhlhhed. The DRAMATIC Works of Thomas May, Esquire, a contemporaiy 
** with Ben Jonson, and, upon his decease, a competitor for the Bays. With Notes, 
"and an Account of his Life and Writings. By Thomas Coxeter, Esquire, 
** some time of Trinity Col'ege, Oxford. The Editor, intending to revive the "best 
** of our Old Playh, faithfully collated with all the editions that could be found 
*' in a search of above thirty years, happened to. communicate his scheme to one 
** who now invades it. To vindicate which, he is resolved to publish this deserving 
** Author, though out of the order of his design. And as a late spurious edition oi 
** GoRBODOC is ><ufficient to shew what mi:>takes and confusion may be expected 
** from the medley now advertising in ten volumes, a correct edition will be added 
" of that excellent tragedy : with other Poetical Works of the renOwned Sackville, 
** his Life, and a Glossary. These arc offered as a specimen of the great. care 
'^ which is necessary, and will constantly be used, in the revival of such old writers 
*' as the Editor shall be encouraged to restore to the public in thcii genuine purity.*' 
Though this design did not take effect, wc learn from it, that he was the first who 
formed the very excellent scheme of publishing an ample sc ection of our obsolete 
dramas, adopted by Dodsley, and since perfected with great impiovements. Sack- 
ville's Gorboducy here referred to, is the same edition that was conducted by Mr. 
Spence, in 1736. 

In February 1746-7, Mr. Coxeter was appointed secretary to *« A Society fbf 
•* the Encouragement of an Essay towards a complete English History," under the 
auspices of which appeared the first volume of Carte's History of EngianJ. 

He died of a fever on Easter-day, April 19, 1747, in his 59th year; ard was 
buried in the chapel-yard of the royal hospital of Bridewell. — GtntUmarii Maiami$^ 
Tol. li. 






ABBREVIATIONS EXPLAINM). 



B. or Bar. Burletta, or Burlesque, 
B.L.orb.l. Black Letter. 

B. O Ballad Opera. 

Bal Ballet. 

C Comedy. 

CD. ... Comic Drama. 

C. F Comic Farce. 

C. G Covent Garden. 

C. H Comical History. 

CM Comical Moral. 

CO Comic Opera. 

C. S Comical Satire, or Co- 

mic Sketch. 

D. or Dr. . Drama. 

D. A Dramatic Anecdote. 

D. C Dodsley*8 Collection of 

Old Plays. 

D. E Dramatic Entertain- 
ment. 

D. F Dramatic Fable. 

D. N. • . . . Dramatic Novel. 

D. O Dramatic Opera. 

D. R* • . . . Dramatic Romance. 

D. P* . . . . . Dramatic Poem. 

D. S Dramatic Satire. 

D. T. .... Dramatic Tale. 

Divert. , . • Divertisement. 

Dr. L Drury Lane. 

E Entertainment. 

F Farce. 

F. O Farcical Opera. 

F. T Fairy Tale, or f rench 

Tragedy. 

G. S Grand Spectacle. 

H. C Historical Comedy. 

H. M Hayraarket. 

H. O Hawkins's Origin of 

the English Drama. 
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H. P Historical Play. 

H. T Historical Tragedy^ 

I. or Int. . . Interlude. 

L. I. F. . . . Lincoln's Inn Fields. 

M Masque. 

M. C Musical Comedy. 

M. D Musical Drama. 

M. E MusicalEntertainment* 

M. F Musical Farce. / 

M. I Musical Interlude. 

M. O. .... Musical Opera. 

M. R Musical Romance^ 

MS Manuscript. 

Mel. D. . . . Melo-Drama. 

N. A Not Acted. 

N. D No Date. 

N. P Not Printed. 

O Opera. 

O. P Occasional Prelude. 

P Play. 

P. D Pastoral Drama. 

P. P Petite Piece. 

P. T. C. . . PastoralTragi-Comedy- 

Pant Pantomime. 

?ast Pastoral. 

Pre Prelude. 

R. M. D.. . RomanticMelo-Dram^. 
R. T. • . . . • Royal Tragedy. 
Rom. . • • • • Romance. 

S Serenara. 

S. CO. . . Serio-Comic Opera. 
S. C R. • . Serio-Comic Romance* 
Sat. ...... Satire, or Satirical. 

Sk Sketch. 

Spec Spectacle. 

T Tragedy. 

T.C Tragi-Com. 

TCO.P.F. Tragi-Comi Operatical 

Pastoral Farce* 
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jent. — ^These initials we 
ixed to a dramatic piece 

lUant Welchman, Tragi- 

of the writers give any 
of this author^ nor evea 
lis name ; yet we cannot 
luring one conjecture in 
• him 'y which is, that we 
not improbable to have 
Robert Armin> author of 
r called The History of the 
u& of More Cloche : there 
ime resemblance in the 
iDd style of the two titles, 
lifierence of only six years 
ates; the last-named piece 
sen published in the year 
d this before us in l6l5. 
8» GSORGB, M- A. — ^Thts 
ID was some time Fellow 
bo's College, Cambridge j 
'29; M. A. 1735. He 
1 the following plays of 
8, printed in 8vo. 2 vols* 

ttra, 

Upus TSfrannus, 

ngotte. 

upus Coloneits^ 

Uactetes, 



He also wrote 

The Heathen Martyr j or, T%e 
Death of Socrates. Hist. Trag. 
4to. 1746. 

Adamson, John. Of this ge&« 
tleman, we can only stale, that 
he is the translator, from the Por- 
tuguese language, of 

Dona Ignez de Castro, Trag. 
12mo. 1808« 

Addinoton, Sir Wiilxaic, 
was for many years chief magis- 
trate of the Public Office, Bow 
Street ; and published, in 1775, a 
very useful work, called ^n^^ru^« 
vteTit of Penal Statutes, of which 
several improved editions have 
since appeared. Sir William re- 
tired from.officeaiewyears ago^ 
but is still living. (He claims a^ 
place in the present work on ac- 
count of the following piece, which 
has sometinies beefi erroneou^y 
ascribed to Hugh Kelly : 

The Prince tf jfgra. T. 1774. 
Not printed. 

Addison, Josiph. This very 
great ornament to the age he 
lived in, his own country in parti* 
cular, and to the cause of polite li- 
terature ih general, was son of the 
Rev. Dr. Launcelot Addison, who 
afterwards became Dean of Litch- 
field and Coventry, but^ at the time 
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of this son's birth, was rector of encouragement for him so to 

Mileston,nearAmbresbury,WiltS5 do, and an indulgence to an in- 

at which place the subject of our pre- clination for travel, \i|^ch showed 

sent consideration received his vital itself in Mr. Addison, procured 

breathy on the 1st day of May 1672. him an annual pension of 300/. 

He was very early sent to school to from the crown> to enable bim 

Ambresbury, being put under the to make the tour of France and 

care of the Rev. Mr. Naish, then Italy. 

master of that school; from thence. On this tour then he set out at 
as soon as heh^d received the first the latter end of the year IdQQp 
rudiments of literature, he was re- and did his country great honour by 
moved to Salisbury school, taught his extraordinary abilities 5 receiv- 
by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, and after ing in his turn every mark of 
that to the Charterhouse, where esteem that could be shown to a 
he was under che tuition of the man of exalted genius, particu- 
learned Dr. Ellis. Here he first larly from M. Boileau, the famous 
contracted an intimacy with Mr. French poet, and the Abbe Sal- 
Steele, afterwards Sir Richard, vini, professor of the Greek tongue 
vrbich continued almost till his in the university of Florence ; the 
death. At about fifteen years of former of whom declared, that be 
age he was entered of Queen's first conceived an opinion of the 
College, Oxford; and, in about English genius for poetry from 
two years afterwards, through the Mr. Addison's Latin poems print- 
loterestof Dr. Lancaster, president ed in the Musae JngHcaiue ; and 
of Magdalen, elected into that the latter translated into elegant 
college, and admitted to the de- Italian verse, his Epistolary Poem 
grees of bachelor and master of to Lord Halifax, which is esteem- 
arts, ed a masterpiece in its kind. 

While he was at the university. In the year 1702, as he was 

he was repeatedly solicited by his about to return home, he was in- 

fiiiher and other friends to enter formed, from his friends in Eng- 

Into holy orders, which, although land, by letter, that King William 

from his extreme modesty and na- intended him the post of seoretaxy 

tural diffiderice, he would gladly to attend tlie army under Prince 

liave declined, yet, in compliance Eugene in Italy. Thb was ao ■ 

ivith his father's desires, he was ofilice that would have been ex- 

once very near- concluding on ; tremely acceptable to Mr. Addi- 

When having, through Mr. Con- son; but His Majesty's death, 

jgreve's means, become a great fa- which happened before he could 

vourite with that universal patron get his appointment, put a stop 

of poetry and the polite arts, the to that, together with his pension, 

famous Lord Halifax, that noble- This news came to him at Geneva} 

man, who had frequently regretted he therefore chose to make the 

that so few men of liberal educa- tour of Germany in his way home, 

tion and great abilities applied and at Vienna composed his Trea* 

themselves to affairs of public tise on Medals, which however 

business, in which their cduntry did not make its appearance till 

might reap the advantage of their after his death, 
talents, earnestly persuaded him to A different set of ministers com- 

lay aside thi9 design, imd, as an ing to the management of affkin 
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\n the beginnitig of Queen Anne's 
reign^ and consequently the inte- 
rest of Mr. Addison's friends being 
considerably weakened, he conti- 
nued unemployed and in obscu- 
rity till 1704 j when an accident 
called him again into notice. 

The amazing victory gained by 
the great Duke of Marlborough at 
Blenlieim^ exciting a desire in 
the Earl of Godolphin, then Lord 
High Treasurer, to have it cele- 
brated in verse. Lord Halifax, to 
whom that nobleman had com- 
municated this his wish, recom- 
mended Mr. Addison to him, as 
the only person who was likely to 
execute such a task in a manner 
adequate to the subject : in which 
be succeeded so happily, that when 
the poem he wrote, viz. The Cam- 
paigns was finished no further than 
to the celebrated- simile of the 
angel^ the Lord High Treasurer 
was so delighted with it, that he 
immediately presented the author 
xrith the place of one of the com- 
missioners of appeals in the Excise, 
in the room of Mr. Locke, then 
lately deceased. ' 

In the year 1705, he attended 
Lord Halifax to Hanover ^ and in 
the succeeding year was appoint- 
ed under-secretary to Sir Charles 
Hedges, then Secretary of State -, 
. Dor did he lose this post on the 
removal of Sir Charles -, the Earl 
of Sonderland, who succeeded to 
that gentleman, willingly conti- 
Buing Mr. Addison as hcs nnder- 
secretary. 

In 1709, Lord Wharton, being 
appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
md, nominated our author secre- 
tary £ar that kingdom ; the Queen 
at the same time bestowing on 
him also tbe post of keeper of the 
records in Ireland. But when, in 
the latter end of Her Majesty's 
xeigD^ tlia ministry irt^s again 
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changed, and Mr. Addison ex- 
pected no further employment, he 
gladly submitted to a retirement, 
wherein he had formed a design, 
which it is much to be regretted 
that he never had in his power to 
put in execution ; viz. the com- 
piling of a Dictionary, to fix the 
standard of the English language, 
upon the same kind of plan with 
the famous Dlttionario della Crusca 
of the Italians j a work in no lan- 
guage so much wanted as in our 
own, and which, from so mas- 
terly, so elegant, and. so correct a 
pen as this gentleman's, could not 
have failed being executed to the 
greatest degree of perfection. We 
have, however, the less reason to 
lament this loss, as the same de* 
sign has since been carried on, ancl 
brought to a maturity that reflects 
the highest honour on our country 
in general, and its author in parti- 
cular; nor, after this character, 
can we, we think, have need to 
enter into a further explanation, or 
even hint that we mean Dr. Samuel 
Joh nson's Dictionary of the EngUsk 
Language. 

What prevented Mr. Addison's 
pursuing this design, was his being 
again called out into public busi- 
ness; for, on the death of the 
Queen, he was appointed secretary 
to the Lords Justices ; then again, 
Sept. 23, 1714, secretary to Lord 
Sunderland, as Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland; and, on Lord Sunder- 
land's resignation of the lord lieu- 
tenancy, he was made one of the 
lords commissioners of trade. 
^ In 1716, he married the Coun- 
tess of Warwick, and in the en- 
suing year was raised to the high 
dignity of one of Her Majesty'^ 
Principal Secretaries of State. The 
fatigues of this important post be- 
ing too much for Mr. Addison's 
constitution^ which was naturally 
b2 
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Dot ap extraordinary one, he was nations of that love for his coontTy*. 
very soon obliged to resign it ; in- whicli was the constant guid^ of 
tendings for the remainder of his all his actions. Bu| last of all, 
life, to pursue the completion of let us view him as a Christian, in 
fome literary designs which he had which light he will appear ittll 
planned out : 4>ut this he had no more exalted than in any other. 
long time allowed him for the And to this end nothing perhapf 
doing 3 an asthma and dropsy, oc- can more effectually lead u« than 
casioned by drinking strong white the relating an anecdote coocem* 
wines, carrying him off the stage ing his death, in the words of one 
pf this world before he could finish of the best men, as well as the best 
any of his schemes. He departed writers, who, in a pamphlet writ* 
this life at Holland House, near ten almost entirely to introduce 
Kensington, on the l/th of June this little story, speaks of him in 
17 1 9, having then just entered into the following manner : 
his 48th year, and left behind him '' After a long and manly, but 
one only daughter. *' vain, struggle with his distem- 

As a writer we need say little of '' per (says he), he dismisied his 
him ', as the general esteem his '' physicians, and with them all 
works were, still are, and ever *' hopes of life : bnt with his hopes 
must be, held in, '' pleads (as '' of life he dismissed not bit con- 
'' Shakspeare says) like angels, <' cern for the living; but sent for 
*' trumpet'tongud** in their be- *' a youth (Lord Warwick) nearly 
ijLalf. As a poet^ his Cato, in the " related, and finely accompliihed, 
dramatic, and his Campaign, in " but not above being the better 
the heroic way, will ever maintain " for good impressions from adji 
a plac^ among the first-rate works '' ing friend. He came; but lift 
of either kind. Yet we cannot help '* now glimmering in the socket, 
tjtiinkin^ even these excelled by '' the dying friend was silent-* 
the elegance, accuracy, and eleva- *' After a decent and proper panse, 
tion of his prose vrntings-, among *' the youth said, Lear Sir! yw 
which, his papers in the Tatler, " seni f&r me: I believe, and I 
Spectator, and Guardian, hold a " hope, that you have some eamf 
foremost rank, and must continue *' mands; I snail hold them mat 
the objects of admiration, so long *^ sacred. May distant ages (pr^ 
QM the English language retains its '^ jceeds this author) not only brari 
purity^ or any authors who have '^ but feel, the reply !— Fprcibljr 
written in it continue to be read. '^ grasping the 3routh*8 hand> lie 
As a man, it is impossible to say " softly said. See in what peaces 
too much, and it would even ex- " Cknstian can (&.— He Kgxk» 
tend beyond our present limits to *^ with difficulty, and soon fSf^ 
say enough in lus praise, as he ^* pired.*' The pamphlet finm 
was in every respect truly valuable, which this is (juoted is entlddl 
tn private life he was amiable, in Conjectures on on^alCQmpimlifmt 
public employment honourable ; a and, although published anony* 
zealous patriot ; faithful to his mously, was written by the gnat 
friends, and steadfast to his prin- Dr. Edward Young. Nor- can nt 
ciples; and the noble sentiments' with mpre propriety close oar d^ 
which everywhere breathe through racteiMlIf Mr. Addison than -^rA 
his Ca(o^ are ao more.t^n ema- tfaisvtx7gisntlfiaaa*3<ob8e]Tatiip»> 
4 
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on thejast-mentioned anecdote, 
when, after telling us that it is to 
this cinminstance Mr. Tickdl re- 
fers, whet«> in his lines on this 
great man's death, he has these 
Words: 

** He taught ns how to lire ; and, oh ! 

too high 
"^ A price for knowledge, taogtat us how 

to die—" 

thns" proceeds Dr. Young : " Had 

'' not this poor plank been thrown 

" out, the chief article of his glory 

'* would probably have been sunk 

" for ever, and late ages had re- 

'^ceived but a fragment of his 

" fame ; a fragment glorious in- 

'' deedj for his genius how bright ! 

'' But to commend him for cotn- 

'' position, though immortal, is 

^' detraction now, if there our en- 

'* comium ends. Let us look fur- 

" ther to that concluding scene, 

** which spoke human nature not 

^ mirelated to the Divine. To 

" that let us pay tlie long and 

" large arrear of our greatly post- 

^' humous applause." 

A little further he thus termi- 
nates this noble encomium : *' If 
*' powers were not wanting, a mo- 
?• Dument more durable than those 
^ of marble should proudly rise, 
" in this ^ambitious page, to the 
•'new and far nobler Addison, 
^ than that which you and the 
«' public have so long and so much 
" admired : nor tliis nation only, 
** for it is Europe's Addison as 
*' well as ours j though Europe 
•' knows not half his titles to her 
" esteem, being as yet unconscious 
" that the dying Addison far out- 
*' ahines her Addison immortal.'* 

Having thus given some account 
of the life and death of this great 
nan, nothing more remains in this 
place to be done, than to give a list 
of hu dramatic pieces, which were 
the following three : 
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I.Rosamond. Op. 4to. I767. 

2. Goto. Ttag. 4to. 1713. 

3. T%e Drummer. Com. 4to. 
1715, 

In a new editit)n of Steele's 
Epistolary Correspondence, pnbWsh- 
ed by IV^. Nichols in I8O9, 8vo. 
is the first act of an anonymous 
tragedy, which is conjectured, up- 
on internal evidence, to have been 
the work of Addison. 

Alabaster, William. This 
author, was bom at Hadleigh in 
Suffolk, and elected from West- 
minster School to Trinity College, 
in the university of Cambridge, in 
1583, where he took the degree 
of Master of Arts; and was after- 
wards incorporated of the uni- 
versity of Oxford, 7th of July 
15Q2. Wood says, he was the 
rarest poet and Grecian that any 
one age or nation produced. He 
attended the unfortunate Robert, 
Earl of Essex, in his vo3rage to 
Cadiz, as his chaplain ; but, enter- 
taining some doubts upon religion, 
he was prevailed upon to declare 
himself a Roman Catholic, and 
wrote a pamphlet to vindicate his 
conduct on the occasion. Be- 
coming disgusted with his new 
friends, however, he changed a 
second time, and returned to the 
church of England. He was made 
prebendary of St. Paul's cathedral in 
London, doctor of divinity, and 
rector of Tharfield in Hertford- 
shire. He died about the begin- 
ning of April 1640, and was bu- 
ried by his friend, Nicholas Bacon, 
of Gray's Inn, whom he appointed 
his executor. 

He was the author of several 
works, and one Latin jSay, which 
Dr. Johnson mentions with appro- 
bation in his life of Miltoa -, see 
p. 7* It ^^ called 

Roxana, Trag. 12mo. 1632. 
B 3 



AX £ 

• He also published Lexicon Pen' 
faglotton, fol. 1637. 

Alderson^ Miss. See Opie, 
Mrs. 1 

Alexander, William, Earl 
pf Sterling. The family of this 
I^orlh British bard was originajly 
a branch of the Macdonalds. — 
Alexander Macdonald, their an- 
cestor, obtained from the family of 
Argyle a grant of the lands of 
Menstry, inClacmananshire,where 
they fixed their residence, and took 
their surnames from the Christian 
pame of their predecessor. Our 
author was born in the reign of 
jQueen Elizabeth i and, during the 
minority of James VI. of Scotland, 
he gave early specimens of a rising 
genius, and much improved the 
iine parts he had from nature, by 
a very polite and extensive educa- 
tion. He first travelled abroad as 
tutor to the Earl of Argyle; and, 
after his return, being happy in so 
great a patron as the Earl, he was 
caressed by persons of the first 
ifashion, while he yet moved in the 
sphere of a private gentleman. — 
Mr. Alexander, having a strong 
propensity to poetiy, declined en- 
tering upon any public employ- 
ment for some years, and dedicated 
all his time to the study of the an- 
cient poets, upon whom he formed 
his taste. Although King James 
had but few regal qualities, yet he 
certainly was an encourager of 
learned men. Accordingly, he soon 
took Mr. Alexander into his fa- 
vour, and accepted the poems 
pur author presented to him with 
the most condescending marks of 
esteem. In the year 161^, he 
created him a knight, and gave 
him the place of master of ihe re*- 
^uests. Charles I. also bestowed, 
on him great marks of the royal 
iavour, and made him secretary of 
state for the Scotch aflairs^ in place 
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of the Earl of Haddington, and a 
peer, by the title of Viscount 
Sterling ; soon after which he raised 
him to the dignity of an Earl, by 
letters patent, dated 14 June l633, 
upon the solemnity of His Ma- 
jesty's coronation, at the palace of 
Holyrood House, in Edinburgh. 
His Lordship enjoyed the place d 
secretary, with the most unble- 
mished reputation, for the spacft 
of fifteen years, even to his death, 
which happened on the 12th of 
February l640. 

His Lordship's dramatic pieces 
are, 

1. Darius, Trag. 4tp. l603, 

2. Croesus, Trag. 4to. l604. 

3. Julius Ccesar. Trag. 4to. 
1604. 

4. The Mexandrcean Xragedk* 
4to. 1605. 

His works were published in 
folio, 1637. 

Allen, — -. To a gentle- 
man of this name are ascribed the 
following dramatic pieces : 

1. Hymen, Jnt. 1764. N.P. 

2. ticxehiah. S. D. 8vo. 1798. 
Alungham, John Till. This 

gentleman is the son of a wine- 
merchant jn the city of London, 
ai;i(l was brought up to the pro- 
fession of the law : iut he is. 
chiefly known to the public as a 
dramatist, aad that a very success- 
ful one. X he following is a li^t of 
his productions in this way : 

1. Fvriune*s Piolic, Farce. 8vo. 

1799- 

2. Tw all a Farce. F. 8vo. 

1800. 

3. Marriage Promise, C 8vo. 
1803. 

4. Mrs. Wiggins, Com. Piece. 
Qvo. J803. 

5. Hearts of Oak. C. 8vo.l804. 

6. Romantic Lover .Q.l^Q.'^^. 

7. The fFt:at her cock, F. 8V9, 
I8O6. 
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8. IVho Wins? M. F. 1808. Shaw; and dfttinguished himself 
Not printed. by his application to literature and. 

9. Independence. Com. I8O9. the fine arts. At the age of eigh- 
Not printed. teen or nineteen^ he was appoint- 
To him has also been ascribed, ed a lieutenant in the Berkshire. 

10. Transfomiatum. Mus. F. militia, on the first calling out of 
1810. Not printed. that body; and he remained ia 

Amphlbtt, . A resident the regiment till it was disembo- 

at Wolverhampton ; at the theatre died. He married Miss Asm 

in which town the following dra- Penrose, daughter of the Rfer. 

matic piece of his was performed : Mr. Penrose, rector of NewbUTyj, 

The Astronomer. F. 1802. by whom he had three children.' 

Andrews, Miles Peteb. This Mr. Andrews was author of seVe-. 

gentlenoan is a living author, Mem- ral publications; among others/ 

ber of Parliament for Bewdley, the following: Anecdotes, ancient 

and a dealer in gunpowder; but and modem, with Observations, 

his works (which are as follow), 1789; A History of Great Britain, 

in their effect, by no means re- connected with the Chronology of 

semble so active a composition, Europe, 179^; Continuation of 

being utterly deficient in point of Henry*s History of Great Britain. 

force and splendour : His claim to a place in this work 

1. The Election, Mus. Int. 8vo. is founded on the following piece : 
1774. The Inqmsitor. T. 8vo. 1798. 

2. The Conjuror. Farce. 177^' Assisted by H. J. Pye, Esq. poet- 
Not printed. laureate. 

3. Belphegor; or. The Wishes. Mr. Andrews, who was one of 
Com. Op. 1778. N. P. the magistrates of the police oflBce, 

4. Summer Amusement ; or. An Queen Square, Westminster, died 
Adventure at Margate. Com. Op. Aug. 6, 1797- 

1779. This was written in con- Anspach, Margravine op. 

junction with Mr. Miles. N. P. This lady, who is much celebrated 

5. Fire and Water. Bal. Op. for her gaiety, wit, and talents, 
8vo. 1790. is the youngest daughter of Au- 

6. Dissipation. C. 8vo. 1781. gust us. Earl of Berkeley, and born 

7. The Baron Kinkvervankots- in December 1750. At little more 
dorsprakengatchdern. M.C. 8vo. than sixteen, she married William, 
I78I. late Lord Craven, by whom she 

8. The Best Bidder, F. 1782. had seven children; and hisLord"- 
Not printed. ship dying in Sept. 1791, she raar- 

9. Reparation. C. 8vo. 17.84. ried, at Lisbon, the Margrave of 

10. Better Late than Never, C. Anspach and Bareith ; who soon 
evo. N. D. [1790.] after, having no issue by his former 

11. Mysteries of ike Castle, lady, sold his margraviate in Jai/. 
p. T. 8vo. 1795. 1792* for a large pension for life, 

Andrews, James Petit,F.S. A. to his nearest male heir, the then 

was the younger son of Joseph King of Prussia, and settled frf 

Andrews, Esq. of Sliaw House, England. The Margrave died Jan . 

Bear Newbury, Berks; was edu- 5, 1806. The Margravine pub- 

cated by a private tutor, the lished in 4to. 1789* ^ Journey 

Pev. Mr. Matthews, rector of through the Crimea to Constanti" 

b4 
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$iPpk (i» a S^rkf of LrtUrs, 
vbich are li^igblj antert;^iDiD|) ^ She 
lias also produced the followuig 
dramatic pieces : 

1. The So^mnamlule. l2mo. 

1778. 

2. The Mink^iure Picture, C. 

8vo. 17B1. 

3.. The Silver Tankard. M. F. 

1781. N.P. 

4. The Arcadian Pastoral, Mas. 

Kecc. 1782. N. P. 

5. The Statue Feast. P. 1782. 
N. P. 

5. The Yorkshire Ghost. Com. 
1794. N. P. 

7. Princess of Georgia. Op. 

1799. N.P. 

8. Puss in Boots, Pant. 1799. 

9. Nourjad. D.P. 1803. N.P. 

10. Xove in a Convent. Com. 
1805. N. P. 

A^MiNj Robert. This author 
was an actor at the Globe^ Black 
Friars, and was living in 16II, 
some verses having been addressed 
to him in that year by John Da- 
vies, of Hereford j from which he 
appears to have occasionally per- 
formed the part of the Fool, or 
Clown, in Shakspeare*s plays. 

In Tarleton's Jests it is said, that 
he was an apprentice at first to a 
goldsmith in Lombard Street, and 
that going to a tavern in Grace- 
church Street, to dun the keeper 
Iherepf, who was a debtor to his 
xaasterf Tarleton, who of the 
master of that tavern was now 
only a lodger in it, saw sotne verses 
written by Armtn on the wainscot 
upon his master's said debtor, 
iRfhose name was Charles Tarleton, 
and liked them so well, that he 
wrote others under them, prophe- 
^ipg, that as he was, so Armin 
abppld be : therefore called him his 
adopted son, ^o wear the clown's 
suit after him. And so it fell out ; 
ff)X the boy was so pleased with 
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what Tarleton had writteti of him, 
so respected his person, so &C« 
quented his plays, and so learnt 
his humour and manners, tbatj 
from his private practice, he pane 
to public playing his parts; and 
was in great repute for the $am^ 
all the former part of King James's 
reign. 

He was the author of 

The Two Maids of More Cfade. 
Hist. 4to. 1609. 

He likewise wrote a book called 
ji Nest of Ninnies, simply of themt 
selves, with ' Compounds, I6O8 : 
and at Stationers* Hall was enter- 
ed, in the same year, •' a book 
*' called Phantasm, the ItalioM 
" Taylor, and his Boy, made by 
** Mr. Armin, servant to His Ma- 
*' jesty." We have in another place 
ventured a surmise u|a regard to bis 
having been the author of 009 
dramatic piece, from the corre- 
spondence of the prefixed initials. 
(See page 1, A. R.) There was 
published, in the year 1604, % 
pamphlet entitled A discourse of 
Elixaheth Armin, who, with som^ 
other Complkes, attempted to pd* 
son her Husband. 

Whether this anecdote has any 
reference to our author we cannot 
pretend to affirm -, but think it by 
no means improbable, froin the 
correppondence of the date with 
the time in which he flourished. 

Armstrong, Dr. JoHK. This 
gentleman was born at Castleton, 
in Roxburghshire, in 4Scotland, 
about 17095 and, after a liberal 
education, devoted himself to the 
study of physic; in which, though 
he was esteemed to have mad^ a 
considerable proficiency, he never 
arrived at much practice. He, 
however, was appointed physician 
to the King's army j a post which^ 
we believe, he held at his death. 
His works have gireat inequalities i^ 
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»f them bf ing possessed of 
equisite to be sought afker 
most perfi:ct composition, 
others csin hardly be con- 
as superior to the prodac- 
)f me^ocrity itself. His 
preserving Health, a poem> 
best performance, azid will 
it bis name to posterity, as 
' the first English writers. 
d in September 1779* 
ae year 177^> two voloroes 
tcellanies were prinked, in 
is included 

Forced Marriage. Trag. 
i in 1754. 

E, Dr. Thomas Auous- 
was born on the 28th of 
' 10. His father, Mr. Arne, 
inent upholsterer, in King 
Covent Garden, is the per- 
ipposed to have been in- 
by Addison, in his cele- 
cb^racter of the Politician, 
ld5th and l60th numbers 
Taller, He was probably 
le same who perished so 
ibly in the Fleet Prison: for. 
Toiler, he is not only inen- 
tt a bankrupt, but, in a 
read in the House of Com- 
on the 2d of March 1728, 
eiirs, that a Mr. Edward 
ipbolsterer, being in the tap- 
il' that prison, was snddenly 
without the least proroca* 
id forced into a damp, nau- 
and unwholesome dungeon, 
t fire or covering j where, 
1 excessive cruelly for the 
of six weeks, he lost his 
and died*.-— His son> at 



thr |lqx)rt of this Committee, 
iggins, the warden of the Fleet, 
mI for murder, but acquitted, 
imes, his^ agent, by whom this 
was committed, fled, and was 
icd. However, the Lord Chief 
laymond was of opinion, that, 
been on hi» trial, and ttM fast 
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an cady perio4 of Ule, vrziyot \^ 
the stiulj of the law ; a professiosi 
equally inconsistent with his fgur 
liius and incl'matioo, and which 
naturally led him into scenes oit 
gaiety. He accordinglT neglected 
that dry study ^ and, having pn^ 
vately {irocurMi an old violin, C^ke 
upon LitiUioig was left unmolested 
on the sbelfj while be stole to a 
garret with necessary caution, and 
there indulged the natural pro- 
pensity of his mind. By this ooode 
of application, and probably with- 
out the assistance of a master, he 
soon acquired such facility of exe* 
cution, as to play in a l»nd with 
regularity and ju^ment. His fa- 
ther had never received the least 
intimation of his strong propen- 
sity to music; and, being acd* 
dentally invited to a concert', in 
which the young lawyer bore a 
part, he was exceedingly surprised 
to see him seated among the per- 
formers, in full glory. The son^ 
being called upon for an explana* 
tion, candidly revealed the whole 
progress of his new acquisition; 
and gave such satisfactory reasooa 
for his conduct, that his father at 
last consented to his relinquishing 
the study pf the law for that ^ 
music, though the former had cost 
hhn a very considerable sum. 

The youth, being thus emanci- 
pated from a pursuit so irksouMi 
to his| fiselingSj placed himself un- 
proved apuott him, he would ondoubt* 
edly have been found guilty of murder. 
Hiving certainly exceeded his duty, and 
been guilty of a breach of that trust, 
which the law repocsed in him, and be- 
ing therefore answerable for all conse-^ 
quences. Various odEier cruekies, exer- 
cised By these wretches, gave rise to thia 
Committee, which the humane Thomsoiv 
has celebrated in his H^/n/rr, line 359 
to 388 : 

** And here can I forget tbt generapr 
band," Ike 
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d^r the tait2bn of Fesfin^ all ex- 
cellent performer on the. violin; 
and applied himself to the science 
with such assiduity^ that he soon 
rivalled the eminent abilities of bis' 
roaster. The superiority of his 
execution^ and the rank he was 
likely one day to hold in the mu- 
sical world, recommended him to 
a familiar intercourse with Fari- 
nelli, Senesino, Geminiani, and 
th# other great Italian contempo- 
rary musicians, through whose 
means he obtained free access to 
the King's Theatre j where, by a 
constant and studious attendance, 
"be acquired that perfection of taste 
in performance and composition, 
which so highly distinguished him. 

The first regular engagement 
into which Mr. Arne entered, as 
a public performer, was that of 
leader of the band at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury Lane. In this si- 
tuation he was distinguished for 
several years -, and the excellence 
of his performance would alone 
have been sufficient to immortal- 
ize his name, had he never been 
known as a composer. 

At the early age of eighteen, 
Mr. Arne produced the opera of 
Rosamond ; but was not very suc- 
cessful in this first attempt, the 
performance being but little re- 
lished by the public. Soon after, 
he set to music Alfred, a masque, 
written, in conjunction, by Thom- 
son and Mallet, for Hi^ Royal 
Highrifess^Frederic, Prince of Wales. 
This was performed on the 1st of 
August 1740, in the gardens of 
Cliefden, in commemoration of the 
accession of George I. and in ho- 
nour of the birth-day of the Prin- 
cess of Brunswick j the Prince and 
Princess of Wales, with their whole 
court, being present at the repre- 
sentation. The inimitable masque 
pi ComuSj as altered from MiltoUji 



and adapted for the stage by Dr. 
Daltpn, which was the next in suc- 
cession, established Mr. Ame's 
fame on a solid basis. Nothing, 
indeed, can be conceived more 
perfect than the rich vein of har- 
mony contained in the first slow 
movement of the overture; nor 
are the successive symphonies, 
airs, and chorusses, inferior in 
point of merit, or less worthy of 
admiration. 

It would be an endless task to 
point out die several beauties in 
this great master*8 various compo- 
sitions; and, indeed, the produc- 
tions themselves are so well known, 
that any particular panegyric on 
them will be unnecessary, when 
we have just mentioned their re- 
spective titles. 

Among these are, the opera of 
Eliza J Thomas and Sally, the 
masque of Britannia, the songs in 
j4s You Like It and The Merchant 
of Venice, The Arcadian Nuptials^ 
King Arthur, Elfrida, Cataciacus, 
Artaxerxes, The Guardian Qut^ 
tvitted, and The Rose (the three 
last of which were written, as 
well as composed, by Dr. Arne) ; 
not to mention the almost innu- 
merable cantatas, songs, catches, 
and glees, sung at the several places 
of public resort, and published in 
collections under various titles. His 
songs in The Lyric Harmony dis-? 
play most exquisite taste, and are 
deemed the standards of the trus 
genuine English ballad. 

In the oratorio style. Dr. Arne 
composed The Sacrifice, or. Death 
of Abel; Judith; and Alfred the 
Great, His last composition was 
Caractacus, 

The degree of Doctor of Music 
was conftrred on Mr. Arne, by the 
university of Oxford, July 6, 1 ysgy 
on which occasion he composed 
aa admission ode, which is not in 
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print. Jn the 26th year of his age 
he married Miss Cecilia Young, 
9 pupil of Greminiani^ and a fa- 
vourite singer of those times. 

The following anecdotd of Dr. 
Arne is curious and interesting. 
Puring his residence at Ditton, 
near Hampton Court, he received 
a visit from Mr, Garrick, chiefly 
with a view of hearing Miss Brent, 
whose taste the Doctor had culti- 
vated with uncommon pains, and 
on whose vocal powers he justly 
set a vegr high value. Garrick 
readily acquiesced in her superior 
merit 3 but at the same time told 
the Doctor, that all his geese were 
swans. *' Tommy (said he, in 
*^ his usual familiar way), you 
^' shonld consider that music is, 
*' at best, but pickle to my roast- 
*' beef."—-*' By -- — , Davy (re- 
^' plied the Doctor, in a strain of 
" equal jocularity), your beef 
*' shall- be well pickled before I 
?' have done.** Miss Brent accord- 
ingly made her £rsl appearance at 
Covent Garden in The Beggar's 
Opera ; which was repeated with 
^ucb success through the whole 
season, that the Drury Lane house 
was nearly deserted, except on 
those nights when Garrick himself 
performed. His exertions to re- 
trieve h\s honour and interests on 
this occasion proved 2i considerable 
injury to his health, and furnished 
the real cause of his journey to 
Italy, in company with Mrs. Gar- 
rick. At his return, . he even 
fotmd himself obliged to gratify 
(he public taste, by pickling his 
roast-beef after Dr. Arne's me-r 
tbodj^ for which purpose he en- 
gaged Miss Wright (afterwards 
married to Mr. Michael Arne), 
as the only rival who could be op- 
posed to Miss Brent; with suc- 
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Dr. Arne died on the ddi of 
March 1778* of a spasm on his 
lungs; retaining his faculties to 
the last moment of his existence* 
He had originally been instru^cted 
in the principles of the Romish 
church : these, however, he had 
for many years wholly neglected, 
as inconsistent with a life of ease 
and gallantry, in which he in- 
dulged to the full extent of his 
purse and constitution. In bis 
last stage, the dormant seeds of 
early maxims and prejudices (as 
is usually the case) revived in bis 
bosom, too strong to be checked, 
or perhaps discriminated, by sound 
reason. The complicated train of 
doubts, hopes, and fears, operated 
so forcibly on the Doctor's feelings, 
at this awful period, that a priest 
was sent for, by whom he was 
soon awed into a state of most sub- 
missive repentance. Jn thus re-, 
newing the duties of the Christian, 
those of his professional line were 
not forgotten j for about an hour 
before his death he sung aa 
harmonious Halleluja ; a flight of 
fancy, calculated, as it were, ta 
usher him into the other world. 

Though possessed of alsilities 
which seemed to promise hiip both 
fortune and reputatipn, he was 
always in narrow circumstances; 
to which an unbounded attach- 
ment to the fair sex might a good 
deal contribute. He was author 
of the following pieces : 

1. Artaxerxes. Op. 8vo. 176I, 

2. The Guardian Outwitted, C, 
Op. 8vo. 1764. 

3. The Rose, Com. Op. 8vo. 
1773. 

4. The Contest of Beauty arui 
Virtue, M. 4to. 1773, 

5. A Pasticcio. 4to. 1773« 

6. Ph<ebe at Qourt, Op, 4to. 
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0r. Ame was the sappdsed au- 
thor also of, 

7. The Cooper, M. Ent. 8vo. 

1772. 

8. Don Savtrio. M. D. 4to. 

1750. 

Arnold, Cornelius. Of this 
anthoT we can learn no particulars, 
except that we are told he was at 
one time one of the ushers of 
Merchant Taylors' School. But 
this seems not to have very natu- 
rally led to his ultimate station ; 
for in the latter part of his life he 
was beadle of the Distillers* Com-^ 
pany. In a volume of Poems, 
fniblished in 1757, in 4to. is a 
play by him called 

Osman. Trag. 

Arnold, — — . Author of 

The Secret, or Nothing, Dr. 
Fiecc. I867. N. P. 

Arnold, Samuel James. This 

Entleman is the 9on of the late 
r. Arnold, of musical celebrity, 
and is married to a daughter of 
Mr. Pye, the poet-laureate. He 
is a proprietor of an establishment 
at the Lyceum for the perform- 
ance of English Operas in the sum-t 
iner Season ; and, besides a novel, 
In three volumes, 179^. called The 
Creole, or Haunted Island, has 
produced the following dramaUd 
pieces : 

1. j4uld Rohm Gray. M. Ent. 
8vo. 1794. 

2. N^ho pays the Reckoning? 
M. E. 1795. N.P. 

3. Shipwreck. Com. Op. SPvo. 

4. Irish Legacy. M.F. 1797. 

N.P. 

^ 5. Veteran Tar. C. Op. 8vo. 

1801. 

6. Foul Heeds will rise. M. D. 
Svo. 1804. 

7. Prior Claim. C. 8va, 1805 
(in conjunction with Mr. Pye). 
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B. Up all Night. C.6. ISpgi. 
N.P. 

9. Britain* s Jubilee. M. Piece. 
I8O9. N. P. 

10. Man and Wife, C. Svo. 
I8O9. 

11. The Maniac. S.C.0. 18ia 
N. P. 

12. Phts! Mel. Dr. Op. 1810. 
N.P. 

Arrowsmith, Mr. This gen- 
tleman was of Cambridge, and 
had the degree of Master of Arts. 
Langbaine alone informs us» that 
to him was ascribed a play, which, . 
however, was published anony- 
mously, entitled 

The Reformation. C. 4to. I673. 

Arthur, J. was a player of 
eminence in the characters of old 
men, and for several years per* 
formed at Covent Garden Theatre. 
He afterwards became manager of 
the playhouse at Bath> and died 
Aprils, 1772. 

About the year 17^4, was acted 
at Covent Garden, for his benefitji 
a ballad opera, written, as he said, 
by himself, and which had becil 
acted at the same theatre, and 
printed in 1738. It wai called 

The Lucky Discovery-, or. The. 
Tanner of York, Svo. 

AsHB, Nicholas. We take 
this writer to be a resident of Ire- 
land ; his only dramatic piece 
having been printed in Dublin, 
viz. 

Panthea. Trag* 12mo. 1803. 

AsHTON, Robert. This au- 
thor was of the kingdom of Ire- 
land, and wrote one play, whi^h, 
from a passage in the Epilogue, 
appears to have been produce^d in 
the year 1727. It is called 

The Battle of jiughrtm ; or. The 
Fall of Monsieur St. Ruth. Trag. 
Printed several times in Dublin. 

AsriKWALL, Stanhopb. a 
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gcBtkman of both, these aamea, livtQg> and tnnreUingin some pait 

we are inlonDedy was^ private of the kingdom. 

secretary to Earl Harcourt^ while He is the author of 

^mbass^dor to the coimH of l. Love in a Hurry. Com, I70g, 

Fi:aoce. He died at Paris the 2. Pastora -, or. The Coy SMep^ 

Xjth of January 1771> and pro- herdess. Op. 8vo. 1712. 

\f^y vaai ~tbe sai^e person who And very probably, under the 

published one tragedy^ done, as fictitious name of Matthew Med- 

the title-page declares, from the ley, of 

Trench of Corneille, called 3. The Foots Opera. 8vo. 1731. 

Rodogune-^ or. The Rival Bro- Aston, Waltbk. This author 

tkers. 8vo. IJdS. is only known as the writer of one 

Aston, Anthony, common- piece, which was forbidden to b« 

ly called Tony Aston, was the son represented, called, 

i^a gentleman who had formerly The Restoration of King Chariot 

been mester of the Plea Office, in the Second; or. The Life and Death 

the King*s Bench. He was bred qf Oliver Cromwell Bal, Op. Sva 

en attorney; but having a smat- 1733. 

tering of humour, he left the study Atkinson, Joseph. Thta 

of the law for the stage. He play*- gentleman is a native of Ireland, 

ed on all the theatres in London, and an officer in the army, and 

but never long in any of 'them, has written the following dramatic 

being of too flighty a disposition pieces : 

to settle any where. His way of 1. Mutual Deception. Com.Svo. 

living was peculiar to himself and .178^* 

family; resorting to the principal 2. Match/or a'lVidow. Com« 

cities and towns in England with Op. Svo. 1788. 

bis Medley, as he called it, which 3. Love in a Blaze. Com. Op; 

-was composed of some capital 12mo. 1800. 

.scenes of humour out of the most Aubert, Mrs. To a lady of 

celebrated, plays. His company this name has been ascribed, 

jTonsisted only of himself, his wife. Harlequin Hydaspes. Mock Op» 

and son 5 and between every scene Svo. 17 19. 

a song or dialogue of his own Aubin, Mrs. was author of 

composing was sung or perform id, The Merry Masqueraders, Com. 

to fUl up the interval. He pre- Svo. 1730. 

tended a right to every town he Averav, Robert. Thb wri- 

entered; and whenever aiiother ter is totally unknown. There is, 

company interfered with him, he however, .in print by him ooB 

was Very attentive and dexterous in dramatic t}erformance, called, 

laying them under contribution. Britannia and the Gods in Cottn^ 

In 1735, he petitioned the House ciL Dram, Piece, 4to. 1756. 

of Commons to be heard against Ayre, William. Qf thfi 

^e bill then pending for regula- gentleman we know nothing more 

ting the stage, and was permitted than that he has favoured the 

to^^liver a ludicrous speech, which public with a translation of that 

was afterwards published^ in folio,, celebrated dramatic pastoral of 

1735. Chetwood, in his History Tasso, called, 

^- the !^agei printed 1740, ima- 4mintas. Svo.. N. D. [1737.3 

f tzies ihat our authctf vras then atid ellb with that of an Italian 



14 



AY S 

trtgedy> the original text of which 
he has printed page by page with 
his translation, entitled, 

Merope, 8vo. 1740. 

Atres, James. This author 
is mentioned no where but in. The 
British Theatre, where he is said 
to be a native of Ireland . He has 
written two dramatic pieces, en- 
titled, 

1. Sancho at Court. Opera- 
Comedy. 8vo. 1742; 
- 2. The Kiss accepted and re- 
turned. Operetta. 1744. Not 
printed. 

Ayscough, Geokge Edward. 
This gentleman was son of Dr. 
Francis Ayscough, Dean of Bris* 
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tol, by a sister of the first Lord 
Lyttelton. He was brought up in 
the army, «nd for some time had 
a commission in the guards. A bad 
state of health compelled him 
to relinquish his profession, aud 
obliged him to travel into Italy.' 
His disorder was not relieved by 
these measures, he continued lin- 
gering fer seme time, and in the 
end died on the 14th day of 
October 1 779. He was the pub- 
lisher of the Miscellaneous Works 
of his uncle Lord Lyttelton, and 
wrote some account of his own 
travels. He was the author of one 
play, called, 

Semiramis. Trag. 8vo. 177^* 
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S. G. These initials are affixed 
to a play, called 

Love the Leveller. 4to. 1704. 

B. H. H. These we find annex- 
ed to 

The Wiyrlis Idol. Com. from 
the Greek. 8vo. iGsg. 

B. W. This author is mention- 
ed by the above initials, which 
arc prefixed to a little piece never 
acted, but printed by the title of 

The Juror. Farce. 8vo. 
This piece was published in 17I8. 

Bacon, Dr. Phanuel, a native 
of Reading. He was of Magdalen 
College, Oxford J took the degree 
of M. A. April 17, 17225 B. D. 
April 29, 1731 i and of D.D.Dec. 
9, 1735. He was vicar of Bram- 
ber, in Sussex, and rector of Bal- 
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den, in Oxfordshire, where lie 
died in January 1783, in his 83^ 
year. He wias possessed of ex- 
quisite humour, with a strong in- 
clination for punning. The Kite, 
a poem, was published by him in 
171p> and may be seen in The 
Gentleman* s Magazine, for 1758. 
He wrote also five dramatic per- 
formances, viz. 

1. The Taxes. D.E. 8vo. 1757. 

2. The Insigjiificants. C. Svo. 
1757. 

3 . The Tryal of the Time -killers. 
C. 8vo. 1757. 

4. The Moral Quack. D.S. Svo. 
1757. 

5. The Oculist. D.E. 8vo. 1757* 
These were afterwards collected 

in a volume, and entitled^ Hu-» 
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r Ethkks, He was author 
' Srdpe, one of the best bal- 
I the English language^ and 
id on a real fact} for the 
lenoted the author himself^ 
?eter his fellow-collegian, 
Zinzan, M. D. This ballad, 
[ Song of Similies, by Pr. 
, are preserved in The Oxr 
ausage, 

zov, James. Of this person 
LOW no more than that he is 
•of 
American Indian, P. 8vo* 

LBT, Abraham, was a 
•er of the honourable society 
.coln*s Inn, and in the early 
f his life wrote a play, called 
' Spightful Sister, C. 4to. 

LLiE, John, a Scots advo- 
wrote, but published with- 
s name, 

* Patriot. D. H. 4to. 1736. 
XLiE, Dr. John. This gen- 
Q was one of the physicians 
George's Hospital, and also 
:ia& to the English army in 
ers. He died of a spotted 
at Ghent, in December 1 743 . 
said to have been of a very 
lie disposition, and his loss 
luch regretted by his friends. 
;er his death was published, 
t)6cription, for the benefit of 
Idow, 
e Married Coquet. C. 8vo. 

iLLiE, Joanna. This lady 
torn about 17^> or I? 65, at 
veil, in Scotland ; of which 
her father, the Rev. James 
e, was minister. Her mo- 
vas Dorothea, sister of John 
William Hunter. Her father 
ifterwards junior minister of 
ilton J whence he was re- 
d to the divinity professor- 
of Glasgow, where he died 
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in 1778. : Her brother is Matthew 
BaiUie, M. D. and F. R. S. 

Miss BaiUie has publbbed '^ A 
*' Series of Plays,** in two 8vo. 
volumes, *' in which it has been 
'' attempted to delineate the 
" stronger passions of the mind; 
** each passion being the subject 
•'* of a tragedy and a comedy.^* She * 
has also published a volume of 
" Miscellaneous Plays.** Her ta«. 
lents for dramatic writing are of a 
superior kind 5 but it is in the 
composition of tragedy that she 
shines with the greatest splendour. 
A strong conception of character^ 
ai]i accurate delineation of the va- 
rtovLs feelings and passions, vivid 
imagery, and a great command of 
poetical diction, strongly charac- 
terize her tragic efforts. Her co- 
medy, though above mediocrity, 
is not equal to her other style of 
writing. Her plays are as fol- 
low: 

1. Count Basil. T. 8vo. 1798; 

2. Monfort. T. 8vo. 1798. 

3. The Tryal. C. 8vo. 1798. 

4. The Election. C. 8vo. 1802. 

5. Ethwald. T. in two Parts. 
8vo. 1802. 

6. Second Marriage. C. 8vo. 
1802. 

7. Constantine Paleologus. T. 
8vo. 1804. 

8. The Country Inn. C. 8vo. 
1804. 

g'. Rayner. T. 8vo. 1804. 

10. The Family Legend. T. 8vo. 
1810. 

Baker, Thomas. This gentle- 
man was the son of a very emi- 
nent attorney in the city of Lon- 
don, and was some time of the 
university of Oxford. His turn 
was entirely to comedy j hig 
plays in general met with success, 
and were held in good estimation. 
Nor was that approbation by any 
means unjust, notwithstanding the 
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•lighting manner in vbich Mr. ih^^ ci merit i vet onty one 

WhiDCop has spoken of his writ- among the number has been acted 

logs. His plots are in general his within these fifty years, viz. Tun* 

own> his conduct of them pleas- bridge Walks. 
ing> his characters strongly drawn There is an anecdote, in regatd 

(which is certainly one of the to a character in this comedy « with 

greatest perfections of comedy), respect to the author's character, 

his language easy and agreeable, which we might properly ha?6 | 

bis wit pure and genuine, and his taken notice of here, but that the 

satire just and poignant. We have reader will find it in the second 

the more readily entered into this part of this work, in our account 

encomium, which we think his of the piece itself, 
writings deserve, to vindicate their Whether the effeminate turn of 

character, as well as the judgment di^sition there hinted at, or this 

of the public which gave them the gentleman*s attachment to the 

sanction of applause, from the Muses, drew him from any appli* 

contempt thrown on them by Mr. cation to business, or from what 

Whincop, who is the only vfriter other cause we know not ; but 

that has attempted to give them during the latter part of hb life he 

any character at all, and who in- stood on but indifferent terms with 

deed contradicts himself in the his father, w^ho allowing him onlya 

character he has given, since he very scanty income, he was oblig* 

denies them both wit and humour, ed to retire into Worcestershire, 

and yet allows them to possess the where, Whincop tells us, he if 

vis comica (or, as he calls it, reported to have died of that loath* 

^^ something to make one laugh**), some disorder th% morbus pedkih 

which certainly can never subsist losus, 

without one or the other of these Baker, David Erskine, to 
two properties ; but indeed Mr. whom the public are indebted for 
Whincop seems on the whole to the first edition of this >york, was 
write with some degree of preju- the eldest son of Henry Baker, a 
dice against him, throwing the gentleman well known in the phi- 
same kind of abuse on a periodical losophical world, by a daughter of 
paper, which he was the author of, the celebrated Daniel Pefoe. Being 
called The Female Tatter, adopted by an uncle» who was a 
The dramatic pieces he has lef^ silk-throwster in Spital Fields^ ha 
behind him are five in number^ succeeded him in his business; but 
and their titles as follow t wantingthe prudenceand attention 

1. Humour of the Age. Com. which are necessary to secure sno» 
4to. 1701. , cess in trade, he soon failed. He 

2. Tunhridge Walks, C;||ni«4to. was the author of several occasionai 

1703. Poems in the periodical coUecdonsJ 

3. Act at Oxford, Com. 4to. and of one dramatic piece, 

1704. The Muse qfOssian ; a dramadc 

4. Hampstead Heath, Com.4to* Poem, selected from the Poems (f 
1706. Ossian, acted and printed at £d!n- 

5. The Fine Lady's Airs, Com. burgh, J2mo. 1763; where itb 
4to. N. D. [17090 believed the author died, aboof 

All of them have a considerable 1770, ij^ indigence. 
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Baker, Robert. This author he was recalled intoEnglaQd, and 
is only known by having produced obtained the living of Bishops 
one dramatic piece> called^ Stocke^ in the county of South- 

TheMad House. B.0. 8vo. 1737 . ampton. During his residence at 
Balb^ John, is more known as his living, he was almost brought 
^n historian, and controversialist, to the point of death by an ague; 
than as a dramatic writer. He when hearing that the King was 
was bom on the 2 1 st of November come in progress to Southampton, 
14^, at Cove, a small village near five miles only from where he 
Dunwich, in Suffolk. His pa- dwelt^ he went to pay his respects 
rents, having many other children, to him. " I toke ray horse," says 
and not being in very affluent cir- he, " about 10 of the clocke; for 
cumstances, sent him, at the age " very weaknesse scant ab|e to sytt 
of twelve years, to the monastery " hym, and so came thydre. Be- 
of Carmelites at Norwich, where " twixttwoandthreeofcheclocke; 
he received part of his education ; " the same day, I drew towardes 
he afterwards studied at Hulme " the place where as his Majestie 
Abbey, in Northumbeiland, and " was, and stode in the open strete 
from thence removed to Sc. John's '' ryght against the gallerye. Anon, 
College, Cambridge. While he " my frinde Johan Fylpot, a gen- 
continaed at the university, being, " tylman, and one of hys previe 
as he says, seriously stirred up by " chambre, called unto him ^wo 
the illustrious the Lord Went- *' moreof hyscompanyons, whichi 
worth, he renounced the tenets of " in moving their heades towardes 
the church of Rome; and, that he " me, shewed me most frendely 
might never more serve so exe- " countenaunces. By one of these 
crable a beast, I took, says he, to *' three the Kynge havynge infbr- 
wife the faithful Dorothy, in obe- " macion that I was there in the 
dience to that divine command, '^ strete, he marveled thereof, for so 
*^ Let hins that cannot contain, " much as it had bene tolde hym 
" marry.*^ Bishop Nicolson in- " a lytle afore that I was bothe 
•iouates, that his dislike to a state '^ dead and buried. With that 
of celibacy was the means of his " hysGracecametothewyndowe^ 
conversion, nx)re than any doubts ** and earnestly behelde me a poor9 
which he entertained about the " weake creature, as though he 
troth of his &ith. The change of ** had had upon me, so symple fi 
bis religion 'exposed him to the '' subject, an earnest regard, or ra« 
peraecotion of the Romish clergy, " ther a very fatherly care." This 
particularly of Lee Archbishop of visit to the King occasioned his 
Ifork, and Stokesley Bishe^ of immediate appointment to the 
EiODdon: but he found an able bishopric of Ossory, which was 
ind powerful protector in the per- settled the next day, as be declared 
oa of Lord Cromwell, the &• afterwards, against his will, of the 
XNnite of Henry the Eighth. On King's oum mere motion only, with" 
he death of this nobleman, be out stdt of friends, meed, labour^ 
vithdrew into the Low Countries, expenses, or cmy other sinister means 
nd resided thene eight years ; in else. On the 20th of March 1553, 
rbich time he wrote several pieces he was consecrated at Dublin by 
I the English language. On the the archbishop of that see, . and 
ccessionofKingEdw^theSixth^ underwent a vsifietjr of peneco* 
rei.. I. 6 
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lions from the Popish party in Scriptorum illustrium majorls Bnj* 
Ireland^ which at length compel- ' tannioB,quamnuncAngliQmetSah 
led him to leave his diocese^ and iiam vacant, Catalogus ; a Japheto 



conceal himself in Dublin. Ep- 
deavonring to escape from thence, 
in a small trading vessel, he was 
taken prisoner by the captain of a 
Dutch man of war, who rifled 
him of all his money, apparel, and 
effects. The ship was then driven 
by stress of weather into St. Ives, 
in Cornwall, where he was taken 
up on suspicion of high treason, 
but soon discharged. From thence, 
after a cruise of several days, the 
ship arrived in Dover Road, and 
he was again put in danger by a 
false accusation. On his arrival 
in Holland, he was kept prisoner 
three A^eeks, and then obtained 
his liberty, on payment of a sum 
of money. From Holland he re- 
tired to Basil, in. Switzerland, and 
continued abroad during the re- 
mainder of Queen Mary's reign. 
On the accession of Queen Eliza- 
beth, he returned to England; 
but being disgusted with the treat- 
ment he met with in Ireland, he 
went thither no more. He was 
promoted, on the 15 th of January 
1560, to a prebend in the cathedral 
church of. Canterbtiry, and died 
in that city, in November 15 63, 
in the 68th year of his age. Ac- 
cording to the manners of the times 
in which he wrote, he appears to 
have taken very indecent liberties 
with all his antagonists in his re- 
ligious controversies, and to have 
considered himself as not bound by 
^ any rules of decorum in replying 
to those from whom he differed in 
matters wherein the interests of 
religion were concerned. The acri- 
mony of his style on these occa- 
sions acquired him the appellation 
of Bilious Bale, and it was applied 
to him with singular propriety. 



Hi8 principal work is esteemed the performaoces, 



per 36 IS annos usque ad annum 
hunc Domini 1557, &c. first printed 
imperfectly at Wesel, 1549, and 
afterwards more complete in 1557 
and 1559. He^as the author of 
a great number of dramatic piectes, 
four of which only appear to have 
been published, viz. 

I. A Tragedy e or Enterlude, ma" 
nyfesting the chefe prornyses of God 
unto Man in all ages of the olde 
lawe,from the fall of Adam to the 
Incamaycion of the Lorde Jean 
Christ. Compyled by Johan Bale, 
Anno Domini 1538. dvo. Re- 
printed in Dodsley's CoHection of 
Old Plays. 

Another edition of thisperform.- 
ance was printed in 4to. by John 
Charlewood, 1577* and in the 
title-page said to be now fyrst im- 
printed. (See Ames, 369.) 

2. A Irefe Comedy or Enterlude 
of Johan Baptystes preachyng in 
the Wildernesse, the crafty assauUes 
ofthehypocryteSfiviththegloryousfi 
haptysme of the Lorde Jesus Christ. 
Compyled by Johan Bale, Anno 
1538. 8vo. Reprinted in. die 
Harleian Miscellany, vol. i. p. 

37. 

3. A brefe Comedy or Enterbtde, 

concemynge the temptalyon ofwr 
Lorde and Saver Jesus Christ iy 
Sathan in the desart. Compyled 
by Johan Bale. Anno 1538. Sto. 
(Ames, 497, 498.) 

According to Ames, all these 
pieced were originally pirinted 
abroad. 

He also translated into iBnglish 
the tragedies of Pammachius} and, 
in his Account of the writers of 
Britain, besides the plays already 
mentioned, he has given the fol- 
lowing list of his other dramatic 
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4. Of Christ when h€ was twelve quired from their conversation » 
Years old, one Comedy. passion for -the Muses, and an in- 

5. Of Baptism and Temptation, clination to signalize himself in 
two Comedies. their service : in consequence of 

' 6. Of Lazarus raised from the which inclination be made two es- 

Dead, one Comedy. . says in the dramatic way, neither 

7. Of the Councells of Bishops, of- which are devoid of merit, nor 
one Comedy. failed of meeting "with some de- 

8. Of Simon tlie Leper, one gree of success, viz. 

Comedy. I. Sertoriut, Trag. 4to. 1679- 

g. Of the Lord's Supper and 2. Henry II, Trag. 4to. I693. 

washing the Feet, one Comedy. He died in the ye^r 1696, and 

10. OfthePassion ofChrysi,i\vo lies interred in St. Paul's, Covent 
Comedies. Garden. It is not improbable that 

11. Of the Sepulture and Resur- he might be related to, or a de- 
rection, two Comedies. scendant from, Mr. Thomas Ban- 

12. Upon loth Marriages of the croft, of Swanton, in Derbyshire, 
King, whom Sir Aston Cokain has cele- 

13. Against Momus*s and Zoi- brated as a poet of esteem. See 
lus's» Cokain s Poems, 8vo. 1658, p. 

14. The Treacheries of the Pa- 103. 112. II6. 156. 

pysts. Coxeter attributes another play 

15. Against tlwse who adulterate to this author, which however, he 
the Word of God, says, lie made a present, both of the 

16. Of John King of England, reputation and profits of, to Mount" 

17. C^ the Impostures of Thomas fort the player. It was entitled, 
Becket. 3. Edward III. H.P. 4to. iGQl. 

18. Corruptions of the Divine Banister, Rev. James> is 
Laws. author of A View of the Arts and 

19. The Image of Ijyue, Scientes, from the earliest Time to 
He also wrote, the Age of Aleacunder the Great, 

20. A Comedy econcernynge Three 8vo. 1785; and a translation of all 
Laws of Nature, Moses, and Chri:it, the Pythian, Nemean, and Isthmian 
^c, 4to. 1558. Odes of Pindar, except the fourth 

Ball> Edmund, is known to and fifth Pythian Odes, and those 

us only as having written which have been translated by Gil* 

The Beautiful Armenia, Com. idr/ /^i/.Svo. 1 792. But his place 

12mo. 1778. in these pages he owes to a trans-.- 

He is probably also the author of lation, rather close and faithful 

A Bloody Plot discovered, Trag. than spirited and poetic, of the 

8vo. 178O. following tragedies of Euripides : 

Bancroft, John. This author \,IphigeniainAulisH.Svo.\7^Q, 

was by profession a surgeon ; and 2. Orestes. T. 8vo. 178O. 

happening to have a good deal of 3. Phceniss^, T. 8vo. 1780. 

practice among the young wits and 4,Troades, T. 8vo. 178O. 

freqi^oters of the theatres, whom Banks, John. This gentle- 

the warm favours they had met man was bred an attorney at law, 

with among the fair devotees of and belonged to the society of 

the Faphian goddess drove to seek New Inn. The dry siudy of the 

bis advice and wistancej be ac« law^ ho^ever^ not being so suitabk 

c2 
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to his natural dispc^ition as the such tales as were in themielTe^ 

more elevated nights of poetical and their well-known cata^rophes 

imagination^ be quitted the pur« most truly adapted to the purpiises 

suit of riches in the Inns of Courts of the drama. He has indeed but 

for the paying bis attendance on little varied from, the strictness of 

those ragged jades the Muses in the historical facts* yet he seems to 

theatre. Here> however^ he found have made it his constant rule to 

his rewards by no means adequate keep the scene perpetually alive, 

to his deserts. His emoluments at and never suffer his characters to 

the best were precarious, and the droop. His verse is not poetry, 

various successes of his pieces too but prose run mad. Yet will the 

feelingly convinced him of the false gem sometimes approach so 

error in his choice. This, how- near in glitter to the true .one, at 

ever, did not prevent him from least in the eyes of all but the redl 

Eursuing with cheerfulness thepath connoisseurs (and how small a 
e had taken ; his thirst of fame, part of an audience are to ba 
and warmth of poetic enthusiasm^ ranked in this class will need* no 
alleviating to his imagination many ghost to inform us), that bombast 
disagreeable circumstances, into will frequently pass for the true 
which indigence, the too frequent subDoie ; and where it is render- 
attendant OB poetical pursuits, ed the vehicle of incidents in 
#ften threw him. themselves afecting, and in which 
« His turn was entirely to tragedy -, the heart is apt to interest itself, it 
bis merit in which is of a pecu- will perhaps be found to have a 
liar kii|d. For at the same time stronger power on the human pas«>^^ 
that his language must beconfessed sibns than even that property to 
to be extremely unpoetical, and which it is in reality no mere ibzn 
bis numbers uncouth and inharmo- a bare succedaneum. And fron^ 
nious ; nay, even his characters these principles it is, that we must 
very^r from being strongly ftiarb* account for Mr. Banks's writings 
ed or distinguished, and his epi- having in the general drawn more 
codes extremely irregular ; yet it tears from, and excited more ter- 
IsimpossiUhs to avoid being deeply ror in, even judicious audiences, 
afiected at the rtpreseotation, and than those of much more correct 
even at the reading, of his tragic -and more truly poetical authors, 
pieces. This is owing^ in the ge- The tragedies he has left be^ 
li«al to a happy choice of nis hind him are seven in number^ 
•ub^cts> wbidi are flQl borrowed and are as follow : 
from hlstoty, ei^ leal or roman- % . Kval Kings. Tt. 4to, 16^7. 
tic $ aai iodeeu iht most of them 2. Destruction ofTrw/. Tr. 4to. 
from'eiMittDstanees in the annals 1679. 

of oar owncouimy, which, not 3. Virtue letrmi*d.TTA\o,l6S2. 

only ftdbi theii;. tmig familiar to 4. Island Queens. Tr. 4to. l684. 

our coDtiin^rcieDHietioii^'but even 5. Unhappy Favwrite. IV. 4to. 

from th^ Atviag Kta» degree of 1682. 

lelatioH tooiii:pelvis» we are apt to 6. lk$oeent Usutpef. Tt. AXto. 

receive wltk a kind of partial pre- 169^, 

possesion, and apredeteimination 7* Cyrus the Great. Tr. Ap, 

tobepleaMd* He has constantly 1^6. 

aho9mk m the kases of Wf plays Of itmrn, firw hart W^ ^- 
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foratied for many jeafs past« ex* dramatic pieces^ whose titles are u 

ceptiog the Unhappy Favourite'^ follow; 

or. Earl of. Essex ; which loqg 1 . Beau defeated. Com. 

contianed a stock tragedy at both 2, fidele and Forhmatus. 

theatres. . Mr. Jones's tragedy on Yet that these plays were writ* 

the same subject, which came out ten by Mr. Barker we cannot but 

in 175^, and since that another ntertain a doubt. The former of 

by Mr. Brooke (of both which them hath the nkme of Mrs. Fix 

see an account in their proper to it as the author ; and the latter 

places), seem however to have is probably of the reign of Queen 

banished that also from the stage ; £lizabeth, a play with that title 

at least for a while. Yet we cannot being entered at Stationers' Hall 

help observing, to the honour of on the 12th of Nov. 1^84; and 

Mr. Banks's play, that although .Coxeter, in his MS. notes, says, 

these two writers, and another of that Mr. Barker, who wrote FUeU 

eminence, viz. Mr. Ralph, have and Fortunaius, is a difierent per- 

all handled the sam6 story in son from him who was author of 

somewhat a different manner, they the Beau defeated. 

have all concurred in borrowing Barker, Thomas. To a gen* 

many passages from his tragedy ; tleroan of this name, Langbain^ 

and moreover, that whatever ad- informs us some of the old cata- 

vantages their pieces may have over logues have attributed the being 

his in some respects, yet in point of author of a play printed with the 

pathos, which ought to be one of letters T. D. in the title-page, and 

the great aims of tragedy, he still called, 

stands superior to them all. The Bloody Banquet. Trag. 4ta« 

The writers on dramatic sub- , I620. 
jects have not ascertained either Barkstbd, William. See 
the year of the birth or that of the Insatiate Govnt;ess,. m VoU II. 
^ath of this author. His last re- Barnard, Edward. This gen- 
mains however lie interred in the tleman is the author of a volume* 
church oi^ St. James's, Westmin- entitled, Firtue the Source of Plea" 
ster. . 5Kre, 8vo. 1757, in which are two 

Barford, Richard, This gen- dramatic pieces, more pious than 

tleman was, we believe, of £xeter poetical, entitled. 

College, in Oxfo|^, and took his 1. The Somewhat* 

degree of M. A. Nov. 25, 1729. 2. Edward FI. 

We are entirely unacquainted with He also was author of a work, 

any further particulars concerning called Experimental Christianity of 

him> except that he wrote eternal Advantage, exemplyfied in 

The FtrginQueen.Tr.Svo.i72g. the Life of Miss Lydia Mien, of 

To this tragedy Mr. Pope alludes London, wfw died Nov. 17, 1740. 

in his Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot, Svo. 2dedit. 1741. 

ver. 55 : Barnes, Barvabt, was a 

Blcts me! a packct—Tis a stranger sues, youuger son of Richard Barnes, 

A Virgin TrmgfJy, an orphan Muse. Bishop of Durham, but bom in 

See JVarton on Pope. Yorkshire 1569. He became a 

Barker, Mr. A gentleman of student of Brazen Nose College, in 

this name is said by all the vtrriters 1586, but left the university with« 

;o have been the author of two out a degree. Ha ^i\ft\>««t^\ ^s> 

c 3 
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companied a military expedition had attained a riper ago. The 

to France, under the Earl of Essex, names of thera are as follow v 

in 1591 5 but when he died is un- l, Deoriim Dona. M. 8vo. l647. 

known. Besides several poems, 2. Gripus and Hegio, P. 8vo. 

he published one play, called, l647. 

The Devils Charter, Trag. 4(o. 3. Mirxa. Trag. 8vo. N.D. 

1607. Phillips and Winstanley have also 

Barnes, Joshua, a learned attributed some other plays to hiro, 

divine, bom in London l654, was but on no foundation whatever, 

educated at Christ's Hospital, viz. 

whence he removed to Emanuel Dicli [Hijcho] Scorner, Com. 
College, Cambridge, of which he [Morality.] 
was elected fellow in 1 675 . The Don Qui rote. Com. 
year following he published a Destruction of Jerusalem . 
poem on the History of Esther ; Marriage of fVit and Science. 
and, in l689. The Life of Ed- Together with masques and in- 
ward III. In 1694, he printed his terludes; all which however Lang- 
edition of Euripides, In 170O, baine denies to be his 5 as he also 
he married a widow lady of for- does Phillips's assertion that any of 
tune. In 17,05, he published h?s his pieces were ever represented 
Anacrecm; and the next year his on the stnge. 
Homer, Dr. Bentley used to say, Mr. Baron had a strict intimacy 
that he understood as much Greek with the celebrated Mr. James 
as a Greek cobler : his edition of Howell, the great traveller, in 
Anacreon, however, ranks high in whose collections of letters there is 
the estimation of the learned, one to this gentleman (see i/oweZ/'A' 
Mr. Barnes died in 1712. There Letters, l)ook iii. letter 17), who 
•re in the library of Emanuel was at that time at Paris.— To 
College, the following plays of his Mr. Howell in particular, and to 
in MS. viz. ' ?J1 the ladies and genllev^omen of 

1. The Academie. Com. about England in general, he has dedi- 
1675. N. P. cated his romance. 

2. Englebert. Play. N. P. Barrey, Lodowick. What 

3. Landgartha.Ent.\6S3. N.K this gentleman's rank in life was. 
Baron, Robert. This an- , seems son)ewhat difficult to deter- 

thor was born in the year l630. mine; the writers on dramatic 

He received the earlier parts of subjects, viz. Langbaine, Jacob, 

his education at Cambridge, after Gildon, Whincop, Sic. styling him 

which he became a member of the only Mr.Lodowick Barry ; whereas 

honourable society of Gray's Inn. Anth. Wood, in his Athen. Oxon,^ 

During his residence atthe univer- vol. i. p. 629, calls him Lodowick 

sity, and indeed when he was no Lord Barry; which title Coxeter, 

more than seventeen years of age, in his MS. has also bestowed on 

he wrote a romance, called The him. This is however positively 

Cyprian Academy , in which he denied by Whincop, p. 91. But 

introduced the two first of the let this be as it may, all authors 

dramatic pieces mentioned below, agree that he was of an ancient 

The third of them is a much more and honourable family in Ireland, 

jfegular and perfect play, and was that he flourished about the middle 

probably written when the author of King James the Fii:st*« reigii^ 



28 

^ £ A B £ A 

and that he wrote one dramatic rate those names which before it 

piece, entitled, were found for ever joined. For 

Ram Alley. C. 4to. I6II. D.C. this reason we shall, under this 

Bartholomew, John, is au- single article, deliver what we have 

thor of one play, called, been able to collect concerning 

Tike Fall of the French Monarchy, both ; yet, for the sake of order, it 

H. T. Svo." 1794. will be proper first to take some 

Babtley, Sir William. We notice of those particulars which 

find this name assigned as author of separately relate to each. First 

Cornelia. P. I662. N. P. then, as his name stands at the 

It seems, however, very pro- liead of this article, we will begin 

bable, that it is a corruption for with 

Sir William Berkley, who wrote Francis Beaumont. This 

The Lost Lady, gentleman wns descended from a 

Baston, Robert. Bale and very ancient family of that name. 

Pits mention this poet as author, seated at Grace Dieu, in Leicester- 

among other things, of a volume shire. His grandfather, John 

of tragedies and comedies in £ng- Beaumont, had been Master of the 

lish 3 but what they were has not Rolls, and his father, Francis 

come to our knowledge. Bale de Beaumont, one of the judges of 

Script, Brit, Centur, IF. — Pits de the Court of Common Pleas. Nor 

Illustr, Angl, Script, Ann, 1310. was his descent less honourable on 

Bate, Henry. See Dudley, thesideof his mother, whose name 

Bayley, John, is author of was Anne, the daughter of George 

one play, called, Pierrepoint, of Home Pierrepoint, 

The Forester, Dr. 8vo. 1 798 • ^^ ^be county of Nottingham, Esq. 

Baylis, John. Of this person and of the same family from which 

we know no more than that he tlie late Duke of Kingston de* 

has published the following trans- rived his ancestry, 

lations from the French : Our poet, however, appears to 

1. A House to te Sold, F, 12mo. have been only a younger soUi 
1804. Jacob mentioning a brother of his 

2. Lodoiska. H.R. 12mo. 1604. by the title of Sir Henry Beau* 

3. Mysteries of Urlolpho, D. mont, though Cibber with more 
12mo. 1804. propriety, in his Lives of the Poets, 

4. The Resemblance, C 12mo. vol. i. p. 157, calls hrm Sir John 
1804. Beaumont. He was born in tlie 

5. Valet with two Masters, F. year 1685, and received his edu- 
12mo. 1804. cation at Cambridge,^ but in 

Beaumont, F&ancis, and what college is a point which we 

John Fletcher. have not been able to trace. He 

As these two gentlemen were, afterwards was entered a student 

while living, the most inviolable . in the Inner Temple. It is not, 

friends and inseparable corapa- however, appnrent that he made 

nions ; as in their works also they any great proficiency in the law, 

were united, the Orestes and Py- that being a study probably too 

lades of the poetical world -, it dry and unentertaining to be at« 

would be a kind of injury done to tended to by a man of his fertile 

the manes of their friendship, and sprightly genius. And, in* 

should we here, after death, sepa- deed, we should scwtcfcVj \» ^^ox^ 

c4 
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prised to find that he had given no 
application to any study but poe- 
^, nor attended on any court but 
that of the Muses; but on the con- 
trary our admiration might fix it- 
self in the opposite extreme> and 
^ us with astonishment at th6 
creatness of his genius and rapir 
aity of his pen, when we look 
back on the voluminousness of his 
l7ork8» and then inquire into the 
time allowed him for them -, works 
that might well have taken up a 
long life to have executed. For 
although, out of fifty-three plays 
which are collected together as 
the labours of these united authors^ 
Mr. Beaumont wais concerned in 
much the greater part of them, 
yet he did not live to complete his 
thirtieth year, the king of terrors 
summoning him away in the be* 
ginning of March l6\5, on the 
9th day of which he was interred 
in the entrance of St. Benedict's 
chapel in Westminster Abbey. He 
left behind him only one daugh- 
ter, \lLxs. Frances Beaumont, who, . 
must then have been an infant, as 
she died in Leicestershire since the 
year 1700. She had been possess- 
ed of several MS. poems of her 
father'9 writing 3 but the envious 
Irish seas, which robbed the world 
of that invaluable treasure, the re«t 
inaintng part of Spenser's Fairy 
Quemj deprived it also of these 
poems, which were lost '^0 her 
^foyzgt from Jrdand, in which 
kingdom she had resided for some 
time in th^ family of the Duke of 
0rmon4* l/et us now proceed to 
par second author, 

Jjo^vl FtBTcuiti, This gentle- 
man was not more meanly de- 
9ceqde4^h^n bis poetical colleague; 
Jiis father, fh^ Rev. Dr. Fletcher, 
having l^een first made Bishop of 
i^ristol by Queen Elizabeth, and 
^erwards by the same monarchy 
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in the year 1^93, translaDed to the 
rich and honourable see of Lon- 
don. Our ^oet was bora in 1576, 
and was, as well as his fiiend, 
educated at Cambridge, where he 
made a great proficiency in his 
studies, and was accounted a very 
good scholar. His natural viya- 
cily of wit, for which he was re* 
markable, soon rendered him a de- 
votee to the Muses; and his close 
attention to their service, and forr 
tunate connexion with a geniu^ 
equal to his own, soon raised him 
to one of the highest places in the 
temple of poetical fam^. As he 
was born near ten years before Mr. 
Beaumont, so did' he also survive 
him by an equal nuniher of years 1 
the general calamity of a plague, 
which happened in the year l625, 
involving him in its great destruc- 
tion, he being at that time 4p years 
of age. [See Massinger.I 

During the joint lives of these 
two great poets, it appears t^at 
they wrote nothing separ^t^y, ex- 
cepting one little piece by each 
wfiich seemed of too trivial a na^ 
ture for either to require assistance 
in, viz. The Faithful Shepherdess, 
a Pastoral, by Fletcher ; and The 
Masque of Gray's Inn Gentlemen, 
by Beaumont. Yet what share each 
had in the writing or designing of 
the pieces thus composed by them 
jointly, there is no possibility of 
determining. It is however gene* 
rally allowed, ti)at Fletcher's pecu- 
liar talent wastt'i/ ; and Beaumont's, 
though much the younger man, 
jv4gment, ^ Nay, so extraordinary 
was the latter property in Mr. 
Beaumont, that it is recorded of 
the great Ben Jonson, who seems 
moreover to have had a sufficient 
degree of self^opinion of his own 
abilities, that he jxmstantly, so long 
as this gentleman lived, submitted 
his own writings to his censure^ 
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and^ as it is thought^ availed him- 
self of bis judgment at least in the 
correcting^ if not even m the con- 
trivingx all his plots. 

It is probable, tberefore>tbat the 
forming tb« plots and contriving 
the conduct of the fable> the writ- 
ing of more serious and pathetic 
parts, and lopping the redundant 
branches of FJetcher*8 wit, whose 
luxuriance, we are told, frequently 
stood in need of castigation, might 
be in general Beaumonf s portion 
in the work ; while Fletcher, whose 
conversation with the beau monde 
(which indeed both of them, from 
their births and stations in life, had 
been ever accustomed to), added 
to the volatile and lively turn he 
possessed, rendered him perfectly 
ianaster of dialogue and polite lan- 
guage, might execute the designs 
formed by the other, and raise the 
superstructure of those lively and 
spirited scenes of which Beau- 
nsont had only laid the foundation -, 
and in this he was so successful, 
that though his wit and raillery 
were extremely keen and poignant, 
yet thcj were at the same time so 
perfecny genteel, that they used 
rather to please than disgust the 
very persons on whom they seemed 
to reflect. Yet that Fletcher was 
not entirely excluded from a share 
in the conduct of the drama, may 
be gathered from a story related by 
Wiustanley, iFiz. that our two 
bards having concerted the rough 
draught of a tragedy over a bottle 
of wine at the tavern, Fletcher 
said, he would undertake to kUl the 
King; which wonls being over- 
heard by the waiter, who had not 
happened, to have been witness to 
the context of their conversation, 
he lodged an information of trea- 
son against them: but, on their 
explanation of it only to mean the 
destruction of a theatric^ monarchy 



and their lojralty being UD(|tiestion- 
ed, th# affair ended in a jest. 

On the whole, the works of 
these authors have undoubtedly 
very great merit, and some of their 
pieces deservedly stand on the list 
of the present ornaments of the 
theatre. The plots are ingenious, 
interesting, and well managod; 
the characters strongly marked ; 
and the dialogue sprightly and na- 
tural ; yet there is in the latter a 
cfarseness which is not suitable to 
the politeness of the present age, 
and a fondness of repartee, which 
frequently runs into obscenity, and 
which we may suppose was the 
vice of that time, smoe even the 
delicate Shakspeare himself is not 
entirely free from it. But as these 
authors have more of that kind of 
wit than the last-mentioned writer, 
it is not to be wondered if their 
works were, in the licentioius rei^ 
of Charles II. preferred to his. 
Now, however, to the honour of 
the present taste be it spoken^ the 
tables are entirely turned ; and, 
while Sbakspeare*3 immortal works 
are our constant and daily fare, 
those of Beaumont and Fletcher, 
though' delicate in their kind, are 
only occasionally served up $ and 
even then great pains is ever taken 
t^ clear them of ih^t Jum^t, which 
the haut'gout oi their contempora- 
ries considered as their supremest 
relish ; but which the more unde- 
praved tal^te of ours has been just- 
ly taught to look on a^ what it 
really is, no more than a corrupted 
and unwholesome taint. 

The pieces they have lef^ behind 
them are as follow : 

1. The Wiman Hater. C. 4to. 

I6O7. 

2. The Kntghi of the Burning 
Pestle. C. 4to. l6l3. 

3. Cupids Rtvengi. Tt. 4te. 
1615. ^ 
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. 4. The Scornful Lady, C. 4to. 
l6l6. 

5. j4 King and no King. T. C. 
4to. 1^19. 

6. The Maids Tragedy. 4to. 

1619. 

7. Philaster. T. C. 4to. 1620. 

8. Thierry and Theodoret: T. 
4to. 1621. 

9. The Faithful Shepherdess. 
D.P. 4to. N.D. (By Fletcher.) 

10. The Two Noble Kinsmen, 
T. C. 410. 1634. 

• 11. The Elder Brother. C. 4to. 

1637. 

12. Monsieur Thomas. C. 4to. 
1639. 

13. Wit without Money. C. 
4to. 1639. 

14. The Coronation. C. 4to. 
1640. [Shirley, however, has laid 
claim, to this play.] 

15. Rollo. T. 4to. 1640. 

16. Rule a Wife and have a 
Wife. C. 4to. 1640. 

. 17. The Night Walker. C. 4to. 
J640. 

The following 36 plays were 
f rst published together in folio, 
1647 ; but are, together with the 
preceding 17» in folio, 1679. 

18. The Mad I^er. T. C. 

J 9. The Spanish Curate. C. 

20. Tlie Little FrenchLauryer. C. 

21. The Custom of the Country. 
Tr. Cora. 

22. The Noble Gentleman. . C. 

23. The Captain. C. 

24. Beggars' Bush. C. 

25. The Coxcomb. C. 

26. The False One. T. 

27. The Cliances. C. 

28. Tlie Loyal Subject. T. C. 

29. The Laws of Candy. T. C. 

30. The Lover^s- Progress. T.C. 

31. The Island Princess. T.C. 

32. Humorous Lieutenant. T.C. 

33. The Nice Falour. T. C. 

34. The Maid in tlie iVm. C. 

35. The Prophetess. T. 
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36. Bonduca. T. 

37. The Sea Voyage. C. 

38. The Double Marriage. T. 

39. The Pilgrim. C. 

40. The Knight of Malta. T.C. 
Al. The Woman's Prize. C. 

42. Love's Cure. C» 

43. Honest Man's Fortune. T.C. 

44. The Queen of Corinth. T.C. 

45. Women pleased. T. C. 

46. A Wife for a Month. T.C. 

47. Wit at several Weapons. C. 

48. Vdlentinian. T. 

49. The Fair Maid of the Inn. 
T.C. 

50. Lovers PilgriiTiage. C. 

51. Masque of the Inner Tempk 
and Gray's Inn, l6l2. 4to. N.D. 
(By Beaumont.) 

52. Four Plays in One. 

53. The Wild Goose Chase. C 
Fol. 1652, 1679. 

The saaie writers were also au- 
thors, or assistants to the authors, 
of the under-mentioned : 

54. Tlie Widow. By Jons<Mi, 
Fletcher, and Middleton. 4to. 
1652. 

55. The Jeweller of Amsterdmm; 
or. The Hague. By Fletcher, 
Field, and Massinger. N. P. 

56. The Faithful Friends. C^ 
N. P. 

57^ A Right Woman. C. Both 
by B.eaumont and Fletcher. N. P. 

58. The History ofMador, King 
of Britain. By Beaumont. N. P. 

5Q. The Devillof Dowgate. C. 
by Fletcher. l623. N. P. 

60. The History of Cardenio. P. 
by Fletcher and Shakspeare. N.P. 

61 . The Wamltring Lovers^ P. 
by Fletcher. l623. N. P. 

Lecket, Andrew. This perr 
son has, besides A Trip to Hoi' 
land, published one dramatic piece, 
called 

Socrates. Dr. Poem. 8vo. I8O6. 

Beckinoham, Charles. This 
gentleman was the son of a lineQ? 



27 

BED B fi D 

draper in Fleet Street. He was ing been a very principal and tise« 

educated at that great nursery of ful evidence in the discovery of 

karning MerchantTaylors' School, the Popish plot in the reign of 

under the Rev. Dr. Smith, where King Charles J I. The particulars 

he made a verj' great proficiency of that important event may be 

in all his studies, and gave the seen by looking into any of the 

strongest testimonials of extra- £nglish historians relating to that 

ordinary abilities. In poetry, period ; and Captain Bedloe^s life, 

more particularly, he very early which contained little evtraordi- 

discovered an uncommon genius ; naiy excepting what concerned the 

two dramatic pieces of-his writing said plot, having been written by 

being represented on the stage be- an unknown hand, and published 

fore he had well completed his in 8vo. l68J, being the year after 

twentieth year ; and thuse not such his death, we shall refer our rea- 

as required the least indulgence or ders to that work, and only proceed 

allowance on account of his years, to the mention of one dramatic 

but such as bore evidence to a piece, which he published in hit 

boldness of sentiment, an accuracy life-time, although never acted, 

of diction, an ingenuity of con- It is entitled 
duct, and a maturity of judgment. The Excommunicated Prince, T. 

which would have done honour to Fol. I679. 

a much more ripened age. The Anth. a Wood, in his Athene 

titles of his plays, both of which Oxon. vol. ii. p. 884, will not al- 

were tragedies, are, low the Captain the merit of this 

1. Scipio Jfricanus. 12mo.l718. play; but asserts that it was writ- 

2. Henry IF, of France, Svo. ten partly, if not entirely, by one 
1720. The. Walter, M. A. of Jesus Col- 

At the representation of the first- lege, Oxford, 
mentioned piece, l)is schoolmaster Mr. Macpberson is supposed to 

Dr. Smith, as a peculiar mark of represent him very justly in the 

distinction and regard to the merit following account : *' He rose from 

of his pupil, gave all his boys a •* a footboy, or common runner of 
holiday on the afternoon of th^ '* messages, into a livery servant of 

author's benefit, in order to afford *' the Lord Bellasis. To the base- 
an opportunity, to such of them as ** ness of his birth, he added the 
pleaseid, to. pay their compliments " lowest depravity of the mind. 
to their scho^fellow on that oc- '* He was by nature a knave, and 
casion. *' followed iniquity from inclina- 

He was born in 1699, and, be- '' tion, more than from profit. Ac- 
sides these dramatic pieces, wrote " tivc in his person, and a wan- 
several other poems 5 but his ge- " derer from disposition, he was a 
nius was not permitted any very '' kind of post or letter-carrier be- 
long period to expand itself inj *' yond sea; and, in that servile 
for he died on the 18th of February *^ condition, he found an opportu- 
1730, in the 32d year of his age. *' nity to become acquainted with 

Bedloe,Capt. Willi AM. This *' the names, and the more obvious 
perjured wretch, at the time he " concerns, of people of note ou 
Jived, made himself better known 'Mhe continent. He converted his 
and more considered on account of ** knowledge into th^ means of 
tis actions than his writings j hav- *' sharping. Vat -w^vxInxcAssi ^^ii^ 
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•• names ^ he borrowed money by intimacy witb> the American Prince 

** fraud ; he forged recommenda- Oroonoko, and his beloved Imoin«' 

^* tions > he personated men of £i- da, whose adventures she has h^- 

•^ gure. Under the character of an self so pathetically related in her 

** Englishman of rank » he traversed celebrated novel of that name^and 

** Italy 3 he passed through France J which Mr. Southern afterwards 

'' he travelled to Spain \ marking made such an admirable use of in 

** his way with frauds^ cheatry^ making it the groundwork of one 

^* robbery, and lies. Habituated of the best tragedies in the English 

*' to punishments, and seasoned language. Her intimacy with this 

^* to prisons^ he became hardened ' prince, and the interest she took in 

''against the animadversions of the his concerns* added to her own 

** law ) and though he fed* half his youth and beauty, afforded an op* 

<' time* with common felons* out portunity to the ill-natured and 

" of the alms-basket, he was al« censorious to accuseiier of a nearer 

*' ways prepared for any wicked- connexion with him ihan that dt 

<' ness that promised temporary friendship. Of this* however* a lady 

** profit.*' of her acquaintance* who has pre* 

He died at Bristol* August 20* fixed some memoirs of her life to 

1680. an edition of her novels* takes great 

Bern** Apkara* or Aphxa. pains* and we think very much to 
Some kind of dispute has arisen in the purpose* to acquit her. 
segardtothis lady '^Christian name* On her return to London* she 
in consequenceof Langbaine's hav- became the wife of one Mr. Bdm* 
ingattributedthatof Astrsa toher a merchant, residing in that city^ 
as a real name, which was indeed but qf Dutch extraction. How 
no more than a poetical one^ by long he lived after their marriag^j 
n^hich she was known and address- is not ^ry apparent, probably not 
cd by her contemporaries. She v^xy lonf \ for her wit and abilities 
was a gentlewoman by birth, be- having brought her into high esti* 
ing descended from a very good mation at court. King Charles II. 
family, whose residence was in the £xed on her as a proper person to 
city of Canterbury. She was born transact some affairs of importance 
9ome time in Charles I/s reign* abroad during the course of the . 
^ut in what year is uncertain. Dutch war. To this purpose she 
Her father's name was Johnson, went over to Antwerp* where* by 
vho* through the interest of the her intrigues and gallantries* she' 
Ipord Willoughby* to whom he so far Crept into the secrets of 
was related* being appointed lieu- state, as to answer the ends pro- 
tenant-general of Surinam* and six posed by sending her over. Nay, 
and thirty islands* undertook a in the latter end of l666* she* by 
voyage to the West Indies* taking means of the influence she had 
with him his whole family* among over one Vander Albert* a Dutch* 
whom was our poetess* at that man of eminence* whose heart was 
time very young. Mr. Johnson warmly attached to her* wormed, 
died in the voyage; but his family out of him the design formed by 
teaching Surinam* settled there for De Ruyter* in conjunction with . 
some years. the family of the De Wits, of sail*. 

Here it was that she learned the ing up the Thames, and burning 

history of> and acquired a personal the Englbh ships in their harbours,. 
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whicfa they afterwards put in exe- 
cution at Rochester. This she 
immediately communicated to the 
English court; but though the 
event proved her intelligence to l>e 
vdl grounded^ yet it was at that 
time only laughed at ; which^ to- 
gether« probably^ with no great 
inclination shown to reward her 
for the pains she had been at^ de- 
termined her to drop all further 
thoughts of political affairs^ and, 
during the remainder of her stay 
at Antwerp, fo give herself up 
entirely to the gaiety and gallantries 
of the place. Vander Albert con- 
tinued his addresses, and, after 
having made some unsuccessful 
attempts to obtain the possession 
of her person on easier terms than 
matrimony, at length consented to 
make her his wife: but while he 
was preparing at Amsterdam for a 
joomey to England with that in- 
tent, a fever carried him off, and 
left her free froa^ any amorous en- 
gagements. She was also strongly 
f olidted by a very old man, of the 
name <^ Van Bruin, at whose ex- 
pense she diverted herself for a 
time, and then rejected him with 
that ridiciile which his absurd ad- 
dresses justly merited. 

In her voyage back to England 
she was very near being lost, the 
vessel she was in being driven on 
the coast by a storm; but, hap- 
pening to founder within sight of 
laad, the passengers were, by the 
timdiy assbtance of boats from the 
i^ore, all fortunately preserved. 

Fr^m this period she devoted her 
life entirely to pleasure and the 
Muses* Her works are very nu- 
merous^ and aU of them have a 
lively and amorous turn. It is no 
wonder then, that her wit should 

Sin her the esteem of MrlDryden, 
r. Soat)iem, and other men of 
^B^ote; alharbe&u^^ of which in 



her younger part of life she pos- 
sessed a great share, did the hve df 
those of gallantry. Nor does she 
appear to have been any stranger 
to the delicate sensations of that 
passion ; as appears from ^ome of 
her letters to a gentleman, with 
whom she corresponded under th« 
name of Lycidas, and who seems 
not to have returned her dame with 
equal ardour, or received it with 
that rapture her charms might 
well have been expected to com-* 
mand. 

Her works, as we have before 
observed, were very numerous, con- 
sisting of plays, novels, poems, let- 
ters, &c. But as our present de« 
sign only authorizes our taking 
notice of her dramatic pieces, *wt 
shall hereto subjoin a list of them, 
amounting to eighteen in number^ 
viz. 

1. Forced Marriage, T. C. 4to. 
1671. 

2. The Amorous Prince. C. 4to. 
l6;i. 

3. The Dutch Lover. C. 4to. 
1673. 

4. Ahdelazar. T. 4to. I677. 

5. The Town Fop, Com. 4ta, 
1677. 

6. The Rover. C. Part I. 4ta, 

1577. 

7. The Debauchee; or, TheCre^ 

dulous Cuckold. C. 4to. l677* 

8. Sir Patient Fancy. C. 4to. 
1678. 

9. The Feigned Courtezans. C 
4to. 1679. 

10. The Rover. Com. Part IL 
4to. 168 1. 

11. The City Heiress. C. 4to. 
}682. 

12. The False Count. C. 4td. 
1682. 

13. The Roundheads. C. 4tO. 
1682. 

14. The Young King. Tr. C* 
4to. 1683, 
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15, Th^ Lucky Chance, C. 4to. 
1687. 

li^. The Emperor of the Moon, F. 
4to. 1687. 

17- The IVdow Ranter. T. C. 
4to. 1690, 

18. The Younger Brother, C. 
4to. iOQd, 

It will appear by this catalogue^ 
that the turu of her genius was 
chiefly to comedy. As to the charac- 
ter that her plays should maiifCain 
in the records of dramatic history, 
it will be difficult to determine, 
since their faults and . perfections 
stand in strong opposition to each 
other. In all, even the most in- 
different of her pieces, there are 
strong marks of genius and under- 
standing. Her plots are full of 
business and ingenuity $ and her 
dialogue sparkles with the dazzling 
lustre of genuine wit, which every 
vhere glitters among it. But then 
she has been accused, and that not 
witliout great justice, of interlard- 
ing her comedies with the most 
indecent scenes, and giving an in- 
dulgence in her wit to the most 
indelicate expressions. To this ac- 
cusation she has herself made some 
reply in the preface to The Lucky 
Chance', but the retorting the 
charge of prudery and preciseness 
on her accusers is far from being 
a sufficient exculpation of herself. 
The best, and perhaps the only 
true excuse that can be made for it 
is, that although she might herself 
have as great an aversion as any 
one to loose scenes or too warm 
descriptions, yet, as she wrote for^^a 
livelihood, she was obliged to com- 
ply with the corrupt taste of the 
times. And, as she was a wo- 
man, and naturally, moreover, of 
an aniorous complexion, and wrote 
in an age atid to a court of gal- 
lantry and licentiousness, the latter 
circumstances, added to her neces- 
sitiesj compelled her to indulge her 
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audience in their favourite depra* 
vity; and the former, assisted by a 
rapid flow of wit and vivacity, en- 
abled her so to do 5 so that; both 
together have given her plays the 
loose cast which it is but too appa- 
rent they possess. 

Her own private character we 
shall give to our readers in the 
words of one of her female com- 
panions, who, in the memoirs 
before mentioiied, prefixed to her 
novels, spoke of her thus : ** She 
*' was (says this lady) of a gene- 
" rous, humane disposition, some- 
" thing passionate, very serviceable 
" to her friends in all that was in 
" her power, and could sooner 
" forgive an injury than do one. 
She had wit, humour, good-na- 
ture, and judgment; she was 
mistress of all the pleasing arts 
*' of conversation ; she was a wo- 
*' man of sense, and consequently 
'* a lover of pleasure. For my 
'* part, I knew her intimately, and 
** never saw aught unbecoming the 
*' just modesty oi our sex } though 
" more gay and free than the foUy 
" of the precise will allow.** 

After a life intermingled with 
numerous disappointments, which, 
as Mr. Gildon justly observes, a 
woman of her sense and merit 
ought never to have met with, and 
in the close of a long indisposition, 
Mrs. Behn departed from this 
world on the l6th of April 16S9, 
and lies interred in the cloisters of 
Westminster Abbey, under a blue 
marble stone, against the flrst pil- 
lar in the east ambulatoiy, with the 
following inscription : 

Mrs. Aphra Behn, 

died April the l6tfr, 

16S9. 

Here lies a proof that wit can never be 
Defence enough against mortality. 

Revived by Tho.Waine^ in respect 
to so bright a genius. 
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Belchier^Dawbridgecoubt. In l^'^^PP^^^^ 
This gentleman was the eldest son . 9. The Languishing Lover. M. 
of WUliam Belchier, of Gillesbo- Int. 12mo. 
roughs in Northamptonshire, Esq. All these little pieces (tbe4ti^. 
He was first entered of Corpus 8th, and 9th, only excepted) yeie 
Christ! College, Cambridge, on expressly written to be performed by 
March 2, 1^97; and afterwards the young ladies of Mrs. Bellamy'* 
of Christcburch^ Oxford, where boarding-school at Chelsea, at the 
he took the degree of bachelor of stated periods of breaking-up for 
arts, Feb. 6, lOCX)^ some* years the holidays, for the improvement 
after which he went into tlie of themselves, and the amusement 
United Provinces, and settled ^ at of their parents and friends. They 
Utrecht 5 where he wrote, or, as are well adapted to the purpose, 
Coxeter terms it, translated into being short and concise, the plots 
English (from the Dutch, we sup- simple and familiar, and the Ian- 
pose), one dramatic piece called guage, though not remarkably po- 
Hans Beer Pot's Invisible Co- ctical, nor adorned with any very 
medy. 4to. 16I8. extraordinary beauty, yet, on the 

Phillips and Winstanley, how- whole, far from contemptible, 
ever, among the numerous niis- They are calculated for showing 
takes they are guilty of, have at- the peculiar talents of the young 
tributed this piece to Thomas ladies who were to appear in 
Nash. them 3 and to set forth the ira- 

Mr. Belch ler died, in the Low provements they had acquired in 
Countries, in 1621. their education, especially in mu- 

Bellamy, Daniel, Sen. and sic, to' which end songs are pretty 
Jun. These gentlemen were fa- lavishly dispersed through them 
ther and son. The father, ^s we all. In a word, the design on the 
are informed in the title-page to whole is laudable j and it were to 
their works, was some time of St. be wished that an example of this 
John's College, Oxford ; and the sort were to be followed in more 
son of Trinity College, Cambridge, of the seminaries of education both 
They were authors in conjunction 3 male and female ; as these kinds of 
and in the year 1739 published public exhibitions constantly ex- 
vol. i. and in 1740 vol. ii. (l2mo.) cite a degree of emulation which 
of a collection of Miscellanies in awakens talents that might other- 
Prose and Verse 5 in which, among wise have lain entirely buried in 
other dramas, are some which had obscurity, and rouse to a greater 
before been printed by the father, degree of exertion those which 
The names of the several pieces have already been discovered, 
are as follow: Bellam^x, Thomas, born in 

J . Innocence Betrayed, 1745, at Kingston-upon-Thames, 

2. ZAwe Triumphant. in Surrey. His father was of the 

3. Perjured Devotee, profession of the law, and, in 

4. Ahsent Nyrhph. 1743, married Miss Anne Lomax, 

5. jRiva/ Nymphs, daughter of Lomax, Esq. who 

6. Rival Priests, had represented the borough of St. 

7. Vanquished Love, And, Albans in Parliament : by his wife 

8. Three select scenes of Gaa- he had a numerous issue 3 his son 
rini's Pastor Fdo, Thomas lived to be the only sue- 
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vlvlng branch bf the Ikmily, It craelly dfeceived, and all 'tis pro* 
doM not Appear that his father spects of comnibial happiness sa- 

dicd in any flourishing cirenm- crtficed at the shrine of vanity and 
stalwes. He acted as steward to folly. 

Sir Charles Booths who bad a great He appears to have had an earl^ 
regard for him and his family^ and taste for the sublime compositioni 
jit his death left Mrs. Bellamy a of the best English poets^ from 
very considerMe legMly: she sur- which he seems to have imbibed a 
. vived her husband many years, genoine love of nature* and to have 
The late ReV. Daniel BdlamTj contracted the habit of indulging 
who had the living of Kew> in himself in those rural rambles and 
Surrey, and who was particularly exconions which be was constant* 
distinguished by their present Ma^ ly makings and from which he 
jesties^ was uncle to our author, derived the greatest pleasure r this 
It does not appear that Mr. Bellamy taste almost necessarily made him 
was ever designed foi' any of the a poet^ and he began, even during 
learned professions; for he re* his apprenticeship, to wander at 
ceived only those common rudi- the foot of Parnassus. His first 
ments of education which are re- essays, like those of all young 
quisite for the purposes of inland poets, were of the pastoral kind>. 
commerce; which having attained, which he rejected, in proportion 
he was put an apprentice to Mrs. as his judgment ripened, and con- 
Allen, a hosier, in Newgate Street, fined himself principally to moral 
With this bUsinfsss he was so well subjects. In Lis Miscellanies he 
satisfied, that, at the expiration of has preserved sonae pieces. Written 
his apprenticeship, he began to trade so long ago as l/ds ; which evino^ 
for himself On a large scale, and that he had a pure mind, and 
with great success. He spent up- knew how to express his sent>- 
wards of twenty years of his life as ments with considerable force and 
a respectable tradesman in the city harmony, particulaHy Ahdallah to 
of London ; and as such he most the Usurper of his Father* s Throne^ 
probably would have passed the and Ellen to Edwin, vol. iL 8S, 
remainder of his life, if, happily, A mind, susceptible of the plea- 
he had married, and known the sures of poetry, and indulging in 
'comforts of domestic felicity, propensities of innate genius, wiQ 
Some time after he commenced not long relish the common bust- 
business, he entertained an afiec- ness of c4(mmon life $ and it is bol 
lion for a young lady, whom it too true, that genius is frequently 
was his wish and intention to the artificer of private calamity* 
marry. Whatever were their as well as of public fame. Mr* 
engagements, however, the lady Bellamy's predilection for politic 
thought proper to decline be- literature increased with his years) 
coming the wife of an honest and and, as the concerns of trade are* 
prosperous tradesman. The un- always found incompatible witb'ii 
happy termination of the first pas- devotion to the Muses, the counter 
sion he ever felt, seems to have gradually became rejected, and the 
had the natural effect of giving shop finally renounced, aher car- 
him some disgust against matri- lying on business for about twenty 
monv, or at least forming any new rears. Our author was the pro- 
•ttacament 5 since he had been so jectior of The Monthly Mvnof^ 
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the General Magazine and Impart ception and an invariable afiection 
tial Review, the first number of for the best graces of the heart : 
which was published on the first he had no talent for satire, nor 
of June \7S7 i of The Picturesque did he relish it in others ; though. 
Alagaxine, and lAterary Museum \ he knew how to value the spark- 
aod author of Sadaski, or i/ie Wan- ling ebullitions of resentfiil wit, 
dering Penitent, in two small vo- and the angry coruscationi of 
lumes, which if not managed with ofi^nded genius. He was author 
the delicate skill of Hawkesworth, of the following dramatic piece : 
yet displays an e&uberant fancy^ and The Friends -, or, The Benevolent 
inculcates important lessons and Planters. M. I. Acted at the Hay" 
sound moralit}'. For the juvenile market ; but afterwards printed 
mind, he alio wrote a small book, (under the latter title only), 8vo. 
entitled. Lessons from Life 5 or, I789. 

Home Scenes. Upon the death oif Bellbrs, Fbttiplaci. Of 
his mother, he became entitled to this gentleman we can give no ac- 
a considerable sum of money, and count, except that he was the au- 
retired to private lodgings, intend- thor of A Delmeation of universal 
iog to augment his income by Imw, 4to. ; The Ends of Society, 
writing works of fancy and bio- 4co. 17^9; and one play, called, 
graphy. He was now, for the first Injured Innocence, T. ttvo. 1732. 
time sinc'* he commenced author, B&lon, Pbtea. Of this author 
in comfortable circumstances : no account is transmitted to us* 
but from this prospect of happiness He was living in \6Q0, when 
he was summoned by death, after Langbaine published, and wrote 
an illness of four days, Friday, one play, called, 
August 29, 1800. He was a The Mock Duellist; or. The 
mm, who, in all the varying cir- French Falet, Com. 4to. 167^' 
ctmistances of his existence, had Bbnnbt, Philip, was fellow 
the merit of acting with probity of Magdalen College, Cambridge, 
and profirie^ $ bis manners were where he took the degrees oF 
engaging! hiS conversation cheer- B. A. 1736, and M. A. 1740. He 
fal j his countenance was expres- afterwards took or(]ers, and died 
live of the keen sensibility of his about 1752. He was author of a 
mind; hts deportment was manly, poem, called The Beau Philoso^ 
and his address conciliating 5 be pher, Svo. 1736, and 
Was ardent in his pursuiu, and The Beau's Adventures. F. Svo. 
Varm in bis attachments $ his ur- 1733. 

bani^ jvocmed him many ac- Bbnson, — — •, an industrious 
qaaiDtaiice, and his good qualities and meritorious actor, and a dra- 
secured him many friends ; he malic writer in a small way, who 
delighted in social intercourse, was several years attached to 
and bis love of conviviality was Dru^ Lane Theatre, and married a 
never degraded by intemperance; sister of Mrs. Stephen ^emble, by 
he loved whatever could captivate whom he had four children. In 
i good mind, and an elegant taste the theatre he was ^n extremely 
had always a charm for hmi. This useful man, being; a ready substi- 
will be clearly seen from the tute in case of sudden indisposition, 
tenonr of all his compositions, willing to undertake any character 
which evince an ecnte mond.pcr- in comedy, tragedy^ «r ftrot* 
vot. I. » , . .> 
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Under the affliction of a brain fe- 
ver, he threw himself, about three 
in the morning of May 20, 1796, 
rtark naked, from a garret window 
of a house, where he lodged, in 
Bridges Street, Covent Garden; 
and his head pitching on the kirb- 
stone, his brains were dashed into 
the high road. By his death, an 
aged father and mother were de- 
prived of support. The proprietors 
of the theatre generously appro- 
priated a night's performance for 
jhe benefit of his aiflicted family. 
Mr. Benson was author of, 

1. Bntcdns Glory, M. E. 8vo. 

1794. 

2. Love and Money. M. F. 8vo. 
'1798. 

Bentley, Richard. This gen- 
tleman was the son of the late 
Well-known Dr. Bentley, the great 
critic. He possessed considerable 
literary abilities 5 yet the turn of 
!hiB genius did not seem greatly 
adapted to dramatic writings, by 
the specimen he gave of them in 
a piece which made its appearance 
at Drury Lane Theatre, in the 
summer of 1761. It was entitled^ 

1. The Wishes. Com. N. P. 
It was attempted to be written 

after the manner of the Italian co- 
medy ; but though the author had 
shown great knowledge of the 
world, an accuracy of judgment, 
land in some passages of it a strong 
poignancy of satire, yet on the 
whole it was deficient in that no- 
velty of plot, variety of incident, 
and Vivacity of wit, which are 
essential to the very existence of 
comedy. In short, the author had 
written more like a man of learn- 
ing than genius, more to the clo- 
set than the stage. 

2. PkUodamus. T. 4to.l 767.— 
Sotb these pieces were altered for 
the stage, and acted at Covent Gar- 
den, 1792, but^witfaottt success 
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Mr. Bentley died Oct. 23, 1762. 

A posthumous piece of his was 

performed at Covent Garden a 

few years afterwards j but with 

little success, viz. 

3. The Prophet. C. O. 1788. 

N.P. 

Bentley, John, is author of 
The Royal Penitent. Sac. Dram. 

12mo. 1803. 
Berard, Peter. We find this 

name prefixed to 

The Uncle' s^ Will. F. translated: 

8vo. 1808. 

Berkeley, George Moncx. 

This gentleman, who was bom 

Feb. 8, 1763, at Bray, in the 
county of Berks, was the son of 
the Rev. George Berkeley, LXD. 
prebendary of Canterbury, &c. 
and grandson of Greorge Beri^elef , 
Bishop of Cloyne. At twelve vears 
of age he was sent to £ton scnool, 
and soon after went into the Long 
Chamber, where he frequentlj 
felt the castigating rod of the 
master. Dr. Barnard, who was a ' 
rigid disciplinarian j not because 
he was deficient in abilities, but 
because he loved to associate with 
those who thought it meritorious 
to transgress the commands of their 
superior. When sixteen years Mt 
his father took him away, and be- 
came his tutor himself iot two 
years ; afler which he was sent to 
the university of St. Andrew, in 
Scotland 5 where he contimied 
three years and a half. At nine- 
teen years of age, he "was elected 
a member of the Antiquarian So- 
ciety of Edinburgh. Re after* 
ward became a gentleman-com- 
moner of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, 
and took the degree of LL. B. 
On leaving the university, he was 
admitted a student of the Iimer 
Temple ; and, from his dose ap- 
plication to the study of the law, 
would piobablyj had he livedo 



ft 

k 
a 

D 

R 

i 

IE 



%5 



B £ R 



i E"R 



have become t)ne of the greatest 
ornaments of that profession. He 
Was a man of a very singular 
character ; but possessed many 
amiable qualities. His poems^ 
which prove him to have had a 
strong genius and a brilliant ima- 
gination, were published after his 
death by bis mother, in 4 to. pre- 
ceded by a tedious preface, of 
more than five hundred pages, in 
vhicli she details every trifling 
circumstance, relating to him and 
her family, that she could recollect ; 
and which very few will have pa- 
tience enough to peruse. He was 
the author of, 

1. Nina. Com. 8vo. N. D. 

[1787.] 

2. Jjjve and Nature, a musical 

piece in one act. Performed at the 
Dublin Theatre, in March IJSQ. 
4to. 1797. 

He died Jan. 26, 1793, aged 
2g, after a short illness, 

Bebkley, Sir William, w^s 
bom in or near London, and 
younger brother of John, Lord 
Berkley of Stretton. He was 
elected probationer fellow of Mer- 
ton College, Oxford, in 1625, 
and four years afterward* was ad- 
mitted Master of Arts. In 1630, 
he set out on his travels. After 
bis return, he became gentleman 
of the privy chamber to Charles 
the First > and, in 1646, was sent 
to Vli^inia about public concerns. 
In l6W, on the death of Colonel 
Matthews (in consideration of the 
service he had done there, in de«- 
fending the people from being 
killed by the natives, and destroy- 
ing great numbers of the Indians 
without losing three of his own 
men), he was made governor of 
that place, and continued in the 
office until the year I676. He 
died soon after his return to Eng- 
land, and was buried at Twicken- 



ham, July 13, 1677. He wrote 
one plaj, called. 

The Lost Lady. Tragi-Com. 
Fol. 16-^8. 

And may not improbably have 
been the author of 

Cometia. Play, 1662. N. P. 
Ascribed to a Sir William Bartley. 

Bernard, Richard. As to 
the particulars of this gentleman's 
life, none^ave been handed down 
to us, farther than that he flourish- 
ed in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and that he lived at Epworth, 
in Lincolnshire. In hb literary 
capacity only therefore we can 
speak of him, in which light we 
are to consider him as the first 
person who gave this kingdom an 
entire translation of Terence's Co- 
medies. To the learned it would 
be needless to repeat their names ; 
but for the sake of our fair readers, 
and others who may not be so well 
acquainted with the Latin chissics, 
it may not be improper to inform 
them that they were six in num- 
ber, and their titles as follows : 

1. Adelpki, 

2. Andria. 

3. Eunuchus. 

4. Heautontimorumenos. 

5. Hecyra. 

6. Pkorfkfo. 4to. 1598; l607} 
4th edit, (with many emendations), 
4to. 1614 ; 1629; 1^1* 

Mr. Bernard has not, however, 
contented himself with giving a 
bare translation of these six plays, 
but has also selected separately and 
distinctly, ifa each scene, all the 
most rems^rkable forms of speech, 
theses and moral sentences, after 
the same manner as had been done 
before him in an oM French trans* 
lation of the same author, printed 
at Paris in 1574. These little ex« 
tracts are extremely useful and 
entertaining, and may not only be 
rendered serviceable to boys at 
p % 
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iciiool in the more immediate im« Coek-pit, in Drury Lane, in whicli 

derstandingof theaathor> but are company Mr« Betterton entered 

also of great assistance to those himself ; and thoogh not moeh 

who read him with 'a more classical above twenty years of ms, im- 

view> in the pointing out> and £x* • mediately gave proof of the most 

ing on the memory, some of the capital genius and merits and 

most beautiful passages, or such aSf acquired the highest applause in 

ftom the importance of the senti* The Loyal Sulject, The WiU Goose 

ment, or the pecnliar arrangement Clucej The Spanish Cwraie, and 

of the phraseology, may be the several other plays of Beaumont 

most desirable to remember. and Fletcher, which were then 

Bbinbrs, Lord. See Bour- the pieces most in vogue. 

CHIRR, John. Presently after the Restoration, 

Brttbrton, Thomas* Though two distinct theatres were esta- 

in pursuance of the design of this blished by royal authori^, the one 

work we can insert no names but in Drury Lane, in consequence of 

those of dramatic writers, yet the a patent granted to HemyKilli- 

gentleman who nowr comes under giew, Esq. i which was called the 

our consideration requires cor King's company: the other in 

speaking of him not in that ^ght Lincoln's Inn Fields, who styled 

only, but also as an actor, and that themselves the Duke of York's 

perhaps as the most capital one servants^ the patentee of which 

that tnis or any other country has was the ingenious Sir William 

ever producea. He was bom in Davenant ; which last-mentioned 

tTothiil Street, Westminster, in the gentleman engaged Mr. Betterton, 

year 1635, his father being at that and all who had acted under Mr. 

time under-cook to K. Charles I. Rhodes, into his company, which 

He received the first rudiments of opened in 1662, with a new play 

a genteel education, and showed ti Sir William's, in two parts, 

such a propensity to literatore, that called The Siege of Rhodes, 

it was for sfitae time the intention In this piece as well as in the 

of his family to have brought him subsequent characters which Mr. 

up to one of the liberal pro^ions. Betterton performed, he increased 

But this design the oinfusion and his reputation and esteem with the 

violence of the eniukig tiroes di-> public, and indeed b^ame so much 

verted them from, or probably put in finrour with King Charles 11, 

it out of their polsrer to aocom- that one of hb biographers asserts 

plish. His fondnees for reading, (see Cibber's Lives of the Poeis, 

however, induced him to request vd. iii. p. 157) that by his Ma- 

of his parents that they would bind jesty's especial command he went 

him apprentice to a bookseller > over to Paris, to take a view d[ 

which was readily complied with, the French stage, that he might 

fixing on one Mr. Rhodes* near the better judge what would con* 

Charing Cross, for his roaat)er. tribute to the improvement of our 

This gentleman, who had been own j and even goes so far as to 
wardrobe-keeper to the theatre in say, that he was the first who in- 
Black Friars before the troubles, troduced moving scenes on the 
obtained a license, in 1659, from English stage; the honour of which, 
. the powers then in being, to set however, the other writers hav^ 
up a company of players^ in the given to Sir WUliam himaelC ' 
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the year 1670, he mar* tlons of manjr persons of qaaUl7> 
ooe Mrs. Saunderson, a per- to erect a new playhoose* within 
er on the same stage> who> the walls of the Tennis Courts in 
as an actress and a woman, Lincoln's Inn Fields* 
svery thing that human per- To this step Mr. Betterton was 
m was capable of arriving at, probably induced by two distinct 
with whom he^ through the motives. The first was^ the ill 
e course of his remaining life, treatment he received ihmi the 
ssed every degree of happi- managers^ who> exerting a despo* 
that a perfect union of hearts tic auUiority over their performen, 
lestow. which he thought it his duty to 
hen the Duke*s company re- remonstrate against, began to sprow 
d to Dorset Grardens, he jealous of his power j and there- 
nued with them; and on the fore, with a hope of abating his 
ion of the two companies, in influence^ gave away some of his 
, he still remained among capital parts to young and insuf- 
j Mrs. Betterton maintaining ficient performers. This conduct, 
imefbremost figure among the however, had the direct contrary 
$n, that her husband support- eftct to that which they expected 
mong the male performers. A^m it, bv attaching to Mr. Bet- 
so great was the estimation tertoti all the best pliers (who be- 
ivere both held in, that in the came apprehensiveofmeeting with 
1^5, when a pastoral, called the same treatment themselves), 
!io ; or. The Chaste Ifympk $ axid at the same time exasperating 
iti by Mr. Crown, at the de- the town, which would not submit 
fQueen Catherine, consort to to be dictated to in its diversions, or 
es II. was to be performed at have its most rational amusements 
I by persons of the greatest damped by bungling and imper- 
ction, our English Roscius feet performances^ when it was 
mployed to instruct the gen- apparently in the power of the 
n, and Mrs. Betterton bo- managers to give them in the 
d with the tutorage of the greatest height of perfection. 
; among whom were the two The other motive probablor was 
»sses Mary and Anne, daugh- a pecuniary one, with a view \fK 
f the Duke of York, both of repair, by the more enlarged pro-r 
L afterwards sticceeded to the fits of a mapager, the losa of l^is 
I of these realms. In grate- whole fortune (upwards of two 
nembranceofwluch,thelat- thousand pounds), which he had 
them, when Queen, settled sobered in the year 1^02, by ad- 
sion of 100/. per annum on venturing it in a coo^ner^iat 
d instructress. scheme to the East Indies. 
1695, Mr. Betterton, having Be this howevei; as i^ wlil, the 
ed the inclinations of a select new theatre opened in \GQ5, with 
er of the actors, whom he Mr. Congreve*s Lai^for Love^ the 
ready to join with him, ob- success of whiob was amazingly 
, through the influence of great. Yet in a few years it ap- 
art of Dorset, the royal li- peared that the profits arising from 

for acting in a separate this theatre wece very insignifi- 

ej and was very soon en- cant; and l^r. Betterton growing 

by ibe voluntary subscrip- now into the infirmities oC ^» 

P3 
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and labouring under violent tit- 
tacks of the gout^ he gladly quitted 
at once the fatigues of manage* 
inent and the hurry of the stage. 

The pubiic> however, who re- 
tained a grateRil sense of the plea-: 
sure they had frequently received 
froni this theatrical veteran, and 
sensible of the narrowness of his 
circumstances, resolved to continue 
the marks of their esteem to him, 
by giving him a benefit. On the 
i^th of April 1709, the comedy of 
Love for Love was performed for 
that puipose, in which this gen- 
tleman himself, though then up- 
wards of seventy years of age, 
acted the youthful part of Valen- 
tine; as, in the September follow- 
ing, he did that of Hamlet, of his 
performance of which the author 
of The Tatler has taken parti- 
cular notice. On the former oc- 
casion, those very eminent per- 
formers Mrs. Barry and Mrs. 
Bracegirdle, who had quitted the 
stage some years before, in grati- 
tude to one to whom they had had 
80 many obligations, acted the 
parts of Angelica and Mrs. Frail ; 
iind Mr. Rowe wrote an epilogne 
for that night, A^-bich was spoken 
by Mrs. Barry, who, with Mrs. 
Bracegirdle, supported between 
them this once powerful prop of 
the English stage. 

'The profits of this night are 
said to have aniounted to upwards 
of 500/. the prices having been 
raiset) to the same that the operas 
are at present, arid when the cur- 
tain drew up almost as large an 
audience appearing behind as be- 
fore it. 

The next winter, Mr. Betterton 
was prevailed on by Mr. Owen 
Mac Swiny, then manager of the 
Opera House, in the Hay market (at 
which plays were acted four times 
a week)i to continue performing, 
4 



though but seldom. In conse- 
quence of which, in the ensuitig 
spring, viz. on the 25th of April 
1710, another play was given put 
for this gentleman's benefit, viz. 
The Maid's Tragedy, of Beaumdnt 
and Fletcher, in which he himself 
performed his celebrated part of 
Melantius. This, however, was the 
last time he was to appear on the 
stage. For having been suddenly 
seized with the gout, and being 
impatient at the thoughts of dis-- 
appointing his friends, he made 
use of outward applications to 
reduce the swellings of his feet, 
which enabled him to walk on the 
stage, though obliged to have his 
foot in a slipper. But although he 
acted that day with unusual spirit 
and briskness, and met with uni- 
versal applause, yet h^ paid very 
dear for this tribute he had ren- 
dered to the public 5 for the fo- 
mentations he had made use of, oc- 
casioning a revulsion of the gouty 
humour to the nobler parts, threw 
the distemper up into his head, 
and terminated his life on the 
26th of that month. On the 2d 
of May, his body was interred 
with much ceremony, in the cloy- 
sters of West minster, and great ho- 
nour paid to his mempry, by his 
friend the Tatler, who has related 
in a very pathetic, and at the same 
time the most dignified manner, 
the process of the ceremonial. 

The dramatic pieces be left be- 
hind him are as follow : 

1. The Roman Vir if 171 'y or,'Wz- 
just Judged T. 4lo. J 079. 

2. The Revenge; or, A Match 
in Newgate. C. 4to. 168O. 

3. The Prophetess ; or. The 
History of Dioclesian, Altered. O. 
with a Masque. 4to. I690. 

4. King Henry tlie Fourth^ uiti 
the Humours of Sir John Falstaff. 
T. C. 4to. <700. 
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5. The Amorous Widow, or> 
The Wanton Wife. C. 4to. I70d. 

6. Sequel of Henry the Fourth. 
Svo. N. D. [1719] 

7* The Bondman } or. Love and 
Liberty. T.C. Svo. 1719. 

8. The Woman made a Justice. 
Com. N.P. 

Of these we have not much more 
to say^ than that those which are 
properly his own are not devoid of 
merit, and those which he has. only 
altered have received an advaii- 
tage from his amendment. In 
both, however, be has preserved 
one degree of perfection, which is 
of great consequence to the suc- 
cess of any dramatic piece, viz. an 
exact disposition of the scenes, and 
the preservation of a just length, 
absolute propriety, and natural 
connexions. 

As an actor, he was certainly 
one of the greatest of either his 
own or any other age j but to enter 
into particular details in that re- 
spect would only take up the time 
of our readers unnecessarily, and 
fill up a greater portion of room 
in this work than we have a right 
to allot to any onearticle. We shall 
therefore refer those wlio are de- 
sirous of having him painted out 
in the most lively colours to their 
imagination, to the description 
given of him by his contemporary 
Mr. Colley Gibber, in the Apology 
for his own Life. And as a man, 
it is scarcely possible to say more, 
and it would be injustice to say 
less of him, than that he was as 
unblemi^ed a pattern of private 
and social qualities, as he was a 
perfect noodel of theatrical action 
and dramatic elocution. 

The following description of 
him 18 given by Antony Aston, in 
a pamphlet, called, A Brief Sup^ 
plement to Colley Ciller, Esq. 
his. Lives of the late famous. Actors 
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and Actresses, Svo. " Mr. Bet* 
" terton (although a superlative 
'^ good actor) laboured under an 
" ill figure, being clumsily made; 
'' having a great head, a short 
'* thick neck, stooped in the 
'' shoulders, and had fat short 
'' arms, which he rarely lifted 
*' higher than his stomach. His 
'^ left hand frequently lodged in 
^' his breast, between his coat 
'* and waistcoat, while with his 
*' right he prepared his speech. 
*' His actions were few, but just. 
'' He had little eyes and a broad 
" face, a little pock-fretten, a 
'' corpulent body and thick legs, 
" with large feet. He was better 
*' to meet than to follow ; for his 
" aspect was serious, venerable; 
and majestic ; in his latter timef 
a little paral3rtic. His voice 
was low and grumbling ; yet he 
could tune it by an artful cli- 
'* max, which enforced universal 
*' attention, even from the fopg 
** and orange-girls. He viras in- 
** capable of dancing, even in a 
** country dance ; as was Mrs. 
'^ Barry : but their good qualities 
" were more than equal to their 
" deficiencies." 

Mr. Addison thus speaks of 
Betterton : *' Such an actor as Mr. 
'* Betterton ought to be recorded 
^' with the same respect as Roscius 
^' amongthe Romans. The greatest 
'' orator (Tully) has thought fit 
'* to quote his judgment, and ce- 
" lebrate his life. Roscius was 
^' the example to all that would 
*' form themselves into proper and 
** winning behaviour : his action 
" was so well adapted to the sen- 
'' timents he expressed, that the 
" youth of Rome thought they 
*' wanted only to be virtuous to 
*' be as graceful in their appear- 
*' ance as Roscius. The imagina- 
*^ tion took a lovely impression of 
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9' what was great and good; and 
'* they, who never thought of 
f' setting up for the art of iroita- 
*' tion, became themselves inimi- 
f ' taUe characters. There is no 
^* human invention so nptly cal- 
♦' culated for )the forming a free- 
" born people> as that of a theatre. 
f ' TuUy reports, that the celebrated 
^' Roscias used freaoently to say, 
f' the perfection ot an actor is, 
f ' only to become what he is do- 
f' ing. I have hardly a notion, 
f * that any performer of antiquity 
*' could surpass the action of Mr. 
** Betterton, in any of the occa- 
f ' sions in which he has - appeared 
*' on our stage. The wonderful 
^' agony which he appeared in, 
'^ when he examined the circum- 
f' stance of the handkerchief in 
f' the part of. Othello 3 the mix- 
f ' ture of love that intruded upon 
t'his mind, upon the innocent 
f' answers Desdemona makes, be- 
f ' trayed in his gesture such a va- 
'' riety and vicissitude of passions, 
*J as would admonish a man to be 
f ' afraid of his own heart ; and 
** perfectly convince him, that it is 
<f to stab it, to admit that worst of 
f daggers, jealousy.' Whoever 
f f read^ in his closet this admirable 
^* scene will find, that be cannot 
f ' (except he has as warm an ima* 
*f gination as Shakspeape himself) 
*^ find any but dry, incoherent, 
^* and broken sentences, ^ut a 
f' reader, that has seen Betterton 
" act it, observes, there could not 
^* he a word added j that longer 
** speeches had been unnatural, 
?* nay, impossible, in Othello's 
^* circumstances.** 

It was on the death of Mr. Bet- 
terton that Queen Anne settled on 
his widow the pension we have 
taken ^ptice of above, which how- 
ever sfee did not enjoy long : the 
gri^l jfor ih^ loss of so good a 
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husband, with whom she lived 
forty years in the utmost harmony 
and affection, wrought so strongly 
en her delicate frame, which was 
already enfeebled by old age, and 
a long state of bad health, that it 
very soon deprived her of her rea- 
son, and, at the end of a year and 
a half, of her life also. 

BiCKERSTAFFE, ISAAC. A Ua* 

tive of Ireland, and for some time 
one of the most successful writers 
for the stage. He was probably 
born about the year 1735, having 
been appointed one of the pages 
to Lord Chesterfield, when he 
was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 
in }746* He was once an officer 
of marines, but left the service 
with circunistances which do not 
reflect credit o^ hipn as a man* 
He is said to be still living at 
some place abroad, to which a 
deed without a name has hankhed 
him, and where he exists poor and 
despised by all orders of people. 
He is the author of, 

1. Leucothoe, D. P. "Svo. 1756, 

2. Thomas and Sally ; or, Tki 
Sailor's Return, M. E. 8vo. iT^a 

3. Love in a Village. CO. 8vo. 
17<53. 

4. Judith. Orat. 4ta. \7€4. 

5. The Maid of the MiU. CO. 
8vo. 17^5. 

6. Daphneandjiviviitar, CO. 
Bvo. 17t}5. 

7. The Plain Dealer. C 8va 
1766. 

8. Love in the CUy, C. O. Sva. 

1767. 

Q, Jjionel and Clarissa. C. O. 
Svo. 1768. 

10. The Jhsent Man. F. Svo. 
1708. 

11. The Royal Garland. O. I 
Svo. 17<38. ' 

12. The Padlock. C O. Svo. 
1768. 

13. ThiHypQcrite. C.8vo.l7€^. 
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14. The Ephesian Matron. C.S. 
8vo. 1769, 

15. Dr. Last in his Chaiiot. C. 

8vo. \JQ9' 

\6, The Captive. C. O. 8vo. 

176&. 

17. A Schwl for Fathers, CO. 

8vo. 1770. 

18. T« ^// »/•* no Worse. 
C. 8vo. 1770. 

19.. The Recruiting Serjeant. M. 
E. 8vo. 1770. 

ao. He would if he could i or> 
j4n old Fool worse than any. Btirl. 
flvo. 1771. 

21. The Sultan. F. 1775} 8vo, 

1787. 
To him also has been atcribed> 

22. The SpMled Child. F. Svo. 
1805. 

BtCKNBLLj AlBXANDBR. A 

g^mleman who pablished^ in 179^» 
an entertaining volume, called 
Insimittes of the MutalUihf of I^- 
Ume, selected from ancient and 
modem History ; and also iK^rote 
one dramaj entitiec% 

The PeHriot King. Tn 8vo. 
1788. 

Bjddlb, Edwabp, author of 
a fragment of a play, called, 

Augustus. Trag. 8to. 1717* 

BioLA&Xj Rtv. JoHir, B. A. 
chaplain to His Royal Highness 
the Dnke of Clarence, and master 
of the gremmar-scfaool at Ply- 
moQtb, waif educated at Christ 
Chnrcb, Oxford, and was some- 
time chaplain to Bail Ferrers, 
Besidet several sermons, and mis- 
cellaneous poems, this gentleman 
has put>li^ed one dnmatk pece, 
viz. 

Virginia, Tr. 8vo. 1800. 

Birch, Samuel, Is the son of 
Mr. Liuoas Birch, and was bom 
in London^ November 8, 17^7* 
He received )iis education at the 
iicademy, of Mr. Crawford, at 
Newington, Surry. Whep he re^ 



BIR 

turned home, he was apprenticed 
to his fiither } who, it need scarce- 
ly be added, had for a series of 
years conducted the business of a 
pastr)'-cook, in Comhill, in a 
manner that rendered his esta- 
blishment the first, in that line, 
in the city of London. 

During thia dme it was that the 
subject of this memoir, feeling 
that strong impulse which is ever 
the concomitant of genius, devoted 
all the leisure hours which a se- 
dulous attention to his occupation 
would allow, to the cultivation of 
his mental powers, and the im<< 
provement of literary acquire-^ 
ments; and, as it has since ap- 
peared, with considerable success^ 

In the year 1778, Mr. Birch 
married the daughter of the late 
Dr. John Fordyce ; a union pro- 
ductive of much happiness and a 
nnmerous .£imily ; consisting, as 
we hiive been inmrmed, of thurteen 
cfaildi^en. 

At thit period, it wOl be re- 
memberedj that many societies, 
noon the i^ah of that at the Robin 
Hood, wnich had declined, were 
iastitated in the metropolis ; and 
idthongh some, fiom the want of 
proper regulation, were censured, 
others were highly respectable; 
and as we know that several who 
have greatly distinguished them- 
selves in the senate, and at the bar, 
were either members or visitors, 
we may say trs^/. At one of these 
forums, held in the larg^ rooms 
formerly belonging to the King's 
Arms Tavern, Comhill, Mi'.Birch, 
in the winter of 1778, made Ui 
first essay in public elocution. 
The applause that he m^ with 
encouraged him to fiODtinpe this 
practice, the most oidU of any 
to which a man, whoae aituatioii 
calls lor public exertipiis, canal;-? 
ticli himself, 
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In 1781> he was elected one of version of the human mind, and 

the common-council, and in the such is the influence of times and 

year 17B9 appointed deputy, of seasons, that this proposal was 

the ward of Cornhill } in which then negatived in a manner so de- 

important situation he bad scarcely cisive, that the proposer stood 

taken his seat, before he had oc* alone in the minority ; though 

^sion to exert those abilities to with him, certainly, rests the ho- 

which we have alluded. In his nour of having first brought it 

maiden speech, which breathed forward. 

those genuine effusions of loyalty On the subsequent adoption of 

that have so strongly and so uni* this wise and. salutary measure, 

formly marked his character from the ward of Cornhill, on the sug« 

his entrance into public life, he gestion of Mr. Birch, was the first 

counteracted the machinations, and tOicarry it into effect. At this 

crushed the pretensions, of the time he was a lieutenant. At 

partizans of the Yorkshire dele« their force increased, he becanie 

gates, who, with a modesty con- major ; and, upon the final mill* 

sonant to their character, wished tary establishment, he had the ho- 

to sit in, and appropriate the nour to be appointed to the sitna- 

Guildhall of London to purposes tion of lieutenant-<:olonel com<^ 

inimical to the constitution and ntandant of the first regiment of 

government. Loynl London Volunteers. 

The line of pplitical conduct In May I8O7, Mr. Birch was 
which Mr. Birch pursued had led elected alderman of his ward, in 
him to stand forward as a steady the room of Alderman Hankey. 
and strenuous supporter of Mr* Animated in the cause of lite- 
Pittas administration. Of his zeal- rature, combined with benevo- 
ous attachment to the principles lenc^f the poetical efl^ions of 
of the premier be gave instances Mr. Birch, and his mode of re« 
in the years 1 7^4, 1 786, and L-787 } citing them, have fre<)uently called 
but the most distinguished oif his forth the applause of the memben 
efforts as a public speaker was and visitors at the annual meetings 
directed in opposition to the repeal of The Literary Fujsd ; and 
of the Corporation and Test Acts have, in their more'general efibcti 
in the year 17 89. ^ upon the public, been attended 

When, in consequence of the with considerable advantage to th«t 

French revolution, or rather revo- highly estimable institutioti. 

lutions (for every day teenfed with His other poetical pieces are 

new horrors), this country was chiefly in -private circulation. Of 
menaced with invasion, Mr. Birch, ^ those which have appeared in 

in the Corporation, proposed the print, his Abbey of J:nbresbury, 

measure of arming and training in two parts, published in two 

the jjohabitants as Volunteers 3 succeeding years, is possessed of 

wHich has since been reduced to a great merit, 

system, generally approved and ap- He likewise, very early in life, 

plauded, ai)4 indeed universally published ConsiHa-, or. Thought 

confesse^jpftp have been, under on several Subjects i tending io \m* 

Providenoea the salvation of the prove the morals, and direct the 

country. "Jjpt, such is the per- attention of youth to proper pujc- 
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This work met with great 

^e, and passed very soon 

li two editions. 

I dramatist, Mr. Alderman 

is to be recorded as au- 

'the following pieces : 

'he Mariners, M. E. 1 793, 

'he Packet Boat. M. 1794. 

^he Adopted Cldld, M. D. 

795. 

^he Smugglers, M. D. 8vo. 

*ast Asleep. M. E. 1/97. 

ilbeyt and Adelaide. Horn. 

N.P. 
iEL, Andrew. Of this 
we know no more than that 
ne appears to a play called 
ry ondAlmeria. T. 8vo. 

lop^ Samuel* was of are- 
)le family in Dorsetshire, 
s born in St. John's Street, 
3, Sept. 21, 1731. He was 
»d at Merchant Taylors* 
, to which he was admitted 
), 1743. On the nth of 
750, he was elected to St. 
College, Oxford, and ad- 
a fellow in June 1753. In 
le took the degree of B. A.; 
I 175s that of M. A. In 
ter year he was elected un- 
aster of Merchant Taylors* 
', and in January 1783 suc- 
. to the head mastership, in 
station he continued until 
ath, Nov. 17, 1795. At 
riod of his life he employed 
f in writing a tragedy for 
age, on some subject of 
1 history ; but relinquished 
sign before he had made 
progress in it. He also as- 
Woodward in a piece called 
'aso?is ', and was the author 
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The Fairy Benison. lot. 4ta. 
179^. 

Bladbn, Mahtin. This gen* 
tleman was of Abrey Hatch, in 
the county of Essex, and formerl/ 
an officer in the army, bearing tfaie 
commission of a lieutenant-colonel 
in Queen Anne*s reign, under the 
great Duke of Marlborough, to 
whom he dedicated a translation 
of Caesar* 8 Commentaries, which is. 
to this day a book held in very 
good estimation. In 1714, he was 
made comptroller of the Mint, and, 
in 1717> one of the lords commis-^ 
sioners of trade and plantations* 
In the same year he was appointed 
envoy extraordinary to the court 
of Spain, in the room of — — - 
Brett, Esq. but declined it, choosing 
rather to keep the post he already 
had, which was worth a thousand 
pounds per annum, and which he 
never parted with till his death* 
which was on the 14th of February 
1746, He was in the 5th, 6th, 
and 7th parliaments of Great Bri* 
tain member for Stockbridge, ia 
the 8th for Maiden, and the 9th 
for Portsmouth. Coxeter hints that 
he was secretary of state in Ireland ; 
but in this he seems not absolutely 
certam, making a quer}' in regard 
to the time when, which however 
must, if at all, have been in Queen 
Anne*s reign ; for, from the third 
year of George I. to the time of 
his d&ath, he held his place at the 
board of trade, and, we believe, was 
not out of England. 

He wrote two dramatic pieces, 
both of which (for the one is only 
a masque introduced in the third 
act of the other) were printed in 
4C0. in the year 1705, without the 
author's consent. Their names 
are, 

1 . Orpheus and Enrydkem SL. 

2. Sohn. T. C. 

BcAiiCHj JoHir. This gentle* 
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itiao, who appears to have lived 
near Gloucester^ and is said in the 
title-page of his first performance 
to have been a clothier, was the au- 
thor of thtee very contemptible 
pieces, • none of which were ever 
acted. Thgr are entitled, 

1. The Beau Merchant. Com. 
410.1714. 

2. Swtnrds into Anchors* Com. 
4td. 1725. 

3. Hwtps into Spinmng'tt^heelsi 
T. C. 4to 1725. 

By his own account, in his de« 
d!cation to the second-mentioned 
piece, he must have been bom 
about l6S0i as he then, in 17^» 
declares himself to be seventy-five 
years of age. In the third parlla- 
ihent c^ Great Britain^ which met 
io 1710, John Blanch, Esq. was 
returned as member for the city of 
Glooceiter, but we do not know 
tkit he was the same person. 

Bland, John. Of this author 
we have no further account than 
what appears in the drama here- 
after mentioned. He is there 
styled Gentleman, and then lived 
in Portpool Lane, Gray's Inn Lanci 
where ne profesi^ to instruct any 
gentleman in the art of punctuav 
tion by the accent points in the 
Hebrew code, He Hied, at his 
hottse in Deptford, about Novem- 
ber 1788, having published what 
can hardly be called a dran^atic 
piece, entitled 

The Song of Solomon. A Dra- 
ma, in seven scenes. 8vo. 1 750. 

Bo AD EN, Jambs. This gentle- 
man is £| native of Whitehaven, 
where he was t>ora May 23, 1762. 
His father, Mr. William Boaden, 
was many years in the Russia 
trade. Our author was brought 
to London at an early age, ^nd, 
being intended for the merpmtile 
profession, was placed in the 
coasting-house of the late Alder- 
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man Peithard. Mr. Boaden was 
at one time a very active and able 
contributor to (we rather believe, 
editor of) the morning newspaper 
called The Oracle', in which, we 
think, he was the first persoa 
who, in 1795, attacked the MSS. 
that were attempted to be ob- 
truded on the public as Sbak- 
speare's. His observations on thii 
subject were digested and pub** 
lished in a pamphlet, ji Letter to 
George Steevens, Esq. 8vo. I79& 
His dramatic productions are as 
follow : 

1. Osmyn and Daraxa. .Mas. 
Rom. Songs only, 8vo. 1793. I 

2. Fontainville Forest, P. 8vo. ' 
1794. 

3. Secret TrUun^. P. 8vo. 
1795. 

4. ItaRan Monk, P. 8vo. 1797. 

5. CamlrO'Britons. Hist. P. 
8vo. 1798. 

5. Aurelio and Miranda. Dr. 
8vo. 1799. 

7. The Voice of Nature. P. 8va 
1803. 

8. Maid of Bristol. P. 8vo. 
1803. 

Bon^Ns, CHAatEs. This gen- 
tleman had a commission in the 
foot-guards $ besides which he had 
the honour of being for many yean 
one of the gentlemen ushers to his 
late Majesty. He was a man of 
a ^y turn and lively disposition, 
which he indulged by the com- 
posing one piece for the stage, 
which was far from being totuty 
devoid of merit, and yet did not 
meet with any veiy eatraordinaiy 
success. It was entitled 

The Modish Couple. C. 8vo, 
1732. . 

This play has been since cut 
down into a farce, and was acted in 
the year 17GO, for Mr. Yates's be« 
nefit, by the title, of 

Mmrifti^e i^la-Mode. 
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as not> however, made its 
ince in print under the lat- 
n. 

i8T> MicRABL. AFrencfa- 
7ho, in the title-page of his 
:ion> styles himself a har- 
tt law in Paris, and teacher 
modem languages at the 
17 of Heath, in Yorkshire, 
blished 
Miser of Moliere. 12mo. 

D, William. A gentle- 
ire believe, of the county of 
. He appears to have been' 
X) of very little genius j 

it is probs^ble that his whole 
snce was, at least in the latter 

his life, derived from his 
;8. Among other perform- 
he translated Buchanan's 
' 3 and was jointly concem- 
h Aaron Hill in writing 
(tin Dealer, a series of pa- 
fterwards collected in two 
!S, 8vo. From that muni- 
iriend, he was compliment- 
h his tragedy of Zara^ 

after being offered to the 
nrs of both theatres, and 
i for two years, was obliged 
cted at the Great Room in 
buildings. The profits of 
srformance were intended, 
benefit of Mr. Bond, who 
'represented Lusignauj but 
ed only one night; for, be- 
I weak condition, he faint- 
he stage, was carried home 
;hair, and died nest mom- 
Phis happened in 1735, the 
efore Zara was originally 
led at Drury Lane. 
Bond produced a play writ- 
a gentleman deceased, but 

and altered by himself, 

ruscanTreaiy i or, TwrqmrCs 
ow. T. 8vo. 1733. 
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son of an eminent ilistiUer in Bris* 
tol, and intended for a qoach* 
mtiker; but, impatient of restraint, 
Jbe prematurely burst the bond 
which was intended to hold him in 
a seven yiears course of training 
for that business ; and in the year 
1777 made his first appearance 00 
the stage at Bath» in the character 
of Belcour. His reception was 
highly flattering) and his subse- 
quent performances of Banger^ 
Charles Surfiice, Benedict, and the 
whole ranfl;e of the elegant spright* 
ly cast of eenteel comedy, con« 
nrmed his daims to the partiality 
which he continued to experience 
there, till the year 1783, when he 
became the successor to Mr. Lee« 
Lewes, at Covent Garden theatre. 
His first appearance there. Sept 
19 of that year, was marked my 
the novelty of his writing and 
speaking an occasional Addr^s, to 
introduce himself in the character 
of Captain Brazen ; and two la* 
dies — Miss Scrace, firom Bath, who 
performed Sylvia; and Mrs. Chal- 
mers, from Norwich, who acted 
the part of Bose. Mr. Bonnor 
was well received, and maintained 
in the metropolis the professional 
reputation that be had acquired at 
Bath. Mr. Palmer, the proprietor 
of that theatre, had not overlook- 
ed in Mr. Bonnor the possession of 
talents which qualified him for the 
more important pursuits of life; 
and he availed himself of his as- 
sistance in the earlier arrangements 
and experiments of the Mail-coach 
plan, which eventually terminated 
Mr. Bonnor's theatrical career, bj 
his being appointed deputy comp- 
troller-general of the Post Office. 
The appointment of comptrol- 
ler-general ceased on Mr. Pal- 
mer's removal from the Post Office 
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in the year 1795; when a new to induce Mr. Bonnor sctuaHj to 
arrangement took place^ and Mn engage that superb theatre/ wUch 
Bonnor succeeded^ at his own re- constitutes one of the grand divi« 
quest, to the cocnptrollership of sions of the palace of the Tbuil* 
the inland department, which he lerles. It was at that time seldom 
held two years. The mail-coach used, and reserved chiefly for con* 
plan, and all the corresponding certs and select occasions. Every 
internal arrangements, being then thing being arranged, he was 
completed, the comptroller's office, about to return to London ; when 
"with many others, were abolished ; his departure was retarded some 
and he retired with a handsome days, for the purpose of his being 
provision for life, as a recompense presented by the Count d*Artob 
for his past services. to the Queen, to receive Her Ma- 
in the year 1784 Mr. Bonnor jesty's personal assurances of the 
was selected by Mr. Harris, the protection and countenance which 
proprietor of Coven t Garden the- she meant to bestow upon the un- I 
atre, as the fittest person to ne- dertaking. On the day appointed, 
gotiate and arrange a project, he repaired to Versailles for that 
which has an indisputable claim purpose; where, however, instead 
to a plaoe in the page of theatric of the flattering assurances which 
history. It had been represented he calculated upon receiving, be 
to Mr. Harris, by a friend of his, was abruptly given to understandi 
\irho resided at Paris, and had fre- but in terms of extreme ambigait/i 
quent access to the royal family and unquestionable regret, that 
during their hours of privacy at some unforeseen occasion rendered 
Versailles, that the establishing an the further prosecution of the de* 
English theatre ,at Paris had been sign altogether impracticable at 
the frequent subject of conversa- that period] and, without any pos- 
tion among the higher orders; and, sible ground of conjecture as to 
through the Count d'Artois, had the cause of the sudden chapgei 
obtained the approbation of the the object was necessarily abao« 
Queen. To ascertain these facts, doned. It afterwards turned cot 
and the practicability of such a to be occasioned by the first dis- 
plan, Mr. Bonnor, the appointed covery, at that precise time, of 
ambassador and destined manager the deep root which the com- 
of the scheme, was dispatched to mencement of the Revolution had 
Paris with full powers to nego- even then unsuspectedly taken, 
tiate. which did not break out till five 

Previous to his departure, he years after, 
disclosed the intention toMr.Kem- On his return from this ezcor- 

ble, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Henderson, sion, Mr. Bonnor presented to the 

Miss Young, Miss Farren, and public, at Covent Garden theatre, 
other principal performers of Dru- his translation of a dramatic triflOi 
ry Lane and Covent Garden thea- which he called, 
trcs, who readily engaged to be of 1. The Manager an Actor w 
the party, in case the plan should spite of Himself, Int. 1784. N. P. 
be resolved on. After a residence In a subsequent visit which ho 
of several weeks in Paris, the pre- made to Paris, in the year 1790, he 
liminaries were so far fettled, as collected materials for a Very in- 
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teresting pantomime^ which ap- added to the sprightliness of his 
peared at Covent Garden the sMne parts in general^ strongly recom- 
year, entitled, mended him to the notice of his 

2. The Picture of Paris. 1790. master. Dr. Busby, who having 
N. P. himself, when young, obtained 

Besides an infinite variety of great applause in the performance 
incidents and characters, altogether of a part in The Royal Scave, a play 
new to an English audience, it written by William Cartwright, 
gave faithful representations of the had ever after held theatrical ac- 
grand federation ceremony in the complishments in the highest esti- 
Champ de Mars, on the 14th of -mation. 

July 1790, when Loois the XVIth In consequence of this extraor- 
swore fidelity to the new and dinary talent, when, according to 
fhort-lived constitution. the custom of the school, a Latin 

Booth, Barton. This gen- play was to be performed, Mr. 
tleman, who was an author, and Booth was fixed upon for the act* 
also a very eminent actor, was ing the capital part. The play 
descended from an ancient and happened to be the Andria, and 
honourable family, which origin- the part assigned to him that of 
ally had a settlement in the county Pamphilus, the youngr Bevil of 
palatine of Lancaster. He was the Terence j in which the musical 
third son of John Booth, Esq. who sweetness of his voice, his elegance 
was nearly related to the Earl of of deportment, and gracefulness of 
Warrington, and who, though his action, drew the universal applaus© 
fortune was not very considerable, of all the spectators 5 and he has 
was extremely attentive to the edu- himself confessed, that this circum- 
cation of his children. In con- stance was what first fired his 
sequence of this parental care, he young breast with theatrical am- 
put the subject of our present ob- bition. His father intended him 
servations^ as soon as he arrived at for the pulpit ; but his mind and 
the age of nine years, to West- inclinations were now so fixed on 
minster School, where he was first the stage, that, when he had ar- 
nnder the tuition of the famous rived at the age of seventeen, and 
Dr. Busby, and afterwards under the time approached when he must 
that of his successor, the no less fa- have been taken from school in 
moos Dr. Knipe. Here he showed order to be sent to the university, 
a strong passion for learning in ge- he determined to run any risque 
neral, and more particularly for an rather than enter on a course of 
acquaintance with the Latin poets, life so unsuitable to the natural 
the finest passages in whose works vivacity of his disposition; and, 
he used with great pains to im- therefore, becoming acquainted 
print in his memory j and had be- with Mr. Ashbury, manager of 
ddes such a peculiar propriety and the Dublin theatre, who was then 
judicious emphasis in the repeti- in London ^ probably on the re- 
tion of them, assisted by so fine a cruiting scheme, and was very 
'^tond of voice, and adorned with glad to receive a youth of such 
'4roch a natural gracefulness of ac- promising expectations and grow- 
tion, as drew on him the admira- ing genius, he immediately quitted 
'iioo of the whole school^ and, all other views, engaged himself 
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to Mr. AfthbQT7> stole awqr from at the latoe time the Tories, who 

schod> and went over to Ireland had too much tense to appear to 

with that gentleman in June conrider it as a reflection on their 

l0g8. adminiitratioo, were still more ve- 

His first appearance on the sta^ hement in their approbation of ir, 
was in the part of Orooooko, m which they carried to such an 
which he came off with every testi- height, as even to make a coUec- 
monial of approbation from the tion of fifty guineas in the boxes 
audience. From this time he coo- during the time of the perform- 
tinued daily improving, and, afler auce, and present them to Mr. 
two successful campaigns in that Booth, with this compliment. That 
kingdom, conceived thoughts of it was a slight acknowledgment 
returning to his native country, for his honest opposition io a perpe- 
and making a trial of his abilities tual(iictator,and his dying so bravely 
on the English stage. To this end in the cause of liberty ; besides 
he first by letters reconciled him- which he had another present of 
self to his friends ; and then, as a an equal sum from the managers, in 
further step towards insuring his consideration of the great success 
success, obtained a recommenda- of the play, which they attributed 
tion from Lord Fitzharding (one in good measure to his extraordi- 
of the Lords of the Bedchamber to nary merit in the performance. 
Prince George of Denmark) to But these were not the only ad- 
Mr. Bettcrton, who, with great vantages which were to accrue to 
candour and goodnature, took him Mr. Booth firom his success in this 
under his care, and gave him all part -, for Lord Bolingbroke, then 
the assistance in his power. one of the principal Secretaries of 

The first part Mr. Booth ap- State, in a little time after pro- 

peared in at London, which was cured a special license from Queen 

in 1701, was that of Maximus, in Anne, recalling all the former 

Lord Rochester's Valentinian, his ones, and nominating Mr. Booth 

reception in which exceeded even . as joint manager with Wilks, Cib« 

his most sanguine expectations ; bef, and Dogget -, none of whom 

and very soon after his performance were pleased at it ; but the last, 

of Artaban, in Rowe s Ambitious more especially, took such disgust, 

Stepmother, which was a new tra- as to withdraw himself from any 

gedy, established his reputation as further share in the management, 

second at least to hisgreat instruc- In 1704, Mr. Booth had mar-* 

tor. Pyrrhus, in The Distressed ried a daughter of Sir William 

Mother, was another part in which Barkham, of Norfolk, Bart, who 

he shone without a rival. But he died, in 1710, without issue. Af- 

was indebted to a happy coinci« ttt her death, he engaged in an 

dence of merit aqd chance for that amour with Mrs. MounSbrd> who 

height of fame which he atiength readily put her whole fortune^ 

attained, in the character of Cato, which was considerable, being net 

as drawn by Mr. Addison, in 1712. less than 8000^ into his halida. 

For this play being considered as This, however, he very honparaUy 

a party one, the Whigs, in favour returned to her> when, osx Uie dxs- 

of whose principles it was appa- covery of her intimacy with an- 

rently written, thought it their other gentleman^ he thought pro* 

4uty strongly to support it 3 while per to break off his connoxioB . 
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jr. She had, however, great 
to repent of her infidelity to 
"or her new lover not only 
cled and made away with all 
•ney, but even treated her 
r respects extremely ill, and 
lilty of meannesses greatly 
stent with the title of a 
lan. 

g now established in the 
rment, he once more turned 
aghts towards matrimony, 
the year lyiQ, united him- 
the celebrated Miss Hester 
r, a woman of a most ami- 
position, whose great merit 
ictress, added to the most 
ial economy, had enabled 
iccumulate a considerable 

which was by no means 
•table to Mr. Booth, who, 
a man that had -the strict- 
rd to justice and punctua- 
is dealings with every one, 
i not much inclined to the 
>f money. 

this valuable companipit, 
nued in the most perfect 
domestic happiness till the 
b7, when he was attacked 
Dlent fever, which lasted 
days, without inter- 
; and although, through 
and skill of those great 
IS, Dr. Freind and Dr. 
31, by whom he was at- 
he got the better of the 
disorder, yet from that 

the day of his death, 
''as not till six years after, 
h was never perfectly re- 
^d. Nor did he ever, 
lat interval, appear on the 
Lcepting in the run of a 
ed The Double Falsehood, 
on the theatre by Mr. 
I, in 1729, and asserted, 
istly, to be written by 
ire. In this piece, he was 
. ' on to accept a part ou 
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the fiAh night of its performancei 
which he continued to act till the 
twelfth, which was the last time of 
his theatrical appearance, although 
he did not die till the 10th of May 
1733, when, having been attacked 
by a complication of disorders, he 
paid the last debt to nature, leav- 
ing behind him no issue, but only 
a disconsolate widow, who imme- 
diately quitted the stage, devoting 
herself entirely (o a private life, 
and who survived him till the lath 
of January 1773. A copy of his 
will may be seen in The London 
Magazine for 1733, p. 126, in 
which he strongly testifies his 
esteeni for this amiable woman^ 
and assigns his reasons for be- 
queathing her the whole of his 
fortune, which he acknowledges 
not to be more than two thirds of 
what he received from her on the 
day of marriage. 

His character as a writer has 
not been established by any works 
of great importance j yet he was 
undoubtedly a man of considerable 
erudition, of good classical know- 
ledge j and though what he has 
written are trivial in point of bulk 
and extent, yet they are far from 
being so in. point of merit. He 
has left behind him only one dra- 
matic piece, which, though suc- 
cessful, was his only attempt in 
that way. It is entitled. 

The Death of 'Dido. Masque. 

Svo. 17 la. 

With respect to his abilities as 
an actor, there is surely no great 
occasi()n to expatiate on them, as 
they have never yet been called in 
question 5 the applause of the pub- 
lic bore witness to them in his life- 
time ; the coma-nendations of his 
contemporaries have handed then! 
down to posterity. His excullenc^ 
lay wholly in tragedy, not being 
able to endure such parts a^ K«.<i 
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not strong passion to inspire him* miles in three hours at fartheiti 
And even in this walk, dignity ra- and brought hira back again next 
ther than complacency, rage rather night, time enough for the bosi- 
than tenderness, seemed to be his ness of the theatre, 
taste. For a more particular idea of Booth, Mrs. an actress of 
him, however, we shall recommend Covent Garden Theatre, is said to 
to our readers the xlescription Mr. have been the alterer of the fol- 
Gibber has given of him in his lowing: 

Apology, and the admirable cha- The Little French Lauy&. C. 
racter drawn of him by that excel- 1778. N. P. 
lent judge in dramatic perfection, Boothby, Frances. Thisgen- 
Aaron Hill Esq. in a paper pub- tlewoman lived in the reign of 
lished by him, called The Prompter, King Charles II. and was related 
which, though too long for our in- to Lady Yate, . of Harvingtoo, in 
serfing in this place, may be seen Worcestershire, as it appears from 
at length in Theoph. Gibber's Lives some passages in the dedication of 
of the Poets 5 and in Ghetwood's a dramatic piece, which she h» 
History of the Stage, His character addressed to that lady, and wbick 
as a man was adorned with many was performed with some suoceis 
amiable qualities, among which a at the Theatre Royal. The title' 
perfect goodness of heart, the basis of it is, 
of every virtue, was remarkably Marcelia, T. G. 4to. iC?^- 
conspicuous. He was a gay, lively, Boothby, Sir Brookjs, Bart. 
cheerful companion, yet humble of Ashbourne Hall, Derbyshire^ 
and diffident of his own labilities, and Groperdy, near Banbury^ Ox* 
by which means he acquired the fordshire, is author of 
love and esteem of every one 5 and Britannicus, T. 8vo. 1803. 
so particularly was he distinguished The name and family of Booths 
and caressed, and his company by is as ancient, in this nation, ai 
sought by the great, that, as Ghet- the reign of Egbert. The present 
wood relates of him, although he Baronet succeeded to the title b^ 
kept no equipage of his own, not the death of his father. Sir Brooke, 
one nobleman in the kingdom had in 1789. He married a Mi« 
so many sets of horses at command Bristowe, of Wiltshire j by whom 
as he had. For at the time that he had a daughter, Penelope, bom 
the patentees, jealous of his merit, April 11, 1785 5 and whose death, 
and apprehensive of his influence March 13, 1791> he memorizedi 
with the ministry, in order to pre- in twenty-four sonnets, and two 
vent his application to his friends elegies, called Sorrows: sacred-id 
at court, which was then kept at the Memory of Penelope, Folio. 
Windsor, took care to give him 179^. 

constant employment in London, Boulton, Thomas. This gen* 
by giving out every uight such tleman was probably of Liverpool^ 
plays as he had principal parts in ; where his dramatic piece was pub- 
yet even this policy could not avail lished. It is called 
them, as there was punctually The Sailor* s Farewell; or, Th 
every night the chariot and six of Guinea Outfit. G. 12mo. 17^« 
some noblemnn or other waiting Bourchier, John, Lord Bbb* 
for him at the conclusion of . the ners, grandson and heir of a Lord 
pl-.)'^u})l<.hci!rried hira the twenty of the same name, who was de- 
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scended from Thomdt of Wood- real or fictitious name, tt standi^ 

8tock> Duke of Gloucester^ and however^ before two pla^^s^ vis. 

had been knight of the garter^ 1. The Squire burlesqued; or, 

and constable of Windsor Castle, The Sharpers out-wilted, C. 8vo. 

under Edward the Fourth, and was 1 7^5 . 

first known by quelling an insur- 2. The Disappointed Coxcombs 
rection in Cornwall and Devon- C. 8vo. 17^5. 
diire, under the conduct of Michael Boukne, Revbek. This gen- 
Joseph, a blacksmith, in 1495, tleman was of the Middle Temple, 
which recommended him to the and has left behind him one play, 
favour of Henry the Seventh. He entitled, 

was captain of the piurveers at the The Contented Cuckold, C 4to. 

siege of Therouenne, under Henry l6g2. 

the Eighth, by whom he was Bowes, Mary Elbanor,Coun- 
made Chancellor of the Exchequer tess of Strathmorb, was daugh- 
ibr life, lieutenant of Calais and ter and sole heiress of George 
the Marches, appointed to con- Bowes, Esq. of Gibside, in the 
duct the Lady Mary, the King's county of Durham, and married, 
sister, into France, on her marriage Feb. 14, 17^7 > John, ninth Earl 
with Lewis the Twelfth, and with of Strathmore, who took the name 
wboro (Henry the Eighth) he had of Bowes, pursuatit to an act of 
tlxr rare felicity of continuing in Parliament, in the same year, and 
^vour eighteen years. He died had issue five children, three sons 
in 1532, leaving his gown of and two daughters. The Earl 
damask-tawny furred with jennets dying in 177^, she married, Jan. 
to hi s natural son Humphrey Bour- l6, 1777 > Andrew Robinson 
cfaier; and certain legacies to Stoney, Esq. who also took the 
two other illegitimate sons, having name of Bowes, and had issue a 
had only two daughters by his daughter, born Nov. 1777> and a 
vr\§e Catharine, daughter of John son, born March 8, 1782. After a 
Duke of Norfolk 3 from one of long series of domestic unhappi- 
which ladies was descended the ness, a separation took place : soon 
late Lady Baroness Berners, whose after which he atteHnpted to cany 
right to that title-, which had long her off from her lodgings, in Ox- 
kin in obscurky, was clearly raac^ ford Street, Nov. 10, 1786-; but 
not and recovered by the late she regained her liberty ; a curious 
FeterLe Neve, Esq. Norroy. The narrative of which may be seen in 
title of Berners, however, became The Gentleman's Magazine, Ivi. 
extinct in 1773. 1079' Mr. Bowes was appre- 
Lord Berners, by the command bended, and a suit commenced 
of King Henry, translated '^ Frois- against him; and March 3, 17^9, 
•* sarfs Ckfronicle,** which was Lady S. was restored to her pro-* 
prinUedin 1523,byRiehardPinson perty, and divorced from the un« 
He wrote and translated many fortanate connexion. Mr. Bowes, 
ether works, and among the rest being unable to pay the costs in- 
was the author of one play, esiUed carrcd by the suit in the Spiritual 
Jtein Fmeam, Q, N. F. Court, was ordered, in 1790, to 
He died at Calais, aged 6^. remain in the King's Bench till 
Bouit<3Bois, Barthoi;om£w. they were paid, and there he con- 
We know not whtfthep thie 16 a tinuedt4Ubiide«U)> Jan. 16, idIO* 

b2 



5t 



B 6 Y 



BOY 



Lady S. died at Christchurch, 
Hants^ April 28, 1800> and her 
cx>rpse was interred in Westminster 
Abbey, in a superb bridal dress. 
Her Ladyship claims a place in 
this work on account of the follow- 
ing dramatic piece : 

The Siege of Jerusalem. T. 8vo. 

1774. 

BoYCB, Samuel. This author 
was' originally an engraver, and 
afterwards had a place in the 
South Sea House. He died 2l8t 
March 1775 3 having published se- 
veral poems ; and one drama, en- 
titled. 

The Rover-, or. Happiness at 
last. D. P. 4to. 1752. 

BoYCE, Thomas, M. A. This 
gentleman, rector of Worlingham, 
in Suffolk, and chaplain to the 
Earl of Suffolk, is the author of 
one play, called 

Harold. Trag. 4to. 1786. 

Boyd, Elisabeth. Who this 
lady was we know not, but find 
her to have been a devotee to the 
Muses, from a dramatic piece pub- 
lished under her name, entitled, 

Don Sancho} or. The Student's 
Whim. B. O. 
to which is added 

Minerva's Triumph. M. 8vo. 

J 739. 
BoYP, Henry, A. M. This 

gentleman, who is a native of 
Ireland, vicar of Drum^th, and 
chaplain to the Lord Viscount 
Charleville, has published a trans- 
lation of the Inferno of Dante $ 
and also The Penance of Hugo: a 
Virion ; in the manner of Dante 3 
in four cantos. Written on the 
occasion of the death of Nicola 
Hugo de Basserville, envoy from 
the French republic at Rome, 14th 
January 1793* Translated from 
the original Italian of Viucenzio 
Monti, into English verse. With 
two additional cantoi, and an iioi* 



tation of Gray*8 Descent of Odh). 
Mr. Boyd is also author of the 
following dramas : 

1. The Helots. Tr. 8vo. 1793- 

2. The Temple of Vesta. Dr. 
Poem. 8vo. 1793. 

3. The Rivals. S^c. Dr. Svo. 

1793. 
- 4. The Royal Message. Dr. P. 

8vo. 1793. Dublin, printed in one 
volume. 

BoYER, Abiel, was bom the 
13th of June 1667, at the city of 
Castres, in the Upper Languedoc 
He was descended from a good &• 
mily> his great-grandfather and 
grandfather were masters of the 
riding-school at Nismes; his Ei- 
ther was president of the supreme 
court at Castres ; and his mother 
was Catherine, the daughter of 
Monsieur Campdomeritis, a very 
famous physician. 

Mr. Boyer got his &^t rudiments 
of learning from his uncle Camp- 
domerius, his mother's brother, a 
noted divine and preacher among 
the Hugonots, and then went to. 
the Protestant school at Podio- 
lauris, where he gave proofs of his 
diligence and desire of learning, as 
also of a good genius; but he par- 
ticularly made such quick progress 
in the Latin and Greek, as easily 
to outstrip all his school-fellows. 

In the year 1685, when the per- 
secution prevailed against the Pro- 
testants in France, he followed his 
uncle Campdomerius, by sea, to 
Holland ; where, pressed by want, 
he first entered the military service 
in the year 1 687 ; but soon, by the 
advice of his relations, returned 
to his studies, and went to the uni- 
versity of Franaquer, in Friesland, 
where he had tlie advantage of the 
most famous professors^ viz. Van 
Roeb, in philosophy 5 .Vander 
Wagen, in divinity ; Perizonius, 
in philology and history i afid 
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Rheafields, in Hebrew : here he and dedicated to the I)uke of 

employed his time wholly in study, Gloucester, at three "years old, 

and noade considerable improve- though more to the author's ho* 

ment in geometry, and in other nour than profit. Having spent 

parts of the mathematics. the prime of his life in the Bathurst 

When King James the Second family, he missed of his expected 

abdicated his crown. King Wil- advancement, occasioned, as he 

liam and Queen Mary were ad- thought, principally by his siding 

vanced to the throne, viz. in the with a different party in the di- 

year l68g ; at which time the visions which reigned at that time 

French Protestants were fed with in the nation 5 Mr. Boyer, with 

hopes of returning again to their ail the rest of his countrymen who 

own country upon good terms : had fled hither for religion, being 

upon which hopes, and also hav- more zealous for the Whig cause, 

ing a mind to see England before than perhaps might be thought to 

he returned home, he came over become exiles at that time. 
hither : but his design of return- After these misfortunes (that he 

ing to France being disappointed, might free himself from the into- 

he fell into great poverty; where- lerable yoke of teaching school) 

upon, to gain an honest liveli- he applied himself strenuously to 

hood, he first of all wrote out and master the Bnglish tongue; and to 

prepared for the press with much that purpose day and night perused 

labour, and at a small price, Cam" the best books in that language, 

den's Letters to and from his Friends, out of which he collected what- 

from the Cotton manuscripts, for ever was new and woithy of ob- 

the use of Dr. Thomas Smith, servation. 

who afterwards published them. He died on Sunday the l(5th of 

and Camden*8 Life with them. November 1729, in a house he 

In the year 1692, he became had built himself, in Five Fields, 

French and Latin tutor to Allen Chelsea; and was buried the igtb 

Bathurst, Esq. eldest son of Sir of the same nionth, in Chelsea 

Benjamin Bathurst ;this he under- churchyard. He left behind him 

took the more willingly, because a widow, and a daughter about 

his pupil's father being a man of three years old. 
figure, and much in favour with He was for many years concerned 

the Princess Anne of Denmark in, and had the principal manage- 

(afterwards Ciueen of Great Bri- ment of a newspaper, called the 

tain) , he Uad hopes of obtaining Post Boy. He likewise published 

some preferment at court. 9 monthly work, entitled. The 

With this view, and that he Political State of Great Britain. 

might have rherit with the father. He wrote a lAfe of Queen Anne, in 

he spared no pains to accomplish folio, which is estesmed a very 

the young gentleman, who was of good chronicle of that period of 

an excellent and promising genius ; the English- hi story. But what has 

and therefore, for his pupiPs use, rendered him the most known and 

Mr. Boyer composed two com-' established his name, are, the very 

pendious grammars, one I^atin, complete Dictionary and Grammar 

the other French j the former of of the French language which he 

which is still in manuscript un- compiled, and which have been, 

published; the latter was printed, and still are, esteemed th« v^t^^ 
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b^st of djeir kind. Yet all these 
works woald not authorize our 
giving him a place here, had he 
not enli^ed himself under the 
standard of the buskin, by writ- 
ing, or rather translating from the 
French of M. de Racine, the tra- 
gedy of Jphigenia, which he pub- 
lished under the title of, 

Achilles ; or, Iphigmia in Aulis, 
T. 4to. 1 700. 

It was performed without any 
success^ but is far from being a bad 
play. Nor can there perhaps be 
a stronger instance of the abilities 
of its author^ than success in such 
an attempt -, since writing with any 
degree of correctness or elegance^ 
even in prose> in a language which 
we were not born to the speaking 
of, is -an excellence not vtry fre- 
quently attained ; but ,to proceed 
so far in the perfection of it, as to 
be even sutterable in poetry, and 
more especially in that of the 
drama^ in which the diction and 
manner of expression require a pe- 
culiar dignity and force, and in a 
language so difBcult to attain the 
perfect command of as the English, 
is what has been scarcely ever ac- 
complished, except in the itistance 
of the gentleman of whom we are 
now speaking, and a ,very few. 
others. Indeed, with regard to 
the piece itself, it is but justice to 
acknowledge, that notwithstanding 
the restraint which all translation 
naturally undergoes, and the other 
disadvantages which attended on 
its author, the language, though 
not perhaps so sublime or poetical, 
BO polished into poetry, as that- of 
some of our native writers, yet 
possessed so great a share of cor- 
rectness, and is so entirely free 
from any gallicisms, or even the 
least vestige of the foreigner in it, 
that it is even in that respect 
guperiof to man^ of Dur modei% 
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tragedies (especially those written 
about the time in which that z^ 
peared), and such as do native 
Englishman at a first attempt need 
be {ishamed to confess himself tbt 
author of. It is, however, remark- 
able, that notwithstanding the great 
difiiculty that most foreigners find 
in the acquiring our language; 
this is not the only instance of their 
having attained it in great per- 
fection i since we meet with ano- 
ther gentleman, a countryman of 
our author, who not only at- 
tempted, but even repeatedly sue* 
ceeded in dramatic writing in it.. 
This gentleman was Mr. Motteux^ 
of whom we shall make' a fbUer 
mention hereafter. And this seems 
a kind of tacit proof, not only of 
the native beau^ of the language 
in itself, and its aptness for the 
purposes of the drama, which 
could tempt even foreigners to es- 
say its. powers, but also that it is 
not of so difficult a construction, 
nor of so wild and ungovernable a 
nature, so hard to reduce within 
the limits of grammatical rules, as 
it has been contended to be. 

Boyle, William, we find 
mentioned as author of 

Jugurtha. P. 15 29. N. P. 

Boyle, Roger, Earl of Gi- 
ber y, was the younger brother 
of Richard, Earl of Burlington and 
Cork> and fifth son of Richard, 
styled the G^-eat Earl of Cork. 
He was born Apiil 25, 1()21, and 
was raised to the dignity of Baron 
Broghill, in Ireland, wjien only 
seven years old. His education 
was in the college of {kiblin ; 
where he applied himself with such 
diligence to his books, and so 
happily digested what he gathered 
from thera, that he was very doon 
distinguished as an early and pro- 
mising genius. In 16364 his Ei- 
ther sent him to make the tour c^. 
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- Fnnce and Italy, in company with Biographia BrUannica, under the 
Lord Kynalmeaky, his elder bro- article Boylb ; to which we refer, 
ther. After his return from his being too circumstantial for so brief 
travels, . this gallant young noble- a compilation as the present. By 
man found all things in great con- his own interest he now raised a 
fusion in England, and a war pn gallant troop of horse, consisting 
the point of breaking out with chiefly of genUemen attached to 
Scotland; in which he was invited him by personal friendships which 
to serve, with marks of peculiar corps was soon increased to a 
distinction; but his thoughts were complete regiment of 1500 men. 
turned another way. As the old These he led into the field against 
Earl of Cork loved to settle his the Irish rebels ; and was speedily 
children very early in the world, joined by Cromwell, who placed 
a marriage was at this time pro- the highest confidence in his new 
posed for Lord Broghill, with the ally; and found him of the great;est 
Lady Margaret Howard, daughter consequence to the interest of the 
to the Earl of Suffolk, and it was commonwealth. Among other 
quickly concluded : immediately considerable exploits performed by 
after which his Lordships with his Lord Broghill, his victory at Mac- 
new-married Lady, set out for Ire- croom deserves to be particularly 
land, where they landed Oct. 23, mentioned ; where, with 2000 
l641, the very day on which the horse and dragoons, he briskly 
Febellion broke out in that kingdom, attacked above 5000 of the rebels. 
The family of Lord Cork were and totally defeated them. He 
instantly obliged to take arms, in afterwards relieved Cromwell him- 
order to their own security, as well self, at Clonmell, where that great 
as that of the public ; and the commander happened to be so 
post assigned to Lord Broghill was dangerously situated, that he con- 
the defiance of his fathers castle of fessed nothing but the seasonable 
Lismore ; in which he behaved relief afforded him by Lord Brog- 
with all the spirit of a young of- hill could have saved him from 
ficer, and all the discf^tion of an destruction. He likewise worsted 
old one. He afterwards distin- Lord Muskerr}', who came against 
guished himself on many signal him with an army raised by the 
occasions ; in the course of which Pope*s nuncio, and which con- 
he equally manifested his abilities sisted of three times the number of 
for the field and the cabinet. At Lord Brogh ill's forces, besides the 
the death of Charles I. however, ad vantage of being well officered by 
he was induced to quit both his veteran corpmanders from Spain.* 
estate and his country, as ruined When Cromwell became Pro- 
past ail hopes. For some time he rector, he sent for Lord Broghill, 
reaiained Inclose retirement ; but merely to take his advice, occa- 
at length Cromwell, to whom the sionally. And we are told, that 
merit of Lord Broghill was well not long after his coming to £ng- 
koowD, found means to gain him land, he formed a project for en- 
over to that party, Which he had gaging Cromwell to restore the old 
hitherto so rijgorously opposed ; constitution. The basis of the 
but they were such means as re- scheme was to be a match be- 
fiect no dishonour on his memory, tween the King (Charles IL) and 
The story is told at length in the the Protector's daughter. As hi^ 
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Lordship maintained a secret cor- 
respondence with the exiled mo- 
narch and his friends, it is imagin- 
ed he was, beforehand, pretty 
$ure that Charles was not averse to 
the schetne, or he would not have 
ventured to propose it seriously to 
Cromwell : who, at first, seemed 
to think it not unfeasible. He 
soon changed his mind, however, 
and told Broghill, that he thought 
the project impracticable 5 for, 
said he, " Charles can never tbr- 
'^ give me the death of his father." 
In fine, this business came to no- 
thing, although his Lordship had 
engaged Cromwell's wife and 
daughter in the scheme 3 but he 
never durst let the Protector know 
that he had previously treated with 
Charles about it. 

On the. death of the Protector, 
Lord Broghill continued firmly at- 
tached to his. son Richard, till he 
saw that the honesty and good- 
nature of that worthy man would 
infallibly render him a prey to his 
many enemies :.he did not think it 
advisable to sink with a man he 
could not save. The dark clouds 
of anarchy seemed now to be 
hovering over the British island : 
Lord Broghill saw the storm ga- 
thering, and he deemed it prudent 
to retire to his command in Ire- 
land, where he shortly after had 
the satisfaction of seeing things 
take a turn extremely favourable 
to the design he had long been a 
well-wisher to — that of the King's 
restoration. In this great event, 
liOrd Broghill was not a little in- 
strumental ; and, in consideration 
of his eminent services in this re- 
spect, Charles created him Earl of 
Orrery, by letters patent, bearing 
date Sept. 5, 166O. He was soon 
after made one of the lorxis justices 
of Ireland; and his conduct, while 
^ the be^d of affairs in that king- 
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dom, was such, as greatly added 
to the general esteem in which his 
character was before held. 

His Lordship's active and free 
course of life, at length, brought 
upon him some diseases and in- 
firmities, which gave him pain and 
uneasiness ; and a fever, which fell 
into his feet, joined to the gout, 
with which be was often afflicted, 
abated much of that vigour which 
he had shown in the early part of 
his life ; but his industry and ap- 
plication were still the same, and 
bent to the same purposes ,• as ap** 
pears from his Letters, which 
show at once a capacity and an 
attention to business which do ho- 
nour to that age, and may serve as 
an example to this. 

Notwithstanding his infirmities, 
on the King's desiring to see his 
Lordship in England, he went over 
in 1(565. He found the court in 
some disorder; his Majesty was 
on the point of removing the 
Earl of Clarendon, lord high 
chancellor} and there was also a 
great misunderstanding between 
the royal brothers. Lord Orrery 
undertook to reconcile the King 
with the Duke of York ; which 
he effected, by prevailing on the 
latter to ask his Majesty's pardon 
for some steps he had taken in 
support of the chancellor.. 

On his return to Ireland, he 
f})und himself called to a new scene 
of action. Tlic Dutch war was 
then in its height; and ihe French, 
in confederacy with the Hollan- 
ders, vt'ere endeavouring, to stir up 
the ashes of rebellion in Ireland. 
The Duke de Beaufort, admiral of 
France, had formed a scheme for 
a descent upon that island ; but 
this was rendered abortive by the 
extraordinary diligence, military 
skill, and prudent measures q( 
Lord Orrery. 



57 



BOY 

\tj in the midst of all his la- 
iy a dispute arose^ founded on 
tual jealousy of each other's 
ness, betwixt him and his old 
1 the Duke of Ormond, then 

Lieutenant 3 the bad effects 
■lich were soon felt by both 
lisputants; who resorted to 
and, to defend their respeo- 

interests and pretensions ; 

having been attacked by se- 
inemies, who suggested many 
s to their prejudice. This 
el, though of a private be- 
Dg, became at last of a pub* 
iture 5 and, producing first an 
ipt to frame an impeachment 
St the Duke of Ormond, oc- 
led in the end, by way of re- 
;, an actual impeachment of 
iarl of Orrery. He defended 
elf so well, however, against 
rge of high crimes, and even 
iason itself, that the prosecu- 
:ame to nothing. He never- 
5s lost his public employ- 
s, but not the King*s favour 5 
ill came frequently to court, 
ometimes to council. After 
revolution in his affairs, he 
; several voyages to and from 
id } was often consulted by his 
sty on matters of tlje utmost 
iquence; and, on all occa*- 
, gave his -opinion and advice 

the freedom of an honest 
-dealing man, and a sincere 
i; which the King always 
i him, and respected him ac-r 
ngly. 

1678, being attacked more 
ly than ever by his old enemy 
out, he made his last voyage 
igland, for advice in the me- 
way. But his disorder was 
id the power of medicine ^ 
laving, in his last illness, given 
itrongest proofs of Christian 
Qce, manly courage, and ra- 
l fortitude, he breathed his 
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last on the l6xh of October 167% 
in the sgth year of his age. 

As to the literary character of 
this amiable and worthy nobleman, 
it may be given in few words. 
His wit was manly, pr^nant« and 
solid ; the early blossoms of it were 
fair, but not fairer than the fruit. 
He wrote several political tracts 
and some ingenious poems 3 bat 
the pieces which particularly en<> 
title him to a place in this coliec* 
tion are the following plays^ vis. 

1. MustapJuL. T. fo. 1668. 

2. Henry the Fifth. T. fo. 1672. 

3. The Black Prince. T. fo. 
1669. 

4. Tryphon. T. fo. 1669. 

5. Mr, Anthony. Cora, 4ta 
l6go. 

6. Guzman. C. fo. 1^3. 

7. Herod. T. fo. l6g4. 

8. Mtemira. T. 1702. 

All these (except Mr. Anthtmy) 
were collected and published ii^ 
2 vols. 8vo. 1739, with the au- 
thor's portrait prefixed. These 
volumes also include his grandson*s 
comedy «f As you find It, men* 
tioned under the next article, 

BoYLB, CHARI4ES, Eaki*. ov 
Orrery. This nobleman was 
second son of Roger, the second 
Earl of Orrery, by Lady Mary 
Sackville, daughter of the Earl of 
Dorset. He was born in August 
\Q7Qi at Chelsea, and at the age 
of fifteen, 1690, was entered as a 
nobleman of Christ Church, ia 
Oxford, under the tuition of Dr. 
Atterbury and Dr. Freind. His 
application to study was vigorous 
and constant, and his passion for 
letters so steady and unremitting, 
that his friends were apprehensive 
his health would be injured by too 
close an attention to his literary 
pursuits. The first work that he 
printed was the Life of Lysander^ 
translated /rgn* P\vit%tclx^ ^V^dos 
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gare Dr. Aldricb so good an opi- was taken into custody^ and com- 
nion of him> that he intrusted to mitted to the Tower -, but nothing 
his care the new edition of the being discovered against him, he 
Episiies of PkaUaru, then about to was released after six months' im- 
be printed at Oxford. This book prisonment. This accident is sup- 
became accidentally the cause of a posed to have much affected hioa; 
^mry long and furious dispute be- and he lived only to the 28th of 
tween Dr. Bentley and Mr. Boyle, Aug. 1731, on which day he died> 
and their several adherents. It in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 
ended at that time greatly to the He was the author of one play, 
advantage of the latter 3 butposte- called 

rity has not ratified the verdict of As you find It. C. 4to. 1703 j 

their c(»iteinporaries, it being now 8vo. 1739. 
the general opinion that Dr. Bent- Botle, Murrough, Load 

}gj supported his hypothesis with Viscount Blessington. This 

snore learning, wit, and argument, nobleman was son of Dr. Michael 

than his antagonist. On leaving Boyle, archbishop of Arm^h, and 

the university, Mr,. Boyle was lord, chancellor of Ireland, whodied 

chosen member for the town of in the year 1702, at the great age 

Huntingdon; and his elder bro- of 93. He was a person, however, 

ther Lionel, £arl of Orrery, dying whose genius and abilities did no 

on the.23d of August 1703, with- credit to tue name of Boyle. He 

out issue, he succeeded to that wrote one play, which, from the 

title. ^ Entering into the service of specimen we have seen of it, was a 

the Queen, he had a regiment truly contemptible one, and died 

given him, at the head of which Dec, 25, 1712. The name c^ bis 

he distinguished himself in a very play was, 
gallant manner. On the 13th of The Lost Princess, T. 
October 1705, he was elected one Brady, Dr. Nichocas, was 

of the knights companions of the descended from Hugh Brady, the 

Thistle. In 1709, he was raised first Protestant bishop of Meatb. 

to the rank of a major-general. He was the son of Major Nicholas 

and sworn of the privy council. Brady, and was born at Bandoo, 

He was afterwards appointed en- in the county of Cork, about the 

voy to the States of Brabant and year iGsg. At the age of twelve 

Flanders -, and on the 10th of years, he went to Westminster 

September 17 12, ^as created an School, from whence he was elected 

English peer. At the accession of a king's scholar of Christ Church,. 

George I. he was made lord of Oxford. Having stayed there four 

the bed-chamber 5 and on the 3d years, he removed to Dublin, and 

of December 1714, was consti- took the degree of master of arts, 

tuted lord lieutenant of Somerset- but had that of doctor of divinity 

shire, and seemed to enjoy the presented to him by the same uni« 

confidence of ^is Sovereign. In versity, while he resided in Eng-^ 

4716, however, he fell under the land. His first preferment was to 

displeasure of the court; his regi- a prebend in St. Finbarr*s cathe- 

ment was taken from him, and dral, and to the parish of Kilnag- 

he resigned the post of lord of the lory, in the county of Cork, In 

bed-cfa^niber. At the time of I690, being in London, he waft 

i^yer*s plot, iathe year 1722^ he elected minister of St,, Catherioft 
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Cree churchy and lecturer of St. We$tLnoriand> and a justice of 

Michael's j after which he was peace. He married a second wife 

preferred to the rectory of Clap- in the latter part of bis life, and 

bafn>and the living of Richmond^ went to reside at App]eton> near 

both in the county of Surry. He Richmond, in Yorkshire ^ where 

had been chaplain to King Wil- he died the 4th of May 16^3, and 

Ham and Queen Mary, and also to was buried in the parish church of 

Queen Anne, and was at the time Catterick, near that place. 

of his death, which happened on He was a voluminous writer, 

the 20th of May 17'^^* chaplain both in verse and prose, and 

to the Pfincess of Wales, after- amongst other things produced the 

wards Queen Caroline. About the following dramas : 

time of his settlement in London, 1. Mercurius Briiannicus^ or, 

he joined with Tate iri a new ver- The English Intelligencer, T. C. 

sion of the Psalms. He also trans- 4to. 1641. 

lated The JSndd of Virgil, and 2. Regiddhtm. T. C. ' 8vo. 

published several volumes of Ser- \Q65* 

moDs, and one play, called .iBbakd, Hannah. This is 3 

The Rape-, or. The Innocent lady of learning and talents, who 

impostors, T. 4to. 1092. some time since conducted, with 

Bbaithwait'e, Richard, was success, a very respectable semi- 
tfae second son of Thomas Braith- nary, for French education, at Nor- 
waite, of Warcop, near Appleby, wich. She has also appeared be- 
in Westmorland, the son ana 'leir fore the public as a dramatist and 
of Thomas Braithwaite, of Barn- an actress. In the former cfaarac- 
side, who ,was son of Richard ter, she has written, 
Broithv^ite, of Ambleside, in the 1. Adelinda, C. Svo. 1798. 
barooy of Kendal. He was born 2. The Conflict. Her. C. 8ro. 
in the year 1588, and, at the age 1798. 

of sixteen years, became a com- 3. Huniades, T. 8vo. 1798. 
moner of Oriel College, Oxford, 4. Agmunda, T. N. P. [This 

beii^ matriculated as a gentle- was the preceding piece, altered, 

man's sod, and a native of West- and with the omission of the cha- 

morlaad. While he continued in racter of Huniades.] 
that house, which was at least As an actress, we remember her 

three years, *' he avoided (says performance of Agmunda, in her 

<< Wood) as much as he could own Huniades, to have been 

** the rough paths of logic and marked by force and discrimina- 

*' philosophy, and traced those tion ; thougli with the drawbacks 

'* smooth ones of poetry and Ro-» of a provincial pronunciation, and 

" man history, in which at length a deportment not to be greatly 

*' he did excd.*' He afterwards admired. Mr. Tate Wilkinson, 

removed to Cambridge, and then in his Wandering Patentee, a 

retired to the North, where his really amusing, though very oddly 

father bestowed on him an estate written book, thus mentions this 

at Bamside before mentioned. In lady : 

this retreat he lived many years, '* On Tuesday, Mar. 20 [17941, 

became captain of a foot com- " came forth Miss Hannah Brand, 

pany in the trained bands, a de- *' with credentials in her hand 

puty lieuteoaut in the covipty of '' from Mr, WoodftjiU ?^\V«^ 
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'^ there is not any character, as a 
'' romai^tic stage <• struck princess^ 
possesses a more extraordi- 
nary set of contradictory pas- 
sions, than the said lady^ Miss 
** Hannah Brand. She is very 
*^ sensible, but too learned. She 
'^ knows herself to be an actress 
** of such sterling worth, that 
*' every bar to her success is cre- 
*' ated from the envy, I fear, of 
" Mrs. Siddons, and that of all 
*' the Kembles -, and firom thdr 
*' interests, every manager in the 
*' kingdom of Great Britain is a 
" determined enemy. She values 
*' herself at [on] not holding up 
** her train > as her constant use 
** of large drawing-rooms, and a 
^'irequent habit of brilliant as- 
♦* semblies, prevents sucTi trifles 
*' ever to occur as necessary. A 
*' tolerable room looks very insig- 
'< nificant, from the always living 
*' in those of expanse, as to width, 
'* length, and height. Fielding's 
V works are not deserving the 
*' perusal 5 they cannot be termed 
** poetry 5 but if they are, it can 
" only be admitted as of the 
*' lowest kind, and as the very 
'^ dregs of verse ; no ! when she 
'' has a mind to be entertained 
*' with works of humour, she has 
** recourse to certain entertain- 
'^^ ment in the Latin authors, in 
'* their original purity of language ; 
'' it is there only that she finds 
*' ample field for comic entertain- 
*' ment. No sensible person sure- 
** ly ever sat to see a farce j it was 
'* not only a loss of time, but de- 
*^ grading to taste ; she never mur-*- 
** dered time in that manner but 
*' once, and that was to see My 
*' Grandmother at York, to gratify 
'' her curiosity as a compliment to 
*' Mrs. John Wilkinson. 

** My son casually asking her 
ff what farce she would approve 
^ fgr hpr benefit^ after a solemn 
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grand pausej she said, ' Why, 
Sir, should I strike the anvil of 
my brain, when there is nothing 
to hammer out ?* She sent me 
a note one morning, that con- 
tained rather, I thought, an ab" 
surd expression as to correctness, 
which I mentioned to her; when 
she erected her chest with infi- 
nite majesty, and said, * Mr. 
Wil-kin-son, had I ^rote that 
note to Mrs. Wil-kin-son, I had 
not been so precisely exact as to 
grammatical points ; but when 
I considered that I was address- 
ing a classical gentleman, I 
judged it obviously necessary to 
be careful of any unguarded 
slip; for if you would atten- 
tively reperuse the note, you 
will quickly perceive that the 
line alluded to was appertaining 
to the plural not the singular 
number.* I could not refirain 
a burst of immoderate laughter; 
but, as soon as my breath re- 
covered, and gave me- leave, 
with resumed gravity, 1 assured 
her, the gods had neither made 
me poetical i)or learnedly clas- 
sical. < Well,* says Mrs. Han** 
nah,. ' it is wonderful not to 
com'erse with the ancients, the 
Italians, French, Latin, and the 
Greek authors, all which I can 
read, perfectly understand, and 
speak fluently:* when imme- 
diately she could not instantly 
recollect whether a word she 
had just then pronounced was 
from any expression of the 
Greeks or the Romans; and 
quoted a line of each to ascertain 
to which it belonged ; the which 
instantly reminded me of the 
Mock Doctor, who says, ^ 
" * What, Sir, don*t you under- 
stand Latin ? 

'^ O dear Sir, no, not in tb^ 
least. , 

** Gregory, Propria c^uacm^ribus 
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^' tribuuntur, mascula dicas, at sunt 
*' divorom^ Mars, Bacchay^ Apol- 
'* lo, viroram. 

'^ Sir Simon. Ah ! why did I 
'* neglect my studies ?* 

*' A lady of rank assured me, 

^ that she sat in a box where Mrs. 

*' Hannah was in the row behind, 

*' at the Opera-house or the Play- 

'* bouse, I do not recollect which, 

'* where she was accoutred in an 

*' old-fashioned jacket, with deep 

^ flaps (as all York can remember, 

** and testify the said remarkable 

** habit), with a tremendous long 

" bosom-frill, over which the right 

'' hand was plunged, and in a 

*' fixed attitude she continued pen- 

" sively superior from the begin- 

*• ning of the evening's entertain- 

'* ment to the finale. She seldom 

*' went or came from the theatre 

*' at York but in a chair, so dread- 

** fully fearful was she in that 

'' quiet city of the insulter, man. 

" Her dresses were more than 

'' good, and her linen fine ; they 

♦' wduld not have disgraced a 

*' drawing - room on the royal 

" birth-day 5 but they were all ro- 

'' mantic ; and, either in the street 

*' or the room, she wanted only 

'^ a spear and shield, to have awed 

the wondering beholders with 

her grand and majestic portly 

bearing. 

" It is no more extraordinary 
" than true, that Miss Brand's 
" dialect was as provincial, as if 
*' her education had been utterly 
*^ neglected : for instance (one as 
good as a hundred), I might 
receive your whole- ustate, in- 
" stead of estate, Jkc. \ arkangel, 
" archangel, as the arch of a 
'* bridge. Her dresses on the 
stage I have mentioned as ele- 
gant; but all the effect was lost, 
*' owing to her wearing stays not 
" of the new but the old £^hion. 
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" which barriers defended her 
" charms from all unhallowed 
" eyes: for, at present, all be- 
*« holders need not want a peep, 
'* but look full, and be perfectly 
^' satisfied whether the view will 
*' cause many bidders. But Han- 
^' nah Brand would not unveil 
*' her beauties even to the chaste 
" Diana ; therefore she, with well- 
'' bound bone, forbid all access. 
" Her breast -works, and all her 
" works, were well defended 
'' against all assailants.; she might 
*' enter the lists with a sisterhood 
'^ of nuns, or a Methodists' love- 
'* feast, fearless and undismayed. 
" Troy was hot more impregnable 
'^ within her walls, her bulwarks, 
'^ and her gates of brass, than was 
" the fearless Hannah ; unless in- 
^' deed that fair heroine was as- 
'* sailed with lavish praises on hev 
play or her acting, and then the 
gods (to whom she would ap- 
peal) have mercy on her 5 for 
" on that theme she would be as ^ 
" vulnerable as the invulnerable 
'* Prince Achilles was in his heel. 
'^ It is no more than strictly true, 
*' when I aver, that her generosity 
'^ was boundless ; as she would 
*' (like Sheva the Jew) stint her 
" appetite to pamper her afFec- 
" tions, and live on a crust to 
'^ gratify others, to whom she 
'' thought herself in the ' least 
^' obliged. 

" I know two or three remark- 
" able, as unnecessary, instances. 
" Her first appearance in Lady 
'' Townly, so far from being well 
'^ received, met with rude marks 
" of disgustful behaviour, and that 
" from ladies,, who did not add by 
'* such demeanour addition to their 
" politeness or good understand- 
'' ing; but I must grant that 
" Hannah's Lady Townly was too 
^' formal fox the v;W^ ^i ^vt^i 
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*' in 1794. Her play ofAgrlhmda 
*' was acted the last night in the 
*' season. May 21, 1794. So te- 
*^ nacious was she of such her 
" invaluable treasure being pur- 
*' loined, that she would not suf- 
*^ fer the original Drury Lane roa- 
'* nuscript to be in the dangerous 
'^ prompter's hands, but wrote out 
*' an entire copy herself, actually 
*' without one line of her own 
'* part being inserted, as a certain 
" safeguard to her property ^ for 
** on that she constantly placed a 
*' steady hand. At the end of an 
*' act she found the altar- table loo 
** high, and exclaimed, ' If the 
**" theatre were to fall in one 
** momentous crush, I would not 
•' begine unless it was more ad- 
"vanceda* and with great com- 
posure, at the end of the fourth 
act, with the most dignified so- 
lemnity, assured Mr. Earby (the 
prompter), ' that she wonld not 
*' proceed in her business un- 
*' less he first assured her she 
*' might depend upon two flou- 
*' RisftEs previous to her en- 
^* trance/ The play ended as a 
*' comic, not as the tale of woe -, 
*' and certainly, as a tragedy, nei- 
*' ther was, is, nor ever will be, 
*< able to retain a place on the 
«' boards. I cannot omit noticing, 
»' that, at the rehearsal, after a 
«' pause of considerable length, 
*' when all were ' in amazement 
*« lost,' she turned profoundly 
** round, and, in blank-verse tone, 
** said, ' Observe, Mr. Warren, 
** I have stopped thus long, that 
" yon may remember, at night, 
- «* all this length of time / shall he 
^ ue.eping* 

" She engaged, after that ex- 

'^ ploit, the last summer at Liver- 

«^ pool, where she treated the au- 

" dience with Calista, with much 

' ** tbis same siioceas, I believe, «s 
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her trtgedy met with at York ; 
** for which I am told she ushered 
a complaining publication to the 
inhabitants of Liverpool, relating 
*' her injured fame [as] not only 
'* prejudiced by Mr. Aickic, but 
^' by a combination of eneniies. 

'^ Her performance at York by 
" no means merited the' sarcastic 
" manner in which she was treat- 
*^ ed ; the which, though certainly 
'^ unkind as ungenerous, could 
" only be palliated by the uncom- 
*' mon stifiness of deportment th^t 
" the Lady Townly by custcon had 
" habituated herself to. Indeed, 
" the school formality she pos- 
'* sesses, I may almost say, nom 
" instinct. 

** On^ day, rapping at my room 
'* door, ' Who's there?* says I : 
'* to which she replied, as awfnlly 
.*' as the Ghost in Hamlet, * It fs 
*' Hannah Brand.* Now, take this 
*' lady from her tragedy and her 
'^ acting, and she possesses many 
'^ good, ay shining, qualities ; that 
'^ is, she would rather give than 
" take, and does not know suffi- 
ciently how to content her mind 
with making more than ample 
" restitution for any received civi- 
*' lities. To that generosity of 
*' temper she unites a good under- 
'' standing, and is certainly worthy 
'* of much esteem as to her private 
*' character." 

Brandon, Samuel. This au- 
thor wrote about the latter part of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign ;. but as 
to what profession he was. of, or 
what rank he held in life, we have 
not been able to procure' any in- 
formation. He appears, bow- 
ever, to have been possessed of no 
small share of vanity and self-suf- 
ficiency, from the Italian verse be 
has subjoined to the only dramatic 
piece he wrote, and which, not- 
withstanding the high opinion be. 
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and perhaps, some of his pardai 
fnends> might entertain of it^ is 
now entirely forgotten^ viz. 

** VAcfua 1MM temo ditlT tterno Ohlio" 

which may thus be englished : 

^< ObU'»ioH\ powers I have no cause to 

fear; 
** My works her waves ettmalfy shall 

The title of the play, of which 
he thus defies either time, eternity, 
or oblivion, to erase the remem- 
brance, is. 

The Vvrtuous Ociavia. T. C. 
12mo. ISgB. 

RaANPON, Isaac. This gentle- 
man is of a respectable commercial 
family in the city of London -, of the 
Jewish persuasion, we believe) 
and, besides being the author of 
some Fragments after Sterne, has 
produced the following dramatic 
piece: 

Kais. Op. 8vo. 160S. 
BftBNAN, Mr. was a limner by 
profession, and author of .an un- 
published comedy called The Law- 
suit, which Mr. Edmund Burke 
once intended to publish by sub- 
scription, but afterwards relin- 
quished the design. 

Mr. Brenan published, at Dub- 
lin, one piece called 

The Painter's Breakfast. D. S. 
12mo. 1756. 

Brerston, Thomas. This gen- 
tleman was the son of Major Tho- 
mas Brereton, of the Queen's 
dragoons, in the reign of King 
William III. and was lineally de- 
scended, by a younger branch, from 
the very ancient and noble family 
' of Ibe Breretons, of Brereton in 
Cheshire. He was born about 
XdffO, and received the rudi- 
ments of learning at the free- 
school at Chester, from which he 
was first removed to a boarding- 
school in the same city, kept by 
one Mr. Dennis, a French refu^ 



gee, and afterwards to Braxen^ 
Nose College in Oxford, of which 
he continued a member several 
years, and took the degree of 
bachelor of arts. On the death 
of his father he was left in pos* 
session of a considerable fortune in 
money 3 but being too young, and 
in the management of guardians, 
and his mother having married 
again, there was not such care 
taken of his education as there 
should have been. In this neg- 
lected state he soon ran out* the 
greater part of his fortune. He 
went over for a short time to Paris -, 
and, at his return, the Earl of 
Stair, then ambassador there, re- 
commended him, in the strongest 
manner, to the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, as the son of one who had 
served under him with honour; 
and his Grace seemed determined 
to provide for him, and would 
probably have done so, if his ill 
health had not prevented it. In 
a short time his affairs became so 
deranged, that, about 1721, his 
wife and family were obliged, 
from principles of economy, to re- 
tire into Wales. Soon afterwards 
the Earl of Sunderland gave him a 
post belonging to the Customs at 
Park Gate, near Chester. That 
nobleman, also, promised to ad- 
vance him, on the first proper va- 
cancy 3 but this promise he did 
not live to claim; for, in the 
month of February 1722, he was 
drowned in too adventurously cross- 
ing the water of Saltney, when 
the tide was coming in. His body 
was afterwards found, and decent- 
ly interred in Shotwick chapel, 
belonging to Thomas Brereton, 
Esq. representative for Liverpool, 
his intimate friend and relation, in 
whose service he may be said lo 
have lost his life 5 for this gentle- 
man^ being at that tvtsi^ ^Q\^^TCk!^ 
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in an election with a very power- name 3 and the other a comedy, 

fbl antagonist^ our author^ out of to which he intended to have given 

his zeal for his friend, wrote a the title of, 
kind of libel against the gentleman, 4. The Oxford Ladies -, or, Tho. 

In such terms as were thought to Nobleman > 
bring the' writer within the power Neither of these> however, did 

of the law. On this he was ad- he live to finish, 
vised to abscond, to avoid prose- Brbton, Nicholas, was a 

cution 5 and, by making too much multifarious author, as may be 

baste to get beyond the. knowledge seen in Mr, Ritson*s Biographia 

of his pursuers, lost his life. He Poetica, p. 138. He is supposed 

was, says one who knew him, an to be the person with the same 

unhappy proof of the prejudice of names, who died June 22, 1624, 

an indulgent education. He used and was buried at Norton, in 

to say, he never in his life re- Northamptonshire. To this gen- 

membered being contradicted. His tleman have both Jacob and Gildon 

parts were naturally good, but en- attributed the honour of author- 

tirely neglected. He was positive ship in regard to an old dramatic 

and passionate, but generous to a piece entitled 
fault, and a very indulgent father. An Old Man's Lesson, and A 

He was remarkable for his skill in Young Man's Love, Int. 4to. l605f 

swimming beyond most men, on but one would be apt to imagine 

which he relied too much, and to they neither of them had seen the 

which he owed his death -, as he piece, and that the latter had im- 

was entreated by people on the plicitly copied the error broached 

shore not to quit his horse, which by the former, since in the prefacel 

he would do, and so perished at Mr. Breton acknowledges himself 

the age of about thirty-two. to have been only the editor of this 

He left several children, and a interlude, nay, even declares that 

wife to whom he was married in he is wholly ignorant who the au- 

17 1 i. She died Aug. 7^ 1740 5 thor was. As such, however, we 

and, after her death, a volume of could not with propriety avoid in- 

her poems and letters was pub- serting his name in this place; 

iished in quarto by subscription. since to him the world is at least 

The dramatic pieces which he obliged for the knowledge of what- 

lived to finish were only two, and ever share of merit may be found 

were never acted, v\t, in the piece. 

1. Esther, T. 12mo. 1715. Beeval, John Durant, was 

2. Sir John Oldcastle, Trag. the son of Francis Durant de Bre-^ 
The first is little more than a val, D. D. prebendary of West- 
translation of the JB^Mer of Racine; minster. He was educated at 
and the last a close imitation of the Westminster School, to which he 
Polieucte of Corneille 5 and indeed was admitted in 1 693 ; from when<ie 
neither of them has any great he went lo Trinity College, Cam- 
share of merit in the execution, bridge, in l697» where he was 
tie liad, however, begun two other elected a fellow about the year 
pieces, the one a tragedy called 1702. He took the degree of B. A. 

3. AthaUah, , 170O, andM. A. 17045 but, upon 
which was to have been a transla- some disagreement between him 
tion from Racine*s play of that aqd Dr,^ Bentley, then master of 
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that college, he quitted his fellow- 
ship (or, more properly speaking, 
was expelled) April 5, 17OS, and 
went into the army, then in Flan- 
ders, as an ensign. The ease Mrith 
which he acquired the Flemish 
and Grerman languages, his great 
learning, his exquisite pencil, and 
genteel behaviour, were soon taken 
notice of by the Duke of Marl- 
borough, who not only promoted 
him to the rank of captain, but 
also employed him in divers ne- 
gotiations with several Grerman 
princes, which he executed with 
great integrity, and very much to 
the satisfaction of his noble em - 
ployefk He began his travels 
about the year 1720$ published 
the first two volumes in 1723 and 
1725, and the third and fourth in 
1738; and died, universally be- 
loved, in January 1738-9. He 
was the author of several poems, 
and of the following plays, viz. 

1. The Play is the Plot. Com. 
4to. 1 7 18.. 

From this play were taken, 

2. The Strollers, F. 12mo.l727; 
and The Mock Countess, F. 

3. The Rape of Helen. M. O. 
8vo. 1737. 

Soon after the appearance of 
Three Hours after Marriage i^hxch, 
though published with only Mr. 
Gay's name to it, was undoubtedly 
the joint offspriog of that gentle- 
man; Mr. Pope, and Dr. Arbuth- 
not» and which met with little 
encouragement from the public. 
Captain Breval, under the assumed 
name of Joseph Gay, produced, 

4. The Confederates, F. Svo. 

1717. 
Oo which account Mr. Pope, 

who never could forgive the least 

attempt made against his reigning 

the unrivalled sovereign on the 

throne of wit, has inlroduced thiy 

Tot*. I* . 



gentleman into that poetical pil- 
lory The Dunciad, among the va- 
rious authors Whom he haa fiip^ 
posed devotees of the goddess of 
Dulness. ' 

Brbwbr, Anthokt. Thiswri'^ 
ter lived in the reign of King 
James I. and appears to have been 
held in high estimation by the wits 
of that time ; as may be more par- 
ticularly gathered from an elegant - 
cornplimentpaid to him in a poem 
called Steps to Parnassus, wherein 
he is supposed to have a magic 
power to call the Muses to his 
afisistance, and is even set on an 
equality with the immortal Shak- 
speare himself. There are, how- 
ever, great disputes among, the sef« 
veral writers as to the number of 
his works. Winstanley and Phil- 
lips have made him the writer of six 
plays. The author of The British 
Theatre, and after him Mr. Theo- 
philus Cibber, have given him the 
credit of three only. Langbaine, 
Jacob, and Gildon, allow him but ' 
two; and even of those, the first 
of these authors seems to doubt 
the authenticity of one. 

To come, however, to the best 
judgment we can collect, we shall 
first mention the pieces which Win- 
stanley has assigned to him, and . 
whidn are universally rejected. 
These are the following three : 

1. Landgartha. T. C. 

2. Lovs's Dominion, Past. 

3. Lovers Loadstone. C, 

The two plays, which the wri- 
ters in general have set down to 
this ^uthor.are, 

1, Country Girl. C. 4to. l647. 

2. Love-sick King, Trag.Htst. 
4(0. 1655. 

Langbaine*s objection to the (ir!;t 
of these being only the letters T. 
B. in the title-page, S^hich might 
iuve been a mere typograph'iqdi 
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error, proceeding, perhaps, ^om contested coronet, makes this spi* 

the negligence or carelessness of rited declaration : 

tfep printer, who, not being certain « Rqscs, and bays, pack hence ! Ab 

of' the author*s Christian name, crown and robe, 

might choose rather the inserting " My brows, and body, circles and in- 

any letter at a venture, than delay- „ „ ^"^.V* i ». ^^ • .u^ 

ing the working off the sheet m " ^"^.^^^'^^ '' ^^ "" '^^ '^ 

he could oljtain more authentic <« Measured my head tb»t wropght this 

information. coronet. — 

And now the only piece in dis- " They lie that say complexions c»nnot 

pute is that entiUed „ ^ v?***^P* v. ^ ^ i . 

r*"r. ^ . . , --^ •' My blood s ennobled, and I am trans- 

Lingua^ C. 4to. IOO7. ^ ioxm*6, 

This Lian^baine absolutely de- « Unto the sacred temper of a king, 

nies to b^ Brewer's, yet assigns no '< Methink? I. hear my noble parasites 

other reason for so doing but his " Styling me Caesar, or great Alexander, 

own bare ipitedixUi neither does " kicking my feet, Ac" 
WnsUnley show anv cause for as- it is said, that be felt the whole 

cribipg It to him. Mr. Theophi- part so warmly, and more ogpe- 

liisCibber^ however, as well as the cially the above-quoted speech, 

author of T^ British Theatre, has that it was what first fired hit soul 

followed the authority of the lat- ^jth ambition, and excited bim« 

ter 3 as has also Mr. Dodsley, who from the poBsession of an im^;inax7 

republish^ the piece with the name crown, to stretch his views to thivt 

of Anthony Brewer, in his Coir- of a real one, for the accomplislK 

ieftion of Old Plays, To this we ment of which be wascontentwi to 

may add, that probability is also in ^^de thraugh seas of Uqo4, 
its favour j since, being of a much 

earUer date than either of the other " And dmt the gates of mercy on man- 

two, it b published anonymously, ^ ' 
tnd may therefore be supposed to This story, as it has found its 
have b^n the author's first essay way ii^to niost of the anecdotes of 
in this kind of writing. our author, is here retained. It 
Be the author, however,, who has boen observed upon it, that the 
be may, there is a remarkable play was. published in 16Q7, and 
anecdote recorded by Winstanley, that Oliver Cromwell was not bom 
in regard to the piece itself, which until 1^99. (See the last edition 
pdnts it out to have been in some of Dodsley's Old Plays, voL v.) 
measure the cause, of those troubles The story, however, of Cromf- 
which disturbed the peace of these well's having performed, a part in 
realms in the middle of the seven- it. Height stUi be true. It is not 
teenth century. He tells us, that, said that he acted in this pl^ on its 
when this play was acted at Cam- ^rsi representation. Itmignthavf 
bridge, Oliver Cromwell (then a been exhibited at Cambridge nianj 
youth) performed a part in it. The years after its original production, 
subject of the piece is, a conten- There is no more reason for 
tion among the Senses for a crown, ascribing Lingua to Brewer thaa 
which Lingua has laid for them to to any other dramatic writer* 
find. The part allotted to young The true origin of Phillips's mis- 
Cromwell was that of Tactus, or take, and of Winstanlev's also 
Touch, whOj having obtained (he (who copied him implicitly)^ wa^ 
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this : In his account of plays, he Rowland Cotton, &c. In the year 
took Kirkman*s Catalogues^ print- 1791> Mr. B. was honoured with 
ed in 1661 and 1671, for his guide, a lieutenancy in the Swedish navyj 
Kirkman's rule was> to set the au- and, with the interest which he 
thor*s name opposite to his play> had^ would most likely have at- 
and wbefa the writer of a piece tained by this time high rank la 
was unknown, to leave a blank, th^ service of his country 5 but, 
PhiUips, not attending CO this, ima- on the prospect of a long peace, 
gined that all the plays whfch were we believe, Mr. B. was prevailed 
set down in those catalogues, with- on, by an old school- fellow, to 
out an author*s name prefixed, be- engage in the profession of the law. 
longed to the writer last mention- An early love of literature display- 
ed 5 and finding, under letter L, ed itself in Mr. B.'s character 5 and 
the plays of Landgartha, I/we*s we believe his first work, a novel 
Loadstone, Lingua, and Love*s entitled Tom Preston, was written 
Dominion, immediately after . The while he was in the navy 3 as well 
Love-sick King, to which Brewer's as a comedy, afterwards played at 
name is annexed in the catalogues, the Haymarket theatre, entitled, 
he has ascribed all these pieces to How to be Happy. But the chief 
that writer. Thus these biogra- capabilities of this writer have 
phers have ascribed LiberoMty and been shown in his Essays after the 
Prodigalky, Lady Alimony, Lumi- Manner of Goldsmith, which ap- 
nalia, and The Laws of Nature, peared occasionally, for more thaa 
to Thomas Lodge and Robert twelve years, in The European Ma* 
Green, merely because all these gazine; and in his work entitled 

pieces happened to be arranged in Hours of Leisure, the merit of 

the catalogues after The Looking" which could not fail of establish- 

glass for London, s play written ing his pretensions as an essayist. 

by those two authors. Almost ail His other works are, BUI If^ood^ 

thc^r errors will be found to have cock, 2 vols. ; Essay on the Rights 

arisen from tliis misapprehension. of the Poor, a pamphlet j Pra* 

Brewer, Gsobgb, is a native spectus of a new Law between 

of EnglatKl, and was bom in tl)e Debtor and Creditor, a pamphlet; 

year 17 66. He is the son of Siamese Tales ; Tales of the Twelve 

Mr. John Brewer 3 well known as a Soubahs of fndostan, published in 

connoisseur in the arts, much ho- The European Magazine j TTie Ju* 

noured and respected as a private venile Lavater 5 The Town, a pe- 

man, and who had the friendship riodical paper, now publishing. 

of sonoe of the most dbtinguished As a dramatist we know only of 

characters of his day ; among the following : 

wheal were Jonas Han way, George 1. How to be Happy. C. 1794. 

Keate, Mr. Gi-eviile, Paul Sandby, N. P. 

&c* &c. Mr. George Brewer is 2. Bannkin Day^ Musical £nt 

descended, on his mother's side, 8vo. 1796. 

from the* family of the Warbur- 3. The Man in the Moon. D. 

t<>n»,. of Cheshire. Very early in Sketch. I799. N. P. 

life Mr. B. was sent out as a mid- Bridel, Edmund - Philip, 

dbipman, under the patronage of LL. D. master of an academy in 

the late Admiral G^mbier, and Bird's Buildings-, Islington, is au^ 

served with Lord H^gh Seymour, thor of 
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The fifth of November, Dr. in by himself and other bands^ which 
three acts. 12mo. I8O7. is very far from a bad one. He 

Bridges^ TMoMAs. This gen- left behind him only one dramatic 
tleraan is a native of Yorkshire^ piece^ which is entitled 
and was *at one period of his life The Cunning Lovers, C. 4to. 
a wine-merchant at Hull. He is 1654. 

the author of a very humorous The world, however, is indebted 
TravesHe of Homer, The Adven- to him for two volumes of Ricliard 
iures of a Bank-note, some poems> Brome's plays in octavo $ many of 
and the two following dramatic which, but for his care in pre- 
piece^ : serving and publishing them, would 

I, Dido. CO. 8vo. 1771. in all probability have been entirely 
' 2. The Dutchman. M.E. 8vo. lost. 

1775. BaoME, Richard. This an« 

Bri8tol,£arl OF. SeeDiGBY. thor lived in the reign of King 
BRi8Tow£,FRAifcis. The trans- Charles I. and was conteibporary 
lator from the French of with Dekker, Ford, Shirley, &:c. 

King Freewill, T. 1635. N.P. His extraction was mean, he hav- 
BadME, Alexandibr. Hiisau- ing originally been no better than 
thor flourished in the reign of King a menial servant to the celebrated 
Charles I. and was an attorney in Ben Jonson. He wrote himself, 
the Lord Mayor's court. He was however, into high repute > as is 
born in I62O, and died June 30, testified not only by various com- 
1666 ; so that he lived through mendatory verses written by his 
the whole of the civil wars and the contemporaries, and prefixed to 
protectorship, during all which many of his plays, but also by some 
time he maintained his loyalty un- lines which his quondam master 
tainted. He was a warm Cavalier 5 addressed to him on account of his 
and though in his profession of the comedy called The Northern Lass^ 
law he could do no service to the in which, although Ben Jonson 
cause he loved, yet, as he was a has given way to that kind of va- 
devotee of the Muses, as well as nity which is perpetually starting 
an attendant on the courts, he forth in all his writings, and re- 
frequently turned his pen from the presents himself as the first who 
filling up of writs, to the inditing had instructed the age in the co- 
of odes, sonnets, and dithyrambs, mic laws, and all the perfect arta 
in the most of which he treated of the drama, yet he pays great 
the Roundheads with great keen- commendation to Richard Brome, 
iiess and severity. In short, he by acknowledging that he has 
was author of much the greater made very good use of the im- 
part of tliose songs and epigrams provements he had acquired during 
which were published in favour of a long apprenticeship under so 
tlie royalists^ and against the Rump, skilful a master. 
as ^ell in Oliver Cromwell's time Brome, in imitation of his mas- 
as during the rebellion. These, ter, laid it down as his first great 
together with his epistles and epi- point, to apply closely to the study 
grams translated from different au- Of men and manners. His genius 
■Ihors, were all printed in one vol. was entirely turned to comedy, 
*8voi after, the- Restoration. He and therefore his proper province 
aJso published a version of Horace^ was observatiog more than read- 
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ifig. His ploU are all bis own, 9: Th^DamomUei onTkehav 

and are far from being ill con- Ordinary, C. 8vo. 1653. - 

ducted} and bis characters^ which 10. The Queen* s Exchange. C. 

for the most part are strongly 4co. 1657, Afterwards printed, 

marked, were the offspring of his 4to. I661, with the title of The 

own judgment and experience, and Royal Exchange, 

his close attention to the foibles 11. The English Moor -, or. The 

of the human heart. In a word. Mock Marriage, C. 8vo. \65§. 

Jiis plays in general are good ones, 12. The Love-sick Court -, or, 

inet with great applause when first The AmUtious Politique, C. 8vo. 

acted, and, as Langbaine informs 1658. 

us, were thought by the players 13. The Weeding of the Coven t 

worthy to be revived, to their own Garden ; or. The Middlesex Justice 

profit and the author's honour, in of Peace, C. 8vo. l658. 

that critical age which he himself 14* New Academy 5 or. The New 

lived in. Nay, we have had a Exchange, C, 8vo. 1658. 

proof, even in our own time, of 15. The Queen and Concubine. 

the merit of one of his comedies, C. 8vo. l65g, 

which, with a very little alteira- He also joined with Thomas 

tion, was revived, and with great Heywood in 

success, viz. The Jovial Crew, The Lancashire JVitches j 

which brought crowded audiences and wrote ^as it is generally be* 

to the Theatre Royal in Covent lieved) the following pieces, now 

Garden, at frequent repetitions of probably lost : 

t^ performance. 1. Wii in a Madness. 

The comedies •which this au* 2. Christianetta, 

thor has left behind him are fifteen 3. The Jewish Gentleman. 

in number i ten of which are col- 4. The Love-sick Maid i or. The 

lected together, as before men- Honour of young Ladies, 1629. 

tioned, under Alexander Brome, 5. The Life and Death of Sir 

in two volumes 8vo. each volume Martyn Skink, with the IVarres of 

bearing the title of Five New Plays the Low Countries, 

ly Richard BrotHe, The whole list 6. The Apprentice's Prize, 

cMf his pieces is as follows : The two last also in conjunction 

1. The Northern Lass, C. 4to. with Thomas Hejrwood. 

1632. ' Richard Brome died in the year 

2. The Sparagus Garden. C. 1652. (See Dodsley's Collection 
4to. 1640. qfOld Plays, vol. x. p. 322.) 

3. The Antipodes, C, 4to. l640. BaoMpiSLD, William. A late 

4. The Jovial Crew, or. The eminent surgeon, of, London; to 
Merry Beggars, C^ 4to. l652. whom has b^n ascribed an alter- 
In Dodsley*8 Collection. ation of The City Match, pub-^ 

5. A mad Couple well matched, lisbed under the title of 

€. 8vo. 1653. The Schemers. C. 8vo. 1755. 

6. Novella. C. Svo. 1653. Brook, Lord. SeeGRBViLLE. 
7* The Court Beggar, C. 8vo. Brooks, Henry. Thisgentle^ 

1653. man w^s a native of Irelfind« bom 

8. The City Wit ;. or. The Wo- in King*s County, and was enter-^ 
n^an wears toe Sireeches, C. .8yo, ed of Trinity College, Dublin, in 
|653. 1720. He was barrackL-\sv^\3K. ^i 

?3i 
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Mulliogar^ in the county of West- said to have amounted to eight 

meath^ and gained great reputa- hundred pounds, 

tion as a writer by The Farmer*! The disappomtment of Mr. 

Letters, published in Ireland in Brooke, with respect to Gustavus 

the time of the rebellion, and writ- Fasa, did not deter him from again 

ten after the manner of Dean Swift's turning his talents to the ^tage; 

Drapier's Letters, His greatest ap- for, in 1741, his tragedy of TA^ 

plicatiouy however, seems to have Earl of JVestmorelarid ; or. The 

teen to the drama 5 for, in the year Betrayer of his Country} was 

J738, he had his tragedy of Gus- brought forward in Dublin, and 

iavus Fasa rehearsed at the Thea- met with great success. This drew 

tre Royal in Drury Lane : the from an anonymous writer some 

actors were all ready in their parts, elegant lines addressed to him, 

and no bar seemed in the way to from which the following are ex* 

its public appearance ; when an tract ed : 

order came from the Lord Cham- « l© ! Brooke, in' fancy nobly wild, 

berlain to prohibit it. " Returns, Invention's eldest child. 

This arbitrary proceeding of the " With science fraught, and ev'ry art, 

Lord Chamberlain drew on him ^ [[ "^ '"^^''^ f will, the varied he^rt ; 

great deal, of pdium, and afforded :^:'{T^^T:XZ^'^' 

our author the satisfaction of *« m looser dress Gustavus charmM, 

knowing, that his country at large «« And, rich in negligency, warm'd ; 

espoused his cause. Paul Whiter " This like a shining bride appears, 

head, in spme elegant lines adr " ^" ^^^ ^^^ P^"™? '^^^ ^^^"^^^ ^^*"-" 

dressed to Mr Brooke at the time. In 1752 the tragedy of The Earl 

was very severe in his reproof of of Essex was represented at the 

the Chamberlaia|8 conduct : Theatre in Smock Alley, Dublin* 

"Plcai'd in thy lays we see Gustavus This last play, however, being, 

live : we believe, the property of Mr, 

*< But, O dustavusi if thQu canst, forgive Sheridan, late manager of Smock 

f' Britonsjiiorc savage than the tyrant ^lley Theatre, when that gentle- 

*' Beneath"who8e yoVe you drew the ^^^ '^^ted at Drury Lane in the 

galling chain. winter of 17^1^ l>'s emoluments 

*< Degcn'rate Britons, by thy worth disi- being to arise from a certain pro- 

may'd, pprtion of the profits of the house 

formed, he was allowed a right of 

Mr. Brooke met with the same reviving or getting up such plays as 

ill success in Dublin with regard he imagined would turn the most 

to an opera called Jack the Giant to his and the managers* joint ad- 

Queller, brought on soon after the vantage. Amiong tliose which he 

close of the rebellion, which, after fixed on as his choice was Wr. 

the'first night's representation, was Brooke's Earl of Essex j which, 

forbidden by the government to be being licensed by the Lord Cham- 

continiied. As to his first play, berlain, was now brought on at 

however, the prohibition did him Drury Lane, and met with good 

no kind of injury ; as be was im- success. 

mediately encouraged to publish Through the whole of Mr. 

it by a subscription, which has been Brooke's writings there breathes a 
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I spirit of liberty and patrl- Mr. Brooke died in ]&ublin> <vi 

ealj whicb^ though the na- the lOth day of October 1783. 

ind inborn principles of every Before his death, we have heard 

ct of these realms, may have that he became a MetEodist. 

:ted them to misrepresenta- His dramatic pieces are as fol- 

ahd, what is far from an un- low : 

ion case, rendered general 1. Gustavus Fasa, Trag. 6vo« 

lent suspected as particular 1739. 

tion i yet those who had the 2. The Earl of Westmoreland, 

jrie of knowing Mr. Brooke T. 1741. 

lally must be so well assured 3. Jack the Giant Queller. Op. 

5 integrity of his heart, and Play, 1748. 8V0.1778; 8vo.l792. 

m attachment to the present 4. The Earl of Essex, T« Svo. 

succession, as entirely to 17^1« 
lim from the slightest sup- 5, Antony and CleoptUra. T. 
in of any intent to excite 6. The Impostor. T. 
ouon, or awaken discontent, 7* CymOeline. T. 
r of his writings. 8. Alontexuma. T. 

dramatic pieces in them- p. The Festal Firgin, T» 

independent of these kinds 10. The Contending Brothers. C. 
siderations, though not to be 11' The Charitable Association. C. 
i in the first class, have un- 12. The Female Officer, C. 
sdly a considerable share of 13. The Marriage Contract. C. 

His plots are ingeniously 14, Ruth. Orat. 
\d well conducted, his cha- All printed in his Works, 4 vols. 

not ill drawn, and his Ian- 8vo. 1778. 
is bold aod nervous ; thoqgh His other writings arej^ 
it be acknowledged, in the Universal Beauty, a poem. 
rticular, the author at times Translations from Tasso, . 
to pay too little regard to i^ai/<?^publishedbyMr.E.Moore. 
Tectness of measure, and to Chaucer's Tales modernized, 
dish which the language of The Farmer's Letters. 
r ought to receive from bar- The Fool of Quality, a novel. . 
of numbers, ypon the Together with sundry other mis- 

however, we cannot hesi- cellaneous compositions, 
place him very high among Brookb, Miss. This lady, the 
riters of the English Ian- daughter of the foregoing writer* 

and can hardly refuse him besides translating and publishing, 
raise, which a great poet in 1789» in a quarto volume, de- 
rail/ bestowed on him : lu/ues of Irish Poetry, wrote a, play> 

of which we have heard a very 
T)eare's no more-lost was the good character j but the MS. of 
>oet s name, i_»i' ji.t_'i 

.oo,myfrlend,n,ygenia,,spruns *^;^' " supposed to be lost, 
o fame. Called ^ 

byhis laurel's never-fading bloom, Belisarius. Trag. 
aldly snatch'd the trophy from his BrooM, FRANCES. This lady, * 

^^\^l A V ' xit whose maiden name was Moore. 

K^thc declmmg Muse agam to ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^ clergymanl 

o Britannia gave one poet more." and the wife of the Rev. John 
r. vv H IT hii EAD. Brooke, rector of Colney > iw K^ 

v4 
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^k, of St. Augustine, in the city 
of Norwich, and chaplain to the 
garrison of Quebec. Her husband 
died Jap. 21, 1789 i and she her- 
self on the 26rh of the same 
month, at Sleaford, at the hous^ 
of her sop, whp had preferment 
in that part of the country. 

Mrs. firQo)ce was a lady of first- 
rate abilities^ and as remarkable 
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28th of May 1727, and^ entering 
into orders, left the university for 
a curacy, that of Offley, in Hert- 
fordshire. In 1739, he was in- 
stituted to the rectory of Stibing- 
ton, in Huntingdonshire, on the 
presentation of John D^ke of Bed- 
ford, who also appointed him one 
of his xchaplains. Soon after he 
was chosen reader to the Temple, 



for gentleness and suavity of by which means he became known 
manners, as for her literary talents, to Bishop Sherlock 5 who, in 1744, 



She \^rote and published spme 
admirable pov^U (among which 
were, Lais^ Julia Mtmdevtlle, 
Emily Montague, Marquis of St, 
F&rlaix, and The Excursion)) a 
periodical paper, called The Old 
Maidi a translation of Milofs 
Elements of the History of Eng- 
land \ and the following dramas : 

1. Fkgiim' T, 8vo. 1756. 

2. Sie^e of Sinope. T« 8vo. 

1781. 

3. Rosirfa. CO. 8vo. 1783. 

4. Marian. M. E. Svp. 1788. 
Brookbs, — — , a gentleman 

of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
was author of the following Latin 
plays : 

1. Styros. Past. 1612. N.P. 

2. Melan he. Past. 4to. l6\5. 
Brookes B. This gentleman 

was rector of Ashney inNorthampT 
tonshire, and published a transla- 
tion of Du Halde's History of 
China, iti which is contained one 
play, called, 

Tchao Chi Cou Ell-, or. The 
Little Orphan of the Family of 
Tchao. T. 1737. 

Broughton, Thomas, wds 
born on the 5th of July 1704, in 
the parish of St. Andrew, Holr 
born, where his father was mini- 
ster. He received his education 
at Eton school, and from thence 
was removed to Gonville and 
Caius College. He took the de- 
gree of bachelor of arts on ^he 



presented him to the valuable vi^ 
caragepfBedminster, near Bristol, 
with the chapels of St. Mary 
BedcliflT, St. Thomas, and Abbots 
Leigh, annexed. Some short time 
after, he was collated by the same 
patron to the prebend of Bedmin- 
ster and Bedciiff, in the cathedral 
of Salisbury. Upon receiving this 
preferment, he removed from Lon- 
don to Bristol, where he married 
the daughter of Tliomas Harris, 
clerk. He resided ojp his living 
till his death, which happened oq 
the 21st of December 1774, ip 
the seventy-first year of his age, 
and was buried in the church of 
St. Mary Redcliff, 

He was one of the original wri- 
ters in the Biographica Jpritannka, 
and, besides many other works, 
was the author of 

Hercules, M. D. 8vo. 1745. 

Brown, Anthony. This gen* 
tleman was a p^ember of the 
Temple^, and wrote a play;^ en- 
titled. 

The Fal(il Retirement, T. ^vo. 

This play was condemned, and 
indeed very descHf'edly J there being 
neither plot^ incident, nor language 
in it, that had by any means a 
right to recommend it to the pub? 
lie regard. Yet its want of suc- 
cess was the occasion of some in- 
sults being shown to an actor of 
great consequence, whose spirited 
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3ehaviour on the circumstance may ^^ brightness of Caelia^f eyes, nor 
be seen more at large in our ac* *' her gaudy trappings, that at- 
count of this play in Vol. 11. '' tracted his heart. Cupid might 

Bbowk, Thomas. This fa- '' keep his darts to himself; Tom 
cetious writer, who is the delight '' always carried his fire about 
of such as admire low humour, *' him. If she had but a mouth, 
was the son of a farmer of Sbififnal, ** two eyes, and a nose, he never 
in Shropshire. He was educated *' inquired after the regularity of 
at Newport school in that county, ".her dress or features. Heal* 
aod attained a knowledge of the *' ways brought a good stomach 
t^tin, Greek, French, Italian, and " with him, and used but little 
Spanish languages. From New- *' ceremony in the preface. As 
port school he removed to Christ *' of his mistresses, so he was very 
Chutcb College, Oxford. There ** negligent in the choice of hu 
}ie was celebrated for his abilities, " companions, who were some- 
and for his irregularities ; and on *' times mean and despicable — a 
mxoant of the latter was soon '' circumstance which never fails 
obliged to quit the university. " to ruin a noan's reputation. He 
Afler exhausting the whole of the ** was of a lazy temper ; and the 
wnaaW pittance he had brought to ^' booksellers, who gave him cre- 
town with him, he, for bis sup- *^ dit enough as to his capacity, 

e»rt, became a schoolmaster at *' had no confidence to put in .his 
ingston upon Thames; but being "diligence." The same writer 
impatient of a recluse lite, he adds, that though our author was 
600Q quitted that situation and a good-natured man, yet he had 
came afi;aio to London, where he one pernicious quality which eter- 
plunged into all the license and nally procured him enemies; and 
dissipation of the metropolis. He that was> rather to lose his friend 
now became an author by pro- than his joke. He died in the 
fession, and experienced all the year X7(H, and was buried in the 
vicissitudes of fortune, which a cloy stars of Westminster Abbey, 
mixture of industry ^nd carelessness tiear the remains of Mrs. Behn. 
could produce. An anonymous He was the author of, 
writer, who has given the world 1. Physic lies a-bleeding; or, 
some account of him, observes. The Apothecary filmed Doctor. C. 
'^ that it was not his imnioraUty 4to. l697- 
" that hindered him from climh- 2. The Stage-Beaux tossed in a 
" ing to the top of poetry and pre- Blanket ; or, Hypocrisy A' la- Mode. 
" ferment; but that he had a par- C. 4to. 1704. 
*' ticular way of sinning to him- 3. The Dispensary^ F. Printed 
" self. Tp speak in plain Eng- in his wprks. 
*' lisb, Ton^ 9^own had less the Brown, Mr. To a person of 
** spirit of a gentleman than the this name, Mears, in his Cata- 
** rest of thp wits, and more of a logue, ascribes a translation from 
'' scholair. ToQ) thought himself Noble, of a French play, enr 
" as happy with a retailer of titled, 

'f damnation \^ ap obscure hole. The Twa Harlequins. F. 6va 
'* as another tQ have gone to the 1719* 

^* devil with all the splendour of a Brown, Da. John* This ele^ 
*' fine^p^page, "f was not the gant, ingenious^^ ai4 utjha^^ a%» 
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thor was born at Rotbbury^ in the 
county of Nortbamberland, on the 
5th of November 1715. The fa- 
mily from which he was descend- 
ed were the Browns of Colstown, 
Dear Haddington^ in Scotland. 
His father, John Brown, was a 
siatiTe of Dons, in Scotland, and, 
at the time of his son's birth, 
curate to Dr. Thomlinson, rector 
of B.othbury. Ho afterwards was 
collated to the vicarage of Wigton, 
in Cumberland, To this place he 
carried his son^ and there our au- 
thor received the first part of his 
education. From thence he was 
removed to the university of Cam- 
bridge, where he was matricu-' 
lated on the I8th of December 
1732, and entered of St. John's 
College, under the tuition of Dr. 
Tunstall. After taking the degree 
of bachelor of arts with great re- 
putation, he returned to Wigton, 
and was ordained by Dr. Fleming", 
Bishop of Carlisle. His first pre- 
ferment was to a minor canonry 
and lecturership of the cathedral 
church of Carlisle. He remained 
in obscurity, at that city, several 
years, until the rebellion 1745, 
when he acted as a volunteer at 
the siege of the castle, and behaved 
with great intrepidity. In 1739, 
he took the degree of M. A. 
and some time after was present- 
ed to the living of Morland, in 
the county of Westmorland. He 
resigned his preferment in the ca- 
thedral of Carlisle in disgust. On 
Mr. Pope's death he wrote the 
Essay on Satire, addressed to Dr. 
Warburton, who immediately in- 
troduced him to his friend Mr. 
Allen and others, and, by his in- 
terest with Lord Hardwicke, pro- 
cured him the living of Great 
Horkesley, in Essex. In 1757* he 
published his celebrated Estimate 
•f the Mimrurs mid Princifles of 



the Times 5 a work which wa§ mi' 
down by popular clamour, but not 
answered. Obtaining the vicanigb 
of St. Nicholas, Newcastle, he re-^ 
signed his living in Essei to LorJ' 
Hardwicke, with whom, as well at 
with Dr. Warburton, there had 
some time before been a eoolness. 
He received no other preferrtiehf, 
which, to a person of Dr. Brown's Js 
spirit, must have been a great mor- 
tification. In the latter part of 
his life, he had an invitation from 
the Empress of Russia, to super- 
intend a grand design whicli she 
had formed, of extending th^ acT- 
vantages of civilization over that 
great empire. He accepted tfe 
offer, and actually prepared fSt 
his journey; but finding nis healti 
in too precarious a state to <aidmk 
him to iiifil his intention, h6 wiefs 
obliged to relinquish it. This and 
other disappointments were fol- 
lowed by a dejection of spirits^ 
to which he had often been subject 
Ip an interval of deprivation of 
reason, he was prompted to do 
violence to himself, and on the 23d 
of September 1/66 cut his throaty 
in the fifty -first year of his aj^e^ 
The stage stands indebted to bUn 
for two dramatic pieces, tbe suc- 
cess of which has been dififeretit, 
yet has not done any great bonocur 
to public taste -, for his jiiHeisian, 
which is much the more original 
and better executed piece of the 
two, has never been performed 
since the season of its first ap-« 
pearance 5 wh ile Barbarossa, whosd 
design is much too nearly ap- 
proaching to that ofMerope, Doug'- 
las, and some other of our modem 
tragedies, still continues on the list 
of acting plays. 

His tragedies, as we before' ob-> 
served, are only two, viz. 

1. Barharossa, 8vo. 17?5« 

2. Athebtoiu 8vo. \J59l 
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J oratorio, or sacred ocle, 
ie Cure of Saul, 4to. 17()3. 
ATN, James. Ofthisgen- 
we know only that he was 
of 

FroUc. D.P. 8vo. 1783. 
¥NB, MosES, was origin- 
>en*cutter 3 but afterwards 
into holy orders, under 
ronage of Hervey, author 
Mentations, and became 
f Olney, in Bucks, and 
1 to Morden College. He 
i author of a poem called 
Thoughts, Piscatory Ec- 
and several other pieces, 
f which are possessed of 
table' Qierit. In his youth 
wus bom in the year 1703), 
te two dranoias, which were 
spresented together, and 
etty nearly an equal degree 
t. They are entitled, 
oHdus. T. Svo. 1723. 
il bedevilled, F. Svo. 1723. 
second was acted by way 
mtertainment added to the 
Nfdther of them, however, 
irfbrmed at a theatre royal, 
I by regular actors 3 but 
f some gentlemen of the 
I acquaintance, for their 
rersion and the gratification 
T^anity, at a place which, 
itle-page, is called the pri- 
satir^ in St, Albany Street, 
J really nothing more than 
chool, or assembly-rooqi, 
p for the immediate occa- 
tbis play, a^d other repre- 
ns of that kind.. Mr. 
J died Sept. 13, 1787. 
xrwE, William, was bom 
istock, in Devonshire, in , 
T 1590 ; his father, ac- 
to Prince, in his Worthies 
98^ being probably of the 
f family of Browne, of 
( Hash, in the parish of 
e, near Great T<^rrington. 



After he had passed through tlic 
grammar-school, he was sent to 
Exeter College, Oxford, where he 
became a great proficient in clas- 
sical learning, and in the belles 
lettres was scarcely equalled : from 
thenoe he was removed, before he 
had taken any academical degree, 
to the Inner Temple, London, 
where he more particularly devo- 
ted himself to the Muses. In th« 
beginning of the year 1624, he 
returned again to Exeter College, 
and became tutor to Robert Dor- 
mer, afterwards Earl of Carnarvon, 
who lost his life at Newbury fight 
on the 29th of September 1643. 
On the 25th of March l024, he 
received permission to be created 
M. A. although the degree was not 
conferred upon him till the No- 
vember following. He is styled, in 
the public Register of the universi- 
ty, a man well skilled in all kinds 
of polite literature and useful arts; 
Fir omni humana Uieratura et bo* 
narum ariium cognitione instructus. 
After he had len the college with 
his pupil, he was received into the 
family of William Earl of Pem- 
broke, who had a great respect for 
him i and here, according to Wood, 
he made his fortune so well, that 
he purchased an estate : he also 
adds, that he had a great mind in 
a little body ; but witli regard to 
the time of his death he is very 
doubtful 5 for all that he says of 
the matter is, that, *' in his 
*' searches h© finds that one Wil- 
** liam Browne, of Otter)*^ St. 
** Mary, in Devonshire, died in 
" the year l645 -, but that he can- 
" not tell whether he was the 
*' same with the poet.'* 

His works were collected and 
published, by Thomas Da vies, 
bookseller, in 3 vols. 1772, and 
among them was then first printed. 

The Inner Temple Masqui^ 
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He seems, says Mr. Headley^ Garden Theatre. She was 1l§f*] 

to have been a great iidmirer, and daughter of Mrs. Brown, an 

no inattentive observer, of the tress at Ck)vent Garden, (io '^ 

charms of Nature 3 as bis works Jordan's line of comic 

abound in minute rural imagery, in 1785. Mrs. Brun ton's 

though indiscriminately selected, name was Boss ; undef 

The praise he has received from name, at the early age of 15, 

Selden, DavieSj Jonson, and Dray- published 
ton, and the notice he obtained The CottagerSi Com- Op. 

from Milton, are real honours that 17S8. 

almost counterbalance oblivion; .Bucke, Paxjx.> is> in 01d|ll|||t^ 

at least, they prove that he did not MSS. said to be the author of 
^serve it. The following testi- The Three Ladies qfLtmdm* 

mony Drayton has left of him : 4to. 1584. 
Then the two Beaumonts and my Bravme But we believe this to be an 

arose, founded conjecture, from P 

My 4car companions, whom J freely Bu(;ke standing at the end of 

mM t^^^^t J J • .u • , list of characters in. the pieoi^ 

My bosom friend. 5 and, m their several whose title-page dedarei it tS 

Rightly bom poets l>een " Written by R. W." 

Of Poets and Porsy. BUCKHURST> LoRD. See SaCK- 

We shall conclude this article villb. 
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with a poetical picture, which Buckingham, Duke of. Sea 
Srowpe ^s left us of himself: Sheffield, and Villiibs. 

AnKWf the ,e« ashepheard (though but Bullock, Christofhbii. ThU . 
' •yo„ng^ '^ ^ ** author was a player by protessioo, |r 

Yet hvtocd to his pipe), with all the skill and the son of Mr. William BoK v 
His few years could, began to fit his quill, lock, whom we find to have Stood 
9y Tavy's speedy streame he fed his in very good estimation in his 

Where ^^en he sat to sport him on a theatrical capacity, nor was this 
focke ^^^ ^^ his by any means defiaept 

The water-nymphs would often pome . tn point of merit as an acton At 
unto him, what place, or in what year^ out 

And fpr^ dance with many gay ^Ifts woo author was borq, we have not been. 

Now pJiTs' of thii flowre, and then of «^>^ ^^ ^^""F^: H^-bfanie jobt .[ 

that, manager with Mr. Keene> and I 

Now witl) finp she!?, then with a rushy another actor, of the Theatrp in 

hat, Lincoln's Inn Fields. In the year 

With corall or red stonps, brought from 1717 he married a natural daugh- 

Tomakehi1rb;acelets,crtomarkehis ^^^^ '^ V^^'* performerMr, 
^Yicepc. Wilks, by Mrs. Rogers, the actress, 

Willie he bight, who by |he ppcan's Thislady wasbredup tothertngCi 

queene but although* from the advanti^e 

More cheer'd to sing than si)c^ young of an 3greeable figure, aheiteiecl 

TooVc ht SSlSd pn.e, .»4 .h« tf ^Wy well in .evend dnu^ 

gan move characters, yet she wa« far ^om 

His voyce of Walla, TavyHi fairest )ovf. inheriting the capita} loetii of 

Briiitnnia's Pastorals, Book ii.Song 3. either her father or mother. Mr, 

BauNTON, Anna. This lady is Bullock died in 1724, not orach 

V^lfe Qf Mr. Brunton^ pf (^ove^t ^^T^P^^d ii^ life^ for Mr« Che^ 
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rho must have personally wife/ the Hon. Anne Wichnoure 

im, says he was then only Somerville, daughter of Lord So* 

lad to excellence. He had merville. He was born at Gibral- 

deal of natural sprightli- tar, on the 8th of June 1752, and 

lich was of advantage to was about seven years under th» 

:he stage 3 he performing tuition of the Rev; Dr. Somerville, 

nost part the same cast of author of The History of the Reign 

rs at the one house that of Queen Anne, Sec. during which 

lley Gibber supported at he attended, for the space of two 

r } which were, the fops, years, the university of Edinburgh, 

tleraen, &c. in which live- He was theft placed at Westmm- 

td eaie are most essentially ster school, where he continued 

jr. till Christmas 1?^; when he was 

iramatic pieces Mr* Bui- removed -to University College, 

behind him were seven in Oxford, and placed under the 

, and are as follow : tuition of the Right Hon. Sir Wil- 

ff^oman*s Revenge. C. liam (then Dr.) Scott, brother of 

1715. Loi:d Eldon, and now Judge of the 

b. F. 12mo. 1715. High Court of Admiralty. At 

wentures of Half an Hour, college he remained till 1773 5 

0. 1716. when he made the tour of France, 
>bier of Preston, P. 12mo. Italy, Switzerland, and part of 

Germany. On his return, he at- 

wjuroT, F. Svo. 1717* tended the courts in Westminster 

bt?iaii*5 a Riddle. C. 4to. Hall 3 and in Easter Term, 1777, 

was called to the bar by the So^ 

\e Tray tor, T. Svo. 17I8. ciety of Lincoln's Inn. On the 

> the comedy of Woman* s 19th of June, in the same year, 

?, he has been accused of he was married to the Hon. Eliza- 

ifair dealing about it, with beth Nqel, second daughter of 

:o Mr. Savage ; but that is Lord Viscount Went worth, who ' 

we shall endeavour more died in 1779> without issue. In 

explain, when we come to December 178O, he married a se- 

of that gentleman, cond wife, Ann, daughter of Col. 

rsBL, John. This author Montolieu ; by whom he has had 

•e believe, secretary to the a numerous family. In 1787, he 

Clarendon, and was created was elected to Parliament for Hel- 

at Oxford, pth of Septem- ston, in Cornwall, and was re- 

]\. He was the son of a chosen for the same place in l/^QO. 

man, of both the same In August 1/89, he was appointed 

who lived some time at one of the Under Secretaries of 

He died a bachelor, in State for the Foreign Department 5 

rish of St. Martin in the and in 1794^ a Joint- Commis- 

, Westminster, in 1669, sioner with Evan Nepean and 

written one play, called* Stephen Cotterell, Esqrs. of the 

rous Orontus ; or. Love in Privy Seal. 

1. C. 4to. 1665. On resigning, in October 1 795, 
6B8, Sir James Bland, his office of Under Secretary of 
ind LL. D. is the only son State, the King created him a 
)rge Burges> Esq. by his Baronet -, and he had also the ho* 
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soar of being appointed Knight Buft&K> Miis — -— ^ a lady cf' 

Marshal of his Majesty*8 House* Ireland^ the reputed author of 

hold for life. The fVard ojtke Castle. C.O. 

Sir James has written several 1793. Not printed, we believe, 

ingenious legal and political pro- fiuRKs, W. Of this writer we 

doctions. In the poetical line he know nothings but^tbat he is au« 

has chiefly distinguished hiniself thorof 

by TJie Birth and Triumph of Love, The Armed Briton, Play. 8vo. 

a poem; Richard the First, an 1806. 

heroic poem J in eighteen books $ Burkhead, Henry. This gen* 

and TheEamdiad, a poem (written tleman was a merchant of Bristol, 

in conjunction with Mr. Cumber- and lived in the reign of King 

land). As a dramatist. Sir James is Charles I. He seems to have been 

author of an alteration of Mnssin- a man of strong party principlesi 

ger's City Madam, under the title and wrote a play which was never 

of acted, nor probably even intended 

Bkhes. Play. 8vo. 1810. so to be, entitled. 

To tliis worthy Baronet we have Cola's Fury, T. 4to. \645. 

also heard ascribed the subject of it being the Irish 

Tricks upon Travellers, C. O. rebellion, which broke out in Oc- 

18ia N. P. tober l641. In it he has charac- 

Burgess, Mrs. This authoress, terized all the principal persons 

a shopkeeper in St. George's Street, concerned in the aflfairs of that 

Canterbury, wrote one play, se- time, under feigned names. And 

veral times acted in that city, even the second title to ihe piece, 

called viz. Lirenda's Misery, is expressive 

The Oaks } or. The Beauties of of the subject aimed at, Lireitda 

Canterbury* C. Svo. 1^80. being no more than ao anagram 

B(7R60YffE, John. This au- (which was a kind of quibble Chen 

thor was long a lieutenant-ge- much in vogue) formed from the 

neral in his Majesty's army 5 but, letters which compose the n»ne of. 

disgusted with his reception from Ireland. 

government, after his return from Burnaby, CHARLEa'. This 

America, he resigned all his mili- gentleman had a liberal edocodoau 

tary employments. The fatal bu-^ having been bred up at the uni- 

siness at Saratoga will transmit his versity, and afterwards entered a 

name to posterity ; but whether member of the Middle Temple, 

with honour or disgrace must be He wrote four plays, the names of 

left to the impartial determination which are as follow : 

of time. He married a daughter 1. The Reformed JVife, C..4to. 

of the Earl of Derby, and died l?00. 

August 4, 1792. His dramatic 2. The Lady s VisUing D^,Q. 

pieces are as follow : 4to. 1701. 

1 . The Maid of the Oaks. D.£. 3. The Modish Husband. C. 4to. 
Svo. 1774. 1702. 

2. The Lord of the Manor. C. 4. Love betrayed. C4 4to. 1703. 
O. Svo. 1781. Burnell, Henry. All we 

3. The Heiress* C. Svo. 1786* can gather in regard to this gentlc- 

4. Richard Caur de LdoHt Hist« man is, that he was a native of 
Rom* 8vo. 1786. 
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4. IrelaDidj and wrote a play which 

•: "vrsa acted with applause at the 

i theatre in Dublin^ called 

Landgartha. T. C. 4to. 1641. 
It appearsj that he had before 
this made an attenipt in the dra- 
matic way^ which had miscarried ; 
bat what the name of that former 
play wasj we caiinot trace -, nor is 
U at all improbable that it never 
9iade its appearance in print. 

Burnet, Charles, Mus. D. 
and F« R. S. was bom at Shrews- 
bmy, April 7, 1726, O. S. He 
liad part of his education at the 

- fiee-school founded by Queen 
Elizabeth in that town, and part 
2jL the public school at Chester ; in 
which city he first began his mu- 
sical studies, under Mr. £aker, a 
scholar of Dr. Blow^ then organist 
of that cathedral. About the year 
1741, he retuTQed to Shrewsbury, 
and pursued the study of music 
iinder his half-brother, Mr. James 
Bvney, a very eminent music- 
masteTj and organist of that town, 
which situation he filled fifty-four 
years, and died in 17S9, aged 80. 
In 1744, he met with Dr. Ame, 
who persuaded his friends to send 
him to London ; and he was then 
placed under that master for three 
yean. In the winter of 174^-50, 
he composed, for Drury Lane, 
t&ree musical dramas, viz. Alfred, 
by Mallet ; Robin Hood, by Men- 
doz ; and (fufien Mab. June 24, 
17^9$ ^ was honoured with the 
degree of Doctor in Music, by the 
university of Oxford. He has pub- 
lished The. present State of Mu- 
sic, in France, Italy, the Nether^ 
lands, Holland, and Germany, His 
principal literary productions, how- 
ever, are, A General Histwy of 
Music, in 4 vols. 4to. ; An Account 
of the Musical Performances in 
Commemoration of Handel', ^and 
M^mtars of Metastam, He has 
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likewise given the public a trans- 
lation of one dramatic piece, from 
the French of Rousseau, called 

The Cunning Man, M. £. Syo» 
1766, 

It gives us pleasure to say, that 
this venerable character is now 
enjoying excellent health and spi- 
rits, at the age of S5, as organist 
of the Royal Hospital of Chelsea. 
We may add, to his honour, that 
he is father of Dr. Charles Bumey, 
of Greenwich (|)erhaps tiie ablest 
Greek scholar in Europe), and of 
Madame D*Arblay. See D'Aa* 

BLAY. 

RuRRELL, Lady Sophia, was 
daughter of Sir Charles Raymond, 
Rart. of Valentines, Essex. She 
married, in 17/3, with a fortune 
of J 00,000/. Sir William Burrell, 
who died 179^j and by whom she 
had two sons and two daughters. 
After his death, she married. May 
23, 1797, the Rev. William Clay, 
second son of the then late Rich- 
ard Augustus Clay, Esq. of South- 
well, Nottinghamshire. Her Lady- 
ship died at West Cowes, in the 
Isle of Wight, June 20, 1802 ; 
having published, in 1793, two 
8vo. vols, of poems, including, 

1. Comala, D. P. 

in 1794, The Thymbriad, and 7V- 
lemachiis, poems ; and subsequent 
to these, 

2. Maximian, Trag. 8vo. 1 800. 

3. Tiieodora, Trag. 8vo. ISOO. 
RtruROuoHBS, Mr. Of this 

author we pan give no account, 
but that his name appears in the 
book of the Stationers* Company, 
4th of Sept. 1646, as the author 
of one play, which was never 
printed, called 

The Fatal Friendship, 

RuRTON, pHiLirpiNA, was an 
actress, one if not two seasons, at 
the Theatre in the Haymarket; 
and produced one play^ acted the 
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27th of Ai^ril 1770, for her own The mode and place of his edoca« |j, 

benefit^ with very little success^ tion are unknown ; the events of 

though as much as it deserved, his life are variously related s nd * 

called all that can be told with certainty 

Fashion displayed, C. N. P. is, that he was poor ! — Aiaaog 

BusHB, Amtas, A.M. F.R.S. other papers in his commcmplaoe 

Of this gentleman we know no- book was found 
thing more than that he is the au- Nero, Trag. Unfinished, 
thor of one dramatic piece, not Butt, Gborgb, D. D. was 

intended for the stage, entitled, born at Lichfield, December 76, 

Socrates* Drana. Foem. 4to. 1741, and received the rudiroenli 

17S8. ' of his education in the grammar* 

Butler, Samuel, was bom school at Stafford 5 from thence 

at Strensham, in Worcestershire, he was sent to Westminster school, 

1612. He lived some time, though where he distinguished himself by 

it is not known in what capacity, his poetical compositions, and his 

with Sir Samuel Luke, a gentle- public speaking, and at length be- 

man of an ancient family in Bed- came captain of the school. From 

fordshire,and'a famous commander Westminster he was, in 176O, 

under Oliver Cromwell. While he chosen student of Christ Churchy 

resided in this gentleman's family, Oxford. In 1765 he was ordain- 

it is generally supposed that he ed deacon, and appointed curate 

plann^, if he did not write, the of Leigh, in Staffordshire. In 

celebrated //iu^Aroj ; under which 1771> he was presented; by Sir 

character it is thought he intended Edward Winnington, of Stanford 

to ridicule that knight. When Court, Worcestershire (to whose 

this poem became known, it was son he had been long tutor), to 

necessarily admired : the King the rectory of Stanford, and the 

quoted, the courtiers studied, and vicarage of Clifton, in Worcest^- 

the whole party of the royalists shire. Here, besides composing 

applauded it. Every eye watched many excellent poems and ser- 

for the golden shower which waa mon^, he exercised his genius in 

to fall upon the author. But dramatic composition. In 1777> 

praise was his whole re\vard. It he proposed to bring on the stage 

is reported, indeed, that the King a tragedy which he had written^ 

ence gave him three hundred gui- called 
neas; but ofthis temporary bounty Timoleon; 

we find no proof. He died Sept. but, by the opinion of Mr. Gar* 

25, I68O, and was buried at the rick, it was not put into perform* 

private expense of a Mr. Longue- ance. In the year 1778, the 

ville, of the Temple, in the Bishop of Bristol presented Dr. 

churchyard of Covent Garden. Butt with the living of New- 

About sixty years afterwards, Mr. church, in the Isle of Wight ; 

Barber, a printer, lord mayor of which, in 1783, he exchanged 

London, and a friend to Butler's for that of Notgrove, in Glouces- 

principles, bestowed on him a roo- tershire. In the same year he was 

nument in Ayestminster Abbey. In appointed one of the chaplains in 

the mist of obscurity passed the ordinary to His Majesty. In I787« 

life qf Butler, a man whose name he was presented to the valuable 

aan only perish with his language* vicarag» of Kadderminsterj wher« 
4 
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V9S attacked by a stroke of the 
f.^ on the 30th of June 1795. 
was brought home to his fa- 
' at Stanford, and died there 
he 30th of September^ in the 
3 year. His sermons display 
le originality of conception^ 
lexbaustible richnessf of ideas^ 
an animated flow of words, 
lis poetry he seems to have 
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taken Milton and Dryden for his 
models. 

Bterlbt^ John Scott. A' 
native of Rippon, of this name 
(who has written two or three 
novels^ compiled a volume of ama- 
tory poemsj and translated Ma- 
chiavel's PrimeJ, published^ nhdcr 
the name of Jotin &olt Ripon^ 

Buonaparte, Drain. 8vo. 1803. 
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F. These two letters are pre- 
to a comedy^ -entitled, 
\e Two Merry Milkmaids, 4to. 

'I 

'* I cannot (says Mr. Baker) 

her from these letters, from 

i date, or from any other cir- 

cnstance belonging to this 

ce, attribute it to any known 

Jior."»^-We would submit, 

mere probable conjecture, 

her these initials might not 

John Cooke, author of 

I's Tu Quoque ? 

J. The same letters are sub- 

d to the dedication of 

e Modem Receipt, C» 12mo. 

I ■ 

R. These letters st^nd in 
tie-page to a translation of a 
play, written by R. Ruggles, 
5d, 

oramus. C. 

itcd by R. C. who is there 
> have been some time mas- 
arts in Magdalen College, in 
d ; and which letters Coxeter, 
lis. note, explains to stand 
>bert Codrington. 
5 writers, however, have 
a strange jumble of errors in 
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regard to this translator and tjie 
duthor of an historical play, called 
Alphonsus, King ^ Arragpn, ^ 
Langbaine and Gtldon havinj^ 
equally run into the error of ascrib- 
ing both these plays to die same 
author -, with this only difference^ 
that the firsf has distinguished his 
name by the letters R. C. and.thp 
latter by those of R. G. But.as' 
the date of publication of thdse 
two pieces has a difference of uj)- 
wards of sixty years, Alpkohsus be- 
ing published iii ISgQi and I^nora-^ 
mils, not till 1662, it is not very" 
probable that they should both be 
the work of one person. We liave 
therefore thought it most reason- 
able to follow the authority of" 
Langbaine, as explained by Coxe- . 
ter, for the translator of the latter; 
and that of Gildon, with which' 
Jacob likewise acquiesces, for the 
author of the former. 

Calfhill, James, a native of 
Shropshire. He was admitted at. 
Oxford 1545, student of Christ 
Church 1548, A. M 1552, second 
canon of Christ Church 1^60, 
D-.D. dean of Bocking, and arch^'/ 
deacon of Colchestev, vcAwsa\\j-' 
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nated to the see of Worcester, 
1570, but died before consecra- 
tion. He wrote 

Progne, a tragedy, in Latin, 
1566; but whether it was ever 
printed is not known. He was 
also, the author of, 1. A Latin ^ , 

Poem on the Death of the Sons of He was deputy-inspector of plays. 
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the Duke of Grafton he observes, 
that his father and the grandfather 
of his Grace were frienas 5 and to 
the patronage of the deceased no- 
bleman he owed the leisure which 
enabled him to bestow the atten- 
tion of twenty years on that work. 



t^e Duke of Suffolk, of the Sweat- 
ing Sickness, 155 1 . 2. "^Querela 
♦' Oxon. Acad, ad Cantabrigiam, 
«^ 1552," 4to. 3. '' Hist de Ex- 
" humationeCatharinanuperUx- 

" oris Pet. Martyris>. 1562," 4to. 
He died in 1570. Ant. Wood 
says, that *^ he was in his younger 
< ' days a noted poet and comedian 5 
'* and in his elder, an exact dispu- 
*' tant, and hiad an excellent &- 
'^ culty in speaking and preach- 
" ing." 

CA9f£ELL> Mr. In Mear8*8 
Catalogue this name is put to a 
play^ which.we believe was never 
printed, entitled 

Tlie Raver reclaimed} or. The 
Man of Mode a Coxcomb. C. 

Campion, Thomas, was a phy- 
sician in the reign of Kine James 
the First, and was the autbor of, 

1. A^Mask, presented at White" 
kail on Twelfth Night, on the Mar* 
riage of Lord Hayes and theDaugh* 
ter and Heir of Lord Denny, 4to. 
1607. 

2. Entertainment given ly Lord 
Knowles, at Cawsome House, near 
Reading, to Queen Anne, in her 
Progress to the Rath. 4to. I6l3. 

3. A Mask, presented at IVhite" 
hall on St. Stephen's Night, on the 
Marriage of the Earl of Somerset 
and Lmy Frances Howard, 4to. 
1614. 

Capill, Edward. This gen 



a situation of some profit, aod 
died Feb. 24, 178I. <He (with 
the assistance of Mr. Garrick) al« 
tered one play from Shakspeare, 
which was performed at Drury 
Lane, viz. ',. 

Antony and Cleopatra, Hist. 
Play. 8vo. 1758. 

Since his death, his School rf 
Shakspeare has been published, in 
three vols. 4to. 1783. 

Carew, Ladt Elizabbtb. 
This lady flourished ip the reign of 
King James I. and must have beeo 
of distinction in her time; but 
from what family she was descend- 
ed, or what part of the kingdom 
claimed the honour of ber birth, 
we have not been able to discover. 
We find, however, some of ber 
contemporaries dedicating tbdr 
works to her 3 and she herself has 
written one dramatic piece^ en- 
titled 

Mariam, the fair Queen of Jewry, 
Trag. 4to. 1613. 
Oldys, however, in his MS. notes 
on Langbaine, supposes her name 
should be spelt Gary, and thsU she 
was the wife of Sir Henry Gary. 
Carew, Thomas. Tlits gen- 
tleman was descended from a very 
ancient and honourable family of 
the name, whose establishment 
had long been in the coimty of 
Devon. He flourished in the reign 
of King Charles L and was bn>- 



tleroan appears to have been of ther to Matthew Carew, who, in 

the county of Suffolk, and received the tinae of the rebellion, appeared 

his education at the school of Bury to have been very strongly at* 

St. Edmonds. In the dedication tached to the cause of that unfor- 

of his edition of Shakspeare to tunate prince. Our author re- 
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d the rudiments of his edu« 
3 in Corpus Cbristi College/ 
bridge; but it does not ap» 
that he either took any de«- 
there, or was even matricu- 
ai a member. Afterwards^ 
ver^ having greatly improved 
df by travelling abroad, and 
e conversation of ingenious 
at boi&e, he acquired a great 
ation for his wit and poetical 
iesi which being taken notice 
court, he was made a gen- 
ii of the privy chamber^ and 
* in ordinary to the King, with 
1 he stood very high in fa* 
insomuch that to the last he 
ned him as one of the most 
nng wits about his court : 
10 favourable an opinion did 
tertain of his abilities in that 
;t, that it was by His Ma« 
I peculiar command that he 
took the only dramatic piece 
•pears to have written, and 
I is entitled 

lumBriiannicum. A Masque. 
634. 

a reference to which cir- 
aoce he has prefixed to it the 
ing modest distich : 

Mft mgenium ; Casar ted jussit ; 
iaMo: 

MU posse negentf posse quod ilU 
putatf* 

d Clarendon observes, thai 
iras a person of a pleasant 
facetious wit, and made 
\y poems ^especially in the 
>rons way), which, for the 
pness of the faacy, and the 
ancy of the language in 
cb that fancy was spread^ 
t at leiast equal, if not su- 
>r, to any at that time : but 
gtory was, that, after fifty 
8 of bis Ufie« sp^nt with less 
rity or exactnels than it 
i| to have beep, he died 
I die greatest remorse for 
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'' that license, and with the great* 
*' est manifesution of Christianity 
'^ that his best friends could de- 
'* sire." 

He was veiy much esteemed 
and respected by his contemporary 
poets, particularly by Ben Jonson : 
yet, from a stanza relating to him 
in Sir John Suckling*s Session qf 
the Poets, he appears to have been 
thought a studied laborious writer; 
for, though that gentleman was his 
friend, and had much kindness for 
him, yet he could not help cha* 
racterizing him as follows : 

" Tom Cariw wis nozt, bat he had a 

&alt 
** That would not well stand with a 

Umreat ; 
** His Muse was hide-bound, and the 

issue of 's brain 
*< Was seldom brought forth bat with 

trouble and pain.** 



Of this author, however, we 
agree in opinion with Mr. Head- 
ley; '' Sprightly, polished, and 
*' perspicuous, every part of his 
*' works displays the man of sense, 
^' gallantry, and breeding; indeed 
*' many of his productions have a 
^* certain happy finish, and betray 
'^ a dexterity both of thought and 
*' expression, much superior to any 
*' thing of his contemporaries, 
** and, on similar subjects, rarely 
'* surpassed by his successors. Ca« 
*' rew has the ease without the 
" pedantry of Waller, and perhaps 
*' less conceit. He reminds us of 
** the best manner of Lord hyt* 
** teltOQ. Waller is too exclu- 
sively considered as the first 
man who brought versification 
to any thing like its present 
^* standard. &rew*s pretensions 
'^ to the same merit are seldom 
*' sufficiently either considered or 
'^ allowed. Though love had long 
" before softened us into civility, 
** yet it was of a formal, it>stenta« 
o2 
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" fious, and romantic cast j and, 
•* with a vei^' few exceptions, its 
*' effects «t)on composition were 
*' similar to those on manners. 
" Something more light, linaffect- 
" ed, and allurinJ^J was still, want- 
<* ingj in every thing bat sincerity 
" of intention it was deficient. 
*' Panegyric, declamatory and nau- 
♦* seou^, \Vas rated by those to 
'* \trhoth addressed, on the prin- 
" ciple of Rabens*« taste for 
*' beatfty, by its' Quantity, not its 
•* elegance. Satire, dealing in rah- 
^* cour rather than reproof, was 
* ' more inclined to lash than to laugh 
*' us out of our vices } and near- 
** ly counteracted her intentions 
** by her want of good mariners. 
«* Care\C and Waller jointly began 
*' to remedy these defects. In 
'Mhera, gallantry, for the < first 
'' time, was accompanied by the 
*' grfecej^ thtifnlsbnicnesrofpane- 
" ^Tii forgot in its gentility; and 
*' thte^edgeof satire renderi^ keen- 
*' e^ in proportion: x» its smooth- 
*' irt^s." 

In Lloyd's Worthies, Care^ is 
called- " elaborate and accurate." 
Hbwever' the fact might- be, the 
internal e\'ldence of his poems 
says no such thing. Hume has 
properly remarked, that Wal- 
ler's pieces " aspire not to the 
** sublime, still less to the pathe- 
" tic.** Carew, in his beautiful 
Masque, has given instaHces of the 
former; and, in his Epitaph on 
Lady Miry Villiers, eminently of 
the latteV. 

Phillips says of Carew, that '^ he 
**^ was reckoned among the chief- 
'' est of his time for delicacy of 
*' wit and poetic fancy j by the 
*' strength * of which hitf extant 
*' poems still maintain their' fame 
*' amidst the curious of the present 
*' age." 
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He appears to have died in thf 
year I639. 

Carb-x, HENiiY,= was' the ille- 
gitimate son of Gieorge. Savill;, 
Marquis of Halifax ; frorn wb6m 
and from his family hi^ receiveil a' 
handsome annuity to the time 
of his death. It is ^id there ^'eire 
private reafeohs why he did ndt ife- ' 
tain the name of Savtle hiiiself, 
though he aniiekdd it to the Chris- 
tian names of all the tiSleXk part of 
his owri fkmily. He was a rtnisi- 
cian bf prbfbssioii, and dne. of thiir 
lower 6rder of poets : his fil^t p# 
ceptor in music was Olatis We^- 
einson Linhett, a German; lie 
received flirthfer" infetriictibris frorii 
Roseingrave 5 atid, lastly, Was* 
in some sort a disciple of Geniini- 
ani. Being but slenderly accoih- 
plished in his 'art, his chief em* 
pl'oyment was teach iii^ at bdiaM^ 
ing-schbols, and ' amofig pe'dpI6 of 
middling rank in privlate families^ 
Though, he had but little skill izi 
music, be had 'a prolific itiyendoii, 
and very early in his Ijfe distin- 
guished himself by the conipdsitioh 
of songs, being the author both of 
the words and the music. Ontf 
of these, beginning ** Of all the 
'* girls that are so smart,** Is said 
to have pleased Mr. Addisop s6 
'much, that he more than ooco 
vouchsafed to commend it. Bat 
the most successfiil eflfdrt lA his' 
art was the celebrated popular 
song of *' God save great George 
" our King," of which b6th the 
words and melody were by him j 
the bass being the composition of 
Mr. John Smith. This was in- 
tended as part of a birth-day ode. 
He was also the principal prqjectot 
of the fund for decayed muslciand> 
their widows and children. 

However deficient Carey mi^ht . 
be in genius in his profesiliot)^ be 
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W^ a ibrtunate writer ap^, com- 
poser for th^ 8tage« The dramatic 
pieces whicli he produced were 
^^erally successful^ aud some of 
.Upifem are still favourably received 
■ by the public. .He was a man 
W^o possessed a good deal, of low 
i^umour; and his poem called 
J^cmhy. Pamlyy in ridicule of Aoj- 
l^ose Philips^ was honoured by the 
approbation of .Mr. Pope^ whose 
senUm^nts concerning it were 

Ujitioned ip terms of exultation 
thje author several years before 
deajtJ^. 

As the qualities that Carey was 
l^dowed with were such as ren- 
.4ered liim an entertaining com- 
. pai^ijon> it is no wonder he should 
bp^ as he frequ^ni^y.was« in straits. 
IJE9 therefor^^ in his di^culties^ 
• h^ recourse to his friends^ whose 
Is^om^y he eKp^rjemced 14 sub- 
scripti^ons for tjbye. works which l\e 
ifoffx time to timq published, and 
9t \i^nsSx% ft t^je tb/eatre^ where l\e 
once^ ijf , npjt oftener, 9ppea)red on 
iik^ sf^e, Hq w^, bowevj^, stijl 
i^happy« though the cause pf it is 
not certalply known. It has beep 
fuggest^ by some to have been 
occasioned l^y the malevolence Qf 
tiio^ of ills own profession; by 
others^ by ^ofnestip uneasiness; 
and some ascribe it chiefly to his 
emb^rxass^ circuneistances. To 
whateTer it wa§ owing, his ca- 
ta8tro]^e was wbcking. In a fit 
of despair, he laid violent hands 
upon himself, on the 4Ui of Oc- 
tol;;MBr 1743, at his house in War- 
n^r Street, Coldbath Fields ; anc), 
by means of a halter, put a period 
to a life which had been led with- 
out reproach. 

*' As a musician (Sir Jobii.Haw- 
'' kins observes) Carey seems to 
«* have been of.U^e ^rst of the 
'^ lowest rank ; and as a poet, the 
^' last of that class of winch Durfey 
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*' was the first j with this differ- 
" ence, that in all the songs and 
" poems written by hiiji on wine, 
" love, and such kinds of subjects, 
*' he seems to have manifested an 
*' inviolable regard for decency 
. " and good-mj^miers.'* 

He wrote, 

i . Hanging and Marriage ; or. 
The Dead ^MqLu's Wedding. Farce. 
12mo. 1722. 

2. Tlie Contrivofices. E. 12mo. 
1715, 

3. jimelia, O. 8vo. 1732. 

4. Teraminta, O. 8vo. 1732. 

5. Ohrononkotonthologas,, B.T. 
8vo. 1734, 

6. The Wonder! An Honesi 
Yorkshireman. Eal.Qp. 8vo.l736. 

7. Tlie Dragon oJlVantley, Bur- 
lesque Op. 8vo. 1737- . 

8. Margery ; or, A worse Plague 
than the. Dragon. Burlesque Op. 
8vo. 1733. 

9. Beiiyi or. The Country Bump' 
kins^ .B..F. 1739. N.P. 

10.; Nancy-, or, T/w J^axting 
Lovers. M. 1. 8vo. 1739. [Af- 
terwards brought out under the ' 
title of The Pre^s-Gung.l 

AU . these, except No. 1 and 
No. 9, were published by sub- 
scription in a 4to. vplume, I743« 
dedicated to the Countess of Dal- 
keith. But in this coUectiog, 
No. 8, instead of Margery, is en- 
titled The Drageness. 
. . Whincqp says be yfvotfi. ^ ferco 
called 

The Wife well maisufged. , 

We believe this is copf9unded 
with one of the same name by 
..Mrs. Centlivre. 

Carry, Henry Ly.c^uj^, Losu 
YiseouKT Falkland. This Jearn- 
,ed nobleman, whom wq find so 
justly celebrated by Mr. .Cowley, 
was the only son .of Sir Lucius 
Carey, the great Lord Falkland, 
who died gloriously in. Uv^ ^^^V^ ^ 

9Z 
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honour^ and in the support of his Caxey, GBomos Sat|i>» iM$ 

King» at the famous battle of a posthumous son of Henrjr Ctrej^ 

Newbuiy^ Sept. 20, l643. His of whom an account is given ia 

mother^s name was Lettice, a the last article but one. The pich 

daughter of Sir Richard Morrison, sent writer appears to have inbe* 

In what year he was bom we have rited a large portion of his frtber*s 

not been able to trace, but find misfortunes. He was intended 

him to have married Margaret, for a printer; but, like maoj 

daughter of Anthony Hungerford, others of that profession, he coo- 

Esq. and that he died in 1663. ceived a pepchant for the atag^. 

He seems to have inherited the which he attempted early in \tS^ 

virtues of his father, having ren* but without fixperiencing foBr 

dered himself eminent and very cient success to induce a pene* 

greatly respected both at court, verance in theatrical pursniti. H^ 

in the senate, and in his county, talents, and musical taate, how* 

Oxfordshire, of which he was lord- ever, were such as might hsve 

lieutenant, not only for his ex- raised him to eminence, bad lie 

traordinary parts, but also for his cultivated them with diligence, or 



l^eroic spirit. Langbaine tells us, had he not been obliged ** to ^ 

that he was cut off in the prime *' vide for the day that was pM* 

of his years (which indeed he must " ing over him/' At the period 

have been, his father having been of his death, which happened 



BO more than thirty-four years of July 14, 1807, ht had 

age when he was killed, and this himself upwards of forty veifs in 

son surviving him only by twenty the character of a public kctarer. 

years), and that he was as much He was the literary parent of t 

missed and regretted when dead, vast number of lytic composttions; 

as he had been beloved and re- the whole of which are calcobited 

apected while living. He left one to awaken patriotic, generooa, tM 

play behind him, which, although lively emotions. He was in his 

it contains a great deal of true sixty^fourth year; imd, perhaps, 

wit and satire, yet it seems du- his death was fortunate* He hadi 

bious whether it was ever repre- announced an Entertainment to be 

aented or not, as the date of its exhibited for the evening on which 

publication is subsequent to that he died; but a paralytic stroke 



of its author's death. It is en- silenced for ever that voice 

titled had so often excited the warroeit 

The Marriage Night. T. 4to. feelings of approbatioo. llie in- 

1664. firmities of age had for some time 

Mr. Walpole relates the follow- been gathering upon him ; and, if 

ing anecdote of this nobleman; he had lived much longer, it n 

that being '' brought early into probable that he could not hsvb 

** the House of Commons, and a subsisted by his talents, but most 

'' grave senator objecting to his have sunk into one of the commoh 

''youth, and to his not looking asylums of misfortune; as, like 

'' as if he had sowed his wild oats; his father, he didd pennylefts, and 

"he replied with great quick- was buried by a subscription among 

** ness, ' Then I am come to the his friends. He Vas one season, 

" properest (^ace, where are so at least, on the ^age ' at Coveht 

" many geese to pick them up*.** Garden, belt made nti figmt as ii 
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player, althotigh his powers of plause. Their titles are as fol-* 

imitation were very considerable, low : 

He is the author of the following 1. Deserving Favourite, T. C. 

dramatic performances : 4to. 1629. 

l.Thelnoculator. C. 8vo.l 766. 2. Jrviragus and Pkilicia. T. C. 

2. The Cottagers, O. 8vo.l766\ in two Parts. l3mo. 1639. 

3. IMerty chastised', ox, Patriot' 3, Passionate Lovers, T. C. in 
ism in'Chatns. T. C. P. F. Svo. two Parts. 4to. 1655. 

1768. 4. Fool would be a Favourite. 

4. Shakspeara*s Jubilee, M. Svo. T. C. Svo. 1657. 

1759. 5. Osmond the Great Turk. T. 

5. The Old Women weathertvise. Svo. 1657. 

Int. Svo. 1770. 6. HeracUus. T. 4to. \664. 

6. The Magic Girdle. Burl. 4to. 7- Spartan Ladies. Com. Not 
1770. printed. 

7. The Nuthrown Mead, C. O. The first six of these plays only, 
12mo. 1770. in general, are ascribed to this au- 

8. Noble Pedlar, Burl. 4to.] 770. thor ; as to the last-mentioned one, 

9. The Dupes of Fancy, F. Svo. it is named only in a catalc^e at 
1 792. the end of an edition of Middleton's 

This child of genius, and of More Dissemblers besides Women, 

hereditary misfortune, was also But Winstanley, who has omitted 

the author o£ Analects in Prose and the HeracUus, which undoubtedly 

f^se, chiefly dramatical, satirical, was Mr. Carleli*s, has as errone- 

aod pastoral, in 2 vols. 1771 ; A ously attributed to him a tragedy;' 

Lecture on Mimicry, as it was de- written by Dr. Lodge, entitled 
livered, with great applause, at the Marvus and Sylla (i.e. The 

theatres in Cedent Garden and the Wotmds of Civil War), 
Haymarket, &c. 1776$ A Rural Carlile, James, was a native 

Ramble, to which is annexed a of Lancashire, and, in the earlier 

Poetical Tag, or Rrighthelmstone parts of his life, followed the pro* 

Guide,\nl7777 stnd Balnea i be- fession of a player ^ but after- 

mg sketches of the different water- wards, preferring the active stage 

ing-places in England, in 1799* o^ ^^ real world to the feigned ' 

He wrote bendes a great variety affairs of the theatrical one, and 

of songs; in which, like bis fa- choosing rather to be, than toper." 

tber too, he never once trespassed sonate, a hero, he quitted that em- 

on decency and good-manners. ployment, and took up arms in ^ 

Cahlbll^ Lodowick. This the defence of his country's reli- * 

gentleman was a courtier, who gion and liberties, in the Irish wars, 

lived in the reigns both of King under King William III. to which 

Charl^ the First and Second, glorious cause he resigned himself 

He bad various places at court, a willing sacrifice, dying in the bed 

being gentleman of the bows to of honour, at the famous battle of 

King Charles L groom of the Aughrim, on the llth of July 

King's and Queen's privy cham- 1^1. He left behind him one 

ber, and served the Queen Mother dramatic piece, which had been 

many years, lie wrote several well received, entitled 
dramatic pieces, most of which The. Forti/^e Hunters, C. 4io, 

were acted with considerable ap- IGSQ^ 

. 9^ . 
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Carlisle, £arloV. See How- *^ travelled, in his raw, greiene, 
AKD, Frederic. ^^ and ignorant Yeares, beyond the 

Carpenter, Richard. This '' Seas- $ and studied in Flanders* | 
author was bom about the begin- ** Artois, France, Spain, Italy, and 
ning of King Janies I.*s reign, '* at length received Orders in Rome 
and. lived till towards the end of *' by the Hands of the Pope's Sub- 
Charles II.*s, being alive at Ayles- '' stitute : and was sent by the 
bury, in Bucks, in I670. He re-' " Pope into England to 4)ervert 
ceived his first rudiments of edu- " Soules, where he preached and 
cation at £ton School, from whence *' laboured, in that perverse Way, 
he was removed to Cambridge, and " the Space of a Yeare, and ,up- 
was elected a scholar of King's '^ wards : and is now at last, by 
College iu that university, anno "nhe speciall Favour of God, re- 
1623. Here he stayed two or three ^* conciled to the faire Church of 
years; after which he not only '^ Christ in England," 8vo.'1642} 
quitted that, but also his country containing many curious anec- 
and friends, went abroad, and dotes of himself and the Roman 
studied In Flanders, France, Spain,' Catholics. On his return to Eng- 
and Jtaly, and at length took or- land, he again became a Frotest-> 
ders in the Romish church from ant ; but revolted once malre be« 
the hands of the Pope's substitute fore his death to popery, in wbicb 
at Rome, and, becoming a monk persuasion he diedi^ Antfa.iWodd, 
of the Benedictine order, was soon who was personally acquainted with 
after sent into England, in order him, says of him, " that be wai 
to gain proselytes* Btit he had ^' a fantastical man, that changel 
scarcely been a year and a half in '' his' mind with his clothes ; and 
this employment before he re- ** that for his juggles and tricks id 
turned to the Protestant religion, *' matters of religion he wiis es- 
and accepted of the vicarage of ^' teemed a theological mpvnte- 
(oling, near Arundel Castle, in *' bank." And indeed the accoont 
Sussex, on which account he re- already given of his leaving both 
ceived matiy affronts from the Ro- country and religion, of Sis ' re- 
mish priests who resided in these turning to them both, dnd again 
parts ; notwithstanding which, in forsaking them, sefems- perfectly 
the time of the civil war, he went to justify that character of him. 
over to Paris, and there com-. (Se^ Athen. Oxofiienses, voh i. 
xnenced a railer asainst the Pro- p. 439.) 

testantSi On bis first conversion ' He has raor^ver left behind 
from popwy, he published, by or- him one dramatic piece, which, 
der of the House of Commons, a from its very title, conveys to ns 
yolume entitled'' Experience, His- an idea of its having been written 
*/ toHe,andDivinitie. Divided into by one who, if not an enthn^t, 
'^fiveBoo)cs. Written by Richard must at least have beeb a \min 
" Carpenter, Vicar of Poling, a controvertist in religion, since he 
*' small and obscure Village by the could be induced to make yncli 
*' Sea-side, neere to Arundel, ifl controversy the basis of a wprk^ 
f' Sussex; who being first a Scholaf which, notwithstanding the'pro- 
'^ of Eaton College, and afterwards, priety of blending iiistmctibn with 
** a Student in Cambridge, forsooke amusement in the fuperAructorej; 
'* the University, and imm<^M^ly is ever expec|^ to have it» found* 
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ia the latter. 



It is 



ation laid 
Called • 

2"he Pragmatical Jesuit new lea- 
vened. C. 4jo. N. D. 
, and is said in' the title-page to be a 
play lending to morality and vir- 
tue. To Ibis conaedy Lis picture 
is prefixed, in a lay habit 5 where- 
as before another work, published 
by hi no, he is represented as a 
formal clergyman, and with a very 
grave and moriilied countenance. 

Carr, Rev. Dr. John. This 
author deservedly acquired great 
reputation as master of the school 
at Hertford, and by a happy trans- 
lation of Lucian. He UKewise 
published several poems and other 
pieces, and was said to be the 
writer of one play, viz. 

Epponina. D. E. 8vo. 1765, 
He died July 6, I8O7, aged 76. 

Carr, Robert, whfle at West- 
minster School, joined with Sa- 
muel Hayes in writing one play> 
c^Ued 

Eugema. T. 8vo. 1766, 

Carr, Sir J ohn, Knt. was bred 



this vfo/k 
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ems, claims a place in 
as autl^or of ? 

The Seaside Hero, D. Svo. 
1804. 

' Carr, — . This writer, a 
performer in the York and Hull 
company, is the author of, 

i. iSt. Margaret's Cave. Play. 
1805. N. P. 

2. The Towers of Urbandine, 
Play. Not printed. 

Carter, J. Of this .person 
we can learn Bothing, but that he 
wrote 

Alberta, T. 8vo. 1787. 

Cartwri6ht, George. Of 

> 

this gentleman we know no more 
than that he lived at Fulham, 
and has obliged the world with one 
play, entitled 

The Heroic Lover, Trag. 8vo. 
1661. 

Langbaine has omitted any men- 
tion of this piece or its autl^on 

CartwrighTjWilliam. There 
is some degree of contest among th^ 
biographers concerning the place 
of this authors nativity, and the 
to the law ; but a delicate state of naine of his father 5 Lloyd," m his 
health obliged him to relinquish Memoirs, declaring him to \^e tlie 
the profession, and to have re- son of Thomas Cart wright, of .Bur- 
course to travel. This at oncel ford, in Oxfordshire, and 'bora 
tended to strengthen his constitu- Aug. 16, l6l5. Whereas Wood, 
tion, and enlarge his knowledge in his Athen, Oxon, (which, we 



of the world. Being a man of 
observation and research, he turn- 
ed his time to account, by records 
ibg the occurrences of his several 
tours, in France, Holland, Ger- 
many, Sweden, Ireland, &c. and 
aflerwards giving them to the pub- 
lic, in several v(3ames, which dis- 
play, in a style of agreeable vivacity 



must confess, we take to be the 
better authority), tells us, that 
he wss bora at North way, near 
Tewksbury, in Gloucestershire, 10 
September 1611, and that his fa- 
ther's name was Willian^; 'an4 
adds, that the father, having disf 
sipated a fair inheritance he ^ne\^ 
not how, was at last reduced to 



mueh ^ood-nature, liberality, and turn innkeeper at Cirencester. By 
benevolence. JJh Stranger in Ire- this way of life, howevet", it is 



land, we believe, procured hini 
the honour of knighthood jfrom the 
Lord Litfutenarit. Sir John, be- 
sidefi Moving pul^lished several p6- 



probable he healed his broke;^ 
fortune, as we find him afterward^ 
t)estowing a liberal educatidii pn 
his sbh^ who beipg a lad of a prp; 
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mlsing genius^ he procured him liest account of his births he could 
first to be initiated into learning but have entered into his thirty- 
hy Mr. Topp, master of the free*- third year (and the publisher of 
school at Cirencester : from thence his poems says, as Wood also im* 
he was removed to Westminster, plies, that he died at thirty), he 
as a King*s scholar, and studied was most universally lamented; 
under the learned Dr. Osbaldiston ; and even the King and Queen, who 
from thence, in 1()28, he went to werethen at O&ford, showed much 
t)ie university of Oxford, where anxiety during his illness, and 
he was chosen a student of Christ- Were greatly afflicted at his death, 
church, and placed under the care The character given of him by 
of Mr. Tarrent. Here he pur- the writers of his time b almost 
sued his studies with unwearied beyond belief. Ben Jonson, who 
diligence and rapidity, went through gave him the title of his son, Ta- 
the classes of logic and philosophy, lued him so highly, that he said of 
took the degrees of bachelor and him. My son Cartwright wriies 
master of arts, entered into holy a// Uke a man. The editor of his 
orders, in which he soon became works applies to him the saying of 
eminent for his preaching, and was Aristotle concerning iElschron the 
made metaphysical reader, in the poet, ikat he could not tell what 
room of Mr. Thomas Barlow, of ^schron could not do. Lang- 
Queen's College, who afterwards baine says of him, that *^ he was 
became Bishop . of Lincoln. In " extremely remarkable both for 
this office also he acquired great " his outward and inward endow- 
reputation, both for his literary '' ments ; his body being as hand- 
knowjedge and his oratorical en- '^ some as his soul. He was an 
dowments. '* expert linguist, understanding 

Ip 1642, be was promoted to the *' not only Greek and Latin> bat 

place of succentor to the cathedral " French and Italian, as perfectly 

of Salisbury ', and on the 12th of '* as his mother-tongue. He was 

Apnl 1643, was elected jutiior ** aq excellent orator, and yet an 

proctor of the university. Yet, as *' admirable poet ; a quality which 

if he had in so short a period run ** Cicero with all his pains could 

the fiiU race of learning, knd reach- ^' not attain to ; nor was Aristotle 

ed the goal of perfection, beyond *' less known to him than Cicero 

which he could go no further, he ** and Virgil." 
was' taken out of this world on the In a word, he was of so sweet 

'Sptb of November following, 1643, a disposition, and so replete with 

by a malignant f^ver which then all virtues, that he was beloved 

reigned at Oxford, was known by of all learned men that; knew 

the name of the camp disease^ and him, and admired by all strangers* 

was fatal to numbers besides. And when, after his death, his 

No man perhaps ever acquired plays and poems were published 

an earlier fame tnan this amiable together, Svo. ids 1, we find them 

youth, or, leaving the world at a accompanied by above fifty copies 

time of life when men in general of verses, written by the most 

begin but to be known, had ob- eminent wits of the univern^ ; 

tained so universal a homage to his every one beiiig desirous to appear 

memory from his contemporaries: in the number of his friends, and 

for though^ according to the eaN to give public testimony to the 
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world of the value they had for 
bis memory. John Leigh» Esq. 
addressing Cartwrigbt*s bookseller 
(Mr. Mosely)^ says, after havipg 
comroeuded many other poets 
whose works Mr. M. had pub- 
lishedj 

*' Bat) after all, tbou bring'st up in the 

reajr 
*5 One that fills every eye, and every ear, 
f* Cartwright, rare Cartyvright, to whom 

ail must bow, 
^* That was best preacher, and best poet 

poo; 
** Whose learned fancy never was at rest, 
ff But always labourtng,yet laboured least: 
'* His wit *s immortal, and shall honour 

have, 
« Whilje there 's or slavish lord, or Royal 

Stover 

It is impossible, however, to 
close his character with any thing 
stronger or more concise than the 
mention made of him by the 
learned and pious Dr. Fell, Bishop 
of Oxford, who said of him, 
** Cariwright was the utmost man 
" amid come to.** See Biog. Brit. 
UTt. Cartwright (WilliamJ. 

His dramatic pieces ^re only 
four, viz. 

1. Royal Slave. T. C. 4to. 
16393 8vo. 1651. 

2. Lady Errant. T, C. 8vo. 
1651. 

3. Ordinary. C 8vo. 1651. 
In Dodsl^y's Collection, 

4. I^ge. T. C. 8vo. 1651. 

In the edition, l651, of Cart- 
wright's Poems and Plays, there 
are 9ome verses wanting in the 
copy on the death of Sir B. Gre- 
vill, p. 303 ; the deficiency may 
bie supplied A'om a copy published, 
with many others on the same oc- 
casion, at Oxford, printed in l644 ; 
they are there signed W. C. the 
initials of Cartwright's name. 

Caryl, John, was probably a 
Sussex-man, and of the Roman 
Catholic persuasion. He was se- 
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cretary to Queen Mary, the wife 
of James the Second, and one who 
followed the fortunes of his abdi- 
cated master. For his attachment 
to this king he was rewarded by 
him, first, with the honour o£ 
knighthood; and afterwards with 
the honorary titles of Earl Caryl, 
Baron Dartford. How long he 
continued in the service of James 
is unktiown ; but he was in Eng- 
land in the reign of Queen Anne, 
and recommended the subject of 
Mr. Pope's Rape of the ,Lock to 
that author, who, on its publica* 
tion, addressed it to him. He viras 
alive in 1^17^ and at that time 
must have been a very old man. 
See three of his letters in Additions 
to Pope, vol. ii. p. 114. He wrote» 

1. The English Princess; or. 
The Death of Richard the TIdrd. 
Trag. 4to. 1667. 

2. Sir Salomon ; or. The Cam* 
tious Coxcomb. C 4to. 1671. 

Cartsfort, Earl of. See 

PROBY. 

Cavendish, William, Dtms 
OF Newcastle. « This noble aa« 
thor, who was justly esteemed one 
of the most finished gentlemen, as 
well as the most distinguished ger 
nerah and statesman, of the age he 
lived in, was the son of Sir Chiarles 
Cavendish, whose £ither was Sir 
William Cavendish, and his elder 
brother the first Earl of Devon* 
shire of that family. His mother 
was Catharine, danghter of Cuth- 
bert. Lord Ogle. He was bom in 
1592; and his father, who disco- 
vered in him, even from infancy, 
a great quickness of genius, and a 
strong propensity to literature, took 
care to impibve those advantages, 
by procuring for him the best 
masters in every science. 

His course of education being 
eariy completed, he appeared at 
court with 80 fai^Vi ^ T«<j4\aic£nx^\. 
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abilities^ as drew on him the pe- 
culiar attention and regard of King 
James I. who, at the creation of 
Henry, Prince of Wales, in ib'lO, 
made him a Knight of the Bath ; 
an(3, in 1 620, his father having 
been dead three years, by whose 
decease he became possessed of a 
large estate, he was created a peer, 
by the title of Baron Ogle and Vis- 
count Mansfield, which titles were 
afterwards further ennobled in the 
third year of King Charles I.'s 
reign, by the addition of that of 
Lord Cavendish of Bolsover, and 
the still higher one of Earl of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. 

The high favour, however, in 
which his Lordship stood at court, 
t^xcited the jealousy of the minis- 
ters, and more particularly of the 
favourite Diike of Buckingham ; 
notwithstanding which, his Lord- 
ijhip preserved the King's affection 
tovvards him in so perfect a degree, 
that, in 1638, His Majesty gave 
tlie strongest testimony of his con- 
^dcnce, both in his abilities and 
jbonour, by assigning him the v^ry 
Important office of governor to the 
Prince of Wal^s. In l63p, when 
the troubles broke out in Scotland, 
the King being obliged, not only 
jLo assen^ble an army in the north, 
but also to put himself at the head - 
of it, which was an expedition 
Ibat could not but require immense 
smQS, and that at a time when the 
yoyal finances '^ere extremely low, 
i^is Lordship, in demonstration pf 
his Xjeal and loyalty, not only con- 
tribute4 ten thousand pounds to 
the treasury, bu^ also raised a 
troop of horse, cotiiisting of about 
\wo hupdred knights and jgentle- 
men, vbo served at theip own 
charge, and were incorporated ui^- 
der the title of the Prince's troop -, 
on which occasion a very remark- 
able instance v^as givf^n of how ^ 



his loyalty> however it might esta- 
blish him in the King's esteem, 
continued to give umbrage to thqse 
who were desirous of a supericH: in- 
fluence at court : andj asliis Lord- 
ship's behaviour on the occasion 
was such as exalted his reputa- 
tion, at the same time tliat it con- 
siderably lessened that of a rival, 
we shall take the liberty of 'relating 
the story in this place. 

In the number of those who 
looked with an envious eye on the 
particular distinctions shoWn t.Q.our 
author by the King, was the Ea)rl 
of Holland, at that time geii^ral in 
chief of the horse. He wa3 a man 
remarkably selfish iir his temper, 
and of a disposition, although his 
courage had never before be^ sus- 
pected, ratlier cunning apd pene- 
trating, tlian brave or open. The 
troop whiqh the £a^l of l^^jfc^He 
had raised was, as we have beadfG 
observed, called the Prlpce'si \f^t 
was commanded by the Earl )^im- 
self, in person, as it^ ca^in. 
When the army drew pear Bej* 
wick, the Earl -sent Sir '(y'i^iam 
Carnaby, his aid-de-camp, to Jpord 
Hollan^, to know ,yhere his t^oop 
should march ; whpse ^nswef wa^, 
J^ext after tfie troops of t^e general 
officers. The Earl on tliis s^nt 
again to represent, that having the 
honour to march under the Prtnce*s 
colours, he thought it not lecoi^ing 
for him to give place to cmy of the 
officers of the field. The general, 
however, repeated his orders with 
.great peremptoriness, which the 
Earl of Newcastle, thcfrefore, obey- 
ed, taking no further notice of it 
at that tiipe than by ordering the 
prince's colours tp be taken off the 
staff, and marching without any. 
But, as soon as ever xhp service 
was over, he sent the Earl of Hol- 
land ^ challenge, whi.ch his Lord- 
ship accepted^ and agreed tQ th^ 
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time and place of meeting 5 to 
which, however, when our author 
came, he found not his antngonist, 
but his second. The afllur hnd 
been disclosed to the King, by 
whose authority, according to Lord 
Clarendon, the matter was com- 
posed j but not without leaving an 
imputation in the minds of many, 
of some want of personal bravery 
in Lord Holland. 

But though in this contest he 
had apparently the ^uivanta^e, yet, 
as it convinced him, in concur- 
rence with other circumstances, 
hDw hard the muiisterial faction 
wa^ inclinable to bear upon him, 
and being unwilling to give His 
Majesty any trouble about himself, 
he voluntarily resigned the place 
of governor to the Prince, and re- 
tired into tlife country, where he 
rettiained quiet till he received the 
KingV orders to revisit Hull, which 
important fortress, and all tl^e ma- 
gaziries that were in it, he offered 
10 His Majesty to have secured for 
him; but when, instead of re- 
ceiving directions for that purpose, 
he found his instructions were to 
obey the orders of the Parliament, 
he dropped his design, and once 
niore retired into the country. 

Here he remained totally inac- 
tive, till the flame of civil war 
being kindled to such a blaze that 
it would have appeared cowardice 
to continue longer so, he engaged 
in the royal cause, and accepted of 
a commission for the raising men 
' to take care of the town of New- 
castle, and the four adjacent coun- 
ties; in. which he was so expedi- 
tious and successful, that His Ma- 
jesty constituted him general and 
commander in chief of all the 
forces raised north of Trent, and 
also of tliose that might be levied 
in rtiany of the southern counties, 
with a most extraordinary pleni- 
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potentiary power of conferring tht 
honour of knighthood, coining 
money, and printing and setting 
forth all such declarations as should 
to him appear expedient. Of all 
these extensive powers, howevei^ 
his Lordship made a very sparing 
use, excepting that of raising ra^n, 
which he pursued with such dili- 
gence, that in three months he had 
levied an army of eight thousand 
horse, foot, and dragoons, with 
which he marched directly into 
Yorkshire, and, after defeating th« 
enemy at Pierre Bridge, advanced 
■ to York, the governor of which 
city surrendered up the keys to 
him. 

During the course of the civil 
war, the Earl of Newcastle wag 
very successful, having more than 
once defeated General Fairfax, and 
even gained several important forts 
and battles. For which service 
King Charles, in the year 1 643, 
advanced him to the dignity of 
Marquis of Newcastle j but when, 
in 1644, through the precipitancy 
of Prince Rupert, His Majesty's 
forces received a total defeat at 
Marston Moor, in which the Mar- 
quis's infantry were cut to pieces, 
this nobleman, finding the King's 
affairs in that part of the kingdom - 
irretrievably ruined, made the best 
of his way to Scarborough, and 
from thence, with a few of the 
principal officers of his army, em- 
barked for Hamburgh. After 
staying for about six months at 
that place, he went by sea to Am- 
sterdam, and from thence took a 
journey to Paris, where he married 
and resided some time. He after-' 
wards removed to Antwerp, where 
he passed the remainder of his ex- 
ile, during which he underwent ^ 
variety of misfortunes and distress* 
his circumstances bein<j at some 
times so bad, that the Dvi\5iW^s 
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herself, in the tife she has written death; he had caused to be erected 
of her hasband, confesses they were to the memory of his Dutchess, 
both reduced to the necessity of The monument is all of white 
pawning their clothes for subsist- marble, but adorned with two pil- 
ence. For, although his estates in lars of black marble, with enta- 
England were valued at upwards blatures of the Corinthian order, 
cf twenty thousand pounds per embellished with arms, as is the 
annum, they were left entirely pedestal with various trophy works, 
at the mercy of the Parliament, whereon are two images of white 
wholevied immense sums on them, marble, excellently weir carved. 

Yet, notwitl^standing all these and in full proportion, in a cum- 
severities of fortune, during the bent posture, representing the 
course of a sixteen years banish- Duke and Dutchess. ' 

roent, he never lost his spirit, but With respect te this nobleman's 
retained his vigour to the last, re- public character it will be need- 
cruiting his natural vivacity by less to add any thing to what has 
the sprightly conversation of his been already said. In regard to his 
lady, the frequent company of the private one, some of his histo- 
young King, who made him Knight rians have seemed to condemn him 
of the Garter, and a full prepos- for a profuseness and a passion for 
session that the clouds, which then magnificence, which sometimes 
overhung his own fortunes and had too great a tendency to tht 
those of his country, would at encouragement of luxury and dis- 
length be dispersed by the King's sipation, of which they produce as 
restoration. In this his Lordship instances the two sumptuous en- 
proved a true prophet; for the tertainments which he gave to 
gloomv period at length came to King Charles I. at his seat at Wd« 
an eno, and the Marquis returned beck, the expenses of which, ac- 
to his own country with his Sove- cording to the Dutchess*s own 
reign ; where, after being, by let- computation, must have amounted 
ters patent, dated March 15, 1654, to upwards often thousand pounds, 
created Earl of Ogle and Duke of And others, of the graver kind, 
Newcastle, his Grace withdrew to have censured him for too strong 
a happy country retirement, where an attachment to poetry and the 
he spent the evening of his days in polite arts, in which, however, 
calm repose, and in the indulgence they have done no honour to the 
of those studies, with which he delicacy of their own taste. It is 
was the most affected. certain, indeed, that this noble 

Aj length, after a life of great personage was, from his earliest 
action and great variety, having youth, celebrated for his love of 
attained to the highest honours, the Muses, that he had a true taste 
and deservedly purchased the fair- for the liberal arts, was ever de* 
est reputation, this truly Noble . lighted with having men of genius 
Lord took his flight to a better about him, and took a singular 
world, on the 25th Dec. 1575, in pleasure in rescuing necessitons 
his 84th year, and lies interred in merit from obscurity. Shadwell 
Westminster Abbey, against the says of him, that he was the 
screen oft he cba pel of St. Michael, greatest master of wit, the most 
under a most spacious and noble exact observer of mankind, and 
tomb, which, a little before his the most accurate judge of ha« 
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that ever he knew. In a 

he was truly the Maecenas 
3g Charles I/s reign : but it 
lot appear that^ in the busy 
I of life, his Lordship suffer- 
thoughts to stray so far from 
iployment as to turn author, 
bis exile, indeed, being ex- 
ly fond of the breaking and 
;ing horses, than which there 
t be a more manly exercise, 
h, in our delicate age, almost 
ly left to grooms and jockies, 
3Ught fit to publish his senti- 
i on those subjects^ in that 
pompous work printed in his 
, and which is still held in 

esteem. He also, for the 
^rnent of some leisure hours, 
id himself to dramatic poe- 
iie produce of which cannot 
^ve us a strong idea of his 
ude and cheerfulness of tem- 
even under the greatest diffi- 
J8, since, though written du- 
his banishment^ and in the 
t of depression and poverty, 
le pieces he has left us in that 
of writing are of the comic 
. Their titles are. 

The Country Captain, Com. 
X 1649. 

Variety, Com. 12mo. 1649. 
yde, in the Catalogue of the 
eian Library, ascribes these 
\ to Nic. Murford. 

Triumphant Widow, Com. 

1677. 

Humorous Lovers, Com. 4to. 

^ 

cob and Whincop also ascribe 
im a play, called. The Exile 5 
this is only a blunder of Ja- 
3, instead of Fariety. 
is Grace had been twice mar- 
, but had issue only by his first 
. His titles descended to his 
Henry, Earl of Ogle, who was 
last heir male of his family. 



and who dying without issue, in 
l6pl, the title of Newcastle, in the 
line of Cavendish, became ex- 
tinct. 

Cavendish, Margaret, Dut- 
chess OF Newcastle. This 
fantastic lady, as Mr. Walpole calls 
her, was boiii in St. John's, near 
Colchester, in Essex, about the lat- 
ter end of the reign of King James 
the First, and was the youngest 
daughter of Sir Charles Lucas, a 
gentleman of great spirit and for- 
tune, who died when she was very 
young. Her mother was remark- 
ably careful in the edcuation of 
this and her other daughters, giv- 
ing them all the polite accomplish*^ 
ments in which young ladies are 
generally .instructed ; as needle- 
work, dancing, music, and learn- 
ing the French tongue. 

In 1643, she obtained leave of 
her mother to go to Oxford, where 
the Court then resided, and was 
made one of the maids of honour 
to Henrietta Maria, the royal con- 
sort of King Charles the First. 
And when the Queen was forced 
to leave England and go to her 
native country, she attended her 
thither. At Paris she met with 
the Marquis of Newcastle, then a 
widower, who admiring her per- 
son, disposition, and ingenuity, was 
married to her in that place, in 
1645. From Paris they went to 
Rotterdam, where they resided six 
months. From thence they re- 
turned to Antwerp, where they 
settled and continued during their 
exile \ choosing it as the most plea« 
sant and quiet place to retire to, 
and enjoy the remainder of their 
ruined fortunes. She proved a 
most agreeable companion to the 
Marquis, in this his melancholy 
recess, as well by her writings as 
conversation, as appears by th« 
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«iany complimeDts and addressee contains tbe following perfprm!^ 

which he made to her 'on those ances, viz. 

occasions. ,1. Loves Adventures, 

She came into England, in order l2. The Second Part of Love's 
to obtain some of the Marquis's Adventures^ 
rents, to supply their pressing ne- 3. The Several Iflts. C. 
cessities, and pay the debts they .4. Youth's Glory and Death's 
had contracted there; and accord- Banquet. T. Parti. 
ingly went with Lord Lucas, hec , 5. The Second Part of Youth's. 
brother, to Goldsmith Hall* but Glory find Deatfi's Banquet. . 
could not procure a grant to re- 6. The Lady Contemplation, p. L 
ceive one penny out of the Mar- ?. The Lady ContempleaioTiy^AL 
quis's vast inheritance : and had 8, fFit's Calal, part I. 
it not been for the seasonable ge- p. U^i*s Cabal, part IL. 
ijerosity of Sir Charles Cavendish, 10. Thf Vifnatural JTragedy, 
they must have been exposed to ll. Tfie Public tVooing, jC. 
extreme poverty. Haying got ^ J^^ The Matrimonial Trouble. 
considerable surp from h^r own C. parti. 

and the Marquis's relations, she 13. The Matrinumtal Trouble.. 
returned to Antwerp,, where she C.T. partIL 
continued with her Lord till the 14. ^ature*s Three Dauehters. 
restoration Qf King Charles. the Beauty, Love, and PTit, part,.!. 
Second. On this event the Mar? 15. Nature's Three^ Daughters, 
quis returned to his native coun- Beauty,. Love, and Wit, part II. 
try, after sixteen years banishment, 1 6. The Religious. 
leaving his Lady beliind to dispatch 17* The Comical Hash. 
his affairs, which she settled, and 18. Bell in Campo, pa^tl. 
then foUbweiJ him to England, IQ. Bell in Campp, part IJ. * 
where she spent the remainder of ^0. The ApqcrypJtal Ladies. C. 
her life entirely devoted to letters, 21. The Pemate Academy^ ^ 
She died in London, in the year The following were printec) in 
1673, and. was buried at West- another volume, published X.669. 
minster, Jan. 7* 1^73-4, where, an 22. The Convtnt of Pleasure. C. 
elegant monument was erected to 23. The Sociable Companions}', 
her memory. or. The Female it^ts. C. 

Her person, it is said, was very 24. The Presence. C. 
graceful 3 her temper naturally re- 25. The Bridals. C. 
served and shy ; and she seldom 26. The Blazing World. C. , 
said much in company, especially The language and plots of her 
among strangers : was most inde- plays ^re original, whatever other 
fatigable in her studies, contem- merit they may be thought to want. 
piations, and writings j was truly In her general prologue the Dut- : 
pious, charitable, and generous ; chess says : 

was an excellent economist, very .4 But, noble readers, do not think my 
kind to her servants, and a per-. plays 

ftct pattern of conjugal love and " Are such as have been writ in former . 
duty. • days; . * 

Two folio volumes of plays, " ^s J^^^^^;^ Shaks^^^^^ 

written by her, have been pub- c*Mine want /their learning, reading, 
lished, the first in 10o2, which language, wit: 



''* ^e Litin phraaei I coold neve^ tell) 
^< Bot Jonson could, which made him 

write 9o well. , 
'' Greek,. Latin poets, Icoald netrerread, 
" Nor their historians, bat our English 

Speed: 
** I could not steal (heir wit, nor plots 

out-uke;. ' 
** All my plays* plots, my own poor brain 

did make ; 
'* From Plutarch's story I ne'er took a 

plot, 
*' Nor from romances, nor from Don 

Quizot, 
** As others have, for to assist their 

wit; 
*' But I upon my own foundation writ," 
&c. 
Cawdell, James. This gen- 
tleman was manager and principal 
comedian of the theatres at'Scar« 
borcHigb, Snnderland, Shields, &c. 
for nearly thirty years, - As an 
a^or, he was nncommonly skilful 
^ ID the delineation of comic charac- 
i;^ ters, of a dry eccentric cast. In 
"^ Ae year 1798 he retired from the 
stage, and disposed of hi^ theatrica] 
property to Mr. Stephen Kemble. 
He died at Durham, in Jan. 1800. 
In 1784, or 1785, he published a 
v^ume ofpoems, by subscription, 
at Scarborough. He was also au- 
thor of the following dramatic 
pieoes : 

1. Appeal to the Muses, D. P. 
8vo. 1778. 

2. Melpomene*s Overthraiv, 
Mock Masque. 8vo. 1778. *" 

3. Triumph of Genius. C. i;^85. 

4. ApoWs Holiday. PreL 1792. 
N. P. 

5. Battered Batavians. Ent. 

1798. N. p; 

Cb'cill, ', of St, John's 

College, Cambridge, was author 
of a l^tin play, called 

jEmiUa. Com: l6l4. N. P. 

Cblisia, Mas.' This lady was 

^ughter of David Mallet, £sq. 

* add wife of Mr. Celisia, a Genoese" 

gentleman^' who formerly resided 

in Londoui 10 ^ puUlt character. 

▼01.. I. 
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She died at Genoa, about Sept^ 
1790, having written, beisides a. 
poem on Indolence, one play, called 
Almida. T. 8vo. 1771. 
Centlivre, Susanna. This 
lady was daughter of one Mr. Free- 
man, of Holbeach, in Lincolnshire, 
l^ho although he had been pos- 
ses^ of no inconsiderable e^itate,, 
yet being a dissenter, and a zealous 
Farliamentarian, was at the tim« 
of the Restoration extremely per- 
secuted J as were also the family of 
his wife, who was daughter of Mh 
Markham, a gentleman of a good 
estate at Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, 
but of the same political principles 
^ith Mr. Freeman 3 so that his 
estate was confiscated, and he him- 
self compelled to fly to Ireland, 
How long he stayed there, we 
have nor been able to trace ; nor 
whether our authoress, who, from 
a comparison of concurrent cir- 
cumstances, we imagine must 
have been horn about l6S0, drew 
her first breath in that kingdonpi 
•or in England. These are parti* 
culars as to which all tier historians 
have been silent 3 yet we are apt 
to conjecture that she wa$ born 
in Ireland, as we think it probable 
her mother might not return to 
her native country till after the 
death of her husband, which hap« ~ 
pened when this girl was only 
three years old. Be this as it may, 
we 'find her left to the wide world, 
by the death of her mother also, 
before she had completed her 
twelfth year. Whincop rebates a 
romantic story of her, in a veiy. 
early period of her lire, which, al- 
though he seems mistaken in some 
parts of her history (at least either 
he or Jacob must have been sa),, 
having made her father survive the 
morher, arid even to hiave married 
agajn before his death, yet as he 
seems to have taken ^^.Vvv^ m cjcX:^ 
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lecting many circumstances of ber 
life which are do where else re- 
lated^ we cannot think ourselves 
authorized entirely to omit it. tie 
tells us^ that alter her father's 
deaths finding herself very ill 
treated by her stepmother, she 
determinedj» though almost desti- 
tute of mpney and every other 
necessary, to go up to London, to 
seek a better fortune than what she 
liad hitherto experienced : that 
as she was proceeding on her jour- 
ney, on foot, she was met by a 
young gentleman from the univer- 
sity of Cambridge (of whose name, 
by the way, he informs us, and who 
was no other than the afterwards 
"Well-known Anthony Hammond, 
Jlsq.), who was so extremely struck 
with her youth and beauty, and 
80 affected with the distress which 
Ber circumstances naturally de- 
clared in her countenance, that 
he fell instantly in love with her 3 
and, inquiring into the particulars 
of her story, soon prevailed on her 
inexperienced innocence to seize 
on the protection he offered her, 
and go with him to Cambri(Jge, 
where, equipping her in boy's 
clothes, he introduced her tp his 
intimates at college as a relation, 
who was come down to see the 
university, and pass some time 
with him there -, and that they 
continued this intercourse for some 
months, till at length, sated per- 
haps with possession, or perhaps 
afraid that the affair would be dis^ 
covered at the university, he per- 
suaded her to com^ tp London, 
providing her however with a con- 
siderable svim of money, and a 
letter of recommendation to a gen- 
tlewoman of his acquaintance in 
town 3 sealing the whole with a 
promise, which, however, it does 
^lot appear he ever perfornied, of 
speedily following her, and renew- 



ing their amorous intercoarse. * If 
this story is true, it must have hap- 
pened when she was extremelv 
young ; Whincop, as well as the 
other writers, acknowledging that 
she was manied in her s'lXn 
teenth yeaf , to a nephew of Sir 
Stephen Fox* But that gentle- 
man not living with her above a 
twelvemonth, her wit and beauty 
soon procured her a second hus-* 
band, whose name was C^ol, 
and who was an officer in the army ; 
but he having the misfortune to 
be killed in a duel, within about a 
year and a half after their mar- 
riage, she became a second time a 
widow. This loss was 9 severe 
afHiction to her, as she appears to 
have sincerely loved that gentler 
man. Partly perhaps to divert her 
melancholy, but chiefly, it is pro- 
bable, for the means of support, 
she now applied to her pen, and 
became a votary to the Muses, and, 
it is under this name of Carrol 
that some of her earlier pieces 
were published. Her first attempt 
was in tragedy, in a play, called 
The Perjurd Husband } yet her 
natural vivacity leading her after- 
wards more to comedy, we find 
but one niore at tempt in the buskin, 
among eighteen dramatic pieces, 
which she afterwards, wrote. 

Such an attachment ^e seems 
to., have had to the thc^^re, that 
she ^ven became herself a per- 
former, though it is probable of 
no great merit, as she never rose 
above the station of a country aic- 
tress. However, she was not long 
in this way of life 5 for, in 1766, 
performing the part of Alexander 
the Great, in Lee s B^val Queens, 
at Wiudsor, where the cpurt then 
was, she wounded tipe heart of one 
Mr. Joseph Centliyre, yeoman of 
the month, or, in other words, prin- 
cipaJ cook to Her Majesty, who 
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soon married her ; and after pass- 
ing several years happily loge-. 
ther, she died at his house in 
Spring €rarden» Charing Cross^ on 
the first of December 1723, and 
was buried in the parish-church 
of St. Martin's in the Fields. 

Thus did she at length happily 
close a life^ which at its first set- 
ting out was overclouded with 
dimoulty and misfortune. She for 
many years enjoyed the intimacy 
and esteem of the most eminent 
wits of the time, viz. Sir Richard 
Steeie, Mr. Rowe, BudgeU, Far- 

, quhar. Dr. Sewell, kc, -, and very 
few authors received more tokens 
of esteem and patronage from the 
great 3 to which however the con- 
sideration of her sex, and the power 
of her beauty^ of which she pos- 
sessed a considerable share, might, 

" in some degree, contribute. 

Her disposition was good-na- 

• tured, benevolent, and friendly 5 
and her conversation, if not what 
could be called witty, was at least 
sprightly and entertaining. Her 
family had been warm party-folks, 
and she seemed to inherit the same 
disposition from them, maintain- 
ing the strictest attachment to 
AVhig principles, even in the most 
dangerous times, and a most zeal- 

r. ous regard for the illustrious 
House of Hanover. This party- 
8pirit> however, which breathes 
even in many of her dramatic 
pieces, procured her some friends 
and many enemies. 

As a writer, it is no very easy 
thing to estimate her rank. It 
must be allowed, that her plays do 
not abound with wit, and that the 
language of them is sometimes even 
poor, enervate, incorrect, and pue* 
file 5 but then her plots are busy 
and well conducted, and her cha- 
racters in general natural and well 
fnarked. But as plot and charac- 
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ter are undoubtedly the body and 
soul of comedy; and language 
and wit, at best, but the clothing 
and external ornament; it is cer- 
tainly less excusable to show a de- 
ficiency in the former than in the 
latter. And the success of som^ 
of Mrs. Centlivre^s plays plainly 
evinces, that the first will strike the 
minds of an audience more power- 
fully than the last; since her co- 
medy of The Busy Body, which all 
the players had* decried before its 
appearance, in which Mr. Wilks . 
had even for a time absolutely re- 
fused to play, and which the au- 
dience came prejudiced against, 
roused their attention in despite 
of that prejudice, and forced a run 
of thirteen nights; while Mr. Con- 
gfeve's Way of the JViyrld, wh;ch 
perhaps contains more trae in- 
trinsic wit, and unexceptionable ac- 
curacy of language, than any dra- 
matic piece ever written, brought 
on the stage with every advantage 
of recommendation, and when the 
author w^s in the height of repu- 
tation, could scai;cely make its way 
at all. Nay, we have been con- 
fidently assured, that the very same 
great actor we mentioned just now 
made use of this remarkable ex- 
pression with regard to her Bold 
Stroke for a JFife^ viz. that not . 
only her play would he damned, 
hut she herself he damned for umt" 
ing it. Yet we find it still stand- 
ing on the list of acting plays; 
nor is it ever performed withdul 
meeting with the. approbation of 
the audience, as do ^sq her Bf^y 
Body, and Wbnder, 

li^at Mrs, CentUvra was very 
perfectly acquainted with life, and 
closely rea4 the mia,dsL ai^ man- 
ners of mankind, no one, we tl^ink^ 
can doubt who reads her come- 
dies ; but what appears to us tho 
most extraox4lr>eiX3 ^&> ^\xfew '^^ 

H3^ 
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^roQsito her history, the disadvan-' 14. JVonder, C. 12mo.. 1714. 
tages she most have laboured un« 15. Gotham Election. F. 12mo. 

der» by being so e^rly left to bustle 1715. 

with the ^orld, and that all the 16. Wife well managed. F. 

ieducatlbn she colild have had must l2mo. 1715. 
liavebeen owing to her own appli- 17- Cruel Gift. T. 12mo. 1717' 
^cationai^d assiduity} when^ we say » 18. Bold Stroke for a W^e. & 

we consider her as an absolutely 8vo. 17 18. 
Belf-cultivatedgenius^it is astonish- 19- Artifice. C. 8vo. 1721. 

ing to find the traces of so much Her plays were collected and 

ireading and leamipg as we meet published in 3 vols. 12m0. IJ^X. 

with in many of her pieces 3 since. It is, however^ becpme a scarce 

ibr the drawing of the various book. 

ipharacters she has presented us Chamberlain, Robert. This 
with, she must have perfectly well author lived in the time of King 
{understood the French, Dutch, Charles I. being born in 1607, at 
and Spanish languages, all the Standish, in Lincolnshire, fie 
provincial dialect^ of her own^ lived for some years as clerk to 
and somewhat eyen of the Latin^ Peter Ball, Esq. who was solicitor- 
aince all these she occasionally general to King Charles the First'v 
makes u$e of^ and whenever she Queen. Qy this gentleman he was, 
jdoes so> it 19 constantlv \yith the at the age of thirty, sent to Elxetec 
ptmost propriety arid the greatest College, Oxford^ where he pur- 
accuracy. In a Vjfot^i we cannot sued his studies, and probably was 
help giving it as our opinion^ tl^at bred to the pulpit 3 as we find a 
if we do not allow her to be the book written by him, entitledj, 
very first of our female writers Nocturnal Lucubrations 5 or. Me- 
for tl^ stage, she has but one above ditatioiis Divine and Moral. He 
her, and may justly be placed next wrote a play, called 
to her predecessor in dramatic The Swaggering Damsel, C.4to. 
fXory, the great Mrs. Beho. 1640. 

Mrs. Centliyre*s productjons are Winstanley has also attributed tp 

as follow : him a pastoral, called 

l.Perjur*dHushand.TAtoA700. Sicelides. Written by PhinejB 

2. Lope-s pontrivance. C. 4 to. Fletcher. 

}?0^' Chamberlayne, Dr. Wit- 

3. Bern's Duel. C. 4to. 1702. liam. This gentleman was a 

4. Stolen Heiress.C.4{o.iX703.'\ physician, and son qf Dr. Peter 

9. Gamester. Cona. 4to. 1705. Chamberlayne. He lived at 

6. Basset fable. C. 4to. 1706. Shaftesbury, in Dorsetshire, in th^ 

7. Love at n Venture. C. 4to. reigns of King Charles I. and 
J70S' ^ King Charles II. and was a very 

8. Platonic Lady. C. 4to. 17t)7- zenlous Cavaiier. He wrote bv|t 
Q. Busy Body. C. 4to. 170f^ one play, entitled, 

10. Man'$ betf'itcKd. C. 4tx). Love's Victory. T. C. 4to. 1&}8. 
p7^Q*3 .. which being composed during ^e 

11. A Bickersfaff^f Burying, f. intestine troubles, at which time 
.4to. N. D. the play-houses were suppressed, 

12. Marplot. C. 4to. 1711. ' could npt then be acted, but, spme 

13. Perplexed Lovers, C. 4tQ. years after the Restoration, was 

f/1'2, '' ^ " ' \ *• ^^ • 
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brought on the sta^ under the by his son. He was also held m 
title of high estimation by Henry Princ« 

Wits led ly ike Nose, C. 4lo. of Wales, and the Earl of Somer* 
1678. set ; but the first dying, and the 

Dr. Chamberlayne, in l65g, other being disgraced, ChapmanV 
published Pharonnida, an heroic hopes of preferment were frus- 
poem, 8vo. a work comprising trated ; to which disappcintnientS 
five books^ which, though, says perhaps the umbrage taken by 
Langbaine> it hath nothing extra- King James at some reflections cast 
ordinary to recommend it, yet on the Scots nation in a comedy 
appeared abroad, in prose, 1683, called £<w/zi;ard Hoe, wherein thi^ 
under the title of anovel., called author had a hand, might be no' 
Eromena ; or. The Noble Stranger, small addition. He appears how- 

Qhambers, Miss. This lady, ever to have had some place at 
we have heard, is daughter of court under that monarch, or his 
a mate of the Winterton East Queen Anne. He passed through 
Indiaman^ which was lost some a long life^ dying May 12, l634, 
years since. Besides having writ- in his 77th year, and was bu- 
ten a novel, called He deceives ried on the south side of the church 
Himself, Miss Chambers has pro- of Si. Giles in the Fields, a mo*^ 
duced nument being erected over his 

The Schx)olJor Friends. C. 8vo. grave at the expense, and accord- 
1805. ing to the invention, of that grea£ 

Chapman, George. Of this architect Inigo Jones, who had 
voluminous and ingenious writer been his peculiar friend and in- 
we are at a loss to trace some ma- timate. 

terial particulars, viz. the family He was undoubtedly a man of 
fronri whence he was descended, the very great learning ; and although 
place where he was born, and the translation has within our latter 
school at which he imbibed the ages reached a greater degree of 
earliest rudiments of his erudition, perfection than it had .then at-* 
It is known, however, that he first tained, a due honour ought to be 
drew breath in the year 1557, «iid paid to the industry of this writer, 
that in 1574, being then only in who translated, and that in a man* 
his seventeenth year, yet well ner far from contemptible, the 
groVinded in grammar-learning, he whole Iliad, Odyssey, and Batryo^ 
was sent to the university ^ but myomachia of Homer, some parts 
here again some difficulty arises as of Hesiod, and Musacus*s Eroto* 
to whether Oxford or Cambridge p^^f on. As to his dramatic 
ha^ the honour of completing his works, they are unequal 5 nor has 
studies. For though it is certain he in any of them paid much at- 
that he was some time at Ox- tenlion to regularity, the which he 
ford, and made a figure there in has so greatly infriiiged, as to ex« 
the Greek and Latin languages, tend his number of acts in ono, 
yet it does not appear that he piece, viz. Two Wise Men and all 
shone there either in logic or phi- the rest Fbols, to two beyond the 
losophy, 01* took any degree. On settled standard. His master-pieces 
his return to London, he wa^ in the dramatic way are his Buss^ 
warmly patronized by Sir Thomas D'Amhoise, in tragedy, his Widow's 
Walsingham, an^ after his death Tears, in comedy^ and his M(ii<^€ 
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of The Inns of Coait. In his pri- 
. vate character he was truly ami- 
able> and maintained a, very close 
acquaintance with the first-rate 
- writers of his time. Yet such was 
Jonson*8 natural enviousness of 
disposition and haughtiness of tem- 
per^ that, as Chapn^an began to 
rise into reputation^ he is said to 
have grown jealous of him, and 
being, by the death of Shakspeare, 
' left without a rival, strove to con- 
tinue 80, by endeavouqng to sup- 
. press as much as possible the rising 
fame of this his niend. 
, The plays that Chapman wrote 
were as follow : 

1. The Fountain of New Fa- 
shions. P. 1598. N. P. 

2. The Will of a Woman. P. 
1598. N. P. 

3. BUnd Beggar qf Alexandria, 
C. 4to. 1598. 

4. Humorous Day*s Mirth. C. 

4to. 1599- 

5. Ml Fools. C. 4to. 16O5.D.C. 

6. Eastward Hoe. C. Assisted 
by Ben Jonson and Marston. 4to. 

. 1(505. D. C. 

7. Gentleman Usher. C. 4to. 
1606. 

8. Monsieur D* Olive. C. 4to. 
1606. 

9. Bussy D'Amlois. T. 4to. 

.1607. 

10. Ccesar and Pompey. T. 4to. 

I607. 

1 1 . r Conspiracy of Byron. T. 

12. t two Parts. 4to. I6O8. 
IS. A% Day. C. 4to. I61I. 

' 14. lVidow*s Tears. C. 4to. 
1612. D. C. 

15. The Revenge of Bussy 
P'Amlois. T. 4to. l6l3. 

16 Masque of the MiddleTemple 
$nd Lincoln s Inn. N. D. [l6l3.] 

17. Two wise Men, and all the 
rest Fools. C M. 4to. 1619. 

IS. Alph'nsus Emperor qf GeT' 
many. T. 4to. 1654. 



ip. Revenge far Honour. T. 4to. 
1654. 

20. The Fatal Love.. A French 
Trag. N.P. 

21 . Tragedy of a Yorkshire Gen- 
tlewoman and her Son. N. P. 

There has also been ascribed to 
him, 

22. The Second Maiden's Tra- 
gedy. MS. 

Charke, Charlottb. This 
lady was authoress of three pieces 
in the dramatic kind, entitled, 

1. The Art of Management, D. 
P. 8vo. 1735. 

2. TheCamivaLC.i7s5.fi.?. 

3. n for Tat. 1743. N.P. 
As a daughter of .the celebrated 
Colley Gibber, and sister to Theo- 
philus Gibber, indeed, she seems 
to have a kind of hereditary claim 
to some particular notice in a work 
professedly intended for the re- 
cording of such personages and 
things as have any close connexion 
with, or reference to, the affairs 
of the theatre. And although 
she cannot be considered of equal 
consequence to the public with 
either of these her before-named 
relations ; yet as, by a course of 
strange occurrences, and a dispo- 
sition apparently of the most ro- 
mantic and inconsiderate nature, 
she rendered herself the subject of 
much conversation and censure, 
and as, like her father and brother, 
she has thought proper to publish 
to the world some of the adven- 
tures of her life, with a view, as it 
should seem, to apologize for part 
of her conduct, it would certainly 
be an omission that we could 
scarcely be justified in, were we 
not to oblige our readers with a 
short summary of those adventures 
which, divested from the number 
of very trifling incidents with 
which she had interlarded them, in 
order to sweQ out her life to the 
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bulk of a volume, may not per- needle. Iter very amusements all 
haps be totally unentertaining. took the same masculine turn ^ 
She informs us, that she was the shooting, hunting, riding races, 
youngest child of the celebrated and digging in a garden, being ever 
Laiireat, born at a time when her her favourite exercises. She also 
mother was forty-five years of age, relates an act of her prowess when 
and, having borne no children for a mere child, in protecting the 
some years before, began to ima- house, when in expectation of an 
gine, that, without this additional attack from thieves, by the firing 
blessings she had fully answered the of pistols and blunderbusses out at, 
end of her creation, and therefore the windows. All her actions 
seenos to conclude, (hat (exclusive seem to have had a boyish mis- 
of her parents, by whom she con- chievousness in them, and she 
fesses she was treated with the ut- sometimes appears to have run 
most tenderness and affection) she great risk of ending them with the 
came not only an unexpected, but most fatal consequences. 
an unwelcome guest, into the fa- This wildness, however, was 
mily. To this dislike of her other put some check to by her mar- 
reladons she attributes a very con- riage, when very young, with Mr. 
siderable share of her following Richard Charke, an eminent per- 
misfortanes; but, indeed, it nuist former on the violin; immediately 
be confessed, that she very early after which she launched into the 
seemed to show a disposition so billows of a stormy world, in 
^Ud, so dissipated, and so unsuit- which she was, through the whole 
able to her sex, as must very natu- remainder of her life, buffeted 
rally be supposed to have given dis- about without ever once reaching 
gnst to those of her friends, whose a peaceful harbour. Her bus- 
wishes were even the most favour- band's insatiable passion for women . 
able towards her. In short, from very soon gave her just cause of 
infancy she owns she had more of uneasiness, and in a short time 
the male than female in her incli- appears to have occasioned a sepa- 
natioDs, and relates two or three ration. She then applied to the 
droll adventures of her dressing stage, apparently. firom inclination 
herself up in her father's clothes ; as well as necessity, and opened 
her riding out on the back of an with the little part of Mademoi- 
ass's foal, when not above four or selle, in The Provoked fFife, April 
five years old, &c. that seem an 28, 1730, which was the last 
evident foretaste of the like mas- night of Mrs. Oldfield's perform- 
enline conduct which she pursued ahce -, in which she met with all 
Ihrough life. At eight years old the success she could expect, 
she was put to school, but had an From this she rose in her second 
education bestowed on her more and third attempts to the capita) 
suitable to a boy than to one of characters of Alicia, in Jane Shore^ 
the opposite sex ; and as she grew and Andromache, in The DiS'^ 
up she followed the same plan, tressed Mother, in which, not- 
being much more frequently in withstanding the remembrance of 
the stable than in the bed-cham- Mrs. Porter and Mrs. Oldfield^ 
bef, and felly mistre** of the hand- she met with great indulgence 
Kng of a curry-comb, thoi)gh from the audience j and, being re- 
toMy ignorant of the use of a markable for reading well^ wat 
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flufiered to go on upon sudden, 
•mergencies to read characters of! 
no less iinportance than those of 
Cleopatra and Queen Elizabeth. 
She was after this engaged, at a 
-very good salary an^ a sufficient 
supply of very considerable parts,. 
at the Theatre in the ^aymarket, 
and after that at Drury Lane, In 
a word, she seemed well , settled^ 
and likely to have made no inglo* 
Yious figufe in theatrical life, l^d 
not that wantof consideration and. 
'ungovernable impetuosity of pas- 
sions which ran through all her. 
actions, induced her to quarrel 
with Mr., Fleetwood, the then ma- 
Bagjer, whoiQ she not only left on. 
a stiddeiD without any notice given, 
-%ut ev^n vented her spleen against 
)iim in public,^ by the writing .. of 
the first dramatic piece that we hiave 
mentioned above; and though that 
gentleman not only forgave her 
this iBJury and restored her to her 
former station, yet she aqknow- 
ledges that she afterw9rds very, 
ungratefully left him a second 
tiqfie, on a cause in which he could 
ilicar no share of blame. 

Thus having thro^^n herself out 
of en^ployment in a profession iU: 
inrhich she had a fair apparent 
prospect of success, she next en-, 
tered on a lousiness, v^hich, by 
knowing nothing of, she must be 
certain to fail in : in a word, she 
commenced trader, and set up as. 
a grocer and oil-woman, in a shop, 
in Long Acre, 

In this station she^ with a great 
ileal of humour, describes and ral- 
lies her sanguine expectations and 
absurd proceedings, till, between 
lier own ignorance, and the tricks, 
of sharpers, some of whom cheat- 
ed, and others robbed her, she 
vas, after having kept shop about 
three months, forced to throw it 
^fg aod set up m gvo^ puppet- 



show, OTdr the .Tenpis-conrt^ ia 1 1 
James Street, near the Haymarket 
But after some little ccmrse of soo* 
cess in this design, it began to fail; 
and she was reduced to sell for 
twenty guineas what she says bs4 
cost her near five hundred poonds. 
During the course of these trans- 
act ions, Mrs. Charke informs , us, 
that she had highly offimded her 
father, but by what action of ber. 
own she does not tell. us. Shs 
confesses indeed, that. she had iii 
some respects justly incuirred bit 
displeasure, but is desirous of hsy-^ 
ing it appear that it had been 
greatly aggravated, and occasioned, 
to hang with a j^eavler load on her. 
than it veould otherwise have done^ 
through the ill offices of an elder 
sister. However, we cannot help 
imagining the offence to have 
been of a very heinous naturci; 
-since it is evident Mr. . Gibber 
never after forgave her, nor in her: 
greatest distr^ses seems to have a( 
al) assisted her ; a conduct en^ip^ 
opposite to that humanity and uni-; 
versal benevolence which were.s^ 
well known to be the characteristici 
of that gentleman's disposition; 
and indeed, whatever was the finst 
cause of his abandoning her, it is. 
apparent she took no great care to 
avoid a further occasion of .resent*, 
ment: for in a piece, called The. 
Battle of the Poets t in which was a 
character most abusively and scur«« 
rilously aimed at the Laurea^t, Mrs^ 
Charke, who happened to ;be .% 
member of the company who per- 
formed it, was herself the very pern 
son by whom that character. was 
represented ; a step which she could 
not have been compelled to takej 
but which must have been a vo*. 
luntary act of her own in theexer* 
tion of her resentment, somewhal 
of the same nature with her coor 
ducttewardsMr.^eetwoed^ b# 
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b> in consequence of the reh* 
she stood in to Mr. Cibbery 

have been the means of 
^ing an insuperable bar in the 
of any reconciliation between 
• 

it to proceed. Dpring the 
te of these transactions^ Mr. 
ke, whom we have before men- 
d, had been for some time 
d from his wife, and had en* 
i himself to go over tb Ja- 
a with a gentleman in the 
antile way, where, in about 
ty months after his arraval, 
ed, leaving our heroine once 
; at liberty to unite herself by 
natrimonial tie wherever she 
Id think proper. She ther&- ' 
informs ns, that soon after 
parting .with her property,' as 
e related, she was very closely 
sssed by a worthy gentleman^ 
le name she seems very care- 
to conceal, in consequence of 
ct vow she had taken never to 
rver it. To this gentleman 
^ives us to understand she was 
id by a secret marriage 3 but 
e did not long survive that 
D, she was once again left des- 
3 and friendless, nay, even 
idiced in her affairs from a 

report of her having by his 
li come into a very consider- 

fortune. In short, she was 
after arrested for a snmll sum ; 
Misequepce of which she was 
pelW to remain for some. 
s in a bailiff's house. I'he 
ription she gives of her sensa* 
I on this occasion, and the dis- 
nntment she met with 10 her 
HIS applications for relief, are 
ral, but not new 5 and we.<:an- 
my ^e has done any great ho- 
* to the apparent choice she 
t have made of acquaintance, 
le informs us that she had not 
i half aQ hour in custody be* 



• 

fore she was surrounded by all th^ 
ladies who kept cofFeehonses ia 
and about Coven t Grarden ; and 
we lind her discharge at last 
was brought about entirely by a 
subscription, formed among a 
number of well-known prostitute^ 
and public brothel-keepers. 

Being now released, her sole 
means of procuring a livelihood 
was by seeking out for the lowest 
kind of theatrical employment, ii^ 
filling up occasionally such parts 
as chanced to be deficient in the 
private exhibitions, or rather but- 
cheries, of some of our dramatic 
pieces at the Tennis-court, or else-* 
where : in which business she seema 
generally to have chosen the male 
characters ; and, indeed, she most 
commonly used to be dressed in 
man*S'clothes even in private life ; 
the reason of which she afiects te 
make a mystery of, and to implj 
as if that mystery had some rerer- 
ence to her comiexion with the 
gentleman above mentioned. 

Be this as it may, we are in- 
forjned that, in the progress of her 
theatrical adventures of this kind, 
she met with one whereby she was 
for a short tjme not a little embarv 
rassed; which was no other thant 
her becoming the object of a ten* 
der passion in the bosom of a young 
lady, who, having an immense for- 
tune in her own possession, thought 
herself at liberty to make an open 
profession of her love, and even to 
offer proposals of matrimony. This 
circumstance, however, obliged her 
to a declaration ,of her sex, to the 
no small disappointment of the 
lady? and the company of actors 
she belonged to soon quitting the 
town, the affair was hushed upj, 
and the report of it silenced. 

•In this .uncertain kind of em- 
ployment she continued till, 
thiopgh the recon^meadsj^xi o^^ 
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ber brother, ^e was received into 
tbe family oif a certain nobleman, 
in the character of a valet-de- 
chambre, or gentlemaa. In this 
situation she describes' herself as 
being very happy, till some friends 
of his Lordship remarking an im- 
propriety in the entertaining one 
of her sex in that character, she 
was again discharged, and lefi to 
the wide world. 

Her next employment was the 
making and selling of sausages for 
the support of herself and child. 
But this failing, she became a 
waiter at the King's Head tavern 
at Marybone $ commenced after- 
wards mailager of a strolling com- 
pany of players, and passed through 
several trivial adventures, but most 
of them distressful ones, till at 
length, by the assistance of an 
oncle, she was enabled to open a 
public-house, the situation of which 
she imprudently fixed in Drury 
Lane ; and here, notwithstanding 
the experience her long acquaint- 
ance with misfortune might, one 
would think, have given her, the 
same indiscretion and mismanage- 
i!nent, which before had ruined her, 
still continued to direct her ac- 
tions, and forced her in a very 
short time to shut, up her house, 
and dispose of all her effects. She 
then engaged herself in the Hay- 
market theatre, under her brother 
Mr* Theophilus Gibber ; but this 
provision did not long continue, 
that gentleman and his company 
being soon after obliged to desist, 
by virtue of an order from the Lord 
Chamberlain. 

Her next engagement was with 
the celebrated Mr. Russel, the pup- 
pet-show man, by whom, she tells 
ix8, she was employed, at a guinea 
per day, to move his figures duridg 
his exhibition at Hickford*s Great 
Room in Brewer Street. But af« 



ter his death, the distressful atid 
wretched circumstances of which 
she has not badly related, she again 
joined fortunes with different sets 
of strolling players, among whom 
she remained for very near nine 
years. 

Her adventures during the course 
of that time being nothing but one 
variegated scenes of pitiable dis- 
tresses, of a kind which no one can 
be a stranger to, who has either 
seen or read the accounts of those 
most wretched of all human beings, 
the members of a mere strolling 
company of actors, we shall be ex- 
cused the entering into partica- 
lars, and* be permitted to proceed 
to her coming to London in IJSS, 
where she published that narrative 
of her own life, from which this 
account is abstracted, and which 
therefore proceeds so far as to that 
year. She afterwards kept a pub- , 
lie-house at Islington, and was 
doomed to fall still lower; as*we 
learn from the foUowing narrative 
of Mr. Whyte, of Dublin, who 
was present at the transaction *, 
*' About the year 1?55 she had 
*' worked up a novel for the press, 
'' which the writer accompanied 
'* his friend the bookseller to hear 
" read. Her habitation was a 
" wretched .thatched hovel, situ- 
*' ated on the way to Islington, in 
*' the purlieus of Clerkenwell 
" Bridewell, not very distant from 
*' the New-river Head ; where, at 
" that time, it was usual for the 
'* scavengers to leave the cleans- 
*' ings of the streets^ and the 
<' priests of Cloacina to deposit the 
" offerings from the temples of 
*' that all- worshipped power. Tbe 
V night preceding, a heavy rain had 
" fallen, which rendered this ex- 
'' traordinary seat of the Muses 
^^ almost inaccessible; so that, in 
our approach> we got our white 
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*' stockings enveloped with mud '' ch^> not an uncomely brna- 
*' tip to the very calves, which " ment ! and on her lap was 
" furnished an appearance much ** placed a mutilated pair of bel- 
** in the present fashionable style " lows : the pipe was gone, an 
'' of half-boots. We knocked at " advantage in their present office; 
" the door (not attempting to pull '' they served as a succedaneum 
** the latch-string), which was " for a writing-desk, on which lay 
'' opened by a tall, meagre, ragged ''displayed her hopes and trea- 
" figure^ with a blue apron, indi- " sure, the manuscript of her no* 
''eating, what else might have " vel. Her inkstand was a broken 
" been doubted, the feminine gen- " teacup ; the pen worn to a 
" der i a perfect . model for the *' stump : she had but one ! A 
•' Copper Captain's tattered land- ^' rough deal board, with three 
"lady, that deplorable exhibition " hobbling supporters, was brought 
" of the fair sex in the comedy of ^' for our convenience 5 on which, 
" Mule a Wife, She, with a tor- " without further ceremony, we 
" pid voice and hungry smile, de- " contrived to sit down, and en* 
^' sired us to walk in. The first " tered upon business. The work 
'' object that presented itself was a " was read, remarks made, alter- 
" dresser, dean it must be con- " ations agreed to, and thirty gui* 
" fessed, and furnished with three ** neas demanded for the copy. 
" or four coane delft plates; and uh- "The squalid handmaiden, who 
" derneath an earthen pipkin, and a "had been an attentive listener, 
" black pitcher with a snip out of " stretched .forward her tawny 
*' it. To the right we perceived, " length of neck with an eye of 
" and bowed to, the mistress of *' anxious expectation ! The book* 
" the mansion, sitting on a maim- " seller offered five ! ' Our author- 
" ed chair, under the mantlepiece, " ess did not appear hurt ; disap- 
" by a fire merely sufficient to put " pointments had rendered her 
" us in. mind of starving. On one ^' mind callous : howevfr, some 
" hob sat a monkey, which, by " altercation ensued. The visitor, 
"way of welcome, chattered at " seeing both sides pertinacious, in- 
'" our going in; on the other, a ^' terposed;and,athis instance, the 
' " tabby cat of melancholy aspect ; '* wary haberdasher of literature 
"and at our author's feet, on the " doubled his first proposal ; with 
" flounce of her dingy petticoat, ^* this saving proviso, that his 
" reclined a dog, almost a skele- " firiend present would pay a moi- 
" .ton ! He raised his shagged " ety, and run one half the risk 5 
" head, and, eagerly staring with " whfch was agreed to. Thus 
" his bleared eye&, saluted us with " matters were accommodated, 
^' a snarl. ' Have done, Fidele I " seemingly to the satisfaction dT 
" these are friends.' The tone of "all parties; the lady's original 
" her voice was not harsh ; it had '' stipulation of fifty copies for 
« something in it humbled and ^' herself being previously acceded 
" disconsolate ; . a mingled . efibrt " to." 

'** of authority and pleasure. Poor She concluded a life, which had 
*^ soul ! few were her visitors of been one continued course of mi* 
*' that description ; no wonder the sery^ the evident consequence of 
" creature barked ! A magpie, folly, imprudence, and absurdity, 
'' perched on the top rung of her on the 5th of April \JQ0% ha,vlv\^ 
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hot loog survived her ^ther and very considerable fortune^ and the 
brother j some accoant of whose darling of his parents 5 and thes9 
lives our readers will find a little very facts constituted his greatest 
further in this work. misfortune. His request was po- 
Charnock, JoHir, was born sitively denied; and> unable to 
Nov. 28, 1756, the only son of resist the impulse of his inclination, 
Joha Charnock, Esq. a native of he entered as a volunteer into the 
Barbadoes, and formerly an advo- naval service, and very soon at- 
cate of eminence at the English tained that proficiency, of which 
bar, by Frances, daughter of Tho- his publications on the subject will 
mas Boothby^ Esq. of Chingford^ be lasting monuments. A sense 
in Essex. About 1767 he was of duty, however, withdrew him 
placed at die Rev^Reynell Cotton's again into private life 5 but bis 
school, at Winchester, and went mind had received a wound in the 
from thence to the college, where, disappointment, which was never 
in the station of a commoner, be ^iterwards healed. He dedicated 
was under the immediate care of his retirement incessantly to his 
Dr. Joseph Warton, the head mas* pen, the profits of which labour 
ter, in whose house he boarded, now constituted nearly his whole 
Having attained to the seniority revenue. Largelv benevolent t« 
of the school, and gained the prize every case of distress that pre- 
medal annually given for elocu- sen'ted itself to him, and at the 
lion, he removed from Winchester same time indifferent to the mor» 
to Oxford, and was entered, in common objects of human pnjK 
1774, a gentleman commoner of dence, it is riot to be wondered at 
Merton College. • Here ' be soon that he should fall into embarrass* 
discovered his passion for literary ments la his peconiary circum- 
composition, in a multiplicity o£ stances. The sources from which 
fugitive pieces on various subjects, hd had the fairest right to expect 
which appeared id the periodical relief were unaccountably closed 
prints of the time, particularly against him,>"&nd he died, we. 
•ome political essays tinder the sig' believe, in the King's Bench> 
natures of Casca, Squib, and Jus- May 16, I8O75 leaving a widow, 
tiee. He left the university, to Mary,the daughter of Mr.Peregrine 
-f^turn to a domestic life, wholly Jonei», of Philadelphia, wjK>se con- 
unsuited to the boundless activity, duct in the vicissitudes of her bus- 
both of mind and body, for whicli band's fortune had been exemplary, 
he was remarkable, aiid rendered He was buried a%l£Q, ^ear Black- 
almost intolerable by certain fandily heath, with Considerable ceremony 
differences. He aow applied him- tnd expense. Mr. Chamock left 
«elf to the stu4y of naval and ml*- belhind W\m d, play, which ba^ sinoB 
litary taotics, in which he soon been printed, viz. 
attained the highest degree 'of Loyalty*, ox, Invasion Defeated, 
acience that can be gamed in the Hist. Trag. 8vo. 1810. 
closet. Anxious to put in practice His other principal works are,* 
the theory of which he h^d thus The Rights of a Free People, 8Vo. 
become master, he earnestly press* 179^^ Biographia Navahs, 6 vols* 
ed for permission to embraca the 8vo. 179^, Scc»; A History of Ma^^ 
naval or roilitaiy profession. He rine Architecture, 3 vols.4to. I802| 
vaj at that time the sola heir to a and a lAfe of Lord Nelson, ifiOOr 
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Chattbrton, THOitf as. This ^ere is no dispute, e^peciall/ when 

€xriraordinai7 young lYian, whoye their number and his age arecon^ 

abilities seem to have been destined sidered. But when we reflect, 

to create animosities among the that, after every inquiry -which 

learned, was born at Bristol on some of the most intelligent gen* 

the 20th of November 17^2. His tlemen of the present age have 

father was master of the charity- made concerning the disputed po« 

school of St. Mary Reddiff, and eras, and the evidence which ac- 

died when his son was very young, companies them> they are coh- 

From his father's successor, Mr. vinced of their being the produc* 

Love, he received the ouly in- tions of modern times, and even 

struction that was bestowed on him of Chatterton himself, the unpa- 

in his early years. On the 3d of ralleled genius of this youth, and 

August IJ^y he was admitted his early propensities towards fori* 

into Colston's Bluecoat School, gery, must ever engage our at« 

where writing and accounts only tention and astonishment. That 

were taught, and continued there all the pieces produced by him 

^ven years. Me then went into were really of his own.composi-^ 

the o£ice of Mr. Lambert, an at- tion, seems now to b© generally 

torney, with whom he remained acknowledged ; and the conscious 

until April. 1 770, when he quitted silence of the advocates for their 

Bristol, and c^me to London, de- antiquity sufficiently shows that 

terminingfbr the future to rely on little can ,be opposed to the proof* 

his pen for subsistence. He im- brought in support of his title to 

mediately commenced a writer for them. We therefore venture to 

Magazines and other periodical ascribe them to him, and on their 

puUications $ liut the profits ari- account insert his name in the pre* 

sing from these were too srgall to sent list of dramatic authors* 

k^p him from distress. On the His dramas are as follow: 

22d of August, in the same year, 1. The Tournament, Int. 

in a fit of despair, he swallowed 2. jElla, T. Int. 

arsenic, and put a period to his 3. Goddwyn. A Tragedy. Un« 

life^ at the age of seventeen years> finished. 

Qine months, and two days. 4. The Parliament of Sprites* 

The annals of literature do not Int. 8vo. l^Sp. , 

furnish an ii]^tanc;e of such mira- 5. The Revenge. Buii.. 8vo« 

culpus talents^ as Mr. Walpoje 1795. 

properly calls them, being pos- 6. The IVoman q/* SpiriL Borl. 

se^d by any person so young as, 1770 5 Svo. 1803. 

our author was whe^ he destroyed He also .wrote two scenes of ^,. 

himself} and it is to be lamented tragedy called, 

that his merit wa^ not knowu early 7* TJiojDowager ; which are still 

enough to prevent his wretched in MS. 

cata.strophe. Could t})e several Cqaves^ A. Of this author 

poems, produced under the. P^ipis we can trace nothing further than 

of Rowley, be received as genuii^e^ that he wrote one play called . 

-the extent of Chatterton's abilities The Cares of Lave. C. 4to. 1 705 . 

would still <,appear amazing, and He does not, however> appear to 

«veo from pieces coBcerningwhicli ^aT« been a person ff any coDn« 
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derable note» by his piece being bibed an early predilection for the 

dedicated to Sir William Read^ the stagey— ^ general taste of this os^- 

mouDtebank. ture pervades the youth of the 

Chbeke, Henby. Of this gen- Irish metropolis; and many or- 

tleman nothing more is known, naments of the sock and buskin 

than the finding his name in Cox- in both kingdoms, at the present 

eter*s MS. notes, as author, or ra- day, were, in their juvenile por- 

ther as translator from the Italian, suits, the dramatic companions, 

of a play called in private acting, &c. d young 

Free WilL Tr. 4to. Bl. L. Cherry, who had, at the age of 

No date. fourteen, made his first appearance 

Cherensi,6.Frerb. AFrench as' Lucia, in the tragedy of Caio, 

gentleman, and author of several in a large room at the Blackamoor's 

productions in that language, in Head, Towers*s Street, Dublin, 

various departments of literature] At the age of seventeen, he spurn- 

and who professes the following ed typography, and boldly entered 

play to have been '* his first at- the dramatic lists, making his de^ 

*^ tempt in the English language:" hut as a professional actor, in a 

The Prejudices. C. 8vo. 179^. little town called Naas, fourteen 

Cherry, Andrew, is the eldest miles from Dublin, in a small 
son of the late Mr. John Cherry, strolling group, principally corn- 
printer and bookseller, at Lime- posed of runaway boys and girls, 
rick, in Ireland, and was born in and then under the management 
that city Jan. 11, 17625 and, hav- of a Mr. Martin. His first cha- 
ing received a respectable educa- racter was Colonel Feignwell (Bold 
tion at a grammar-school there. Stroke for a WifeJ^ an arduous 
was intended by his father to be task for a boy of seventeen, the 
qualified for holy orders by ma- character requiring a discrimina- 
triculation in a university; but, by tion so various, and a flexibility 
disappointments in life, his parent of talent that is rarely met with 
was obliged to abandon this inten- even in the veterans of the stage, 
tion, and, at eleven years of age. The applause was great ; and the 
Andrew was placed under the pro- manager of this sharing company , 
tection of Mr. James Potts, printer after pacing many encomiums on 
and bookseller, in Dame Street, his exertions, presented him with 
Dublin, and by him initiated in lO^d, as his dividend of the profits 
his art and mystery, From* an aur- of that night*s performance. Young 
cient friendship, which had sub- Cherry afterwards launched into a 
sisted between Mr. Potts and Mr.' most extensive range of charac- 
Gherry, Andrew was particularly ters j for, being blest with a pe- 
iavoured by his master, and made cuHar facility of stud/, in the space 
his constant companion in all re^ often months with this manager, 
creations, &c. Among other arouse* he acted almost all the principal 
ments, Mr. Potts was extremely characters in tragedy, comedy,, an4 
attached to theatrical exhibitions; farce j and, during the same pe- 
and, perceiving that his pupil's in- riods, suffered all the vici^itude 
clination bent strongly to that and distress concomitant to such a 
point, he seldom visited the theatre precarious mode of existence. His 
without tailing young Cherry with friends have heard him declarej^ 
^i^x. Thus encourn|;ed^ he im- that^ though constantly employe^ 
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in such laborious study, aa is im- less head. Towards the close of 
plied in what we have just said of the evening he strolled by acci- 
bis range of characters, he never dent into the lower part of the 
was in possession of a guinea during theatre, which had formerly been 
the whole ten months} he was an inn, and was then occupied by 
frequently without the means of a person whose husband had been 
common sustenance^ and some- a seijeant of dragoons, for the 
times even unable to buy the very purpose of retailing refreshments, 
candles by which he should study &c. to those who visited the the- 
the characters that were so nume- atre. After chatting until it grew 
rously allotted to him. In the late, the woman hinted to our 
town of Atblone, we are told, a hero that she wished to go to bed, 
circumstance of particular distress and begged he might retire; upon 
attended our hero; but which he which he replied, in the words of 
bore with all the magnanimity Don John, " I was JQst thinking 
that dramatic ardour could ih«- '' of going home, but ftat I have 
spire. The business of the theatre " no lodging." The good woman, 
-was suspended for a short time, taking the words literally, inquired 
in Qpnsequence • of the benefits into the cause, witli which be ac-* 
having turned out bad : the ma- quainted her without disguise, 
sager was resolved not to waste Being the mother of a family, she 
any more bills, but wait for the felt severely ^ his distressed situa- 
races, which were to commence tion : at that time he did not pos- 
in a few days. Our hero being of sess a single halfpenny in the 
a timid and bashful turn, and as- world, nor the means of obtaining 
sisted by a portion of youthful one. The poor creature shed tears 
pride, was incapable of making of regret that she could not ef- 
those advances, and playing oS fectually alleviate his misfortune. . 
that train of theatrical tricking. He endeavoured to assume a care- 
by which means benefits are fre^ less gaiety; but the woman's un- 
quently obtaineii in the country, afilected sorrow brought the refldc- 
and therefore he had been less tion of his own disobedience to 
successful than many of his bre- his mind, and he dropped tears in 
thren. His landlady, perceiving plenteous libation : in his grief he 
there was no prospect of payment, saw the sorrow of his parents, 
satisfied herself for the trifle al- whom he had deserted, to follow 
ready due, by seizing on the rem- what he began to perceive a mad 
nant of our hero's wardrobe ; and career, in despite of the many un- 
knowing she could dispose of her answei^ remonstrances be had 
lodgings to more advantage during received, with a fair promise of 
the faces, turned him out to the forgiveness and affection, should' 
mercy of the winter's wind, \yhich" he return to his business. This 
he endured with all his former philanthropic female lamented tliat 
philosophy. He rambled care- she could not fiirnish him with 
lessly about the streets, sometimes a bed, but offered to lend him her 
quoting passages to himself, both husband's cloak, and to procure a 
comic and serious, that were ana- bundle of dry hay, that he might 
logons to his situation, but with- sleep in an empty room in her 
out forming one determined idea house. His heart was too full to 
9f where he was to rest his hojise- pay his gratitude ia vi^ot^'^ -^ \v\v ^ 
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ty^s thanked her 5 he wept bit- once more ** returned to reason 
tcrlj, accepted her kind of*r?r, and " and the shbp," and remained at 
retired to rest. The intruding any hdme upwards of * three years, 
iurther on her kindness was pain* Anon the theatrical drum beat in 
fiiJ to him, as she was struggling his ears j he' forgot the misery of 
to maintain a numerous offspring, his former campaigning ; the glory 
He therefore carefully avoided the of it only remaining in hi* recol- 
house at meal-times, and wander- lection ; and, after making some 
cd through the fields or streets, e^xcursions of Jirtle moment, he 
. until he supposed their repasts were joined a respectable - corps under 
finished: at last, so overcome by the command of Mr. Richard Wil- 
fasting and fatigue, that he could liam Knipe, a well-known dra- 
fiot rest, he rose from his trooper's malic veteran, a scholar, and a 
^oak in the dead of the night, and gentleman,- whose facetious and 
explored the kitchen, searching- the eccentric character will be ever 
dresser and all its shelves and remembered with pleasure by all 
drawers, hi hopes of finding some- who knew him. • In his company 
thing that might satisfy the cravings Cherry enjoyed much comfort and 
of his appetite, but in vain. On satisfaction, and remained attached 
liis return to liis hay-truss, he ac- to it till Mr. Knipe's death 3 he 
cidentallystrucka^ainst-t he kitchen then joined the principal provin- 
table, the noise of which he feared cial company of Ireland under the 
might alarm the family 5 and, un* management of Mri Atkins, whera 
certain of the real ca^se of his he filled a most extensive round of 
leaving his apartment at that hour, characters, and for many years 
they migfit naturally suppose that was the popular favourite of the 
his purpose was to rob the house, north of Ireland. Here he mar- 
as a reward for their hospitality: ried the daughter of his old friend 
the idea added to the misery he and manager Mr. Knipe, by whom, 
then suffered 5 he trembled, he he has had a large family. ' 
listened, but all was quiet; and Mr.- Rydef having, ' in 1787, 
then renewed his search (for his been engaged for CoVent Gaitien, 
hunger overcame his fears), and Mr. Cherry, whose provincial re- 
ta his gratification he found a large putation had reached the capital, 
crust of stale bread,, which be was w-as called up from Belfast to snp^ 
afterwards informed had been used ply> his place at the Theatre Rojral, 
for rubbing out some spots of white > Smock Alley, Dublin. Here, for 
paint from the very cloakthat com* six years, iiiile Cherry (as he was 
posed his bedding; he,however»at6' familiarly called) ^tood at the top 
it with avidity, as he was entering of his profession in the comic line; 
on the fourth day without the least Having long entertained a desire 
refreshment, and retdrned heartfeU • of visiting England, he engaged 
thanks to Providence, whose pm- himself and- Mrs. Cherry to /Tate 
nipotent hand was stretched in the Wilkinson, at the time when Mr. 
very critical moment, to save him Fawcett was called to Covent Gar- 
from the most direful of all pos- den, whose situation he filled at 
sible deaths, starving ! the Theatres Royal of York, Hull, 
At length, after enduring more &c. for three years ; Avhen he 
than the usual hardships attendant again returned to his native coun- 
GB. a strolling life^ he left the stage, try. He continued two^ seasons jji 
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Ireland ; after which the mana- 
ger's irregular payments, and other 
disgusting circumstances, induced 
him to return to England. He 
accepted an engagement with 
Messrs. Ward and Banks, mana- 
gers of the Theatre Royal, Man- 
chester, where, with bis wife, he 
successfully performed two years. 
From thence he went to Bath, and 
for four seasons enjoyed an amplo 
share of public favour. 

On the abdication of the late Mr. 
King, Mr. Cherry was engaged 
at Drury Lane, where he made 
his appearance on the 25 th of 
September 1802, in the characters 
of Sir Benjamin Dove and Laza- 
rillo, and was received with great 
applause. 

Quitting now Mr. Cherry as 
tin actor, it remains for us to 
notice him as a dramatic writer; 
in which character we have to 
assign to him the following pieces : 

1 . Harlequin on the Stocks. Pant. 
Rom. 1793. 

2. The Outcasts. Opera. 1796. 
Not printed. 

3. Soldier*s Daughter. C. 8vo. 
1804. 

4. All for Fame. Com. Sketch. 
1805. N. P. 

5. The Village. C. 1805. N.P. 

6. The Travellers. Op. Dram. 
8vo. 1806. 

7. Thalia*s Tears. Poet. Effus. 

jsoa. N.P. 

S. Spanish Dollars. M. Ent. 
8vo. 1806. 

9. Peter the Great. Op. Dr. 
8vo. I8O7. ' 

10. J Day in London. C. I8O7, 
Not printed. 

Mr. Cherry is at present ma- 
nager of a theatrical company in 
Wales, 

Chettle, Hei^hy.. Of this 
prolific writer, who seems to have 
been assisting ia many dramatic 

VOL. I, 
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productions by other authors of his 
time, only one piece, entirely his 
own, will be seen to have been 
printed, according to the follow- 
lowing list: 

I. JEneas^s Revenge. Tr. 1598. 
N.P. 
. 2. Black Batman. P. 1 598. N.P. 

3. Hot Anger soon cold. P. 

1598. N. P. 

4. Play of a Woman, 1598. N.P. 
5.*Tis no Deceit to deceive the 

Deceiver. P. 1593. N. P. 

6. Agamemnon. P. 1599. N. P. 

J.Damon and Pythias. P. 1599, 
N.P. 

8. Stepmother's Tragedy, Play. 

1599. N. P. 

9. The Wooing of Death. P. 
1599. N. P. 

10. All is not Gold that glisters. 
P. 1600. N. P. 

II. The Golden Ass. P. 160O. 
N. P. 

12. Love parts Friendship. P. 
1601. N. P. 

13. The Orphan's Tragedy. P. 
1601. N. P. 

14. Robert Earl of Huntingdon's 
Death. H. P. 4to. 16OI. [in con- 
junction with.Mundy.] 

15. Sebastian, King of Portugal. 
P. 1601. N. P. 

16. Too Good to be True. P. 
1601. N.P. 

17. Danish Tragedy. 1 602. N.P. 

18. Felmelaneo. P. l602. N. P. 

19. Jane Shore. P. l602. N.P. 

20. Jephtha. P. 1602. N. P. 
2\. Lady Jane. P. l602. N.P. 

22. The London Florentine. P. 
1602.' N.P. 

23. Tobias. P. 1603. N. P. 

24. Ho f man. T. 4to. l631. 
To Chettle also has befen 

ascribed, 

25. Cardinal Wohey. P. 16OI, 
N.P. 

Chetwood, William Rufps. 
This authot for some tiipe kept' a 
I 
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bookseller's shop in Coven t Gar- 
clen. He was also for twenty 
years prompter to Drury Lane 
theatre, and in that very laborious 
^nd useful oflice was esteemed to 
have great excellence. Though 
no actor himself, yet, from being 
go conversant with the stage, and 
:with the various manfiers of dif- 
ferent eminent perfoimers, he be- 
paoie no bad theatrical instructor 3 
aod to the pains he took in that 
business some considerable actors 
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2. South' Sea, F. 8vo. 1720, 

3. Lover s Opera, 8vo. 1729. 

4. Generous Free Mason, T. C, 
F. B. Opera. 8vo. 1^3 1. 

Chki£tian,1.ieutenantT.P, 
has published two dramatic pieces, 
viz. 

1. Tievolution. Hist. Play. 8ro, 
1790. 

2. The Nuptials, Mus, Dram, 
8vo. 1791. 

Christoj'hebson, John, one 
of the first Fdlows of Trinity 



^tood indebted for part at leaht of College, Cambridge, and afterwards 
their early approbation. In parti- Bishop of Chichester^j w|*ote^ both 



pular it has been asserted, not only 
by Mr. Chetwood himself, but by 
others, that Mr, Barry received 
his first rudiments of theatrical ac- 
tion from this gentleman ; as did 
also a lady, who for many years 
stood in high estimation with ^1^® 
audiences of Dublin, viz. Mrs. 
Fitzhenry, formerly Mrs. Gre- 
gory. 

Mr. Chetwood by his first wife 
bad a daughter, who was bred up 
to the theatrical life, and was mar- 
ried to one Mr. Gemea. His se- 



in I^tin and Greek, 

Jephtha, T. 1546. . 

ClBBEB, COLLKY. T^Xs geD-f 

tleman, to whom the English stage 
has been in many respects highly 
obliged, both as an actor and } 
writer ; ajid in the latter character 
doubly so, by being not only 
greatly assistant in supporting it by 
his numerous and entertaining 
dramatic pieces, but also its his- 
toriographer through a long and 
important period; has given us 
so very pleasing and imp^rti^l a 



cond wife was a grand-daughter detail of the most niaterial circuit 



of Mr. Colley Cibber. Mr. 
Chetwood was living in Dublin 
in the year 17GO, when a play 
was acted for his benefit. He was 
then a prisoner for debt, and, in 
a note to the prologue spoken on 
that occasion, it was asserted, that 
bis old pupil Barry, in his greatest 
distress, had refused him any as- 
sistance ! He surv i ved till Maifch 3, 
1 yQG, Chetwood wrote some piece^s 
in the novel way, and a work called 
A General History of the Stage, 
which, however, has very Uttle, 
or ratl^er indeed no merit. He 
has also written the following dra- 
matic pieces : 

1. 27te Stock' Jolhers 'y or. The 
Humours of Exvhani^e ylUey, C. 
$vo. 1720. 



stances of his life, that w« cannot 
apply to a more perfect source of 
intelligence concerning it than what 
that work will afford v&^ niore 
especially as b it he has drawn 
the most candid portrait of the 
features of his mind, as well as 
thQ clearest narrative of the effects 
produced by the different cpmbi- 
nation^ of the several parts; of bis 
natural disposition. Frona that, 
thej^fore, the greater part of the 
following account will, in as con- 
cise a manner as ppssible, be ab- 
stracted. 

Mr. Cibber was born on the 
6th of November, O. S. 167I, 
in Southarnptoh Streiet^ Covent 
Garden. His father, C^ius Gabriel 
Cibber, was a native of Holstein» 
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and came into England, to follow founder, it is not to be wondered 
his profession of a statuary, sowe at that he was unsuccessful. Ra-- 
time before the restoration of ther pleased with what he looked 
King Charles II. The eminence on as a reprieve froni the confined 
to which he attained in his art may * life of a schoolboy, than piqued 
be judged from the two celebrated at the loss of his election, he re- 
iraagesjof raging and melancholy turned to London, and there, even '^ 
madness on the two piers of the thus early, conceived an inciinatioii 
great gate of Bethlehem Hospital, tor the stage, which, however, he, 
and also by the basso-relievo on the on more considerations than one, 
pedestal of that stupendous' column thought proper to suppress; and 
called the Monument, erected in therefore wrote down to his father, 
commemoration of the great fire who was at that time employed nr 
of London in 1666. His mother Chatsvv^orth in Derbyshire, by the 
was the daughter of William Col- Earl (afterwards Duke) of Devon- 
ley, Esq, of Glaiston in Rutland- shire,' in the raising that seat to 
shire, whose father. Sir Anthony the magnificence it has ever since 
Colley, by his steady attachment possessed, to entreat of him that 
to the royal cause> during. the he might be sent as soon as pos- 
troubles of King Charles L*s reign, sible to the university. This re- 
reduced his estate from three thou- quest his father seemed very in-* 
sand to about three hundred pounds clinable to comply with, and as- 
per annum. The family of the sured him in his answer, that, as 
Colleys, though extinct by the soon as his own leisure would per- 
death of our laureat*s uncle, Ed- mit, he would go with him to 
•ward Colley, Esq. from whom Cambridge, at which university he 
he received his Christian name, imagined he had more interest to 
and who was the last heir male of settle him to advantage than at 
it, had been a very ancient one j Oxford -, but in the mean time 
it appearing from Wright's History sent for him down to Chatsworth, 
of Rutlandshire, that they hzd been that he might in the interim be 
sheriffs and members of Parlia- more immediately under his own 
nient from the reign of Henry VII. eye. 

to the latter end of King Charles I. Before young Cibber, however. 

In l682 he was sent to the free- could set out on his journey for 

school of Grantham in Lincoln- that place, the Prince of Orange, 

shire> where he stayed till he got afterwards King William III. had 

through- It, from the lowest form landed in the west, so that, when 

to the uppermost; and such learn- our author came to Nottingham, 

ing as that school could give him he found his father in arms there 

is, as he himself acknowledges, among, the forces which the Earl 

the most he could pretend to. of Devonshire had raised to aid 

About 1689 he was taken from that prince. The old man, con- 

school, to stand for the election of sidering this as a very proper season 

children into Winchester College 5 for a young fellow to distinguish 

but, having no further interest or himself in, and being besides too 

recommendation than that of his far advanced in years to endure 

own naked merit, and the being the fatigue of a winter campaign, 

descended by the mother's side entreated the Earl of Devonshire 

frpm Williaiia of Wickham [he to accept of this son in his rcwMsx^ 
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which his Lordship not only con- 
sented 10, but even promised, that, 
■when affairs were settled, he would 
further provide for him. Thus ail 
at once was the current of our 
young hero's fortune entirely turn- 
ed into a new channel, his thoughts 
of the university were smothered 
in ambition, and the intended aca- 
demician converted, to his inex- 
pressible delight, into a cam- 
paigner. 

They had not been many days 
' at Nottingham before they heard 
that. Prince George of Denmark, 
"with some other great persons, 
were gone off from the King to (he 
Prince of Orange, and that the 
Princess Anne, fearing her father's 
resentment, in consequence of this 
step of her consort, had withdrawn 
herself from London in the night, 
and was then within half a day's 
journey of Nottingham ; and more- 
over, that a thousand of the King's 
dragoons were in pursuit of her, 
in order to bring her back prisoner 
to London. Although this last 
article was no more than a false 
alarm, being one of the stratagems 
made use of over the whole king- 
dom, in order to excite and ani- 
mate the people to their common 
defence 5 yet it obliged the troops 
to scranible to arms in as much 
order as their consternation would 
admit of, to hasten to her assistance 
or rescue; but they had not ad- 
vanced many miles on the London 
road, before they met the Princess 
in a coach, attended only by Lady 
Churchill and Lady Fitzharding, 
whom they conducted through the 
accljimations of the people to Not- 
tingham, where they were that 
night entertained at the charge of 
the Earl of Devonshire. On this 
occasioUj Mr. Gibber being desired 
by his Lordship's makre d'hotel 
to attend, the post assigned him 



was io observe what the Lady 
Ghurchill, afterwards Duchess of 
Marlborough, might call for; and, 
from the manner in which he has 
made mention of that lady, it is 
apparent that her charms at that 
time made such an impression on 
his young heart, as, though the 
immenjse distance of her rank ob- 
liged, and at the same time per- 
haps enabled, him to suppress, yet 
even a course of fifty years, which 
passed between that period and 
the time of his writing his Apolo^, 
could not entirely efface. . 

From Nottingham the- troops 
marched to Oxford, where the 
Prince and Princess of Denmark 
met. Here the troops continued 
in quiet quarters till, on the set- 
tling of the public tranquillity, 
they were remanded back to. Not- 
tingham, and those who chose it 
were granted their discharge; 
among whom was our author, who 
now quitted the field, and the hopes 
of military preferment, and re- 
turned to bis father at Chatsworth. 
And now his expectations of fu- 
ture fortune, in a great measure/ 
depended upon the promises of 
patronage which he had received 
from the Earl of Devonshire, who, 
on being reminded of them, was so 
good as to desire his father to send 
him to London in the winter, 
when he would consider of some 
provision for him ; and our author, 
with equal honour and candour, 
acknowledges that it might well 
require time to consider it, for that 
it was then much harder to know 
what he was really fit for, than to 
have got him any thing he was not 
fit for. During his period of at- 
tefidance on this nobleman, how- 
ever, a frequent application to 
the amusements of the theatre 
awakened in him his passion for 
the stage^ which he seemed dov 
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determined on pursuing as his amiable and attractive. Nor was 
summum bonum, and, in spite of she less delighted with the spright- 
father, mother, or friends, to fix Jiness of his wit, and the easy 
on as his neplus ultra, gaiety of his address. In short, a 
Previous, however, to our pro- courtship quickly commenced on 
ceeding to the theatrical anecdotes the foundation of a mutual pas- 
of his life, it may be ptoper to sion, and terminated in a marriage 
mention one circumstance, which, contrary to the consent of the 
though it happened somewhat later young lady's father, who, though 
than his first commencing actor, we he afterwards thought proper to 
cannot, without an improper in- give her some fortune, yet, in the 
terruption, introduce, with any suddenness of his resentment, put 
chronological exactness, unless by it out of his own power to bestow 
breaking into the thread of our on her all that he had origii.ally 
narrative hereafter 5 yet which is intended her, by appropriating 
an event constantly of importance great part of what he had so de- 
in every man*s history, and which signed her to the building of a 
be himself mentions as an instatKe little retirement on the Thames, 
of his discretion, more desperate which was called Shore's Folly, 
than that of prefeiTing the stage to and which has been demolished 
any other views of life. This is no for many years past. 
other than his marriage, which he But to proceed to his dramatic 
entered into about the year 1693, history. It appears to have been 
before he was quite twenty-two about February iCfSp, when our 
years of age, merely on the plan author first became a dangler about 
of love, at a time when he him- the theatre, where for some time 
self informs us he had no more he considered the privilesje of 
than twenty pounds a year, which every day seeing plays a sufficient 
bis father had assured to him, and consideration for the best of his 
twenty shillings per week from the services 5 so that be was full three 
theatre, which could not amount quarters of a year before he was 
to above thirty pounds per annum taken into a salary often shillings 
more. The lady he married was per week. The insufficiency of ' 
-sister to John Shore, Esq. who his voice, and the disadvantages 
for many years was serjeant-trum- of a meagre uninformed person, 
pet of England ; 10 which gentle- were bars to his setting out as a 
inan as Mr. Gibber was one day , hero 5 and all that seemed pro- 
paying a visit, his ear was charm- mising in him was an aptness of 
ed with the harmony of a female ear, and in consequence of that a 
-voice, accompanied by a finger justness in his manner of speak- 
which performed in a masterly ing. The parts he played were 
Stianner on a harpsichord : being very trivial ; that in which he was 
informed, on an inquiry which an first taken any considerable notice 
nnosaal curiosity urged him to of being of no greater consequence 
make, that both the voice and than the Chaplain in The Orphan ; 
band belonged to the sister of his and he himself informs us, that 
friend, he begged to be introduced, the commendations he received on 
and at first sight was captivated that occasion from Goodman, a 
with the view' of every personal veteran of eminence on the staq<a, 
charm that could render a female which be Wd ^Si v\kaX>[Nxs^& c^w.^^^ 
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jaWed him with a transport which and actor, by his first coraedf , ' 
could scarcelybe exceeded by those called Love's L as i' Shift, or The 
of Alexander or Charles XII. at Fool in Fashion, were insufficient 
the head of their victorious armies, to promote him to any consider- 
His next step to fame was in con- able past of parts, till the year 
sequence of Queen Mary's having I697 5 when Sir John Vaubrugb 
commanded The Double Dealer to did him a double honour, viz. first, 
beactedj whenMr.Kynaston,who by borrowing the hint of his co- 
originally played Lord Touch wood, medy for the writing of his Relapse, 
being so ill as to be entirely in- by way of se<]uel to it ; aiid, se- 
capable of going on for it, Mr. condly, by fixing on him for the 
Gibber, on the recommendation of performance of his favourite cha- 
Congreve, the author of the play, racter in it of Lord FoppingtoD. 
undertook the part, and at that In 1707, however, we find him 
very short notice performed it so considered by Mr. Rich, the pa- 
well, that Mr. Congreve not only tentee, as of some consequence, 
paid him some very high compli- by his excepting him from tbe 
ments on it, but recommended number of the performers whom 
him to an enlargement of salary he permitted Mr.Swiney to engage 
from fiftetn to twenty shillings per with for his theatre in the Hay- 
week. But even this success did market (though our author, on 
not greatly elevate the rank of findinghimself slightingly used by 
estimation in which he stood with this manager, paid no regard to 
the patentees as an actor 3 for, on that exception, but joined Swiney); 
the opening of Drury Lane theatre and in the ensuing year, when his 
in 1695, with the remainder of friend Colonel Brett obtained a 
the old company, on the revolt of fourth share in the patent, and the 
Betterton and several of the prin- performers formed a coalition, and 
cipal performers to Lincoln's Inn returned to Drury Lane, Mr. Cib- 
Fields,an occasional prologue which ber also acceded to the treaty, Bnd 
he had written, although acknow- returned with them 5 but, on the 
lodged the best that had been of- silencing of the patent in 1709# 
fered, -and very readily paid for, he, together with Wilks, Dogget, 
yet would not be admitted to an and Mrs. Oldfield, went over again 
acceptance on any other terms to Mr. Swiney. 
tlian his absolutely relinquishing In 171I he became united, as 
any claim to the speaking it himself, joint-patentee with Collier, Wilks, 
Soon after, his accepting of the and Dogget, in the management of 
part of Fondlewife in The Old Drury Lane theatre 5 and after- 
Bachelor on a sudden emergency wards in a like partnership with 
(in which, by the closest imitation Booth, Wilks, and Sir Richard 
of Doggelj who had been the ori- Steele. During his latter period, 
ginal performer of it, not only in which did not entirely end till 
dress, but invoice and manner, he 1731, the English stage was per- 
obtained an almost unbounded haps in the most flourishing state 
plaudit from the audience), gave it ever enjoyed. But tbe toss of 
him some little flight of reputa- Booth, Mrs. Oldfield, Mrs. Porter, 
tion ; yet not only this,' but even and Mr. Wilks, lopping oflFksprin- 
the applause which in the ensuing cipal supports, Mr. Clbber sold out 
yeav he obtained, both ^s an autlior his share of the patent^ and letised 
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the public business of the 
; to which, however, heat a 
Jiirticular periods occasionally 
ned, performing at no less a 
Y, as we have been informed, 
lifty guineas per night j and 

2 year 1745^ though upwards 
-'enty-four, he appeared in the 
icter of Pandulph, the Pope's 
?, in his own tragedy, called 
:/ Tyranny, which he perform- 
lotwithstanding his advanced 
with great vigour and spirit, 
hat might perhaps be an ad- 
lal inducement to this gentle- 
to leave the stage at the time 
d (when, as he himself tells 
hough it began to grow late 

3 with him, yet, still having 
!i and strength enough to 
been as useful on the sias^e 
sr, he was under no visible 
sity of quitting it), might be 
aving, in the year 1730, on 
leath of Mr. Eusden, been 
oted to the vacant laurel ; the 
' annexed to which, together 
what he had saved from the 
aments of the theatre, and the 
f his share in the patt-nt, set 
above the necessity of con- 
ig on it. After a number of 

passed in the utmost ease, 
', and good-humour, he de- 
1 this life, at Islington, on 
2th of December 17.57 J his 
servant (whom he had talked 

his bedside at six in the 
iug, in seeming g(W)d health) 
g him dead at nine, lying on 
How, just as he left him. He 
ecenily completed his Sb'th 

; Gibber has, in his own ^po- 
or his life, drawn so open 
andid a portrait of himself in 

light in which we can have 
on to consider him, that we 
y no means do more justice 

character than by taking se- 
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parately the various features of that 
portrait, to ehabld ^ the reader to 
form an id^ of him in the several 
points of view, of a man, an actor, 
and a writer. 

As a man, he has told us, that, 
even from his school-days, there 
was ever a degree of inconsistency 
in his disposition ; that he was al- 
ways in full spirits 5 hi some small 
capacity to do right, but in a more 
frequent alacrity to do wrong; and 
consequently often under a worse 
character than he wholly deserved. 
A giddy negligence always pos- 
sessed him ; insomuch, that he tells 
us, he remembers having been once 
whipped for his theme, though his 
master told him at the same time, 
that what was good of it was bet- 
ter than any boy*s in the form. 
The same odd fate frequently at- 
tended the course of his later con- 
duet in life J for the indiscretion, 
or at least unskilful openness with 
which he always acted, drew more 
iil-will towards him than men of 
worse morals and more wit might 
have i;net witJi ; whilst his igno- 
ranreand want ofjealousy of man- 
kind was so strong, that it was with 
reluctance he could be brought to 
believe any person he was ac- 
qu minted with, capable of envy, 
malice, or ingratitude. In short, 
a degree of vanity, sufficient to 
keep him ever in temper with him- 
self; blended with such a share of 
humility as made him sensible of 
his own follies, ready to acknow- 
ledge them, and as ready to laugh 
at them ; a sprightly readiness of 
wit and repartee, which frequent- 
ly enabled him to keep the laugh 
in his favour, with a fund of good- 
nature, which was not to be ruffled 
when the jest happened to run 
against him ; together with a great 
natural quickness of parts, and an 
intimate acqualatanc^ mNJci.^'^'igjKiN. 
i4t 
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and polite life; seem to be the 
principal materials of which his 
character was composed. Few men 
had more personal friends and ad- 
mirers, and few men, perhaps, a 
greater number of undeserved 
enemies. A steady attachment to 
those Revolution principles which 
be first set out with in life, though 
not pursued by him with virulence 
or offence to anyone, created a 
party against him, which almost 
constantly prevented his receiving 
those advantages from his writ- 
ings, or that applause for his act- 
ing, which both justly merited. 
Yet, that the malevolence of his 
opponents had very little effect on 
his spleen, is apparent through 
the whole course of his disputes 
with Mr. Pope ; who, though a 
much superior writer with respect 
to sublimity and correctness, yet 
stood very little chance when ob- 
liged to encounter with the keen- 
ness of his raillery, and the easy 
unaffected nonchalance of his hu- 
mour. In a word, he seemed most 
truly of Sir Harry Wildair's tem- 
per, whose spleen nothing could 
piove but impossibilities. Nor did 
it seem within the power of even 
age and infirmity to get the bet- 
ter of this self-created happiness 
in his disposirigh ; for even in the 
very latter years of his life, when 
amidst a circle of persons, not 
one of whom perhaps had attain- 
ed to the third part of his age, yet 
has Mr. Gibber by his easy good- 
humour, liveliness of conversation, 
and a peculiar happiness he had in 
telling a story, been apparently 
the very life of the company, and, 
but for the too evident marks of 
the hand of time on his features, 
might have been imngined the 
youngest man in it. Add to this, 
that, besides these superficial agre- 
mens, be was possessed of i^reat 



humanity, benevolence, and uni- 
versal philanthropy , and, by con- 
tinued actions of charity, compas- 
sion, and beneficence, ever bore 
the strongest testimonial to bis 
being master of that brightest of 
all sublunary gems, a truly good 
heart. 

As an actor, nothing can surely 
be a stronger proof of his merit 
than the eminence to which be 
attained in that profession, in 
opposition to all the disadvantages 
which, by his own account, we 
find he had to struggle with. For, 
exclusive of the pains taken by 
many of his contemporaries to keep 
him below the notice of the pub- 
lic. Nature seemed herself to op- 
pose his advancement. 

His person, at first, though not 
ill-made, was, he tells us, meagre 
and uninformed (but this defect 
was probably soon amended, as he 
latterly had a figure of sufficient 
fulness and weight for any part) j 
his complexion was pale and dis- 
mal, and his voice weak, thin, and 
inclining to the treble. His great- 
est advantages seem to have been 
those of a very accurate ear, and a 
critical judgment of nature. Hisi. 
chief excellency lay in the walk 
of fops and feeble old men in co- 
medy, in the former of which he 
does not appear ever to have been 
excelled in any period before him, 
or nearly equalled in any since. 
Yet it is apparent, that he fre- 
quently acted parts of consequence 
in tragedy, and those too, if not 
with the admiration, vet with the 
patient sufferance of the audience; 
and the rank of estimation he stood 
in, with respect to the public, in 
the opposed lights of a tragedian 
and a comic performer, cannot be 
better described than in his own 
words : *' I was vain enough to 
^' thiuk," says he, *' that I bad 
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^^ more ways than one to come at 

" applause, and that, in the va- 

** riety of characters I acfed, the 

*' chances to win it were the 

** strongest on ray side. That, if 

*' the multitude were not in a roar 

*' to see me in Cardinal Wolsey, I 

*' could be sure of them in Alder- 

•' man Fondlewife. If they hated 

" me in lago, in Sir Fopling they 

•' took me for a fine gentleman. 

" If they were silent at Sj'^phax, 

*' no Italian eunuch was more ap- 

" plauded than I when I sung in Sir 

" Courtly. If the morals of iEsop 

*' were too grave for them. Justice 

*' Shallow was as simple and as 

^' merry an old rake as the wisest 

" of our young ones could wish 

*' me. And though the terror and 

** detestation raised by King Ri- 

*' chard might be too severe a de- 

*' light for them, )ret the more 

*' geutle and modern vanities of a 

" Poet Bayes, or the well-bred 

*' vices of a Lord Foppington, 

*' were not at all more than their 

*' merry hearts, or nicer morals, 

*' could bear.** 

Though, in this account, Mr. 
Cibber has spoken with great mo* 
deration of himself, yet it is appa- 
rent that he must have had great 
merit in tragedy as well as come- 
-dy, since the impression he made 
on the audience was nearly the 
game in both ; for as it is well 
known that his excellence in re- 
presenting the fops induced many 
to imagine him as great a coxcomb 
in real life as he appeared to be on 
the stage; so, he informs us, that 
from the delight he seemed to take 
in performing the villainous cha- 
racters in tragedy, half his audi- 
tors were persuaded that a great 
share of the wickedness of them 
must have been in his own nature. 
But this he confesses that he look- 
eA on in the very Ught we view it 



in, in this place, rather as a praise 
than a censure of his performance, 
since aversion in that case is no* 
thing more than an hatred incurred 
for being like the thing one ought 
to be like. 

The third and last view, in 
which we are to consider him, is 
that of a writer. In this character 
he was at times very severely han- 
dled by some of his contemporary 
critics J but by none with more 
harshness than Mr. Pope. Party 
zeal, however, seems to have had 
a large share in exciting the oppo- 
sition against him, as it is ap- 
parent, that, when uninfluenced 
by prejudice, the audience has, 
through a course of more than a 
century, received great pleasure 
from several of his plnys, which 
have constantly formed part of the 
entertainment of every season, and 
some of them repeatedly performed 
with that approbation which they 
undoubtedly merit. The most im- 
portant charge against him seenn^ 
to have been, that his plots were 
not always bis own; which re- 
flection would have been just, had 
he produced no plays but such as 
he had altered from other authors , 
but in his first letter to Mr. Pope 
he assures us, and with great 
truth, that his Fool in Fashion and 
Careless Husband, in particular, 
were as much (if not so valuable) 
originals as any thing his anta- 
gonist had ever written. And in 
excuse for those which he did only 
alter, or mdeed compile from 
others, it is evident that they were 
for the most part composed by col- 
lecting what little was good in 
perhaps several pieces which had 
imd no success, and were laid aside 
as theatrical lumber. On this ac- 
count he was frequently treated as 
a plagiary ; yet it is oettai^^ \3caX. 
many of \h.Q^ i^^-^^ ^^VivO^V*^^ 
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been dead to the stage out of all the entertainment of the eye ; and 
memory, have, by his assisting that vice and foUy, however pleas- 
hand, not only been restored to ingly habited, are constantly lash- 
life, but have eveii continued ever ed, ridiculed, or reclaimed in rhem, 
since in full spirit and vigour. On and virtue as constantly rewarded, 
this account surely the public and There is an arguaient, indeed, 
the original authors are greatly in- which might be pleaded in favour 
debted to him -, that sentiment of of this author, were his plays pos- 
the poet being certainly true, sessed of a much smaller share of 
, ... merit than is to be found in them j 

Chi trae Vu.m del sepolcro ed in nnta lo ^^^^^ • ^j^^^ j^^ ^ ^^ j^^^^ j^ 

the early part of his life, through 
Nor have other writers been so necessity, for the support of his 
violently attacked for the same increasing family j his precarious 
fault. Mr. Dryden thought it no income as an actor being then too 
diminution of his fame to take the scanty to supply it with even the 
same liberty with The Tempest and necessaries of life : and with great 
the Troilus and Cressida of Shak- pleasantry he acquaints us, that 
speare. Nor do these altered plays, his muse and his spouse were 
as Mr. Gibber justly pleads, take equally prolific ; that the one was 
from the merit of those more sue- seldom mother of a child,' but in 
cessful pieces which were entirely th^ same year the other made him 
his own.' A tailor that can make the father of a play 5 and that they 
^ new coat well, is not surely the had had a dozen of each sort be- 
worse workman because he can tween-them, of both which kinds 
mend an old one; acoblermaybe some died in their infancy, ;;nd 
allowed to be useful, though no near an equal number of each 
one will contend for his being fa- were alive when he quitted the 
raous ; nor is any man blameable theatre. No wonder then, when 
for doing a little good, though he the Muse is only called upon by 
cannot do so much as another, family duty, that she should not al- 
Besides, Mr. Gibber candidly de- ways rejoice in the fruit of her la- 
clares, that whenever he took upon bonr. This excuse, we say, might 
him to make some dormant play be pleaded in Mr. Cibber*s favour: 
of an old author fit for the stage, but we must confess ourselves of 
it was honestly not to be idle that the opinion, that there is no occa- 
' set him to work, as a good house- sion for the plea -, and that his 
wife will mend old linen when she plays have merit enough to speak 
has not better employment ; but in their own cause, without the 
that, when he was more warmly necessity of begging indulgence, 
engaged by a subject entirely new. His plots, whether original or 
he only thought it a good subject, borrowed, are lively and full of 
when it seemed worthy of an abler business j yet not confused in the 
pen than his own, and might prove action, nor bungled in the cata- 
as useful to the hearer as profit- strophe. His characters are well 
able to himself. And, indeed, this drawn, and his dialogue easy, gen- 
e^seutial piece of merit must be teel, and natural. And if he has 
granted to his own original plays, not the iiitrinsic wit of a Con- 
viz, that they always tend to the greve or a Vanbrugh, yet there 
wproFemeatofthemindaswellas is a luxuriance of fancy in his 
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thoughts, which gives an almost 14. A/yr/i/^. Pastoral Interlude, 

equal pleasure, and a pur'Uy in his 8vo. 1715. 

sentiments and morals, the want of 15. Hob 5 or. The Country fVake, 

which, in theabovenamedauthors, F. 12mo. 17 15. 

has sofreiquently and so justly bfeen l6, Venus and Adonis, Masque. 

censured. In a word, we think the Svo. \y\6. 

English stage as much obliged to 17. Noujuror. C. Svo. 1718. 

Mr. Gibber, for a fund of rational 18. Xim4ina, T.. Svo. 17 19. 

entertainment, as to any dramatic I9. Refusal. C. Svo. 1721, 

writer this nation has produced, 20. Ccesar in Egypt, Tr. 8vo» 

»Shakspeare only excepted ; and 1725. 

one unanswerable evidence nas 21. Provoked Husband, Com. 

been borne to tlie satisfaction the (Part by Sir John Vanbrugh.) 

public have received from his Svo. 1728. 

plays, and such an one as no au« 22. Rival Queans, Comical 

thor besides himself can boast, viz. Tragedy. Svo. 1729. 

that although the number of his 23. Love in a Riddle. Pastoral, 

dramatic pieces is very extensive, Svo. 1729. [Misprinted 1719.] 

* a considerable part are now, and 24. Damon and Phiiiidcr, Ballad 

seem likely to continue, on the list Op. Svo. 17^9% 

of acting and favourite plays. 25. Papal Tyranny in the Reign 

As a writer, exclusive of the of King John, T. Svo. 1745. 

stage, his two l«tters to Mr. Pope, 26. Tlie Z,ady*s Lecture, Tbeat. 

and his Apology for his own Life, Dial. Svo. 1748. 

are too well known, and too justly His name is put to an opera^ 

admired, to leave us any room to called, 

.exjiatiate on their worth. His 27. Chuck, 1736. 

dramatic pieces are, ^ Daniel Defoe ascribes to him 

1 . Love's Last Shift, C. 4to, the anonymous tragedy, called, 
1696. 28, Cinnas Conspiracy, 4to. 

2. Woman's Wit. Q.4io.l6g7' 1713. 

3. Xerxes, T. 4to. I699. We have also heard attributed to 

4. King Richard the Third, T. Cibber, 

altered. 4to. 1700. 29. The Temple ofDulness, C. 

5. Love makes a Man, C. 4to. O. 4to. 1745. 

1701. And Oulton's List. naraesa piece, 

0. Shewou*d andShewou*dnot, probably an abridgment of this 

C. 4to. 1703. last, called, 

7* Careless Husband. C. 4to. 30. Capochio and Dorinna, M, 

1705. E. 4to. N. D. 

8. Perolla and Izadora, Trag. Gibber, Susanna - Maria. 
4to. 1706. This lady, whose maiden name 

9. School Boy. Com. 4to. 1707. was Arne, and whose merit as an 

10. Comical Lovers. C. 4io. actress was well known, and long 
[1707.] estabrished> was the daughter of 

1 1 . Double Gallant, C. 4to. an eminent upholsterer in Covent 
[1707.] Garden, and sister to that great 

12. Lady* s last Stake, C. 4to. musical composer Dr. Thomas Au- 
^1708.] gustine Arne. Her first appear- 

13. lUval Fools, C. 4to. [17^9 ] ancQ on tb^ sta^^fe >H'e^\^% ^ivcw^ v 
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in which light the sweetness of her 
voice and the strength of her judg- 
ment rendered her very soon con- 
spicuous. In the year 1736, how- 
ever, she made her iirst attempt as 
a speaking |)erformer, in the cha- 
racter of Zara, in Mr. HilFs tra- 
gedy of that name> being its first 
representation at Drury Lane 5 in 
which part she gave both surprise 
and delight to the audience, who 
were no less charmed with the 
beauties of her present perform- 
ance, than with the prospect of 
future entertainment from so va- 
luable ^n acquisition to the stage ; 
a prospect which was ever after 
perfectly maintained, and a meri- 
dian lustre shone forth fully equal 
to what was promised from the 
morning dawn. And though it 
may not appear to have any im- 
mediate relation with our present 
design, yet we cannot, with justice 
to her merits, dispense with the 
transmitting down to posterity, by 
this opportunity, some slight idea 
of this capital ornament of our 
stage. Her person was perfectly 
elegant; for althougli she some- 
what declined beyond the bloom 
of youth, and even wanted that 
embonpoint which sometimes is 
assistant in concealing the impres- 
sion made by the hand of time, 
, yet there was so complete a sym- 
metry and proportion in the dif- 
ferent parts which constituted this 
lady*s form, tliat it was impossible 
to view her figure and not think 
her young, or look in her face and 
not consider her handsome. Her 
voice was beyond conception 
plaintive and musical, yet far from 
deficient in powers for the expres- 
sion of resenttnent or disdain ; and 
so much equal command of fea- 
ture did she possess for the repre- 
sentation of pity or rage, of com- 
piaceooe or disdain, that it would 



be difficult to say whether she af- 
fected the hearts of an audience 
most, when playing the gentle, the 
delicate Celia, or the haughty, the 
resenting Hermione; in the inno- 
cent love-sick Juliet, or in the 
forsaken, the enraged Alicia. In a 
word, through every cast of trage- 
dy she was admirable ; and, could 
we forget die excellence of a Prit- 
chard, we should be apt to say, 
inimitable. She made some at- 
tempts in comedy. They were, 
however, in no degree equal to her 
excellence in the opposite walk -, 
and, indeed, after the mention we 
have just made of another lady, it 
will be sufficient to jremind our 
reader, that one actor and owe ac- 
tress, universally capital, are as 
much as can be expected to be 
the produce of a single ceniufy. 
But to drop tills digression. Mrs, 
Gibber was second wife to Mr. 
Theophilus Gibber, of whose life 
we shall immediately relate some 
of the circumstances. They were 
married in April 1734; and what 
were the consequences of, their 
union are too well known to ren- 
der our entering into any particu- 
lars in relation to them necessary. 
In the latter years of Mrs, Gib* 
ber's life she performed at Drary 
Lane Theatre ; but being subject 
to a disorder which was unfortu- 
nately unknown to her physician, 
and consequently treated impro- 
perly, she was often, as Mr. Da- 
vies observeSjL prevented from giv* 
ing the public '* that exquisite 
*' pleasure which she was sure 
'^ to impart whenever she acted. 
*^ Her health was so precarious, 
*' and she was so subject to fre- 
** quent relapses, that the news- 
*' papers ranked her ampngst the 
'* dead near three months sooner 
" than her decease. About a 
*' month before her death, the 
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** King commanded fhe comedy 
** of The Provoked IVife 5 she was 
'^ then indisposed, but was snp-? 
'^ posed to be recovering some de- 
f* gree of health ; nothing could 
** prevent her paying her duty to 
*' the King and Queen by playing 
" the part of Lady Brute, a cha- 
*' racter for which she had always 
*' discovered a most remarkable 
'' fondness. The acting this pah, 
^' when her health was so infirm, 
" some people believed to be the 
'' cause of her death 5 but the . 
*f truth iS;, she had been strongly 
'' pressed to bathe in sea-water, to 
^' which she had a most fixed 
" aversion: however, she com plied 
*f with the advice of a very emi- 
*' nent and skilful physician, and 
*f that compliance precipitated her 
f death. Her indisposition was 

Supposed to be a bilious colic 5 
*' but on her body being opened, 
f ' it proved that her disorder arose 
*^ from stomach- worms." 

She died the 30th of January 
1766, and was buried in the cloy- 
sters of Westminster Abbey. 

A gentleman, who was in com- 
pany witli Mr. Garrick when the 
hews of her death was brought, 
heard him pronounce hereulogium 
in the following words : '* Then 
** tragedy expired with her 5 and 
*^ yet she was the greatest female 
" plague belonging to my house. 
'* 1 could easily parry the artless 
*' thrusts, and despise the coarse 
*' language, of «jsome of my other 
'^ heroines ; but whatever was 
*' Gibber's object, a new part or 
" a new dress, she was always 
*^ sure to carry her point by the 
♦' acuteness of her invective, and 
*' the steadiness of her perse- 
'* verance.'* 

Mrs. Gibber has a right to ^ 
place in this work' as a dramatic 
writer, having brought a very ele- 



gant little piece on the stage, taken 
from the French, called 

The Oracle, Com. of one act. 
8yo. 1752. 

GiBBBR, Theophilus. Tliis 
gentleman was son of the cele- 
brated laureat, and husband to the 
lady mentioned in the preceding 
article. As if the very beginning 
of his life was intended as a presage 
of the confusion and perplexities, 
which were to attend the progress 
of it, and of the dreadful catastro- 
phe which was to put the closing 
period to it, he was born on the 
day of the violent and destructive 
storm, 26th of November 1703, 
whose fury ranged over the great- 
est part of Europe, but was parti- 
cularly fatal to this kingdom. In 
what degree of eldership he stood 
among the children of the laureat, 
we know not i but as it is apparent 
that Mrs. Gibber was very prolific, 
and as our hero did not come into 
the world til! ten years after his 
father's miarriage, it is probable he 
had many seniors. About the year 
17 16 or 1717 he was sent to Win- 
chester school, where he received 
all the education he had to boast 
of, and very soon after his return 
from thence (as he performed in 
The .Conscious Lovers in 17^1) 
came on the stage. Inclination 
and genius probably induced him 
to make this profession his choice ; 
and the power his father possessed 
as one of the managers^ of the 
Theatre Royal, together with the 
estimation he stood in as an actor, 
enabled this his son to pursue 
it with considerable advantages, 
which do not always so favourably 
attend the first attempts of a young 
performer. In this profession, 
however, he quickly gave proofs of 
great merit, and soon attained a 
considerable share of the public fa- 
vour. His manner of actua^^NR^ 
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in the same walk of characters perhaps might at first prevail on 
u'bich his father had with so much hi/n to appear ignorant of what it 
and so just a reputation supported, was but too evident he could not 
In his steps he trod, and though avoid knowing, and afterwards 
not witJi equal excellence, yet urge him to steps, in the pursuance 
with sufficient to set him on a rank of which, without his by any means 
with most of the rising generation avenging his wrongs, his fame, his 
of performerfi, both as to present peace of mind, his credit, and even 
Worth, and future prospect of im- his future fortunes, were all wreck- 
provement. ed at once. The real actuating 
The same natural imperfections, principles of the human heart it is 
which were so long the bars to his impossible to dive into, and the 
Other's theatrical advancement, charitably-disposed mind will ever 
stood still more strongly in his way. be inclinable to believe the best; 
His person was far from pleasing, especially with regard to those who 
the features of his face were rather are no longer in a condition to de- 
disgusting. His voice had the same fend themselves. Let then his 
shrill treble, but without that mu- ashes rest in peace; and, avoiding 
sical harmony which Mr. Colley any minute investigation of those 
Gibber was master of. Yet still an circumstances which cast a lower- 
apparent good understanding and ing cloud over his character while 
quickness of parts,* a perfect know- living, proceed we to those few 
ledge of what he ought to. repre- particulars which immediately 
sent ; ti>getber with a vivacity in come within our notice as his his- 
his manner, and a kind of effron-- toriographers. 
terie, which was well adapted to Mr. Theophilus Gibber seems 
the characters he was to repre- to have entered into the matrimo- 
seot; pretty amply counterbalanced nial state pretty early in life. 
those deficiencies. In a word, his His first wife was one Miss Jenny 
first setting out in life seemed to Johnson, who was a companion 
promise the assurance of future and intimate of Miss Raftofs 
happiness to him, both as to ease, (afterwards Mrs. Glive), and in 
and even affluence of circum- her very earliest years had a strong 
stances, and with respect to fame inclination for the stage. This 
and reputation j had not one foible lady, according to her husband's 
overclouded b is brightest prospects, own account of her, seemed likely 
and at length led him into en*ors, to have made a very conspicuous 
the consequences of which it was figure in the theatre, bad not 
almost impossible he should ever be death, in 1733, put a stop to her 
able to retrieve. This foible was career, in the very prime of life. 
no other than extravagance and She left behind her two daughters, 
want of economy. A fondness Jane and Elizabeth. The lirst- 
for indulgences, which a moderate mentioned of these ladies made 
income could not afford, probably two or three attempts on the stigef 
induced him to submit to obliga- but, though agreeable in her per- 
tions which it had the appearance son and elegant in her manner, 
of meanness to accept of; the yet, from the want of sufficient 
consciousness of those obligations, spirit, and the defect of but an 
and the use he imagined they indifierent voice, she met with no 
ipight be made of against him, extraordinary success. 
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After the death of Mrs. Jane for some considerable sums, jind 
Cibber, Mr. Cibber paid his ad- thrown into the King's Bench pri- 
dresses to Miss Susanna Maria son. By the means of benefit- 
Arne, whose amiable and virtuous plays, however, and other assist- 
disposition, he himself informs ances, he obtained his liberty 5 
MS, were the considerations that but as the affair relating to his 
induced him to make her his wife, wife, who was now become an 
She was at that time remarkable actress of the first consequence, 
on the stage only for her musical and in the highest favour with the 
qualifications ; but soon after their town, had greatly prejudiced him, 
marriage made her first attempt as not only in the opinion of the 
an actress, her success in which we public, hut even by standing as a 
have taken notice of under the bar to his theatrical engagements ; 
last article^ Mr. Gibber's pecu- and, as his natural passion for dis- 
niary indiscretions, however, not sipation could not be kept within 
permitting him to restrain his ex- bounds, these ditHculties repeated- 
penses within the limits of his own ly occurred to him, and he was 
and his wife's salaries and bene- freqviently excluded entirely from 
fits, though their amount was very any theatre, for a whole season 
considerable, be took a journey to together. In these distresses he 
France for some short time, in the was ever ready to head any thea- 
year 1738 5 on his return from trical mutiny that might put it in 
"which he appears first to have taken his power to form a separate com-, 
notice of too close an intimacy pany, which he more than once 
between his wife and a certain attempted to fix at the theatre in 
young gentleman of fortune, with the Haymarket, but in vain 5 th^ 
whoip he had united himself ap- legislative power, urged to exer- 
parently by all the closest ties of tion by the interests of tl^e esta- 
friendship. How far he was or blished and patent theatres, con- 
was not guilty of the meanness stantly putting a stop to his pro- 
charged on him of being accessary ceedings after a few nights' per- 
to their correspondence, is a point formance. In one continual series 
we shall not here enter into the dis- of distress, extravagance, and per- 
cussion of. A suit was commenced plexity of this kind, did he con- 
for criminal conversation, h6 lay- tinue till the winter of 1758^ 
ing his damages at 5000/. ; thever- when he was engaged by Mr. 
diet on which, of only ten pounds Sheridan, to go over to Dublin, to 
damages, too plainly evinces the assist him in making a stand against 
sense of the administrators of jus- the new theatre, just then opened 
tice in the case, to need any fur- in opposition to him, in Crow 
ther comment. Street. On this expedition Mr. 
After this event, Mr. Gibber's Gibber embarked at Parkgate (to- 
creditors, who were numerous, gether with Mr. Maddox, the ce- 
and had perhaps been somewhat lebrated wire-dancer, who had alsa 
appeased from the prospect of the been engaged as an auxiliary to 
pecuniaiy advantages that might the same theatre), on board the 
accrue to their 'debtor in conse- Dublin Trader, some time in the 
quence of the trial, became more month of October j but the high 
impatient than ever ; and not long winds, which are frequent at that 
after, Mr. Cibber w^s arrested time of the year in St, Geot^'^ 
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cbnnt)el> and which are fatal to 
many' vessels in the passage from 
this kingdom to Ireland, proved 
particularly so to this. The vessel 
•was driven to the coast of Scot- 
land, where it was cast away, every 
soul in it (and the passengers were 
extremely numerous) perishing in 
the waves, and the ship itself so 
entirely lost, that scarcely any 
vestiges of it remained to indicate 
whertr it had been wrecked, ex- 
cepting a box containing books 
and papers, which were known to 
be Mr. Gibber's, and which were 
cast up on the western coast of 
Scotland.— ^ [So said Mr. Bakery 
but this was a mistake; for we 
have since found, that in this ship, 
in which Theoph. Gibber, Maddox, 
and others perished, Mr. and Mrs. 
yFefierson, Mr. Arthur and family, 
Mrs. Chambers, and some others 
were passengers, and, by leaping 
into a small boat, were saved.] 

Thus fell the well-known Mr. 
Theophilus Gibber, whose life was 
begun, pursued, and ended in a 
storm. Possessed of talents that 
might have made him happy, and 
qualities that might have rendered 
him beloved, yet, through a too 
insatiable thirst for pleasure, and a 
want of consideration in the means 
of pursuing it, his life was one 
scene of misery, and his character 
made the mark of censure and 
contempt. Now, however, let his 
virtues, which were not a few, 
remain on record) and, for his 
indiscretions. 

Let them be buried with him in the 

grave, 
But not remember*d in his epitaph. 

As a writer, he has not rendered 
himself very conspicuous, excepting 
in some appeals to the public on 
peculiar circumstances of his own 
distressed life. He was indeed 
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concerned in, and has put his 
name to. An Account of the Lives 
of the Poets of Great Britain and 
Ireland, in five volume^, 12rao. 
But in this work his own peculiar 
share was very inconsiderable, 
Mr. Shiels and many other hands 
having been concerned with hira 
in it. In the dramatic way he 
produced the following pieces : 

1. Henry t/ie Sixth, from Shak- 
speare. 8vo. N.D. [1723-] 2d 
edit. 1724. 

2. Thelxwer, C. 8vo. 1730. 

3. Patie and Peggy. B.O. 8vo. 
1/30. 

4. The Harlot's Progress i or. 
The Ridotto at Fresco. T. 4to. 
1733. 

5. Romeo and Juliet, T. 8vo. 
N. D. [1748.] 

6. The Auction. F. 8vo. 1757. 
To him also we find ascribed, 

7. Damon and Daphne. Past. 
1733. N. P. 

8. The Mock Officer. F. 1733. 
N. P. 

Glancy, Michael, M. D. 
This gentleman was the son of 
a military man, of an ancient and 
once powerful family in the county 
of Glare. He appears to have been 
born at the latter end of the seven- 
teenth, or beginning of the eigh- 
teenth century j and, in the eighth 
year of his age was settled at one 
of the best colleges in Paris, where 
he continued until the time that 
the late Duke of Ormond fled from 
England, and went to St. Ger-. 
mains. On that occasion he, with 
two of his companions, stole out 
of the college to see a person who 
had rendered himself so celebrated 
in Europe j which having accom- 
plished, he was, either from fear 
or shame, deterred from returning 
to his preceptor. He accordingly 
resolved to go tp his native com^ 
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try, for which purpose he took a obtained the degree of doctor, at 
place in the boat for Harfleur, in Rheims. At what time lie re- 
Normandy } and soon after ar- turned to Ireland is unknown, but 
riving at Havre de Grace ob- he was there in 1737, when he 
tained a passage to Dublin. Un- was deprived of his sight by an 
knowing who his relations were, accidental cold This rendering 
or at what place they resided, but him incapable of his profession, he 
remembering to have heard that amused himself with writing his 
he sprung from a family on the comedy called The Sharper, which 
borders of tlie county of Glare, he was acted five times in Smock 
determined to go into that paxt of Alley, and obtained him the no* 
the kingdom. Accordingly he set tice of Dean Swift, 
out, and made his way through From this period, his life seems 
Kilkenny, where he met with a to have been passed with all the 
gentleman who took compassion inconveniences that result from 
on his helpless state, and, in re- confined circumstances, and an 
quital of some services formerly inability to procure the means of 
done by his father, supported him subsistence by a profession. He, 
and placed him in a free-school however, obtained, from the late 
belonging to that town. Here he King, a pension of forty pounds a 
continued three years, when the year during his life -, and, in the 
misfortunes of his benefactor de- year 1 746, procured a sum of 
privedhim of the assistance he had money by performing the part of 
derived from that quarter. About Tiresias the blind prophet, in CEdi* 
this time an accident brought him p7i^, for his own beneift, at Drury 
to the knowledge of his relations. Lane. He afterwards was settled 
bjr whom he was sent to Trinity at Kilkenny, at the Latin school 
College, Dublin, and became a there. He is the authar of a Latin 
pupil of Dr. James King. poem, called Templum Veneris ', 
He remained at the university sive, Amorum Rhapsodies ; and of 
near four years ; at the end of three dramatic pieces, whose titles 
which time, finding no prospect of are, 

advancement, and being young l. Tamar, Prince of Nubia. T. 

and sanguine, he determined to about 1739* N. P. 

leave Ireland once more for France. 2. Hermon, Prince of CHorcea. 

He^ accordingly went a passenger T. 8vo. 1/46, 

on board aship bound for Rochelle, 3. The Sharper. C. 8vo. 1750. 

^nd set sail on the 25th of July Clarke, George Somers,B.D. 

"1724. In three days time the Fellow of Trinity College, Oxford. 

vessel gained sight x)fL' Isle Dieu, This name is prefixed to 

on the coast of Britanyj but on CEdipus King of Thebes, T. 8vo. 

the fourth a storm arose, which 1790. 

* drove it to the coast of Spain, Clarke, Stephen ; a coal- 
where it was stranded on the shore, merchant, we believe, and author 
at about a mile's distance from the of, 

town of St. Sebastian, in Biscay. 1. The Poison Tree. Dr. 8\ro. 

From this place he obtained a pas- I8O9. 

gage to Rochelle, and from thence 2. The Torrid Zone. Dr. 8vo. 

to Bourdeaux, where he proposed I8O9. 
to study physic. He afterwards Cleland, John. This gentle- 

VOl. I. K 
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man was a son of the Colonel 
Cleland, who was so close an in- 
timate with', and so zealous an ad- 
vocate for, Mr. Pope. In the early 
part of his life this his son was in 
the service of the East India Com- 
pany ; and, about the year 173(5, 
•was at their settlement at Bombay. 
He quitted this situation rather 
precipitately, and spent some years 
in different parts of Europe. He 
seems to. have imbibed no small 
sh^re of the vices of the East, if 
we may form a judgment of him 
from his novel, entitled. The 
Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure, 
a book of the most pernicious ten- 
dency, and justly censured by 
every one who has the least regard 
to virtue or decency. His Memoirs 
of a Coxcomh have also much li- 
centiousness, but at the same time 
great merit. In the dramatic way 
he publisl^d three pieces, none 
of which have made an appearance 
on the stage, viz. 

1. Titus Vespasian, T. 8vo. 
1755. 

2. The Ladies' Subscription, Dr. 
Performance. 8vo. 1755, 

3. Tomlo^Chiqui. Dram. Ent. 
in three acts. 8vo. 1758. 

He died Jan. 23, 1789, aged 82. 

Cl£RK£, William. Of this 
author no particulars are known ; 
Except that he wrote, and acted, 
with about twenty other gentle- 
men of quality, at Edinburgh, at 
Christmas 1662-3, one piece, 
entitled 

Marcianoi or, The Discovery, 
T.C. 4to. 1663. 

Clive, Catharine. This 
lady, whose name as a dramatic 
writer we are obliged to mention 
here, is however much better 
known for her unequalled merit 
' as a comedian; in which light, 
while any theatrical records are 
remaining, her memory must ever 



be held in the highest estimation. 
She was the daughter of Mr. Wil- 
liam Raftor, a gentleman who was 
a native of the city of Kilkenny in 
Ireland, and bred to the law -, but 
being strongly attached to the in- 
terests of the unfortunate King 
James II. when that monarch was i 
in Ireland, he entered into his ser- 
vice ', on which account a consi- 
derable paternal estate in the coun- 
ty of Kilkenny, which he Would 
otherwise have inherited, became 
forfeit to the crown. After the 
decisive battle of the Boyne^ bow- 
ever, he still followed his master's 
fortunes ; and through that interest 
and his own merit, obtained a 
captain's commission in the service 
of Louis XIV. But afterwards, 
procuring a pardon from the Eng- 
lish court, he came to this metropo- 
lis, where he married the daughter 
of an eminent citizen, on Fish 
Street Hill ^ by whom he had se« 
veral children, and, among the* 
rest, the subject of our present 
memoir. 

Miss Bailor was bom in 1/11, 
and showed a very early inclina- 
tion and genius for the stage. Her 
natural turn of humour, and her 
pleasing manner of singing songs 
of spirit, induced some friends to 
recommend her to Mr. Colley Cib- 
ber, then one of the managers of 
Drury Lane Theatre, who imme- 
diately engaged her at a small sa- 
lary. Her first appearance was in 
boy's clothes, in the character of a 
page, in the tragedy of Mithri- 
dates, King qfPontus, in which she 
was introduced only to sing a song. 
Yet even in this she met with great 
applause. This was in 1728, at 
which time she was but seventeen 
years of age ; and in the very same 
season we find that the audience 
paid so great attention to her merit 
in the part of Phillida> in Cibber^s 
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Love in a Riddle, which party pre- 
judice had determined to condemn, 
right or wrong, on account of the 
author, as tO' suffer their riotous 
clamours to subside whenever she 
was on the stage -, a compliment 
which tbey even denied to the 
blood royal itself, on the ensuing 
night. In 1/31, however, she had 
an opportunity aflforded her, which 
she did not peroait to pass unem- 
ployed, of breaking forth on the 
•public in a -full Waze of comic 
brightness. This was in the part 
of Nell, in The Demi to Pay ; or. 
The Wives Metamorphosed \ a bal- 
lad farce, written by Coffey, in 
which she threw out a full exer- 
tion of those comic powers, from 
which ev.ery frequenter of the 
theatre afterwards received such 
infinite delight. Her rherit in 
thiscbaracter occasioned her salary 
to be doubled, and tlot only esta- 
blished her own reputation with 
the audience, but fixed the piece 
itself on the constant list of acting 
farces 5 an honour which perhaps 
it would never have arrived ati 
Lad she not been in it. In the 
year 1732, she was married to G. 
Clive, Esq. brother of the late 
Mr, Baron Clive. They did not, 
however, cohabit long together | 
yet, notwithstanding the tempta- 
tions to which a theatte is some- 
tiroes apt to expose young }>erjsons 
of the female sex> and the too 
great readiness of the public to 
give way to unkind suppositions 
in r^ard to them, calumny itself 
has nevi^r seemed to aim the siight- 
est arrow at her fame. 

To eiSLpatiate on her merit as an 
actress would far exceed our li- 
mits, and be wholly unnecessary. 
After dontinuing the delight of the 
town more than forty years, she 
withdrew from the public service 
April 24^ 17^» at a time when 



her abilities for the stage were 
unimpaired. Her neighbour, Mr. 
Walpole,wrote an epilogue, which 
she spoke on her last appeararice. 
She retired to Strawberry Hill> 
near Twickenham j where she 
continued to etijoy health, ease, 
good-humour, and independence; 
till her death j which happened 
on the 6th of December 1?85. 

As an author, we presume, she 
never aimed at immortality j yet 
she, at different benefits of her 
own, introduced five several petite 
pieces on the stage, neither of 
which was totally devoid of merit. 
Their titles are as follow : 

1 . The Rehearsal ; or. Bays in 
Petticoats. C. 8vo. 1753. 

1, Every Woman in her Hu^ 
fnour. \7i)0. N..P. 

3. Sketch of a Fine Lady's Rc^ 
turn from a Rout. 1/63. N. P. . 
• 4. The Faithful Irisliwoman, F. 
1765 N.P. 

5. Island of Slaves. 1701. N.P. 
Only the first of these, however, 
has yet aj^peared in print 5 and as 
to the lastj it is no more than an 
almost literal translation of Ma- 
rivaux's fsle des Esclaves, executed; 
as she herself confesses; by a gen- 
tleman at her request. 

Cobb, James. This respectable 
dramatist was born in 1750, and, 
ip 177 ^ elected into the Secre- 
tary's Office, in the East India 
House ; in which he has continued 
ever since, and now holds the 
high situation of Assistant Secre- 
tary to that Hon. Coriipany. Dec. 
28, 1800, Mr. Cobb married a 
Miss Stanfell, of Fratton, in 
Hampshire: and his friends re- 
cognise in nim the man of wit 
and the gentlerban, distinguished 
by a liberal mind and open heart. 
A variety of performances, on de- 
sultory snbects, chiefly satirical 
and exhibited in periodical pubU- 
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cations, early marked his talents, 
and introduced him to the ac- 
quaintance and esteem of many 
literary characters. In tlie dra- 
matic way; hjs first effort was an 
occasional prologue, spoken by 
Miss Pope, for her beneiil, at the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, 17/3, 
and sent anonymously to her : 
^vllen this prologue was submitted, 
among many others, to Mr. Gar- 
rick, it received his entire appro- 
bation ; and so highly did he think 
of it, that he suggested some slight 
alterations; which were adopted 
by the author. Of the pieces more 
immediately dramatic, produced by 
Mr. Cobb, the following is, we 
believe, an accurate list : 

1. The Contract', or. The Fe- 
male Captain. F. I779. N. P, 

2. Wedding Night. M.F. 178O. 
N.P. 

3. U%o'd have thought It? F. 
1781. N.P. 

4. Kensington Gardens, Interl. 
1781. N. P. 

5. The Humourist. F. 1785.. 
N.P. 

6. Hurly Burly. Pant, (assisted 
by T.King). 1785. N.P. 

7. Strangers at Home. C. O. 
8vo. 17 S6. 

8. English Readings. C. P. 6vo. 
1787. 

g. The First Floor. F. Svo. 
1737. 

10. Love in the East. C. O. 
8vo. 1788. 

11. Doctor and Apothecary , F. 
8vo. 1788. 

ri. Haunted Tower. CO. 1789. 

13. Poor Old Drury I Prelude. 
1791. N.P. 

14. Siege of Helgradc. CO. 
[Songs only.] bvo. 1791. 

15. The Algerine Slaves. Mus. 
Ent. 1792. N. P. 

16. Pirates. C. O. [Songs only.] 
8vo. 1792. 
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/. The Cherokee: CO. 1794. 
N.P. 

18. Shepherdess of Cheapsidt. 
M. F. [Songs only.] Svo. I7961 

19. Ramah Droog. CO. 8?o. 
1800. 

20. Paul and J^rginia, M. D. 
1800. N. P. 

21. Algonah. CO. 1802. N.P. 

22. A House to he Sold. Mus. 
Piece. Svo. 1802. 

23. The Wife of Two Huslands. 
M. D. Svo. 1803. 

24. Sudden Arrivals. C. ISQQ, 
N. P. 

CocRBURN*^ Catherine. See 
Trotter. 

CocKiNGs/ George, had in 
early life a «mall, place under Go- 
Tern men t, at Boston, in America. 
In the latter part of his life he 
was in England ; and, on the re- 
signation of Mr. Shipley, obtained 
the place of register of the Society 
of Arts, Manufactures, and Com- 
merce, in the Adelphi, which he 
held for thirty years, and died the 
6th of February 1802, He was 
author of a poem entitled The Ame- 
rican War) and at one time read 
Milton, &c. by way of a lecture, 
to his friends. Beside the above- 
mentioned poem, hie wrote several 
other wretched performances; and, 
among the rest, one play called 

The Conquest of Canada; or, 
The Siege of Quebec. An Historical 
Tragedy. 8VO.-I766. 

CODRINGTON, RoBBRT, A.M. 

This writer was descended from 
an ancient and estimable family in 
Gloucestershire, in which county 
he was born in the year 1 601, and 
at seventeen years of age, v\z. on 
July 2p, 1619, he was elected 
demy of Magdalen College, Ox- 
ford ; being then of some months 
dKtanding in that house. Here he 
took the degrees in arts, that of 
master being completed in 1626. 
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He afterwards went abroad on his 
travels; on his return from which, 
being possessed of an independent 
fortune, he lived for several years 
in Norfolk, and there remained. 
At length, however, he went to 
London, where he settled for the 
rest of his life ; ^hich was put a 
period to, in the general great ca- 
lamity of the plague in that city, 
in 1665, He was a rank parlia- 
mentarian, as appears in the life 
of the Earl of Essex which he has 
written. He was a voluminous 
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7. The Boarding- School ', or, The 
Sluim Captain. O. 8vo. 1733. 

8. The Men-y Coticr -, or. The 
Second Part of The Devil to pay, 
F. O. 8vo. 1735. 

[). The Devil upan tiro Sticks ; 
or, The Country Beau. B. F. 8vo. 
1745. 

JMr. Coffey was in his person 
considerably deformed ; yet no 
man was more ready to admit of, 
and even join in, any raillery on 
himself: one remarkable instance 
of which was, his performing the 



writer, but seems principally to characlerofiEsop for his own be- 
have employed himself in compile- nefit in Dublin. H^ died on the 



ment and translation 3 among the 
latter of which he has left a trans- 
lation of one Latin play, written 
by G. Rnggle, of Clare Hall, 
Cambridge, entitled 

Ignoramus, , C. 4to. 1662. 

Coffey, Chari^bs. This au- 
thor was a native of Ireland. He 
had no very great share of original 
genius; his turn was humour 3 and, 
having met with ^ome success in 
altering and patching up an old 



I3lh of May 1745,' and was bu- 
ried in the parish of St. Clement 
Danes. 

CoKAiN, Sir Aston. This 
gentleman lived in the reign of 
Charles I. He was son to Thomas 
Cokain,Esq.and was born, accord- 
ing to his own account (Poems t\o\\, 
p. 184, edit. I669), at Elvaston, 
in Derbyshire ; it is certain, how- 
ever, that tlie register of his bap- 
tisrii is dated Dec. 20, 16O8, at 



farce of Jevon's, called The Devil Ashbourne, in the Peak of Derby- 

ofa Wyey he pursued the same kind 

of plan with some other dramatic 

pieces^ but with little success, 

roost of them having been very 

justly condemned. The number 

and names of them may, however, 

be se^n in the following list : 



shire, where his father (who was 
then only twenty years of age) 
had a £ne "seat, and where some 
of his predecessors had resided 
ever since the reign of Edward L 
His family has been said to have 
been still more ancient, tracing 



1. Souikwark Fair; or. The back their origin as far as William 
Sh^ep'S hearing, O, 8vo. 1729. the Conqueror, to whom they 



2. The Beggar's JVedding, B. O. 
8vo. 1729: 

3. Phoehe 3 or. The Beggar, O. 
8V0.1729. 

4. The FemaU Parson ; or. The 
Beau in the Suds, O. Svo. 1730. 

5. The Devil to pay; or. The 
Wives Metamorphosed, O. Svo. 
1731. 

6. J JVxfe and no JVife. F. 
Svo. 1732. 



were allied; but this was a fabu- 
lous tale of Sir A.ston's own ma- 
nufacture. Our author had a libe- 
ral education, having been sent to 
both the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, at the latter of which 
he was a fellow-commoner of Tri- 
nity College. From the univer- 
sities he for a time was entered in 
the inns of court, where he se<*ms 
to have continued more for fg- 
k3 
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shion's sake than from any other 
motive- In 1632 he set out on 
a touf of Europe, and travelled 
through France, Italy, GermaTry, 
&c. Here, however, there ap- 
pears an essential difference in the 
biographers of his life ; Cibber, in 
h\s Lives of the Poets, vol. ii. p. 2 16, 
positively declaring, that he went 
abroad with Sir Kenelra Digby, 



COL 

time ; the lordship of Ashbourne 
being sold to Sir William Boofbby, 
Baronet ; and that of Pooley abov6 
mentioned, wfitch had belonged 
to the family ever since Richard 
IJ.'s time, he parted with " to otie 
Humphrey Jennings, Esq. witlj 
the reservation of an afmuily for 
his own life. 

The dramatic pieces he has lefl 



and was absent for the space of behind him are as follow: ' 



twelve years J and Langbaine and 
all the other writers making him 
complete his tour in. as many 
months. Besides which, Coxeter, 
in his MS. notes, has bestowed on 
him as a travelling tutor one Dr. 
Robert Creich ton.* The latter ac- 
count, however, appears most pro- 
bable. During the civil wars he 
buffered greatly for his- religion, 
which was that of the church of 
Rome, and for his at'taclimenl to 
the King's cause, under w^om he 
claimed the title . of a baronet ^ 
yet, as thefe was ho record or 
proper enrolment of a patent to 
that effect, he was tiot univet'sally 
allovved the title. He was strongly 
addicted to books and the study of 
poetry, in which he' indulged him- 
self in a retired life, residing 



1 . Obstinate Lady. Com. 4to. 
1657 ; l^mo. 1658. • ' 
' 2. Trappolin iiipposed a Prince, 
T. C. 12mo: 1658. 

3. j4 Masque at Bretbk on 
Twelfth-Night, 1639.' limo. 1058. 

4. Ovid^'s Tragedy. 8v6. I669. 
These were all published, with 

his Po^ms, in 2 vols!' small dm 
1669, which sell' at a btgb price ] 
when they are to be niet with. ' 
Phillips and Wiiistanley BaVc omit- 
ted the third and foiirth of tbise iri 
their account of his writibg^s^ ana 
attributed to him two anonyrooiitf 
pieces, ttrhrch are certainly none of 
his, entitled, ' ' • ^ « 
Thersites. Interlude. And 
Tyrannical Government. ' • 
Coxetei*, in his MS. notes, says, 
that he was nephew to Philip, th6 



mostly at a lordship belonging to first Earl of Chesterfield; to whom 

himi called Paoley, in the parish and his Countessi he has dedfciated 

of Poleswofth, in Warwickshire, his Mastfue for Tivelfih-N%ih» 

He died at Derby upon the break- which was performed ' at -tbeit 

ing of the great frost in February country-seat, ' two of their sods 

1684, in the 78th year of his age, acting' in it. ' *' 

and was privately buried in the Coleridgb, S.T. This aatbor 

chancel of Polesworth thurch. is a native of Bristol, and t«ra^ a 

' Sir Aston is universally acknow- meifnber of Jbsus College, ^atn- 

ledged ti6 have been a great lover bridge. He publisbed atBristol, 

of the polite arts, and by some is in early life, a volume of PpemSt 



esteemed a considerable poet. In 
his private transactions he w&S 
greatly deficient in point of eco- 
nomy; by whi<^h means,* together 
with his losses durins: the civil 



which was afterwards enlarged and 
republished in London, and ex- 
peYienced a flattering reception : 
the poems exhibit, indeed; strobg 
inarks of genius, novelty of. 'cob* 



wars, he was obliged to dispose of ceplion, strength of figure, 'ind 
ali his patrimony during his life- sublimity of sentiment. In 1795, 
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he printed some political pam« 
pblets, and, in 1 796, issued a weekly 
publication, of considerable merit, 
called Tke Watchman, ^\nch, how- 
ever, died at ten weeks old. Mr. 
Coleridge claims a place in this 
work on account of the following 
pieces : 

l,The Fall of Robespierre, H.D. 
8vo. 1794. 

2. Piccolomini, 

3. The Death of IVdllenstein, 
Dramas. 8yo. 1800. 

CoLLBTT, John. This gentle- 
man, who is master of an aca- 
demy at Evesham, in Worcester- 
shire, is the author of the follow- 
ing sacred dramas : 

1. Ehud. 

2. Nahoth, 

3. Either. 

Published in a Tolume, with a se- 
ries of Elegies, 12mo. 1806. 

Collies, Sir George. This 
gentleman was an officer of rank 
in the navy. He was appointed a 
post-captain 12th July 1762, and 
greatly distinguished himself du- 
ring the American war. He was 
the author of one dramatic piece 
called 

Selvma and Axor. Fers. Tale. 
3vo. 1784. 

CoLLiNGwoop, Dr. was au- 
thor of, 

1. The Agreeable Separation, 
Com. Ent. 12mo. N. D. 

2. The Dead alive again, T. C. 
Farce. ]2mo. , N. D. 

^oth printed at Berwick; of which 
town their Author was, probably, 
^ inhabitant. 

Colls, J« H. a provincial ac- 
tor, who wrote, 

1. Theodore, Op. 8vo. N.D. 

2. The tTorld as it Goes. F. 
1792. 

3. The Loyal Salopian. F. 1795. 

4. The Honest Soldier. C, 8vo. 
1805, 
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CoLMAN, George, was the son 
of Francis Colman, Esq. His Ma- 
jesty's resident at the court of the 
Grand Duke of Tuscany at Flo- 
rence, by a sister of the Coun- 
tess of Bath. He was born at 
Florence about 1 733, and had the 
honour of having King George 
the Second for his godfather. He 
received his education at West- 
minster School, where he very 
early showed his poetical talents. 
The first performance by him was 
a copy of verses addressed to his 
cousin Lord Pulteney, written in 
the year 1747, while he w^s at 
Westminster, and since printed in 
The St. James's Magazine, a work 
published by his unfortunate friend, 
Robert Lloyd. At school he had 
for hi3 companions Mr. Lloyd, Mr. 
Churchill, Bonnel Thornton, and 
some others, who afterwards dis- 
tinguished themselves in the lite- 
rary world. From Westminster 
School he removed to Oxford, and 
became a smdent of Christchurch. 
It was there, at a very early age, 
that he engaged with his friend 
Bonnel Thornton, in publishing 
The Connoisseur, a periodical pa- 
per which appeared once a week, 
and was continued from Jan. 31, 
1754, to Sept. 30, 1756. When 
the age of the writers of this en- 
tertaining paper is considered, the 
wit and humour, die spirit, the 
good sense and shrewd observations 
on life and manners, with which it 
abounds, will excite some degree 
of wonder; but will, at the same 
time, evidently point out the ex- 
traordinary talents which were af- 
terwards to be more fully displayed 
in The Jealous Wife and TheClau' 
destine Marriage. 

The recommendation of his 
friends, or his choice, hut probably 
the former, induced him to fix upon 
tlie law for his \jrofe^\V)tv.-^ «^^\!«i 
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was accordingly entered of Lin- lowed, as they did, this admirable 
coin's Inn, and in due season called piece with the greatest eagerness 
to the bar. He attended there a and perseverance, 
very short time; though, if our re- The mention of The Jealous 
collection does not mislead us, he JVife in Churchill's Rosciad oc- 
was sefen often enough in the courts casioned Mr. Colman to experience 
to prevent the supposition of his some of the malevolence which 
abandoning the profession merely that and other of Mr. Churchill's 
for want of encouragement. It is satires gave birth to. Many rude 
reasonable, however, to suppo6e, and illiberal attacks issued from the 
that he felt more pleasure in at- press against all the different com- 
tending to the Muse than to briefs batants; and much good writing and 
and reports; and h will therefore much wit and humour were thrown 
excite no wonder, that he took away in this very acrimonious and 
the earliest opportunity of relin- disgraceful controversy, 
quishing pursuits not congenial to In July 1 764 Lord Bath died ; 
his taste, Apollo and Littleton, and on that event Mr. Colman 
snys Wycherly, seldom meet in found himself in circumstances 
the same brain. fully sufficient to enable him to 

On the 18th of March 1/58, he follow the bent of his genius. The 
took the degree of master of arts first publication which he pro- 
at Oxford; and in the year 176O duced, after this period, wa», a 
his first dramatic piece, Polly Ho- translation in blank verse of the 
neycomh, was acted at Drury comedies of Terence, 4 to. 17^5 ; 
Lane, with great success. For se- and whoever would wish to see 
veral years before, the comic Muse the spirit of an ancient bard trans- 
seemed to have relinquished the fused into the English language* 
stage. No comedy had been pro- must look for it in Mr. Colman*s 
duced at either theatre since the version. 

year 1751, when Moore's Gi/5/aj The successor of Lord fiath, 
was with difficulty performed nine General Pulteney, died in 1767; 
nights. At length, in the begin- and Mr. Colman again found him- 
ning of the year 1761, three dif- self remembered in Ai; will, by a 
ferent authors were candidates for second annuity, which confirmed 
public favour in the same walk, the independency of his fortune, 
almost at the same time; viz. Mr. He seems, however, to fiave felt 
Murphy, who exhibited The TVay no charms in an idle life; as, in 
to Keep Him] Mr. Macklin, The 1767, he united with Messrs. Har- 
Married Libertine ; and Mr. Col- ris, Rutherford, and Powell, in 
man, TTie Jealous Wife, The for- the purchase of Covent Garden 
mer and the latter of these were Theatre, and took upon himself 
most successful, and the latter in a the laborious office of acting ma- 
much higher degree. Indeed, when nager. The difierences which arose 
the excellent performances of from this association are still in the 
Messrs. Garrick, Yates, O'Brien, mlemories of many of our readers, 
King, Palmer, Moody, with Mrs. and the causes of them perhaps too 
Pritchard, Mrs. Clive, and Miss ridiculous to be recorded. It may, 
Pritchard, are recollected, it would however, in general, be observed, 
have shown a remarkable want of that the appeals to the public, dii- 
taste in the town not to have fol- ring this controversy, do great ere- 
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^it to the talents, if not the tem- 
pers, of each party. 

After continuing manager of Co- 
vent Garden Theatre seven years, 
Mr. Colman sold his share and in- 
terest therein to Mr. James Leake, 
one of his then partners ; and, in 
1777» purchased of Mr. Foote the 
LittU Theatre in the Hay market. 
The estimation in which the en- 
tertainments exhibited under his 
direction were held by the public, 
the reputation which the theatre 
acquired, and the continual con- 
course of the polite world during 
the height of summer, sufficiently 
spoke the praises of Mr. Col man's 
xnauagement. Ipdeed, it has been 
long admitted, that no person, 
since the death of Mr. Grarrick, 
was so able to superintend the en- 
tertainments of the stage as the 
subject of this account. 

To sagacity in discovering the 
talents of his performers, he joined 
the inclination and ability to dis- 
play them with every advantage. 
To him Mr. Henderson, Miss Far- 
ren, Mrs. Bannister, MissGreerge, 
Mrs. Wells, and, in some measure^ 
Mr. '£dwin (whose comic powers 
bad been buried a whole season 
under Mr. Foote's management), 
besides some others, owed their 
introduction to a London audi- 
ence. 

About the year 1785 Mr, Colman 
gave the public a new translation 
of, and commentary on, Horace's 
Art of Poetry 5 in which he pro- 
duced a new system to explain this 
very difficult poem. In oppositron 
to Dr. Hurd, he supposed, " that 
" one of the sons of Piso, un- 
*f doubtedly the elder, had either 
*^ written or meditated a poetical 
*' work, roost probably a tragedy 5 
*^ and that he had, with the know- 
'< ledge of the family, communi- 






'' cated his piece or intention to 
*' Horace. But Horace either dis- 
*' approving of the work, or doubt- 
" ing of the poetical faculties of 
'' the elder Piso, or both, wished 
" to dissuade him from all. thought 
" of publication. With this view 
" he formed the design of writing 
'* this epistle; addressing it, with a 

courtliness and delicacy perfectly 

agreeable to his acknowledged 
" character, indifferently to the 
'* whole family, the father and his 
*' two sons, Epistola ad Pisones 
*' de Arte Poeiica,** This hypo- 
thesis is supported with much learn- 
ing, ingenuity, and modesty ; and, 
if not fully established, is at least 
as well entitled to applause as that 
adopted by the Bishop df Wor*- 
cester. 

On the publication of the Ho- 
race, the Bishop said to. Dr. Dou- 
glas, " Give ray compliments to 
** Colman, and thank him for the 
** handsome manner in which he 
*' has treated me j and tell him, 
*' that / think he is right:" 

Mr. Colman paid his court al- 
most solely to the comic Muse 5 by 
whose inspiration he produced the 
following dramas, viz. 
' . 1, Polly Honeycomb, Dram* 
Nov. 8vo. 1750. 

2. The Jealous IVife. C 8vo. 
1761. 

3. The Musical Lady. F. 8vo. 
1762. 

4. Philaster. T. altei^. Svo. 
1763. 

5. The Deuce is in him, F. Svo. 
1763. . 

6. The Clandestine Marriage, 
C. Svo. 1766. 

7. The English Merchant, C. 
Svo. 1767. 

S. The Merchant, C. Printed 
in Thornton's translation of Plau« 
tus. Svo. 17^7* 
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0. King I^ear. T. altered. 8vo. 
1708. 

10. Thfi Oxonian in Town. C. 
<fo. 1770. ^ - 

11.' Man and If ye. C. 8vo. 

1770. 

12. The Porirait. Burl. 8vo. 

1770. 

13. The Fairy Prince. M. 8vo. 

1771. 

14. Comus. M. altered. 8vo. 

1772. 

15. Achilles in Petticoats. O. 
altered. 8vo. 1774. 

16. The Man of Business. C, 
8vo. 1774. 
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35. Ui Pictura Poesis. M. E. 
8vo. 1789. 

These dramas have considerable 
merit. In his petite pieces the 
plots are simple, and no great 
matter of incident is introduced into 
tiiem ; yet they contain strong cha- 
racter^ and are aimed at the ridi- 
culing of fashionable and prevail- 
ing follies^ which ought to be made 
essential points of consideration in 
every production of the sock. His 
more regular comedies have the 
same merit with the others as to 
the preservation of character^ which 
reflect honour on the author. Be< 



17. Epicane-, or. The Silent sides his dramatic works> and those 



Woman. C. altered. 8vo. 177^* 

1 8. The Spleen ; or, Islington Spa . 
C. P. 8vo. 1776. 

19. Occasional Prelude. 

1776. 

20. New Brooms, O. P. 

1776. 

21. The Spanish Barber. 

1777' N. P. 



8vo. 



8vo. 



C. 



we have already mentioned, he 
was the author of a preface to 
the last' edition of Beaumont and 
Fletcher, a dissertation prefixed to 
Massinger, a series of papers in 
The St, James's Chronicle under 
the title of The Genius, and onany 
other fugitive pieces. 

At the close of the theatrical 



22. Polly. Op. altered from reason of 1785, Mr. Colman was 



Gay. 8vo. 1777- 

23. The Sheep Shearing. D. P. 

8vo. 1777. 

24. The Female Chevalier. C. 
altered. 1778. N. P. 

25. Bonduca. T. altered. Svo. 

1778. 

26. The Suicide. C. 1778. N.P. 



seized at Margate with the palsy ; 
and at the beginning of the season 
of 1789 he first showed symptoms 
of derangement of bis mind, wiiich, 
increasing gradually, left htm ia 
a state of idiotisna. On this, oc- 
casion the concluding lines of bis 
friend Churchill's Episile to fi(h 



27. The Separate Maintenance, garth will naturally intrude them- 



C. 1779. N.P. 

28. The Manager in Distress. 
Prel. Svo. 1 780. 

29. The Genius of Nonsense. Pant. 
J 780. N.P. 

30. Preludio. I78I. N.P. 

31. Harlequin Teague. Pant. 
1782. 

32. Fatal Curiosity. T. altered. 
Svo. 1783. 

' 33. The Election of Managers. 
Prel. 1784. N. P. 

34. Tit for Tat. C. 17863 Svo. 
1788. 



selves on our reader'3 attention ; 

« Sure *t is a curse whtd> angry fiites 

impose, 
■<' To mortify man's aurrogance, that dicse 
*< Who 're fashion'd of some better sort of 

clay, 
" Much sooner than the common herd 

decay.. 
*< What bitter jpangs must humbled Ge* 

nius feel, 
^< In their last hour to view a Swift and 

Steele! 
'< How must ill-boding horrois fill her 

breast, 
<< When she bdiolds men, mark*d aboie 

the rest 
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f* For qualities most dear, plung'd from said, to qualify him for the bar. 

« A A ^^" **^'^^*' w • A u•^A ^^^ ^^ SO, he early in life resigned 

r^'s nfghlT ' ^" Coke and Littleton in favour of the 

«* Arc men indeed such things? And are Muses. The consciousness of li- 
the best terary talents, and an easy access 
•* Mor^ subject to t|iis evil than the rest, to the public through the medium 
i* To <l^^Jy^^^o«t whole years of idiot of his father's theatre, naturally 

« AndsitSlmonumcntsoflivingdeath? ^''^^^^ his attebtion to the dra- 
^* 0,galling circumstariceto human pride! "™3 5 *'^^ his parent seemed to 
** Abasing thought! but not to be deny *d.' foster his genius 5 as he, in the 
" With curious art the biain, too fitiely prologue to the first play of his 
^ ^"*"|^*' ,/ ^ • A . »Ax. *o"'s, announced him as '* sl chip 
' ^'^'th^c^g^T ' ''^ - of the old block." Whenh^ 
** Constant attention wears the active father was seized with that ma- 
mind, lady which rendered him inca- 
^« Blots om her powers, and leaves a pable of superintending the thea- 
blank behind/' tre, Mr. Colman evinced a most 

In this sad state he was com- commendable filial affection, by 

milted to the care of a person at the great attention that he paid to 

Paddington*5 aUd the management Jjim and to the interests of his 

of the theatre was intrusted to his theatre.' On the death of his fa-» 

son', with an allowance of 600/. a ther. His Majest)^ was pleased t6 

year. - * transfer the patent to nimj and" 

Mr. Colman died at Padding- he has discharged the duties of 

ton, on the 14ih of August 1794, hianager with zeal and alacrity to- 

at the age of 62. A few hours be- wards the public, and liberality 

fore his death, he was seized with towards authors and actors. In 

violent spasms ; and these were private life Mr. Colman is social^ 

succeeded by a melancholy stupor, convivial, and intelligent ; and in 

jIn which 'he drew his last breath, the playful contentions of wit and 

^ , Colman, George, Junior (for humour, and particularly, that 

so this gentleman has continued to agreeable coruscation called re-p 

style himself, though his father has partee, he may perhaps be equal* 

been dead seventeen years), is the led, but, we think, has rarely been 

^on of the subject of our foregoing excelled . 

Article. With the precise time of In his heroic pieces, we observe 

his birth we are unacquainted j but a poetical vigour, a form of lan- 

we suppose it to have been about guage, and a cast of sentiment, 

the year 1^67. He received his that forcibly remind us of the 

early education at Mr. Fountain's very best of our ancient draooatic 

academy in Marybone, at that time writers. 

in high estimation. He was ne*t Four of his farces, namely, those 

sent to Westminster School, and numbered 15, 19, 20, and 22, in 

afterward^ entered at Christchurch the following list, were introduced 

College, Oxford J but, for what to the public under the assumed 

reason we know not, he finished name of Arthur Griffinhoof, of 

his education at King's College; Turnham Green j which is well 

Old Aberdeen; whence he return- known to have been used by Mr. 

' ed to London, and was entered of Colman as a nam de guerre a\\\cs<q?^ 

tJae Temple; with the design^ it is the apipte\i"ftii&\ou xJoaN. ^^«"^Q^fc^^ 
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2 farce-writer might have been compare Mr. Colman with any one 

prejudicial to him as the author of than with the late Mr.Garrick. His 

any kind of regular drama. The compositions in this way are very 

annexed is a list of his dramatic abundant, and excellent in their 

productions: kind. 

1. Two to One. Mus. C. [Songs Concanen, Matthew. This 
only printed!] 8vo. 1784. gentleman was a native of Ireland, 

2. Turk and no Turk, Mus. C. and descended from a good fa- 
[Songs only printed.] 8vo. 1785. niily in that kingdom. He had a 

3. Inkle and Yarico, Op. 8vo. liberal education bestowed on him 
N. D. [1787.] by his parents, and was bred to 

4. fVays ajid MeQ::f, C. 8vo. the law. His wit and literary abi- 
1788. ' litios recommended him to the fa- 

5. Poor Old Haymarket. Prel. vour of liis Grace the Duke of 
^vo. 1792. Newcastle J through whose interest 

6. Mountaineers, t. 8vo. 1795. he obtained the post of attorney- 

7. New Hay at the Old Market, general of the island of Jamaica, 
Oc. Dr. 8vo., 1795. (Now called which office he filled with the ui- 
Sylvester DaggerwoodJ most integrity and honour, and to 

8. Iron Chest, P. 8vo. 179^. the perfect satisfaction of the in- 
g. Blue Beard, M. E, 8vo. 179B. habitants, for near seventeen years j 

10. Feudal Times, D. 8vo. 1799* v^hen having acquired an ample 

11. Poor Gentleman, C. 8vo. fortune, lie was desirous of pass- 
1602. ing the close of his life in his 

12. John Bull, C, 8V0. N. D. native country; with which in- 
[1605.] tention he quitted Jamaica and 

13. IFho wants a Guinea? C. came to London, proposing to spend 
Svo. 1805. some little time there before he 

14. IFe Fly ly Night, F. 8vo. went to settle entirely in Ireland. 
I8O6. But the difierence of climate be- 

15. The Battle of Hexham, yijy, tween that metropolis and the 
^Vo. 1808. place he had so long been accus- 

16. Surrender of Calais, Play, tomed to, had such an effect on 
1791 ) 8vo. 1808. his constitution, that he fell into a 

IJ, Heir at Law, C. 8vo.l808. galloping consumption, of which 

IS, Blue Devils. F. 8vo. 1808. he died on the 22d of January 

19. Review. M. F. 8vo. 1808. 1749, a few weeks aftbr his ar- 

20. Gay Deceivers, F. Svo. rival in London. 

1808. The world is obliged to htm 

21. The Jfrirans, P. Svo. 1808. for several original poems, which, 

22. Love laughs at Locksmitlis, though small, have consid"rable 
F. Svo. 1808. merit J and for one play entitled 

23. X, Y.Z. Farce. 1810. N.P. Wexford IVells, C. 8vo. 172i. 
In the spring of the year 1797* He was also concerned with Mr, 

Mr. Colman published My Night- Roome and another gentleman in 

gown and Slippers, a thin quarto altering Richard Brome*s Jovial 

(since printed in small octavo), Cre^^' into a ballad opera, in which 

consisting of some amusing poeti- shape it is now occasionally per- 

cal trifles. In prologue arid epi- formed. As to his prose writings, 

JoguG writing, we cannot better they are mostly political, or criti- 
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cal ; in the latter of'^vhich- having family, which fixed his residence 
pretty severely attacked Mr. Pope there. However, though he suf- 
suid Dean Swift, the former, whose fered this son to receive his first 
disposition was on no occasion tincture of letters 'in the great 
of the most forgiving nature, has school at Kilkenny, and afterwards 
handled him very severely in The to complete his classical learning 
Dunciad, under the direction of Dr. Ashe, in 
CoNGREVE, William. This tlie university of Dublin, yet be- 
gentleman was descended from the ing desirous that his studies should 
ancient family of the Congreves, be directed to profit as well as 
of Congreve in Staffordshire ; his improvement, he sent him over to 
father being second son to Richard England soon after the Revolution, 
Congreve, of that place. Some and placed him as a student in the 
authors, and in particular Sir James Temple. The dry, plodding stud/ 
Ware, contend for his having been of the law, however, was by no 
born in Ireland j but Jacob, who means suitable to the sprightly 
was particularly acquainted with volatile genius of Mr. Congreve ; 
him, and who in his preface ac- and therefore, though he did not 
knowledges his obligations to Mr. Avanf for approbation in those stu- 
Congreve for his communication dies to which his genius led him, yet 
of what related to himself, has he did not even attempt to make 
absolutely contradicted that report, any proficiency in a service which 
The matter, however, is now put he was probably conscious he 
out of dispute by the register of should make no figure in. Excel- 
the college of Dublin (where he lence and perfection were what, it 
was educated), in which the fol- is apparent, he laid it down as his 
lowing entry is found : " 1685, die principle, from the very first, to 
** quinto Aprilis hora die pomerid. make it his aim to acquire j for, in 
'' Gulielmus Congreve pension.* the very earliest emanation of his 
" filius Guli. Congreve generosi de genius, and a very early one indeed 
" Youghalia annos natus sexdecim it wa», viz. his novel called Incogs 
*' natus Bardsagram in Com Ebor- nita, or. Love and Duty reconciled^ 
*' acen educ Kilkenniae sat ferula Avritten when he was not above I7 
" doct Hinton.'* Tutor St. George years of age, he had not only en- 
Ashe'. — The place called Rardsa, deavoured at, but indeed succeed- 
not far from Leeds in Yorkshire, ed in, the presenting to the world 
was part of the estate of Sir John npt a mere novel according to taste 
Lewis, his great-uncle by his mo- ^ and fashion then prevaiJmg, but 
ther's side. Itis certain, however, a piece which should point out, 
that he went over to Ireland when and be in itself a model of, what 
very young; for his father being novels ought to be. And though 
only a younger brother, and pro- this cannot itself be called with 
vided for in the army by a com- propriety a dramatic work, yet he 
mission on the Irish establishment, has so strictly adhered to dramatic 
was compelled to undertake a rules in the composition of it, that 
journey thither in consequence of his arriving at so great a degree of 
his command; which he after- perfection in the regular drama, 
wards parted with to accept of in so short a time afterwards, is 
the management of a considerable hardly to be wondered at. His 
estate belonging to the Burlington first play was IVie Old fiac/wfcv \ 
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of which he says, in his defence and sonne peculiar quarks of dis- 

against Collier, it " was writteta, tinction from Queen ^Mary ; on 

•' as several know, some years be- whose death, which happened in 

** fore it was acted. When I wrote the close of this year, he wrote a 

•' it, I had little thoughts of the pastoral of but little merit. In 

*' stage J but did it, to amuse my- i6Q5, when Betterton opened the 

•' self in a slow recovery from a new house in Lincoln's Inn Ftcld^, 

*' fit of sickness. Afterwards, Mr. Congreve, joining with him, 

'^ through my indiscretion, it was gave him his comedy, of Love for 

seen, and in some little time Love, with which the company 

more it was acted; and I, through began their campaign, and which 

*^ the remainder of my indiscre- met with such success, that they 

•' (ion, suftered myself to be drawn immediately offered the author a 

** in, to the prosecution of a diffi- share in the profits of the house, 

^' cult and thankless study, and to on condition of his furnishing 

" be involved in a perpetual war them with one play yearly. This 

*' with knaves and fools.*' There offer he accepted 3 but whether 

seems (as Dr. Johnson says) to be through indolence, or that correct- 

a strange affectation in authors of ness which he looked on as neces- 

appearing to have done every thing sary to his works, his Mourning 

by chance. The Old Bachelor was Bride did not come out till 1697^ 

"Written for amusement, in the nor his Way of the World till two 

languor of convalescence. Yet it years after that. The indifferent 

is apparently composed with great success this last-mentioned playi 

elaborateness of dialogue, and in- though an exceedingly good one, 

cessant ambition of wit. The age met with from the public,completed 

of the writer considered, it is in- that disgust to the theatre, which a 

deed a very wonderful perform- long contest with Jeremy Collieri 

ance. Dryden said, that he ne- who had attacked the immoralities 

ver had seen such a first play j and of the English stage, and more es- 

that great poet having, in con- pecially some of his pieces, had 

junction with Mr. Southern and begun, and he determined never 

Arthur May n waring, Esq. given more to write for the stage. This 

it a slight revisal, the manager of resolution (says Mr. j^Uker) he 

Drury Lane theatre brought it on punctually kept; and Mr. Dennis'l 

the stage in 1693, where it met observation on that point was, 

with such universal approbation, ** that Mr. Congreve quitted the 

that Mr. Congreve, though he was " stage early, and that Comedy 

but nineteen )'ears of age at the *' left it with him," Yet, though 

time of his writing it, became he added little more to his dramatic 

now considered as a prop to the writings, he did not lay down^the 

declining stage, and a rising genius pen entirely; but occasionally 

in dramatic poetry. The next year wrote many little pieces both in 

he produced The Double Dealer, prose and verse, all of which stand 

which, but for what reason we on the records- of English litera- 

•know not, did not meet with ture. 

so much success as the former. It is very possible, however; that 

The merit of his first play, how- he might not so soon have given 

ever, had obtained him the favour way to this disgust, had not the 

and patronage of Lord Halifax^ easiness of his circumstances ren^ 
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any subservience to the opi- 
and caprice of the town ab- 
?ly unnecessary to him : for 
bilities having very early in 
troduced him totheacquaint- 
of the Earl of Halifax, who 
ben the Maecenas of the age, 
lobleman, desirous of raising 
omising a genius above tlie 
slty of too hasty productions, 
him one of the commissioners 
rensing hackney-coaches. He 
after bestowed on him a place 
3 Pipe Office, and not long 
that gave him a post in the 
ms worth six hundred pounds 
nimm. 

I the r4th of November 1714, 
IS appointed commissioner of 
•licenses; and on the 17th of 
mber, in the same year, was 
nated secretary df Jamaica 3 
it, with all together, his in- 
to wards the latter part of 
Ife. was upwards of twelve 
red pounds a year. Thus ex- 
above dependence, it is no 
er he would not longer ren- 
limself subject to the capri- 
ccnsurcs of impotent critics, 
had his poetical father, Mr. 
en, ever been raisJed to the 
circumstances, it is probable 
his M for Love would not 
have been esteemed the best 
s dramatic pieces. 
,t to return to Congreve. The 
er part of the last twenty 
of his life was spent in ease 
etirement ; and he either did 
)r affected not to give himself 
rouble about reputation : yet 
part of that conduct might 
?ed from a degree of pride, 
libber, in his Lives of the 
; vol. iv. p. 93, relates an 
lote of him, which we can- 
roperly oipit here : " When 
; celebrated Voltaire (says he) 
s in England^ he waited upon 
2 
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'' Congreve, and passed bim som* 
" compliments' as to the reputa-* 
" tion and merit of his works. 
" Congreve thanked him j but at 
" the same time told that inge- 
" nious foreigner, he did not chwse 
" to he considered as an author, but 
" only as a private gentleman, and in 
*' that light expected to be visited, 
" Voltaire answered, that if he had 
" never been any thing hut a pri^ 
'* vate gentleman, in all probability 
'* he had never been troubled wiik, 
" that visit. And observes, in his 
'* own account of the transaction, 

that he was not a little disgusted 

with so unseasonable a piece of 

vanity." 

Towards the close of his life he 
was much afflicted with the gout, 
and with blindness; when, making 
a tour to Bath for the benefit of the 
waters, he was unfortunately over- 
turned in his chariot, by which It 
is supposed he got some inward 
bruise, as he ever after complakie'd 
of a pain in his side, and, on his 
return to London, continued gra- 
dually declining in his health, till 
the 19th of January 1729, when 
he died, aged 57, at his house in 
Surrey Street, in the Strand j and 
on the 26th following was buried 
in Westminster Abbey, the pall 
being supported by persons of the 
first distinction. 

His dramatic pieces are seven in 
number, and their titles as follow: 

1. Old Bachelor. C. 4to. I693. 

2. Double Dealer. C. 4to. JQ94. 

3. Love for Love, C. 4lo. I695. 

4. Mourning Bride. T. 4to. I697. 

5. TVay of the World. C. 4to. 
1700. 

6. Judgment of Paris. Masque. 
4to. 1701. 

7. Semele. O. 4to. 1707. 
Of his genius as a dramatist. 

Dr. Johnson speaks thus : '^ Con- 
greve has merit of the highest 
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"kind'; he is an original writer, men t for Higham Ferrers. Hewat 

** who borrowed neither the mo- chosen member of the House of 

" dels of his plot, nor the manner Commons in both kingdoms, m 

** of his dialogue. Of his plays several parliaments. In 1741, he 

*' I cannot speak distinctly 5 for was a captain-lieutenant in the 

"since I inspected them many guards, with the rank of lieutenant- 

*' years have passed; _but what coloneL In 1746, he was aid-de- 

*' remains upon my memory is, camp to the Duke of Cumberland. 

*' that his characters are com- In December 1747* he married 

" monly fictitious and artificial, the Countess of Aylesbury, widow 

^ with very little of nature, and Qf the late Lord Aylesbufy, and 

*' not much of life. He formed sister to the present Duke of Ar- 

•' a peculiar idea of comic excel- gyle. In 1749* he was appointed 

*' lence, which he supposed to colonel of the 48th foot ; in 

*' consist in gay remarks and 1751, made colonel of the 13th 

•' unexpected answers; but that regimentof dragoons, and resigned 

.«' which he endeavoured, he sel- the 49th; and in 17^9, colonel of 

*' dom failed of performing. His the first regiment of dragoons. In 

«' scenes exhibit not much of hu- 17^6, he was made a major- 

*« mour, imagery, or passion : his general; in 17^9, a lieutenant- 

" personages are a kind of infel- general ; and May 25, 1772, was 

*' lectual gladiators ; every sen- advanced to the rank of general. 

'' tence is to ward or strike ; the He served with reputatbn in 

*' contest of smartness is never several military capacities, and 

*< intermitted; his wit is a me- commanded the British forces in 

•' teor playing to and fro with al- Germany under Prince Frederic of 

'* ternate coruscations. His co- Bf unswick, during the absence of 

'* medies have therefore, in some the Marquis of Granby> 1761 ; 

•* degree, the operation of trage- in which his acknowledged skill 

*' dies ; they surprise rathen than and bravery were the subjects of 

" divert, and raise admiration general encomium. His civil ap- 

" oftener than merriment. But pointments have been, one of the 

** they are the works of a mind grooms of the bedchamber to the 

" replete with images, and quick late King, and to the present until 

" in combination." April 17^4; when he was re- 

CoNOLLY, Mr. This gentle- moved, both from his regiment 

man was of the kingdom of Ire- and the bedchamber, for having 

land, and a student in the Temple, voted against the then ministers. 

He wrote one unsuccessful play. In 1705 he was made Secretary of 

entitled State for the northern department. 

The Connoisseur, C. 8vo. 1736. A little time after the appoint* 

Coxeter in his notes calls him ment of Lord Townshend Lord- 

Corinol; but on what authority lieutenant of Ireland, 1767, h« 

we know not. su^xeeded his Lordship as lieute- 

Conway, Right Hon. Henry nant-general of the ordnance, and 

Seymour, uncle to the Marquis of resigned his post as Secretary of 

Hertford, was born in 1720. In State, in January 1708. In Fe- 

1741, he was elected a member bruary of the same year, he was | 

of the Irish parliament, for the appointed colonel of the fourth re- 1 

county of Antrim; aYid in the gi ment of dragoons. Inl772, be 

same ye^r to the British parlia-» was made governor of Jersey, upon 
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eath of the late Lord Albe- 
!. In October 1774, he was 
nted colonel of the royal re- 
it of horse-guards, which had 
commanded by the late Mar- 
)f Gran by 5 and in 1782, he 
ppointed commander in chief 
! forces. At the time of his 
, occasioned by the cramp in 
omach, July 9, 1795, he was 
)jdest general officer in the 
, and premier field-marshal of 
Britain. His right to a place 
s work arises from his having 
the author of 
Ise Appearances. Com. 8vo. 

o&E^ JoHtr. Of this author 
rther account is extant, than 
be wrote in King James I.'s 
and obliged the world with 
►layentitlwl • • 

een's Tu Quoque, Q, 4 to. 

■ 

tras also author of fifty epi- 

3, entered in the book of 

tationers* Company, 22 May 

• 

OKE, A. M. £. By the last 

letters (intended for Adam 
8 Ehianuel) this unhappy lu- 

used to distinguish himself, 
real name was Thomas, and 
33 born in Noithumberland, 
^ed a liberal education there, 
from thence was sent to 
n*6 College, Oxford. In due 
he entered into orders, re- 
d to his native county, apd 
oon after presented to a good 
. A turn for mysteries led 
to a perusal of our mystic 
Ts, and he caught the same 
i^stic flame which warmed 
. A recluse and sedentary 
reatly cherished his notions ; 
: was not long before he was 
d on by all the country as a 
d Jacob Behmen. He had 

notions peculiar to himself. 

L. I. 



He maintained in his sermons, and 
in his private conversation, that 
the Jewish ceremonies were not 
abrogated by the Christian dispen- 
sation. In particular, he insisted 
on the necessity of circumcision, 
and supported his doctrine by his 
own practice. Such novel no- 
tions, and such extravagant beha- 
viour, in a protestant clergyman, 
soon reached the ears of the Bi- 
shop of the diocese 3 and in con- 
sequence thereof he was de[Hrived, 
and his living given to another. 
Our Jewish Christian then canle 
to L,ondon, and commenced au- 
thor; but his unintelligible jargon 
not selling, he was reduced to great 
distress. In this dilemma he knew 
not what to do ; but at last put in 
practice another odd notion, that 
the goods of fortune ought to be 
shared in eommon by all God*s 
creatures. 

Among various expedients for 
satisfying his hunger formed upon 
this plan, one was to resort to some 
, well-frequented coffee-house, and, 
placing himself at a table, to ap- 
propriate to his own use the first 
buttered muffin and pot of cofifee 
that was brought to it. This he 
would often be permitted to do 
without any interruption from the 
gentlemen that sat near him, some 
of whom were diverted, and some 
astonished, to see a clergyman fa-> 
miliarly regale himself with a break** 
fast that was not provided for him. 
As soon as it was finished, how- 
ever, he would rise from the table, 
Bfiy a short grace, and very uncon- 
cernedly make towards the door; 
and, when questioned by the mas- 
ter of the coffee-house about the 
impropriety of using that whieh 
he did not order, and the injustice 
of not paying for it when he had 
done, he would prove by mode 
and figure, that the ^;[y>i\Vi\\i<^ ^ 
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this world oaght to be in common, is said to have been occasioned bf 

The bucks and bloods enjo)'ed his copy ingOrigen too closely. Tbe 

. tbe joke, and a ring was usually time when it happiened is uncer- 

formed for the two disputants, the tain. He published two pieces, 

parson and the cofTee-man 5 but which no one except a lunatic 

. the latter being unable to invaM- could have written.. They are en- 

. date the testimonies brought out titled, 

■ of tlie Talmud and many learned J . T/ie King cannot err. Com. 
writings, which were quoted in 12mo, N. D. 11762.'] 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, the 2. The Hermit converted^ or, 
former always came off victorious. The Maid of Bath married. 8vo. 

Another practice by which this N. D. [1771'] 
gentleman signalized himself was Mr> Cooke is said to have been 
street-preaching ; and having some better versed in the art of collect- 
time before let his beard grow, he ing money by subscription than 
was generally known by the name any of his contemporaries. He 
of The Bearded Priest. In this always procured the earliest intei- 
extravagant manner he went on ligence of a young nobleman re* 
for some time, till some clergy- turned from his travels^ an bear 
men made interest for him to be lately come of age, or a rich Crede 
sent to Bedlam, where he was con- newly landed. On the receipt of 
fined for about two or three' years, such information, he conducted 
As soon as he was releas^, he his attack as follows : 
took a resolution of going to Scot- He first waited on my Lord, Sir 
land, and actually travelled over John, or the Esquire, and solicited 
that country on foot with not a and received the single subscrip- 
single farthing in his pocket; sub- tion of perhaps a guinea. Soon 
sisting, as himself informs us in after, he paid a second visit to the 
one of his pamphlets, by the con- saine person, pretending to have 
tributions of the well-disposed, been but recently informed of hts 
From thence he went to Ireland, uncommon genius and his zeal to 
and travelled over a great part of promote the interests of leannng, 
that kingdom ', and, on his arrival and therefore entreated tbe honour 
at Dublin in 17()0, was entertain- of dedicating his work to him, 
ed by some gentlemen in Trinity which was to be done at the ex- 
College, who, compassionating the pense of five guineas more. • Har- 
melancholy case of a clergyman tng obtained this permission, and 
in distress, gave him his board the cash, his dernier resort was to 
and lodging gratis. After he had call on bis patron a third time,.re^ 
. stayed in Ireland a few months, presenting the necessity of prd&X- 
and published some very original ing a copper-plate with his anm 
pieces, which no one could under- to the intended dedication : for this 
stand but himself, he returned to piece of sen^ice his usual tax was 
England, visited Oxford, and then ten additional guineas. By such 
. came again to London. He after- contrivances he was known to hafe 
wards proposed to ga to America picked up no inconsiderable sums; 
as soon as his finances would en- especially as he practised the same 
able him 3 but this voyage, we stratagem on many people, wth- 
bi^eve^iie never made. His death out the least design of uucrilnng;. 
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a work to any of theiti, or even 
publishing the piece advertised in 
bis proposals. 

CooKB, Edward. Of this gen- 
tleman Langbaine, &c. make no 
further mention than that he wrote 
in King Charles II. 's tiipe, and 
was author of one dramatic piece, 
viz. 

Love s Triumph. T. 4to. 1673. 
Coxeter, in his MS. takes notice 
of a translation of Le Grand's Di- 
vine Epicurus, or The Empire of 
Pleasure over the Virtues, by one 
Edward Cooke ; from the date of 
which, being published in I676, 
it is probably the work of this au- 
thor. 

Cooke, Thomas.' This gen- 
tleman was born at Braintfee in 
Essex, in or about the year 1702, 
and educated at Felsted school in 
the same county. He was early 
thrown upon the worlds and be- 
came an author almost ns soon as 
he was of age. In J 726 he gave 
the world an edition of the works 
of the famous Andrew Marvel, 
prefixed to which is a life of the 
author. This work he dedicated 
to the Earl of Pembroke, who, 
being much delighted with the 
learning and abilities of so young 
a writer, became a very v/zxm pa- 
tron to him, and even wrote seve- 
ral of the notes to his translation 
, of Hesiod, which he published in 
172s. Besides these, Mr. Cooke 
has obliged the public with a rrans- 
latioD of Cicero de Natura Deorum, 
and of the comedies of Terence, 
and prepared an edition and trans- 
Jation of Plautns, the Amphy^ 
trion only of whic!i he published. 
His reputation and merit, there- 
fore, as a classical writer arc ap- 
parently great ; which is more than 
^1^ can venture to say of him 
as a dramatic author : yet as he 
launched iqto that path^ we can^ 
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not refuse his pieces a place here^ 
though they met with no success 
at the time they appeared. Their 
titles are as follow : 

1. Albion. M. 8vo. 1724. 

2. The Battle of the Poets. F. 
8vo. 1731. 

3. The Triumphs of Love and 
Honour. P. 8vo. 1731. 

4. The Eunuch. F. 8vo. [1737.] 

5. The Mournful Nuptials. T. 
8vo. 1739. Afterwards altered, 
and called,. 

0. Love the Cause and Cure of 
Grief T. 8vo. 1744. 

7. Amphy trion. Translated from 
Plautns. l2mo.l746; 12mo.l754» 

8. G'ermanicus. T. still in MS. 
He also translated Terence, la 

3 vols. 17345 2 vols. 1748. 

He was likewise concerned with 
Mr. Mottley in writing, 

p. Penelope. Dram. Op. 8vo. 
1 728. 

of which see more particularly in 
its proper place, in the other part 
of this work. He died the 29th 
of December 1756, at Lambeth, 
where he. had long resided. 

Cooke, William. This gen- 
tleman, who is still living, is de- 
scended from an ancient and re^ 
spectable family, who resided in 
the city and county of Chester for 
many generations. He was born, 
however, at Cork, in Ireland, and 
was first educated in a grammar- 
school in that crty^ and afterwards 
under a, private tutor. He was 
intended to follow the business of 
his maternal grandfather, a manu- 
facturer and exporter of woollen 
yarns , but before he had reached 
the age of nineteen, he married a 
lady of considerable., fortune, on 
which he might have lived in ease 
and affluence; but entering too 
much into the expensive pleasure^ 
of life, and being concerned in a 
business which li« &d\\n\ ^\n^\^ 
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tend, and had never liked, he present lady, whom we must rank 
considerably reduced bis capital, among the female geniuses of thi» 
His wife died about two or three kingdom, we can trace nothingfor- 
years after their marriage ; and a ther than that she was the widow 
•ense of this loss; and reflection of oneMr. Cooper, anauctioneerf 
on his imprudence, excited in his that she was the editor of a. work, 
mind a firm determination to called The Muse*s lAhrarif, and 
^^bridge his expenses, and endea- author of two plays, entiUed, 
rour to obtain some rational inde- 1 . Rival Widows^ C. 8vo. 1735. 
^pendent maintenance through life. 2. The Nobleman, C. 1 736. N J. 
l/Caving, therefore, a part of his Corey, John. AH tii at is re- 
property, of which, luckily, it was corded of this gentlenoan it, tbat 
not in his power to dispose, at he lived in King Charles Il/sreign^ 
nurse, as it is called, in Ireland, he and sent forth into thQ world a 
hastened to London, and entered dramatic piece, which is entirely a 
himself as a student of4he Middle comfHlement^ or rather plagiarism, 
Temple. from other authors. The title of 

Mr. Cooke was called to the it is, 
bar about the year 1/76, and went The Generous Enemies* C 4to» 
the home circuit for about two 1672. 

years} but having, some tim^ be- Corey, John. This gentle- 
fore that period, married a sister man has been, by some of the 
of the late Major Gal way (who writers, confounded with the last- 
died commander of Tritchinopoly), mentioned one; but is indeed 
and having a family by this lady, quite another person^ having flou- 
he thought it too hazardous to de- rished in Queen Anne*s and King 
pend entirely on the slow progress George I/s reigns. He was de* 
of tlie bar, and therefore employed scended from an ancient fisimily in 
his leisure hours in the pursuits Cornwall, but was himself bom at 
of political literature. With this Barnstaple, in Devonshire. He wa# 
view he attached himself to the intended for' the study of the law^ 
Jiockingham party, and wrote and to that purpose was entered 
piany pamphlets in support of their, of New Inn; but having a thc^- 
principles and mea^res, during trical turn, and preferring tb% 
the American war. The chief of oratory of the stage to that of the 
his other works slyis. Elements of bar, he did. not long continue 
Dramatic Criticism y The Art of there before he turned player^ 
Living in London, a poem j Me-* which profession he follo^iveKl ibr 
moirs ofHildehrand Freeman, Esq.\ twenty years, to the tinoe of hil 
A Brief Revieui of Parliamentary death, which happened aboiin72U 
-Heformation -, Conversation, a di- Yet it is probable he might have 
dactic poem ; Memoirs of Charles made a more conspicuous figure 
Macklin 3 and Memoirs of Samuel in the walk of his first d^tinatiou} 
Foote, Beside which, he altered for though he was aduiowledged 
The Scornful Ladp of Beaumont to be a just and sensiUe speaker^ 
and Fletcher, which was acted yet bemg but low in stature, and 
and published under the title of . his voice noo^ of the best, be was 
The Caprimus Lady. Com. ever obliged to work against the 
6vo. 1793. stream, sind labour with difficoltiet 

CoQi^sa^ £.U2ABB^H. Of the which pmented his b^io^ bfUia 
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diy very high estimation, in a pro- merit as a burlesque writer ; in 

Session, which, of all others, re- which light he is so considerable as 

quires the greatest number of per- to stand almost in competition with 

fections, and to arrive at excellence the excellent author of Hudihras 

in which a person ought not to himself. His most celebrated poem 

be deficient in any one advantage of this kind is his Scarronides j or, 

that either nature or art can be- Travestie of the First and Fourth 

stow. He brought two dramatic Books of the JEneid, But although, 

pieces on the stage, whose titles from the title, one would be apt to 

are as follow : imagine it an imitation of Scar- 

1. A Cure for Jealousy, C, 4to. ron's famous Travestie of the same 
1701,- author, yet, on an examination, 

2. The Metamorphosis, F. 4to. it will be foiuid greatly to excel 
1704. not only that, but every attempt 

GoRNBURY, Lord Viscount, of that kind hitherto niade in any 

€ee Htde. language. He has also translated 

CoRNELYS, Mrs. a performer several of Lucian's dialogues in the 

belonging to the Theatre in Crow same manner, under the title of 

Street, Dublin, who produced one The Scoffer scoffed 3 and written 

play, acted at her own benefit, another poem of a more serious 

March 14, 1781i called kind, called The Wonders of the 

The Deceptions, C. Peak, It is not known what his 

Cotton, Charles. This gen- circumstances were with respect to 

tleman was the son of Charles fortune 5 they appear, however, to 

Cotton, of Beresford, in Stafford- have been easy, if one may form 

«hire, and was bom on the 28th any judgment from the turn of his 

of April 1630- He received his writings, which seams to be such 

education at Cambridge, and af- as it is scarcely possible any one 

terwards travelled into France and could indulge in, whose mind was 

other foreign countries. He was not perfectly at ease. Yet there is 

twice married, and by his first one anecdote in relation to him, 

w|fe left several children. The which wecannot avoid relating, and 

place of his residence, during the 'which seems to show tliat his vein 

greater part of his life, was at th6 of humour could not restrain itself 

fiimily seat at Beresford. He died on any consideration, viz. that in 

in the parish of St. James's, West- consequence of a single couplet in 

minster, in I6S7, having written his /^r^ /ravw/ie, wherein he has 

one di^matic piece, or rather made mention of a peculiar kind 

transited it from the French of of ruff, worn by a grandmother of 

Corneille, for the use of his sister, his, who lived in the Peak, he lost 

Mrs. Stanhope Hutchinson; to an estate of four hundred pounds 

whom, when it was published, per annum ; the old lady, whose 

which was not till many years after humour and testy disposition he 

the writing of it, he thought pro- could by no means have been a 

per to dedicate it. It is entitled stranger tO;^ never being able to 

Horace, T. 4to. 1671. forgive the liberty he had taken 

But though, on account of this with her, and having her fortune 

piece, we have a right to mention wholly at her own disposal, al- 

iiim as a dramatic writer, yet his though she had before made him 

principal fame wasfoqnded on his her sole heir, alteieOiViiet "^'^^^xv^ 

l3 
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gave it all away to an absolute great eagerness, as it appears that 
stranger. — If there be any truth in the major part of hi« poems were 
this story (which the authors of written before he left the nniver- 
the Biog. Brit, seem to doubt), sities. He had taken his degree of 
the lines alluded to must be the master of arts before 1643, when, 
following: in consequence of the turbulent 

« And then there is a fair great ruff, times, he, among many others, was 

" Made of a pure and cosdy stuff, ejected from the college ; whereon 

** To wear about her Highness' neck, retiring to Oxford, he entered 
** Like Miss Cocaney's, in the Peak.** himself of St. John's College, and 
Virgil Thavestie, b. iv. ^jj^^ y^^y year, under the denomi- 
Mr. Cotton also favoured the nation ofa Scholar of Oxford, pub- 
world with a translation, in 3 vol^. lished a satire, called The Puritan 
8vo. of Montaigne's Es^av*. avd the Papist, It isapparent,how- 

CowLEY, Abraham. This ex- ever, that he did not remain very 
cellent poet was the son of a grocer long at Oxford 3 for his zeal to the 
near the end of Chancery Lane, royal cause engaging him in the 
in Fleet Street, London, at which service of the King, who was very 
place our author was born, in the sensible of his abilities, and by 
year 16 18. His mother, through whom he was frequently employed, 
the interest of some friends, pro- he attended His Majesty in many 
cured him to be admitted a king's of his journies and expeditions, 
scholar in Westminster school, and gained not only that prince's 
where his inclination and genius esteem, but the regard of many 
for poetry showed itself very early ; other great personages, and in par- 
for Langbaine, Jacob, Gildon, and ticular of Lord Falkland, one of 
all the other writers say, that he *the principal secretaries of state, 
•wrote The Tragical History of During the heat <^ the civil 
Pyramus and Thisbe, at ten years war he Was settled in* he Earl of 
old 5 at twelve, that of Constantia, St. Albans' family j and when the 
At fifteen, he published a collection Queen-mother was obliged to re- 
ef poems, under the title of Poe/ica/ tire into France, he accompanied 
Blossoms. One thing extremely her thither, laboured strenuously 
remarkable in him was, that, with in the affairs of the royal family, 
so extraordinary a natural genius, undertook several very dangerous 
his teachers could never bring him journies on their account, and was 
to retain even the common rules the principal instrument in main- 
of grammar. So that, had he not taining an epistolary correspond- 
formed the most intimate ac- ence bet weeii the King and Queen, 
quajntance with the books them- In the year l656, it was judged 
selves from which those rules are proper that Mr. Cowley should 
drawn, he could never have been come over to England; and, under 
master of them. In l636, he was pretence of privacy and retireroeut, 
elected a scholar of Trinity Col- give notice of the situation of af- 
lege, Cambridge, and removed to fairs in this kingdom, to those by 
that university. Here he went whom he was employed. Soon 
through all. his exercises with a after his arrival, however, be was 
remarkable degree of repnlation, seized, in. the search after another 
and at the same time must have gentleman of considerable note in 
pursued his poetical turn with tl^e King's party 5 but although it 
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rough mistake that he was some months^ he at length got the 

yet, when the republicans better of it, and seemed pretty well 

all their attempts of every recovered from its bad symptoms ; 

bring him oyer to their when one day^ in the heat of sum- 
proved ineffectual, he was raer of I667, staying too long in 
tted to a severe confine- the £elds, to give some directions 
and it was even with con- to his labourers, he caught a most 
le difficulty that he obtained violent cold, which was attended 
iTty, when, venturing back with a defluxion and stoppage in 
ice, he remained there, in hisbreast, which, for want of time- 
lier situation, till near the ly care, by treating it as a coni- 
'the King*s return. mon cold, and refusing advice till 

1 after the Restoration, he it was past remedy, took him ofF 
5 possessed of a very compe- the stage of life, on the 28th of 
tate, through the favour of July in that year, being the 49th 
icipal friends the Duke of of his age ; and, on the 3d of 
gham, and the Earl of St. August following, he was interred 
i and being now upwards in Westminster Abbey, near the 
y years of age, he took up ashes of Chaucer, and his beloved 
ition to pass the remainder Spenser. 

e, which had been a scene Dr. - Warton informs us, that 

ipest and- tumult, in that toward the latter part of his life, 

o which had ever been the he showed an aversion to thd 

of his wishes, a studious re- company of women, but still re- 

it His eagerness to get tained a sincere affection for his 

the bustle of a court and Leonora. — Dr. Johnson, in his 

lade him less careful than life of Qbwley, supposes him to , 

ht have been in the choice be only an ideal lover, and conse- 

leali^^ful habitation in the quently as fond of his mistress, as 

^^y which means he found Don Quixote of his Dulcinea, 

tude, from the very begin- whom he had never seen, 
nit less with the constitution His death has been by some at* 

body than with his mind, tributed to the following accident: 

St rural residence was at '* He paid a visit, on foot, with 

Jms, a place which lying '' his friend Sprat (say they), to a 

id being near a large river, '^ gentleman in the neighbourhood 

bject to variety of breezes " of Chertsey, which visit they 

nd and water, and liable, in '' prolonged till midnight. On 

iter-time, to great inconve- '* their return, they mistook their 

from the dampness of the '* way, and were obliged to pass 

The consequences of this " the whole night under a hedge, 

wley too soon experienced, "where Cowley caught a severe 

ig seized with a dangerous '' cold, attended with a fever, 

gering fever. On his re- ''which terminated in his death." 
from this he removed to Mr. Cowley, as a writer, had 

$y, a situation not much perhaps as much fire and imagi* 

ealthfu], where he had not nation as any author of the Eng- 

een before he was seized lish nation ; his wit is genuine and 

lother consuming disease, natural ^ but then his versification 

; languished under this for is frequently irregular, rough, aud 

l4 
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Incorrect -, and the redundancy of devout and pious in his religion^ a 
bis fancy outrunning the power social companion, and a sincere 
ef hib expression, this latter ap- friend. Or, to sum up his cba- 
pearls sometimes puerile, and even racier in a few words, we. need only 
fiat and insipid. Yet these faults repeat the remark of his master 
are certainly excusable, when we King Charles II. who, on the 
consider at how early a time of news of his death, declare that 
life almost all his pieces were writ- *' Mr. Cowley had not left a better 
ten^ Had he lived in a less per- " man behind him in England.** 
plexed period of our . history, or It is moreover one of the peculiar 
been himself less principally con- advantages of exalted virtue, that 
cerned in the transactions of the even bad men reverence it, and 
period he did live in, we perhaps are pleased to draw some honour 
might have met with greater plea- to themselves by paying tribute 
sure from those writings which he to it. A. monument therefore was 
might have produced at a more • erected, to the memory of Cowley, 
advanced age, when the judgment, by George Vilfiers, Duke of Buck- 
heing arrived at greater maturity, ingham, in 1675. His dramatic 
pould have held a tighter rein works, which however are those of 
pver the rapid and unruly coursers all his writings the least esteemed, 
of imagination. It is evident that are four in number ; their titles are 
fancy was bis principal directress, as follow : 
and, by a kind of sympathy with I. Love* s Riddle* Vast. C. 12mo. 
writers of the same disposition, he 1 63 8. 

became involuntarily a poet. He 2. Naufragmm Joculare, C. 
tells us himself, that his admira- l2mo. 1638. 
tion of Spenser^, whom he had read 3. Guardian. C. 4{o. l650, 
pver before he was twelve years 4. Cutter of Coleman Street, C. 
old, first inspired him with an in- 4to. 1663. 
clination for poetry 5 and what Cowley, Mas. Hannah, was 
writer has imagination equal to the daughter of a Mr. Parkhouse, 
Spenser? and we are also told, that of Tiverton, Devonshire, where 
his accidentally meeting with the she was born about the year 1/43. 
works of Pindar, the most exalted Her genius may seem to have been 
genius for the flights of fancy hereditary 3 her grandmother by 
among the ancients, led him into the fathe^-^s side having been first 
that Pindaric way of writing, in cousin to the celebrated poet Gayj 
which, however faulty he may by whom she was held in such 
sometimes be iti respect to num- high estimation, -that he passed a 
bers, he has never yet been excel- considerable portion of his time at 
led Iq the force of his figures, and her house in Barnstaple. Mr. 
the sublinaity of his style and sen- Parkhurst himself had attained a 
timents. ' proficiency in classical literature. 

As a man, in his public capa- which gained him the reputation 
city he was active and discerning, of being an excellent scholar, 
of the strictest integrity, and most Under such a tutor were the ta- 
unshaken loyalty. In his private lenis of our fair writer cultivated ; 
life he was easy of access, gentle, and she presented him, in return, 
pohte, and modest, generous in his with the first fruits of her Muse, 
disposition^ temperate in his life^ by prefixing his namei to the poem 
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e Maid of Arragon, in a de- 
on, which evinced at once 
rratitude and youlhfiil genius, 
out the year 1772, she was 
ed to Mr. Cowley, who died 
iia, about twelve years ago, 
tain in the Company's service, 
brother to Mr. Cowley, an 
ent merchant in Cateaton 
tj by whom she had three 
ren, a son and two daughters, 
he different characters of 
bter, wife, and mother, Mrs. 
ley's conduct was most ex- 
ary. Her manners were live- 
d unassuming, and her coun- 
ice was peculiarly animated 
expressive. Though public 
genius, yet private as a wo- 
, she wore her laurels grace- 
veiled: at the theatres, except 
ilige others by accompanying 
I, she was never seen 3 fre- 
tly, for years together, she 
not there at all. Her drama- 
ieces were brought out under 
superintendance of her hus- 
3 except, we believe, the last 
\ he having then joined his 
nent in India. In her wfit- 
, nothing was laboured 5 all 
spontaneous efiusion : she had 
ing of the drudge of litera- 
$ and fame was not half so 
h her object as the pleasure of 
position. When her fancy had 
opted her to the amusement 
Iramatic writing, so little san- 
e was she in her expectation 
her comedy would be accept- 
)y Mr. Garrick, to whom it 
sent; that it was not until 
It twelve months afterwards, 
he was informed who had 
It to him, or was asked what 
opinion was. The comedy 
ded to was The Runaway 5 it 
written in a fortnight, and its 
larkable success many will re- 
»ct. It was followed by IVho^s 



the Dupe, and The Bellas Strata^ 
gem. The- latter, on the express 
permission of the Queen, was de- 
dicated to her, and was performed 
before the royal family once every 
season, as long as they attended 
the theatres. However anxious 
Mrs. Cowley might be at the iino- 
ment of writing, her work was 
no sooner out, than she became 
regardless of it. It was to domes- 
tic life, ^s we have before ob- 
served, that her mind was given ; 
fame appeared to be not at all 
essential to her happiness. The 
Siege of Acre would never have 
appeared, had it not been heard 
of, asked for, and made a present 
of to a respectable bookseller, who 
was a stranger to her. In the 
course of the last ten years of her 
life she wrote a few slight poems, 
in friendship with the families of 
Lady Carew, Lady Duntze, Mrs, 
Wood, and other ladies in her 
neighbourhood, which probably 
are yei extant. In her latter years, 
on account of her dislike of cards, 
and the dress and trouble of even- 
ing amusements, she declined all 
invitations 5 but received very large 
parties at her own house. She 
established a singular custom, of 
tlirowing open her house, one 
morning in a week, for ladies 
only, and was on those' occasions 
attended by a crowd. 

Mrs. Cowley looked forward to 
the close of her life, with a pecu- 
liar degree of religious cheerful- 
ness, and expired at Tiverton, 
March 11, I8O9, in her 66th 
year 5 leaving behind her "a son, 
now at the bar ] and a daughter, 
married in India to the Rev. Dr. 
Brown, provost of the College of 
Calcutta. 

Besides the poems of The Maid 
of Arragon, and The Siege of Acre, 
which we have incidentsdly meor 
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tbhed, this lady produced a third, if he has a right to be called by 

excellent in its kind^ called The that title, was an excellent come* 

Scottish Fiilage, dian, who lived in the reign of 

The last time her pen was thus King Charles I. But when the 

employed, was on a slight poem, rihgleaders of the rebellion, and 

given to a poor sexton of the pa- the pretended reformers of the na- 

rish, who was distressed by the tion, among other acts of purita- 

loss of his property, in the then nical zeal, suppressed the repre- 

late floods, and which was re- sentations of the theatre, this per- 
stored to him by the douceurs of former was compelled for a liveli- 

those to whom he showed the hoodtobetakehimself to theniak- 

poem for perusal. ing of drolls or farces, which were 

To the ^boVe we should add, in general nothing more than se- 

that Mrs. Cowley was the <^ Anna leqt scenes of humour from some 

5' Matilda,** who so long main- of the plays which had been the 

tained a celebrated poetical news- greatest favourites, put together 

paper correspondence with "Delia without any order, regularity, or 

«* Crusca** (the late Mr. Merry) j apparent design. These drolls he 

though the parties were, personal- found means of getting licensed, 

ly, total strangers to each other, or rather connived at by the legis* 

We now subjoin a list of the lature, and performed as it were 

dramas produced by this elegant by stealth, under the sanction of 

writer: rope-dancing, at the Red-BuUplay- 

J. The Runaway » C. Svo. 177^. house, and in country towns at 

2. Who's the Dupe? F. Svo. wakes and fau-s. A large collec- 

1779' tion of them was published after 

Z. Albind. T. Svo. 1779. * the Restoration, by Kirkman 3 for 

4. The Belle's Stratagem, C. some account of which, and the 
1780 5 Svo. 1782. plays they were selected from, see 

5. The School for Eloquence. I. the third volume of this work, 

1780. N. P. ^ under the title of Tlie Wits-, or, 

6. The World as it Goes, C. Sport upon Sport, lliere is ano- 
^781. N. P. Afterwards acted ther collection, published as a se- 
onder the new tj tie of cond part to the former, the pieces 

7. Second Thoughts are Best. C. in. which are supposed by Kirk- 

1781. N. P. man to have been originally writ- 

8. Which is the Man? C. Svo. ten by Cox, and which consists of 

1782. the following interludes, exoept- 

9. A Bold Stroke for a Husband, ing only the first, which is known 
C. Svo. 1783. to be his, viz. 

10. More Ways than One, C. 1. Actoeon and Diana, with the 
Svo. 1784. pastoral Story of the Nymph 

1 1 . School for Greybeards. C. CEnone, &c. 4to. N.D.j- Svo. 1 65.(), 
8vo. 1786. . % The Black Man. 

12. Fat€ofSparta.T,SvoA7QS. 3. 'Fenus and Adonis; or, Thi 

13. A Day in Turkey, C. Svo, Maid's Pfdlosophy. Svo. 1659. 
1792. 4. Philetus and Constantia. 

14. The Town before You, C. 5, King Ahasuerus and Queers 
Svo. 1795. Esther, 

"Cox, Robert. This author^ 6, King SolomOn*s Wisdom. 
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7. Diphilo and Granida. 

8. JViltshlre Tom, 
^ 9. CEno7ie, P. 

10. Bottom the Weaver, 

1 1 . The Cheater cheated. 

The last ten were originally 
printed in 4 to. without date. Also 
the whole, 8vo. 1672. 

In these kinds of drolls he used' 
to perform the principal parts 
himself, and that so well, that he 
was a great favourite, not only in 
the country, but . also at London, 
and in the universities themselves. 
And Langbaine relates the follow- 
ing humorous anecdote of him 
(which proves him to have been a 
very natural performer), that once 
after he had bieen playing the part 
of Simpleton, the smith, in his own 
Actaon and Diana, a Teal smith of 
some eminence in those parts, who 
saw him act, came to him, and 
ofllered to take him as his journey- 
inan, and even to allow him 
twelve-pence a week more than 
the customary wages. 

Cradocr, Joseph. ' An au- 
thor still living. He is possessed 
of a considerable fortune in the 
county of Leicester, and has pro- 
duced one play, altered from Les 
Scythes of Voltaire, and called 

Zobeide. T. 8vo. 1771. 
and another, entitled 

The Czar, Not yet acted, nor 
printed. 

He is also the reputed author of 
A Journey to Snow den, and Village 
Memoirs, 

CuANE, Edward. This au- 
thor resided at Manchester, where 
he printed a Collection of Poetical 
Miscellanies, in 8vo. 176I i in 
which, amongst other pieces, are 
two tragedies, viz. 

J . The Female Parricide • 

2. Saul and Jonathan. 

Cranke, , a teacher of 

music, who di(^d April 7, 1783, 
was author of 



The True Briton. F. 1782, N.P. 

Craven. See Anspach. 

Craufurd, David. This gen- 
tleman was a North Briton, of 
Dumfoy, in the western part of 
Scotland, and was historiographer 
for that kingdom to Queen Anne. 
He iXrrote two plays, whose titles 
are as follow : 

1 . Courtship Alamode, C. 4to. 
1700. 

2. Love at first Sight. C. 4to. 
N. D. [1/04.] 

The first of these pieces he lejft 
to the care of Mr. Pinkethman, the 
comedian, to publish ; his affairs 
calling him into his own country, 
just as it was«bout to be acted. 

His other writings are, a set of 
love epistles, in verse, in imitation 
of Ovid, and entitled Ovidius 
Britannicus, being an intrigue be- 
tween two persons of quality -, three 
novels, in one volume 8vo. and 
some Memoirs of the Affairs and 
Revolutions of Scotland. 

Crisp, Henry. This author 
belonged to the Custom-house, 
and produced one play, called 

Virginia. T. 8vo. 1754. 

Cross, Richard, wrote one 
piece' called 

The Henpecked Captain. F. 1749. 
N.P. 

Cross, James C. was formerly 
an actor at Covent Garden and 
the Haymarket Theatres. His 
first wife was on the stage; and 
after her death Mr. Cross married 
Miss Jones, daughter of the pro- 
prietor of the Royal Circus (now 
called the Surrey Theatre) 5 by 
which circumstance he became a 
part proprietor of that house, and 
acting manager; and thencefor-^ 
ward he devoted the production* 
of his pen chiefly, of course, to > 
that concern. His first dramatic 
essay was the writing of dialogue 
for the apt introduction of some 
of the mosl faNo\xi\Vfe ^i'^t. \i^5i:- 
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din*s songs ; which entertainment 
w^s performed several nights a^ 
Covent Garden Theatre, under the 
title of, 

1. The Divertisement, M. E. 
1790. N. P. 

The other specimens of this 
gentleman*s dramatic talents are as 
follow : 

2. Humours of Brighton, Sk. 
3792. 

3. Purse, M. D. 8vo. 1/94. 

4. British Fortitude and Hil^^ 
fiian Friendship, M.D. 8vo. 1794. 

5. The Apparition. Mus. Di'. 
Rom. 8vo. 1794. 

• 6. The Charity Boy, M. E. 
179^: N,P. 
7. nilagk Doctor, Burl. 8vo. 

^796. 

8.^ JVay to get Unmarried. D.S. 
8vo. 179^- 

9. Esdape into Prison. M. E. 

1797. . 

10. Harlequin and Quixote. Pant. 

1797' 

11. In Love, in Debt, and in 

Liquor, M. Dr. 8vb. 1797. 

12. Nymph of the Fountain, P. 

^797- 

13. The Genoese Pirate, Pant. 

3798. N. p. 

14. Harlequin* s Return. V.\7 9^, 

15. /oaw o/^-^rc. Hist.Bal. I7d8. 

16. Raft, M. Int. 8vo. 1798. 

17. Magic Flute, Pant. 1800. 

18. The Mine. G.S.Svo. 1800. 

19. Sir Francis Drake and Iron 
Arm, Spect. 8vo. 1800* 

20. King Caesar, G. S. Svo. 
1801. 

21. 7%eEc^«|&5e. Pant. Svo. 1801* 

22. The Fire King. B. 8vo. 
1801. 

23. Rinaldo Rinaldini, B. 8vo. 
fSOl. 

24. The Enchanted Harp, Pant, 
1802. Svo. N. D. 

25. The Fatal Prediction. B. 
8vo. 1802. 
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26. The Golden Farmer, Pant. 
Svo. 1802. 

27. Gonsalvo de Cordova, B. 
Svo. 1802. 

28. Jubilee of 1802, G.D. Svo. 
1802. 

29. Corsican Pirate, Bal. Svo. 
1803. 

30. John Bull and Buonaparte, 
B. S. 8vo. 1803. 

31. Louisa of Lomlardy. G. S. 
Svo. 1803. 

32. Number Nip. T. S. Svo. 
1803. 

33. Our Native Land and Gat* 
lant Protectors. Dr. Svo. 1803* 

■ 34. Rival Statues. Pant. Svo. 
1803. 

35. Jew and Gentile. Burl. 

36'. Cybele, Pant. Svo. 1804. 

37. Pedlers Acre. Pant Svo* 
1804. 

38. Black Beard, B. P. 12mo. 
I8O9. . . 

39. The Cloud King. M. D. 
12hio. I8O9. 

40. Cora. B. P. 12mo. 1SQ9. 
41,* The False Friend. M. D. 

12mo. I8O9. 

42. Halloween, S. 12mo. 1809, 

43. Julia of Louvain, D. S. 
12mo. 1809. 

44. Round Tower. B. P. l2mo. 
I8O9. 

Mr. Cross died, we believe, 
early in the year 1810 ; leaving a 
widow, to whom Mr, Elliston has 
given a situation in the Surrey 
Theatre, but in what department 
we are not informed. Our autho- 
rity for stating the fact is the fol- 
lowing notice at the foot of a play- 
bill, in 1810, for the widow's 
benefit : " Mrs. C. would be 
" wanting in gratitude did she not 
'* embrace this opportunity of re- 
" turning Mr. Elliston her sincere 
*' thanks for the many favours she 
" has received from him since the 
'* decease of her hiuch-belcn'e^ 
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^' and affectionate husband -, and Mr. Crowne's twp tragedies of The 
" trusts her ardent endeavours to Destruction of Jerusalem excited 
" give satisfaction^ in the situation the envy of that nobleman so far, 
** he has been ^ so kind as to place as to make him as severe an ene- 
*' her in^ will ensure a continuance my as he had appeared to be a 
•' of his esteem and patronage." wariii friend to hiroj nay, he even 
Crowke, John. This gen- endeavoured to do him prejudice 
tleman was the son of an inde- at court, by informing, the King 
pendent minister in that part of of his descent and education, 
America called Nova Scotia 5 but which, however. His Majesty was 
whether born th^re or not, is unr, so far from paying any regard to, 
certain. He received his educa- that he even treated the informer 
tion, however, in that climate, the with that contempt so mean an 
rigid manners of which not alto- insinuation justly merited. Mr. 
gether suiting with the vivacity of* Crowne was now highly in favour 
his genius, he determined to.quijt at courts and particularly with the 
that country and seek his fortune King, as indeed anyone might be 
in England. At his. first arrival who cpntributed to his pleasures ; • 
here, his necessities compelled him and it is well known that Charles 
to accept of an office still more II. v^^as ever peculiarly fond of 
formal and disgusting than even his theatrical amusements. The fa- 
situation in America. This was no vours he received from this mo- 
otlier than tlie beipg gentleman- narch, added to the natural gaiety 
usher to an old independent lady of his temper, induced Jiim to join 
of quality. Soon weary of this with the Tory party j in conse- 
disagreeable drudgery, he had re- quence of which he wrote a come- 
course to his pen for support 5 dy, called The-City Politiqves, in 
and as neither the preciseness of whi^h the Whigs were severely sa-> 
his education, nor the distress of tirized. When written, he found 
his circumstances, could suppress much difficulty in getting it re-< 
the fire of his genius, his writings, presented ; the opposite party, and 
which were in the dramatic way, particularly Lord Arlington, the 
^ soon rendered his abilities known lord chamberlain, who was secret-^ 
to the town and court : when, as ly in the Whig interest, endea- 
it appears, fortunately for him, vouring all they could to get it 
the Earl of Rochester, whose en- suppressed. At last, however, by 
mity to Dryden made him readily the immediate command of the 
fnatcb at any opportunity of mor- King himself, it was brought on the 
tifying him, prevailed on the stage ; but, though even {he con- 
Queen to lay her commands on trary party acknowledged it to be 
Crowne, in preference to that poet, a geod play, it created Mr. Crowne 
for the writing of a masque, ,to be a great many enemies; which cir- 
performed at court, which he exe- cumstance, added to the preca- 
iputed, under the title of Ca/if/o. riousness of theatrical emoluments. 
That it was not from any pecu- induced him to apply to the King 
liar regard to our author himself, for some post that might secure 
that Ix>rd Rochester urged this him from distress for the remain- 
nomination, is very evident 5 for, at der of his life. This His Majesty 
no greater distance than two years readily promised him, but insisted 
JifterwaidS/ the great s}icc<;8s. of on our autbor*« ^tvlvci^ ^^ni^i^ ^^-^ 
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medy more, before he took leave that he was living in 1703, no 

of the Muses ; and, to obviate all writer has pretended to assign tbe 

objections, which he made, of being absolute date of his death. It is 

at a loss for a plot, &c. put into probable, however, that he did not 

his hands, byway of a ground- long survive that period' j and we 

work, a Spanish play, called No are told by Jacob, that he was bu- 

puede ser. On this Mr. Crowne ried in St. Giles's in the Fields, 
immediately set to work; and al- As a man, he seems to have 

though, when he had advanced possessed many amiable and social 

some length in it, he found that it virtues, mingled with great viva^ 

had been before translated, under city and easiness of disposition, 

the title of Tarugo's Wiles, by Sir As a writer, his numerous works 

Thomas St. Serfe, and had even bear sufficient testimony of his 

been condemned in tbe representa- merit. His chief excellence lay 

tion, yet he proceeded in his plan, in com^y, yet his tragedies are 

and produced his very excellent far from contemptible. His plots 

coniedy of Sir Courtly Nice, And are for the most part his own in- 

now he seemed to be at the very vention ; his characters are in ge- 

summit of his hopes of being gra- neral strongly coloured amd highly 

tified in the performance of the finished; and his dialogue lively 

King's promise ; when, lo ! in an and spirited, attentively divbrsifi- 

instant an unfortunate accident in- ed, and well adapted to the seve- 

tervened to dash them all at once, ral speakers. So that on the whole 

and tumble down tbe fabric which he may assuredly be allowed to 

he had been rearing ! This was stand at least in the third rank of 

no less than the sudden death of our dramatic writers. 

the King, who was seized with an . The pieces he has left behind 

apoplectic fit, on the day of its last him are seventeen in number, be- 

rehearsal, and who, though he did sides one not printed ; and their 

indeed revive from it, died in three names are as follow : 
days afterwards, leaving our un- 1. Juliana. T. C. 4to. 1^1. 
fortunate bard plunged in the depth 2. Charles Vlllth of France, 

of distress and disappoinlixient. 4to. 16/2. 

What were the particular occur- 3. The Country Wit C. 4to. 

rences of Mr. Crowne's life after 1675. 

this great loss, we have not been 4. Andromache, T. 4to. 16J5, 
able to trace; but it is most pro- 5, Calisto, M. 4to. 1675. 
l)able that writing for the stage be- 6. City Politiques, C. 4to. 1675, 
came his sole support ; as we find, 7- The Destruction of Jerusalem, 

besides. the play on which his ex- T. Two Parts. 4to. 1677. 
pectations were thus fixed, -and 8. The Ambitious Statesman. T» 

which was played at that time 4to. l67Q, 
with great success (as indeed it p. The Misery of Chil War. T. 

has ever since been on every re- 4to. 1690. 
vival of it), that he wrote six 10. Henry the Sixth. T. Two 

others, the last of which made its Parts. 4to. 1681. 
first appearance about the end of 11. Thyestes, T. 4to. l6Sl. 
the seventeenth century. How long 12. Sir Courtly Nice. C. 4to. 

be lived is uncertain; for although 1685. 
Coxeter, ia his notes, infj^rms as 13^ Darius. T, 4to. l68S« 
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, The EngUsh Friar. C. 4to. 

Regulus, T. 4to. l6gA. 
The Married Beau, C. 4to. 



CaR^la. T. 4to. 1698. 

Justice Busy. Com. N. P. 
ox ALL, Dr. Samuel, was 
Dn of Samuel Croxall, rector 
anworth, in Middlesex, and 
of Walton upon Thames, in 
r 5 in the last of which places 
uthor was bom. He received 
\r\y education at Eton school, 
from thence was admitted to 
Fohn's College, Cambridge, 
which he entered into holy 
•s. Having a strong attach- 
: to the Whig interest, he em- 
kI his pen in favour of that 
', during the latter end of 
3n Anne*s reign. After he 
ed the university, he was in- 
:ed to the living of Hampton, 
liddlesex, and then to the 
id parishes of St. Mary So- 
et, and St. Mary Mounthaw, 
e city of Loudon, both which 
sld to his death. He was also 
cellor, prebendary, canon re- 
itiary, and portionist, of the 
ch of Hereford \ and, in the 
1732, was made archdeacon 
ilopi and chaplain in ordinary 
[le King. He obtained the 
g of Selleck, in Hereford- 
I, in February J 734, and died, 
very advanced age, the 13th 
«*ebruary 1752, having pub- 
d (according to common opi- 
) one dramatic performance, 
is called, viz. 

he Fair Circassian, 4to. 1 720. 
ULLUM, Mrs. A lady of this 
e was author of one piece, 
;h entitles her to a place in our 
!s, viz. 
harlotte, P. 8vo. 1775. 

UMBERLAND, RiCHARD, is 

BOO of Dr. Denisoa Cumber- 



land^ late Bishop of Kilmore, inlro' 
land, by Joanna^ youngest daugh- 
ter of the celebrated Dr. Bentley 
(a lady on whom the well-known 
pastoral of Phebe, by Dr. Byrom, 
printed in The Spectator, No. 603, 
was written), and great-grandson 
of Dr. Richard Cumberland, Bishop 
of Peterborough. 

He was bom February 19, 1732, 
in the master's lodge of Trinity Col* 
lege, Cambridge, under the roof 
of his grandfather Bentley, in what 
is called the Judge's Chamber. 
When turned of six years of age, he 
was sent to the school of Bury St. 
£dmund*s^ whence he was in due 
time transplanted to Westminscer. 
At the age of fourteen Mr. C. 
was admitted of Trinity College, 
Cambridge j whence, after a long 
and assiduous course of study, he 
launched into the great world, 
and became a private confidential 
secretary to Lord Halifax, then at 
the head of the Board of Trade ; 
which situation he held With great 
credit to himself, till his Lordship 
went out of office. 

Soon after this, he obtained th6 
lay fellowship of Trinity College, 
vacant by the death of Mr. Titley^ 
the Danish Envoy. This fellow- 
ship, however, he did not hold 
long 'y for, on obtaining, through 
the patronage of Lord Halifax, a 
small establishment as crown agent 
for the province of Nova Scotia, 
he married Elizabeth, only daugh- 
ter of George Ridge, Esq. of Kil- 
miston, in Hampshire, in whose 
family he had long been intimate. 

W^hen Lord Halifax returned to 
administration, and was appointed 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Mr, 
C. went with him to that country, 
as under-secretary 5 his father, as 
one of his chaplains y and his bro- 
ther-in-law, Capt. William Ridge, 
as one of his tildet^-da^c^.^^^. 
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Before Lord Halifax quitted Ire- his family, to Tunbndge Wells, 

land to become Secretary of State, where he has continued, we be- 

Mr. Cumberland's father had been lieve, ever since to reside, uni- 

made Bishop of Clonfert 5 land Mr. versallj respected. Of his dra- 

Cumberland himself, who had de- matic works we annex what w« 

dined a baronetcy which had been believe to be a correct list : 

offered him by his patron, came 1. The Banishment of Cicero, 

to England with his Lordship, and T. 4to. 1761. 

was appointed, we believe, to the 2. The Summer* s Tale, Mas, 

situation of assistant secretary to C. 8vo.*1705. 

the Board of Trade. Z.Amelia, M. E. 8vo. 1768. 

About the end of the year 1771, 4. The Brothers. C. 6vo. 1769. 

the Bishop of Clonfert was trans- 5. The IVest Indian. C. 8vo. 

lated to Kilmore ; which see, how- 1771- 

ever, he held not long, being 6. Amelia, M.E. altered. Svo. 
translated by death to a better, 1771' 

world 5 to which he was followed 7. Timon of Athens, T. altered. 

by his lady in June 1775. Svo. 1771. 

The accession of Lord George 8, The Fashionable Lwer, C. 

Germaine to the seals for the colo- Svo. 1772. 

fiial department promoted Mr. 9. The Note of Hand. F. Svo. 

Cumberland from a subaltern at 1774. 

the Board of Trade to the post of 10. The Choleric Man. C. Svo. 

secretary. 177-5. 

In the year 178O he was sent 11. The Battle of Hastings. T, 

on a secret and confidential mis- Svo. 177S. 

fiion to the court of Spain; and 12. The Princess of Parma. T. 

it is reported, that his embassy J 778. N. P. - 

would have been successful, but for 13, The Election, Ent. 1778. 

the riots in Loadon, and tlie cap- N. P. 

iure of our East and West India 14. Calypso, M. Svo. 1779' 

ifleets, which inspired the Spaniards 15. The Bondman. T.C. altered, 

with more confidence than th^y 1779* N. P. 

bad before possessed. In this mis- l6. The Duke of Milan. T.al- 

sionMr.Cumberland necessarily in- tered. 1779. -N. P. 

curred great expenses ; and he was J 7. The Widow of Delphi. Mas. 

cruelly neglected by ministers after C» Songs only printed, Svo. 1 780. 

the conclusion of his negotiation. IS. The JVdlloons. C. 17^« 

It was, however, during his resi- N. P. 

dence in that country that he col- 19. Mysterious Husband. Play 

Jected the Anecdotes of eminent Svo. 1783. 

Painters in Spain, which he- after- 20. The Carmelite, T. Svo. 

wards published. 1784. 

By the provisions of Mr. Burke's 21. Natural Son. C, 8v'o.l785. 

well-known bill, the Board of 22. The Arab. T. 1785. N.P. 

Trade was annihilated, and Mr. 23. The Country Attorney. C. 

Cumberland was set adrift with a 1787. N. P. 

compensation of scarcely^ a nioiety 24. The Impostors, C. Svo, 1789- 

in value of what he had been de- 25, School for Widows^ C, 1789* 

prived of. He now retired, with JM. P. 
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26. Occasional Prelude. 1792. 53. Ttherius in Caprece. P. N.P. 
N. P. 54. TorrendaL Trag. N. R , 

27. The Armourer. CO. 1793. Besides the labour, as well as 
N. P. genius, implied in the execution 

28. The BoX'lohly Challenge, of this unexampled collection of 
C. 8vo. No date, [1794.] plays written by one author, we 

29. The Jew. C. 8vo. 1794. are to give Mr. Cumberland credit 

30. Wheel of Fortune. C. 8vo, for other works, which do great 
179^ honour both to his head and heart. 

31. First Love. C. 8vo. 1795. Ofthesetheprincipal are as follow: 
, 32, The Dependant* C. 1795. Anecdotes of eminent Painters 

N. P. in Spain, 2 vols. ; The Observer, 

33. Don Pedro. Dr. 8vo. 179^. a periodical paper, 6 vols.j Arun^' 

34. The Days of Yore. D. 8vo. del, a novel, 2 vols.; Henry, a 

1796. novel, 2 vols.; Calvary, an epic 

35. The Last of the Family. C, poem ; The Exodiad, an epic poem 
8vo. 1797. (in conjunction with Sir James 

36. False Impressions. C. 8vo. Bland Burges, who was his near 

1797. neighbour at Tunbridge Wells); 

37. yillag'e File. Int. 1797- and Memoirs of Richard^ Cumber-' 
N. P. (Ascribed to him by re- land, written by Himself, 2 vols, 
port.) To these we may add numerous 

38. The Clouds. C. 8vo. N. D. Prologues and Epilogues, Tracts . 
U797'^ controversial and politipal, and a 

39. The Eccentric Lover. C. few Poems. 

1798. N. Pv. That a man of such learning, of 

40. A Word for. Nature. C. such versatility of literary talent, 
1798. N. P. such unquestionable genius, and 

41. Joanna (f Montfaucon. Dr. such sound morality, should, i# 
Rom. 8vo. 1800. '• the vale of years," feel the want; 

42. Lovers* Resolutions. Com. of what he has lost by his exertions 
1802. N. P. for the public good, must, to every 

43. Sailor* s Da^hter. C. 8vo. feeling mind, be a subject of keen 
1804. regret ; yet tl^ fact seems to be 

. 44. Victory and Death of Lord placed beyond doubt by the fol-» 

Nelson. M. D. P. 1805. N.P. lowing annunciation of his in ten- 

45. Hint to Husbands. C. 8vo. tion, in I8O9, to publish a 4to. 
I8O6. volume of his dramas, which, we 

46. The Jew of Mogadore. O. are sorty to say, because it im- 
8vo. 1808. plies a want of encouragement^ 

47. Robber. Dr.Piece. I8O9. has not yet (April J811) ap-^ 
N» P. peared : 

48. Widow* s only Son. C. 1810. "to the public. 

N. P. ''It was my pui'pose to have 

49. Alcanor. Play. N. P. *' r^sen^ed these MSS. for the 

50. The False Demetrius. P. *V eventual use and advantage of a 
N. P. '' beloved daughter after my de- 

51. Passive Husband. P. N.P. '* cease; but the circumstances of 

52. The Sybil ISibyl]-, or. The *' ray story, which are before th© 
Elder Brutus. V. N.P. ^^ public, and to vibLvAxVcas^^:^ 
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" peal without a blush, make it walk, the mock French charao 
*' needless for me to state why I ter. 

'^ara not able to fulfil that pur- His passion for the stage had 
*' pose: I therefore now, with full obtained so strong a power over 
'* reliance on the candour and pro- him, that against the wishes of his 
*' tection of my countrymen at friends, and without any commu- 
*' large, solicit their subscription to nication of his intentions to them, 
" these unpublished dramas ; con- he secretly left his family and em- 
** scions as I am, that neither in barked for England, where* he 
*'. this instance, nor in any other commenced itinerant player with 
*' through the course of my long- a success that by no means au- 
*\ continued labours, have I wiU swered his expectations. He soon 
** fully directed the humble ta- became sensible of his imprudence^. 
'* lents, with which God hath e\i- but pride prevented his return to 
*' dowed me, otherwise than to his parents 5 and ere he had time 
'* his service, and the genuine in- to work himself into a resolution 
** terests (so far as 1 understood of obeying the calls of duty, he . 
" them) of benevolence and vir- received intelligence that bis fa- 
*' tue, ther had become insolvent. This 

" Richard Cumberland." news was followed by that of his 
Cunningham, John. An ele- death. Still, however; an asylunt 
gant and ingenious poet, and a was open to our author in the 
very worthy man. He was bom house of an affectionate brother,, 
in the year 1 729 in Dublin, where Mr. P. Cunningham, one of th© 
his father j an eminent wine-mer- best statuaries in Ireland; who re- 
chant, and his mother, both of peatedly urged him to return ; but 
whom were of Scotch parents, then the idea of a state of dependence 
ll^ided. He was the youngest son was of all others the most repng* 
of his father, and early began to nant to him. What he had origi- 
exhibit specimens of his poetical nally adopted from choice, h^ 
powers. By the time he was twelve now found himself obliged to per-; 
years old, he had produced se- sist in from necessity. After hav- 
veral pieces which are still admired, ing experienced various vicissitudes 
and at the age of seventeen years in the north of England, we find 
wrote the only dramatic perform- him, in the year 176I, a peT» 
ance that he left. The free ac- former at Edinburgh, under the 
. cess which this little dramA gave direction of Mr. Love. Here he 
him to the playhouse was of very wrote some of his best pieces. 
-pernicious consequence to him. It It is at this period that, as a poet, 
created a disgust at the plodding he also began to emerge from ob-' 
life of a tradesman, and excited scurity. 

a desire to appear on the stage as a Willing to snatch at every op- 
performer, though he scarcely pos- portunity that might extricate him 
sessed a single requisite for such a from a profession in which nature 
profession. His figure was totally had denied him the qualities to 
dgainst him either for tragedy or shine, and for which be had long 
genteel comedy : in the petiimaitre lost all relish, he cheerfully adopt- 
cast, however, he was tolerable j e^ the advice of his friends, and, 
and if he in any thing rose to ex- in hopes of obtaining a more com- 
eellence^ it was in his iavourile fortable, as weU as a more respect* 
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able, subsistence in the world of in the countiy^ who afibrded him 

letters^ he repaired from £din- their sdpport and protection* Be- 

bargh to London. Th6se hopeSi ing passionately fond of retirement^ 

bowever, were vain. Haiidly had ^nd happy in the society of a little 

he set foot in the capital^ whea he circle of rural fi'iends, he rejected 

found that the bookseller^ by whom every solicitation to try once more 

he was to be employed, had stopped his fortune in the capital ; dedariHg 

payment. He soon also discovered it to be his wish> that as he had 

that scandal ^nd political alterca- lived, so he might die among his 

tion had entirely taken up the at- friends in Northumberland ; nor 

tention of the public, and that, was that wish denied him. Froqi 

unless he prostituted his abilities a long-rooted disorder in his nerves 

to these objects, he was not likely a lingering illness ensued. Which, 

to meet with much success. He, on the 18th day of September 1 773^ 

therefore, lefl the town with pre- terminated his life. He was bu« 

cipitation, after a short and dis- ried in St. John*8 churchyard^ 

^reeable stay in it, and once more Newcastle. 

returned to Scotland. He is entitled to a place in this 

At this juncture, Mr. Pigges work on account of one piece^ ' 

-was manager of the Edinburgh called 

playhouse, and he treated our au« Love in a Mist. Farce« 12mQ. 

thor with uncommon respect and 1747. 

kindness. Mr. Cunningham con- Cuvkingham, Josias. Of this 

tinued under that gentleman's ma- author we can only inform the 

nagement until he quitted Scot- reader, that he wrote one drama^ 

land. He thai returned to New- called 

casde-upon-Tyne j a spot which. The Royal Shepherds, P. Svol 

as it had been his residence for 17^5. 

many years, he had originally left Cuthbeatson^ Miss. Tq a 

with r^ret, and which, to his lady of this name has been as« 

last breath, be used emphatically cribed 

to call his home. Anna. Com. J 793* N. P« 

^^t this place, and in the neigh-* , Cutts, John. Of this gentle« 

bouring towns, he earned a scanty, man we know nothing further than 

but to him a sufficient, subsistence, that his name stands as an author 

!niough his mode of life was pre- in the title-page of one dramatic 

carious and rather disreputable, it piece, entitled 

became much less so from the Rebellion defeated. Trag. 4to. 

^timation hd was held in by some 1745. 

of |he most respectable characters 
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13. D. Gent. These initials we 
find affixed to 

The Faithful Shepherd. Past. 
Com; 12mo. 1 633. 

D. J. These initials stand in 
the title-pages of three several 
dramatic pieces ; but it is scarcely 
probable that they should all be 
the works of the same author. 
Their titles are, 

1. The Knaiue in Grain new 
vampt, C. 4to. 1640. 

2. HelVs High Court of Justice. 
4to. 1^1. 

3. The Mall. C. 4to. 1674. 
Langbaine tells' us, that the last 
was ascribed by Dr. Hyde< the- 
ProtO'Hhliothecarius, or upper li- 
brarian, of one of the universities, 
to Mr. Dryden j but as it is pro- 
bable the Doctor might have no 
stronger foundation for his conjec- 
ture than the mere correspond- 
ence of the letters J. D. with the 
words John Dryden, we are apt 
to join in opinion with Langbaine, 
that the dissimilarity of style, es- 
pecially in the epistle dedicatory; 
in which Mr. Dryden's manner 
was in general very characteristic, 
is an argument sufficiently strong 
against the too peremptorily giving 
the honour, or ascribing the dis- 
grace, of being the author of it to 
that very celebrated writer. 

Dab OR NB, alias Daubornb, Ro- 
SEJil*. Though the same differ- 
ence appears in the spelljlng of^this 
author's name as in Mr. DancekYy 
after mentioned, the first is cer- 
tainly right. He lived m the reign 
of King James I. and had a liberal 
0ducatiQD, bei)ag master qf artsi 
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but in what university be took h^ 
degree appears upcertain. He w^ 
also in holy ofders, and it is pro- 
bable had a living in Ireland. At 
least, it is apparent he was in that 
kingdom,. from a sermon published 
by him on Zech. ii. 7* in the year 
161 8, which is said in the title* 
page to have been preached at \Va- 
terford. He wrote the two foi" 
lowing plays : 

1. Christian turned Turk. T. 
4to. 1612. 

2. Poor Man's Comfort. T. C. 
4to. 1655. 

D'Aguilar, Miss Rqsb. A 
lady of this name translated firom 
the German 

Gortzof Berlingen. ELlst. Dr.^ 
8vo. N. D. [1799] 

Dallas, Robert Charles. 
This gentleman is the son of Dr. 
Dalla8> a physician of Kingston, 
Jamaica, in >^hich place our au- 
thor was born. At a very earlj 
period of life he was sent to re- 
ceive the rudiments of education 
at Mtisselburgh, in Scotland} 
whence he was removed to £ng* 
land, and placed under the tui- 
tion of Mr. Elphinston, at Ken- 
sington, who was well known as 
-an indefatigable labourer at a futilt 
attempt to alter the whole- ortho- 
graphy of the English language. 
On leaving school, Mr. D. in- 
tended to embrace a military life ; 
but meeting with some dis^appoint- 
roents in the purchase of a com- 
mission, he entered himself as a 
student of law in thelnnerTemple. 
L|ke many others, however, wbosf 
name^ o^pvu: in these volumes^ he 
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devoted more of his bc^rs to the 
Muses than to the law. About 
the time of his coming of age> he 
made a voyage to Jamaica, to take 
possession of property that had 
fallen to him by his ^ather*s death ; 
tvhere, however, he soon became 
disgusted with a colonial life, from 
the cruel treatment which he fre- 
quently saw used toward the slaves ^ 
but, being appointed to a lucrative 
office on the north side of the 
island, he remained -two or three 
years in Jamaica. On his return 
to£ngland, he married Miss Hard- 
ing, daughter of Benjamin Hard- 
ing, Esq. of Hacton House^ near 
Hornchurch, in Essex. 

After the enjoyment of a few 
years in England, he was under 
the necessity of again crossing the 
Atlantic 5 previous to which, how- 
ever, he completed his terms at 
the Temple, and was called to the 
bar. After spending a few years 
more in Jamaica, and £nding Mrs. 
Dallas's health impaired by the 
climate, he resolved to quit it for 
ever. His predecessor in the office 
which he held having been per- 
mitted to nominate him to succeed, 
he flattered himself that he should 
be able to obtain the like permis- 
sion $ but he was mistaken: the 
minister (Mr. Pitt), though greatly 
solicited on the occasion, lefl him 
only the alternative of losing his 
office, or living iQ the West 
Indies. 

Mr* Dallas adopted the former, 
passed several years on the conti- 
lient, and was at Paris in the com- 
mencement of the Revolution. 
The enormities, however, that he 
ivitnessed there drove him thence, 
and he found a retreat for his fa<r 
mily in the county of Suffolk, 
where for some years be devoted 
Jximself to the education of his 
fj|^dren. ^is fiunily Lacre^sing 
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and growing up, he was tempted, 
by deceitful reports of the para- 
disaical state of America, to pay 
a visit to his brother, who was 
settled at Philadelphia. But he 
found his prepossessions in favour 
of England only the more firmly 
rooted by what he saw of America : 
he therefore returned home, and 
commenced a literary career that 
has been creditable at once to his 
genius and industry. His princi- 
pal original productions are, A/w- 
cellaneous Writings, consisting of 
Poems, &c. (including the tragedy 
hereafter mentioned), 4to. 1797; 
Per aval, a novel, 1801 j Elements 
of Self-knowledge, 1802 j The His- 
tory ^ tile Maroons, 1803 ; Aubrey, 
a novel, .1804. Beside these, he 
is the translator from the French 
of Mallet du Pan's British Mer- 
cury, M* Bertrand de Moleville's 
Annals of the French Revolution, 
Clery's Journal of the Sufferings 
of the Royal Family of France in 
the Temple, and the AbbeOrdi- 
naire's Natural Hktwry of Folca^ 
noes. 

That his name £nds a place in 
this work, however, Mr. Dallas 
owes to two dramatic productions, 
viz. 

1. Lucretia. T. 4to. 1797- 

2. Not at Home, Dram. Ent. 
8vo. I8O9. 

Paltok, John. This gentle- 
roan was son of the Rev. John 
Dalton, rector of Dean, in Cum- 
berland, where he was born in 
1709. He was a member of 
Clueen'sCollege, Oxford, and took 
the degreeof M. A. May 9, 1734. 
He afterwards became tutor or go- 
vernor to the only son of Alger- 
non Seymour, Duke of Somerset, 
a very hopeful and promising young 
gentUman, whose death in the 
bloom of youth and eiKpectaticn^ 
stands on record in a wc^ ai^S^Kajcvs^ 
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fnaaner in two letters on that oc- with tea. In the prologue to h\% 
casion^ written by his afflicted mo- farce he pleads poverty in e%r 
ther> the Countess of Hertford, cnse for his attempting the dram& 



afterwards Dutchess of Somerset, 
and which since her death have 
been published in Mr. Duncombe's 
Collection of Letters. On the 4th 
of July 1750, he was honoured 
with the degrees of B. and D. D. 
At the time of his deaths which 
happened July 21, 17^3, he was 
prebendary of Worcester, and rec- 
tor of St. Mar}'-at-Hill. Pr. Dal- 
ton*s claim to a mention in this 
work is his having altered, and 
rendered more fit for dramatic ex- 
hibition,MiIton*sadmirableMasque 
at Ludlow Castle, which he con- 



The name of his performance is 

Honour Rewarded j or. The Ge* 
nerous Fortune Hunter. F. 8vo, 

1775. 

Dance, James. See Lorp, 
James. 

Dancer, John. This author, 
who lived in the reign of CharlesII. 
is said to have been bom in Ire- 
land. He was a servant in the 
family of the Duke of Orroond, 
and lived a great part of his time 
in that kingdom. About the 3rear 
1670 he came over into England \ 
and, being perfect master of the 



aiderably extended, not only \yf French and Italian languages, he 

the insertion of some songs and translated three dramatic pieces 

different passages selected from ^fi-om the originals of three emi« 

other of Milton's works, but also nent poets, viz. Tasso, Comeille, 

by the addition of several song^ and Quinault. The pieces are as 

and improvements of his own, so follow : 

admirably adapted to the man- }. Amynta. Past. 8vo. I66O. 

cer of the original author of the 2. Nicomede, T. Q. 4to. l671- 

masque, as by no means to disgrace 3. Agrippa, King of Alba. T, 

the more genuine parts, but, on 4to. 1675. 



the contrary, greatly to exalt our 
ideas of Dr. Dalton*s poetical abi- 
lities. It has, moreover, had the 
advantage of being most excellently 
set to music by Pr. ^rne, and is 
89metime8 acted under the title of 

Comus. Masque. Svo. 1738. 

During the run of Com us, he 
industriously fought out a grand- 
daughter of \filton {Elizabeth 
Foster), oppressed both by age and 
poverty, and procured her a bene- 
fit firoih it at Drury Lane Theatre, 
on the 5 th of April 1750, by which 
she cleared above 130/. Mr. Gar- 
rick spoke a prologue, which was 
Written by Dr. Johnson for the oc- 
casion. 

Dalton, John. This author 
resided at Clifton, near York, and 
■was the keeper of a public garden, 
^here parties were accommodated that time, by the assistance of «a 



I^ngbaine has given us this aa« 
thor's nsime Dancek, alias DavV' 
CY; but whence the doubt 'con- 
cerning his name arises we know 
not, unless from the irregularity 
of spelling which was given way tx> 
at the time when he wrote. 

Daniel, Samueij. This gen- 
tleman, who stands in hi^h esti- 
mation among the writers of the 
age he lived in, both as a poet 
and an historisin, flourished in the 
reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 
King James L He was the son of 
a music-master, and bom near 
Taunton in Somersetshire', iti the 
year 1562. At seventeen ye^rs of 
age he was admitted a comnojpner 
of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, at 
which place he continued for a|Poot 
the space of three yean, and, during 
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excellent tutor, , and by dint of have all positively declared tliat be 
great assiduity and application on lived till near eighty years of age. 
his own side, made a very con- We can account for this only by 
siderable progress in all branches supposing that the two last have, 
of academical learning. Those without any examination, or even 
which \yere of a graver turn, how- reflection, copied the error of 
ever, not so well suiting his ge- the first, who has, in concur- 
nius, he applied himself princi- rence with the account given of 
pally to history and poetry, which him by Wood, absolutely fixed 
' continued to be his favourites du- his birth in 1562, and his death in 
ring the remainder of his life. At I619, ^^ ^vhich time he could have 
the expiration of the above-men- been only fifty-seven, and yet, im- 
tioned term he quitted the uni* mediately after, asserted that he 
versity, and came up to London, lived to fourscore years of age : 
where his own merit, and the in- and even, after all, there is som» 
terest of his brother-in-law, John difficulty remaining, as we find a 
Plorio, the celebrated author of an corrected edition of his Cleopaira 
Italian Dictionary, recommended greatly altered, and also one of the 
him to the favour of Queen Anne, Fision of the Twelve Goddesses, 
King James Ist's consort, > who was which is said to be published « by 
pleased to confer on him the ho- the author from his own c'opy, in 
nour of being first gentleman ex- justification of himself from a 
traordinary, and afterwards one of spurious edition before piinted 
her grooms of the privy-chamber; without his knowledge; both of 
which being a post of very little which are dated in 1623. But as 
employment, the income of it en* the general edition of his works, 
abled him to rent a house at a in 1 623, was published by his bro* 
small distance from London, which ther, Mr. Johii Daniel, it is pos-» 
had a very fine garden belonging sible these alterations may have 
to it, among the solitary amuse- been from MS. copies which he 
ments of which he is said to have had himself prepared for the press 
composed the most ^ his plays, before his death; since it is scarcely 
Towards the latter part of his life possible that Wood, who had seen 
he quitted London entirely, and his nionument, could have mis- 
retired, according to Dr. Fuller, to taken the date inscribed upon it, 
a ^arm near Devizes, in Wilt- The above-named monument was 
shire ; but Wood fixes the place of . erected to hi^ memory by the Lady 
his retreat at Beckington, near Anne Clifford, afterwards Countess 
philips Norton, in Somersetshire, pf Dorset, to whom he had for- 
where he commenced farmer; and,, merly been tutor, and who was a 
jifter some years spent in a health- very great lover and encourager of 
ful exercise of that employment, in learning and learned men. 
the service of the Muses, and in [Since the last edition of this 
religfous contemplation, he died in work was printed, it has been as- 
October 1 619. certained that Wood's date is right ; 

Wood has given us a copy of see Collinsoii*s History of Sojner^ 
his monumental inscription, in setshire, page 201. Daniel's will, 
Beckington church, which affixes which is in the Prerogative Court 
the above date to his deatli ; and of Canterbury, was made Sept. 4, 
yet Langbaine, Qildon, an^ Jacob, I619, and proved Feb, l> \<5iav 

}^^ 
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in it, he left his brother Jbhn sole 
executor, and appointed Simon 
Waterson (a celebrated printer), 
and John Philips (his brother-in- 
law), overseers of his will. He 
bequeathed therein '' a bed and 
** the furniture thereof to his sis- 
*' ter Susan Bowre, and such linen 
" as he shall leave at his house at 
*' Ridge:' — Reg. Frerog, Court, 
Soane 12.] 

Hisdramatic pieces, which, how- 
ever, are not equal to some other 
of his poetical works, and still less 
so to his histories, which are yet 
held in very high estimation, are 
the following six, viz. 

1. Cleopatra. T. ]2mo. 1594. 

2. Vision of the Twelve Goddesses. 
M. 8vo. 16043 4to. 1623. 

3. Philotas. T. 4to. 1605. 

4. Queefis Arcadia, Past. T.JC. 
4to. 1606. 

5. Tethys* Festival', or. The 
Queen* s Wake, Int. 4tt). 16IO. 

6. Hymen's Triumph. Past.Tr.- 
Com. 4to. 1623. 

He succeeded Spenser as poet- 
laureatj in which honour he him- 
self was succeeded by the cele- 
brated Ben Jonson. Daniel, says 
Mr. Headley, though very rarely 
sublime, has skill in the pathetic, 
and his pages are disgraced with 
neither pedantry nor conceit. We 
find, both in his poetry and prose, 
guch a legitimate and rational flow 
of langu«ge as approaches nearer 
the style of the 18th than the l6th 
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but made the effort, would have 
carried him much further. In 
thus escaping censure, he is not 
always entitled to praise. From 
not endeavouring to be g^reat, be 
sometimes misses of being respect- 
able. The constitution of his 
mind seems often to have flailed 
him in the sultry and exhausting 
regions of the Muses ; for, though 
generally neat, easy, and perspi- 
cuous, he too frequently grows 
slack, languid, and enervated. In 
perusing his long historical poem, 
we grow sleepy at the dead ebb d[ 
his narrative, notwithstanc^Bg be- 
ing occasionally relieved with some 
touches of the pathetic. Unfortu* 
nate in the choice of his subject, 
he seems fearful of supplying its 
defects by digressional embellish- 
ment; instead of fixing upon one 
of a more ^nciful cast, which the 
natural coolness of his judgment 
would necessarily have corrected, 
he has cooped himself up within 
the limited and narrow paJe of dry 
events ; instead of casting his eye 
on the general history of human 
nature, and giving his genius a 
range over her immeasurable fields, 
he has confified himself to an ab- 
stract diary of fortune ; instead of 
presenting us with pictures of truth 
from the effects of the passions, 
he has versified the truth of action 
only 5 he has sufficiently, there- 
fore, shown the historian, but by 
no means the poet. Daniel has 



centuiy, and of which we may often the softness of Rowe with- 
safely assert, that it will never be- out his effeminacy. In his Com* 
come obsolete. He certainly was plaint of Cleopatra he has caught 
the Atticus of his day. It seems Ovid's manner very happily. As 
to have been his error to have en- he has no obscurities either of style 
tertained too great a diffidence of or language, neither pedantry nor 
his own abilities ; constantly con- affectation, all of which have con- 
tented with the sedate propriety of curred in banishing from use the 
good sense, which he no sooner works of his contemporaries, the 
attains than he seems to rest satis- oblivion he has met with is peca- 
fied^ though his resources, had he liarly undeserved > he has 4yired 
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their fate, though innocent of their 
faults. 

Daniel enjoyed the friendship 
and the praises of the most eminent 
men of his age. Edmund Bolton 
and G^hriel Harvey, the former a 
professed critic, and the latter the 
£'iend of Spenser, and a promoter 
of the literatureof hiscountry,both 
mention Daniel with respect, as a 
polisher and purifier of the English 
language. W, Browne calls him 
*' well-languag*d Daniel,** book ii. 
song 2 ; and Spenser has left Da- 
niePs character. See Colin Clout *s 
come Home again, vol. iv. p. 276, 
Hugh. edit. 

The last edition of his works is 
in 2 vols. 12mo. 17I85 which, 
however, does not include Tethys* 
Festival, 

D'Arblay, Frances. This lady 
is the daughter of the elder Dr. 
Bumey, and is perhaps better 
known to the world by the name 
of Miss Burney, under which she 
produced two very celebrated no- 
vels 5 we mean, Evelina, in 17775 
and Cecilia, in 1782. She was 
married on the 28th of July 1793, 
at Mickleham, in Surrey, to Alex- 
ander D'Arblay, Esq. an emigrant 
French gentleman. Before her 
marriage she was for some time 
one of the keepers of the robes to 
Her Majesty; which post, how- 
ever, ill health Ihad obliged her to 
resign. In 1793, she published 
Brief Reflections relative to tkeEmi" 
grant French Clergy, earnestly sub" 
tnitted to the humane Consideration 
t>J the Ladies of Great Britain, the 
profits of which were to be appro- 
priated to the relief of that re- 
' spectable and suffering class of 
persons. In 1796> Mrs. D*Arblay 
gave the public a third novel of 
great merit, but scarcely equal to 
her former productions in the same 
ynLjj called Camilla, But for her 



being noticed in this work she ii 
indebted to the following drama: 

Edu-y and Elgiva, T. 1795. 
N.P. 

An anecdote is related respect- 
ing this lady*s novel of Evelina, 
which is worth preserving. It was 
produced at a very early age, and 
without the knowledge of her fa- 
ther. The Doctor, from a due 
conviction of the poison insensibly 
infused into young minds by an 
iiidiscfiminate perusal of the trash 
of our circulating libraries, had 
cautioned his daughter against an 
unlimited indulgence of such an in- 
clination ; but being one day at a 
friend's house, he was so much 
prepossessed by the praises which 
were conferred on this anonymous 
production, that he borrowed it 
for the purpose of recommending 
it to his daughter's perusal. 

Darct, James. This gentle- 
man was a native of the county of 
Galway, in Ireland, and has obliged 
the public with two dramatic 
pieces, both of them performed at 
the Theatre Royal in Dublin* 
Their respective titles are, 

1. Love and Ambition, T. 8vo« 
1732. 

2. Orphan of Venice. T. 1749. 
Dauborne. See Dabornb. 
D'AvENANT, Charles, LL.D. 

This gentleman was eldest son of 
Sir William D'Avenant, the poet- 
laureat, whom we are just about to 
mention. He was born in the 
year 1655, and received the first 
rudiments of letters at the gram- 
mar-school of Cheame, in Suny. 
He gave very early proofs of an 
active and sprightly genius, and, 
being sent to Oxford to complete 
his studies, became a fellow-com- 
moner of Baliol College in 1671, 
but left the university without 
taking a degree. When he was 
'only niaet^u ^^m ^^^\k!& "^^ 
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tiaced tbe single dramatic piece he was no uuactive member at a 
vhich he gave the public. He, period of great confusion and per- 
however, soon relinquished all at- plexity, but even confinement, and 
itention to poetry, for studies of a the prospect of death itself, were 
▼ery different nature. Applying insufficient to abate his ar3our or 
himself to tbe civil law, he had the lessen his diligence in the cause of 
degree of doctor conferred on him his darling mistresses the Muses^ 
by the university of Cambridge, and for it is recorded of him , that when 
in the first parliament of King James he was prisoner in Cowes Castle« 
the Second represented tbe bo- and on a pretty near certainty (ac- 
rough of St. Ives, in Cornwall, cording to his own expression) of 
He was also about the same time being hanged within a week^ he 
appointed inspector of plays and still pursued the composition of bit 
commissioner of excise, in which celebrated poem of Gondibert, and 
htter employment he continued even was master enough of fats 
from 1683 to I689. In 1698 he temper and abilities to write a let- 
was elected one of the representa- ter to his friend Hobbes, giving 
lives for the borough of Great some account of the progress he 
Bedwin. Some time afterwards had made in it, and oS&nng some 
lie had the post of inspector-gene- criticisms on the nature of that 
ral of the exports and imports of kind of poetry. But to proceed 
the customs bestowed upon him; more regularly in his history, 
tod he died in possession of this' Our author was a younger son 
employment, Nov. 6, 1714. He was of Mr. John D'Avenant, who was 
a voluminous and excellent writer a citizen of Oxford, being a very 
on the subjects of politics and re- substantial vintner, and keeping a 
venue during the reigns of King large tavern, afterwards khown by 
IVilliam and Queen Anne. Most the name of the -Crown, in that 
of his works in this way were col- city 5 where he moreover, in 1 621, 
lected by Sir Charles Whitworth, attained to the honour of being 
in five volumes 8vo. He wrote elected mayor. This son was bom 
one drama, called at Oxford in Feb. l605, and very 
Circe, Trag. 4to. 1677. early in life gave tokens of a lively 
Davenant, Sir William. To and promising genius. He re- 
Ihis gentleman, of whose variegated ceived the rudiments of gramma- 
life we are now about to relate the tical learning from Mr. Edward 
circumstances, the English stage Sylvester, who kept a school in the 
perhaps stands more deeply in- parish of All-Saint£(, Oxford; and, 
debted than to any other writer of in the year 1621, being that of his 
this nation, with respect to the re- father's mayoralty, he was entered 
iinement of poetry, and his zealous a member of Lincoln College, in 
application to the promoting and that university, in order to corn- 
contributing towards those rational plete his academical studies under 
pleasures, which are fittest for the Mr. Daniel Hough, Here, how- 
entertainment of a civilized people : ever, he took no degree, nor, ac- 
and the greater should his merit cording to Wood's opinion, madd 
be esteemed in this particular, since apy long residence ; that writer ab- 
not only the important affairs of solutely informing us, at the same 
the state, whose necessities de- tinae that he acknowledges the 
ll)ap4edhisassistaQce>andofwhic{i strength of his geui\i8, apd ^veR 
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distinguishes him by the title of 
** The sweet Swan of Isis," that 
ie-was nevertheless considerably 
deficient in university learning. 

On his quitting the university, 
he became one in the retinue of 
the magnificently-disposed Frances, 
Dutchess of Richmond, out of 
v^hose family he removed into 
tliat of; the celebrated Sir Fulk 
Greville, Lord Brook, whose his- 
tory we have recorded in its pro- 
per place. But after the unhappy 
death of that nobleman in 1628, 
being now left without a patron, 
although not in distressed circum- 
stances, it is probable that views ^ 
of profit as well as amusement 
might induce him to an exertion of 
his genius I as he in the ensuing 
year produced his first play, called 
Alhovme, King of the Lombards, 
"which met with great success. 

For the eight succeeding years 
he passed his time in the service 
of the Muses, and a constant at- 
tendance at court, where he was 
very much caressed by all the 
gi«at wits $ among whom we find 
him in the closest intimacy with 
the Earl of Dorset, Lord Treasurer 
Weston, and the accomplished £n- 
dymion Porter, Esq. In conse- 
quence of this extensive personal 
interest, and the peculiar patron- 
age of the Queed, he was, in the 
year 1637, promoted to the laurel, 
which was vacant by the death of 
Ben Jonson, and for which Tho- 
mas May stood as his competitor. 
In the life of that poet, the reader 
will find related the resentment he 
showed on the loss of this election ; 
and it will equally appear, in the 
course of this gentleman's histpry, 
with what ardent gratitude, and 
unshaken zeal for the rause of the 
royal ^mily, he repaid this mark 
of their esteem for him: for as 
' KfbQ as pfef tt^p c;yU wat brQk0 
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out, he demonstrated his loyalty to 
the King, not only in word, but 
actions. 

In May l641, he was accused 
by the parliament of being con- - 
cerned in a design for seducing 
the army from their adherence to 
the parliamentary authority; and 
a proclamation being issued for 
the apprehending him and others 
engaged in that design, he was 
stopped at Feversham, sent up to 
London, and put under the cus- 
tody of the seijeant at arms. From 
hence, in the month of July fol- 
lowing, he was bailed, and soon 
after found it necessary for him to 
withdraw to France. In this at- 
tempt to fiy, however, he was not 
much more successful than in the 
former, reaching no further than 
Canterbury before he was again 
seized by the mayor of that city, 
and obliged to undergo a very 
strict examination. Whether he 
was put into confinement on this 
occasion, or suffered to proceed 
on his journey, is a p6int that his 
biographers have not rendered ex« 
tremely clear j but it is pretty evi- 
dent that the delay arising from it 
was not a very long one; as we 
find that he did at length join the 
Queen in France, where he stayed 
for some time, till, accompanying 
a parcel of military stores which 
that Princess sent over for the use 
of the Earl of Newcastle, he was 
entertained by his Lordship, who 
had been his old friend and patron, 
in the station of lieutenant-general 
of the ordnance. 

In his military capacity he ap« 
pears to have behaved well ; for, at 
the siege of Gloucester, in Sept.- 
1643, he received the honour of 
knighthood from the King, as aa 
acknowledgment of his bravery 
and signal services: but, on the 
4ecUaing of the K3av^% ^S^xc^ ^iii^ 
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fer a* to he beyond retrieval. Sir of whi^h he bad written while io 

William once more retired to France. By what means h^ es- 

t^rance^ where he changed his re- caped this impending storm is not 

ligion for that of the church of absolutely apparent. Some have 

Rome^ and remained for a const' attribuled it to the interposition of 

derable time with the Queen and two aldermen of York> to whom 

iPrince of Wales. By them be was he had shown some peculiar civi- 

Leld in high esteem^ and appears lities when they had been taken 

to have been entrusted with some prisoners in the north by the Ear) 

important negotiations in 1646, of Newcastle's forces 5 and othen 



^nd particularly employed by the 
Queen in an attempt^ though an 
Unsuccessful one, to prevail on 
King Charles I, to comply with 
iome temporizing steps which she 
considered as necessary to his in- 
terests. 

In 1650, an ingenious project 
baying been form^ for sending a 
^lect tjumber of artificers (parti- 
cularly weavers) from France to 



ascribe his safety to the mediation 
of the greit Milton. Though the 
former of these particulars may 
have some foundation, and might 
be a concurrent circumstance io 
his preservation, yet we cannot 
help thinking the latter most likely 
to have been the principal instru- 
ment in it ; as the immortal bard 
was a man whose interest was most 
potent at that time 3 and it b rea- 



Virginia, for the improvement of sonable to imagine a sympathetic 
that colony, our author, encou- regard for a person of Sir Wi) 



laged to it by the Queen-mother, 
undertook the conduct of this ex- 
pedition, and absolutely embarked 
in the prosecution of it from one 
of the ports of Normandy. But 
fortune not being inclined to fa- 



liam's poetical abilities most plead 
strongly in his favour in so hu- 
mane a breast as that of Milton, 
and point out 10 him that true 
genius ought to be considered of 
no party, but as claiming the pro* 



Vour him, the vessel hid scarcely tection of all : and what seems to 

got 6lear of the French coast, be- confirm this is, that we find, ten 

fore she fell in with, and was taken years afterwards, when the latter 

by, a ship of war belonging to the was exactly in the same predica* 



parliament, who carried her into 
the Isle of Wight. 

Sir William D*Avenant, on this 
occasion, was confined for some 
-time close prisoner to Cowes Cas- 
tle, and in the ensuing year was 
sent up to the Tower of London, 
in order to take his trial before 
the High Court of Justice. 

During his confinement, his life 
was for a. long time kept in the 



ment, he stood indebted for the 
same protection to Sir William ; to 
whom, therefore, mankind ought 
to consider themselves as under 
double obligations, since, but for 
his intercession for the life of Mil- 
ton, the world would never have 
been enriched with the noblest 
poem it can boast. 

Be this, however, as it may, be 
was at length admitted to his li- 



titmost suspense and danger ; yet, berty as a prisoner at large 5 yet 
what is very remarkable, it had so his circumstances being now con- 
little effect on his natural vivacity siderably reduced, he made a boli 
and easiness of disposition^ that he e^ort towards at once redressing 
still with great assiduity pursued them, and redeeming the publio 
bis poem of Gondibert, twolx>ok3 from that cynical and austere gloaa| 
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which had long hung over it, oc- 
casioned by the suppression of thea- 
trical amusements. He well knew 
that a theatre, if conducted with 
skill and address^ would still £nd a 
sufficient number of partisans to 
support it; and having obtained 
the countenance of Lord Whit locke. 
Sir John Maynard, and other per- 
sons of rank, who were in rea- 
lity no friends to the cant and hy- 
pocrisy which then so strongly pre- 
vailed, he got permission to open 
a sort of theatre, at Rutland House, 
in Charter House Yard, where he 
began with a representation, which 
be caDed an Opera, but which was 
in reality quite a different thing. 
This meeting with encouragement, 
he still proceeded, till at length, 
growing bolder by success, he 
wrote," and caused to be acted, se- 
veral regular plays, which, by the 
great profits arising from them, 
perfectly answered the more im- 
portant part of his design, that of 
amending his fortunes. Imme«* 
diately after the restoration of 
King Charjes If. however, which 
"brought with it that of the British 
stage in a state of unrestrained 
liberty. Sir William D'Avenant 
obtained a patent for the represent- 
ation of dramatic pieces, under the 
title of the Duke's Theatre, in Lin- 
coln's Inn Fields. The first open- 
ing of this theatre was with a new 
play of his own, entitled Th£ Siege 
i>f Rhodes, in which he introduced 
a great variety of. fine scenes and 
beautiful machinery. And here 
it is necessary to observe, that Sir 
William D*Avenant was the first 
person to whom the English stage 
IS indebted for those decorations ; 
of which he brought over the idea 
from the theatres in France, his 
long residence in which country 
had greatly improved his taste, 
ai^d Luduced him to endeavour Jit 



a gre^r regularity in the conduct, 
and a greater correctness io the 
language, of his pieces, than the 
manner of the dramatic writers 
of his own country had hitherto 
attained. Nor could he, among 
other improvements, omit those of 
decoration and scenery, so neces- 
sary for heightening the deception, 
on which so great a part of our 
pleasure in this kind of entertaia- 
ments constantlydepends, in which 
we now even greatly exceed our 
neighbours, but in which at that 
time the Fnglish sjtage was so bar* 
barousl/ deficient} for althoiigh 
it is true, that in the rejgn of Kiug 
Charles I. we read of many dra- 
matic entertainments, which wen 
accompanied with very rich soe- 
neiy; curious machines, and other 
elegant embellishments, and the 
major part of them even coo-' 
ducted by that great architect, Inigo 
Jones; yet these were employed 
only in the masques and plays 
represented at court, and^ were 
much too expensive for the little 
theatres in which plays were t^ea 
acted for hire. These theatnes 
were so numerous, there being ge- 
nerally six or seven open at once 
(we are told, that there wene 
at one time no less than seventeea 
playhouses subsisting in London, 
small as it then was in comparisoa 
to its present extent), and theprices 
so extremely low, that they could 
afford no farther decorations to 
assist the actor*s performance, or 
elevate the spectator's imagination, 
than bare walls, coarsely matted, 
or, at the best, covered with tapes- 
try, and nothing more than a blan- 
ket, or a piece of coarse cloth, by 
way of a curtain 4 in this situation 
were they in Shakspeare's time, 
who, in some of his choruses, 
seems to have had an apparent re- ' 
ference to it \ aud ci^\. vixflL0v3L\a^«^ 
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ter does it appear to have been at ably disfigured, and became the 

any period before the Restoration, subject of much wit among bis 

at which time taste and luxury, contemporary poets. Sir John 

genius aod gallantry, elegance and Suckling in particular, though his 

licentiouipess, seem to have made friend, could not avoid touching 

a mingled entry into these king- on it, in his Session of the Poets, 

doms, under the auspices of a in which he has the following 

witty and wicked, a merry and lines: 

mischievous, naonarch. But to will D'Avenant, asham'd of a foolish 
quit this digression. mischance, . 

Sir William D*Avenant conti- That he had got lately travelling in 

Dued at the head of his company _^ _, ,^1"^^» ^ ^ , 

(which was afterwards removed to ^^"'Jj^^'^P ^ '^"^ handsomeness of V 

a still larger and more magnificent Might any defbnnity about him excuse, 

theatre built in Dorset Gardens), j^n 
till the time of his deaths which * 

happened on the 17th of April Surely the company would have been 

1!6()8, in the 64th year of his age 5 u.^^.^'^Tl'u ^ a 

j.^ J / -ju If they could have found any precedent t 

and m two days afterwards he was But in all their records^ in verse or A 
interred in Westmmster Abbey, prose, 

very near his rival for the laurel. There was not one lapreat wtiott 
Thos. May; leaving his son. Dr. *"'• 

Charles D*Avenant, mentioned in An anecdote, in prose^ on> Sir 

the last article, his successor in the William's want of nose, may liere 

management of the theatre. On be not inaptly introduced, firom 

bis grave-stone is inscribed, in the works of the ingenious Mr. 

imitation of Ben Jonson's short Joseph Miller : " Sir William, 

epitaph, the following words, *^ going along the Mews, was fol- 

O rare Sir William- Davenant! " lowed by a beggar-woman, who 

Thus, after passing through '' often repeating that she besought 

many storms of difficulty and ad- ^' God to preserve his eye-sight ; - 

versity, he at length spent the ''at last he turned about, and 

evening of bis days in ease and '' asked her why she prayed so 

serenity. While living he had Ae " heartily for h\s eye-sight j for 

happifiess of being universally be* '* he was not purblind as yet* 

loved, and at his death was as uui- '' No, Sir, said she ; but if ever 

versally lamented. '' you should, you have no place to 

As a man, his character appears *' hang your spectacles on,** 
to have been, in every respect, per- We have also heard, that SirWil- 
fectly amiable) honour, courage, liam walking one day by Temple 
gratitude, integrity, genius, and Bar, a fishmonger's boy, in water- 
vivacity, having apparently been ing his fish upon the stall, be- 
the pradominaht features of his sprinkled the laureat, who, snuf'^ 
mind } and all the historians seem fiing, loudly complained of the 
to allow, that he was possessed of abuse. The master begged tb» 
an agreeable person and handsome knight's pardon, and was for chas- 
face ; till, in consequence of some tising his servant. ''It is very hard 
amorous dalliances, whereby his " (said the boy) that I must be 
pose had greatly suffered, the syni- " corrected for my cleanliness : the- 
inetry of the latter was consider- '' gentleman blew his nose upon my 
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k, and 1 was washing it off'^ chastity and amiable purity of hit 

at's a/i."— The jest is said to morals j we cannot think, that the 

I pleased Sir William so well, casting a stain on the virtue of a 

he gave the boy a piece of lady of reputation, and .€xing a 

ey for his ingenuity. blot on tlie moral condi^ of so 

Ithough it is far from our in- valuable a man, are sufEciently au« 

ition to propagate slander, or thorized by the mere suggestions 

to the perpetuating of any tale of fancy, or the inclination of 

•ivate calumny, yet we might, tracing out a bastard pedigree ia 

iographers, be thought guilty the poetical line, for a writer, 

i omission, should we not take whose own merit is sufficient to 

:e in this place, that, in con- ensure him the remembrance of 

ence of the extraordinary ages yet to come, 
ty of Mrs. D*Avenant, our As a poet. Sir William's ranfc 

or's mother, and the frequency seems as yet undetermined. His 

le visits of Shakspeare, who, celebrated epic of Gondibert was 

le course of his journies into rendered at tbe same time the sub*- 

)rdshire, used most generally ject of the highest commendation 

side at the house of her bus- and the severest criticism; though 

I, who, as we have before ob- we must confess, that envy appears 

id, kept an inn in the city of to us to have had a much greater 

)rd ; there have not been share in the latter than justice; 

ting those who have conjee- for, though the story of it may not 

i Sir William D*Avenant to perhaps be so interesting (and that 

been not only the poetical, too in great measure from its not 
jven the natural, son of that being so well known) as those of 
itable bard ; and, as a fur- the Iliad and jEneid, and that the 
corroboration of the surmise, fetters of rhyme, and still more so 
Id insinuate a resemblance of those of stanza poetry, lay it under 
ire, and urge the vivacity of very great restraint 5 yet it must be 
Villiam's natural disposition, acknowledged, even by its strong- 
:h was diametrically opposite est opponents, that there runs 
le gloomy saturnine complex- through the whole of it a subli- 
of Mr. D'Avenant, his sup- mity in the sentiments, a noble- 
1 and legal parent. Were the ness in the manners, a purity ia 
certain, how greatly would the diction, and a luxuriancy ia 
author appear the favourite of the conceptions, that would have 
Musies, first to receive his done honour to any writer of any 
ence, and afterwards to owe age or country whatsoever. Bqt 
continuance of it, to the two to cease any further eulogium oa 
: exalted geniuses that ever this poem, as no testiii^ony of his 
I ! but, as the circumstances, poetical merits can be considered 
'hich the supposition is found- more valid than that of Mr. Dry- 
are by no means such as are den, who was not only his con- 
nate to a proof; as gallantry, temporary, but even wrote in con- 
nore especially adultery, wete junction with him, and as nothing 
rom the reigning or fashion- can be stronger gr more ampl^ 
vices of that age ; and more- than the commendation that gen- 
, as Shakspeare more particu- tleman has given him, we shall 

seems remarkable for the with bis words close ttv« y^^^^qX 
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account of Sir William D'Avenant 10. Unfortunate Lovers, 't. 4to. 

aud his abilities. 1643. 

" I found him (says that author, 11. Love and Honour, T. C. 4to. 

in his preface to The TempestJ 1649. 

of so (^uick a fancy, that nothing 12. Entertainment at Rutland 

^ was proposed to him on which Home, 4 to. I6d6. 
*' he could not suddenly produce 13. The Siege of Rhodes, P, 4to. 

'^ a thought extremely pleasant 1656; l65Q. 

and, surprising } and those first 14. The Cruelty of the Spaniards 

thoughts of his, contrary to the in Peru. 4to. l658. 
" old Latin proverb, were not al- 15. The History of Sir Frands 

•* ways the least happy j and as Drake. E. 4to.. 1659. 
'* his fancy was quick, so likewise 16. Siege of Rhodes. Play, two 

** were the products of it remote Parts. 4to, 1663. 
** apd new. He borrowed not of 17. Rivals. T. C. 4to. 1668. 
*' any other; and his inaaginatioas 18. Man's the Master. C. 4to. 

'* were such, as could not easily 1669. 

*^ enter into any other man. His 19. Fair Favorite. T. C, fo. 

*' corrections were sober and judi- I673. 

*' cious, and he corrected his own 20. Law against Lovers. T. C. 

** writings much more severely fo. 1673. 

•Mhan those of another man J be- 21. News from Plymouth. C. 

'* stowing twice the time and la- fo. 1673. 

** hour in polishing which he used 22. Playhouse to he let. C. fb. 

'* in invention.** 1673. 

Sir .William D'Avenant's dra-. 23. Siege. T. C. fo. 1673. 
xnaticworks are numerous, but not 24. Distresses. T.C. fo. 1673. 
one of them is at present on the 25. Macbeth. T. 4to. I673. 
list of acting plays 5 yet there are He joined with Dryden in al- 

certainly those among them which tering The Tempest and Julius 

much better deserve that honour,^ Ccesar', and in the Stationers' 

^an many' pieces that have been book, 1st Jan. 1 629, is entered ar 

frequently and successfully repre- play, written by him', called 
aented. The titles of them all .may The ColonelL N. P. 
be seen in the following list: v Davenport, Robert. Of this 

1. Alhovine, King of the Lorn* author no circumstances are com6. 
lards. T. 4to. 1629. down to the present times. Ha 

2. Cruel Brother. T. 4to. l630. wrote several plays, three of which 

3. Just Italian. T.C. 4to. l630. only are printed, called, 

4. Temple of Love. M. 4to.. 1. A New Trick to cheat the 
1634. Levil. C. 4to. 1639. 

5. Triumphs of the Prince UA- 2. King John and Matilda. T. 
Viour. M. 4to, 1635. 4to. 1655. 

6. Platonic Lovers. Trag.'Com. 3. The City Night Cap; or, 
4to. 1636. Crede quod hales, et hales. T. C 

7. mts. C. 4to. 1636. D.C, 4to. 1661. D. C. 

8. Britannia Triumphans. M. He was also the author of the 
4to. 1637. following: 

9. Salmacida Spolia. M. 4to. 4. The Pedler. C. l630. N. P# 
«S30, 5. The. Pirate. P. N.P. 
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45. The Fatal Brothers. T. 1. Better late than never* C* 

7. The Po&tic Queen ; or, Afttf- 8vo. 1786. 

ther tvUl out. 10(90. N. P. 2. Generous Counterfeit. C. 8vo. 

8. 7*^ Woman^s mistaken. See 1786. 

Art. Dkue. 3. Man of Honour, C. 8vo. 

9. H^Tzry /. onrf Henry IL 1786. 

It does Dot appear whether these 4. The Mode. C. 8vo. 1786. 
are one or two plays. In the 5, News the Malady. C. 8vo. 

book of the Stationers* Company, 1786. 

they are said to be written by Written for a private theatre, and 

Shakspeare and Davenport. Henry published together in one volume. 
I. was in the possession of Mr. Datjncy. See Dancer. 
Warburton, Somerset Herald. Davey, Samuel. This author 

Davenport is also conjectured to was born in Ireland 5 and, in that 

5iave written, Idngdom, brought the following 

10. A Fool and her Maidenhead pieces on the stage, viz. 

soon parted. P. N. P. 1. The Treacherous Husband. 

Davidson, Rev. Anthony, T. 8vo. 1737- 
A.M. is a native of Kelton, in 2. WhittingtonandhisCat. Op. 

Galloway, Scotland, was educated 1739« 

at Edinburgh, and conducted a very Both on the same evening, 13th 

respectable academy, for twenty- December 1739, at Dublin, for 

two years, at . Lymington," in his own benefit. 
Hampshire, where he wrote the Davy, Charles, M. A. This 

following dramatic pieces : gentleman was rector of One- 

1. The Fair Hibernian. T. house, in Suffolk, and of Top- 

2. The Shepherd of Snowden, .croft, inNorfblkj and, in 1787^, 
M. E. published in two ' volumes" 8vo. 

3. Maria. C. O. (printed at Bury St. Edmund's), 

4. ji Voyage to Nootka. C. O. Letters upon Subjects of Literature, 

5. Datamis, T. &c. 5 in the first volume of which 

6. The Sazldr*s Reiurn, CO. are two pieces, written in 176Q, 

7. St, Kilda. F. which justify our introduction of 
Whether any of these have been his name into this work, viz* 

printed, we know hot. Mr. Da- 1. Balaam, Oratorio, 
vidson has published The Seasons, 2. Ruth. Oratorio. 

in the Scottish dialect, in imita-* - In the preface to his Letters, 

tion of Thomson's 5 a Sentimental &c. Mr. Davy says, '^ Most of 

Journey, in imitation of Sterne's : *' these little essays were writtea 

2lso Sermons in blank Verse. Ow- *' many years agoj they have 

ing to ill health, and some domes- *' been collected from detached 

tic afilictions, be resigned his *' papers, and revised for pablica- 

school at Lymington in December '' tion, as a relief to^ the author's 

1805, with the curacy of Milton, *^ mind durfng a confinement now 

which he had held many years, and " of more than eighteen months 

retired to Damerham, in Wilts, ** continuance. , 

to spend the remainder of his days. " It seemed good to the Supreme 

Davibs, William. A gentle- V I^isposer of all things, to reduce 

man of this name is author of the ' - him in a moment, by an apo<^ 

following dramatic pieces : " plectic stroke^ from tbk<& \sity)2(< 

VOL. \, u 
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*' perfect state of health and cheer- 
" fulness, amidst hb friends, to a 
•* paralytic permanent debility 5 a 
** debility which hath not only 
'^ fixed him to his chair, but 
** brought on spasms so exquisite- 
** ly painful, and firequently so 
** unremitted^ as scarcely to allow 
^' a single hour's repose to him for 
*' many days and nights together. 
*' Under the pressure of these af- 
'' flictions, God hath graciously 
" been pleased to continue to him 
«' his accustomed flow of spirits, 
'^ and to preserve his meniory and 
" his understanding in some de- 
" gree of vigour. These alleviat- 
** ing blessings have enabled him 
'^ to borrow pleasure from past 
*' times, in support of the present} 
" to call back the delightful and 
** instructing conversations he en- 
'• joyed in a society of worthy and 
*' ingenious friends, and to resume 
'^ those studies and amusements 



'* which rendered the former part Wilkins* 



bands of Dr. Ewen, of Cambridge. 
She wrote two dramatic pieces, 
both in the' comic walk, entitled, 

1. The Northern Heiress. C. 
12mo. 1716; 8vo. 1725. 

2. Sel/RhaL C. 8vo. 1725. 
Besides these, she wrote some no- 
vels, poems, and familiar letters, 
which, together with the above, 
are published in 2 vols. 8vo. 1725> 
under the title of Tht fVorks of 
Mrs. Davys, 

Day, John. This author, by 
the date of his works, must have 
flourished in the reigns of King 
James I. and King Charles I. and 
wrote the following dramatit 
pieces : 

1 . The Bristol Tragedy. l602. 
N.P. 

2. Isle of Gulls. C. 4to. I606. 

3. Tr avels of Three English Brtk- 
thers. Historical Play. 4to. l607« 

The author was assisted in this 
by William Rowley and Georgt 



'^ of his life happy." 

This gentleman was also the 
author of Conjectural Observa^ 
iions on the Ori^n and Progress 
tf alphabetic Writing, 8vo. 1775^ ; 
and translated from the French, 
jointly with F. Davy (probably his 
brother) , Relation of a Journey to 
the Glaciers, in the Dutchy of Sa- 
voy. By Monsieur Bourrit. .8vo. 
1775. His writings in general 
evince a sound understanding, a 



4. Humour out of Breath, C. 
4to. 1608. 

5. Law Tricks, C. 4to. 16OS. 

6. Come see a Wonder. P. l623« 

N.P. 

7. Parliament of Bees, Masque. 
4to. 1641. 

8. Blind Beggar, of Bethnal 
Green. C. 4to. I659. 

He also joined with Dekker in a 
play, not printed, called 
Guy of Wartvicke. l6\g. 



correct taste, and a benevolent and with Marine in 

heart. Mr. Davy died April 8, The Maiden*s Holydau. l654. 

1797^ in bis 7^th year. The precise time of his birtX 

Davys, Mary. This female and death, however, are not 

author, bom in Ireland, was mar- known 3 nor are any fiirther par* 

ried to a clergyman, whom she sur- ticulars recorded concerning him, 

irived i and after bis death kept a except that he had connexion with 

coffee-house at Cambridge, where some of his contemporary poets of 

•he died. She was a correspondent note, and had been a student in 

of Dean Swift ; and thirty-six let- Caius College, Cambridge, 

ters from him to her and her bus- If, however, we may believe 

hani were, a kw yea|» ago, in the the following punning iiaes, writ- 
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by a gentleman of Lincoln*s 
on his running away and 
ng his landlord, he was of ra- 
light principle : 



D E It 

the foundation of his fame ds SL 
writer. ^ Although, as we have be- 
fore observed, Dekker was but a 
middling poet, yet he did not want 

..,,-, ^ ^^ his admirers, even among the poets 

e night and D/yr conspire a secret ru- ^' r- l ^ .1 *^ l^ 

flight- ofbis time; some of whom thought 

Day, 'tis said, is gone away by themselves not disgraced by writ- 
ing in conjunction with -him ; 
Webster having a hand in three of 
his plays, and Rowley and Forde 
joining with him in another. 
Richard Brome in panicular used 
always to call him father; which is 
somewhat the more extraordinary, 
considering the opposition subsist- 
ing between him and Jonson, as 
Brome had been servant to, and 
was a particular favourite with, 
the laureat. Mr. Theo. Gibber ob- 
serves, on this occasion, that it is 
the misfortune of little wits, that 
their admirers are as inconsiderable 
as themselves, and that Brome's 
applauses confer no great honour 
on those who enjoy them. -Yet, we 
think, in this censure he has been 
somewhat too severe on both j for 
Brome*s merit was certainly not in- 
considerable, since it could force 
admiration and even public 'praise 
from the envious Ben himself. 
And although Langbaine, who 
writes with partiality to Ben Jon- 
son, has given the preference in so 
superlative a degree to those plays 
in which our author was united 
with others, against those which 
were entirely his own, yet we can- 
not help thinking that in his Honesi 
IVhore, and the comedy of Old 
Fortunatus, both which are allow-" 
ed to be solely his, there are beau-' 
ties, both as to character, plot, and 
)esides the general fondness language, equal to the abih'ties of 
blic have for seeing men of any of those authors^ that he was 
( abuse each other, this play ever assisted by, and indeed in the 
tremely followed; and, as it former equal to any dramatic wri- 
to have been one or our ter (Shakspeare excepted) that this 
i first pieces, it probably laid island has produced. 

N 2 



nighr 

Day is past ; but, landlord, where 's 

your rent ? 
I might have seen, that Day was 

almost spent. 

sold, at length put off whate'er 

he might, 
ugh it was ne'er so dark, Daj 

would be light." 

CAMP, Mras. SeeKEMBLE, 

KKER, Thomas, was a wri- 
the reign of King James I. 
being a contemporary with 
Fonson, became more emi- 
)y having a quarrel with that 
poet, than he would perhaps 
i^ise have done from the me- 
his own works. What the 
al occasion of their contest 
we know not; but Jonson, 
ertainly could never '^ bear 
^al near the throne," has, iri 
etasier, the Dundad of that 
, among many other poets 
he has satirized; been'pe- 
y severe on Dekker, whom 
3 characterized under the 
)f Crispinus. This compli- 
Dekker has amply repaid in 
Iro^mastix-f or, The Uniruss- 
humorous Poet ; in which, 
the title of Young Horace, 
made Ben the hero of his 
As great wits, and espe- 
hose of the satirical kind, 
Xrays have numerous ene- 
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The dramatic pieces he was 
concerned in may be seen in the 
Ensuing catalogue : 

1. Old Fortunatus.CAto. 1600. 

2. Satiro-masiix. 4to. l602. 
3. 1 Honest WTiore. C. First Part, 

. 4.J 4to. 1604. D.C. Second 
Part, 4to. 1630. D. C. 

5. Westward Hoe, C. Assisted 
hy Webster. 4to. \607. 

6. Northward Hoe, C. Assisted 
by Webster. 4to. 1607. 

7. IVyat's History. Assisted by 
Webster. 4to. 1607. 

. 8. IVtwre of Babylon. History. 
4to. 1607. 

9. The Roaring Gvrl C. 4 to. 
l6il. In conjunction with Mid- 
dleton. 

10. If it be not Good, the Divel 
p in it, P. 4tQ. 1612. 

11. Match me in London. T. C. 
4to. 1631. 

12. Wonder of a Kingdom. C. 
4to. 1636. 

He wrote other pieces, pot pub- 
lished, viz. 

1. Phaeton, P. 1597- 

2. Orestes' Furies, P. 1598. 

3. The Triplicity of Cuckolds, 
P. 1598. 

4. Bear a Brain, Play. 1599. 

5. The Gentle Craft, P. 1599. 

6. Truth's Supplication to Can^ 
die-light. P. 1599- 

7. Christmas comes hut once a 
Year. l602. 

8. A Medicine for a curst Wife, 
P. 1602. 

9. Guy of Wariuicke, 1619. 
Written in conjunction with John 
Day. 

10. The Jew of Venice. 

11. Gustavus King of Sweth" 
land, 

. 12« The Tale of Jocondo and 
Astolfo. 

The two last were once in the 
possession of Mr. Warburton. 
13. The Spanish Souldier,.. T. 
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In the book of the Stationers' 
Company, 1631 and l633|, this 
play is asserted to be written by 
Dekker. To the printed copy the 
initials S. R. are prefixed, which 
subsequent catalogues have ex- 
plained to mean Samuel Rowley. 
He also assisted in the compo- 
sition of, 

14. The JVitch of Edmonton, T. 
C. 4to. 1658. 

Phillips and Winstanley have 
ascribed four other plays to this 
author, in conjunction with Web- 
ster, viz. 

New Trick to cheat the Devil. C, 

Noble Stranger, C. 

Weakest goeth to the WaU. T.C.. 

Woman will have her Will. C. 

In this, however, they are mis« 

taken. The Noble Stranger having 

been written by Lewis Sharpes 

The New Trick toxheai the Devil, 

by Davenport ; and the other two 

by anonymous authors. 

Dekker was likewise author of 
the Pageants of l603 and l6l2. 
See Vol. III. Art. Pageants. 

The precise time of this author*s 
bhrth and death are not recorded > 
yet he could not have died young; 
as the first play we find of his 
writing was published in 16OO, 
and the latest date we meet with 
to any other is 1636, except Ths 
Sun's Darling, in which he assist* 
ed Forde, and which Langbaine 
observes was not published tiU after 
the death of its authors. 

Delap, John, D. D. was of 
Magdalen College, Cambrid^i 
where he took the degrees of B.A, 
1746, M. A. 1750, and S. T. R 
1762. He has a living in Sussex ; 
and^ besides An Elegy on the late 
Duke of Rutland, and other Poem^ 
is the author of, 

1. Hecuba, T. 8vo. 1762. 

2. The Royal Suppliants. T. 
^vo. I78I. 
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3. The Captives. T. 8vo. 1786. 

4. Gunilda. T. 8vo. 1803. 

5. The Usurper, T. 8vo. 1803. 
a Matilda. T. 8vo. 1803. 

7. Abdalla, T. 8vo. 1803. 

He has also published a Condo 
ad Clerum, preached at Cambridge. 

Delamayme, Thomas^ wrote 
one piece^ called 

Liwe and Honour. D. P. taken 
from Virgil, in 7 Cantos. 12mo. 
J 742. 

De^l, Henry. This person 
vras a bookseller, first in Tower 
Street, and afterwards in Holbom, 
where he died very poor. He 
once attempted to perform the 
part of Mrs. Termagant at Covent 
Oarden Theatre, but without suc- 
cess. He wrote and altered the 
following pieces : 

1. The Spouter ; or. The Double 
Eevenge. C. F. 8vo. 1756. 

2. Minorca, T. 8vb. 1755. 

3. The Mirrour. C. 8vo. 1757. 

4. The Frenchified- Lady never 
in Paris. Com. 8vo. 1757. 

Denham, Sir John. This ele- 
gant writer was the only son of 
' Sir John Deuham, knight, of Little 
Horsley, who was, at the time of 
our author's birth, which happened 
jn 1615} lord chief baron of the 
Exchequer in Ireland, and one of 
the lords justices of that kingdom : 
in consequence of which our au- 
thor was born in Dublin, but was 
brought over from thence at two 
years old, on the promotion of his 
father to the rank of a baron of 
the Exchequer in England. 

His grammatical learning he re- 
ceived in London ; and in Michael- 
mas Term, 1631, was removed 
from thence to Oxford, where he 
wasentereda gentleman commoner 
of Trinity College 5 but, instead 
of showing any early dawnings of 
that genius which afterwards, shone 
forth in him> he appeared a slow 



dreaming young man, and one 
whose darling passion was gaming. 
Here he continued for three years 5 
when having passed his examina- 
tions, and taken a degree as 
Bachelor of Arts, he came to 
London, and entered himself at 
Lincoln's Inn, where he applied 
pretty closely to the study of the 
law. Yet his darling vice was strll 
predominant; and he frequently 
found himself stripped to his last 
shilling ', by which he so greatly 
displeased his father, that he was 
obliged, in appearance at least, to 
reform, for fear of being absolutely 
abandoned by him. On his death, 
however, being no longer restrain- 
ed by parental authority, he again 
gave way to it, and, being a dupe 
to sharpers, soon squandered away 
several thousand pounds. 

In the latter end of l64l, how- 
ever, to the astonishment of every 
one, his genius broke forth in a 
full blaze of meridian brightness, 
in that justly celebrated and ad- 
mired tragedy The Sophy, and soon 
after shone out again in his poem 
of Coopefs Hill. In the same 
year he was pricked for high sheriff 
for the county of Surrey, and made 
governor of Famham Castle, for 
the King. But being possessed of 
no great share of military know- 
ledge, he presently t[uitted that 
post, and retired to His Majesty 
at Oxford. 

And now the grand rebeUion 
having broken out in its full force, 
he showed the warmest attachment 
to the royal family, and in the 
course of their unhappy affairs 
became of signal service to them. 
In the year l647, when the King 
had been delivered into the hands 
of the army, he undertook, on the 
behalf of the Queen- mother,togain 
access to His Majesty, which he 
found me^t\% \.q ^o\^^ >^<^ 2&mva:cw<;^ 
« 51 
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of Hugh Peters, On this occasion 
the King conversed with him in an 
unreserved manner with regard to 
bis affairs, and intnisting him with 
nine cyphers commanded him to 
•tay privately in London, in order 
to receive all his letters to and 
from his correspondents, all which 
were constantly decyphered and 
tjndecyphered by Mr. Cowley, at 
that time with the Queen-mother in 
France. This trust he performed 
with great punctuality and safety 
for some time, till at length Mr. 
Cowley*s hand being known, this 
affair was discovered^ and Mr. 
Denham obliged to make his 
escape to France. In 1648 he was 
sent ambassador, together with 
Lord Crofts, to Poland, where he 
succeeded so well as to bring back 
ten thousand pounds for the King, 
levied there on His Majesty's Scot- 
tish subjects. 

About 1652 he returned to Eng- 
'land, and resided about a year at 
the Earl of Pembroke's, at Wilton, 
having quite exhausted his own 
fortune by his passion for gaming, 
and the expenses he had been at 
during the civil war. It does not 
clearly appear what became of him 
between that tinje and the Resto- 
ration, though it is most probable 
he went over again to France, and 
resided there till King Charles II.'s 
return from St. Germain's to Jer- 
sey J when he was immediately 
appointed, without any solicitation, 
surveyor-general of all His Ma- 
jesty's buildings, and, at the coro- 
nation of that nionarch, made 
Knight of the Bath. 

On some discontent arising from 
a second marriage, he for a little 
time lost his senses; but on his re- 
covery continued in great esteem 
at court for his poetical abilities, 
especially with the King, who was 
foad of poetry, and, during his 



exile, used frequently to give Mr. 
Den ham arguments to write on. 

This ingenious gentleman died 
at an ofHce he had built for him- 
self, near Whitehall, March 10, 
l66S, xtatis 53, and was buried in 
Westminster Abbey, leaving be- 
hind him, anong the several works 
whereby his poetical fame stands 
established, only one dramatic 
one, viz. 

The Sophy . T. fo. J 642; 8vo. 
1671. 

As a poet we need only refer to 
the testimonials of many writers, 
particularly Dryden and Pope, in 
his favour. As to his moral cha- 
racter, he has had no vice imputed 
to him but that of gaming ; and 
although authors have been silent 
as to his virtues, yet if we may 
judge from his works, he i^'as a 
good-natured man and an easy 
companion ; anci from his actions 
it appears that he was one of strict 
honour and integrity, and, in the 
day of danger and tumult, of un- 
shsfken loyalty to the suffering in- 
terest of his Sovereign. 

Denis, Charles, was the son 
of the Reverend Jacob Denis, a 
French clergyman, born at Roche- 
fouca nil, who fled hither on account 
of his religion. He was brother 
of Admiral Sir Peter Denis, and 
wrote some fables and poetical 
pieces, which were favourably re- 
ceived by the public. He is also 
said to have been the translator of 

The Siege if Calais, T. 8vo. 
1765. 

He died about June 1772, and 
his friend. Captain Thompson, 
wrote the following epitaph for 
him : 

Beneath this stone Charles Denis lies, 

Laatingly merry, eai Jy wise : 

That none, excepting they were told, 

Ever discover'd he was old. 

Hr<? fame a monument ??hal! be. 

That .a^cs hence, as well as we. 
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join with pleasure in the strain, 
•oast of England's sweet Fontaine ; 
join with me— that one we had 
good and wise — 'mongit numbers 
bad. 

;nni8, John. This gcntle- 

who though he has left many 

atic pieces behind hini, was 

less celebrated for them than 

is critical writings, was the 

f an eminent sadler, a citizen 

)ndon^ in which metropolis 

athor was born, in the year 

received the first braiKhes of 
lion under Dr. Horn, at the 
school at Harrow on the Hill, 
ifaecommenced acquaintance 
lUimacy with many young 
nen and gentlemen, who af- 
rds made considerable figures 
>lic afifairs ; whereby he laid 
andatioii of a very strong and 
live interest, which might, 
r his own fault, have been of 
e service to him in future life. 
Harrow lie went, in l6y5, 
lius College, Cambridge, 
, after his proper standing, 
k th« degree of bachelor of 
He was expelled the college 
erally attempting to stab a 
. in the darkj after which 
de the tour of Europe, and 

course of it he conceived 
detestation for despotism, as 
ned him siill more strongly 
ie Whig principles whirh lie 
m\ his infancy inibib<?d. 
he editor of the Biograpliia 
mca has suggested doubts of 
ct here stated, we subjoin 
:ry from the Gesta book of 
College : 

far. 4, 1(530. At a meeting 
he Master and Fellows, Sir 
nis mulcted 3/. his scholar- 
taken away, and he sent out 
otlegCy for assaulting and 
nding Sir Glenham with a 
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On bis return to England,' h« 
became early acquainted with 
Dryden, Wycherley, Congreve, 
and Southern, whose con versation^ 
inspiring him with a passion for 
poetry, and a contempt for ey^ry 
attainment that had not some rela- 
tion to the Belles Lettres, diverted 
him from the acquisition of any 
profitable art, or the exercise of 
any profession. 

This, to a man who had not an 
independent income, was undoubt- 
edly a misfortune. However, the 
zeal he showed for the Protestant 
succession having recomnlended 
him to the patronage of the Duke 
of Marlborough, that nobleman 
procured him a place in the 
customs, worth 120/. per annum, 
which he enjoyed for some years, 
till from profuseness and want of 
economy he was reduced to the 
necessity of disposing of it to satisfy 
some very pressing demands. By 
the advice of Lord Halifax, how- 
ever, he reserved to himself, in tlie 
sale of it, an annuity for a term of 
years, which term he outlived, 
and was, in the decline of his life, 
reduced to extreme necessity. Mr. 
Theo. Gibber relates an anecdote 
of him, which we cannot avoid re- 
peating, as it is not only highly 
characteristic oi the man whose 
affairs we are now considering, but 
also a striking and melancholy in- 
stance, among thousands, of the 
distressful predicaments into which 
men of genius and literary abili- 
ties are perhaps apter than any 
others to plunge themselves, by 
paying too slight an attention to 
tlie common concerns of life, and 
their owq most important interests. 
" After he was worn out," says 
that author, •* with age and pp- 
** verty, he resided within the 
" verge of the court, to prevent 
" danger from his creditors. One. 
^4 
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*' Saturday night, he happened to rilous and abusive, as destroyed 
-" saunter to a public house, which, their intended effect; and as bis 
*■' in a short tinne, he discovered attacks weire almost always on per- 
" to be. out of the verge. He sons of superior abilities to himself, 
f^ was sitting in an open drinking- viz. Addison, Steele, and Pope, 
'* room, and a man of a suspicious their replies usually turned the 
'^. appearance happened to come popular opinion so greatly against 
'* in. There was something about him, thai, by irritating bis testy 
*' the man which denoted to Mr. temper the more, it rendered him 
*' Dennis, that he was a bailiff, a perpetual torment to himself j 
" This struck him with a panic 5 till at length, after a long life of 
** he was afraid his liberty was now vicissitudes, disappointments, and 
*' at an end; he sat in the utmost turmoils, rendered wretched by 
'* soliciiude, but durst not offer to indiscretion, and hateful by male- 
" stir, lest he should be seized volence, having outlived the re-' 
'^ upon. After an hour or two h:H version of his estate, and being re- 
1* piassed in this painful anxiety, duced to distress, from which bis 
«' at last the clock struck twelve j having been daily creating enemies 
'* when Mr. Dennis, in an ecstacy, had left him scarcely any hope of 
5^ cried out, addressing himself to relief, he was compelled to, what 
5' the suspected person. Now, Sir, must be the most irksome station 
'* bailiff' or no lailiff) I don't care that can be conceived in human 
♦^ a farthing for you, you have no life, the receiving obligations from 
" power now. The man was asto- those whonihe had beencontinual- 
'^ nished at his behaviour; and, ly treating ill. In the very clese 
*^ when it was explained to him, of his days a play was acted for 
'' was so much affronted with the his benefit, at the little theatre in 
" suspicion, that had not Mr. the Haymarket, procured through 
" Dennis found his protection in the united interests of Messrs* 
'* age, he would probably have Thomson, Mallet, and Pope ; the 
*' smarted for his mistaken opinion last of whom, notwithstanding the 
'f of him." A strong picture of the gross manner in which Mr. Dennis 
effects of fear and apprehension in had on many occasions used him, 
a temper naturally so timorous and and the long warfare that had 
jealous as Mr. Dennis's ; of which subsisted between them, interested 
the reader may see two more himself very warmly for him, and 
whimsical instances in the second even wrote an occasional prologue 
volume of this work, under the to the play, which was spoken by 
tragedy of Liberty Asserted, Mr. Gibber, jun. 

' Mr. Dennis, partly through a Yet our admiration of Mr. 
natural peevishness and petulance Pope's generosity will be somewhat 
of temper, and partly perhaps for abated, when we recollect that 
the sake of procuring the means this boasted prologue was designed 
of subsistence, was continually en- throughout as a sneer on Dennis, 
gaged in a paper war with his con- His vanity however was so strong, 
temppraries, whom he ever treated . or his intellects were become so 
with the utmost severity; and enfeebled, that he did not perceive 
though many of his observations its tendency, though he stood be- 
werejudicious, yet he usually con- hind the scenes and heard it de- 
yeyed them in language so squr- livered. Indeed, as Count Basset 
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says^ this was an act of most^' un- so much better a critic is he than 
*' merciful mercy" in the author a dramatist, that we cannot help 
of The Dundad, whose charity, on subscribing to the opinion of a 
the present occasion at least, was gentleman, who said of him, that 
dispensed with a cynic hand. he was the most complete ins true- 

Not long after this, viz. on the tor for a dramatic poet 5 since he 
6th of January 1733, Mr. Dennis could teach him to distinguish goorf 
died, being then in the 77 th year plays by }i\s precepts, and /'oJ ones 
of his age. by his examples. 

His character as a man may be His dramatic pieces are nine in 
sufficiently gathered from the cir- number, as may be seen in the 
curastances we have related of him. following list : 
As a writer, he certainly waspos- 1. Plot and no Plot. C. 4to. 
sessed of much erudition, and a N. D. [1697.] 
considerable share of genius j and 2\ Rinaldo and Armtda, T. 4to. 
had not his self-opinipn, of which I699. 

perhaps no man ever possessed a 3. Iphigenta, T. 4to. 170t>. 
larger share^ induced him to aim 4. Comical Gallant. C. 4to. 
3t the empire of wit, for which he 1702. 

was by no means qualified, and in 5. Liberty asserted. TAto.lJOA, 
consequence thereof led him to 6. Gibraltar. C. 4to. 1705. 
treat every one as a rebel who did 7* Orpheus and Euridice^ M. 
not subscribe to his pretended 4to. 1707. 
right, he would probably have been 8. Jppius and Virginia. Trag. 
allowed, and, from the enjoyment 4to. N. D. [1709-] 
of an easy mind, possibly possessed 9* Invader of his Country. T. 
more merit than appears in many 8vo. 1720. 
of his writings. In prose, he is Dent, John, was editor of a 
far from a bad writer, where abuge newspaper, long since extinct, 
and personal scurrility does not called The London Courani; and 
mingle itself with his language, besides a novel, called The Force of 
In verse, he is extremely unequal. Love, was author of the following 
his numbers being at some times dramatic pieces : 
spirited and harmonious, and his 1. The Candidate, F. Svo. 17S2. 
subjects elevated and judicious, 2. Too Civil by Half. F. 8vo. 
and at others fiat, harsh, and pu- 1783. 

erile. • As a dramatic author, he 3; Receipt Tax. F. 8vo. 17831 
certainly deserves not to be held 4. The Latuyefs Panic. Prel. 
in any consideration. His plots, 8vo. 1785. 
excepting that of his Plot and no 5. The Bastille. Ent 8vo. N.D. 
Plot, which is a political play, are [1789-] 

all bprrowed, yet in the general 6. The Telegraph. Com. Piece, 
not ill -chosen. But his characters 8vo. 1795. 
are ill-designed and unfinished, his 7* T'Ae Statesman. Farce. N. P. 
language prosaical, flat, and un- 8. The Tarantula. F. Lost, 
dramatic, and the conduct of his Mr. Dent died a few years since; 
principal scenes heavy, dull, and but we know not the precise time 
unimpassioned. In short, though at which his death happened, 
he certainly had judgment, it is Derrick, Samuel. This gen- 
evident he had no execution 5 and tlenSian v?a^aty»\\^t <3ii\t^«cA^'wA 
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'wu bom in the year 12^24. Be« 
ing intended for trade> he was for 
some time placed with a linen- 
draper in Dublin j but disliking 
his business, he quitted it and his 
country about the year ] 748> and 
commenced author in London. 
Soon after he arrived at the me- 
tropolis> he indulged an inclina- 
tion which he had imbibed for the 
stsge^ and appeared in the charac- 
ter of Gloucester, in Jane Shore, 
at the Haymarket, but with so 
little success^ that he never re- 
peated the experiment. After this 
attempt he subsisted chiefly by 
his writings ; but being of an ex- 
pensive disposition, running into 
the follies and excesses of gallan- 
try and gaming, he lived almost 
all his time the slave of depend- 
ence, .or the sport of chance. 
His acquaintance with people of 
fashion, on Beau ISash's death, 
procured hiiti at -length a more 
permanent subsistence. He was 
chosen to succeed that geiitlcixian 
in his offices of master of the ce- 
remonies at Bath and Tunbridge. 
By the profits of these he might 
have been enabled to place him- 
self, with economy, in a less pre- 
carious state ', but his want of con- 
duct continued after he was in the 
possession of a considerable in- 
come, by which means he was at 
the time of his death, March 17^*9, 
^s necessitous as he had beeq at 
^uy period of his life. 

He translated one piece from 
the French of the King of Prussia, 
called 

Sylla, D. E. 8vo. 1753. 

Deverell, Mrs. M. A lady 
of Gloucestershire, who, under 
'the patronage of the Dutphess 
of Rutland, published one play, 
called 

Mary Queen of Scots, Hist. 
Jraor. 8vo. 17Q2, 



DiBDiN^ Charles, was bom at 
Southampton, about the year 1748, 
and educated at Winchester^ with 
a view to the clerical function. 
His propensity for n^usic, how* 
ever, distract^ his attention from 
every thing else, ^nd brought him 
to town at the early age of fif- 
teen. Mr. Dibdin appears to have 
exhibited a remarkable precocity 
of intellect 5 for at sixteen years 
of age he brought out an opera, of 
two acts, at Coven t Garden, call- 
ed The Shepherd* s Artifice, writ- 
ten and composed by hinnself. 
Unwilling, however, to conuneace 
too early a career as a writer^ he 
contented himself, till after the 
run of The JuHlee, with compos- 
ing music for others. Love in the 
City, Lionel and Clarissa, The 
Padlock, The Jubilee, TJie Instd- 
lation of the Garter, and The 
Christmas Talc, are a few of the 
many pieces of which he only 
composed the music. His com-t 
mencement as an actor, we believe, 
was as Damaetas, in Midas. He 
afterwards, however, performed 
other characters 5 we may particu- 
larly mention that he was the ori- 
ginal Mungo, in Tite Padlock, in 
the year 176S5 in which, as well 
as in Ralph, in The Maid of the 
Mill, he displayed such originali^ 
of conception, that his early se- 
cession from the stage has often 
been lamented. Of his Mungo, 
Mr« Victor, who must be allowed 
to have been a judge of these 
matters, says, " It is as complete 
* • a low cliaracter as ever was ex- 
*' hihited." The author, Bickw- 
staffe, in his preface, has this pas- 
sage : •' The music of this piece 
*' being^ extremely admired by 
" persons of the first taste and 
" distinction, it would be injustice 
*' to the extraordinary talents of 
'' the young man who assist mf 
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" in it, was I not to declare, that 
** it is, under my direction, the 
*' entire composition of Mr. Dib- 
*' din J whose admirable perform- 
'* ance, in the character of Mungo, 
*' does so much credit to himself 
'* and me 3 as well as to the gen- 
*' tleman whose penetration could 
" distinguish neglected genius, and 
" who has taken pleasure in pro^ 
'' ducing it to the public.'* 

When Mr. Dibdin retired from 
the stage, the Circus was built for 
him$ and he was manager of it 
for two seasons. He afterwards 
launched a new species of enter- 
tainment, which he continued for 
about twenty years ; himself the 
sole writer, composer, and per- 
former. These exhibitions varied 
their titles^ as well as their mat- 
ter, from time to time; but we 
can recall to oar recollection the 
following ; The IVhim of the Mo- 
ment, The Oddities, The Quizzes, 
The Wags, Private Theatricals^ 
Castles tn the Air, Great News, 
The General Election, A Tour to 
the Lands End, Will-o'-th'-msp, 
Tom JVUHns, The Sphynx, The 
Frisk, Most Votes, Christmas Gam^ 
bols. King and Queen, Valentines 
Day, New Year*s Gifts, Britain 
Strike Home, Heads and Tails, 
The Frolic, Datchet Mead, The 
Professional Volunteers, Rent Day-, 
Commodore Pennant, &c. &c. 

Aniong other publicaiions of this 
gentleman's, we have to record the 
following: The Devil, 2 vols. 8vo. 
about 1785 J The Bystander, 4to. 
about 1787 ; Musical Tour, 4to. 
1787; Hannah Hewitt, sl novel, 
about 1 792 5 The Younger Brother, 
a novel, about 1793 5 History of 
the Stage, 5 vols. 8vo. about 1795 ; 
Professional LAfe of Mr. Dibdin, 
4 vols. 8vo. 1802 ; Observations on 
a Tour through England and Scot- 
land, with views, &c. .4tq. 1^03 5 



Henry Hooka, a novel, I8O6; The 
Public Undeceived, lb07 ', TheEng^ 
lish Pythagoras-, The Musical Men- 
tor J Music Epitomized ; The Yeo^ 
man's Friend; The Lion and the 
Water Wagtail ; &c. &c. 

For a few years Mr. Dibdin en- 
joyed a pension from Government 
of 200/. a year ; on a change of 
administration, this was cut off; 
but we have heard that it has been 
recently restored. Necessity, how- 
ever, drove him a few years ago to 
open a shop in the Strand for the 
sale of music and musical instru- 
ments; but in this he was unfor- 
tunate, and a commission of bank- 
ruptcy issued against him. To 
this he appeared, and laid such a 
simple, candid, and satisfactory 
statement of his aft'airs before the 
commissioners and his creditors, as 
redounded greatly to his honour, 
and procured him an early grant 
of his certificate. He was now, 
however, left a destitute man; 
when a few gentlemen, almost 
wholly unknown to him, lield a 
private meeting, at which they 
made a contribution for him, and 
issued an invitation to the public 
to join their laudable endeavours 
in behalf of ^ man in the vale of 
years, and immersed in difficulties^ 
but to whom the army, the navy^ 
and the nation in general, were 
deeply indebted for his Tyrtaean 
strains ; as well as for his multi- 
jfcudinous compositions, calculated 
to inspire a love of the country, 
and a zeal to protect it in a time 
of imminent danger. The result 
was, that such a sum was raised, 
as, though far below the merits of 
the case, enabled certain trustees 
to ^procure a moderate annual pro- 
vision for Mr. Dibdin, his wife, 
and daughter, during bis life ; thei 
principal sum being reserved for 
the two latter after hi& d^o^^i^Jt. 
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The following is a list of his 
dramatic pieces : 

1. The Shepherd's Artifice. D.P. 
8vo. 1765. 

2. Damon and Phillida. Alter- 
ed from Cibber. CO. 8vo. 1/68. 

3. The Mischance, Int. 1772. 

4. The Ladle. Ent. 8vo. I773. 



5. The Wedding King. C. O. P. Svo. 1785. 
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26. The Graces. Int. Svo. 1782. 

27. TheCestus. Ser. Svo. 1783. 

28. Harlequin the Phantom of a 
Day. P. Svo. 1783. 

29. The Lancashire Witches. 
Pant. 1783. 

30. Long Odds. Ser. Svo. 1783. 

31. Clump and Cudden. C. M. 



Svo. 1773. 

6. The Deserter. M. D. 
1773. 



7. The Waterman-, or. The First Svo. 1785. 



32. j4 Game at Commerce, C. 
Svo. J 785. N. P. 

33. Laherty Hall. Mus* Piece. 



of August. B. O. Svo. 1774. 



34. Harvest Home. C. O. Svo. 



8. TAe Co^/er 5 or, ^ 7f^i/e 0/ I787. 
ten Thousand. B. O. Svo. 1774. 35. A loyal Effusion. D. Ent. 



Burl. 
CO. 



Svo. 
Svo. 



9. The Metamorphoses, C O. 
Svo. 1776. 

10. The SeragUo. C O. Svo. 
1776. 

\\. The Quaker. C O. Svo. 

1777. 

12. Poor Vulcan. 

1778. 

13. The Gipsies. 
1778. 

14. Rose and Colin. CO. Svo. 

1778. 

15. The Wives revenged. CO. 
Svo. 1778. 

16. Annette and Luhin. C O. 
Svo. 1778. 

17. The Chelsea Pensioner. CO. 
Svo. 1779. 

18. The Mirrour; or. Harlequin 
every where. Pant. Burl. Svo. 

1779. 



1797. N. P. 

36. Hannah Hewitt. M.£. 1798. 
N. P. 

37. The Broken Oold. B. Op. 
1806. N. P. 

38. The Saloon. M.Ent. N;P. 

39. The Statue. M.Ent. N.P. 

40. She *s Mad for a Husband. 
M. Ent. N. P. 

41. The False Dervise. Int. N.P. 

42. Land of Simplicity. N. P. 

43. The Milkmaid. Ser. N.P. 

44. Pandora. M.Ent. N.P. 

45. Passions. M. Ent. N.P. 

46. Rifusai of Harlequin. Pant, 
'N. P. 

47. Regions of Accomplishment. 
M. Ent. N. P. 

DiBDiN, Chakles, Jan. son of 
the above mentioned gentleman, is 
a proprietor and acting-manager of 



19. The Touchstone, P^nt. 1779- Sadler's Wells ; for the entertain 



N.P. 



ments at which place he has writ- 



20. The Shepherdess of the Alps, ten numberless songs, &c. as well 



C O. Svo. 178O. 

21. Harlequin Freemason. P. 
1780. 

22. The Islanders. C O. Svo. 
1781. 



as the following pieces : 

1. Claudine. Burl. Svo. 1801. 

2. Goody Two Shoes. Pant, Svo. 
N.D. 
' 3. Barhara Allen. B. S* Songs 



23. Jupiter and Alcmena, Burl, only printed. Svo. N.D. 



I78I. N.P. 

24. Marriage Act. F. 8vo.l78I. 

25. None so blind as those who 
won: i see. M. F. 1782. N.P. 



4. The Great Devil. Spect. Svo. 
1801. 

5. Old Man of the Mountdns. 
Svo. N.D. 
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jyihDivt, Thomas. This is an- Mr. Dibdin twice performed the 
other son of the Mr.. Dibdin first part of Abednego, on occasion of 
znentionedj born March 21, 1771* Mr. Fawcett's indisposition) in- 
After receiving a liberal education^ duced the managers to retain Mr. 
he was articled as an apprentice to Dibdin as an author^ and make it 
Sir Wm. Rawlins> then in business worth his while to quit the stage 
as an auctioneer and upholsterer^ as an actor. Mr. Harris^ how- 
and who served the office of Sheri/F ever, continued his salary, on con- 
of Loudon in ISO 1. A growing dition that he should furnish the 
Inclination for whatever related to theatre every Christmas with a 
the stage . at length became too pantomime, and be ready to pro- 
jtrong for resistance ^ and at the duce^ when called upon, any pre- 
age of eighteen he left his busi- lude, interlude, or spectacle, that 
Bess, assumed the name of Mer- public events of interest or noto- 
chant, commenced actor and scene- riety might render fit subjects for 
painter at East Bourne, in Sussex, the theatre. We now proceed to 
and then visited Canterbury, Bo- give what we believe to be a cor- 
chester, &c. He afterwards joined rect list of Mr. T. Dibdin*s dra- 
Messrs. Banks and Ward, at Liver- matic writings, viz. 
pool, and continued with them l. The Mad Guardian. F. 8vo. 
three years, performing alternately N. D. [179^«] Under the as- 
at Manchester, Chester, and Li- sumed name of T. Merchant, 
verpool. It was at Manchester 2. Mouih of the Nile, M. £• 
that he made his first attempt as a 8vo. 1798* 
dramatic writer by the production 3. Naval Pillar. M. E. 8vo, 
of a farce called TheMadGuar^ 1799. 
dian'y or. Sunshine after Rain. 4. TaginTrihulaiion. Int. 1799* 

In 3793, he married Miss Hil- N. P. 
liar, of the same theatre/ and for- 5. The Volcano. Pant. [Songs 
merly of the Edinburgh and New- only^ 8vo. 1799.] 
castle company j and the year fol- 6. Horse and the Widow. F. 
Rowing made an engagement for 8vo. 1799. 
himselfand his wife at that summer 7. Five Thousand a Year. C. 
theatre, where he continued four 8vo. [17990 
years: but his winter seasons were 8. The Birth-day. C. Svo. 1799« 
chiefly passed at Canterbury, Bo- 9. The Hermione. Int. 1800. 
Chester, &c. For his own benefit N. P. 

at Maidstone, July 12, 1798, he 10. The Jew and the Doctor, F. 
brought out his Jew and the DoC' 8vo/1800. 

iw, the reception of which was 11. Liberal Opinions. C. 1800. 
so favovirable, that, on the report N. P. 

of it to Mr. Harris by Mr, C. 12. True Friends. M.E. 1800, 
Bicknell^ solicitor to the Admi- N. P. 

xalty, an agreement followed to 13. 7/ Bondocani, C. O, Svo. 
produce the piece the ensuing 1801. 

winteratCoventGardenj at which 14. St. David* s Day. Bal. F. 
also Mr. Dibdin was engaged as Svo. 1801. 
an actor at 5l. per week. The 15, School for Prejudice. C Svo. 
f access of this piece (in which 1801. 
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16. HarlequirCs Almanack, P. 
fivo. ISOl. 

17' Brazen Mask, iJal. Pant. 
8vo. 1802. 

18.. Fatnily Quarrels. CO. Svo. 
1802. • 

19. Harlequin's Habeas. Pant. 
Svo. 1802. 

20. Guilty, or Not Guilty ? C. 
^vo. 1804. 

21. Valentine and Orson. Rom. 
M. D. 8vo. 1804. 

22. The mil for the Deed. C. 
Svo. 1805. 

2v3. Thirty Thousand. O. Svo. 
1805. 

24. Of Age To-morrow. M. E. 
Svo. 1805. 

25. Harlequin Quicksilver, P. 
Svo. 1805. 

26. Nelson's Glory, Int. 1805. 
N. P. 

27. The Cabinet. C. O. Svo. 
1805. 

28. The English Fleet in 1342. 
C. O. Svo. 1805. 

'29. Five Miles Of. C. Svo. 
180^. 
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Mr. Walpole observes, *' a smga- 
'* lar person, whose life was one 
*' contradiction. He wrote against 
" popery, and embraced it ; he 
*' was a zealous opposer of the 
'^ court, and a sacrifice for itj 
" was conscientiously converted in 
" the midst of his prosecution of 
'• Lord Strafford, and was most 
" uiiconscientiously a prosecutor of 
*' Lord Clarendon. With great 
" parts, he always hurt himself 
" and his friends j with romantic 
" bravcij, he was always an un- 
'^ successful commander. He spoke 
** for the Test Act, though a Ro- 
'' man Catholic ; and addicted 
'* himself to astrology, on the 
" birth-day of true philosophy.** 
The histories of England abound 
with the adventures of this in- 
consistent and eccentric nobleman, 
who, among his -other pursuits, 
esteemed the drama not unworthy 
his attention. He wrote one play, 
called 

Elvira. C. 4to. 1667, 
Downes the prompter says, that he 



30. Mother Goose. Pant. 1806-7. joined with Sir Samuel Tuke in 

3 1 . Harlequins Magnet. Pant, the composition of The Adventures 



ISOi). 

32. The White Plume. M.R.D. 
[Songs only, Svo. I8O6.] 

33. Two Faces under a Hood. 
C. O. Svo. 1 S07. 

34. Err&rs Excepted. C. I8O7. 
N.P. 

35. Bonifacio and Bridgetina. 
Mock Melo-drama. 8vo. 1808. 

36. Forest if Hermanstadt. Me^ 
lo-drama. 1808. N. P. 

37. Harlequin in his Element. 
P. Svo. 1808. 

38. The Jubilee, Mus. Sketch. 
I8O9. N.P. 

39. Harlequin Pedlar. Pant. 
I8O9-IO. 

DiOBY, George, £arl of 
Bristol. This author was, as 



of Five Hours, and that between 
1662 and 1 665 he wrote two plajrs, 
made out of the Spanish, called, 

l.'Tis better than it was. C. 

2. Jf^se and Worse. C. 
Neither of which have been print- 
ed, unless one of them should be 
the same as Elvira, with a different 
title. After a life, which at dif- 
ferent periods of it commanded 
both the respect and contempt of 
mankind, and not nnfrequently 
the same sentiments at one time, 
he died, neither loved nor regretted 
by any party, in the year 1676. 

DiLKE, Thomas. This gen- 
tleman lived in' the reign of 
William IIL and was the son of 
Mr. Samuel Dilke^ of an ancient 
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Lxnlly at Litchfield, where oar tleman, a native of Ireland, and a 

ithor was born. He had a uni- writer on political subjects, pro- 

srsrty education, having been duced one play, acted at Dublin, 

>nie time a student at Oriel Col- called 

5ge, Oxford. When he quitted The Patriot King ; or, Irish 

le university he went into the Chief. T. 8vo. 1774. 

rmy, and had a lieutenant's com- Dodd, James Solas. This au- 

aission under Lord Raby, after- thor was bred a surgeon, and in 

eards Earl of Strafford 5 to which the year 1752 published An Essay 

ibbleman he dedicated one of his towards a Natural History of the 

>lays, of which he has left three Herring. During the contest about 

>ehind him, whose titles are as Elizabeth Canning, he also took a 

follow :, part in it, and published a pam- 

!• Lover's Luck, C. 4to. I696. phlet in her defence. He after- 

Hm City Lady. C. 4to. 16Q7» wards composed* A Lecture on 

3. Pretenders, C. 4to. I698. Hearts, which he read publicly at 

This last play was unsuccessful; Exeter *Change, with some degree 

and soon after its miscarriage, of success. He was also president 

Gildon says, the author died. of one of the disputing societies, 

DiMOND, William, is the se- and an attendant at several of 

cond, but eldest living, son of them. One dramatic piece by 

William Wyatt Dimond, Esq. one him has been acted once and pub* 

of the patentees of the Theatres lished, entitled 

Koyal, Bath and Bristol; at the Gallic Gratitude; ox. The French" 

former of which cities he was man in India. C. 8vo. 1779- 

born, and received his education This was republished, as acted 

under the Rev. Dr. Morgaq. He in Dublin, under the title of 

was afterwards entered a student The Funeral Pile, C. O. 12mo« 

of the Inner Temple, with a view 1799- 

to the bar; to which, probably, he Hedied in Mecklenburgh Street, 

has been since called. His dra- in Dublin, March 1805, at the 

matic productions are as follow : great age (as it is said) of 104. 

1. Sea-side Story, Op. D. 8vo. Dodd, William. This un- 
1801. fortunate author was the eldest 

2. Hero of the North. H. P. son of the Rev. William Dodd, 
Svo. 1803. many years vicar of Bourne, in 
. ^ Hunter of the Alps. D. 1 804 ; Li ncoln sh ire, and was born MsLy2g, 
Svo. N. D. ^7W' He was sent, at the age of 

4. Youth, Love, and Folly. CO. sixteen, to the university of Cam- 
8vo. 1805. I bridge, and admitted in the year 

5. Adrian and Orrila* P. 8vo. 1745 a sizar of Clare Hall. In 
J8O6. 1749-50 he took the degree of 

6r Ywittg Hussar. Op. Piece. B. A. with great honour, being 

8vo« I8O7. upon that occasion in the list of 

7 • The Foundling of the Forest, wranglers. Leaving the university, 

P. Svo. 1309. he imprudently married a Miss 

He has besides published a vo- Mary Perkins in 1751, was or- 

lume entitled Petrarchal Son- dained a deacon the same year, 

nets. priest in 1753, and soon became a 

DoBBF/i-FaANCXs. This gen- celebrated and popular preacher. 
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His first preferment was the lec- 
tureship of West Ham. In 1754 
he was appointed lecturer of St. 
Olave's, Hart Street ', and in 175 7 
took the degree of M* A. at Cam- 
bridge. On the foundation of the 
Magdalen Hospital, in 1758, he 
was a strenuous supporter of the 
charity, and soon after became 
preacher at the chapel of it. By 
means of his patron Bishop Squire, 
he in 1763 obtained the prebend 
of Brecon, and by the interest of 
some city friends procured himself 
to be appointed King's chaplain i 
soon after which he had the edu- 
cation of the present Earl of Ches- 
terfield committed to his care. In 
1766 he went to Cambridge, and 
took the degree of LL. D. At 
this period the estimation he was 
held in by the world was suffi- 
cient to give him expectations of 
preferment, and hopes of riches 
and honours 3 and these he might 
probably have acquired, had he 
possessed a common portion of 
prudence .and discretion. But, 
impatient of his situation, and 
desirous of advancement, he un- 
luckily fell upon means which in 
the end were the occasion of his 
ruin. On the living of St. George, 
Hanover Square, becoming vacant, 
he wrote an anonymous letter to 
the Chancellor's lady, offering 
3000 guineas if by her assistance 
he was promoted to it. This be- 
ing traced to him, complaint was 
immediately made tp the King, 
and Dr. Dodd was dismissed with 
disgrace from his post of chaplain. 
From this period he lived neg- 
lected, if not despised; and his 
extravagance still continuing, he 
became involved in difficulties^ 
which tempted him to forge a bond 
from his late pupil Lord Chester- 
6eld, Feb. 4, 1777, for 4200/. 
which he actually received } but> 



being detected, was tried at the- 
Old Bailey, found guilty, and re- 
ceived sentence of death } and, in 
spite of every application for mer- 
cy , was executed at Tyburn, Jane 
27, 1777- I>r. Dodd was a volu- 
minous writer, and possessed con- 
siderable abilities, with little judg- 
ment and much vanity. Among 
other pursuits, he had made some 
attempt^ in dramatic poetry, and 
very early in life wrote, 

1 . The Syracusan. T. 

This is said to have been in the 
hands of one of the managers 
when he took orders 3 but on that 
event was withdrawn. 

2. Sir Roger de Cover ly. C. 
Respecting this piece an anecdote 
will be found in Vol. III. p, 278. 

Neither of these plajrs has been 
published. 

DoDSLEY, Robert. This au- 
thor was born in the year 1703, 
near Mansfield, in Nottingham? 
shire, as it is supposed i and his first 
setting out in life was in a servile 
station (footman to the Honourable 
Mrs. Lowther), from which, how- 
ever, his abilities very soon raised 
hi^ ; for, having written 7i^ 
Toyshop, ancl that piece being 
shown to Mr. Pope, the delicacy 
of satire which is conspicuous in it, 
though clothed with the greatest 
simplicity of design, so strongly 
recommended its author to the no- 
tice of that celebrated poet, that he 
continued from that time to the 
day of his death a warm friend and 
zealous patron to Mr. Dodsley; 
and although he had himself no 
connexion with the theatres, yet 
procured him such an interest 
as ensured its being immediately 
brought on the stage, where it 
met with the success it merited : 
as did also a farce called The King 
and Miller of Mansfield, whi(£ 
made its appearance in the ensa- 
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(rear, viz. 1736. From the in his eye the one great prin- 

ss of these pieces he entered cipJe, delect ando pariteraue mo^ 

that business whicb^ of all nendo; some general moral is con- 

Sf has the closest connexion stantly conveyed in the general 

and the most immediate de- plan^ and particular instruction dis* 

?nce on, persons of genius persed in the particular strokes of 

iterature, viz. that of a book- satire. The dialogue* moreover is 

. In this station Mr. Pope's easy, the plots are simjSle, and 

imendation, and his own me- the catastrophes interesting -and 

con obtained him not only pathetic. 

ountenance of persons of the Mr. Dodsley by his profession 

ibilities, but also of those of acquired a very handsome fortune, 

rst rank, and in a few years with which he retired from busi- 

l him to great eminence in ness before his death, which hap- 

•ofession, in which he was al- pened the 25th day of Sept. 1/64, 

if not altogether, at the at the house of his friend Mr. 

Yet, neither in this capa- Spence, at Durham. He wrote, 

nor in that of a writer, had I » An Entertainment designed for 

ss any improper effect on Her Majesty* s Birth-day, 8vo. 

In one light he preserved the 1732. 

?st integrity, in the other the 7,* An Entertainment designed for 

becoming humility. Mind- the Wedding of Governor Lotvther ' 

f the early encouragement and Miss Pennington, 8vo. 1733. 

vn talents met with, he was 3. The Toyshop, D. S. 8vo, 

neady to give the same oppor- 1735. 

r of advancement to those of 4. The King and the Miller of 

J, and he was, on many oc- Mansfield, D. T. Svo. 1737. 

IS, not only the publisher 5. Sir John Cockle at Court, F. 

be patron of genius. But 8vo. 1738. 

is no circum^ance which 6. The Blind Beggar ofBethnal 

nore lustre to his character. Green,' B. F. 8v6. 1741. ^ 

the grateful remembrance he 7. Rex et Pontifex, Pant. 8vo, 

ed, and ever expressed, to 1/45. 

lemory of those to whom he 8. T^^e Triumph of Peace, M. 

the obligation of his first 4to. 1749* 

taken notice of in life. We 9. Cleone, T. Svo. 1758. 

.not, however, dwell any Besides these, he published a lit- 

r on the amiableness of Mr. tie collection of his own works, 

ley's character as a man. As a in one volume Svo. under the mo-, 

r, there is an ease and elegance dest title of Trifles, ax)d a poem of 

run through all his works, considerable length, entitled Pub* 

1 sometimes are more pleasing /ic ^ir/ue, in 4to. 1754. 

a more laboured and oma- He also executed two works 

^manner. In verse, his num- of great service to the cause of 

reflowing, if not sublime 5 and genius, as they are the means of^ 

ibjects constantly well chosen preserving pieces of merit, that 

ntertaining. In prose, he is might otherwise have sunk into 

:ar, yet chaste; and in his oblivion, viz. the publication of" 

itic pieces he has ever kept a collection of poems by dif% 
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ferent eminent hands^ in sis vols. 
8vo. and a collection of plays 
isy old siutbors^ in twelve volumes 
12mo. 

DoGppsT, Thomas. This au- 
thor was also an actor. He was 
born in Castle Street, Dublin, and 
made his £rst theatrical attempt 
Ofk thg stage of that metropolis ; 
but not meeting with the encon- 
•ragement there that ^is merit un- 
doubtedly had a right to^ he came 
ioyer to England, and entered him- 
self ill a travelling company ; but 
irom thence very soon was re- 
xnoved to Londpn, and established 
^i Drury Lane and Lincoln*s Inn 
fields theatres, where he was uni- 
versally approved in ev^ character 
he performed ; but shone in iione 
more conspicuously than in those 
of Fondlewife in The Old Bachelor, 
and Ben in Love for Love, which 
Mr. Congreve, with whom he was 
a very great favourite, wrot^ in 
some measure with a view to his 
manner of acting. 

In a few years after he removed 
to Drury Lane theatre, where be 
became joint manager with Wilks 
and Gibber; in which simation he 
continued till, on a disgust he took, 
in the year 1712, at Mr. Booth's 
being forced on them as a sharer 
in the management, he threw up 



DOG 

borrowed from none, frequently 
served for a model to many $ and 
he possessed that peculiar art 
which so very few performers are 
masters of, viz. the arriving at the 
perfectly ridicukms, without step- 
ping into the least impropriety td 
attain it : and so extremely care- 
ful and skilful was he in the dress* 
ingof his characters to the greatest 
exactness of propriety, that the 
least article of what he wore 
seemed in some measure to speak 
and mark the different humour be 
presented; a necessary care in a 
comedian, in which many per- 
formers are but too remiss. 

Mr. Dogget died at Eltham^ in 
Kent, the 22d of Sept. 1721, and 
yras buried there 3 having, as we 
before observed, made himself in« 
dependent of business, by his carti 
apd economy while he remained 
in it. In his political principles 
he was, in the words of Sir Ri- 
chard Steele, a U^hig up. to (he 
head and ears 5 and so strictly was 
he attached to the interests of the 
House of Hanover, that he neve^ 
let slip any occasion that presented 
itself of demonstrating his senti- 
ments in that respect. One in- 
stance among others is well known ; 
which is, that tibe year after Kiqf 
George I. came to the throne, be 



his part in the property of the gave a waterman's coat and silvtr 
theatre, though it was looked on badge, to be rowed for by six wa- 



to have been worth a thgusand 
pounds per annum. He had) how- 
ever, by his frugality, saved a com- 
petent fortune to render him easy 
for the remainder of his life, with 
Avhich he retired from the hurry of 
business in the very meridian of 
his reputation. As an actor he had 
great merit, an 1 his contemporary 
Gibber informs us, that he was the 



termen, on the first day of August^ 
being the anniversary of thatKjng's 
accession to the throne : and at bii 
death bequeathed a certain sum of 
money, the interest of which was 
to be appropriated annually, for 
ever, to the purchase of a like 
coat and badge, to be rowed for 
in honour of I he dayj which ce- 
remony is every year performed 



fnost of an original, and the strictest on the first of August, the claim- 
observer of nature, of any actor of ants setting out, on a signal given, 
h.s timie* His manner^ though at that time gf the tide wh^ thq 
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int is strongest against them^ 
rowing from the 0;d Swan 
London Bridge^ to the \Vhite 
1 at Chelsea. 

i a writer, Mr. Doggethas 
)ehind him only one comedy, 
h has not been performed ii\ 
riginal state for manj years, 
Qd 

^e Country IFake. C/4to.l6g6. 
s been altered, however, into 
ad farce, which has frequently 
) its appearance under tlie 
of 

va; or. Hod inVie Well. 
) RSI AN, Mr. This gentle- 
lived at Hampstead. We 
r, however, nothing more of 
tlian that he was the author of 
vrelched play, entitled 
' Roger de Coverly^ D.E. 8Vd. 

• 

)SSiE, Robert. This geti- 
in was {principal secretary to 
aciety for the encouragement 
J and manufactures. He<lied 
Jf, baring given to the pub- 
le trifling piece called 
e Statesman Jbiled, M.C. 8vo. 

lUGLAs, TtiB Rev. Mr. was 
f of 

win, the banished Prince. T. 
N. D. [1784.] 
iVBR, John. This gentle- 
was the grandson of Mr. 
rt Dover, an eminent attor- 
it-law,at a place called Boston 
le Heath, in Warwickshire, 
le chief director and manager 
assembly called the Olympic 
»s, which were annually ce- 
ed upon Cotswold Hills, in 
:estershire. Our author re- 
1 his education at Magdalen 
ge, Oxford; from whence, 
; intended by his father for 
aw, he removed to Grays 
and was called to the ban 
oratory of the courts^ bow- 



ever, not suiting his inclination *o 
well as that of the pulpit, he soon 
quitted the law, and took ordert ', 
and Coxeter tells us, that at the 
time his notes were written, Mr. 
Dover was a minister of the 
Gospel at Drayton, in Oxfordshire. 
The exact period of his birth we 
find no where recorded, bi||. ima- 
gine he must have lived to a con- 
siderable agcf as the time of Cox- 
eter's writing, when he mentions 
him as living, could not at the 
earliest be sooner than 1^20, and/ 
a play ^hich he published, and 
which he declares to have been his 
amusement after the fatigues of 
the law, was published in I667. 
The tide of it is 

The Roman Generals, T. 4to. 
1667. 

Wood says he had written one 
or two more plays. It would ap- 
pear that he was the child of old 
age ; for a MS. note in a copy of 
the Collection of Verses on the 
Cotswold Games, in the posseis- 
sion of Mr. OctaviuB Gilchrist, of 
Stamford, says, " Dr. iFohn Dover 
" was bom in .the sixty-second year 
V' of his mother's age, as his own 
" daughter, now living, attests 
*' (anno 1747), who is wife to 
*f Mr. Cordwell, the city car- 
''penter.'" 

Dow> Alexander, was a na- 
tive of Scotland, educated at 
Crief, and bred a merchant j but 
was afterwards an officer of emi- 
nence in the service of the East 
India Company. Being under the 
necessity of quitting Scotland in 
consequence of a duel, he entered 
himself as a common sailor on 
board an East India ship, bound 
to Bencoolen; where the secre- 
taryship to the governor being 
vacant, Mr. Dow very fortunately 
obtained that office, and soon be** 
came lieutenant-coloneU 

02. 
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He was supposed to be the trans- Downes, C aptaik. This gCD- 

lator of several works from the tleman was the author of one dra- 

Persian language -, though it is matic piece, called 

jgenerally thought, from tjbe assist- Ml Tows Kept', C. 12mo.l733. 

jance he received, that very little of Downing, Gborge. ' This au- 

tbem could be called his own. He thor was at one time a comedian 

in like manner produced two dra- in the York company. He says, 

matic performances, called, in one of his works, that hb father 

\,nZingis, T. 8vo. 1769. was a tradesman, who gave him a 

2. Sethona. T. 8vo. 1774. genteel education ) that in the 

and died in the East indies about nineteenth year of his age he mar- 

the latter end of 1779« ried unknown to his friends ; iand 

DowEa> J£. Who, or of what that he had frequently suffered all 

profession this author was, we the hardships incident to the life 

Know not; but he seems by his of an itinerant player. Heisaa* 

writings to have been the most thor of the following three dra- 

perfect professor of poverty that matic pieces : 

ever devoted himself to the tat- l» Newmarket 'y or. The Humom 

tered sisters of Parnassus 5 for the of the Turf, C 12mo. 1763. 

few poems he has published breathe 2. The Parthian Exile. T. 8vo. 

nothing but complaints of his des- 1774. 

titute and distressed condition; and, 3. The Volunteers-, or. Toy has 

indeed, his brain seems to have to Arms, C. 8vo. 17S0. 

been quite as empty as his pockets. He quitted the stage before his 

He has printed the poems above deaths and became tnaster of a 

mentioned^ together with a nar- school at Birmingham, where he 

rative, in which he casts the most died about the latter end of the 

Bevere reflections on the manager year 178O. 

of one of the theatres, and on the To him also has been ascribed, 

late Dutchess Dowager of Marl- 4. Tricks of Harlequin. Pant 

borough, for not having given hirh Ent. 12mo. l?3p. 

money, as a reward for his having Downman, Hugh, M. D. wat 

deprived the community of per- the son of a gentlenfian of good 

haps a good porter or cobler, in fortune in the neigfihourhood of 

the attempt to make a most exe- Exeter. He was educated first at 

crable scribbler. With these he the public school at Exeter, from 

has published a dramatic piece, whence he rerhoved to Jesus Col- 

which, though far from having any lege, Cambridge, where he^took 

merit in point of plot or character, the degree of M. A. ' He was dc- 

yet is so far tolerable with respect signed for the church; and, if we 

to the language, and so far supe- are not tnisinformed, actually took 

rior to any of the other specimens orders, and performed the duties 

he has given us of his writings, of a clergyman f6r a few years in 

that, notwithstanding the abuse he his father's neighbourhood : but a 

has chosen to vent against Mr.FJeet- disorder to which he was subject 

wood for not accepting it, we can (afterwards proved to be a liver 

scarcely believe it to have been his complamt) rendering any exertion 

own. It is called of his voice painful and dangerous, 

• The Salopian Squire. Dramatic he went to Edinburgh, and took 

Jale. 8vo. 1738. Jiis degrees ifl physic. Hewasth^ 
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sijLithdr of several poems, as. The was brought by Government This,- 

Land of the Muses, Infancy, The added to repeated disappointments 

jDeath Song of Logbrok, Poems and ill-treatment from some c/i hts - 

sacred to Love and Beauty, &c.'; partv, threw him at length into a 

and of three tragedies, viz. fever, of which he died at West- 

1 . Lucius Junius Brutus, H. P. minster on the 2d of March 1 706-7, 

8vo. 1779* after a short confinement to his 

,2. Editha. T. 8vo. 1784. Print- bed. He was the author of 



ed at Exeter. Reprinted 1 792. 

3. Belisarius. T. 8vo. 1786, 
and 1792. 

Dr. Dowhmah died at Exeter, 
Sept. 23, 18p9. 

DoWnton, Thomas, we find 
mentioned (which is all that we 
can learn of him) as author of, 

1 . Friar Fox andGillim of Brent' 
ford. P. 1598./ N. P. 

2,TlieVayvood. P. 1598. N.P. 

3. Peg of Plymouth. T. ISgQ. 

isr.p. 



The Sham Lawyer^ or. The 
LUcky Extravagant. CoHi. 4to. 
1697. 

IHaPzk, Matthew. Of this 
author we can give no account. 
He wrote one play, called 

The Spendthrift. C. 8vo. I731. 

Drayton, Michael. This gen- 
tleman, who was a poet of great 
renown in the reigns of Queea 
Elizabeth, James I. and Charles I. 
was of a very ancient family, ori- 
ginally descended from the town 



DaAKE> Dr. James. This au- of Drayton in Leicestershire; but 



thor was more celebrated for his 
political than his dramatic works. 
He was born at Cambridge, in the 
year \667, and had a liberal edu- 
cation, first at Wivelingham, and 
afterwards at Eton. On the 20th 
of March l6B4, he was admitted 
into the university of Cambridge, 
and some time before the Revolu- 
tion took the degree of B. A. He 
soon afterwards became M. A* and 
in 1694 M. D. He then removed 
.to London, and was chosen fellow 
of the Royal Society, and of the 
College of Physicians. It may be 
presumed, that his practice in his 
profession was not very consider- 
able, as we find him from this time 



his parents removing into War- 
wickshire, he was bom at a lit- 
tle village, called Harsul, in that 
(fouftty, in 1563. While he was 
extremely young, he gave such 
proofs of a growing genius, as ren- 
dered him a favourite with his 
tutors, and procured him the pa-t 
tronage of some persons of dis- 
tinction 3 for from his own words 
we may gather, that even at 'ten 
years of ag« he had made a con- 
siderable, proficiency in the La^in 
tongue, and was page to a persbn* 
of quality. Sir Aston Cokain men<* 
tions hU having been for some 
time a student at Oxford, though 
it is most probable that he com- 



much engaged in many literary pleted his studies at the other uni* 
and political undertakings. He versity. His propensity to poetry 



was concertied in a paper called 
Mercurius Politicus, wherein were 
inserted expressions which afford- 
ed his enemies some grounds for 
a prosecution in the Queen's Bench. 
This was carried on against him 
■with great severity 3 and, though 
he was acquitted^ a writ of error 



was extremely strong, even, from 
his infancy ; and we find the most 
of bis principal pieces published^ 
and himself highly distinguished 
as a poet, by t^e time he waa 
about thirty years of age. It ap- 
pearsi from his poem of Moses's 
Birth and iViirocles^ >^\. V^ ^^^ 
0^ 
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9 spectator at Dover of the famous Coxeter tells us> that be has seeD 
Spanish Armada^ and it is not im- an old MS. to the play called 
probable, that he was engaged in The Merry Devil of Edmonton, 
louie military employment there. C. 4to. l6ois. 
It is certain, that not only for his which declares it to have heen 
merit as a writer, but his valuable written by Michael Drayton, Esq.; 
qualities as a man, he was held in but this, for the reason assigned 
high estimation, and strongly pa- under its article in the third vo- 
trouized by several personages of lume, can hardly have been writ- 
consequence ; particularly by Sir ten by him. Meres, however, 
Henry Goodere, Sir Walter Aston, speaks of him as a writer of tra- 
and the Countess of Bedford ; to gedy, and pronounces the follow- 
the first of whom he owns himself ing eulogium on him fJVu^s Tred' 
indebted for great part of his edu- sury, p. 281) : *' As Aulus Persius 
cation, and by the second he was " Flaccus is reported among al 
for many years supported. " writers to be of an bonest life 

At the coronation of King «' and upright conversation, so 
James I. Sir Walter Aston fixed " Michael Drayton (quern ioties 
on Mr. Drayton as one of the ^* honoris et amoris causd nomino) 
*8quires to attend him at his crea- '^ ^mong8choller8,8ouldeers,poets, 
tion of knight of the Bath -, and it '' and all sorts of people, is helde 
has been alleged that, during '^ for a . man of vertuous disposi- 
Kiiig James*s minority, our poet *' tion, honest conversation, and 
was instrumental in a correspond- '* wel governed cariage, which is 
ence carried on between that '^ almost meraculous among good 
Prince and Queen Elizabeth. This << wits in these declining and cor- 
assertfon, however, wants con- *' nipt times^ when there is no- 
firmation $ and the rather, as we *' thing but rogery in villanous 
'find that, though Drayton did un- '^ man^ and when cheating and 
questionably stoop to gross flattery ** craftines is (Counted the cleanest 
to that Monarchy in some poenos " wit and soundest M^isdome.*' 
written on his accession, yet he This celebrated bard died in 
obtained no ppeferment from him 5 1631, being sixty-etght years of 
l^nd even his poems themselves age, and was buried among the poets 
met with a very cool and unfa- in Westminster Abbey. Over bis 
vourable receptioQ. grave is erected a handsome table 

His works are very numerous, monument of blue marble, adom- 
and so. elegant, that his manner ed with his ef&^ies in busto lao- 
bas been copied by many modem reated. 

writers of eminence since. Among The following draniatic pieces 

these the most celebrated one is the (none of wbit^h, however, are ex- 

. ,.Foly- Olhion, wHich is a description tgnt ) have been ascribed to the ^n 

' ;*cf the several parts of this island, of Drayton : ' 

' ih'twelve foot vdrse, and contained 1. ConnaUi Frince of Cornwall. 

in thirty booKs, or, ,as the authpr P. 15Q8. N. P. 

bas himself called them. Songs. 2, Earl Godwin and his Three 

Neither Langbaine, Jacob, npr Sqns. Part II. 1598, N. P. 
any ofthe other writers, have men-« 3. Th^ First Civil Wari «i 
tiigped bun ai a dramittist , but FraoKcje. P^ 1598. N* P. 
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4. Sir William LortgsworJ. P. prcJviding professors to teach ttiedi 
ligs. N. P. at home^ according to the first in-* 

5. Wars of Henry L and the stitulion of the college. Mr.Dnir^ 
Prince of Wales, P. 1598. N. P. had been some time prisoner in; 

6. Worse afeared than hurt. P. England, on account of his reli* 
1598. N. P. gion : but about two years before 

y. The Two Harpies, P. 1602. was released, at the int^cesston of 

N. P. Count Grondemar, ambassador 

Dreghokn, Lord. See Mac- from. Spainf, to whom he dedicated 

lAuaiN. the plays hereafter mentiocved. 

Drue, Tno^f as. The rery These, we are told, were exhibit- 
name of this author has been hi- ed with great applause, first pri- 
therto unknown, and we are unable vately, in the refectory of the col- 
to give any account of him. From lege, and again in the open court 
the book of the Stationers* Com* or quadrangle, at which all the 
pany, however, we find he was principal persons of the town and 
the author of one piece, ascribed university were present. Thejr 
by Langbaine to Hey wood; and were afterwards published, with 
joint author with Robert Daven- encomiums in Liatin verse, bjr 
port of another, which has not George Leyburn, Thomas Black- 
been printed. The first is loe, Thomas Metcalf, and Robert 

The Ufe of the Dutchess of Suf" Blandeston, in more than one cdi- 

folk. Hist. P. 4to. 1631. tion, and are as follow: 

The other, 1. Aluredus she Alfredus. Trar 

The Woman* s mistaken, gico-Comedia. 

Brury, Robert. Of this gen- 2. Mors. Com. 

tleman we know nothing more, 3. Reparatus siue Dep6sitwm, 

than that he was an attorney at Trag.-Com. 

law, arid wrote the four following All printed together, at Douay^ 

pieces, viz. 12rao. 1^8. 

1. Devil of a Duke. B.F. 8vo* Dryden, John. As this Very 

1732. eminent poet bad but little con- 

2. Mad Captain, O. 8vo. 1/33. cern with public affairs, any farther 

3. The Fancifd Queen, O. 8vo. than by his writings, and as the 

1733. incidents of his life had no great 

4. The Wval Milliners, T. C. variety in them, or at least very 
O. F, 8vo. 1735. few of them are on record, we 

Drury, William, Little is shall mostly confine ourselves, in 
known of this author, who, it may this detail of his history, to his 
be presumed, passed the principal proceedings and progress in Iifi#- 
part of his life abroad, and died rary and poetical fame. It will 
tliere. He was an Englishman, but therefore be sutficient to infornm 
the time and place of his birth are our readers, that he was the son 
unknown. He began to teach of Erasmus Dryden, Esq. of Tlch- 
poetry and rhetoric at the English marsh, and grandson of Sir Eras- 
college in Douay, in Oct. 1618, mus Dryden, of Canonsbury, both 
having been invited thither by Dr. in Northamptonshire, and that he 
Kellison, the president, who had was born August 9, 1 681, at 
at that time drawn the students Aldwincle, near Oundle, in the 
from the Jesuits' schools, and was said county •, a \\IU%^> '^VxV^* ^^ 

o4 
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be hicn&elf informs us^ belonged over the Dutch. These pieces at 
to the Earl of Exeter, and which length obtained him the favour 
was also famous for giyiug birth to of the crown } and Sir William 
the celebrated Dr. Thomas Fuller, D* Avenant dying the same year, 
the historian. . Mr. Dryden was appointed to sue* 
' He received the rudiments of his ceed him as poet-laureat«. About 
grammar learning at Westminster the same time he engaged bimsdf 
school, under the learned Dr. by contract (says Mr. Baker) to 
Busby, and from thence was re- write four plays in each year ; 
paoved to Cambridge,, where he which, notwithstanding the asser« 
.was entered a pensioner, and ma- tions of some writers, he nevei^ 
triculated the 6th of July l650. executed ^ but it has laCely been* 
He took his degree of Bachelor proved, by indisputable authority, 
of Arts in l6o3, and was elected that he only contracted to produce 
.scholar of Trinity College. Yet, in three in every year. This agree- 
bis earlier days he gave no very ex- ment, however, he never perform-* 
traordinary indications of genius $ ed, as appear^ from an original 
for, even the year before he quitted paper, signed by the pla3rers with 
the university, he wrote a poem whom he made this stipulation, 
.on the death of Lord Hastings, which is preserved in Mr. MaloneV 
which was by no means a presage Supplement to Shakspeare, vol. i« 
of that amazing perfection in poe- p-. 3Q5 > and indeed it will be seen, 
tical powers which he afterwards that from 1 664 CThe BivaLLaSes) 
possessed. His first play, viz. The to 1694 (Love Triumphant), a 
IVild Gallant, did not appear till period of thirty years, only twenty- 
be was about thirty-one years of seven dramas were produced by 
age, and then met with such in- him. Shakspeare, in twenty-five 
difierent success, that had not ne- years, produced thirty-seven plays, 
cessity afterwards compelled him In 1675, the Earl of Rochester, 
to pursue the arduous task, the whose envious and malevolent dis- 
English stage had perhaps never position would not permit him to- 
been favoured with some of its see growing merit meet with its 
brightest ornaments. due reward, and was therefore 
But to proceed more regularly, sincerely chagrined at the applause 
On the death of Oliver Cromwell with which Mr. Dryden's dra- 
be wrote some heroic stanzas to matic pieces had been received, 
bis memory ; but on the Restora- was determined, if possible, to 
tion, being desirous of ingratiating shake his interest at court, and 
himself with the new court, he succeeded so far as to recommend 
produced, first, a poem, entitled Mr. Crowne, an author by no 
Astrcea Redux, and afterwards a means of equal merit, and at that 
panegyric to the King on his co- time of an obscure reputation, to 
conation. In l66'i, he addressed write a masque for tlie court, which 
a poem to the Lord Chancellor certainly belonged to Mr. Dryden's 
•Hyde, presented on New Year's offide as poet-laureat. Nor was 
Day \ and In the same year.a satire this the only attack, nor indeed the 
on the Dutch. In 1668 appeared most potent one, that Mr. Dryden's 
bis Annus MirabiHs, which was justly-acquired fame drew on him; 
im historical poem in celebration for, some years before, the Duke of 
^ the Duke of Turk's victory Buckingham, a man of not much 
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.better character than Lord Ro- Bayes. The resentment shown bf 

Chester, had most severely ridiculed the two peers was very didferent; 

several of our author's plays, iu his Lord Rochester, who was a coward 

admired piece called The Rehearsal, as well as a man of the most de- 

But though the intrinsic wit which praved morals, basely hired three 

runs through tliat performance can- ruiHans to cudgel Dryden in a 

not even to this hour fail of excit* coftee-house 5 but the Duke of 

ing our laughter, yet at the same Buckingham, ad we are told, in a 

time it ought not to be the standard more open manner, took that task 

ott which we sliould fix Mr. Dry- on himself, and at the same time 

den's poetical reputation, if we presented him with a purse, cod* 

consider that the pieces there ridi- tainihg no very trifling sum of 

ctiled are not anyofthose which are money; telling him, that he gave 

looked on as the chef-d*€euvres him the beating as a punishooent 

of this author ; that the very pas- for his impudence, but bestowed 

sages burlesqued are frequently, the gold on him as a reward for 

in their original places, much less his wit. 

ridiculous than when thus de- In l6S0 was published a trans- 
tached, like a rotten limb, from lationofOvid^s £pi5//es in English 
the body of the work, exposed verse, by several hands, two of 
to view with additional distortions, which, together with tlie preface, 
and divested of that connexion were by Mr. Dryden. In l6S2 
with the other parts, which, while came out his Religio Laid, de- 
it preserved^ gave it not only sym- signed as a defence of revealed 
nietry but beauty; and lastly, that religion, against Deists, Papists, 
tbevarious inimitable excellencies, &c. and in l6S4 he published a. 
which the <:i'itic has sunk in obli- translation of M. Malmbourg's 
vion, are infinitely more numerous History of the League^ which he 
than the deformities which he has had undertaken by the command 
thus industriously brought forth to of King Charles II. On the death 
our immediate inspection. of that prince, he wrote a poem 
Mr. Dryden, however, did not sacred to his memory, entitled, 
suffer these attacks to pass with Threnodia Augustalis. 
impunity; for, in l679f there came Soon after the accession of King 
out an Essay on Satire, said to be James II. our author changed his 
written jointly by him and the religion for that of the church of 
EarlofMulgrave, containing some Rome, and wrote two pieces in 
very severe reflections on the Earl vindication of the Romish tenets, 
of Rochester and the Dutchess of viz. A Defence of the Papers turU- 
Portsmouth, who, it is not impro- ten by the late King, of'llessed 
bable, might be a joint instrument Memory, found in Ids strong Box ; 
in the above-mentioned affront and the celebrated poem, alfter- 
shown to Mr, Dryden; and, in wards answered . by Lord Halifax 
I68I, he published his Absalom and Prior, entifled The Hind and 
and Achitophel, in which the well- the Panther, By this extraordinary 
known character of Zimri, drawn step he not only engaged himself 
for the Duke of Buckingham, k in controversy, and incurred much 
certainly severe enough to repay censure and ridicule from hiscbji- 
all the ridicule thrown onliim by temporary wits; but, on tUeconi- 
tfaat Qobleraan, in the character of pktion of tbft K<^Nc\\x\xck\i«,\^€\\y^, 
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on account of his newly-ehoseii 
religion, disqualified from bearing 
any office under the government, 
he was stripped of the laurel, 
which^ to his still greater mortifi- 
cation, was bestowed on Shad well, 
a man to whom he had a most 
liettled aversion ; and on whom he 
bad, four years before, written 



and Persiiis, in the first of wtich 
he had a considerable hand, and 
of the latter the entire execution. 
In l6g5 was published his prosef 
version of Fresnoy*s j4ri of Paini- 
ing ; and the year I697 gave the 
world that translation of Virgil's 
works entire, which still does, and 
perhaps ever will, stand foremost 



that very severe poem> called Mac among the attempts made on that 



Flecknoe, 

It has been commonly stated, 
that Mac Flecknoe vj2A written, in 
resentment, on Shad well's suc- 
ceeding Dryden in the laureatship ; 
^but this could not be the case, as 
Mac Flecknoe was printed in a 
collection of poems, in London, 
8vo. 1684, and Dryden did not 



author. The petite pieces of this 
eminent writer, sucli. as prcf- 
logues, epilogues,' epitaphs, ele- 
gies, songs, &c. are too nutperous 
to be specified hei'e. They have 
been collected into volumes, and 
are now incorporated in his works 
among the English poets. His^ 
Fahles, the last work he published. 



lose the laurel till 1688. To add consist of many of the most in 

confirmation to this assertion, let teresting stories in Homer, Ovid, 

it be observed, that Langbaine, Boccace, and Chaucer, translated 

who well knew both Dryden and or modernized in the most elegant 

Shadwell, and had an evident par- and poetical manner, together with 

tiality for the latter, makes the some original pieces, among which 



following remark : " Mr. Dryden, 
** I dare presume, little imagined, 
•' when he tvrit that satire of Mac 
*' Fleckno, that the subject he 
f there so much exposes and ridi- 
" cules, should have ever Uved to 
•' have succeeded him in wearing 
*' the hays,'* La^gb,. Dram. Poet. 
p. 443, edit. I69I. 

Dr}'den'8 circumstances h/.d 
never been affluent ; but, now be- 
ing deprived of this little support, 
he found himself reduced to the 
necessity of writing for mere bread. 
We consequently find him from 
this period engaged in performances 
of labour as well as genius, viz. in 
translating works of others 5 and 
to this necessity perhaps our na- 



is that amazing Ode on St, Ctgci- 
lia*s Day 5 which, thous^h written 
in the very decline of its author's 
life, and at a period when old age 
and distress conspired as it were to 
damp his poetic ardour and clip 
the wings of fancy, yet possesses* 
so much of both, as would be suf- 
ficient to have rendered him im- 
mortal, had he never written a 
single line besides. 

Dryden married the Lady Eli- 
zabethr Howard, sister to the £arl 
of Berkshire, who survived him 
eight years, though for the last 
four of them she was a lunatic, 
having been deprived of her senses 
by a nervous fever. By this lady 
he had three sons, who all survived 



tion stands indebted for some of -him. Their names were Charles, 

the bwt translations extant. In the John, and Henry. Of the last of 

year he lost the laurel, he pub- these we can tr^ce no particulars, 

lished The Life of St. Francis Xa- . Of the second, some little account 

viery from the French. In 1693 will be given in the succeeding 

cam%o}it a translation of Jun^^I sxtftde*) and with respect to th9 
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.eldest, there is a circumstance re- leisure, he wai invited to the 
lated by Charles Wilson, Esq. in country-seat of the Earl of Berk- 
his life of Congreve, which seems shiie, his brother-in-Jaw, to keep 
so well attested, and is itself of so the Ions: vacation with him at 
very extraordinary a nature, that Charlton, in Wilts ; his lady was 
we cannot avoid admitting it to a invited to her uncle Mordaunt's, 
place here. The event is as fol- to pass the remainder of the sum- 
iows : mer. When they came to divide 
Dryden^ with all his under- the children. Lady Elizabeth would 
standing, was weak enough to be have him take John, and sutler 
ibnd of judicial astrology, and used her to take Charles j but Mr. Dry- 
to calculate the nativity of his den was too absolute, and they 
children. When his lady was in parted in anger j he took Charles, 
iibour with his son Charles, he, with him, and she was obliged to 
being told it was decent to with- be content w ith John. When the 
draw, laid his watch on the table, fatal day came, the anxiety of the 
begging one of the ladies then pre- lady*s spirits occasioned such an 
sent, in a most solemn manner, to effervescence of blood, as threw 
take exact notice of the very mi- her into so violent a fever, that 
Qute the child was born ; which she her life was despaired of, till a 
did, and acquainted him with it. letter came from Mr. Dryden, re- 
Abont a week after, when his lady proving her for her womanish ere* 
was ' pretty well recovered, Mr. dulity, and assuring her that her 
Dryden took occasion to tell her child was well,which recovered her 
that he had been calculating the spirits; and in six weeks after, she 
child's nativity, and observed, received an eclaircisemcnt of the 
with grief, that he was born in an whole atfair. Mr. Dryden, either 
evil hour, for Jupiter, Venus, and through fear of being reckoned 
the Sun, were all under ^he ear tl|, superstitious, or thinking it a 
and the lord of his ascendant af- science beneath his study, was ex- 
flicted with a hateful square of tremely cautious of letting any one 
Mars and Saturn. ** If he lives to know that he was a dealer in as- 
" arrive at tlie 8th year,'* says he, trology; therefore could not ex- 
*' he will go near to die a violent cuse his absence, on his son's an- 
*' death on his very birth-day : but niversary, from a general hunting- 
" if he should escape, as I see hut match Lord Berkshire had made^ 
'* small hopes, he will, in the 23d to which all the adjacent gentle- 
•' year, be under the very same evil men were invited. When he went 
" direction; and if be should escape out; he took care to sqt tlve boy 
*' that also, the 33d or 34th yeor a double exercise in the Latin 

** is, I fear ** Here he was in- tongue, which he taught his chil- 

terrupted by the immoderate grief dren himself, ^vith a strict charge 

of his lady, who could no longer not to stir out of the room till his 

hear calamity prophesied to be- return; well knowing the. task he 

fall her son. The time at last had set him would take up longer 

came, and August was the inau- time. Charles was perfqrmiBg his 

spicious month in which young duty, in obedience to his father; 

Dryden was to enter into the 8th but, as ill fate would have it, the 

year of his age. The court ' bejng stag made towards the house \ 3nxd, 

in progress and Mr. Dryden at the uoxse ^Ve^^vx^vsx^ ^Nfc ^^^I'wsx^i 
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Ibey hasted out to see iht sport. 
One of them took young Dryden 

^ by the hand^ and led him out to 
$ee it also) when^ just as they came 
to the gate, the stag, being at bay 
with the dogs, made a bold push, 
and leaped over the court wall, 
vhich was very low and very old j 
and the dogs fbllowing, threw 
down apart of the wall, ten yards 
in length, under which Charles 
Dryden lay buried. He was im- 
mediately dug out, and after six 
weeks languishii^ in a dangerous 
way he recovered : so far Dryden's 
prediction was fulfilled. In the 
twenty-third year of his age, 
Charles fell from the top of an old 
tower belonging to the Vatican 
at Rome, occasioned by a swim- 
ming in his head, with which he 

^^8 seized, the heat of the day 
toeing excessive. He again reco- 
Tered, but was ever after in a 
languishing sickly state. In the 
thirty-tl^rd year of his age, being 
returned to England, he was un- 
happily drowned at Windsor. He 
had with another gentleman swum 
twice over the Thames j but re- 
turning a third time, it was sup- 
posed he was taken with i he cramp, 
because he called out for help, - 
though too late. Thus the father's 
calculation proved but too pro- 
phetical. 

At last, after a long life, ha- 
rassed with the most laborious of 
all fatigues, viz. that of the mind, 
and continually made anxious by 
distress and difficulty^ our autlior 
departed this life on the first of 
May 1701, and was interred in 
Westminster Abbey. On the ipth 
of April he had been very bad with 
the gout and erysipelas in one leg j 
but he was then somewhat reco- 
vered, and designed to go abroad ; 
on the Friday following he ate a 
partridge for liis supper, and going 



« 



€< 



tq tifke sl turn in the little garde^ 
behind his house in Gerard Street, 
he was seized with such a tiolent 
pain under the ball of the great toe 
of his right foot, that^ unable to 
stand, he cried out for help, and 
was carried in by his servants; 
when, upon sehdingYor surgeon?; 
they found a ^rnall black' spot in 
the place affected; he submitted 
to their present applications, and, 
when gone, called his son Charley 
to him, using tliese w(}rds : " I 
** know this black spot is a roorti-^ 
** ficatiOn : I know also, that it 

will seize my head, and that they 

will attempt to cut off my leg; 
" but I command you, my son^ 
" by your filial duty, that you do 
" not sufifer me to be dismember<< 
" ed." As he foretold, the event 
proved ; and his son was too du- 
tiful to disobey his father's com- 
mands. 

On the Wednesday morniog 
following, he breathed his last, 
under the itiost excruciating pains, 
ia the 69th year of his age. 

The day after Mr. Dryden*s 
death, the Dean of Westminster 
sent word to Mr. Dryden*s widow, 
that he would make a present of 
the ground, and all other abbey- 
fees, for the funeral : the Lord 
Halifax likewise sent to the Lady 
Elizabeth, and to Mr. Charles 
Dryden, offering to defray the ex- 
penses of our poet's funeral, and 
afterwards to bestow five hundred 
pounds on a monument in the 
Abbey ; which generous offer was 
accepted. Accordingly, on Sunday 
following, the company being as- 
sembled, the corpse was put into a 
velvet hearse, attended by eighteen 
mourning coaches. When they 
were just ready to move, Lord Jef- 
ferys, son of Lord Chancellor Jef- 
ferys, a name dedicated to infamy, 
with some of his rakish companions 
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Tiding by, asked whose funeral it Dryden hereupon applied again to. 
was 5 -and being told it was Mr. the Lord Halifax and the Bishop 
Drydan*s, he protested he should of Rochester, who absolutely re- 
iiot be buried in that private man- fused to do any thing in the affair, 
ner; that he would himself, with In this distress. Dr. Garth, who 
the Lady Elizabeth's leave, have had been A|r. Dryden*s intimato 
4 he honour of the interment, and friend, sent for the corpse to the 
would bestow a thousand pounds College of Physicians, and prpi* 
on a monument in the Abbey for posed a subscription 3 which sue- 
him. This ^ put a stop td their ceeding, about three weeks after 
procession 3 and the Lord Jefferys, Mr. Dryden's decease. Dr. Garth ^ 
\vith?»everalof the gentlemen who pronounced a fine Latin oration 
had alighted from their coaches, over the body, which was con- 
went up stairs to the lady, who veyed from the College, attended 
was sick in bed. His Lordship re- by a numerous train of coaches, to 
peated the purport of what he had Wpstminstet Abbey, but in very 
said below 3 but the Lady Elizabeth great disorder. At last the corpse 
refusitig her consent, he fell on arrived at |:he Abbey, which wa^ 
bis knees, vowing never to rise till all unlighted. No organ played, 
Jiis request was granted. The lady, . no anthem sung; only two of the 
under a' sudden surprise, fainted singing boys preceded the corpse^ 
away J and Lord Jefferys, pretend- who sung an ode of Horace, with 
ing to have obtained her consent, each a small candle in their hand, 
ordered the body to be carried to When the funeral was over, Mr. 
Mr. Russel's, an undertaker in ' Charles Dryden serit a challenge 
Cheapside, and to be left there till to Lord Jefferys, who refusing to 
furthejT orders. In the mean time answer it, he sent several others, 
the Abbey was lighted up, the and went often himself ; but could 
ground opened, the choir attend- neither get a letter delivered, no^ 
ii^g, and thc^ bishop waiting some admittance to speak to him ; 
hours to no purpose for the corpse, which so incensed him, that, find- 
The next day Mr. Charles Drydep ing his Lordship refused to answer 
waited on my Lord Halifax and him like a gentleman, he resolved 
the bishqp 3 and endeavoured Jo to watch an opportunity, and brave 
excuse his mother, by relating the him to fight, though with all the 
truth. Three days after, the un- rules of honour j which his Lord- 
dertaker, |iaving received no or- ' ship hearing, quitted the town, 
ders, waited on the Lord Jeflferysj and Mr. Charles never had an op- 
wbo pretended it was a drunken portunity to meet him, tliough he 
frolic, that he remembered nothing isbught it to his death, with the 
of the matter, and he might do utmost application. 
what |je pleased with the body. Mr. Dryden had no monument 
Upon this, the undertaker waited erected to him for several years; 
on the LiadyElizabeth, who desired to which Mr. Pope alludes in his 
a day's respite, which ^yas granted, epitaph intended for Mr. Rowe, 
]!4r- Charles Dryden immediately in this line: 

wrote to the Lord Jefferys, who Beneath a rude and nameless stone he 
returned for answer, that he knew lies. 

nothing of the matter, and would In a note upon which we are 

be troubled ^omoi:^ about it. Mr. ioforme4» that the to\jsJ& ol\&.\« 
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Drydcn was erected upon tbis bint, he underwent, and the necessity b# 

Jby Sheffield Duke of Buckingham, consequently lay under of coroply* 

to which was originally intended ing with the public taste^ however 

this epitaph : depraved, we shall surely not re- 

This Sheffield rais'd. The !»aercd dust ^^8© our pardon td the compelled 

below writer, nor our credit to those of 

^is Dryden once; the rest who does hh contemporaries, who were in- 

not know ? tiniaiely acquainted with him, and 

Which was afterwards changed into who have assured us there was no-' 

the plain inscription now Upoii it, thing remarkably vicious in his 

vit. I. DRYD^, personal character. 

NatusAug. 9, 163 1. From some parts of > his history 

^J?"^^^'^^il ^* I'^'^i:^ t . h6 appears unsteady, and to have 

Jehann^s Sheffield, Du^^^Back.rfgham,. ^^^ [^^^.^^ temporized with the 

, , ^ ! ! . „, 9^ver^\ revolutions in church and 

Mr. Dart ni uis poem on West- .^^^^^ ^.j^^^^ however, might in 

minster Abbey, takes notice of some measure have been owing to 

this; and, after having mentioned j^at natural timidity and diffidence 

something of Mr. Dryden s cha- j^ j^j, disposition, which almost aU 

racter^ says : the writers seem to ^ agree in h\i 

*♦ This Sheffield knew, nor trifled with possessing. Congreve, whose aa«» 

-. <, his fame j tliority cannot be suspected, has 

** But only bade the btisto bear his ^^ . , '^ r v-^ 

jj^j^^ .. given jas such an account of him, 

as makes hinl appear no less am^* 

Mr. Dr>'den's character has been able iii his private character as A 

v6ry differently drawn by differ- nian, than he was illustrious in bis 

ent hands 3 some of which have public one as a poet. In the 

exalted it to the highest degree of former light, according to that 

commendation, and others debased gentleman, he was horoaiie, com* 

it to the severest censure, The passionate, forgiving, and sincerdy 

latter, however, we must ascribe to friendly j of an extensive read* 

that strong spirit of party, which ing^ a tenacious memory, and a 

prevailed during great part of ^ady communication 5 gentle in 

Dryden's time, and ought there- the corrections of the writings of 

fore to be taken with great allow- others, and patient under the w- 

ances. Were we indeed fo form prehension ofhis own deficiencies j 

a judgment of the author from easy of access himself, but sloW 

some of his dramatic writings, we and diffident in his advances tp 

should perhaps be apt to conclude others j and of all men the most 

him a man of the most licentious modest and the most easy to be 

morals -, many of his comedies con- discountenanced in his approaches, 

taining a great share of looseness, either to his superiors or his equals, 

even extending to obscenity j but As to his virritings, he is perhaps 

if we consider that, as the poet the happiest in the harmony of his 

tells us, numbers, of any poet who ever 

Those who live to please, must please to lived either before or since his 

^^^5 time, not even Mr. Pope himself 

if we tlien look back on the scan- excepted. His imagination is ever 

dalous license of the age he lived warm, his images are noble, his de« 

\nj the indigence which at tia^ scrlptions bvdtttiful, and hta vsn^ 
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laments just and becoming. In ^* parts did not decline with hit 
his prose he is energetic without ** years, but that he was an im- 
bonabast, concise without pedantry, ' *' proved writer to the last, even 
and clear without prolixity. As a '*' to near seventy years of age j 
dramatist he has, perhaps, the least '^ improving even in fire and ima* 
merit of all his writings 5 and, in- '' gination as well as in judgment 1 
deed, the fair confession which he ** witness his Ode on St, Ccectlia^s 
has made of his unfitness for the '* Day, and his Fables, his latest 
waiting of comedy (and his comic *' performance. He was equalljr 
pieces it is that have been the most ** excellent in verse and prose, 
severely handled by the critics) *' His prose had all the clearness 
would, one might imagine, have " imaginable, without deviating 
been sufficient to silence the cla- " into the language or diction of 
inour of that snarling band. The *' poetry. In his poems, his die- 
passage is in his admirable Essay ^^ tion is, whenever his subject re- 
o« Dramatic Poetry : '^ 1 want '' quires it, so sqblime, and so truly 
" (says he) that gaiety of hiunour *' poetical, that its essence, like 
'* that is required in it. My con- " that of pure gold, cannot be 
^* versation is slow and dull, my *' destroyed. Take his verses, and 
^^ humour saturnine and reserved, '* divest them of their rhymes, 
'' In short, I am none of those who "' disjoint them of their numbers, 
^' endeavour to break jests in com- '' transpose theirexpressions, maka 
'' pany, and make reparteci } so ^* what arrangement or disposition 
" that those who decry my come- " you please in his words j yet 
^' dies, do me no injury, except it '* shall there eternally be poetry, 
^* be in point of profit. Reputa- *' and something which will bo 
''tion in them is the last thixig to ** found incapable of being re- 
*< which 1 3hall pretend." " duced to absolute prose. What 

In tragedy also he-seems to have '^ he has done in any one species 

been very diffident of his own me^ *' or distinct kind of writing would 

rit, and conscious of the disad- " have been sufficient to have ac- 

vantages he lay under from his ** quired him 9 very great name, 

compelled necessity of rendering *' li he had written nothing but 

bis pieces popular ; and though '' his prefaces, or nothing but his 

jthere are many of them which are " songs and his prologues, each 

truly excellent, yet he teljs us, " of them would b^ve entitled 

that he never wrote any thing in ** him to the preference and dis- 

the dramatic way tp please himself '^ tinction of excelling in its 

but bis All for Lwe. Mr. Cdn- *' kind." 

greve has borne the following To the foregoing, let us' add 

strong testim/^nial to his poetical these lines by Mr. Addison, in his 

merit: Account of the greatest English^ 

** I may venture (says that gen* Poets, written April 3, l6g4 : 

'* tlemao) to say, in general terms, *< But we where artful Dryden next ap- 

** that no man has written in our pears, 

'' language so much, and such " Grown dd in rhyme, but <5harminf 

'' various matter, and in so va- ,, ^ *y^ *" y*^"* ' . 

'Tioiii manners, so well. Another ^%u[^lffords'* "* 

*' thing, I m»y say, was very pe- .. xhc sweetest aumbcrs, and the Attest 

f' cnliai: to himj which is^ that [^is . word9) 
2 
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** Whether in comic sounds or tragic airs 
** She forms her voice, she moves our 

smiles or tears. 
♦* If satire, or heroic strains, she writes, 
** Her hero plezses, and her satire bites. 
** From her no barah unartful numbers 

fall; 
*^ She wears all dresses, and she charms 

rn all." 

Besides his other numerous 
writings, he was author of, and 
concerned in, the following dra- 
matic pieces, viz. 

1. The mid Gallant. C. Acted 
1663. This was his first piece, 
but we believe not printed before 
1669. 4to. 

2. The Bival Ladies, T. C. 4to. 
1664. 

3. The Indian Emperour. T. C. 
4to. 1667. 

4. Secrei Love', or. The Maiden 
Queen. T. C. 4to. 1668. 
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21. The Duke of Guises T. 4to. 
1683. 

22. Albion and AllaniMm Op. 
Fol. 1685. 

23. Don Sebastian. T. 4to. 169a 

24. jimphytrion. C. 4to. 16^0.. 

25. King Arthur. D. O. 4lo. 
I69I. 

26. Cleomems % or. The Sporian 
Hero. T. 4to. 1692. 

27. Love triumphant. T.C. 4ta. 
1694. 

He also brought upon the stage a 
play, of which he only wrote one 
scene,' called 

The Mistaken Husband. Com. 
4to. 1675. 

The disorderly manner in which 
Dryden^s funeral was conducted is 
ascertained by a satirical poem, 
entitled Description of Mr. Dry* 
den's Funeral, printed in fol. 17OO. 



5. Sir Martin Mar^aU^ C. 4to. The author of these verses, bow- 



legs. 

6. The Tempest. C. 4 to. I67O. 

7. Tyrannick Love; or. The 
Roj/al Martyr. T. 4to. I670. 

8. An Evening's Love 5 or. The 
Mock Astrologer. C. 4to. I671. 

9. The Conquest of Granada. T. 
4to. 1672. 

lO.Almanzor andAlmahide; Of, 
The Conquest of Granada. Part II. 
4to. 1672. 

1 1 . Marriage Alamode, C. 4to. 
J 673. 

12. The AssignaHen-, or. Love 
in a Nunnery. C. 4to. 1673. 

13. Amboyna. T. 4to. I673. 

14. The State of Innocence, and without merit : 
Fall if Man. O. 4 to. 1 676. 

15. Aurengzebe. T. 4to. 1 676. 
1^. All fox Love. T. 4to. 1678. 
17. CEdipus. T. 4to. I679. 

*18. Troil}t5 and Cressida. T. 
4to. 1679. 

19. The Kind Keeper 5 or, Mr. 
Limberham. C. 4co. l6S0. 

20. The Spanish Fryar. T. C. 
4to. 168I. 



ever, makes no mention of the 
outrages said to have been com* 
rait ted by the son of Lord Jefieiys. 
Had such a circumstance happen- 
ed, he hardly would have omitted 
it. This writer asserts, that the 
expense of the funeral was de« 
frayed by Lord Haliiaa : 

'* — such as wioteour country to enslave, 
'* His kindness follows even tothegiaye. 
*< He the great bard at Us own charge an 

terSf 
*• Anddyingvicetolivin3;irorthprelef5.*' 



which 
not 



The following lines. 
Dr. Garth is described. 



'' But stay, my Muse, the learned GartH 

appears, 
<* He sighing comes, and is half drown'd 

in tears : 
<< The femous Garth> whom learned poelt 

caH 
** Knight of the ord^r of the urinal. 
<< Heof Apollo leam'd his wondrous skilly 
^' H^ taught him ho^pr lo sins, and bo« 
' to kill; ^ • • 
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r aU he spmls unto the darksome 

grJtve 
: honours al^o with'an epitaph *. 
: entertained the audience vi'ith ora- 
tion, 
ough very new, yei something out 

of fashion ; 
t 'cause the hearers are with learning 

blest, 
said a in the language of the beast ; 
t so pronounc'd, the sound and sense 

agrees 
country mouse talks better in a 

cheese, 
"^ext him the sons of music pass 

along, 
1 murder Horace in confounded 

song, 
lose monument, more durable than 

brass, 
low defacM by every chanting ass. 
man, at Tyburn doomM to take a 

swinging, 
uld stay to hear such miserable 

singing." 

om an epigram printed shortly 
his death, we learn that Dry- 
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original perforofier of AmarillU 
*' in The Rehearstd], at the Mul- 
" berry Gardeni when our author 
^'adtanced to a sword and che-^ 
" dretix wig; [This was probably 
'' the wig that Swift ha3 ridicul^ 
*' in The Battle of the Books.^ 
*' Posterity is absolutely mistaken 
" as to that great man. Though 
'^forced to be a satirist, he was 
" the mildest creature breathing, 
* " and the readiest to help the 
" young and deserving. Though 
*' his comedies are horribly full o£^ 
*' double entendre, yet it was ow- 
*' ing to a false compliance for si 
" dissolute age : he was in com- 
" pany the modestest man that 
*' ever conversed." 

He bkd, however, as Dr. John- 
son has observed, no mean opi- 
nion of his own abilities. Of this 
an anecdote, which a late* leamed 

ad a severe, unanimated coun- j^clg^ used to relate to his son, af-< 

loe: 



Iff/^ eye he shows^ and no sweet 
feature, 

was in truth a favourite of na- 
ture." 

5 Epigrams on the Paintings 
£ most eminent Masters, by 

Esq. 8vo. 1700. 
curiosity is interested in every 
:ular relating to so great a 

the. following anecdotes are 
ps worth preserving: " I 
nember plain John Dryden 
y^ a writer in The Gentleman's 
igaxine, for February 1745, 

was then eighty-seven years 
ige), before he paid his court 
the great, in one uniform 
thing of I»^orwich drugget. 
ave eat tarts with him and 
•dam Beeve [an actrees, who 

1 Dryden*8 mistress^ and the 

It, Oldys, in one of his MSS. men- 
diat Garth's epitaph on Dryden was 
possession. It is not however, we 
, BOW extant. 



terwards a dignitary in the church, 
is a sufHcient proof. In his youth 
he frequented Will's cofiee-house, 
and occasionally entered into cofi<« 
versation with the old bard. Soon 
after the first appearance of ^/at- 
ander*s. Feast, he congratulated the 
author on his haying produced an 
ode which the whole town con- 
sidered as the best composition of 
that kind that had ever been writ** 
ten. '' Why, it is so (said Diy^ 
den) 3 and I will tell you iurther, 
young man ; it is th<^ h^st; vode. 
" that ever will be wrhten.** 

For the first fnfay of Dryden, 
which was p^bli^ed by the elder 
Tonsoi;^ the^pripe given was twenty 
po^E^. This sum the bookseller 
(whose shop was then ip the street 
Bear Qray*s Inn) was; unable to 
r^ise withovkt applying to :A|bel. 
Siw^le, then a bookseller in Little^ 
Britain, who advance^ the monev^ 
for a moiety of the profits. The 
play spldi a^d Tonson was ea<^ 
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iat>led by i^ to putchase the sue- 1.* The Divorce. M.fe« 4to^ 

Ceediog.oneaonbis ownTbottQiii. 177 1- 

Drydbn, Johk> Jan. This 2. The Haunted Grove. M. S. 

gentleman was second son to the 1772* N. P. 

(reat poet last mentioned. He Dubois, P. B. a bachelor of 

went early to Rome^ where he was St. Mary Hall» Oxford^, tnnslated 

entertained by the Pope as. one of from the Italian 
(he gentlemen of his bedchamber^ ' Aminia.^ Past. Com. 12010. 

«and atiWhich place he died; but 1726.. 

in what year that event happened DcjoleV, Hbnht Bath> is the 

w6 cannot trace • with certainty, fion of a clergyman^ who had a 

It is probable he did not long sur- living at or near Ghehnsfordi io 

•Tive his father. In 1700 and 1701^ Essex; and is himself in bdy 

iie accompanied Mr. Cecill in a orders^ LL. D. and chancellor of 

voyage to Sicily and Malta, of the diocese of Ferns, in Ireland. 

.which a narrative by him was Mr. Dudley has distingQisbedhim- 

pablished in Svo. 177^^ by an self as a magistrate for the county 

anonymous reditor, who dates his of Essex, and as a land-improver, 

death a few months after his returti ift which latter character >he has 

to Rome. He translated also the obtained the gold medal from th^ 

14th Satire of Juvenal i and, while Society of Arts. He is also wdl 

abroad, wrote one play, which he known as a political wril!er>4md as 

.^eot over to his &ther, who at' the original projector aix| oon** 

length brought it on the stage> ductor of The Mormng HefaU 

though not tUl some years after it ^^ewspaper. His dramatic produo 

was written. It is entitled tlons are as follow: 

The Jiusband his own Cuckold. 1. Henry and Emma. Liter). 

C. 4to. 1696; ^vo.1774. 

Dubois, Dorothea, was the 2. The Rwal Candidates. . Com. 

wife of a musician, and daughter Op. 8vo.' i77^> 

of the Earl of Anglesea, by Anne 3. TheBlaek<imoorAi^asKdWhiU. 

•i^ympson, a ladf^ who asserted her- Com. Op. 1776. N. P. 

self to be wife of his Lordship, 4. The Flitch of Bacon. C. Q. 

though disowned by him. In cour 8vo. 1779- ' 

sequence of this disputed right, 5. DramaHc Puffers, Prel. Sfjx 

the jwesent lady was never ac- 1782. 

Jknowledged as legitimately be- 6. Magic Picture. T.'^o.}7BZ. 

'longing to the^famity, but passed 7* The Woodman. C. O. 8yo. 

most of her life ib great indigence 17^1* 

and ineffectual attempts lo establish 6. Travellers in Switzerland 
lier claim to th^t diitinction, which C. O. Svo. 1794. 
ahe also used in the titk-pages of Puffet, Thomas. Hiis an- 
ker writings^ caitiug herself the thor was a milUber in the Hs^ 
Hi. Hon. Lady Dorothea Dubois, Exchange f but, hisgenms leadiDj^ 
She printed an account of her own him to draroaftic poetry, be wrot^ 
mory in a<W0rk called Theodota, a several pieces for the sfagje, whtd) 
povel^ in two vols. 1/70 f nub- at first met with, good 9accesi» bat 
li8hed>TA<; Lad\f$ Polite Secretary^ afterwards ^su^k into .conteoipt airf 
1771 y«nd died in ' Dublin ;ibout oblivion: and,. indeed, the finroiu^ 
^auugry 1774. Sh&wrate, abln reception th^ fiMind-at tBiitf 
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£ist appearance^ seems not to have 5. Beauty's Triumph, M, 4U)u 
been so much owing to the genius 167^, 

of their author^ which was but of 6. Psyche Debauched. C, 4to. 
a very moderate rank^ as to that I678. 

fondness of abuse and scurrility Among these^ however^ the first 
which has been almost at all times is every where mentioned as by an 
prevalent with the public^ and unknown author^ excepting by 
Mr. DufTet stood more indebted to Langbaine, who attributes it to 
the great names of those authors this writer, 
whcfie works he attempted to bur- Duncak, Geo. A person of 
lesque and ridicule^ viz. Dryden^ this name is author of 
Shadwdl> and Settle, than to any The Constant Lover. V.SvoAjgS. 
merirt of his own. Travestie and Duncombb, William. This 
burlesque will ever create a laugh ; gentleman was the younger son of 
but, however intended, can never John Duncombe, Esq. cf Stocks, 
. do any essential hurt to perform- in Hertfordshire.- He married a 
ances of real worthy nor could 7%i? sister of Mr. Hughes, author of 
Mock Tempest J Psyche^ or Empress 'The Siege of Damascus, and was 
i(f Morocco, lessen, in the opinion the writer and editor of several 
^ the judicious, the value of the agreeable works. He assisted Mr. 
<Mriginals on which they are found- Hughes in writing the tragedy 
ed : and> although now and then of Sophy Mirxa/ and afterwards 
a great genius and a true fund of obliged the world Aidth an edition, 
bumour may stamp immortality on in ^ ^ols. 1 2mo. of Mr. Hughes's 
9 burtesque, as in the case of Scar« works, to which he prefixed an 
ron's Firgil Travestie, find Ck>tton's account of his life. Mr. Duncombe 
iSrarronte^^^; yet, wherea deficiency died Feb. 26, 1769, at the age of 
of those biilliant qualities is appa- fourscore years. 
rent> and a vein pf scurrility and His dramatic works are, 
personal ill-nature indulged, as in 1. AthaUah, T. 8vo. 1722. 
the above-named works of Mr. % Lucius Junius Brutus, T. 
Dufiet, though they may for a short Bvo. 1 735 i 12 mo. 1 747. 
Aeriod draw-in the public to join Dunlap, William, an Ame- 
m the l^ugh with them, yet it will rican dramatist, who has produced 
ooostantly be found, in a little the following pieces : 
time, to exchange it for laughing 1. The Archers. O. Svq. 1790* 
41/ them, and at length to condemn 2. Tell Truth and Shame the 
tbeni to a perpetual obscurity an(t Devil. C. 8vo. 1797* 
contempt. 3. Andr4. T. 8vo. 1798. 

The pieces Mr. Duffet has lefl 4. Alaellino, the Great Bandit, 
behind him, the best of which were P. 12mo. 1802. 

those which met with the. worst Dunlop, . To a person 

success, are six in number, viz. of this name we have seen ascribed 

\^AmoTOU9 MlVbman. C, 4io. a piece called 
l€74. Darby* s Return. 1789- 

2. Spanish Rogue, Ci 4to. Dunstbr, Charles, an ele« 
I6f4, gant scholar, acute critic, and in« 

3. jpmpress of Morocco. F. 4to. genious poet, who has distinguish- 
IG74. ed himself as the editor of Philips's 

4s Mock tempest. 4to. IG75. Oder, and Miiton*s Parcdk^ Eft« 
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gained, with some valuable notes. casioDS^ and were of no fittio 

He is also the translator from service to the party in whose cause 

Aristophanes of he wrote; which> together with 

The Frogs, C. 4to. 1785. his natural vivacity and |pM>d- 

DuFUis, Thomas Skelton. To humour^ obtained lum the ravoor 

a writer of this name we &id of great numbers of penons of aU 

ascribed ranks and conditions. The Duke 

Elijah, Orat. 4to. 1789* of Albemarle^ son of General 

D*Urfey^ Thomas. This an- Monk> had him frequently at hit 

thor^ who is more generally spoken table to divert his company in that 



of by the familiar name of Tom^ 
was descended from an ancient fa- 
mily in France. His parents^ be- 
ing Hugonots> fled ffom Roche])e 
before it was besieged by Lewis 
XIII. in 1628, and settled at 
Exeter, where this their son was 
born, but in what year is uncer- 
tain. He was originally bted to 



way } of which he was not a little 
vain, as we may gather from part 
of a song made upon him at that 
time : 

— ^— '< He prates like a pamt ; 
** He sups with the Duke, 
** And he lies' in a garfet." 

Nay, even crowned heads have 
condescended to admit him to their 



^e Uw J but soon finding that pro- p^gence, and seemed not a little 
fession too saturmne for his volatile ^j^^^^ ^ y^^^^ . j^ j, ^^ ^^^^^^ 
and lively genms, he <}uitted it, to "^ 

become a devotee of the Muses ji 
in which he met with no small suc- 



cess. His dramatic pieces, which 
are very numerous, were in general 
well received j yet there is not 
one of them now on the muster- 
roll of acting plays; that licen- 



to hear this of so merry a monarch 
as Charles the Second } but even 
King William, who was of so re- 
served a temper, and so little fond 
of mnstc, or any amusements of 
that kind, would needs have D*Ur- 
fey one night to sing to him -, and 



roil oi acung pwy5, uiat »«:«- a gentleman, who was commanded 

tiousnes^of lotngue, looseness of to accompany hit voice with his 

sentiment, and mdelicacy of wit, instrument, related, that the King 

which were their strongest recom- ^^^^^ j^^^ily, and ordered 

mendations to the audiences for ^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ .^^^ 

whom they were written, having ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^ afterwards 

veiy justly banished them from gave him for singing a song to her, 

the stage m this^ peaod of purer ^^^^^^ ^„ purple to ridi^le that 

taste. Yet are they very far from ^^^^ ^J respectable lady the 

being totally devoid of merit. The p,j„ J^^ Sophia, WressDowager 

plots are m general busy, mtric^^, ^^ Hanoyer; which began, 

and entertaining J the characters • , o ^ 

not ill drawn, although rather too ", '^^ i^^^^i ^ *^ V^^% 

focical i and the lan|uage, if not ^^' ^^^"^"" °^ "^^^'^ • 

perfectly correct, is yet easy, and and for which Her Majesty or- 

well adapted for the dialogue of dened him fifty guineas. 

comedy. But what obtain^ Mr. He was strongly attached to the 

D'Urfey his greatest reputation, Tory interest} and, in the latter 

was a peculiarly happy knack part of Queen Anne*s reign, bad 

he possessed in the writing of sa- frequently the honour of diverting 

tires and irregular odes. Many that Princess with witty catches 

of these were upon temporary oc*^ and songs of humour, suited to the 
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spirit of the fimes, written by him- 
self^ and which he sung in a lively 
aod entertaining manner: and the 
author of The Guardian, who> in 
No. 67* has given a very humo- 
rous account of Mr. D*Urfey, with 
a view to recommend him to the 
public notice for a benefit play, 
tells us, that he remembered King 
Charles II. leaning on Tom D'Ur- 
fey*s shoulder more than once, and 
humming over a song with him. 

He was certainly a very divert- 
ing companion, and a cheerful, 
honest, good-natured man; so that 
he was the delight of the most po- 
lite companies and conversations, 
from the banning of Charles XL's 
to the latter part of King Geo. I.'s 
reign ; and many an honest gentle- 
man got a rq)utation In his coun- 
ty by pretending to have been in 
company with Tom ^D'Urfey: yet, 
80 universal a favourite as he was, 
it is apparent, that, towards the 
latter part of his life, he stood in 
need of assistance to prevent his 
passing the remainder of it in a 
cage like a singing-bird $ for, to 
speak in his own words, as repeated 
by the above-named author, '* af« 
" ter having written more odes 
'' than Horace, and about four 
" times as many comedies as Te- 
" rence, he found himself re- 
'' duced to great difficulties by the 
" importunities of a set of men, 
" who of late years had furnished 
" him with the accommodations 
"of life, and would not, as we 
'* say, be paid with a song." Mr. 
Addison then informs us, that, in 
order to extricate him from these 
difficulties, he himself immediate- 
ly applied to the ■ directors of the 
playhouse, who very generously 
agreed to act The Plotthtg Sisters, 
a play of Mr. D*Urfey*s,*for the 
benefit of its author. What the re- 
sult of this, benefit was, does not 



appear; but it was probably suifi' 
cient to make him easy, as ^e £nd 
him living and continuing to write 
with the same humour and liveU-* 
ness to the time of his death, which 
happened on the 26th of February 
1723. What was his age at this 
time is not certainly specified any 
where; but he must have been con- 
siderably advanced in life; his first 
play, which could scarcely have 
been written before he was twenty 
years of age, having made its ap-» 
pearance forty-seven years before. 
He was buried in the church- 
yard of St. James's, Westminster ; ' 
against the wall in the south-west 
angle of which church, on the 
outside, is erected a stone to his - 
memory, with this inscription ; 
" Tom Dubfey died Feb. 2d, 
*' 1723." 

Those who have a curiosity to • 
see his ballads, sonnets, &c. may 
find a large number of them 
brought together in a collection 
in six volumes in duodecimo, 17I9» 
entitled Wit and Mirth ; or, PUls^ 
to purge Melancholy*, of which 
The Guardian, in No. 29, speaks 
in very favourable terms. The 
titles of his dramatic pieces may- 
be found in the ensuing list : 

I. Siege of Memphis, T. 4to. 
1676. 

2,FondHusland*y or. The Plot-^ 
ting Sisters, C. 4to. 1676. 

3. Madam Fickle. C. 4to. 1 677. 

4. Fool tum'd Critic. C. 4to, 
1678. 

5. Trick for Trick. C. 4to.l678.. 
(r.SguireOld'Sapp.C. 4to. 1679. 

7. Virtumis Wife. C. 4to. 168O. 

8. Sir Bamaby Whigg. C. 4tp- 
168I. 

9. Royalist. C. 4to. l6S2. 

10. Injured Princess, T.C. 4tov 
1682. 

II. Commonwealth of Women:^ 
Play. 4to.V^^Q. 
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12. BanSiti. Play. 4to. l686. 29. The Two Queers of BreHi- 

13. Fools freferment C. 4to. ford, M. F. 8vo. 172I. 

ioss. . 

14. Bussy D'Amhois. T. 4to. 



I6&1. 

15. Love for Money. C. 4to. 

1691. 

16. Marriage-haier matcKd. C. 
4to. 1692 

17. Bichmond Heiress, C 4to. 

18. Bon Quixote. C. Part X. 
4to. 1694. 

19. Dob Quixote. C. Part II. 
4to. 1694. 

20. Don Quixote. C. Part III. 
4to. 1695. 

^1. Cy;z/Aia andEndyvdon. D.O. 
4to. 1697. 



30. Grecian Heroine. T. Sm 

1721. 

31. Ariadne. O. 8vo. 1721. 
After his death was puUished* 

32. The English Stage ftaUem^ 
ized. D. E. 8vo. 1727, 

DuTToN, Thomas, A.M« has 
published 

Pizarro in Peru. Svo. N. D. 

[1799.] . 
DwYER, P. W. We find one 

dramatic piece ascribed to a person 

of this name ; viz. 

The Soldier of Fortune. Com« 
. 8vo. N. D. 

DymocKj — • To a gentle* 
man of this name may be ascribed 



22. Intrigues ai Verscilles. (X a translation from Guarini, of 
4to. lQ97* which two editions were printed 

23. Campaigners. Com. 4to.' in the 17th century. In the dedi- 
1693. cation of the first to Sir Edward 

24. Massaniello. PIay> in two Dymock, the translator, who is 
Farts. 4to. I6995 4to. 1700* spol^en of as his near kinsman, is 

25. Bath. C. 4to. 17OI. mentioned to be then dead; and 

26. Wonders in the Sun. CO. from the second, to Charles D^"* 



4to. 1706. 

27. Modem Prophets. C. 4to. 
JST.D. [1709.] 

28. Old Mode and the New, C. 

.4to. N. p. [1709.] 



mock, Esq. it may be inferred that 
he ^as that gentleman^s father. 
The play is entitled 

n Pastor Fido j or. The Faki^ 
Shepheard. 4to. 1602} 12mo. l633, 



^sm 
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B. K. See K. F. 

Ea&le, William, Jqu. is the 
son of a respectable bookseller in 
Albemarle Street, Piccadilly, and 
Jias written two dramatic pieces, 
viz. 

1. IV^atural Faults. C.SvoAjgQ. 

2. The rtllagers. Petite Piece. 
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EccLES, Ambrose. This gen* 
tleman was a native of Ireland, 
who, after a regular course of edo- 
cation in the college of publin, 
went to the Continent, intending 
to make what is called the tour of 
Europe. From France he pro- 
ceeded to Italy; but ill h^th 
coippelled bim to forego tb^fur* 
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Aerim>6ecatioD of his design, and ^ ing to the cotnlbm of hfe sur- 
to return home. Idolizing Shak-'; '^ rounding teDanti7'^ an^ ethibit- 
speare^ he often lamented that his " ing a model "t^rthj ihe imita- 
dramas had suffered in their struc* *' tion of every country gentle* 
tare from the ignorance or care- " man." 

lessness of the first editors. Thi& • Ecclbstonx^ Edward. ' Of 
determined hini to attempt a trans- thig gentleman we know no more 
position of the scenes, in different than^ that he wasr author of one 
places^ from the Order in which dramatic piece, entitled 
they have been handed down by Noah's Flood. O. 4to. 167.9. 
Miccessive editions. " This,** says It was afterwards republished by 
he, in a modest preface to his edi- two different titles^ viz. 
tion of Lear, " will doubtless be The.Catadysjn, 1685 3 £^ 
•* thought by many a hardy inno- The Dehige, 16&I. 
'^ vation ; but if it- be considered Echard, LaWrbncx, This 
in what a disorderly and neg- gentleman wafi the sdn of Thomas 
lected state this author's pieces Echard, a, clergyman^ abd was 
are reported to have been left born at Barsham, in the county of 
by bim^ and how little certainty Suffolk, in the year 1671, He 
•■•there is. that the scenes have received his early educatioii in the 
«' hitherto preserved their original house ctf" his father; and at the 
•'arrangement, the presumption age of seventeen. May 2€^ 1^S7» 
•^ "with which this attempt is was admitted a sizer of Christ's 
•' chargeable> will admit of much College, in Cambridge, where he 
•' extenuaticM); and it were at least took the degrees of B. A. ifr 1^1 , 
^' to be wished, that no privilege and of M. A. in I^. Hcf after- 
*• of alteration more injurious to wards entered into holy orders> and 
*' Shakspeare had ever been as* was presented to the living of 
•• sumed by any of his editors." Weston and Elkinton, in Lincoln- 
What Mr.r Eccles attempted, he shire,^whereh© spent above twenty 
accomplished with great ingenuity year$ of his life. He was also 
and much taste in his editions of made prebendary of Lincoln^ and, 
the following plays, to each of on the 12th of August. 1 7 12> in- 
which he assigned a separate vo- stalled archdeacon of Stow. By 
hime ; . King George the First he was pre-* 

1 . Cymheline. ' 8vt). 1703. sentcd to the livings of Rendel^^ 

- '1. King Lear. 8vo. 17^3. sham, Socburn,and Alford, in Sof- 

3. Merciiant of Venice. Qvo. folk, at which places he lived 
1805k - "about eight years in a Continued 

JSach volume contains, not "only ill state of health. -■ Being advised 
aotes and illustrations of various to go to Scarborough for the use 
x>mmentators, with remarks by of the waters, he proceeded as far 
he editor, but the several critic&l as Lincoln ; but the^e declining 
tod historical essays that have ap- very fest,''he was inca^ble of pro- 
>eared at diflfereht times respect- scenting his journey | and on the 
ng each piece. Mr. Eccles died 1 6th' of August 1730, going to 
n I8O9, at an advanced age, at take the air, he died in his chariot, 
lis seat of Cronroe, Ireland/where, and was buried on the 19th of th© 
ive are told, he had " long resided same mo»th in the chancel of St. 
* iq elegant* hospttali^y^ mintster- Mary Magdalen's churclx ItC Ikie* 

? 4 
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Co1d> without any grave-stone or EowABibs, Miss. Ofthisbdf 

other monument of him. He ac- we know only that she wrote 

quired a great reputation by his Othx^ and RtUha, Dram. Tak. 

writing, more especially his His- 12mo. 178I. 

iory ^ England, which, though Edwards, P.H. Thisnamcwe 

ykdently attacked by Oldmixon, is find preiixed to the following piece : 

still held in considerable estima- Tm Imperial Cansfnrator Over- 

lion. In the dramatic way he has thrown, A Serio-Burlesque Per- 

produced nothing original, nor any formance. 8vo. 1808. 

thing intended for theatrical re- Edwards, Richard. This very 

pr^entation ; but has, however, early writer was bom in Somerset'^ 

given the w(>rld translations, from shi^^ in 1523, and was admitted a 

Plautus and Terence, of the nine scholar of Corpus Cbristv College, 

following comedies, viz. in Oxford, i^^nder the iuitioQ of 

1. Amphytrion. George Etherege, May 11* 1540. 

2. Epidicus. In the beginning of 1547> being 

3. Rudens, 8vo. l6g^; 12mQ» only twenty-four years of age^ t^e 
I J 16. was elected a student of the upper 

4. Andria. table of Christcburch, at its found- 

5. Eunuch, atiou by King Henry VIIJ. and 

6. HeautontimorQumenos, tlie same year took his degree as 

7. Adelphi. master of arts. In the beginning 
' 8. Hecyra. of Queen Elizabeth^ he was made 

g,' Phormio, 8vo. I694. one of the gentlemen of ber cha- 

Edmead, Miss, was author of pel, and teacher of music to the 
one piece acted at Norwich, called children of the choir. Chetwood 
The Events of a Bay. Ser. Dr. asserts, but upon wl^t foundation 
1795. N. P. we know not, that he had a license 

Edward the Sixth. It is as- granted him by that monarch to 
serted by Holland, in his Hero^ superintend the children of the 
plogia, as quoted by Mr. Walpole^ chapel as Her Majesty's company 
p. 23, Royal Authors, vol. i. tliat of comedians; or, in other terms, 
this monarch not only wrote notes h^d a patent as manager of a thea- 
from the lectures or sermons he tr^ royal in that reign. Be that as 
heard, but composed a most ele- it may, it is certain that he was 
gant comedy, the title of which esteemed both an excellent poet 
was and musician -, as many of his com- 

The Whore of Babylon, p^ositions in music (for he was not 

Of the existence of this piece Mr. only skilled in the executive, but 
Walpole appears to entertain some also in the theoretical part of that 
doubt. Tanner^ however, from science), and his works in poetry^ 
Bale, mentions it, and quotes ^ show ; for which he was highly 
single line from it, by which it ya^^^^ ^7 those that knew him, 
may seem to have been written i^ especially his associates in Lincoln's 
Latin. Inn, of which society he was not 

Edwards, Johv, of Qld Court;, only a ncjember;^ bpt \x^ spme re- 
in the county of Wicklo^, has. ^pects an ornament, 
publislied one play, viz. He is almost one of our first 

Ahradates and F^ntkeQ,. Trag. dramatic writers, having left be-, 
gyp. 180^. ' t^ind higa three pieces y^h^ch yferp 
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represented on the stage, the latest 
of which as early as 1366. Their 
titles are, 

1. Damon eUnd Pithias. C. 4to. 
N. D. ; 4to. 1582. D. C. 

2. Paltemon and Arcyte. C. in 
two Parts. N. P. we believe. 

The first of these was acted at 
court and in the university, and is 



the above, death taking him away, 
much lamented by all the inge- 
nious men of his time, that very 
year 1566. He wrote several 
poems, which were published after 
his death, together with those of 
some other authors, in a collection 
entitled A Paradise of dainty Z)e- 
vises, 1578. And when he was in 



reprinted in the first volume of the ejttremity of his last sickness, 
Dodsley's CoUection of Old Plays, he wrote a poem on that occasion. 



Of the latter, Wood has furnished 
us with the following anecdote, viz. 
that being acted in Chfistchurch 
Hall, 1566, before Queen Eliza- 
beth, Her Majesty was so much 
delighted with it, that, sending for 
i^p author to her, «he was pleased 
to give him many thanks, with 
promise pf reward for his pains. 
He also tells us, that in the said 
play was acted a cry of hounds in 



which was esteemed a good piece, 
entitled Edwards^ s Soulknil} or. 
The Souks KnelL 

Eedes, RicHASD, is supposed 
to have been born in Bedfordshire. 
After an education at Westminster 
school, he went to the university 
of Oxford, where he was elected 
student of Christchurcli in 1571* 
He proceeded in arts in 1578, and 
about the same* time entered into 



the quadrangle, upon the train of orders, and became a celebrated 

a fox in the hunting of Theseus 5 preacher. In 1584, he was in- 

-with which the young scholars, stalled a prebendary in the catbe- 

who stood in thfe remoter parts of dral of Salisbury, and afterwards 

the stage and in the windows, were appointed chaplam to Queen £li- 



sp much taken and surprised, sup- 
posing it had been real, that they 
cried out. There, there — he *s caught, 
he*s caught. All which the Queen 
merrily beholding, said. Oh! «r- 
cellent ! these boys in very truth are 
ready to leap out of tlie windows ^0 
follow the hounds. He adds, more- 
over, that at a sort of private re- 
hp^rsal of this piece before the 
Queen's arrival at Oxford, in the 
presence of certain courtiers, it was 
so well liked by them, that they 
said it far surpassed Damon and 
pithias, than which they thought 
nothing cotdd be better 5 nay, some 
even said, that if the author pro- 
ceeded to writ^ any more plays 
before his death, lie would certain- 
ly run mad. This, howeyer, was 
never put to the test ; for though 
he began some other dramatic 
meces^ he ueyer finished any t>ut 



zabeth. He received the canonry 
of Christchurch in 1586. In 1589, 
he was created doctor of divinity ; 
^nd, in 1596, was made dean of 
Worcester 5 in which last station 
he remained until his death, which 
happened on the 19th of No- 
vember 1604. 

In Meres's JVit*s Treasury, 1598, 
p. 283, he is enumerated among 
tlie writers of tragedy at that pe- 
riod 3 and Wood says, that " h\s 
" younger years he spent in po- 
*^ etical fancies, and composing 
'^ plays, mostly tragedies ; but at 
*' riper he became a pious and 
*' grave divine, an ornament to 
his profession, and a grace to 
?' the pulpit." 

None of Dr. Eedes's plays are 
now existing. 

Klizabeth, Queen. Our rea- 
ders ra;a.^ i^^tSca.^^ \» «o.\^\>sfe^ ^s^ 
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]Snd tbe tiame of this illustrious The Doctor designed bis He^ 
princesd among the catalogue of phew for the church; bat our 
oar dramatic wrirersi as it is well hero having gained considerate 
known that there is no piece ex- appkuse by the deliveiy, in I7g0, 
tant as hers : yet it would be an of an English thesis, the subject 
inexcusable omission, in a work of of which was. Nemo confldai id' 
this nature, were, we to pass over mium secundis, he imbibed an im- 
unnoticed the information which mediate inclination for tbe stage; 
Sir Robert Naunton and others and shortly after performed the 
teve given us, that this princess, part of Pierre^ at the Lyceum, in 
for her own private amusement, the Strand, th^i occasionally open* 
translated one of the tragedies of ed as a private theatre. Having 
£uripides from the Greek > though after this had some trifling dis- 
which particular play it was they agreement with Dr. Roberts, he 
have none of them speci^ed» To quitted St. Paul's school, withoot 
attempt any account of the events the consent of his friends, at a 
of the life and reign of this il- time when he was fourth boy of 
lostrious sovereign, besides that it that seminary, and resdveid to try 
trould far overleap tbe bounds of bis fortune on tbe stage, 
our work, would be an act of ab- He first directed bis Tiews tt> 
solute superfluity, as it has been Bath; where, to procure the tenh* 
so well and amply executed by porary means of subsistence> he 
many historians of great abilitfes. engaged himself as elerk in a lot- 
We shall only observe, that the tery-office, and remained in that 
circumstance on which we have capacity a few weeks, till he found 
here had occasion to mention her, an opportunity of making his the- 
is one testimonial among many of atrical essayy which was in tb6 
that eminence in learning which humble character of Tressel, in 
the maintained; and that she not Richard the Third; and in whlcb 
enly was perfect mistress of most he gave great satisfaction. He was 
of the living languages, but was unfortunate, however, in his de- 
^so equally well acquainted with sire of procuring an engagement,. 
the dead ones, and conversant with the company being full. He was* 
the labours of the ingenious in soon after this recommended tq^ 
ngea far remote. and engaged by, Mr. Tate Wii- 

Elliston, Robert William, kinson at York ; but he cxperi- 
was born in 1774, in Orange Street, enced so much disappointment 
Bloomsbury. His father was a and vexatioa there, tbe principal 
lyatch maker, and the youngest son characters being nil in the p<)s-» 
of an enainent farmer at Gidgrave, session of other performers, that 
pear Orford, in Suffolk. At nine he soon became weary of his con- 
years of age, young EUistofl was ditJon, and wrote to his uncle a 
placed at St. Paul's school, where supplicating letter for pardon and 
be remained till he was sixteen ; indulgence. His application hav- 
passing his time, during the vaca- ing had the desired effect, he re- 
tiofts, at Cambridge, with his uncle turned to London, and, through 
the late Rev. Dr. Elliston, master the medium of Dr. Farmer, was 
of Sidney College, who superin- introduced to Mr. Kemble, who 
tended his education, the expense recommended him to study Ro- 
0f which he took jiipoa himself,, meo against the opening- of NCv 



2Jl9 



EL L 

'. Bat hi» patience having 
exhausted before the house 
open^ and his circumstances 
eing in. the most affluent 
be applied to Mr. Dimond^ 
ith manager^ who was then 
'mmg at the Richmond The- 
»7 whom he was immediately 
ed. On his return to Bath, 
)3, he made his appearance 



EST* 

pellatipD of '* The Telegraphy Of 
" Fortnight Actor/' But at Co- 
vent Garden he did not experience 
all that success and indulgence* 
which he had met with at the 
Haymarket : he therefore return- 
ed to his situation at Bath, and 
continued the hero of that theatre/ 
till the end of the winter-seasoa 
of 1803 f when he made his final 
character of Romeo, and bpw to his friends at Bath, and 
that his Tressel had' not prepared for a summer campaigiii 
forgotten. The indisposition On the l6th of May 1803, Mr. 
eral performers pow afforded Colman opened the Haymarket 
he long-wished-for opportu- Theatre with an independent coqd- 

pany, selected from different pro* 
vincial establishments; and Mr* 
EUiston took the lead, not only at 
principal performer, but as acting 
manager also, in the room of Mr. 
Fawcett. In 1804, he accepted a 
situation at Drury Lane, where he 
was engaged as a principal per* 
former, and to assume both sod^ 
and buskin 5 and there he con- 
tinued till the destruction of the* 
theatre by fire, in February .I8O9. 

Since that timeMr. Eliiston has 
taken *' The Royal Circus," which 
he has new-named *' The Surrey 
'* Theatre," and where, by the 
ranee at the Haymarket liberality of his management, he 
;re, in the characters of Oc- has hitherto, w6 understand> been 

very successful. 

His title to notice in this work 
rests on the following piece r 

The Venetian Outlaw, Dr. 8vo« 
1805^ 

Ersicine, the Hon. Andrew. 
We have seen this name written 
in the title*page of 

She's not Him, and He*s not^ 
Her. F. 8vo. 1764. 

Estcouet, Richabd.. Thift 
gentleman was an actor as well as 
a writer. He was bom at Tewks- 
bury, in Gloue6stershine, accord- 
ing to Chetwood, in l66S, and 
rejceived his education at the Ijatin 
jfchgol of ibiaV U>^\^ > \>\v\A)aTOx%«Kv 



f calling into action a versa- 
3f powers which was before 
>wn, even to himself. He 
red in tragedy, comedy, 
, and pantomime, with such 
is> that he declined the pro- 
engagement at New Drury, 
stained his situation at Bath. 
179^, Mr. Elliston married 
t respectable public character 
ii, a Miss Rundall, as cele- 
l for her beauty as for her 
in teaching dancing; and 
" three weeks after mar- 
ie," that is to say, on the 
of June, he made his first 



I (in The Mountaineers) and 

II (xn My Grandmother). He 
played Sheva, Sir Edward 
mer, &c. &c. and his success 
qual to his wisli^s. 
e growing reputation of Mr. 
>n at length induced Mr. 
5 to engage him to play, at 

intervals, at Covent Garden 
re 'y an indulgence kindly 
^ by* Messrs. Palmer and 
nd, with whom he had now 
red his articles for thrqe 
The novelty of this un- 
cing occasioned considerable 
isy in the green-room, ai^d 
d our hero the facetious ap^ 
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Mriy inclination for the stage^ he to London^ and bound bim ap* 
stole away from his father's house prentice to an apothecary in Hatton 
at fifteen years. of age J and joined Garden. From this confinement 
a travelling company of come- Mr.Chetwood,who probably might 
dians then at Worcester -, where, have known him, and perhaps had 
for fear of being known, he made these particulars from his own 
his first appearance in female month, tells us^ that lie broke 
attire, in the part of Roxana, in away, and passed two years in Eng- 
Alexander the Great, But his fa- land in an itinerant life ; thoagb 
ther, having notice of « it, sent to Jacob, and Whincop afler him, 
secure the fugitive, who made his say that he setup in business, but 
escape in a suit of woman's clothes not finding it succeed to his liking, 
that he borrowed of one of the quitted it for the stage. Be this 
itinerant ladies, and trudged it to however as it may^ it is certain 
Chipping Norton, in Oxfordshire, that he went over to Ireland,. 
^Krenty-five miles, in one day. where he met with good success on 
When he came to the inn, beds the stage ; from whence he came 
were scarce, and he was invited back to London, and was received 
to partake of the daughter's, be- in Drury Lane Theatre. His first 
hind the bar : the young woman, appearance there was in the part 
going to bed, found the wearied of Dominic, the Spanish Fryar, in 
traveller in a profound sleeps but, which, altiiough in himself bat a 
observing a shirt instead of a very middling actor, he established 
shift, she began to suspect her de- his character by a close imitation 
signed bedfellow j and, stooping of Leigh, who had been very cele- 
to took on the dress that lay on brated in it. An4> indeed, in this 
the ground, she saw a pair of and all his other parts, he was 
man's shoes under the bed, which mostly indebted for his applause to 
convinced her that she might have his powers of mimicry, in which 
been in an odd situation, if she had he was inimitable ^ and which not 
gone to bed in the dark. Upon only at times afforded him oppor- 
the discovery, she instantly called tunitiesof appearing a much better 
in the people of the house, and actor than he really was, by en- 
waked our drowsy traveller. The abling him to copy very exactly 
landlord had designed to carry him several performers of capital me- 
decentiy to the horse-pond, till rit, whose manner he remembered 
Dick made a true confession of tlie and assumed ; but also, by recom- 
whole affair. By accident, a per- mending him to a very numerous 
son of the town of Tewksbury put acquaintance in private life, se- 
up at the said inn that night, who cured him an indulgence for faults 
knew our young disguised wan- in his public profession, that he 
♦erer ; and that knowledge signed might otherwise, perhaps, ne\'er 
his pardon. In two days after- have been pardoned j among 
wards his clothes were brought which he was remarkable for the 
him from Worcester, accompanied gratification of that " pUiful amhi" 
with a messenger from his father, " tion,'' as Shakspeare justly styles 
who led him home again to it, and for which he condemns tbo 
Tewksbury. His father, in order low comedians of his own time, 
to prevent such excursions for the of imagining he could help his au- 
Ikiiwve^ -soon after earned \x\m w^ \.ViQT>?ad foK that reason frequent? 
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ly throwing in additions of his 
' own^ which the author not only 
had never intended, but perhaps 
would have considered as most op- 
posite to his main intention. 

Estcourt, however, as a compa- 
nion, was perfectly en tertaini ng and 
agreeable 3 and Sir Richard Steele, 
in The Spectator, records him to 
. have been not only a sprightly wit, 
but a person of easy and natural po- 
liteness. In a word, his company 
"was extremely courted by every 
one, and his mimicry so much 
admired, that persons of the first 
quality frequently invited him to 
tiieir entertainments, in order to 
.divert their friends with bi^ drol- 
lery; on which occasions he con- 
stantly received very handsome 
presents for his com^Kiny. Among 
others, he was a great favourite 
with the Duke of Marlborough ; 
and at the time that the famous 
Beef Steak Club was erected, which 
consisted of~the chief wits and 
greatest men in the kingdom^ Mr. 
Estcourthadtheofficeassigned him 
of their providore ; and as a mark 
of distinction of that honour, he 
used, by way, of a badge, to wear 
.a small gridiron of gold, hung 
about his neck with a green silk 
riband. He quitted the stage 
some years before his death, which 
h^^ppened in 1713; and he was 
interred in the churchyard of St. 
Paursi, Covent Garden, where his 
brother comedian, Joe Haines, had 
been buried a few years before. 
He left behind him two dramatic 
pieces, viz. 

1. FairExampk. C. 4to. 1706. 

2. Prunella. Interl.4to. N. D. 
The latter of these was only a ridi- 
cule on the absurdity of the Italian 
operas at that time ; in which not 
only the unnatural drcumstance 
was indulged of music and har- 
mony attending on all, even the 
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naost agitating passions ; but aho 
the very words themselves, which 
were to accompany that music, 
were written in different languages, 
according as the performers who 
were to sing them happened to bo 
Italians or English. 

Etherege, Sir George. This 
gentleman, so remarkable for his 
wit and gallantry, flourished in 
the reigns of Charles II. and 
James II. He was descended from 
a very good and ancient family in 
Oxfordshire, and was bom about 
the year 1636. It is supposed that 
he received the early parts of his 
education at the university of Cam- 
bridge, though it does not appear 
that he made any long residence 
there; an inclination for seeing the 
world having led him to travel 
into France, when he was very 
young. On his return, he for 
some time studied the municipal 
laws of this kingdom, at one of the 
inns of court; but finding /that 
kind of study too heavy for his 
volatile and airy disposition, and 
consequently making but little pro- 
gress in it, he' soon quitted it for 
pleasure and the pursuit of gayer 
accomplishments. 

In 1664, he brought on the stage 
his comedy of The Comical jf£- 
venge} or, IJwe in a Tub; which 
met with good success, and intro- 
duced him to the intimacy of the 
Earl of Dorset; with whom, as well 
as other leading wits, such as the 
Duke of Buckingham, Lord Ro- 
chester, Sir Charles Sedley, &c. 
his easy unreserved conversation, 
and happy address, rendered him a 
very great favourite. The success 
of this inspired him to the writing 
of a still better comedy, viz. She 
wou'd if She cou'd. This piece 
raised great expectations of fre- 
quent additions to the amusetnents 
of the. theatre from so able z, ^\n% 
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Imt Mr. Etberege was too tnuch 
addicted to pleasure^ and had too 
few incitements from necessitj^ 
to give any constant applipa- 
tion to the belles letires, which he 
made only the amusement of a 
few leisare moments. So that he 
j)roduced but one play more> and 
that not till eight years after the 
preceding one. This was The Man 
of Mode, which is perhaps the most 
elegant comedy^ and contains more 
4)f the real manners of high life 
than any one the English stage was 
ever adorned with. This piece 
be has dedicated to the beautiful 
Dutchess of York, in whose service 
he then was, and who had so high 
a regard for him, that when, on 
the accession of King James II. 
she came to be Queen, she pro- 
cured his being sent ambassador, 
first to Hamburgh, and afterwards 
tp Ratisbon, where he continued 
till after His Majesty quitted this 
kingdom. Our author was ad- 
dicted to certain gay extravagan- 
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five or six thoosand pounds ; stie 
however died very young. 

None of the writers have exact- 
ly fixed the period of Sir CSeorge's 
death, though all seera to plaoe 
it not long afler the Revolution. 
Some say, that on that great event, 
he followed his master King James 
into France, and died there. Bat 
the authors of the Biograpkia Bri- 
tannica mention a ri^port that he 
came to an untimely death, by 
an unlucky accident at Ratisbon; 
for that„ after having treated some 
company with a liberal entertain- 
ment at his house there, where he 
had taken his glass too freely, and 
being, through his great complai- 
sance, too forward in waiting on 
his guests at their departure, flush- 
ed as he was, he tumbled down 
stairs, and broke bis neck 5 and 
so fell a martyr to jdlity and 
civility. , 

Sir George Etherege seems to 
have been perfectly formed forth* 
court and age he lived in. By 



cies, such as gaming, and a most the letters which passed between 
tinbounded indulgence in wine and him and the Duke of Buckingham, 
women ; and as by the latter of the Earl of Rochester^ and Sir 
these intemperances he l^ad great- Charles Sedley, he appears to have 
ly damaged hb countenance (for been thoroughly a libertine ui spe* 
otherwise he was a handsome man, culation as well as practice; yet; 
being fair, slender, and genteel), possessed all that elegance of sen- 
«o by the former he had greatly timent, and easy affability of ad- 
impaired his fortune ; to retrieve dress, which are ever the charac- 
which, he paid his addresses to a teristics of true gallantry, but of 
rich widow } but she, being an which the libertines of the present 
ambitious woman, had detenmued age seem to have very little idea. 
90t to condescend to a marriage As a writer, he certainly was bom 
with any man who could not be- a poet, and appears to have been 
8C0W a title on her, on which ac- possessed of a genius whose viva^- 
count he was obliged to purchase city needed no Cultivation ; for 
a knighthood. It does not ap- we have no proofs of his having 
pear whether he had any issue by been a scholar. *His works have 
this lady ; but by Mrs. Barry, the not, however, escaped censure, on 
actress, with whom he lived for account of that licentiousness whichs 
some time, he had one daughter, in the general runs through them, 
an whom he settled a fortune of which renders them dangerqus to 
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joung QDgQarded minds; and tfie 
xnore so for the lively and genuine 
wit with which it is gilded over^ 
and which'has therefore justly ba« 
nished them from the purity of the 
present stage. 

Sir (jeorge left behind him only 
the three dramatic pieces we have 
before mentioned, viz. 

1 . Shx WQu'd if She cou*d. C. 
4to. 1638. 

2. Comical Revenge. C, 4to. 
1669. . 

3. Man of Mode. C.4t6. 1676. 
EwiNOy Captain Pbtbr> 0/ 

the marines, is the author of one 
dramatiiD piece^ called 

Tke Soldier's Opera. 8vo. N.D. 

0792.^ 

£yke, Edmund JoMn^ a oome- 
dian belonging to the Drury Lane 
company, is the son of the Rev. A. 
Eyre (late, rector of Leverington, 
in the Isle of Ely, and Oufwell, 
Norfolk, and chaplain to Dr. Law, 
late Bishop of Carlisle), by a sister 
of the Rev. Mr. Underwood, rec- 
tor of East Bamet. Mr. Eyre 
received a classical education, and 
was entered of JPembroke Hall, 
Cambridge, Becoming «tage- 
iitmck, howeveir, he quitted his 
studies, and joined a theatrical 
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company near Wixidspr 5 in which, 
as he performed not for emolu- 
ment, but practice,^ he was in- 
dulged with all the characters that 
he desired. IJe afterwards had 
engagements at Worcester and 
Bath^ and, on the 9th of October 
1800, made his first appeai^ance 
at Drury Lane, in the character of 
Jaques, in j^s You like It ; and in 
that company he has continued 
fever since, a respectable rather 
^an a great actor. 

His dramatic productions a!^ as 
follow : 

1 . The Dreamer Awake. F. Svo. 

1791. 

2. MaidofNormandj/, T. 8vo# 

1793. . 

3. Consequences, C. 8vQ. 1794. 

4. The Fatal Sisters. D. 8^ 

Svo. 1797. 

5. The Discarded Secretary. H. 
P. Svo. 1799. 

6. The Tears of Britain. Dram* 
Sketch. Svo. 

7. Vintagers. M. R. Svo. I8O9, 
The following also has been 

ascribed to this gentleman : 

8. T;^e(7a#rej. M.E.1S02.N.P, 
Mr. Eyre's father died at Ches- 

liunt, Herts, March 13> 1796, iM 
Ills 56th year. 
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Fabian, R. All we find men- 
tioned of this author is, that he' 
was^fome time on^ of the footmen 
to King George the Second, whep 
Prince of Wales ; and that he wrote 
one dr9niatic piec^, which was 
acted without, success, called, 
TnckforTficl. Coifn. &vo.l73ir. 
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Fau^and. See Caret. 

Fanb, Sia Francis, junior^ 
Knight of the Bath. This honour- 
able author lived in the reign of 
King Charles IL Hq was grai^d- 
soq to the Earl of Westmorland 
(his father being one of that no- 
bleman's younger S0U5)> ajBjlx^'^ 
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sided for the most part at Fulbeck^ 
in Lincolnshire. He was appoint- 
ed, by the Duke of Newcastle, 
governor, first of Doncaster, and 
afterwards of Lincoln. Langbaine 
gives the highest commendations 
of his wit and abilities, and mdeed 
other of his contemporaries have 
paid him high compliments. Be- 
sides some poems, he has left the 
following dramatic pieces, viz. 

1. Love in the Dark. C. 4to. 
1675. 

2. Masque for Lord Rochester's 
Valentinian. Svo. l6S5. 

3. Sacrifice. T. 4to. I686. 
Fans HAW, Sir Richard. This 

gentleman was the tenth and 
youngest son of Sir Henry Fan- 
shaw, of Ware Park, in Hertford- 
shire (who had been created a 
baronet by King Charles I. at the 
siege of Oxfotd), and brother to 
the Right Honourable Thomas 
Lord Viscount Fanshaw. He 
was born in 16O7, received the 
£rst rudiments of learning from 
that famous grammarian and cri- 
tic Thomas Farnaby, and com- 
pleted his studies at the university 
of Cambridge, from whence he 
set out on his travels for the at- 
tainment of farther accomplish- 
ments. At his return, his pro- 
mising abilities recommended him 
to the favour of King Charles I. 
who, in the yejM' 1635, appointed 
him resident at the court of Spain, 
for the adjusting of some points in 
dispute between the two powers. 

On the breaking out of the re- 
bellion he returned to England, 
and, attaching himself with great 
firmness to the royal cause, became 
intrusted in many very important 
affairs, particularly the trust of 
secretary to the Prince of Wales, 
whom he attended in many of his 
journies. 

In 1648, he was made treasurer 



of the navy, under Prince Rupert, 
which post he kept till Sept. 2, 
1650 ', when he was created a ba- 
ronet, and sent envoy extraor- 
dinary to Spain. From thence be- 
ing recalled to Scotland, where 
the King was, be served as secre- 
tary of state till the ^tal battle. of 
Worcester, in which he was taken 
prisoner, and committed for a long 
time to close confinement in Lon- 
don ; till at length, on accdunt of 
his health, he was admitted to bail. 

In February 1659, be repaired 
to the King at Breda; and return- 
ing to England at the Restoration, 
it was expected he would have 
been appointed secretary of sta^e. 
He was, however, only made mas- 
ter of requests, an honourable and 
lucrative employment, and secre- 
tary for the Latin tongue. 

In 1661, at which time he wasi 
one of the burgesses in Parliameot 
for the university of Cambridge, 
he AVas sworn a privy counsellor 
for Ireland, and sent first as en- 
voy extraordinary, but afterwards 
endowed with a plenipotentiary 
commission to the court of Portu- 
gal, where he negotiated a mar- 
ridge between his master. King 
Charles II. and the Infanta Don- 
na Catharina, daughter to King 
John VI. Being recalled in l663, 
he was sworn of the privy council, 
and, in February l6i64, sent am- 
bassador td the court of Madrid, to 
negotiate a treaty of commerce. 
During his residence there. King 
Philip died ; and Sir Richard, avail- 
ing himself of the minority of his 
son and successor, put the finish- 
ing hand to a peace with Spain, 
a treaty for which was signed at 
Madrid, Dec. 6, 1665. Having 
thus fully executed his commis- 
sions, he was preparing for his 
return to England; when> on the 
14th of June I666, he was seized^ 
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at Madrid, with a violent fever, should seem, by way of amusement 
which, on the 26th of the same and relaxation during his confine- 
month, the very day he had ap- meht. One of these translations 
pointed for setting out on his jour- is from the Italian of the celebrat- 
ney, put an end to his valuable ed Guarini, the other from the 
life, in the 59th year of his age. Spanish of Antonio de Mendoza. 
His body, being embalmed, was Their names are as follow : 
conveyed by land to Calais, and 1. // Pastor Fido, Past. 4to. 
so to London ; from whence, being 164S. 

carried to All hallows church, in 2. Qu&rer por solo querer. Dr. 

Hertford, his lady and all his sur- Rom. of three acts. 4to. 1671. 
viving children attending, it was N. B. To this piece is added 

deposited in the vault of his father- another, a traiwlation from the 

in-law. Sir John Harrison, by same Spanish author, entitled, 
whose eldest daughter Sir Richard 3. Fiestas deAranjue%Aio, I67O. 
had six. sons and eight daughters; Besides these, he translated into 

of whom, however, he left only Latin verse" a pastoral, written by 

one son and four daughters behind Fletcher, entitled. The Faithful 

him. Shepherdess, to which he has pre- 

Here it remained till the l^Bth fixed ihe Italian title of La Fida 

of May ^67 1 >. on which day it Pastor a, 

wa&removed into the parish-church Fai^ciuhar, George. This 

of Ware, in the said county, and gentleman was descended from a 
there laid in a new vault, made or 'family of no inconsiderable rank in 
purchased on purpose for him and ' the north^ of Ireland. His father, 

his family, over which was erected William Farquhar, was a clergy- 

an elegant monument for him and man, and, according to sothe. Dean 

his lady j being near the old vault, of Armagh. A late biographer, 

where all bis ancestors of Ware however, who appears to* have 

Park lay interred. good information, says his father 

His general character is very • had only a living in the church of 

concisely conveyed" by the author 150/. a year, and that he had se- 

of. the short account of his life, ven children. Our author was 

prefixed to his Letters, who says bb^n at Londonderry, in I678, 

of him, •'* That he was remark- where he received the rudiments 
" able for his meekness, sincerity, * of erudition, and from whence, as 

*' humanity, and piety, and was soon as he was properly qualified, 

"also an able statesman and a he was sent to Trinity College, 

♦' great scholar; being in particular Dublin, where he was entered as 

*' a complete master of several rao- a sizer, July I7, I6945 but the 

*' dern latiguages, especially the modes of study in that place being 

*' Spanish, which he spoke and calculated rather' for rftaking deep 

*' wrote with as miich advantage than polite scholars, and Mr. Far- 

' *' as if he had been a native." quhar being totally averse to se- 

As to his writings, there are rious pursuits, he was reckoned 

few, excepting his Letters during by all his fellow-stutients one 

his embassies (and which were n«t of the dullest young men in the 

' published till 1/02, in 8vo.), that university, and even as a com pa- 
are original J the most being nion he was thought extremely 
translations, and written, as it heavy and dvsa^^tt&\av *fc%.^T>^Ks. 
VOL, I. ^ 
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of his life, who declares that h^ come, added tq a tbin ipsufficien^if 
received his information frpm one of yoice^ were strong bars hi tbt 
of Mr. Farquhar*s intimate ac- way of his success, more especially 
quaintance, mentions this and the in tragedy. However^ qotwith- 
following circumstance ; that our standi hg these disadvantages, iti9 
author having received a college not improbable, as from bis ami- 
exercise, from his tutor, upqn the able private behaviour be was very 
miracle of our Saviour's walking much esteemed, and bad never 
upon the water, and coming into met with the least repulse froqi 
the hall for examination the next the audience in any of his per- 
day, it was found that he had not formances, that he might have 
brought his exercise written as the continued much longer oh the 
rest had done; at which the lee- stage, but for an accident which 
turer being displeased, Farquhar determined him to quit it on a 
offered to make one extempore ; sudden ; for being to play the part 
and after considering some time, of Guyomar, in Drydeu*$ /niifipi 
he observed, that he thought it no Emperor, who kills Vasquez, oofi 
great miracle, since the man that of the Spanish generals, Mr. Far- 
is born to be hanged, &c. The quhar, by some mistake, took a 
impiety of this reply quite extin- real sword instead of a foil on th^ 
guished all the approbation which stage with him^ and in the en- 
he expected from its wit, and he gagement wounded bis brother- 
was accordingly, next sitting, ex- tragedian, who acted Vasquez, in 
pelled in the usual form, tanquam so dangerous a manner, that, al- 
peslilentia hujus socktatis. An ac- though it did not prove mortal, be 
count of his life, however, which was a long time before he reco- 
bears every mark of authenticity, vered it 5 and the consideration of 
says, that he left the college of the fatal consequences that might 
Dublin in the year l6g5, on ac- have ensued, wrought so strongly 
count of the death of his patron, on our author's humane dispo^- 
Dr. Wiseman, Bishop of Dromore, tion, that he topk qp a resolution 
and makes no mention of his hav- never to go on the stage again, pr 
ing been expelled. On quitting stibmithimself to the possibility of 
college, he engaged himself to Mr. such another mistake, 
Ashbury, the manager of the Dub- Thus did Mr. Farquhar qivt 
lin. theatre, and was soon intro- the stage, at a period of liie whoti 
duced on the stage, in the charac- few have even altenqptec^ to go 
ter of Othello. In this situation on it; for at this junptur^ he coaM 
he continued no longer tha^ part not have been much more than 
of one season, nor made any very seventeen years of age; since soriio 
consi4erable figure. For though time afterwards, when Mr. Wilki, 
his person was sufficiently in his being engaged again to DrurjJ 
favour, and he was possessed of Lane Theatre, left Dublin, Mr. 
the requisites of a strong reten- Farquhar accompanied him to* 
tive memory, a just manner of London; and this event happened 
speaking, and an easy and elegant no later than in the year 1(>06, a( 
deportment, yet his natural diffi- which time he was but eighteen, 
dence and timidity, or what ia Here his abilities and agreeable 
usually termed the stagC'terror, address met with considerable en- 
whlcli he was never able to over- couragement, and in particular 1^ 
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commended him to the patronage to supply him. And with such 
of the Earl of Orrery, who gave an easy pleasantry, and yet so se- 
him a lieutenant*s commission in vere a critical justice, has he rallied 
his own regiment, then in Ireland, the foibles, follies, and vicesj even 
which he held several years, and of those characters to which he 
in his military capacity constantly might have been supposed the most 
behaved without reproach, giving ' partial, that it has been observed, 
on many occasions proofs of great if he had not been himself aa 
bravery and conduct. Irishman and an officer, it would 

But these were not all the per- have been almost impossible for 
fections which appeared in Mr. him to have avoided the resent- 
Farquhar ; and Mr. Wilks, who ments which would probably have 
well knew his humour and abili- fallen on him for the liberty he 
ties, and was convinced that he has taken in some of his pieces 
would make a much more con- with the characters of the gentle- 
spicuous figure as a dramatic wri- in^n of the army, as well as 
ter, than as a theatrical performer, with those of a neighbouring king- 
never ceased his solicitations on dom. 

that head, till he had prevailed on The success of his first play 
him to undertake a comedy, which established his reputation, and en« 
he completed and brought on the couraged him to proceed ; and the 
Stage in 1698. This was his Love winter season of the jubilee year 
and a Bottle i a comedy, which, 1700, gave the public his favourite 
though written by its author when play of The Constant Couple ; or, 
under twenty years of age, yet -^ Trip to the Jubilee i in which 
contains such a variety of inci- the gay airy humour thrown into 
dents and character, and such a the character of Sir Harry Wild- 
sprightliness of dialogue, as must ^ii** was so well suited to Mr. 
eonvince us, that even then he Wilks's talents, that it gave 
liad a very considerable knowledge bit9 such an opportunity of exer- 
of the world, and a very clear tion, as greatly heightened his re« 
judgment of the manners of man- putation with the pqblic, and in 
kind } and the success of it, even good measure repaid those acts of 
notwithstanding Mr. Wilks, the friendship which he had ever be- 
town's great favourite in come- stowed on JVJr. Farquhar. This 
dy, had no part in it, was equal piece was played fifty-three nights 
to its desert. Whether this play in the first season. The following 
made its appearance before or yearproduceda sequel to it; which, 
after he received his commission, though much the most indifferent 
does not seem very clear; but it is of a\\ his plays, yet met with to- 
evident that his military > avoca- lerable success, and indeed with 
tions did not check his dramatic much better than the comedy of 
talents, but on the contrary rather The IncoJistant, which he gave to 
improved them; since in many of the public he^^t year, vi?. in 1702, 
fats plays, more especially in his and which vastly excelled it in 
Recrmting Officer, he has admira- point of intrinsic merit. But the 
bly availed himself of the observa- failure of the last-mentioned piece 
tions of life and character, with was entirely owing to the invinda- 
if|)ich the arpay was able so amply tion of foreign entertainments of; 
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music, singing, dancing, &c. which 
at that time broke in upon the 
English stage in a torrent, seemed 
with a magical infatuation at once 
to take possession of British taste, 
and occasioned a total neglect of 
the more valuable and standard 
productions of our own country- 
men. 

This little discouragement, how- 
ever, did not put a stop to our 
author's ardour for the entertain- 
ment of the public, since we find 
bim still writing till almost the 
hour of his death j his BeaiLV Stra- 
tagem havingbeen produced during 
his last illness, and his death hap- 
pening during the run of it. We 
shall in this place complete our 
account of his plays, by giving an 
entire list of them, as follows : 

1 . Love and a Bottle, C. 4 to. 

1699- 

2. Constant Couple, C. 4 to. 

1700. 

3. Sir Harry Wildair, C. 4to. 
1701. 

4. Inconstant, C. 4to. 1702. 

5. Twin Rivals. C. 4to. I703. 

6. Stage Coach. F. (assisted by 
Motteux.) 4to. 1705. 

7. Recruiting Officer, C. 4to. 
1705. 

8. Beaux Stratagem. C. 4to. 

1707. 

As it has been generally imagin- 
ed, that in all his heroes he has in- 
tended to skeich out his own cha- 
racter, it is reasonable to con- 
jecture that his own character mast 
have borne a strong resemblance to 
that of those heroes j who are in 
general a set of young, gay, ra- 
kish sparks, guilty of some wild- 
nessr- :iud .ollies, but at the same 
time blessed with parts and abili- 
ties, and adorned with courage 
and honour. It is not therefore 
to be wondered at, that from the few 
letters of his which ave exXaul m 



print, ^e find him stroDgly sus- 
ceptible of the tenderer passions, 
and at the same time treating them 
with great vivacity and levity. 
His warmest attachment, however, 
appears to have been to her whom 
he constantly styles his dear Pene- 
lope, who is supposed to have been 
the celebrated Mrs. Oldfield. Nor 
is it at all wonderful, that he 
should find his heart engaged by a 
lady who possessed every attraction 
both of person and conversation, 
and to whose excellence in ber 
profession he owed much of the 
success of his pieces 3 nor that she 
should entertain a very peculiar 
regard for a young gentleman of 
wit, spirit, and gallantry, to whose 
first notice of her she stood in- 
debted for being on the stage at 
all, and whose dramatic labours 
afterwards afforded her many hap- 
py opportunities of recommend- 
ing herself to the public favour on 
it. And now, as we have mention- 
ed this lady, it may not be amiss 
to explain the hint thrown out 
above, that it was wholly owing 
to Captain Farquhar that she be- 
came an actress, which was in 
consequence of the following in- 
cident. 

That gentleman dining one day 
at her aunt's, who kept the Mitre 
Tavern, in. St. James's Market, 
heard Miss Nancy reading a play 
'behind the bar. This drew his 
attention to listen for a time; when 
he was so pleased with the proper 
emphasis and agreeable turn she 
gave to each character, that he 
swore the girl was cut out for the 
stage. As she had always expressed 
an inclination for that way of life, 
and a desire of trying her fortune 
in it, her mother, on this en- 
couragement, the next time she 
saw Captain Vanbrugh .(afterwards < 
^vt JqVw^^j^'Uo had a great respect 
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for the family, acquainted him and dissipated humour woijd not 
with Captain Facquhar's opinion ', easily be drawn into the matrimo* 
on which he desired to know whe- nial cage, without the bait of some 
ther her bent was most to tragedy very considerable advantage to al-. 
or comedy. Miss, being called in, lure him to it, she contrived to 
informed him, that her principal have it given out that she was pos- 
inclination was to the latter, hav- sessed of a large fortune; and find- 
ing at that time gone through all ing means afterwards to let Mr. 
Beaumont and Fletcher*s comedies, Farquhar know her attachment to 
and the play she was reading when him, the united powers of interest 
Captain Farquhar dined there hav- and vanity perfectly got the better 
ing been.The Scornful Lady. Cap- of his passion for liberty, and they 
tain Vanbrugh shortly after recom- were united in the hymeneal band*-- 
mended her to JV^r. Christopher But how great was his disappoint- 
Rich, who took her into the house ment, when he found all his pro- 
at the allowance of fifteen shillings spects overclouded so early in life 
per week.. However, her agree- (forhewas then no more than four-* 
able figure and sweetness of voice and-twenty), by a marriage from 
ioon gave her the preference, in which he had nothing to expect 
the opinion of the whole town, to but an annual increase of family, 
all the young actresses of that and an enlargement of expense in 
time ', and the Duke of Bedford, in consequence of it, far. beyond what 
particular, being pleased to speak his income would support! Yet to 
to Mr. Rich in her favour, he in- his immortal honour be it record- 
Stantly raised her to twenty shil- ed, that though he found himself 
lings per week. After which her thus deceived in a most essential paf- 
fams and salary gradually increas- ticular, he never once was known 
^, till at length they both attained to upbraid his wife for it, but 
that height to which her merit generously forgave an imposition 
entitled her. which love for him alone had 
• Whether Mr., Farquhar's con- urged her to, and even behaved to 
pexions with this lady extended her with all the tenderness and 
beyond the limits of mere friend- delicacy of tbfe. most indulgeat 
ship, it is not our intention hereto husband. : ' 
inquire. But, .of what kind soever Mrs. Fatquhar, however, did not 
they were, it is evident th^y did very Irfng enjby the happines* she 
not .long interfere with any more had purchased by this stratagem ; 
regular engagement ; for, in 1703, for the circumstances that attend- 
Capt. Farquhar was married, and, ed this union \^ere in some respect 
according to general report, to a perhaps the means of shortenifig 
lady of very good fortune 5 but the period of the Captain's life. 
in this particular the Captain and Finding himself considerably in- 
tbe public were both alike mis- volved in debt, in consequence of 
taken; for the real fact was, that their increasing family, he was 
the lady, who in truth had no for- induced to make application to a 
tune at all, had fallen so violently gertain noble courtier, who ha4 
in love with our author, that, de- frequently professed the greatest 
termined -to have him at any rate, friendship for him, and given him 
and judging, perhaps very justly, the strongest assurances of intended 
thait a gentleman of his volatile services. This pretended ^trioa 
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repeated his former declarations, 
but, expressing much concern that 
he had nothing at present imme- 
diately in his power, advised him 
to convert his commission into 
money to answer his present occa- 
sions, and assured him that in a 
l^ery short time he would procure 
another for him. Farquhar, who 
could not bear the thoughts of his 
wife and family being in distress, 
and was therefore ready to lay hold 
on any expedient for their relief, 
followed this piece of advice, and 
sold his commission ; but to his 
great mortification and disappoint- 
ment found, on a renewal of his 
application to this inhuman noble- 
man, that he had either entirely 
forgotten, or had never intended 
to perform, the promise he had 
made him. This distracting frus- 
tration of all his hopes fixed itself 
so strongly on our author's mind, 
that it 6oon brought on him a sure, 
though not a very sudden declen- 
sion of nature, which at length 
carried him off the stage of life, in 
^e latter end of April 1707, be- 
fore he could well be said to have 
run Ivalf his course, being not quite 
thirty years of age when he died. 
Notwithstanding the several dis- 
appointments and vexations which 
this gentleman met with during 
his short stay in this transitory 
world, nothing 4eetns to have been 
able to overcome the x^adiness of 
his genius, or th« easy good-nature 
of his disposition 3 for he began 
and finished his well-known co- 
. medy of The Beaux Stratagem in 
about six weeks, during his last ill- 
ness ; notwithstanding he, for a 
great part of the time, was ex- 
tremely sensible of the approaches 
of death, and even foretold what 
actually happened, viz. that he 
should die before the run of it was 
f v«r. Nay, in so calru and ni^q^ 



a manner did he treat the expects^ 
tion of that fatal event, as even to 
be abl^ to exercise his wonted 
pleasantry on the very subject. For 
while his play was in rehearsal, bis 
friend Mr. Wilks, who frequently 
visited him during his illness, ob- 
serving to him 4hat Mrs, Oldfield 
thought he had dealt too freely 
with the character of Mrs. Sullen, 
in giving her to Archer, without 
such a proper divorce as might be 
a security for her honour,-— OA, 
replied the author, with his ac« 
customed vivacity, / tuUl, if she 
pleases, salve that immediately, by 
getting a real divorce, marrying her 
myself, and ghnfig her my bond that 
she shall be a real widow m less than 
a fortnight. But nothing can give 
a more perfect idea of that dispo- 
sition we have hinted at In him, 
than the very laconic but expres- 
sive billet which Mr. Wilks found, 
after his death, among his papers, 
directed to himself, and which, as 
a curiosity in its kind, we cannot 
refrain firom giving to our readers | 
it was as follows : 
" Dear Bob, 
'' I have not any thing to leavt 
thee to perpetuate my memory, 
but two helpless girls 3 look upon 
*' them sometimes, and think of 
" him that was, to the last moment 
*' of his life, thine, 

*f George FAaavHAt." 
Nor would it be doing justice ts 
Mr. Wilks's memory not toobsen's 
in this place, that he paid the most 
punctual regard to the request of 
his dying friend, by showing them 
every act of regard; and when 
they became fit to be put out into 
the world, procured a benefit for 
each of them for that purpose. 

Of Mr. Farquhar's family, hii 
.wife died in circumstances of tba 
utmost indigence ; one. of bis 
d^ughter^ wan o^ried to a low 
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esman, and died soon after; 
other was living in 17^4, in 
n indigent circumstances, witli- 
any knowledge of refinement 
sr m sentiments or expenses ; 
seemed to take no pride in her 
er's fame^ and was in every 
ect fitted to her humble situ- 
1. 

f his character as a man> we 
: an account by himself in a 
3, addressed to a lady, which 
rails The Picture. It begins 

: " My outside is neither 
itter nor worse than ray Crea- 
r made it ) and the piece being 
awn by so great an artist, it 
sre presumption to say there 
sre many strokes amiss. I 
ive a body qualified to answer 
1 the ends of its creation, and 
at is sufHcient. 

As to the mind, which in 
3st men wears as many changes 

their body, so in me it is 
nerally dressed like my person, 

black. Melancholy is its 
ery day apparel; and it has 
iherto found few holidays to 
ike it change its clothes. In 
3rt, my constitution is very 
lenetic, and yet very amorous; 
th which I endeavour to bide, 
t the former should offend 
lers, and that the latter might 
:ommode myself. And my 
ison is so vigilant in restrain- 
T these two failings, that I am 
ten for an easy-natured man 
th my own sex, and an ill- 
lured clown by yours. 

« « « -Mr » » 

I 'have very little estate, but 
lat lies under the circumfe- 
ice of my hat ; and sliould I 
mischance come to lose my 
ad, I should not be worth a 
)at; but I ought to thank 
jvidence that 1 can by three 
art study live one and twenty 
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*' with satisfaction to myself, and 
** contribute to the maintenance 
" of more families than some who 
" have thousands a year. 

'* I have something in my outward 
'* behaviour, which gives strangers 
*' a worse opinion of me than I 
'' deserve ; but I am more than 

recompensed by the opinion of 

my acquaintance, which is as 
'* much above my desert. 

" I have many acquaintance, 
'^ very few intimates, but no friend, 
'' I mean in the old romantic way ; 
'^ I have no secret so weighty, but 
'^ what I can bear in my own 
'' breast j nor any dueia to fight, 
" but what I may engage in with- 
'' out a second ; nor can I love . 
*' after the old romantic discipline. 
" I would have my passion, if 
" not led, yet at least waited on, 
'' by my reason ; and the greatest 
" proof of my auction that a ladj 
" must expect, is this : I would 
*' run any hazard to make us both 
" happy, but would not for any 
'' transitory pleasure make either 
** of us miserable. 

*' If ever, Madam, you come 
" taknow the life of this piece, 
** as well as be that drew it, you 
*' will conclttde thlat I need not 
*' subscribe the name to the pic- 
" ture." 

As a writer, the opinions of 
critics have been, various; the 
general character which has been 
given of his comedies is, that the 
success of most of them far exceed- 
ed the author's es^pectations ; that 
he was particularly happy in the( 
choice of his subjects, which he 
always took care to adorn with a 
great variety of characters and in- 
cidents ;. that his style is pure and 
unaffected, his wit natural and 
flowing, and his plots generally 
well contrived. But then, on the 
contrary, it has been objected, that 
«^4 
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he was too hasty in his productions ; Tlie Tryal of Abraham. Dram, 
that his works are loose^ though Poem. 8vo. Stamford. 1790. 
indeed not so. grossly libertine as Fa wcett^ J ohm. This favourite 
those of some other wits of bis comedian, of Covent Garden The- 
time; that his imagination^ though atre, is the son pf a respectable 
lively^ was capable of i;io great performer^ upwards of thirty years 
compass 3 and his wit, though pass- attached to the Drqry Lane Corn- 
able^ not such as would gain ground pany, and was born ixx Loodoa 
on consideration. In a word, he about 1 769. He received his eda- 
aeems to have been a man of a cation at St. Paul's school^ and 
genius rather sprightly than great, was afterwards bound apprentice 
rather flowing than solid; hischa- to a respectable linen-draper, in 
racters are natural, yet not over- the city. Adopting, however^ a 
strongly marked, nor peculiarly predilection for the stage, be 
heightened 3 yet, as it is apparent " showed his master a &ir pair of 
he drewhis observations from those ''heels," and joined a strelling 
he conversed with, and formed all company, under the assumed name 
his portraits from nature, it is more of Poote. His first appearance was 
.than probable, that if he had lived at Margate, as Coortall^ in The 
to have gained a more general Belle's Stratagem, He afterwards 
Jcnowledge of life, or his circum- removed toTunbridge; where bis 
stances had not been so straitened performances attracted the notice 
as to prevent his mingling with of Mr. Cumberland, and gained 
persons of rank, we might have him the favour of Lord Abitigdoo, 
seen his plays embellished with the latter of whom gave him some 
more finished char^cters^ and instructions in music. He was 
adorned with a more polished dia- afterwards engaged at York, where 
logue. he played three tragic characters. 

On the whole, however, his Romeo, Oroonoko, and Douglas 3 
pieces are very entertaining 3 and but on the departure of Mr. 
some of them, after a whole Knight from the company, he 
century has passed over them, made a stipulation that he should 
lure still among the greatest fa- never be obliged to play a tragic 
vourites of the public. Yi\&Twin character again. He now mar- 
Bivals has been considered by the ried Mrs. Mills, then recently be- 
critics as his most perfect, regular, come a widow ; and his fame in 
and finished play, yet it is far from low comedy having reached Lon- 
standing in the same rank of pre- don, he received a liberal offer 
ferenc^ with the audience ; which from Mr. Harris, whosie company 
is one instance among many that had then lately lost Edwin. He 
serve to evince, that the art of made his first appearance at Co- 
pleasing in dramatic writings, and vent Garden Theatrej Sept. 21, 
more especially in comedy, fre- 1701 » as Caleb, in He wou'd tea 
quently depends on a certain hap- Soldier, and was received with 
piness, which cannot be . reduced great and deserved applause. On 
within the limits of any didactic Mr. Bannister's leaving the Hay- 
rules or critical investigation . market Theatre, he recommended 

Farrer, . To a gentle- Mr. Fawcett to Mr. Colman ; and, 

man of Oundle, of this name> we in 1 79^ f he was engaged by that 

have heard ascribed gentlem^Q far the sumoier seasons. 
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So much did he conduct himself VertumniLS and Pomona, Pasf. 
to the satisfaction of Mr. Colman, 1782. Songs only printed, 
that not long after he wtis appointed Fennell, — . This gentle- 
acting-manager 5 which situation man, a native of Wales, was in- 
he held t'dl 1803 j when Mr. Col- tended for the bar j but an insu- 
man, who had sustained great in- perable predilection for the stage 
convenience and loss by the more rendered the study of the law 
and more protracted seasons of the irksome j and, in 1787, he went 
winter theatres, from which he to Edinburgh, where, under the 
was used to form his company, de^- assumed name of Cambray, he 
termined to open his house at as performed Othello, Jaffier, &c. 
early a period of the summer as with great approbation. £ncou-« 
his patent allowed j and therefore raged by this reception, he came 
began his performances May l6, to London, and offered himself to 
1803, with a selection from pro- Mr. Harris, who fixed a night for 
vincial theatres; at the head of his appearance; and on the 12th 
whom he placed, as we have in of October, of the same year, 
another part mentioned, Mr. £1- he made his lirst bow at Co- 
liston as acting-manager. Mr. vent Garden in the character of 
Fawcett's first wife died in 1797> Othello, retaining his fictitious 
leaving behind her a daughter : he name. After (his, he played Jaf- 
afterwards married Miss Gawdiy, fier, Alexander the Great, &c. But 
by whoni he has a young family, as his talents did not excite the 
As an actor> his talents are versa- admiration that he wished and 
tile : the comic old man or simple probably expected, he thought it 
rustic 5 the waggish servant or pe- advisable to return to Edinburgh, 
dantic master ; sit on him with with a view of improving him- 
equal ease. In private life, he self; but he had scarcely reneweil 
preserves the dignity of a gentle- his former estimation before he 
man; and no traits of his profes- was driven fi*om that stage, in the 
sion are to be discovered in his most arbitrary, ungenerous, and 
conversation. He has produced unjust manner. The play of Ve^ 
for the theatres the following sue- nicePreservedwas to be performed; 
cessful pieces : and Mr. Woods, who had been 

1. Oli, Pant. Dr. 8vo. 1800. the Scotch Roscius for several years, 

2. Perouse. Pant. Dr. Songs, already chagrined at tlie reputation 
&c.^ 8vo> 1801. of Mr. Fennell, was mortified and 

3. The Enchanted Island, Dram, alarmed when the part of Jaffier 
Bal. 1804. was taken from him, and given to 

-Fbilde, Matthew, was rector the latter; though this was done 

of St. Anne, Aldersgate, a pre- without any design of hurting him, 

bendary of St. Paul's, and some but- merely to cast the pJay as 

time under grammar-master of strongly as possible; and Pierre, 

Christ's Hospital. HewasofPem- a character of equal, if not supe- 

hroke Hall, Cambridge, where he rior, consequence, was given him 

took the degree of B. A. 1772, in exchange. This was entirely 

M. A. 1775, and died August 11, the act of the manager ; for Fen- 

1796; having produced an unsuc- nell approved of the soldier asmuch 

cessfiil piece, entitled as the lover. Mr. Woods, who 
4 
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Iras originally a printer/ felt him- 
lelf piqued and insulted by the 
change. As he professed to teach 
the Scotch how to speak English, 
and conducted himself with gi^at 
propriety in private life, he was 
admitted into genteel circles, and 
commanded such influence, that 
no manager dared play in Edin- 
burgh without engaging him on 
bis own terms. Elevated in his 
own ideas, he imagined an ex- 
planation with Jackson would be 
derogating from his importance. 
He waited on several young law- 
yers who had formerly been his 
pupils, and represented his griev- 
ance in the strongest colours, with 
the advantage of having auditors 
previously prepossessed in his ^- 
Tour. They instantly caught Are ; 
and, after calling a numerous 
meeting, they went to the theatre 
in a body, resolved to vent their 
indignation on Mr. Fennell. When- 
ever he appeared, he was saluted 
with hissing ; called on to answer 
how he dared take Jaffier from 
Mr. Woods ; insulted, and loaded 
with the most opprobrious invec- 
tives. He endeavoured to explain ; 
but, on hearing a zealot stigmatize 
him in the most odious language, 
his feelings as a man were so put 
to the quick, that he replied, 
*' The person who says so is a vil- 
" lain !** This assertion, not bet- 
ing generally understood, gave 
great offence, and he was called 
on to make a submission the most 
humiliating J which he refused, 
and in consequence was forced to 
quit the singe. Though the arbi- 
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and the irascible Caledotii^tf^ wetift 
universally execrated. Every one 
felt for Mr. Fennell, and wished to 
see his wrongs redressed. Finding 
so many friends, and feeling jus- 
tice so much on his side, he brought 
an action against the ringleaders 
for depriving him of his livelihood 9 
but here he found himself in an 
awkward predicament. To the 
disgrace of the countr)^ not cfM 
advocate could be found to pledd 
his cause, though it was well known 
to be a good one ; until Mr. Charles 
Hope and Mr. Lewis Grant stood 
forth his champions, rather than 
not rescue Scotland from the igno-^ 
miny of being destitute of advo- 
cates to plead the cause of an 
oppressed individual. But, as Sir 
Harry Wildair says, '* it is vairi 
'* to contend with a man in his 
'* own profession j" for, after pro^ 
secuting the conspirators with all 
possible rigour near twelve months^ 
he found himself as distant from 
redress as when he first began; 
and, as if it were to exonerate the 
friends to his cause from mortifica- 
tion at his ill success, he consented 
to apologize on the public stage, 
and acknowledge himself in the 
wrong, tboiigh every one present 
knew he had not done wrong till 
that moment ! For this action, 
which changed the public commi- 
seration into contempt, we cannot 
account : it was not from a view of 
emolument in Edinburgh, as he 
soon after left that city; and it 
could not be from a conviction of 
his error. He performed a few 
nights in York, and obtained an- 



trary body of lawyers became his other engagement at Covent Gar- 
bitter enemies, yet the unpreju- den in 17S9, where, however, 
diced inhabitants of Edinburgh he seldom performed, and was dis- 
thought him shamefully injured, charged at the end of the season. 
The story spread, not only through On the commencement of the 
Scotland, but England and Ire- following season he thought to 
laad; it was every where talked of, efiect by his pen what he could 
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not accomplish by his dramatic 
talents 3 and to frighten the ma* 
nagers into a compliance with his 
wishes, by scourging them in a 
periodical publication, entitled The 
Theatrical Guardian ! He profess- 
ed to redress all theatrical griev- 
ances, and he spoke many strong 
and bitter truths; but he failed in 
his design $ the publication Was 
dropped j the managers remained 
unreformed | and Mr. Fennell was 
disengaged from any of the Lon- 
don theatres. What became of 
him after this we know not with 
^certainty, but think that he went 
to America. As a dramatist^ he 
has only the credit of the follow- 
ing production : 

Lindor and Clara, Com. 8vo. 

1791. 

But he also published, ^79^> ^n 
octavo volume, called A Review 
cf the Prgceedings at Paris during 
the last Summer, 

Fentun, Elijah. This gen-> 
tleman was the youngest of eleven 
children, and was born May 20, 
1683, at a place called Shelton, 
near Newcastle - under - Line, in 
Stafferdshire, in which county 
are several families of the name of 
Fenton, all of whom are branches 
from the same original stock, 
which was a very ancient and ho- 
nourable one. Nor had he less 
right to boast of the antiquity of 
his family on the female side 3 his 
mother being lineally descended 
from one Mare, who was an gfficer 
in William jhe Conqueror's army. 
He was intended for the ministry j 
to prepare him for which, he wa^ 
sent to the university of Cambridge, 
and entered of Jesus College, 
where he took the degree of ba- 
chelor of arts in 1/04, and that 
of M. A. at Trinity College, in 
1726. Here, however, he (Em- 
braced principles very opposite to 



the government, whereby he be- 
came disqualified for the taking 
of orders. Soon after his quitting 
the university, he was entertained 
by Charles, Earl of Orrery, as hii 
secretary in Flanders, and also as 
tutor to his son John, Lord Boyle. 
He was at one period an usher ia 
the school of Mr. Bonwicke, in 
Surrey, and probably was assisted 
by his elder brother, who had ao 
estate of a thousand pounds per 
annum, and to whom he con- 
stantly paid a yearly visit. He 
afterwards kept a school himself 
at Seven Oaks in Kent. He wits 
a man of great humanity and ten- 
derness, and of a most affable and 
genteel behaviour; which qualities, 
joined to his great-good sense and 
literary abilities, highly endeared 
him to all who knew him, and 
more especially to his relations, 
by whom he was greatly caressed. 
His life, not being intermingled 
with any affairs of public business, 
was, like that of most studiot» 
men, very barren of incident. It 
was, however, blest with an un- 
interrupted calm, which he enjoyed 
till the inevitable stroke deprived 
the world of hiim and hi^ virtues, 
on the 13th of July 1730. He 
died and was buried at East Hamp- 
stead Park, near Oakingham, in 
Berkshire, leaving behind him the 
same fair reputation he had carried 
with him tjbrough life. In short, 
he was perhaps the very happiest 
man among the whole extenfive 
number that we have occasion to 
mention in the- course of this 
work. He had that good fortune 
which rarely befals authors, of 
having his merits acknowledged 
and respected during his lifetime^ 
without having laid himself open 
to the jealousy or malevolence 
even of his brother-writers : and 
as^ while living, he eoioy^d \^ 
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friendship t)f Mr. Pope, so after The following remark of Mr, 
death he received from that poet Horace Walpole, in the postscript 
the tribute of a very" elegant epi- to his Mysterious Mother, does so 
taph, which is to be found in Mr. much honour to Mr. Fenton as a 
Pope's works, and which more poet, that it ought not to be omit- 
strongly ciiaracterizes the goodness ted at the conclusion of this short 
of the person it was written upon, account of him : " The lexcellence 
than all that could be added on this " of our dramatic writers is by no 
occasion, could possibly do. ''' means equal to that of the great 
r Mr.Fenton wrote many poems, " men we have produced in other 
but only one dramatic piece, which ^' walks. Theatric genius lay dor- 
is entitled " mant after Shakspeare*;' waked; 
- Mariamne. T. 8vo. 1723. '^ with some bold and glorious, bdt 
This, however, met with perhaps V irregular and often' ridiculoos, 
S)s much applause as any play that '^ flights, in Di^den ;' revived in 
had appeared for many years both '' OWay ;' maintained a placid 
before and after it; and indeed '^ pleasing kind of dignity in Rowe, 
IDUch more than could be expected *' and even shone in his Jane Shore. 
.under the disadvantageous circum- "It trod in sublime and classic 
jstances that attended on its first '* fetters in Cato, but was void of 
•lappearance t for> in consequence '^ nature, or the power of affecting 
af the ill-behaviour of the mana- *' the passions. In Soiithem it 
^ers of Drury Lane theatre, who, ^^ seemed a genuine ray of nature 
notwithstanding repeated promises *' and Shakspearfe ^ but falling on 
to the contrary, had delayed bring- *^ an age still more Hottentot,. was 
ing it on for three or four years " stifled in those gross and bar- 
.^ogether, he was induced, and in- " barous productions, tragi-come-» 
\c|et'd advised by his friends, to *^ dies. It turned to tuneful non- 
cyrry it to the theatre in Lincoln's '* sense in The Mourning Bride; 
Inn Fields, where he was assured '* grew stark mad in Lee; whose 
that his interest should be strongly '^ cloak, a little the worse for 
supported ; and indeed these pro- *^ wear, fell on Young ; yet in 
mis^s were amply perforjmed ; for, f both was still a poet's cloak. It 
.altUough that theatre was then so " recovered its senses in Hughes 
eiuirply out of favour with the /* aridFENxoN, who were afraid 
to\yn, which in general is guided '^ it should relapse, and accordingly 
hy caprice and fashion alone, that, *^ kept it down with a timid, -but 
for: a long time before, the ma- ^' amiable, hand — and then it lan- 
•nagers had scarcely ever been able '' giiished. We have not mounted 
to; defray their charges, nay,.fre- *' again above the two last." 
quently had acted to audiences of. Mr. Feiltbn had begun another 
! five or six pounds, the merit of play ; but had made small progress 
. this piece not only brought crowd- in it. It was to be called 
• ed houses for several nights toge- l)ion, Trag. 
'.thcr, but seemed by so doing to, Fenwick, John. We know 
» have turned the current of public nothing more of this gentleman, 
.favour into a new channel, from than as having produced one dra- 
which, during the existence of that matic piece, called 
■ theatre, it never after so totally The Indian, F. 8vo, 1600. 
vdeviated, as it bad done fora con- F^rrar, John. A person who 
siderable while before. 
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wrote^ and published at Limerick^ on the authority of Roberts the 
together with some Miscellaneous player^ in his ahswer to Pope; is 
JPoems, supposed to ^ be the same Field 
. The Orphan; or, Th£ Happy whose name is joined with those 
Marriage, Trag. 8vo. 1765. of Heminge,' Burbadge, Con- 
It is inscribed to the gentlemen dell, &c. before the folio edition 
of the 4gth, J^Gth, and 65th re- of Shakspeare*s works, and also in 
giments of foot.' » the dramatis personae prefisced to 
Ferrers, Edward, was of a the Cynthza*s Revels of Ben Jon- 
good family a^BaldesleyClinton, in son. He wrote two dramatic 
.Warwickshire ; but the name of pieces,, whose- titles are as fol- 
the particular place where he was low ; 

.born, or that of the house in Ox- I. A Woman V a Weathercocks 

ford where he was educated, are C. 4to. l6l2i ■ 

circumstances unknown. It is, 2. Amends for Ladies. C. 4to« 

however, certain, that he conti- I6I8. 

nued there some years ; and , Besides these, he was concerned 

when he. left the university, had with Massinger in the writing of 

written several tragedies and co- a very good play, called 

medies, or interludes, all which The Fatal Dowry, 'T.4tOil632» 

gave the King so much good re- on which two authors since have 

creation, that, as Puttenham says, formed the groundwork of- their 

he .had thereby many good re- respective tragedies 3 viz.Mr.Rowc, 

.wards 5. and he further adds, that that of his Fair Penitent} and 

Jbr such things as he hath seen of Aaron Hill, of one which he left 

^is writing, and of the writing of behind him unfinished, by the 

.Thomas Saclivile, they deserve the title of The Insolvent; or, ^Filial 

price^hc. He probably died 1564. Piety, 

,None of his plays have reached We have not been able to trace 

the present times. the period either of the birth or 

FeRRIAR, Dr. J.ohn, physician death of this author. 

jto the Manchester Infirmary arid Fielding, Henry. This justly 

^Lunatic Hospital, is author of celebrated writer was born at 

i Medical Histories and Reflections, Sharpham Park, in Somersetshire, 

,2 vol. 8vo. and of several excellent or, as some say, in Capel Street, 

papers in the Transactions of the Dublin, April 22, 1707. His fe- 

Literary and Philosophical Society ther, Edmund Fielding^ Esq. who 

of Manchester. He also distin- was a younger son- .of the Earl of 

,guished:hiniself some years ago as Denbigh, was in theiarmy, and 

a detector of several palpable pla- towards the close of King Geo. I.'s 

.giarisms in the writings of Sterne, reign, or on the accession of Geo.II. 

His claim, however, to a niche was promoted to the rank of a 

in our literary structure is founded lieutenant-general . His mother 

on the following piece : was daughterto Judge Gould, and 

The Prince of ylhgola, T. 8vo. aunt to the late Sir Henry Gould, 

J788. one of the judges of the Common 

Field, Matthew. SeeFEiLDjs. Pleas. This lady, besides our au- 

FiELD, Nathaniel. This an-* thor, who seems to have been her 

* thpr lived in the reign of King first-born, had another son and 

James I. and King Charles I. and, four. d3L\x^Vi\et&\ ^\3l^^ Vsx ^^.^jBoafc- 
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0fatncc of his father's second mar- 
riage, Mr. Fielding had six half- 
brothers, all of whom are dead; 
the last survivor having been the 
^te Sir John Fielding, in the com- 
misstoo of the peace tor the coun- 
ties of Middlesex, Surrey, Essex^ 
and the liberties of We:»tminster. 

Our author received the first 
fudkuents of his education at home, 
ooder the care of the Rev. Mr. 
Oliverj for whom he seems to have 
hsA no very great regard, as he is 
said to have designed a poitrait of 
Jiis character in the very humorous 
yet detestable one of Parson Trul- 
iher, in \k\% Joseph Andrews. When 
taken from under this gentleman's 
charge, h& was removed to Eton 
School, where he had an oppor- 
tunity of cultivating a very early 
intimacy and friendship with se- 
yera), who afterwards became the 
iohX persons in the kingdom, such 
as Lord Lyttelton, Mr. Fox, Mr. 
Fitt, Sir Charles Hanbury Wil- 
liams» &C. who eyer through Hfe 
retained a warm regard for him. 
But these were not the only ad- 
vantages he reaped at that great 
•eminary of education ; for, by an 
assiduous application to study, and 
the possession of strong and pepa- 
liar talents, he became, before he 
left that school, uncommonly versed 
in the Greek authors, and a per- 
fect master of the Latin classics. 
Thus accomplished, at about eigh- 
teen years of age he left Eton, and 
went to Licyden, where he studied 
iiixler the most celebrated civilian^ 
for about two years; at the expi- 
ration of which time, the remit- 
tances from England not coming 
so regularly as at first, he was 
obliged to return to London. 

In short. General Fielding's fa- 
mily being* very greatly increased 
by his second marriage, as may be 
§e€n from what we have %a\d above , 



it became impossible for him t* 
make such appointments for this 
his eldest son, as he could have 
wished ; his allowance was there- 
fore either very ill paid, or entirely 
neglected. This unhappy situa- 
tion soon produced all the ill con* 
sequences which could arise from 
poverty and dissipation. Possessed 
of a strong constitution, a lively 
imagination, and a disposition na- 
turally but little formed for eco- 
nomy, he fouiid himself bis own 
master, in a place where the tempt« 
ations to every expensive pleasure 
are numerous, and the means of 
gratifying them easily attaifiable. 
From this un^Mtnnatdy pleasings^ 
tuatipn sprung the source of every 
misfortune or uneasiness that Mr. 
Fielding afterwards felt through 
life. He very soon found that his 
finances were by no means ade- 
quate to the frequent draughts. 
made on him from the conse- 
quences of the brisk career of dis- 
sipation which he had launched 
lnto> yet, as disagreeable impres- 
sions never continued long upon 
his mind, but only on the contrary 
roused him to struggle through his 
difficulties with the greater spirit 
and magnanimity, he flattered 
himself that he should find his 
resources in his wit and invention, 
and accordingly commenced writer 
for the stage in the year 1?27, at 
which time be had not more thaii 
attained the cooipl^tjon <^ his 
twentieth year. 

His first attempt in the drtma 
was a piece called Ltme in several 
Masques, which, though it immf^ 
diately succeeded the long^ and 
crowded run of The Provoked Hust 
handf met with a favourable re- 
ception ; as did likewise his second 
play, which came out in the foU 
lowing year, and was entitled, Th^ 
Temple £€au« He did not;» how^ 



239 

FIE FIE 

fiver, meet "with equal success in helps it might have derived from 

^H his dramatic works 5 for he has the productions of a genius unii)- 

jcven printed in the titlerpage of cumbered with anxieties and per- 

pne of his fiarces, as it was damned plexity, might have even afforded 

at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane \ him an affluent income ; with this, 

and he himself informs us^ in the we say, and a wife whom he was 

general preface to his Miscellanies, fond of to distraction, and for 

that for The Wedding Day, though whose sake he had taken up a re* 

acted six nights, his profits from solution of bidding adieu to all the 

the house did not exceed fifty follies iand intemperances to which 

pounds. Nor did a much better he had addicted himself in that 

fate attend on some of his earlier short but very rapid career of a 

productions 5 so that, though it was town life which he had run, he 

his k)t always to write from ne- determined to retire to his coun- 

(cessijy, he woujd probably, not- try-seat, and there reside en- 

withstanding his writings, have la- tirely. 

boured continiiaUy under that ne- But here, in spite of this pro- 
cessity, had not the severity of the dent resolution, one folly only took 
public, and the malice of his ene- place of another 5 and family pride 
xnies, met with a noble alleviation now brought on him all the in- 
from the patronage of several per- conveniencies in one place, that 
bous of distinguished rank and cha- youthful dissipation and libertinisn^ 
racter, particularly the Dukes of had done in another. The in*- 
Hichmoiid and Roxburgh, John come he possessed, though suffi« 
Duke of Argyle, the first Lord cient for ease, and even some de- 
Lyttelton, &c. -, the last-named of gree of elegance, yet was in no 
which noblemen, not only by his degree adequate to the support of 
friendship softened the rigour of either luxury or splepdour. Yet, 
pur author's misfortunes while he fond of figure and magnificence, 
lived, but also by his generous ar- he incumbered himself with a larg» 
dour vindicated his character and retinue of servants, and his natu- 
did justice to his memory after ral turn leading him to a fondness 
death. for the delights of society and con- 
About six or seven years after vivial mirth, he threw \vide open 
Mr. Fielding's commenqing a wri- the gates of hospitality, and suf- 
ter for tjbe stage, he fell in love fared his whole patrimony to bq 
^itlj an4 married a Miss Crad- devoured up by hounds, horses, 
dock, a young lady from Salisbury, and entertainments. In short, iti' 
possessed qf a very great share of • less than three years, from the 
beauty, and a fortune of about mere passion of being esteemed a 
fifteen hundred pounds; and about man of great fortune, he reduced 
the same time his mother dying, himsQlf to the displeasing situation 
an estate at Stower, in Dorsetshire, of having no fortune at all ; an4 
of somewhat better than two hun- through an ambition of maintain^ 
dred pounds per annum, canie into ing an open house for the receptioa 
b'}^ possession. With this fortune, of every one else, he soon foun4 
which, had it been conducted with Aim^e^ without a habitation which 
prudence and economy, might jie could call his own. In a word, 
have secured to him a state of in- by a desire, as Shakspeare ex- 
dependency for life, and with the presses it,, of 
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*< Showing somewhat a more swelling 

port 
*• Than hislaint means would grant con-. 

tinuance," 

be was, in the course of a very 
ihort period, brought back to the 
iatne unfortunate situation which 
ie had before experienced; but 
with this aggravation to it, that 
he could now have none of those 
resources in future to look forward 
to, which he had thus indiscreetly 
lavished. He bad undermined his 
own supports, and had now no- 
thing but his own abUities to de- 
pend on for the recovery of what 
be had so wantonly thrown from 
bim> an easy competence. Not 
discouraged, . however, he deter- 
mined to exert his best abilities, 
betook himself closely to the study 
of the law, and, after the cus- 
tomary time of probation at the 
Temple, was called to the bar, and 
made no inconsiderable figure in 
Westminster Hall. 

To the practice of the law Mr. 
Fielding iiow applied himself with 
great assiduity, both in the courts 
here and on Jie circuits, so long 
as his health permitted him ; and 
it is probable would have risen to 
a considerable degree of eminence 
in it, had not the intemperances 
of his early part of life put a 
check, by their consequences, to 
the progress of his success. In 
short, though but a young man, he 
began now to be molested with 
such violent attacks from the gout, 
as rendered it impossible for him 
to be so constant at the bar as the 
laboriousness of his profession re- 
quired, and would only permit 
him to pursue the law by snatches, 
at such intervals as were free from 
indisposition: HoweVer, under 
. these united severities of pain and 
want, he still found resources in 
bis genius and abilities* He was 



concerned in a political periodical 
paper called The Champion, which 
owed its principal support to his 
pen ; a pen which seems never to 
have lain idle, since it was perpe- 
tually producing, almost as it were 
extempore, a play, a farce, a pam- 
phlet, or a newspaper, but whose 
full exertion of power seemed re- 
ser\'ed for a kind of writing dif- 
ferent from, and indeed superior 
to, them all 5 nor will it perhaps 
be necessary, in proof of this, more 
than to mention his celebrated no- 
vels of Joseph Andrews and Tfm 
Jones, which are too well known 
and too justly admired to leave us 
any room for expatiating on their 
merits. Precarious, however, as 
this means of subsistence unavoid- 
ably must be, it was scarcely pos- 
sible he should be enabled by it to 
recover his shattered fortunes; be 
was tlierefore at length obliged to 
accept the office of an acting ma- 
gistrate in the commission of the 
peace for the county of Middlesex, 
in which station he continued till 
pretty near the time of his death 5 
an office, however, which seldom 
fails of being hateful to the popu- 
lace, and of course liable to many 
infamous and unjust imputations, 
particularly that of venality; a 
charge which the ill-natured World, 
not unacquainted with Mr. Field- 
ing's want of economy and pas- 
sion for expense, were but too 
ready to cast upon him. Yet from 
this charge Mr. Miirphy> in the 
life of this author, prefixed to the 
best edition of his works, has taken 
great pains to exculpate him; as 
has likewise Mr. Fielding himself, 
in his Voynge to Lisbon, which was 
not only his last work, but may, 
with some degree of propriety, be 
considered as the last words of a 
dying man ; that voyage having 
been undertaken only as a denmr 
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resort In one last desperate efibrt 
for the preservation of life^ and 
the restoring a constitution broken 
with chagrin^ distress, vexation^ and 
public business 5 for his strength 
was at that time entirely exhaust* 
ed> and> in about two mouths 
after his arrival at Lisbon^ he 
yielded his last breathy in the 
forty-eighth year of his age, and 
of oar Lord 1754. 

Mr. Fielding's genius> as before 
observed, was most visible in 
those strong, lively, and natural 
paintings of the characters of man- 
kind, and the movements of the 
human heart, which constitute the 
basis of his novels ; yet^ as comedy 
bears the closest affinity to this 
kind of writing, his dramatic 
pieces, every one of which is comic, 
are iar from being contemptible. 
His farces and ballad pieces, more 
especially, hate a sprightliness of 
manner, and a-forcibleness of cha- 
racter, by which it is impossible to 
9Void being agreeably entertained ^ 
and in those among them which 
he has in any degree borrowed 
£rpm Moliere or any other writer, 
he has done his original great 
honour and justice by the man- 
ner in which he has handled the 
subject. The number and titles 
of h'ls dramatic works are as fol- 
low: 

1. Love m several Masques. C. 
$vo. 172a. 

2^ Temple Beau. C. 8vo. 1730. 

3. Author' sFbree. C. 8vo.l73a. 
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10. Modem HuslantL C« 8vo« 
1732. 

11. Mock Doctor. B. F. 8yo. 
1732. 

12. Covent Garden Tragedy. F. 
8vo. 1732. 

13. Debauchees. C. 8vo.l733. 

14. Miser. C. 8vo. 1733. 

15. Don Quixote in England. C. 
8vo. 1733. 

16. Intfiguing Chambermaid. C» 
8vo. 1734. 

17* Old Man taught Wisdom.. 
F. 8vo. 1734. 

18. The Universal Gallant. C. 
8vo. 1735. 

19. Eurldice. F. 8vo. 1735. 

20. Pasiiuin. Dram. Sat. Svo. 
1736. 

2Ji. Historical Register. C. 8vo. 

[1737.] 

22. Euridzce hiss*d. F. 8vo. 

1737. 

23. Tumble-Hhwn Dick. D. £. 
8vo. 1737. 

24. Miss Lucy in Town. F. 
8vo. 1742. 

25. Plutus the God of Riches. 
C. Assisted by Mr. Young. 8vo. 
1742. 

26. IPedding Day. C QvQ. 
1743. 

27. Interlude Between Jupiter^ 
Juno, and Mercury. 8vo. 1743. 

28. The Fathers ; or. The Good'- 
natured Man. C. 8vo. 1778. 

As to Mr. Fielding's character 
as a man, it may in great measure 
be deduced^ from the incidents we 



have- above related of his life;- but 

A. Tom Thumb. T. 8vo. 173O. cannot perhaps be with more can- 

^. Coffee-house Pbliiician [on- dour set forth than by his biogra* 

f^mXiycaXied Rape upon Rttpe]. C pher Mr. Murphy, with some of 

8yo. 1730. whose words therefore we shall 

6. The Tragedy of Tragedies, dose this article; 

Svo. 1731, ** It will be (says that gentle* 

7. Letter Writers. F. 8vo. 1731, ** man)' an humane and generous 
S. Grub-street Opera-. 8vo.l731. '' office, to set down to the ac« 
9. Lottery. Bal.F» Svo. 1731. *' count of dander and defamatloa^ 
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** a gr^at part of that abuse which Fielding^ Sarah. This ladff 

^ was discharged against him by was sister to Henry FieldiDg. Sna 

** his enenues in his lifetime 5 de- was author of David Simfie, anl 

^ dticing^ however, &om the whole several novels^ and trandator ot 

** this useful lesson, that quick and Xenophon*s ilfemora^i&. She wai. 

^ warm passions should be early born in the year 1714, and lived 

'' controlled, and that dissipation chiefly at Bath, where she died ia 

^ and extravagant pleasures are the April 1708^ Her friend Dr. Jdm 

" most dangerous palliaHons that can Hoadly, who erected a momimff^^^ 

^* he found for disappointments and to her memory, says, 

''vexations in the first stages of « Her unaffected mann^i, camdid mind, 

*' life. We have seen (adds he) « Hcrhcart benevolent, md soul resign'd} 

*' how Mr. Fielding very soon <' Were more her praise ' than all shs 

•' squandered away his small pa- . knew or thought, 

'' trimony, which, with economy, " '^'^^ ^*^' wisdom to bersezsfae 

** might have procured him inde- "^ * 

^* jpendence 3— -we have seen how She has been generally thoogfat 

*' he ruined, into the bargain, a to. have been the author of a cm* 

^' constitution which, in its original matic fable, printed in three vo* 

^' texture, seemed formed to last lumes 12mo. \754, called 

•' much longer. When illness and The Cry. 

'^ iudigence- were once let in upon But see this article in VoLIL 

*' him, he no longer remained the p. 145. 

" master of his own actions; and Filmer, Edward. TUsgen-' 

'' that nice delicacy of conduct, tleman was bred at All' Sovds Ud« 

*' which alone constitutes and pre- lege, Oxford, where he took the 

" serves a character^ was occasion- degree of B. C. L. Feb. 21, l&J^f 

'* ally obliged to givejvay. When and of D. C. L. Oct. 27, 168I. 

^' he was not under the immediate He was ever a strong advocate for 

*' urgency of want, those who were dramatic writings, which, together 

** intimate lyith him are ready to with the professors of dramatic 

*^ aver, that he had a mind greatly poetry, he has warmly defended 

'f superior to any thing mean or against their furious enemy and 

** little \ when his finances were opponent Jeremy Collier, in the 

'* exhausted, he was not the most decline of his life he produced a 

" elegant in his choice of the play, which, though it bears strong 

''means to redress himself, and testimony to the^ understanding and 

*' he would instantly exhibit a farce abilities of the author, yet liuled of 

** or a puppet-show, in the Hay- success on the stage, for the want 

*' market theatre, which was wholly of that force and fire which it is 

'/ inconsistent with the profession probable the Doctor, m a less ad- 
*' he had embarked in. But his vanced time of life, wosld have 

'' intimates are witness how much been able to have bestowed on it> 

*' his pride suffered when he was The piece is efititled 

*' forced into measures of this The Unnatural Brother. T. 4to* 

*^ kind 5 no man having a juster 1697* 

*f sense of propriety, or more ho- • Finch, Anns, Coumtbss of 

'' nourable ideas of the employ- Winchilsba. This lady was 

'' ment of an author and a Kho daughter of Sir William Kingsmill* 

*' lar.*' of Sidmonton^ in the county of 
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bampton. Knight. She was in the composition: nor has it 
i of honour to the second indeed any spark of resemblance 
bess of the Dake of York^ af- to Lord Rochester's wit, could that 
irds King James II. 5 married even have atoned (which> however, 
iage, second son of Heneage, it could by no means have done) for 
jf Wiuchilsea, by Lady Mary, the abominable obscenity of it. Ta 
d daughter of William Sey- snch lengths did the ficenseof that 
; Duke of Somerset ; which court induce persoqs to imagint 
age was, in his father's life-, they might proceed in vice with 

gentleman of the bedcham- full impunity. 
:o the Duke of York; and Fisher, Dr. Jasper, was a 
vards, upon the death of his gentleipan*s son, born in Bedford- 
!w Charles, succeeded him in shire, and entered a commoner of 
itle of Earl of Winchilsea. Magdalen Hall in I607. He af« 
lady died on the 5th day of terwards took the degrees in arts, 
st 1720, having, in the year became divinity or philosophy read* 
, published a collection of her er of Magdalen College, rector of 
s in 8vo. among which is Wilden, Bedfordshire, about 1631 j 

'jtomenes. T. * and at length doctor of divinity. 

;aid that many of her po^ms Oldys, in his manuscript notes oa 
^main in MS. Langbaine, snys he was blind. He 

iNEY, ■ To a writer of published some sermons, and one 

ame \a The Morning Herald, play, called 
ther newspapers, is ascribed Fuimus TVoes, the true Trcjansi 

*. Green Room. Prel. 1783. Hist. Play. 4to. 1633. 

FisREK, -— — . Toapersonjof 
HBOURNE, Mr. This gen- this name has been ascribed the 
11 belonged to the inns of following drama : 

and is only mentioned here The School for In gratitude. C- 
^of perpetuating that infamy 8vo. N. D- [1798.] 
. he has justly incurred, by Fitzgerald, M. Of this gen« 
known to be the author of a tleman we know no more than 
tic piece, entitled that he is mentioned as the author 

om. of a play acted in Dublin, called 

day is so extremely obscene, Elunna. T. 1791J. • 
•eyond all ^bounds indecent Fitzgerald, Prestoi?, ' ha^ 
imoral, that even the Earl of published 

ister, whose libertinism was The Spdniard and Swrlamh, T. 
fessed and open, and who 8vo. 181Q, 
[y knew^ what the sense of Fl^cknoe, RiOhard. This 

was, co*u]d rtot bear to un- writer lived in the reign of King 
the imputation of being the Charles JI. He is said to have 

of this piece (which, in been originally a Jesuit^ and, in 
to make it sell, wasr pub- consequence of that profession, to 

with initial letters in the have had connexions with most of 
intended to misguide the the persons of distinction in Lon* 
n of the public, and induce don, who were of the Ro^an Cst* 
to fix it on that nobleman)^ tholic persnasioh. The charactel^ 
ablished a copy of verses to that Laiigbaine gives of him is, 
m his having had any share that his ac^ttaintance witb Ui^ 

^2 
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liobility was more than with the of Mr. Fleckooe, and lus fasrfaig 

Musesy and that he had a greater printed to his dramatis persons 

propensity to rhyming than genius the names of the actors by whom 

for poetry. he had intended the several parts 

He wrote many things both in to be performed, in order, as b» 

prose and verse, more especially says, ** that the reader aiight havt 

the latter^ and has left behind him *^ half the pleasure of Bodng it 

^ve dramatic pieces, only one of ^' acted," it is probable tluit be 

which (Love's KingdtmJ he could and his works might have sunk to* 

ever obtain the favour of having gether into absolute oblivion* had 

Mcted, and that met with but in- not the resentment of a much 

difierent success. Their titles are, greater poet against him, we meap 

1 . Love's Dominion, D. P. I2mo. Mr. Dryden, doomed him to a dif- 
1654. ferent kind of immortali^ fom 

2. Marriage of Oceanus and Bri" that which he aimed at, by giving 
iannia. Allegorical Fiction. 12mo. his name to one of the severest 
1659. satires he ever wrote, viz. his 

3. Erminia, T. C. 4to. 1661. Mac Flecknoe, which, though 

4. Love's Kingdom, Past. Tr.- pointed at Shadwell, has never- 
Com. 12mo. 1()64. theless some severe strokes upon 

5. Damtdselles ch la- Mode, C. our author, which, together with 
^2mo. 1667. the title of the po^m itself, will 

The author, however, wrapped preserve his memory, and, as be 
up in his own self-opinion> has himself proposed by the publics- 
carried off this disappointment in tion of his own works, ** continue 
a manner extremely cavalier* and *^ his name to posterity,** so long 
almost peculiar to himself; for, in as the writings of that admirable 
the preface to bis Damoiselles a-la" poet continue to be read. 
Mode, which had been refused by Fleming, Robert, Jon. V.D. 
the players* he has these very re- M. Of this writer we can give no 
markable words : '^ For the act- account. He published a volume 
^' ing this comedy (says he), those of religious poetry, entitled Tht 
'^ who have the government of the Mirrour of Divine Love unveil* 
*' stage have their humour* and ed. 8vo. 1691. in which is am- 
'' would be entreated ; and I have tained 

^ mine* and won*t entreat them * The Monarchical Image *, or* J\rf^ 

" and were all dramatic writers of luchadnexxar's Dream, D. P. 
" my mind* they should wear their Fletcher* John. See Bbav- 

>^ old plays threadbare ere they mont* Francis.. 
'^ should have any new* till they Fletcher* pHiNSAf . This 

*< better understood ibeir own in- learned writer was tlie son of Oiki 

** terest* and how to distinguish Fletcher, doctor of the civU kw* 

'f betw^n good and bad.'* The andaml^ssador from Queen Eliia* 

Duke of Buckingham* in his Re^ beth to Theodore I vanowidi, Duke 

hearsat, seems to have kept this ofMuscovy) and nephew toBiibop 

passage strongly in his eye, in the Fletcher* father of the celabratM 

fenger he has put into Bayes^s John Fletcher, the dramatic poet 

mouth^hen the players were gone He was educated at Eton, and in 

to dinner. However, notwith- 1600 was tent to King's CkdlciiA 

•tandifig^all. this important bluster Cambridge, where he fi^ tH 
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3s of A. B. in l604, and 
. in 16O8. He afterwards 
id into bol^ orders> and pos- 
. the lilting of Hilgay^ in 
ilk^ where he died in 1649. 
an autl>or whose fame is not 
to bis merits having written 
il pieces^ as The Purple Island, 
'my Eclogues, Locustue, and 
works, which deserve to be 

known than they are at pre- 
Ele bath produced one drama^ 
jd 

eUdes, Fiscat. 4to. 3631. 
ieadley remarks of this au- 
Lbat " the five first cantos of 
*. Purple Island are almost en« 
ly taken up with an expla* 
ion of the title ; in the course 
which the reader forgets the 
t, and is sickened with the 
tomist. Such minute atten- 
i to this part of the subject 

a material error in judg- 
Qtj for which, however, 
)]e amends is made in what 
ows. Nor is Fletcher wholly 
eserving of praise for the 
lligibility with which he has 
ggled through bis difficulties, 
bis uncommon command of 
ds, and facility of metre, 
sr describing the body, he 
:eeds to personify the pas- 
is and intellectual faculties. 
re fatigued attention is not 
ely relieved, but fascinated 

enraptured ; and, notwitb- 
iding his figures, iu many 
ances, are too arbitrary and 
astic in their habiliments, 
n disproportioned and over- 
e> sometimes lost in a super- 
y of glaring colours, and 
several characters, in general, 
no means sufficiently kept 
t| yet, amid such a pro- 
on of images, many are disi- 
uished by a boldness of out- 
» a majesty of manner, a 
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*' brilliancy of colouring, a dis- 
'^ tinctness and propriety of attri- 
'' bute, and an air of life, that we 
*' look for in vain in modem pro- 
" ductions, and that rival, if. not 
'' surpass, what we meet with of 
'^ the kind even in Spenser, from 
whom our author caught hi» 
inspiration. After exerting his 
*' creative powers on this depart- 
*' mentof his subject, the Virtues 
'^ and better qualities of the heart, 
" under their leader Eclecta, or 
*' Intellect, are attacked by the 
" Vices : a battle ensues, and the 
" latter are vanquished, after a 
*' vigorous opposition, through the 
^' interference of an angel, who 
" appears at the prayers of Eclecta, 
" The poet here abruptly takes 
*^ an opportunity of paying a 4^- 
some and unpardonable compli* 
ment to James the First (stanza 
55, canto 12) ; on that account, 
perhaps, the most unpalatable 
passage in the book. From 
*' Fletcher's dedication of this his 
'^ poem, with his Phca^ory JSc- 
" hgues,. and Miscellanies, to his 
'^ friend Edmund Benlowes, it 
seems, that they w:ere written 
very early, as he calls them 
' raw essays of my very unripe 
^' years, and almost childhood/ 
** It is to his honour that Milton 
" read and imitated him, as every 
*^ attentive reader of both poets 
'* must soon discover. He is emi- 
'* nently entitled to a very high 
** rank among our old English- 
'* classics.** 

FooTE, Samuel. This well- 
known author was bom at Truro, 
in Cornwall, but in what year we 
know not. ^is father, John Foote, 
enjoyed the posts of commissioner 
of the prize-office and fine con- 
tract. His mother w/is heiress of 
tbeDtneley and Goodere families; 
and to her, in coi»eiQ^^tL^^^ "aa^. 
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unhappy and fetal qoarrel between 
her two brothers^ Sir John Dineky 
Goodere, Bart, and Samuel Good- 
cre, Esq. captain of His Majesty's 
ship the Ruby, which 'terminated 
in the loss of life to both, the 
Dineley estate, which was of great 
▼alue, descended. He receiv^ his 
education at Worcester College, 
formerly Gloucester Hall, Oxford, 
which owed its foundation and 
change of name to Sir Thomas 
Cocks Winford, Bart, a second 
cousin of our author' s^ From the 
university he was removed to the 
Temple, being designed for the 
study of the law ; in which it is 
most probable that his great ora- 
torical talents, and powers of mi- 
xnickry and humour, would have 
shown themselves in a very con- 
spicuous light. The dryness and 
gravity of this study, however, not 
suiting the more volatile vivacity 
of his disposition, he chose rather 
to employ those talents in a sphere 
•of action to which they seemed 
better adapted^ viz. on the stage.; 
in the pursuit of which the repeat- 
ed proofs he received of the pub- 
lic approbation bear the strongest 
testimonials to his merit. His first . 
appearance was in the part of 
Othello 5 but whether he early dis- 
covered that his forte did not lie in 
tragedy, or that his genius could 
not bear the being only a repeater 
of the works of others, he soon 
struck cut into a new and untrod- 
den path, in which \\^ at once at- 
tained the two great ends of af- 
fording entertainment to the pub- 
lic and emolument to himself. 
This was hj taking upon him the 
double character of author and 
performer ; in which light, in 1747* 
fie opened the Little Theatre in the 
Haymarket vrith a dramatic piece, 
of his own writing, called The 
fiwersiom of the Aloniing. Tbi^ 



piece consisted of nothing more 
than the introduction of several 
well-known characters in real life, 
whose manner of conversation and 
expression this author had very 
happily hit in the diction c^ hii 
drama, and still more liappily re- 
presented on the stage by an exact 
and most amazing imitafioo, not 
only of the manner and tone 6i 
voice, but even of the very per- 
sons, of those whom be intended to 
take off. Among these characters 
there was in particular a certain 
physician, who was nauch better 
known firom the oddity and singu- 
larity of his appearance and con* 
versation, than from his emin^ice 
in the practice of his profession 
The celebrated Chevalier Taylor, 
the oculist, who was at that time 
in the height of his vogue and 
popularity, was also another object 
of Mr. Foote's raimickry and ridi- 
cule ; and in the latter part of his 
piece, under the character of a 
theatrical director, this gentleman 
took off, with great humour and 
accuracy, the several styles of act- 
ing of every principal performer of 
the English stage. 

This performance at first met 
with some little opposition firom 
the civil magistrates of Westmin- 
ster, under the sanction of tlSb act 
of parliament for limiting the 
number of playhouses. But tbe 
author being patronized by many 
of the principal nobility and others, 
this opposition was over-^mled.abd, 
with an alteration of the title of 
his piece to that of Mr. Foote'i 
giving Tea to Aw Friends, he pro- 
ceeded without fiirther molesta- 
tion, and represented it through 
a run of upwards of forty room- 
ings, to crowded and splendid au- 
diences. 

The ensuing season he produced 
^oU^er ^iece of the enrne kind> 
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ix^hicb lie called An Auction of ^%?l particular account of each of 



Pictures, In this he mtroduced 
several new characters^ al]^ how- 
ever, popular ones, and extremely 
■well known j particularly Sir Tho- 
nias De Veil, then the acting justice 
of peace for Westminster} Mr. 
Cock, the celebrated auctioneer; 



them may be seen, under its pro- 
per head, in the second and third 
volumes of this wor^. Let it here 
suffice, therefore, to observe, that 
he continued ^om time to time 
to entertain the publk:, by select* 
ing for their use such chi^racters^ 



and the equally famous orator Hen- as well general as individual, as 
ley. This piece had also^ a very seemed most likely to contribute 



great run. 

Neither of the above-mentioned 
pieces were printed by their au- 
thor; but Mr. Tate Wilkinson, in 
pk Wandering Patentee, 12mo. 
J y9^> lias published The Diversions 
qjf the Morning. Suchperforniances, 
however, consisting principally 
of characters whose peculiar sin- 
gularities could never be perfectly 
riepresented in black and white, 
must appear flat and insipid, when 
tlivested of that strong colouring 
which Mr. Foote had given theiji 
in his personal representation ; for 
it may not be improper to observe 
in this place, that he himself re- 
presented all the principal charac- 
ters in each piece, which stood in 
peed of his mimic powen to exe- 
cute, shifting from one to another 
with all the dexterity of a Proteus. 
He now, however, proceeded to 
pieces of somewhat more drama- 
tic regularity, his Knights being 
the produce of an ensuing season. 
Yet in this also, though . his plot 
and characters seemed less imnle* 



to the exciting of innocent laugh- 
ter, and best answer the principal 
end of dramatic writings of the 
comic kind, viz. the relaxation 
of the mind from the fatigue o£ 
business or anxiety. 

The following is a list of hi^ 
performances : 

1 . An Auction of Pictures* Dr. 
Piece. 1748. N. P. 

2. Taste. C. 8vo, 1752. 

3. The Englishman in Paris, C« 
Svo. 1753. 

4. The Knights. Com. Svp. 
1754. 

5. The Englishman return^djrom 
Paris* C. Svo. 1756. 

6. The Author. C. 8vo. 1757. 

7. The Minor. C. 8vo. 176O. 

8. The Orators. Q. 8vo. 1762. 

9. TheLyar, C. 1762. Printed 
Svo. 17(54. 

10. The Mayor of Garret* C. 
Svo. 1764. 

11. The Patron. C. Svo, 1764. 

12. The Commissary. C. 8v6. 
1765. 

13. Prelude, on opening the 



diately personal, it was apparent Theatre, 1767* Printed in The 
that he kept some particular real Monthly Mirror, vol. xvii. 



personages strongly in his eye in 
the peiformance, and the town 
took on themselves to fix th^m 
where the resemblance appeared 
to be the most striking. It -would 
1^ superfluous in this place to 
enumerate the course of this gen- 
tleman's dramatic progress as to 
all the respective pieces which he 
norwards wrote and performed^ 



14. The Lame Lover. C. Svo. 
1770. 

15. Piety in Pattens* Sent. C. 
1773. N. P. 

16. The Bankrupt. C. 8vq. 
1776. 

17. The Devil upon Two Sticks. 
C. 1763; Printed Svo. 1778. 

18. The Maidof Bath. C. J771^ 
Printed Svo. 1778. 

1L4 
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c. 1774. 
c. 177G. 



19« The Ndboh, 
"Wnted 8vo. 1778. 

20. TAe Cozeners. 
PtiDtedSvo. 1778. 

21. TAe Capuchin. 
rrinted8vo. 1778. 

22. A Trip to Calais. C. 8vo. 

1778. 

23. The Tryal of Samuel Foote, 
Vc. F. 17^. Printed 12nio. 

1795. * 

24. Dwerstnns of the Morning, 

Dr. Piece, 1747. i758. l2mo. 
1795. 

25. Lindamira. Bmlesque. 8yo. 

1805. 

26. The Slanderer. C. Unfi- 
nished. Left in MS. 

Besides these pieces, Mr. Foote 
fuffered his name to be put to a 
work, entitled The Comic Theatre, 
in 5 vols. 12mo. 1762; being a 
translation of a number of French 
comedies. Of these, however, we 



C. 1772* history. From the year \JS2 to 
176!, he continued to perform at 
one of the theatres every seasoD, 
as fancy or Interest directed his 
choice, generally for a stated num- 
ber of nights I and on these en- 
gagements he usuaUy brought oot 
a new piece. In this course be 
went on until a very pressing em* 
barrassment in his afiairs com- 
pelled him to perform The Minor z\. 
the Haymarket, in the summer of 
the year 176O, with such a com- 
pany as he could hastily collect. 
The success of this attempt seemi 
to have suggested to him tlie 
scheme of occupying that theatre 
when the others were shut up; 
and from the year 17^> until the 
season before his death, he rega« 
larly performed there, and ac- 
quired a very considerable income, 
which, as economy was not to be 
numbered among his excellencies. 



are assured the first only, viz. The he generally expended in the grati- 
Young Hypocrite, is to be ascribed ficarion equally of his vices and 
' '* Virtues,* being at times both ge- 

nerous aiid extravagant. In Fe- 
bruary 176^, he had the misfor- 
tune to fall from his horse while 
at Lord Mexborough's'seat in the 
tountry on a Visit, when the Duke 
of York also was th^e. By thb 
The , accident he lost his leg \ but it is 
generally supposed that it facili- 
tated hi^ application for a patent, 
which he obtained on the 9th of 
Ji^y in the same y^ai*. As he was 
ever attentive to such temporary 
circumstances as would afford suls 
jeots of ridicule, so he \X'as not at 
all scrupnlous whom he oftended ia 
his satirical career. In 1776, he 
drew a character intended for a 
lady of quality then much talked 
of, who had influence enough to 
obtain a prohibition to his play be- 
ing rej^re^ented ; and in the con- 
troversy whidh this incident oc» 



to him. 

The following is the list of them : 
Vol. 1. The Young Hypocrite. 
The Spendthrift. 
The Triple Marriage. 
Vol. 2. The Imaginary Obstacle* 
The Shters. 
The Libertine 5 or, 
' Hidden Treasured 
Vol. 3. The Legacy ; or. The For- 
* ■ tune Hunter. * • 

The Generous Artijke 5 or. 
The refcrined Rake. 
' The T0umiical Lovers; or, 
^ The Double Infidelity. 
yd. 4. The Blunderer. • 
^ • ' The Amorous Quarrel. 
The Conceited Ladies. 
The Thrced Marriage. 
yd. 5. The MaH 'Hater. 
^ The Faggot- liruler; or. The 

- Mock Doctor. ' ' 
The OentUman Cu. 



To proccied with Mr. Foote's casioned sonie imputatioria were 
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thrown out against his character ther to be the hastj produotioos of 

too gross to be recorded^ and of a man of genius, whose Pegasus, 

too vile a nature to be believed though endued with (ire, has no 

without the clearest evidence, inclination for fatigue^ than the 

Tliis disputes had hardly subsided, laboured finishings of a professed 

when a legal charge was made dramatist aiming at immortalitjr. 

against him for an offence similar His plots are somewhat irr^ular, 

to that befbre alluded to ; and it is and their catastrophes not afwayB 

but justice to his memory to de- conclusiv6> or perfectly wound up. 

clare, that the accusation was ge- Yet, with all tliese little deficien- 

nerally supposed to have originat* cies, it must be confessed that 

ed in malice, and that he was they contain more of one essential 

acquitted by the direction, and property of comedy^ viz. strong 

agreeable to. the sentiments^ of the character, than the writings of any 

judge ^ho tried him, after a very other of our modem authors) and 

long and strict investigation of all although the diction of his dialogue 

the circumstances of the affair, may not, from the general tenoor 

The shock, however^ which he re- of his subjects, either require^ or 

ceived from this disgraceful situa- admit of, the wit of a Congreve^ or 

tion is supposed to have had a~fatal the elegance of an Etherege^ yet 

efiect upon him. A few months it is constantly embellished with 

afterwards he was seized, while numberless strokes of keen satire^ 

on the stage, with a paralytic fit, and touches of temporary humour, 

from which he recovered suffi- such as only the clearest judgment 

ciently to spend the summer at and deepest discernment could die* 

Brighthelmstone,and from thence, tate 3 and though the language 

on the approach of winter, was spoken by his characters may at 

advised to remove to France. On first sight seem not the most accu- 

the 20th of October 1777* he ar- rate and correct, yet it will, on a 

rived at Dover, intending imme* closer examination, be found en« 

diately to proceed to Calais. But tirely dramatical 5 as it contains 

iibout eleven o'clock next mom- numbers of those natural minutiae 

Jng he complained of a shivering, of expression, on which the very 

and went to bed, where he was basis of character is fipequently 

seized with anotherfit, which lasted founded, and which render it the 

three hours ; after it was over he tmest mirror of the conversation 

lay very composed, and seemed in- of the times he wrote in. 

clined to sleep ; in a few mgj^utes It has been objected against Mr^ 

he began to breathe in a moaning Foote, that the introduction of 

tone, and at length fetched a deep real characters on the stage was not 

sigh, and expired. He was buried only ungenerous, but crael and un« 

in Westjrainster Abbe/. just } and that the rendering any 

Mr. Footers dramatic works are person the object of public ridicule^ 

all to be ranked among the peHie and laughter, was doing him the 

pieces of the theatre, as he never most essential injury possible, as it 

attempted any thing which at- was wounding the human breast in 

tained the bulk of the more perfect the tenderest point, viz. its pride 

drama. In the execution of them and self-opinion. Yet we cannot 

they are sometimes loose, negli- think this charge so strong as the 

gent, and unfinished, seeming ra- vehement opponeqts of mimicry 
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iRTOtild have it appear to be. Mr. graph, or a Cadwallader, havtf 
Foote himself, in his Minor, has ever had their originals in real life, 
very justly distinguished vi^ho are let those originals keep their own 
the proper objects of ridicule, counsel, remember the qid capU 
and the legal victims to the lash illefacit, and reform their respect 
of satire ; that is to say, those who tive follies. Nor can we help being 
appear what they are not, or would of opinion, that an author of thi9 
be what they cannot. When hy- kind, in some respects, is more use- 
pocrisy and dissimulation would ful to the age he lives in, than 
lay snares lor the fortunes, or con- those who only range abroad into 
laminate the principles of man- the Various scenes of life for gene- 
kind, it is surely but justice to the ral character. And although Mr. 
world to withdraw the notask, and Foote's dramatic pieces may not 
$how their natural faces with the perhaps > have the good fortune to 
distortions and shocking deformi- attain immortality, or be perfecdj 
ties they are really possessed of. relished by the audiences of a fii- 
And when affectation or singula- ture age ^ ^et we cannot deny him 
j^ty overbear the more valuable here the justice of bearing strong 
parts of any person*8 character, testimony to his merits, and rank-^ 
and render those disagreeable and ing him among the first of the 
wearisome companions, who, di- dramatists of i/us» 
vested of those characteristic foi- Ford, Thomas. This author 
jbles, might be valuable, sensible, lived in the reign of Charles L 
and entertaining members of the and was probably an Essex man ; 
community, it is themselves surely as he mentions himself to have 
who act the ridiculous part on the been of the neighbourhood of 
more extensive stage of the world j Maiden. He published one dra^ 
and it should rather be deemed an matic piece, entitled 
act of kindness both to the persons Love's Labyrinth, T. C. 8vo. 
themselves and their acquaintance 1660, 

to set up such a mirrour before Foade, Brownlow, appears 
them, as by pointing out to them- to have been some time a per- 
selves their absurd peculiarities,(and former in Ireland. He produced 
who is without some?) may afford one piece, taken from Gibber, and 
them an opportunity, by a»iend- printed at Newry, called 
ment, to destroy the resemblance. The Miraculous Cure; or. The 
and so avoid the ridicule : such a Citixen outwitted, F. 12mo. 1771« 
sort of kindness, as it would be, to Forde, John, was the second 
lead a person to a looking-glass son of Thomas Forde, Esq. and 
who had put on his peruke the was born at Ilsington, in Devon- 
wrong side foremost, instead of shire, where he was baptized, 
suffering him in that condition to April 17, 1586. He became a 
run the gauntlet in the mall or member of the Middle Temple, 
the playhouse, where he must per- Nov. 1 6, 1602, and wrote in the 
ceive the titter of the whole as- reigns of James I. and Charles I. 
sembly raised against him, without He was not only himself ^ well- 
knowing on what account it is wisher and devotee to the Muses, 
raised, or by what means to put a but also a friend and acquaintanct 
stop to it. In a word, if. a Sir of most of the poets of his time* 
Penurious Trifle, a Peter Para^ particularly of Rowley and Dek- 
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Iter, with whom he joined, in the 
Compositic. n'^some of their plays. 
-He wrote, however, eleven dra- 
Riatic pieces on his own foundation 
entirely, all of which have consi- 
derable merit, and met with good 
success. Not only his genius as a 
writer, but his disposition as a man, 
seems to have been more inclined 
to tragedy than comedy, at least if 
we may be allowed to form our 
judgment on a distich concerning 
him, written by a contemporary 
poet : 

Deep in a dump John Forde was alone 

got. 
With folded arms, and melancholy hat. 

According to the custom of that 
time, his name is not affixed to any 
of his- plays ; but they may be 
known by an anagram, generally 
printed in the title-page, instead of 
a name, viz, 

Fide Honor ; 
and the titles of them are as in the 
. foUbwing list : 

1. Tke Lovers Melancholy, T. 
C. 4to. 16;2^. 

2. Love's Sacrifice. T, 4to. l633. 

3. *Tis Pity She's a Whore, T., 
4to. 1633. 

4. The broken Heart, T. 4to. 
1633. . 

5. Perkin WarbecL Hist. 4to. 
1634. 

6. Fancies Chaitand Nolle. T. 
C. 4to. 1638. 

7. The Ladies Trial. T. C. 4to. 

8. The Sun's Darling. M. 4to. 
1 656. ( Assisted by Dekker . ) 

g. Beauty in a Trance, N. P. 

10. The Royal Combat. C. N.P. 

1 1. Jn ill Beginning has a good 
End, and a lad Beginning may 
have a good" End. N. P. 

12. The London Merchant. N.P. 
■ The third of these is an admir- 
able play, and is to be found in 
Uodsley's Collection, vol, viii. 



He also assisted Dekker and 
Rowley in the writing of another 
piece, entitled, 

TThe Witch of Edmonton, Tn 
Com. 4to. 1658. 

Winstanley observes, that this 
author was very beneficial to the 
Red Bull and Fortune play-houses, 
as may appear by the plays which 
he wrote. But this is apparently 
a mistake; since in the several title- 
pages to his plays they will be 
found to have been all acted either 
at the Globe,' or the Phoenix, som^« 
times called the Cockpit. 

We know not when this author 
died; but as all his plays^ were 
published between I629 and I639, 
it is scarcely to be supposed that 
so rapid a course of genius coul4 
have been stopped all at once, by 
any thing but that great inevitable 
stroke; it is probable therefore 
that he may have died shortly after 
the last-mentioned year. For as 
to The Sun's Darling, written by 
him and Dekker, though not pub-* 
lisbed till 1656, yet Langbaine has 
informed us with respect to it, that 
it did not make its appearance in 
print till after the death of both its 
authors. 

Winstanley has also by mistake 
attributed to this author the play 
of Jjoves Labyrinth, written by 
Thomas Ford, before mentioned. 

Fob MI DO, Sir Cornelius. 
Under this name is entered in the 
book of the Stationers* Company, 
Sept. 9, 1653, one play, which 
was destroyed by Mr. Warburton*s 
servant, called 

The Governor, T. 
Forrest, Theodosius, an at- 
torney of high reputation, long 
resident in George Street, Yorl^ 
Buildings, was the author of many 
songs and one drama, entitled 

The Weathercock. McE. Svo. 
1775. 
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This gentleman^ having long vied or disliked by any of them, 
laboured with a nervous disorder^ He was considered^ as Johnson 
attended with a black jaundice, says of Gray by Pope, Swift; and 
unfortunately put an end to his Arbuthnot, as tb6ir playfellow and 
existence, Nov. 5, ly^^f at the companion, instead of their rival, 
age of about fifty-six. He was. His father (who wrote The Five 
aU his life long, in poetical ex- Days* Peregrination of Hogarth, 
pression, " tremblingly alive all himself, and three others, which 
*' o'er;'*, and was so anxious in the the late Mr. Gosling versi6ed, and 
service of his clients, that, at those Mr. Nichols incorporated with his 
times, he may be said hardly to Anecdotes of Hogarth) called him 
have known what sleep was. He off from this seductive employment 
was obliged, on account of in- to the lucrative track of an attor« 
creasing bodily and mental dis- ney, and made him serve a clerk- 
tresses, to resign a great pari of ship under him : but though he 
liis professional business. It was was obliged to consider the law ai 
hoped by his acquaintance, that a six his wife, the arts were, the mis* 
weeks tour which he took into Ire- tresses of his affectioa. He 
land the preceding summer, would had a passion for rousic^ though 
have restored his health, and con- he- played upon no instrument ; 
tinned him much longer among' could catch a favourite air with 
the circle of those he loved, and surprising quickness, and had a 
who loved him ; for he declared, very agreeable manner of singing, 
on his return, that he went firom He seldom failed attending the 
tiondon with every complaint, and Beef Steak Club every Saturday, 
felt not a disagreeable sensation of which he was early admitted a 
while he was absent from home, member (and of which his father 
But neither friendship, that sun- was one of the eldest), where his 
shine of life, nor prosperity, that pleasantries were much regarded, 
preserver of good humour to the If he was not able '' to set the 
end of it, could save him from the '^ table in a roar," yet he always 
gloom of dejection and despair, excited attention, and all thought 
Those who saw him during his themselves lucky in having Win 
last month perceived that '* Me- for a guest. '^ He was fond to 
'• lancholy mark'd him for her " spread friendships, but (thoi^h 
^*^ own j" and it was a greater sor- '* a man of the law) to cover 
row than surprise to them to find, " heats.** He was also happy in 
that, in the desertion of reason, his poetical talent, composed many 
*' he took arms against a sea of songs, and sung them well- Bat 
'^ troubles,*' and left his post as he seldom suffered sing-song, or 
a sentinel, before he was sum- epigram, to break in upon his line 
moned away. At the beginning of business. '' He penn'd no 
of life, he studied drawing under *' stanza when he should engross;" 
Lambert, one of the first land- — parchments, not poetry, lay up- 
scape-painters of his time ; and on his office-table — 1\ was crowd- 
till a year or twa before his death, ed with leases and conveyances., 
he annually exhibited a drawing He had as many friends, and as few 
at the Royal Academy. He was enemies, as can be supposed-* 
universally known to the masters perhaps none but what the prose^^ 
in the polite arts, but was not en- cuting law made him. He had a; 



253 



FR A 



FR A 



plentiful incoine> and was pos- 
lessed of money in the funds. He 
was affectionately^ and perhaps by 
iome> on account of his figure, 
for he was rather under the com- 
mon size, called Little Forrest ; 
but he was a giant in the estima- 
tion of all of both sexes who knew 
him. 

FouNTikiN, John. This gen- 
tleman lived in Devonshire, and 
soon after the Restoration publish- 
ed a play, which he had written 
for the amusement of some leisure 
hours, and without any view to the 
stage, entitled. 

The Rewardi of Virtue. C.4io. 
1661. 

About eight years after its first* 
publication, however, the author 
being dead, Mr. Shadwell took it 
in hand,iind> making some altera- 
tions in it, brought it on the stage, 
where it met with very good suc- 
cess, under the title of 

The Bayed Shepherdess. T. C. 
4to. lQ6g. 

Fbancis, Philip. This gen- 
tleman was of Irish extraction, if 
not born in that kingdom. His 
father was a dignified clei^man, . 
being dean of some cathedral, and 
also rector of St. Mary, Dublin ; 
whence he was ejected by the 
court, on account of his Tory prin- 
ciples, after he had enjoyed the 
living eighteen years. Our pre* 
sent author, his son, was also bred 
to the church, and had a doctor's 
degree conferred on him. He was 
more celebrated as a translator 
tban an original writer $ his ver- 
aions of Horace and Demosthenes, 
particularly the former, having met 
witb gnsat applause. He was also 
9 considerable political writer^ and, 
at the beginning of the present 
reign, is supposed to have been 
eoxploy^ by Ukb govarnment in 
wntinf in its daftnce } for which 



he was promoted to the rectory of 
Barrow, in Sufiblk, at the desire 
of Lord Holland, and to the chap- 
lainship of Chelsea Hospital. H^ 
died at Bath, the 5 th of March 
1773, leaving a son, now Sif 
Philip Francis, Knight of the Bath, 
who was one of the supreme coun- 
cil at Bengal during the govern- 
ment of Mr. Hastings, with whom 
he had a duel in Calcutta. 

As a dramatic writer Dr. Fran->^ 
cis was not very successful } hav- 
ing written only two pieces, which 
were but coolly received. Tha 
titles of them are, 

1. Eugenia. T. 8vo. 1752. 

2. Cmistantvne. T. Svo. 1754. 
Churchill once said in conversa- 
tion, that he intended to write a 
satirical poem, in which Francis 
was to make his appearance in tht 
character of the ordinary of New- 
gate. 

Francis, — . A person of 
this name is the author of 

Tlie Enchanted Wood, Leg. Dr. 
Svo. 1792. 

Francklin, Dr. Thomas. This 
learned and ingenious author was. 
the son of Richard Francklin, well 
known as the printer of an anti* 
ministerial paper called The Crafts^ 
man \ in the conduct of which ha 
received great assistance from Lord 
Bolingbroke, Mr. Pulteney, and 
Qther excellent writers, who then 
opposed Sir Robert Walpole*s mea- 
sures. By the advice of the second 
of these gentlemen, it is said, 
our author was devoted to the 
church, with a promise of being 
provid^ for by the patriot, who 
afterwards forgot his undertaking, 
and entirely neglected him. Ha 
was educated at Westminster 
school, from whence be went to 
the university of Cambridge, where 
be became fellow of Trmity Coti* 
iegei» He egrly solicited th^ notiic^ 
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ef the world by a translation of 
Pha]ari6*s Epistles^ published in 
8vo. 1749, and of Cicero on the 
Nature of the Gods, with philoso- 
phical notes, and jin Enquiry into 
ike Astronomy and Anatomy of the 
j^ncients, reprinted 8vo. 1775. On 
the 27th June 1750, he was cho- 
sen Greek professor, in oppositiod 
to Mr. Barford, of King's College, 
and in the same year became in- 
volved in a dispute with the uni- 
versity on the following occasion : 
On the 17th of November, he, 
with a number of gentlemen edu- 
. cated at Westrain»ter school, hav- 
ing met at a tavern, according to 
custom, to celebrate Queen Eli- 
zabeth's anniversary, they were 
interrupted by the senior proctor, 
who came into the company after 
eleven o'clock at night, and or- 
dered them to depart, it being an 
irregular hour. Deeming them- 
itelves affronted by this intrusion, 
some words passed between the 
gentlemen and the officer, who, 
in his turn, being also offended, 
sommoned several of them before 
the Vice-chancellor, who repri* 
manded four, and fined others. 
Mr. Francklin, who was one of 
the party, had his share in the al- 
tercation, and is supposed to have 
been the author of a pamphlet, 
entitled An Authentic Narrative of 
the late extraordinary Proceedings, 
'at Cambridge, against the IVest- 
minster Club, London, 8vo. 1751; 
denying the charge of irregularity 
and insult, and censuring the proc- 
tor's behaviour as rigorous and 
unprecedented. This dispute en-*, 
gaged the attention of the univer- 
sity for some time, and occasioned 
much ill -blood among the mem- 
bers of that learned body, In the 
year 1753, he published a poem, 
ca|led TransUuion, in which he 



announced his intention of-^vmg 
a translation of Sophocles. 

In January 1757, on the period 
dical paper called The World being 
finished, he engaged to publish a 
similar One, under the tide of Thi 
Centinel, which was not success^ 
ful. The next year be published 
A Sermon, delivered the l/th of 
February, at Queen Street Chapel, 
where he was preacher, and ait 
St. Paul's, Covent Garden, where 
he was lecturer, on occasion of 
the Fast; and about November 
6th, he was preferred to the liv- 
ings of Ware and Thundricb, io 
Hertfordshire, on the death of Dr. 
Webster. In 1759 appeared his 
translation of Sophocles, in % vols. 
4io, which was followed by A 
Dissertation on Ancient Tragetfy, 
in which he mentioned the author 
of The Orphan of China by name, 
in terms of very gross abuse. Thai 
gentleman soon retaliated in a' 
severe poetical epistle, addressed 
to Dr. Samuel Johnson ; and the. 
enmity between them was carried 
to such a pitch, that our author 
even had recourse to the law for 
protection, and swore the peace 
against his antagonist. We re- 
luember on this occasion the fol-- 
lowing verses being handed about 
in MS. 

TO MR. MtTHPHY. 
Had you been damn'd, good Francklin 

had been easy. 
Nor had the Law and Gospel join'd to 

tease ye ; 
But fame like yours no Christian soul 

can bear. 
But feme like yours would make a Pai^oi^ 

swear. 
And. yet for all his oaths the priest i»' 

sore, 
^or will enjoy the peace for which he 

swore, 
Unless he bind you too — to write no 

more. • . "^ 

We believe, however, thattbflf 
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combatants afterwards agreed to a skips, 8vo. This admirable piec<|, 

cessation of hostilities. At this of humour is anonymous. The 

f ime he ;s supposed to have been next year he wrote An Ode on the 

concerned in writing some articles Institution of the Royal Academy^ 

in The Critical Review, On the January 1st 3 and on March 13th 

20thof January 17^9* he married he repaid the obligation he had 

Miss Venables ; and in 17^$ 1^ received from Mrs. Yates's excel- 

preached and published A Sermon lent performance of the character 

Um the King*s Death, of Margaret of Anjou^ in The Earl 

\ Were we to judge of our au« of Warwick, by presenting her 

thor*s character by the testimony with a translation of Voltaire's 

of a hand not friendly to him, we Orestes, acted at Covent Garden, 

should not hold him in that degree for her benefit. On the 6th July 

Of respect which we are inclined 1 77^f he took the degree of doctor 

to consider him in. Not withstand- of divinity. In March l77^r he 

Ing his learning and abilities, he preached a Sermon for the benefit 

seems to have been not much . of unfortunate persons confined 

esteemed by his contemporaries, for small debts 3 and in the same 

Churchill, in his Rosdad, says, year produced another tragedy^ 

Others for Ffiuickrin votc4, but 't wa* ^^ Drury Lane, translated from 

known Voltaire, called Electra, In 1775, 

He sicken'd at all triumphs but his own. at the same Theatre, Matilda, 

How far he deserved this cen* taken, as was The Earlof Wdrunck, 
vxsQy is best known to those who from a French play, called Due de 
iwre most intimate with him. Foix, without any acknowledg- 
er the credit of literature, we ment. This was followed by The 
hope it is unfounded. Contract, a farce ^cted at the Hay- 
In 1768 he preached a sermon market in 177^9 ^tth no success, 
before the sons of the clergy, About this time he was presented 
which was afterwards printed 5 ta the living of Brasted, in Surry, 
and in 1765 set forth a volume of which he held to his death. He 
Sermons on the Relative Duties, had several years employed him- 
whioh were favourably received self in translating the works of 
by the public. The next year he Lucian, which he completed and 
turned his attention to the stage^ published in 2 vols. 4to. 1780. 
and produced, at Drury Lane This was his last performance 
Theatre, The Earl of Warwick, a which has been published. He 
tragedy^ taken, without any ac- had written a tragedy on the subject 
knowledgement, from Monsieur of Mary Queen of Scots, of which, 
de la Harpe, but to which the ex- however, the prudery and ridiculous 
cellence of Mrs. Yates's perform- scruples of some principal actresses, 
ance gave a considerable reputa- who declined the part of Queen 
tioo* In November 1767 he was Elizabeth^preventedtherepresent- 
s^pointed chaplain to His Majesty, ation. It was announced several 
On the .16th of May 1768, be times, but without ever being 
exerted histal^its as a preacher in performed. Dr. Francklin died at 
behalf of the Charity for Female his house in Great Queen Street, 
Orphans^ at the Asylum 3 and in March 15, 1784. 
the same year published A Letter We shall now recapitulate the 
lo a iishopf concerning lecture- * dramatic pieces of which th^ 
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Doctor was either aothor or trans- 
lator, vis. 

ATranglation of Sophocle§^4to. 
1759» containing, 

1. Ajax. 

2. Elecira. 

3. CEd^us Ttfrannus. 

4. jintigotte, 

5. CEditus Cohneus* 

6. Tracfdniiie. 

7. Pkilocieies. 

And the following plays : 

1. Elecira. T. translated from 
Voltaire. 12nio. 176I. 

2. The Earl of Wanvick. T. 
9vo. ijQdi 

3. Orestes. T. translated from 
Voltaire. N.P. 

4. Matilda. T. 8vo. 1775. 

5. TAe Contract. C. 8vo. 1776. 

6. Tragopodagra ; or^ 7i^& Gbu/« 
T» translated from Lucian. 4to. 
178O. 

7. Mary 'Queen of Scots, T. 
stUl in MS. 

Dr. Francklin, like Mr, Foote, 
saffered a translation from the 
French to be printed in his name ; 
but perhaps fewj if more than 
those plays of Voltaire mentioned 
above, were really by him. It was 
e translation of Voltaire's Works, 
to which also Dr. Smollett's name 
appears, and contains the follow- 
ing pieces : 

1. CEdipus. T. 

2. Mariamne. T. 

3. Brutus. T. 

4; Semtramis. T. 

5. Tke Death of Caesar. T. 

6. Amelia; or. The Duke qf 
St. Foix. T. 

7. Orestes. T. 

8. TheProdigaL C. 

9. Merope. T. 

10. Nanine. C. 

11. The Babbler. C. 

12. Zara. T. 

13. The Prude. C. 

14. Pandora. O. . 



13. Mahomet. T. 

16. Socrates. Dram. Perform. 

17. AMra} or. The Americans. 

18. Catiline} or,. iZome pre* 
served, T. 

19. The Cojee-ilouse } or, TSe 
5co/c^ ^^^off. C. 

20. TAf Or^Aiin of China. T. 

21. Olym^ T* 
Franklin, Andrew. T1i» 

gentleman, a native of Ireland, 
and, we believe, editor of a newt- 
paper, has written the foUowing 
dramatic pieces : 

1. The Hypochondriac. M. £. 
1785. N.P. 

2. The Mermaid. F. 8yo. I7g2. 

3. A Trip to the Itore. U.JL 
8vo. 1797. 

4. The Wandering Jew. C. 8vo; 

1797. 

5. The Outlaws. M. D. 1798. 

N.P. 

6. Embarkatimi. M. £. 1799. 

7. Gaik/er Hall. F. 179». N.P. 

8. The Egyptian F^tumL C. 
Op. Svo. 1800. 

9. The Counterfeii. F. 1804. 
Fraunce, Abraham. Thif 

ancient author lived la the reign 
of Queen £lizabeth. According 
to 01d3rs*s MSS. he was bred tt 
the expense of Sir Philip Sidney « 
at St. John's College, Cnnbridge, 
where he took the degree of MJL 
and afterwards went to €rnnr'l 
Inn, where he continned ontil he 
^'as called to the bar of the court 
of the Marches in Wales. la 
August 1590, he was reaxomend' 
ed by Henry Earl of Pembroke to 
Lord Treasurer Burleigh, as a inan 
in every respect sufficient for tlie 
place of Her Majesty's solicitor in 
that court. What became of him 
afterwards does not appear. He 
has written several things in tht 
awkwardestofall verse, though at 
that time greatly in vogue, Engliik 
^xameter. Among other tbiof^ 
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Be has executed a translation of troubles lastfed^ he thoa^t proper 

Tasso'i Aminia, which he has de- to bury himself in retirement ; da- . 

dicated to the celebrated Countess ring which he employed his hours 

of Pembroke^ under the title of in the pursuit of poetry, apd pro- 

AmyrUas. Past. 4to. 1501. duced a tragedy, on which Lang- 
It is^ however, contained in the baine and other writers bestow a 
body of another piece, entitled very high character. It is entitled^ 

Countess ofPemhroke*s Ivy Church. Imperiale, T. 4to. l655. 

Play, in two Parts; or, more pro- Fkome, Samuel Blake. We 

perly speaking, a PiastoraL and an find this name prefixed to 

£l^y, of vflMh Amyntas is the Sketchesfrom Lafe. Op. [Songs 

former. only.] 8vo. I8O9. 

Free, John, D.D. was a co- Fbowob, Philip. This gen- 
pious writer on theology and poli- tleman*s father was post-master- 
tics; a very learned man; and a general in* the reign of Queen 
poet on various subjects, but of no Anne; and bis grandfather was Sir 
great excellence on any. He is Philip Frowde, who served King 
said, however, to have been a well- Charles I. in quality of colonel of 
principled Englishman, the firiend horse and colonel of foot, and was 
of his country, anid a very good- buried at Bath. When or where 
natured man. His name obtains our author was bom, or where 
II place in this work on account of he received his first rudiments of 
his bein^ author of learning, we have not been able 

Jephiha, Orat. ]2mo. 17^7* to ascertain. It is sufficient, how- 

Of his good-nature, the worthy ever, to observe, that he finished 

Doctor once gave what our readers his studies, though he does not 

will, perhaps, think a whimsical appear to have* taken any degree, 

instance; when in his very curious at the university of Oxford, where 

poem, called The Voluntary Exile, he had the honour of being parti«» 

he made a notable apology for the cularly distinguished by Mr. Addi* 

celebrated Charles Churchill -, par- son, who was so extremely pleased 

ticularly for his laying aside the with the elegance and purity of 

clerical gown, and for his parting some of his poetical performances^ 

from his wife, and living with especially those in Latin, that he 

another woman. gave them a place in his celebrated 

Freeman, Mark, of Taunton, collection, entitled the ilfu^^ ^n- 
in Somersetshire. This name is, glicanee; to whose merit so strong, 
we believe, a fictitious one. It a testimonial was given in the de- 
stands, however, in the title-page claration of that great French poet 
of one piece, which is both tern- M. Boileau Despreaux, that from 
porary and local, called the perusal of that collection h^ 

The Downfall of Bribery ; or, first conceived an idea of the great- 
Tike Honest Man of Taunton, B.O. ness of the British genius. In the 
8vp. 1733. dramatic way Mr. Frowde pro- 

Freeman, Ralph. This gen- duced two pieces, both in the tra- 

tleman lived in the time of King gic walk, entitled, 

Chariei I. and most probably is 1 . Fall of Saguntum,. T« 8vo.. 

the tame who was one of the mas- 1727* 

ters of requests in the reign of that 2. Philotas. T. 8vo. 1^31. 

monarch. While the Intestine Neither of them, however,, met 

VOL. |. s 
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with vej7 great success^ though of mindj a punctual sinoerify in 

thejr had strong interest to support friendship, and a strict adherence 

them, and were allowed to have to the practice of honour and ha- 

considerable merit ; especially the manity, were what added the most 

last, whose fate the author himself, brilliant ornaments to that charac- 

in his dedication of it to the Earl ter, and rendered him' an object 

of Chesterfield (who at the time of esteem and admiration to all 

wfien it was acted was ambassador who knew him. He was intenrad 

to the States General, and conse- in the burial-ground ia Lamb*i 

quently could not oblige the piece Conduit Fields. 
by his countenance at the repre- Fulwel« Ulpian. An ancient 

aentation)^ Jescribes by the words writer, of whom Wood has re- 

of Juvenal, Laudatur et algeL corded nothing farther than that 

Thus far, however, the judgment he lived in the reign of Queen 

of the public stands vindicated, that Elizabeth, was a native of, Somer- 

it must be confessed Mr. Frowde's setshire, and descended fcam $, 

tragedies have more poetry than good family there > that he wat 

pathos, more beauties of language born in 1556, and, at the age of 

to please in the closet, than strokes thirty years, became a commoner 

of incident and action to strike of St. Mary*s Hall, in Oxford ; 

and astonish in the theatre ; and that it does not appear whether he 

consequently they pight force a took any degree there, or not -, but 

due applause from the reading, at that while he continued in that 

the same time that they niight ap- house he was esteemed a person 

pear very heavy, and even insipid, of ingenuity by his contemporaries, 

in the representation. He wrote one moral oramatie 

This elegant writer died at his piece in rhyme, viz. 
lodgings in Cecil Street, in the JJke wU to Lih, qnSod the Devd 

Strand, Dec. I9, 1738, equally to Colier. Interl. 1568. 
lamented as he had been beloved; Ftfe, Alexander. All V9 

for though his writings had recom- know of this gentleman is, that b« 

mended him to public esteem, the lived in the reign of Queen Anoe« 

politeness of his genius was the and published a play, entitled 
least amiable part of his character; Trie Royal Martyr -, or, ISng 

as, besides the possession of the Charles L Trag. . 4to. 1?09 $ 

gre^t talents of wit and learning, which bad been previously printv 

an agreeable complaisance of be- ed, 4to, 1^05, ap4 caUf4 A. 

jbavlppr, a che^rftij benevolence opera. 
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G.J. SeeGouGH, J. of the lists of English dramatffr 

Gager, William, LL.D. This writers, which he is utidoobtedly 

very learned and ancient author entitled to be, as a native rf 

W^ do not £nd mentioned ip any this kingdom, notwithstanding bii 
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pieiDes ire written in the Latin said again by anj man th^t t^y 

tongue* In what year he was born succeed or come after him, JE{$ 

or died does not appear *, but h^ at length, however, gave up thf 

j^eceived the rudiments of his edu- point, either convinced by !Qr. 

cation at Westminster; from which Rainolds*8 arguments, or perhapt 

being removed to the university afraid of incurring censure, should 

of Oxford, he was entered a stu- he h^ve pursued the subject any 

ctent in Christ Church College, in further. Wood informs us th^ 

1574, where he took the degrees our author wrote several plays, gf 

in arts, and afterwards, entering which, however, he gives us the 

on the law line, took the degrees titles of no more than three, viz* 

in that faculty also, in 1599: I. Meleager* Tn 

about wliich time, being famed 2. Rivales, Com. 

for hi»excdlencies therein,, he be- 3. Ulysses rediw, Tr. 

came chancellor of the diocese of which are all written in Latin i 

Ely, being held in high esteem by and, as we are informed by the 

Dr. Martin Heton, the bishop of above-cited author, were dieted 

that see. The commendation with great applause in the refec- 

which Antlu k Wood gives of him tory of Christ Church College; but 

as to bis poetical talents, is some- only the first of them does he as- 

what extraordinary. '* He was sure us of having been printed^ 

(says that author) an excellent which it was at Oxford, in 4to. 

poet, especially , in the Latin 1^92, and occasioned the letters 

tongue, and reputed the best between the author and Dr. !Bai« 

comedian (by which we suppose nolds, of which we have befonr 

he means dramatic writer) of spoken. Dr. Grager was living at 

his time, whether (adds he) it or near the city of Ely, in 1010. 

'< was Edward Earl of Oxford, We cannot, however, omit one 

''Will. Rowley, the once oma- circumstance of our author, whiclv 

'' ment for wit and ingenuity of we are afraid wiU be np very 

f' Pembroke Hall, in Cambridge, strong recommendation of him to 

^ Richard Edwards, John Lylie, our fair readers ; viz. that in an 

^' Tho. Lodge, Geo. Gascoigne, act at Oxford, in 1 608, he. main- 

'' William Shakspeare, Tho. tained a thesis, that U tvas lawful 

*' Nash, or John Hey wood :*' a for husbands to heat their tvives, 

combination of names, indeed. This thesis was answered by Mr, 

ao oddly jumbled together, as must Heale, of Exeter College, an 

convince us that Mr. Wood was a avowed champion for the fair se^ 

much hetter biographer than a Galloway, GxpRoa. To a 

j^dge of dramatic writings. He writer of this name we find ascrib<- 

also tells us, that Dr. Gager was a ed two dramas, vir« 

pan of great gifts, a good scholar, > 1. Admirable Crkhion* T. 8vo« 

and an honest man; and that, in 1802. 

a controversy which he maintain- 2. The Battle ofhuncoffty^. Hist, 

ed in an epistolary correspondence P. 12mo. I8O6. . 

VithDr. John Rainolds, concern- Gambold, John, was. bom at 

log stage plays (which controversy Haverford West. He was for* 

was printed at Oxford, in 4fo. merly of Christ Church College> 

1629), he had said more for the Oxford, where he took the degree 

of playa than can well be of M. A. May 30, 17314. He waft 

s 2 
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iftnnvifdf, in 1740, when his only 
dramatic piece was written, mi- 
Siister of Staunton Harcourt, in 
Ox£[>rdsbire. But, falling among 
4m sect called Moravians, be re- 
linquished his connexion with the 
dHairch of England, and became 
professedly and steadily an ad he* 
Iwnt of the new doctrines. He 
mm for many years the principal 
pastcnr, or bishop, at their house 
in Nevil's Court, Fetter Lane ; but 
retired, about 176S, to his native 
town, where he died Sept. 13, 
1771 • He was a man of consider- 
able learning, and an ingenious 
aoechanic. He not only wrote, 
but printed with his own hands, 
many hymns and treatises, for the 
use of the Moravians ; and under- 
stood perfectly the whole art of 
jidock-making. He superintended 
the publication of many useful and 
valuable works, particularly the 
best edition of Lord Bacon, 1765 ; 
and was the author of 

The Mariyrdojn fff Ignafijif, T. 
8vo, 1773. 

Garpihpb, Matthew. 7hi$ 
author, we understand, was a na- 
tive of 'Ireland, and wrotj» twq 
dramatic pieces^ most probably 
performed ip that kingdom, whose 
jtitles were, 

1. Sharpers* Ballad Op. 12mp. 
1740. 

2. Parthian Hero. Trag. 8vo. 
1741. 

Gard^nbr, William. Of this 
writer we know no more than that 
his name is prefixed to 

The Sultana, Tr. 12rao/l80|5. 

Gardneh^ Mrs. formerly Miss 
Cheney, was the wife of an infe- 
rior actor, and was herself on the 
stage in the several theatres of 
London. She made her first ap- 
pearance at Drury Lane, In the 
year 1763, in the character of 
ftfigs Prue^in fi^opefor Love; and 



was well received at the Hayokar* 
ket,in several of Mr.Foote*s|Heoef. 
In the year 1777 she lefi England 
and went to Jamaica. On her re- 
turn from thence she visited Didn 
lin, and performed at the littletbea- 
tre in Capel Street, about the year 
1781^ when she quarrelled with 
the managers respecting a piece 
that she had written, and wfaicb, 
according to promisej tb^ were 
to have brought out : but such 
was the then miserable sitoation of 
' that theatre, that if they had k^ 
their wordi she could not hare 
derived from it dther fuat^ or 
emolument. On her return to 
London (17S2) she played occa- 
sionally; and attempted (sohi) an 
^ entertainment of her own oompo- 
* sition. Her dramatic pieces are 
two, viz. 

1. The Advertisemeni i or, J 
finld Stroke Jor a Hushand. Com. 
1777. N.P. 

2. The Female DramaHsL M. F. 
1782. N. P. 

Garfirlq, Bbnjamiw. In Bo- 
bert Baron's Pocula Casiali^ (8vo. 
1650) we find (p 112) sofpe verses 
addressed to this gentleman, as his 
*^ honoured friend Benj. Garfield, 
" Esquire, on his excellent tragi- 
" comedy, entitled 
*' The Unfortunate Fortunate." 
Garrick, Pavip. This ex- 
cellent actor, whose name will be 
ever held in respect by the admiren 
of theatrical represeptatipns, was 
the son of Peter jGrarrick, a captain 
in the army, who generally resided 
at Lichfield. |ie was bom at 
Hereford, wb^re his ^ther wasoo 
a recruiting party, and baptised 
February 28, 171ft as appears by 
the church register of thfs parish ci 
All Saipcs, in that city. His mo* 
ther*s maiden name was Arabella 
Clough, daughter to 6ne of the vi* 
cars in Lichfield cathedral. At the 
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age of^ten jears he was put under nor were the example and preoeptt 

the care of Mr. Hunter^ master of of so wise a man vainly bestowiedl 

the grammar-school at Lichfield, on a mind so acute as that of Mr^ 

but qoade no great progress in lite« Garrick. 

rature* He very early showed his His father died soon after, and 
attachment to dramatic entertain- was not long survived by his mo- 
ments y having, in the year 1727, then He then .eng^ed in the 
represented the character of Ser- wine-trade, in partnership with his 
geaut Kite, in The RecndHrigOffi' brother Peter Garrick ; but this 
cer^ with great applause. From connexion lasting but a short time, 
school be went to Lisbon, to visit he resolved to try his talents on the 
his uncle, but stayed only a short stage, and in the summer of 1 741 
time there before he returned to went down to Ipswich, where he 
England, on which he went again actied with great applause, under 
to Mr. Hunter; and, in 1735, the name of Lyddal. The part 
became the pupil of Dr. [then Mr.] which he first performed was that 
Samuel Johnson, who about that of Aboan, in the tragedy of Oroo- 
time undertook to teach the classics noko, 

to a certain number of young gen- After a summer spent in the 

tlemen, country, he determined to venture 

The progress he made under on the London stage. He had now 

this able tutor was not such as the essayed his powers^ and considered 

brilliancy of his parts might seem himself as worthy of a more re- 

to promise ; the vivacity of his spectabie situation in the theatre } 

character unfitted him for serious but it is generally said, that the 

pursuits, and his^ attention to the then directors of Drury Lane and 

drama prevailed over every other Covent Garden could not be in* 

object. After a time, Jdhnson duced to entertain the samd senti* 

grew tired of teaching ; and ments. He was therefore obliged 

Sf r, Garrick being desirous of a to accept the oflferjof Mr. Gifii^d, 

more active life, it was agreed then master of Goodman's Fields 

by both the pupil and his tutor to playhoqse, who engagedhim; and 

quit Lich^ld, and try their for- he made his first appearance theiis 

tunes in the metropolis. Theyac- on the Ipth of Qct. 1 741, in the 

cordingly set out together on the character of Richard thelhurd; ia 

2d of March 1 736 ; and on the 9th which, like the sun bursting fh}ni 

of the same month, Mr. Garrick behind an obscure cloud, he dis* 

was entered of Lincoln^s Inn, it played, in the very earliest dawn, 

being then intended that the law a somewhat more than meridian 

shoiud be his profession. Having brightness. In shtrt, his excel- 

had a recommendation from Mr. lence dazzled and astonished every 

Walmsley to Mr. Colson, master one; and the seeing a young man, 

of the school at Rochester, he on in no more than his twenty-fourth 

tbedeathof his unde, about 1737, year, and a novice to the 8tage# 

vent directly there, jvith a view to reaching at one single step to that 

finish his education. In the com- height of perfection which mato* 

pany of so rational a philosopher rtty of years and long practical 

as Mr. Colson, he was inopercep- experience had not b^n able to 

tibly and gradually improved in the bestow on the then capital perfbr*' 

tatept of tJwnlUng and reaftooing) mers on the £nj^ itage^ was* 

s3 
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phenomenon which could not but this winter of 174? opened it ^th 
become the object of universal spe- the best part of Mr. Fleetwood's 
ciilation^ and as universal admira- fbrmer company^ and the great 
don. The theatres toward the additional strength cxf Mr. l&nj, 
court-end of the itrim were on this Mrs. Pritchard^ and Mib. Gibber, 
ocbasioh deserted^ persons of all from Covent Garden, 
irtaks flockingto G^oodman's Fields, In this station Mr. Garrick con- 
where Mr. Garrick continued to tinned until the year 1776^ widi 
act till the close of the season; an interval of two years^fitim 17^ 
when, having very advantageous to I765, which he devoted to tra« 
terms offered him for performing veiling abroad ; and both by hii 
In Dublin during some part of the conduct as a manager, and his nn« 
summer, he went over thither, equalled merit as an actor, froth 
where he found the same just ho- year to year; added to the enter- 
ifaage paid to his merit which he tainment of the public, which with 
had rieceived from his own coun- an indefatigable assiduity he coh« 
irymen. To the service of the suited. Nor were the publib by 
latter, however, he esteemed him- any means ungrateful in- retnmt 
j^lf more immediately bound; and for that assiduity. On the con- 
therefore, in the ensuing winter, trary, by the warm and deserved 
l^gag^ liimself to Mr. Fleet- encouragement which it gate him, 
wood, then manager of Drury he was raised to that state of eAse 
Lane playhotse, in which theatre and affluehce to which it must 
he continued till the year 174&, surely be the wish of every honest 
Ih the winter of which he again heart to see superior excellenoe of 
lArent over to Ireland, and con- any kind 'exalted, 
tinned there through the whole of . An anecdote is related of Giwr- 
that season, being joipt manager rick and Preville, during the re- 
with Mr. Sheridan in the direction ' sidence of the former on the coo- 
and profits of the Theatre Royal tinent, which is worth in^rting, 
in Smock Alley. From thence he as a proof of his professional 
retumtd to England, and was en- talents : While Mr. Garnck was 
gaged for the seasort of 1746 with in France, he made a short excor- 
the late Mr. Bich, patentee of sion from the capital with the ce* 
Covent Grarden. This, however, lebrated Parisian performer^ Pre* 
\Was hi& last performance as an viHe. They were on horseback, 
hired actor; for, in the close of and I^eville took a fancy to act 
that season, Mr. Fleetwood's pa- the part of a drunken catvalier. 
tent for the management of Drury Garrick applauded the imitation, 
Lane being expired^ and that gen- but told him, he wanted one thing 
ticman having no inclination fur- which was els sen t r j d to Conjplete 
ther to pursue a design by which, the picture ; .he did hdt ihtJte Jus 
frorti his want of acquaintance legs drunk, •' Hold, intty £rieD4 
with the proper conduct of it, or " (said he^, and I will show ydo 
some other reasons, he had already '' an EJn^ish blood, who, after 
considerably impaired his fortune, ** having dined at a tavern, and 
Mr. Garrick, in conjunctioti with " swallowed three or four bottkl 
Mr. Lacy, purchased the property '' of Port, rnbunts his horse in a 
of that theatre, together with the '' summer eivening to go to . fail 
renovation of the patent ; and in '^ bat in the cootttTf*'' He Im* 
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mediately proceeded to exbiUt all 
the gradations of intoxication. He 
called to his servant, that the sun 
anid the fields were turning round 
biro; whipped and spurred his 
horse, until the animal renred and 
wheeled in every direction : at 
length be lost his whip, his feet 
Beeoied incnpable of resting in the 
stirrups, the bridle dropped from 
bis hand, and he appeared to have 
lost the Qse of all liis faculties. 
Finally, he fell from his horse in 
such a death-like manner, that 
Preville gave an involuntary cry 
of horror j and his terror greatly 
increased when he found that bis 
friend made no answers to bis 
questions. ASier wiping the dust 
^m his face, be asked again, with 
the eoxotion and anxiety of friend- 
ship, whether be was hurt. Gar- 
rick, whose eyes were closed, half 
opened c/at of them, hiccuped, 
ikhd, with the most natural tone of 
intoticatiott, called for another 
glass. P^reville was astonished ; 
and when Garrick started up, and 
resumed bis usual dem^nour^ the 
French^ actor exclaimed-^--" My 
" friend, allow the scholar to em- 
'' tifac^bis roaster, and-tbank him 
''■for the valuable lesson be has 
• " given bim."; 

After bis retunv frohi bis tra- 
reH, M^. Gftrrick declined the 
performaiice of any new charac- 
ters; bat continued to appear 
evfery sesAMm iii some of bis fa- 
▼ouritfe parts, tan til tb* year 1770^ 
when, satisfied with the wealth he 
had aequn^, and the fame be had 
established, and living in lamiliarity 
Witb many of the most respectable 
persons of the kingdom, he re- 
tire to the ctojoynient 6f repose 
from the fatigues of bis profes- 
•ion, and quitted the stage on the 
•lOtb day of June 177^> ^^^c' P^^^* 
^Giftnibg the diaracter of Don Fe« 
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lix, in Mrs. Centlivre's comedy of 
The Wonder, for the benefit oFtbe 
fund for decayed actors. JUler 
the comedy,' be came fbith and 
addressed the audiencie in Ae fol- 
lowing words : 
*' Ladies and Gentlemen,. 

" It has been customary with 
*' persons under my 'ciraimsta rices, 

to address you in a farewell 

epilogue. I had the' same in- 
" tention-, and turned rnVtboughts 
*' that way;, but ind^d 1 found 
*' myself then as incapafble of wnt- 
" ing sach an epilogue, as I should 
** be ri'<w of speak tng it. 

*' The jingle of rbyipe, iand the 
" language of fiction, wotildbcrt ill 
*' suit my present feeUu! R-"--^^^ 

Here for a moment he wiis'ft- 
capable of proceeding ufitil relieved 
by a flood of tears.-: — *^ » C; : ■ . 

" Whatever may^ tbeichfefeges 
" of my future life, the«;ep"Si- 
" pressioh I havcfof jro^jji* kindness 
•' will :r!ways remain Alfre'ft)cr?t»bg 
" his rnrid upon bls^bfeaSt) fixttl 
•'and unalterable. I'^'>ery 
f* readily iigree fo ndy siiccessl^ 
" having more skill and ability*!^ 
'* their station tban 1 havej blrt I 
" defy them all to take more iin- 
** cere and more unintemipled 
•• pains for your favour^ or to ][)e 
'* more truly sensible of it, than 
"• is your most obedient grateful 
''iaervant." 

This address met with" general 
and repeated applause, from all 
parts of the bouse, which was 
crowded alniost to sufFocatioril 

It! the year 1777' Mr» Garrick 
was desir^ to read a play befoiio 
the King and Queen, at Bucking- 
hani House, in the manner of 
Hohs. Le Texier, who /lad ob- 
tained great reputation by read* 
ing plays, sitting at a tablej 
and acting them a^she went' on. 
Mr. Garrick fixed upon bis 6wn 
94 
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farce of Letke, in which he intro- a discoiuon of Uf poGuUar exoel- 

d«ced, for the occasioDj the cha- lencies in the iauneose variety of 

raqlUer of an ungrateful Jew. There chambers he perfbrmed^ wookl be 

were present, the King^ Queen« a task, not only too ardnooi for 

princess Royal, Dutchess of Ar- us to attempt^ bat too ejOeonve 

gyle, and one or two more of the for the limits of the present work; 

ladies in waiting j but the coldness and^ indeed, to many readers of 

.with which this select party heard the present day would hb imperti- 

him, so opposite to the applause nent ax^ unnecessary, as they 

he had always been used to oq the must retain the recH^Uection of 

8tage» bad £nch an effect upon him, them. However, as readers in 

as to prevent his exertions ; or, to some more distant periods, when, 

use Mr. Grarrtck*s own words in as Mr. Gibber expresses it, ike 

relating the circumstance, '' it was anitnated graces of the player wUl, 

/' (said he) as if they had thrown at best, hut faintly gUmmer through 

*'« a wet blanket over me.'* the fnemory, or imperfect attesta- 

In January 1777 » Mr. Garrick tion, of a few surviving spectators', 

was put into the commission of nay, when even these testimonials 

the peace; a 6ct that had hitherto, shall be unattainable, will be de- 

we believe, been very little known, sirous of forming to their ideas a 

■But we do not learn that he ever portrait of the pqrson and manner 

acted IB that character. of this amazing performer > we 

At this period, the stone, a dis- shall here bequeath oar littk mite 

order to which he had been long to future dttgiatic history, by of« 

subject, 'began td make such in- fering such a Vude sketch of them, 

roads on his constitution, that the as, when touched up hereafter by 

ihappiness which he expected from some- other pencil, nmy answer 

letiresaent was often interrupt- the intended purpose^ and prove a 

.ed, and sometimes destroyed, by perfect picture. 



the violence of the pain he en- Mr. Garrick in bis person 
dared. He had been used to try low, yet wcdi shaped and neatly 
the effects of quack medicines, to proportioned, and, havii^ added 
n^ieye him from the torments the qualifications of dancing and 
which he suffered, and it has been fencing to that natural gentility 
thought that his health received of manner, which no art canbe> 
^much injury from this injudicious stow, but with wjiich oior great 
mode of tampering with his ma- mother nature endows many, even 
lady. At Christmas 1/78 he visited fromin&ncy, his deportnoent was 
Lord Sf^ncer, at Althorpe, where constantly easy, natural, and en- 
he was taken ill* but recovered gaging. His complexion vas 
sufficiently to return to London, dark; and the features of his ftce» 
and died at his house in the Adel- which were pleasingly r^^ohor, 
phi, after a few days' sickness, were animatec| by a full black m, 
on the 20th January 1779* His brilliant and penetrating. His 
body was interred, with great voice was clear, melodioos, and 
funeral pomp^ in Westminster commanding; and, altboq^ it 
Abbey, on the 1st of February might not possess the stmg oicr- 
following. bearing powers of Mr. Mossop's, 
To enter into a particular detail or the musical sv^eetsess of Mr. 
of Mr. Garrick*s se^'cral merits, or Barry's, yet it appeared to have a 
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much greater compass of variety 
than either ; and, from Mr. Gar- 
rick's judicious manner of con- 
ducting it, enjoyed that articulation 
and piercing distinctness, which 
rendered • it equally intelligible, 
even to the most distant parts of 
an audience, in the gentle whis- 
pers of murmuring love, the half- 
smothered accents of in.felt passion, 
or the professed and sometimes 
awkward concealments of an. aside 
speech in comedy, as in the rants 
oif rage, the darings of despair, or 
all the open violence of tragical 
enthusiasm. 

As to his particular forte or su- 
perior cast in > acting, it would be 
perhaps as difficult to determine 
it^ as it would be minutely to de- 
scribe his several excellencies in 
the very different casts in which 
he. at various times thought pro- 
pcr to appear. Particular supe- 
liority was swallowed up in his 
universality; and should it even be 
cooteodedt that there have been 
performers equal to him in their 
own respective fortes of playing, 
jet even their partisans must ac- 
knowledge there never existed any 
one performer that came near his 
excellence in so great a variety 
of parts* Tragedy, comedy, and 
farce, the lover and tlie hero, the 
jealous husband who suspects bis 
wife's virtue without cause, and 
the thoughtless lively rake who 
attacks it without design, were all 
alike open to his imitation, and all 
alike did honour to his execution. 
Every passion of the human breast 
-aeenied subjected to his powers of 
expression ; nay, even time itself 
appeared to stand still or advance 
as he would have it. Rage and 
ridicule, doubt and despair, trans» 
port and tenderness, compassion 
apd contempt, loye, jealousy, fear. 



fury, and simplicity, all -took in 
turn possession of his features, while 
each of (hem in turn appeared to 
be the sole possessor of those fea- 
tures. One night old age sat on 
his countenance, as if the wrinkles 
she had stamped there were indeli- 
ble; the next the gaiety and bloom 
of youth seemed to overspread his 
face, and smooth even those marks 
which time and muscular conform- 
ation might have really made 
there. Of ihes^ truths no one 
can be ignorant, who ever saw 
him in the several characters of 
Lear or Hamlet, Richard, Dorilas, 
Romeo, or Lusignan; Ranger, 
Bays, Drugger, Kitely, Brute, 
or Benedict. In short, nature, the 
mistress from whom alone this 
great performer borrowed all his 
lessons, being in herself inex- 
haustible, and her variations not 
to be numbered, it is by no means 
surprising, that this, her darling 
son, should find an unlimited scope 
for change and diversity in his 
manner of copying from her via- 
rious productions ; and, as if sho 
had froin his ^cradle marked him 
out for her trnfest representative, 
she bestowed on him such powers 
of expression in the muscles of his 
face, as no performer ever yet pos- 
sessed 5 not only for the display of 
a single passion, but also for the 
combination of those various con- 
flicts with which the human breast 
at times is fraught $ so that in his 
connteuauce, even when his lips 
were silent, his meaning stood por- 
trayed in characters too legible for 
any to mistake it. In a word, the 
beholder felt himself affected he 
knew not how; and it may be truly 
said of him, by future writers, 
what the poet has said of Shak- 
speare, that in his acting, as in the 
other's writing, 
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«' Hit pfl^verful stroltes presiding truth of theatrical condoct which OC^bt 

impress'd, nnquesttonabhr to be recorded to 

" And unresisted passion sw>rm'd the ^^ Garrick's hbUdUr, ««» the 

'*^^^' cause of virtue and morality, and 
During the course of his ma- the formation of public manneri, 
oagemeDt, the public, undoubt- are very considerably dependant 
ediy, were much obliged to him on it ; and that is, the zeal wi& 
for his indefetigable labour in the ' which he ever aime^ to banidi 
conduct of the theatre, And in the from the stage all those plays which 
pains he took to discover and gra- carry with them an immoral ten- 
tify its tastes and, though the dency; and to prune from thoaa 
iituation of a manager will per- which do not abscdutely on the 
petually be liable to attacks n-om whole promote the itktterestB cC 
disappointed authors and unde- vice, such scenes of licenticNisnesi 
serving performers i yet, it is ap- and libertinism as a redundancy of 
parent, from the barrenness both wit and too great liveliness oi ihuh 
of plays and players of merit which gination have indnbed some of oar 
Ibr some years appeared at the comic writers to indulge them* 
opposite theatre, tliat this gentle- selves in, and to which the sym- 
man could not have refused accept- pathetic disposition of m ag^ of 
«nce to many, of either kind, that gallantry and intrigue had gmn 
were any way deserving of the a sanction. The purity of the 
town's regard. In short, it does English stage was certainly mudi 
Dot appear thnt this is the age of more fully established during the 
eitlier dramatic or theatrical ge- administration of this theatrical 
nius ; and yet it is very apparent, minister, than it had ever been, 
that the pains Mr. Garrick took during preceding managements : 
in rearing many tender lAants of for what the public taste had itself 
the latter kind, added several va- in some measure begun; he, by 
luable performers to the English keeping that taste within its pro- 
stage, whose first blossoms were per channel, and feeding it with a 
fax from promising so fair a fruit pure and untainted stream, seemed 
as they afterwards produced : and to have^ completed 5 and to have 
that, among the several dramatic endeavoured as much as possible to 
pieces which made their first ap- keep up to the promise mad^ iti 

Cirance on the theatre in Drury the prologue above quoted, and 
ne, there are very few whose which was spoken at the first open- 
authors have not acknowledged lag of that theatre under his di- 
themselves greatly indebted to this rection, viz. 

ccentleman for useful hints or ad- ^, _ , - • ^ * u • • 

° ^ 1* -»«.• ^ 4.^ u- u " Bade scenic virtue form the nsinr age, 

yantageous alterations, to which ^ And truth diffuse her nuUancT ftS 
dieir success has in great measure the stage." 

been owing. Add to this care^ 

the revival of many pieces of the His superiority to all others in 

more early writers; pieces pos- one branch of excellence, however, 

sessed of great merit, but which must not make us overlook the 

had, either through the neglect or rank he is entitled to stand in as to 

Ignorance of other managers, lain another ; nor our remembrance of 

for a long time unemployed and his having been the ^rst actor 
disregard^. Bat there u one ^axt Um^ loduoe us tp forget^ that he 
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was far from being the last writer, 18. The Farmer* s Return frovk 

J^otwithstandiDg the numberless London, I. 4to. 1762; 

and laborious avocations attending XQ.AMidsummerNight^sDream. 

on his profession as an actor^. and Altered. 8vo. 17^3. 

bis station as a manager^ yet still 20. The Clandestine Marriage^ 

fais active genius was perpetually C. 8vo. 1766. 

bursting forth in various little pro- 21. The Country Girl. C. al« 

ductions both in the dramatic and tered. Svo. 1766. 

poetical wdj, whose merit cannot 22. Neck or Nothing, F. Svo. 

but make us regret his want of 1766, 

time for the pursuit of more 23. Cymon. D. R. 8vo. 1767. 

extensive and important works. 24. A Peep behind the Curtain} 

' He is well known to have been or. The New Rehearsal. F. 8vo, 

the author of the following 5 ^7^7 • 

fome of which are originals, and 25. Ode on dedicating aStatui 

the rest translations or alterations to Shakspeare. 4to. 176^* 

from other authors, with a design 26. The Jubilee, D. £. I76g, 

to adapt them to the present taste N. P. 

of the public: 27. King Arthur; or. The BrU' 

1. The Lying Fdet. C. 8vo. tish Worthy. D. O. altered. 8vo. 
1741. 1770. 

2. Miss in her Teens-, or. The 28. Hamlet. T. altered. 1771. 
Medley of Lovers. F. 8vo. 1747. N. P. 

3. Lethe. D. S. 8vo. 1749. 29. The Institution of the Garter. 

4. Romeo tmd Juliet. T. altiered. 8vo. 1771. 

l2mo. 1750. ^0. The Irish Widow. C. 8vo. 

5. Every Man in his Humour. 1772. 

31. The Chances, C. altered* 
8vo. 1773. , 

32. Albumaxar, C, altered. Svo^ 
1773. 

33. Alfred. T. altered. 8vd. 
1773. ' . 

34. A Christmas Tale. D. E. 
Svo. 1774. 

35. The Meeting of the Company, 



C. 8V0. l}^52. 

6. The Fairies. O. Svo. 1755. 

7. The Tempest. O. Svo. 1756. 

8. Catharine and Petrucfno. F, 
Svo. 1756. 

g. LilUput. D. E. Svo. 1757. 

10. Tite Male Coquette 5 or. 
Seventeen Hundred and Fifty -seven. 
F. 8vo. 1757. 



11. Florizel and Pcrdita. D. P. Pre). 1774. N. P. 



1756. Printed Svo. 1758, 

12. Gamesters. C. altered. Svo. 
•J 75s. 

13. Isabella ; or. The Fatal Maf^ 
riage. P. altered. Svo. 1758. 

14. The Guardian. C. Svo. 

1759. 

15. Harlequin* s Invasion. Pant. 

^759. N. P. 

16. The Enchanter; or. Love 
and Magic. M. D. 8vo. 176O. 

17. PymbeBne. T.altered. l2mo. 
• 1761. 



36. Bon Ton 5 or. High Life 
above Stairs. F. Svo. 1775. 

37. May Day. M.F. Svo. 1 775. 

38. The Theatrical Candidates, 
Mus. Prel. Svo. 1775. 

39. Linco*s Travels, Int. 1767. 
*12mo. 1785. 

He also altered Mahomet, and 
some other pieces. 

Besides these, Mr. Garrick was 
the author of an ode on the death 
of Mr. Pelham, which, in less than 
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lions. The prologues^ epilogues, 
and songs, which he wrote, are 
aknost innumerable, and possess a 
considerable degree of happiness 
both in conception and execution. 
It would, however, be in vain to 
attempt sluj enumeration of them 
in this place ; and it is indeed the 
less necessary, as we cannot doubt 
but some one of his surviving 
friends will take care to give a 
complete edition of his works, in 
such a manner as will do honour 
to his memory. 

Garter, Thomas. We meet 
with no mention of this gentleman 
^ong any 6T the writers, excepting 
only in Coxeter^s MS. notes, where, 
without any further account, a very 
old piece, published about the mid- 
dle of Queen Elizabeth's reign, is 
ascribed to a person of this name. 
The piece itself is entitled The 
Commody of 
Susanna. 1578. 
Gascoionb, George. This 
gentleman flourished in the begin- 
ning of Ctueen Elizabeth's reign. 
He was born at Walthamstow in 
ihe Forest, in Essex, and had a 
taste of each of our famous uni- 
versities before he was entered of 
Gcays Inn ; for his volatile temper 
made him soon leave one of these 
delightful places for another, and 
all of them for the army; where 
his behaviour was so signally biave, 
as certainly to entitle htm to the 
motto he took of Tarn Marti quam 
Mercmrio. 

In this station he was for some 
time in various cities of Holland 3 
after which he went to France, in 
order to see and study the manners 
of that court, where he happened 
to meet with a Scottish lady, whom 
he fell in love with and married. 
At length, being tired of this ram- 
bling way of life, he came back 
to England^ and returned to Grays 



Inn, where he composed most of 
his various pieces 3 and afterwards 
to his native place; where, says 
Coxeter, he died and was buried, 
in his middle age> anno 1578. 
There is, however, an old piece 
in verse (in black letter and with- 
out date, 4to. London) > entitled 
ji Remembrance of the weU-tM' 
ployed Life and godly End qfQewgt 
Gascoigne, Esq. tvho debased at 
Stamford in JUncolnshire, the Jtk 
of Oct. 1577. The Report of George 
Whetstonesy Gentleman, aa Eye- 
tvitness of his godly and ckaritabU 
End in this IVorld. 

Hie dramatic pieces he has left 
behind him are four in number; 
their names as follow : 

1. The Supposes. C. tnmtiated 
from Ariosto. 4to. 1566. 

2. Jocasta. T. translated, in 
conjunction with Francis Kinwell- 
marshe, from Euripides. 4to. 1575. 

3. The Glass of G^emment* T. 
C. 4to. 1575. 

4. The Princely Pleasures of 
Kenelworth Castle. M. 4to. 1587- 

His works, including the first 
three, were printed in 4to. B.L 
1575, with this title. The Posies 
of George Gasctngne, Esq. correctd 
and augmented ^the Author I aod 
again with The Princefy Pleasurts 
of Keneluforth, A Masouefar Lord 
Montacute, and other pieces, in 4to.. 
B. L. 1587. 

Besides these pieces, he wrote 
several other things in verse and 
prose, and at that early time vas 
esteemed not only a person of po- 
liteness, eloquence, and luicier- 
standing, but also the best lore 
poet extant; nor were his dn* 
matic works held in any trifling 
estimation. Among the rest S 
his nieces is a satire, called The 
Steel Glass, printed in I576, to 
which is prefixed the author's pic- 
ture in armour^ M^itb a ruff and. 9 
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arge beard. On his right hand 
hang a musquet and bandoliers, on 
his left stand an inkhorn and 
some books, and underwritten is 
the motto above mentioned, Tom 
Marti quam Mercurio, No very 
striking' mark, however, of the aa* 
thor*s modesty ! 

This gentleman was also author 
of '^ A delicate Diet for daintie 
'^ mouthde Dmnkardes j wherein 
** the fowie Abuse of common 
** Carousing and Quaffing with 
** hartie Draughtes is honestlie ad- 
monished. By George Gascojrne, 
Esq. Imprinted at London, by 
Richard Jhones, Aug. 22^ 1576." 
12mo. 

" The Droome of Domesday 5 
** wherein the Frailties and Mi- 
" series of Man's Life are lively 
" portrayed, and learnedly set 
" forth. Decided as appeareth in 
the Page next following. Trans- 
lated and collected by George 
Gascdgne, Esquier. Imprint^ 
^' at London, by Grabriel Cawood^ 
^^ dwelling in Paules Churchyard, 
" at the Signe of the Holy Ghost, 
f' 1576." 4to. 

He was, as Mr. Hea^y says, 
f a writer whose mind, though it 
" exhibits few marks of strei^gtb, 
^ is not destitute of delicacy ; he 
f* is smooth, sentimental, and har- 
" monious. Lord Gray of Wilton 
^* was his patron i from whom he 
' •' acknowledges to have received 
*' particular fevours." 

Gatakbb, Thomas. This aur 
thor has the addition of Gent, an- 
nexed to his name in the title- 
|iage of the only dramatic piece 
of his writing that we are ac« 
quainted with. It is called 

The Jealous Clown i or, The 

Lucky Mistake. Op. 8vo. 1730. 

Gat, Jo9n. This gentleman, 

descended from an ancient family 

itt DeTonshire^ was bom ^t Exeter, 
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and received his educati#n at the 
free-school of Barnstaple, in that 
county, under the care of Mr. 
William Rayner. He was bred a 
mercer in the Strand } but having 
a small fortune independent of 
business, and considering the at- 
tendance on a shop as a degra* 
dation of those talents which he 
found himself possessed of, he 
quitted that occupation, and ap« 
plied himself to other views, and 
to the indulgence of his inclina- 
tion for the Muses. Mr. Gay .was 
bom in the year 168S. In 17i2 
we find him secretary, or rather 
domestic steward, to the Dutchess 
of Monmputh $ in which station 
he continued till the beginning of 
the year 1714, at which tim^ he 
accompanied the Earl of Clarendon 
to Hanover, whither that noble- 
man was dispatched by Queen 
Anne. 

In tlie latter end of the same 
year, in consequence of the Queen's 
death, he returned to England* 
where he lived in the highest esti- 
mation and intimacy of friendship 
with many persons of the first dis- 
tinction both in rank and. abilities. 
He was even particularly taken 
notice of by Queen Caroline, then 
Princess of Wales, to whom he had 
the honour of reading in manu- 
script his tragedy of The Captives ; 
and in 1/26 dedicated his Fables, 
by permission, to theDuke of Cum- 
berland. From this countenance 
shown to him, and numberless pro- 
mises made him of preferment, it 
was reasonable to suppose, that be 
would havebeen genteelly provided 
for in some office suitable to his 
inclination and abilities. Instead 
of which, in 1727. he was offered 
the place of gentleman -usher to 
one of the youngest princesses j 
an office which, as he looked on it 
as rather an indv^v\vt<} \i^ ^ xsias^ 
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whose t|leDts might have been so idol of the town ; her pictures weie 

much better employed^ bethought engraven and sold in great num- 

proper to refuse i and some pretty bers ; her life written $ books of 

warm remonstrances were noade on letters and verses to her published j 

the occasion by his sincere friends and pamphlets made of even her 

and zealous patrons the Duke and very sayings and jests i nay, sbd 

Dutchess of Queensberry^ which herself was received to a station^ in 

terminated in those two noble per- consequence of which she, beforr 

Nonages withdrawing from court in her deaths attained the highest rank 

disgust. a female subject can acquire, be* 

Mr. Gay's dependence on the ingmarried to theDake of Boltoih 

promises of the great, and the dis- In short, the satire of this piece 

appointments he met with, he has was so striking, so apparent, and 

figuratively described in his fable so perfectly adapted to the taste of 

of The Hare with many Friends, all degrees of people, that it even 

However, the very extraordinary for that season overthrew the Ita- 

success he met with from public lian opera, that Dagon of the no* 

(encouragement made an ample bility and gentry, which had so 

amends, both with respect to satis- long seduced them to idolatry, and 

faction and emolument, for those which Dennis, by the labours and 

private disappointments: for, in outcries of a whole life, and many 

the season of 1727-8, appeared his other writers, by the force of rea* 

Beggar*s Opera, the success of son and reflection, had in vain 

which was not only unprecedented, endeavoured to drive from the 

but almost incredible. It had an throne of public taste. Y«t the 

uninterrupted run in London of Herculean exploit did this little 

sixty-three nights in the first sea- piece at once bring to its comple* 

son, and was renewed in the en- tion, and for some time recalled 

$uing one with equal approbation, the devotion of the town from an 

It spread into all the great towns adoration of mere sound aad showj 

pf England -, was played in many to the admiration of, and relish for, 

places to the thirtieth and fortieth true satire and sound understand^ 

time, and at Bath and Bristol fifty; ing. 

made its progress into Wales, Scot- The profits of this piece were so 
}and, and Ireland, in which last very great, both to the author and 
place it was acted for twenty-four Mr. Rich the manager, that it 
successive nights, and last of all gave rise to a quibble, which be- 
lt was performed at Minorca. Nor came frequent in the mouths of 
was the fame of it confined to the many, viz. That it had made fiich 
reading and representation alone, gay, and Gay rich ; and we have 
for the card-tablp and the drawing- heard it asserted, that the author's 
rgom shared with the theatre and own advantages from it were oot 
tlie closet in tl\is respect; the ladies less than two thousand pounds* 
carried about the favourite songs of In consequence of this success, 
U engraven on their fan -mounts, Mr. Gay was induced to write a 
and screens and other pieces of second part to it, which he entitled 
furniture were decorated with the Po//^. But, owing to the disgust sub- 
same. Miss Fenton, who acted sisting betwe^en himand thejcourt, 
Folly, though till then perfectly together with the misrepresenls- 
^bscure, became all at once the tions madeof hioa^ as^aviiiigbeea 
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the ax:^hor of some disaffected !!• 4. Three Hotirs after 

beis and seditious pamphlets, a C. 8vo. 1717* 

charge whicb^ however, be warmly 5. Dume, P. 4to. 17OO. 

disavows in his preface to this 6. The Captives. T. 8vo^ 1724. 

opera, a prohibition of it was 7* The Beggar^s Opera* 4to. 

sent from* ,the Lord Chamberlain, and 8vo. 172S. 

at the veiy time when every thing 8. Polly. O. 4to. 1729. 

was in r^iness for the rehearsal 9* The fVtfe of Bath, C. [Re* 

of it. This disappointment, how- written.] 8vo. 1/30. 

ever, was far from being a loss to 10. Ads and Galatea, P. O. 

tbe anthor; for, as it was after- 8vo. 1732. [Ser.] 8vo. 1782. 

wards confessed, even by his very 11. Achilles, O. 8vo. 1733. 

best friends, to be in every respect 12. The Distrest Wife, C. 8vo. 

infinitely inferior to the first part, 1743. 

it is more than probable, that it 13. The Rehearsal ai Goatham. 

inight have failed of that great F. 8vo. 17^4. 

s^ccess in the representation whit;b Most of the catalogues asccibe 

Mr. Gay might promise himself to him a piece, called 

fi'om it I whereas the profits arising No Fools like JVits, 

from the publication of it after- which is no more thnn a republi- 

wards in quarto, in consequence cation of Wright*s Female Firiuo- 

of a very large subscription, which soes, intended to expose Gibber's 

this appearance of persecution, plagiarism in The Refusal. Besides 

added to the author's great per- these, Mr. Gay wrote many very 

conal interest, procured for him, valuable pieces in verse; among 

were at least adequate to what which his Trivia ; or. The Art ^ 

could have accrued to him from a tioalldng the Streets of London ; 

moderate run, bad it been repre- though one of his first poetical at* 

lented. He afterwards new wrote tempts, is far from being the least 

The wye ofBath, which was the considerable ; but, as among his 

last dramatic piece by him that dramatic works, his ^e^^cp'*^ Opera 

made its appearancdi during his did at first, and perhaps ever .wHU 

life 3 his opera of Achilles, the stand as an unrivalled masterpiece, 

coviedy of the JDistrest Wife, and so, among his poetical works, his 

bis farce of The Rehearsal at Goat- Fables hold the same rank of estt- 

ham, being brought on the stage mation : the latter having been 

or published after his death. What almost as universally read as the 

other works he executed in the former was represented, and both 

dramatic way will be seep in the equally admired. It would there* 

ensuing list, and their several sucf fore \>q superfluous here to add 

cesses in the respective accounts of any thing further to these self- 

them in the second and third vo- reared monuments of his fame as 

lames of this wc»rk. Their titles a poet. As a man, he appears to 

are as follow : have been morally amiable. His 

1. The Mohocks, T.C. F. 8vo. disposition was sweet and affable, 

1712. his temper generous, and his con« 

2. The Wife of Bath* C. 4to, versation agreeable and entertain^ 

1713. ing. He had indeed one fi>ible> 

3. The What <f ye call it. T. C. too frequently incident to men of 
y. F. 8vo. 1715. 
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great literary abilities^ and which translator from the German of 

aubjected him at times to incon- four dramas, viz. 

veniencies, which otherwise he 1. Crime from Ambition. P. 

needed not to have experienced, 8vo. 1799. 

viz. an excess of indolence, which 2. Joanna of Montfauam, Dr. 

prevented him from exerting the Rom. 8vo. [1799 J 

full force of his talents. He was, 3. The Noble Lie. D. 8vo. ]799« 

however, not inattentive to the 4. Poverty and Nobleness (f 

means of procnring an independ- Mind. P, Svo. 1 799- 

ence, in which he would probably Gentleman, Francis, was 

have succeeded, had not his spirits born in York Street, Dublin,, the 

been kept down by disappoirit- 23d of October \ 723, and received 

snents. He had, however, saved his education in that city, where 

several thousand pounds at the tinie he was schoolfellow with the late 

of his death, which happened at Mr. Mossop, the tragedian. At 

the house of I he Duke and Dutchess the age of fifteen, he obt-tined a 

i^Queensberry, in Burlington Gar- lieutenant's commission in thesame 

dens, in December 1 732. He was regiment wherein his father was 

interred in Westminster Abbey, and major; but making an exchange 

a monument erected to his me- to a new-raised company, he was 

mory, at the expense of his afore- dismissed the service by his regi- 

mentioned noble benefactors, with ment being reduced at the con* 

an inscription expressive of their elusion of the war in 1748. Ott 

regards and his own deserts, and this event he indulged his inclina- 

an epitaph in verse by Mr. Pope ; tion for the stage, and accordingly 

but, as both of them are still in appeared at Smock Alley theatre, 

existence, and free of access to Dublin, in the character of Aboan, 

ever}' one, it would be imperii- in the play of Oroonoio, Not- 

nent to repeat either of ihem in withstanding an unconsequential 

this place. figure and uncommon timidity, be 

Gay, Joseph. This name is says, he succeeded beyond his most 
only a fictitious one, yet we could sanguine expectations; bat having 
not avoid giving it a place here ; some property, and hearing that a 
as otherwbe some readers might legacy had been left him by a re- 
be misled, by the finding it pre- lation, he determined to come to 
fixed to a dramatic piece, entitled London, wbete, it appears, hedis- 

The Confederates. F. 8vo. 1717* sipated the little fortune he pes- 

For an explanation of it, however, sessed. He then engaged toper- 

see Bbbval,Capt. John DuRANT. form at the theatre in Bath, and 

Gayton, Edmund, was author remained there some time. From 

of thence he went to Edinburgh, and 

Charity Triumphant. afterwards . belonged to several 

See Pageants, in Vol. HI. p. lip, companies of actors, at Manches- 

No. (27.) ter, Liverpool, Chester, and other 

Geffrey, John, was the an- places. Growing tired of a public 
thor of a very ancient play, still life, he settled at Malton, a mar- 
remaining in manuscript, entitled ket-town about twenty miles from 

The Bugbears* C. York, where he married and had 

Geiswbilbr, Maria, is the some expectation of being provided 
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for by the Marquis of Granby, to ing pieces, none of which have 

vrhoni be was recommended by a been pablished : 

gentleman who had known his 1. Osman. T. [About 175-1.] 

father. With this hope he re- 2. Zaphira, T. 1754. 

moved to London; but soon had 3. Richard II, T. altered. 1754. 

the mortification to find all his 4. The Mentalist, D. S. 1759. 

prospects clouded by the sudden 5. The Fairy Court, Int. l^^, 

death of his patron. In 1770 he 6. The Coxcombs, F. 1771. 

performed at the Hayroarket un- /. Orpheus and Eurtdice, Ser. 

der the management of Mr. Foote, Op. 1783. 

and continued with him three sea- " He was author of The Dramatic 
sons; when he was discharged, ^^Twor, 2 vols. 3 vo. 1 770; and bad 
" at a time of peculiar embarrass- the discredit of being editor of the 
** ment to the manager." Mr. worst edition that ever appeared of 
Grentleman afterwards returned to any English author: we mean 
Ireland, where he died on the 2 1st Shakspeare, as printed by Mr. Bell^ 
of Dec. 1784, in George Lane, 1774, 1775. ^ 
'Dublin } having for the last seven Geoffrey, schoolmaster (after- 
years of his life struggled under wards abbot) of Dunstable, wrote ' 
sickness and want to an uncommon a play to be acted by his scholars, 
degree of misery. From his own and which is called by Mr. Wartoa 
account, he seems to have had no the first drama exhibited in Eng« - 
great reason to be satisfied with his land. It was entitled 
success,' either as an actor or au- The Play of St, Catherine. 
thon Speaking of himself in the Gibson, Francis, collector of 
latter profession, he says, " I customs at Whitby, is author of 
** heartily wish I had been fated one dramatic piece, viz. 
^' to use an awl and end, sooner Streanshall Alley, P. 8vo. 
'^ than the peti ; for nothing but a 1800. 

*^ pensioned defender of govern- Giffard, Mr. an actor, and 

*' xnent, a sycophant to managers, long the manager of the old the- 

*'. or a slave td booksellers, can do atre in Goodman's Fields j where' 

** any thing more than crawl." he met with some success, not- 

He is the author of, withstanding the scheme was aban- 

1. Sejanus, T, 8vo. 1751. doned by the original proprietor, 

2. Oroonoko. T. altered. 12mo. Mr. Odell, who, for building and 
1760. opening this theatre, met with a 

3. The Stratford Julitee, C. great opposition from many re- 
8vo. 176&, , spectable merchants and citizens, 

4. The Sultan; or. Love and and even from thfe clergy, who 
Fame, T. 8vo. 177O. preached against it. Mr. Giffard 

5. The Tolacconist, C. 8vo. also purchased Mr. Booth's share 
1 77 1 • 3^ Drury Lane about the year 1 733, 

b, Cuputs Revenge. Past. 8vo, which he sold again to Mr. Fleet- 

177^* wood, being concerned in a new 

7. The Pantheonites. D. E. 8vo. and magnificent playhouse, built 

1773. by subscription, in Goodman's 

8. The Modish Wife. C. 9vo. Fields, notwithstanding the ill for- 

1774. tone which attended the other the- 
He is also author of the ftriUow- atre at this ^Uce^ 9x& ^s)^w^\^^« 

VOL. A T 
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tobefr 2, 1732, with the play of self bound to pay some regard to 
King Henry IK Here, however, her offspring. The younger son 
Mr. Gi^ard did not long remain, was sent to the almshouse, and, 
By the advice of his friends, he after having been bound out ap- 
took tlie Lincoln's Inn Fields the- prentice, died in a few years, 
atre, which was then deserted William was again sent to school, 
through the departure of Rich's He grew fond of arithmetic, and 
company to the n^w playhouse at began to be distinguished by his 
Covent Garden in 1733; and, master. The unfeeling C— — was 
having opened this theatre in 173^> soon, however, tired of the ex- 
continued manager of it two years, pense, and attempted to engage 
Still he retained his interest in the him in the drudgery of the plough, 
house at Groodman's Fields, to which he actually drove for one 
which he afterwards returned } day, and would drive no mare, 
and, under his management, Mr. Poor William was then intended, 
Garrick made his first appearance as he could write and cjrpher, for 
in London. During Mr. Garrick's a storehouse at NewfoondJand. He 
performances this theatre flourish- was, however, oddly rejected, be- 
eds but, on his departure, Giifard cause he was /' too small," and 
and his wife made the best terms was placed on bpard a coaster, at 
they could with Fleetwood, the Brixton, when little more than 
proprietor of Drury Lane. thirteen. In this hard and pe- 

This gentleman produced,though rilous situation, his constitution 
anonymously, naturally unfit for labour^ per* 

Merlin, &c. D.O. 8vo, .1/35* forniiing the duties of his calling, 
GiFFORD, William, a native and every menial office in the ca- 
of Ashburton, in Devonshire, was bin, with a love of literature, and, 
born in 1757. His father, a care- no doubt, the consciousness of 
less and improvident man, when powers qualified for a better fate, 
he died, left his mother with very be remained about a year. The 
scanty resources for the mainte- little ragged sailor-boy had, it 
nance of two children ; and she seems, excited the pity of the 
followed him to the grave in about women who travelled from Brix- 
a twelvemonth, when our author, ton to Ashburton with fish ; and 
the eldest child, was not thirteen, the people of the latter place began 
loan account of his own life,. pre« to murmur against his unfeeling 
fixed to his translation of Juvenal, godfather, who had reduced him 
Mr. GifFord informs us, that a man, to such an abject condition. This 
whom he mentions only under general ill-will against C—, the 
the initial C , but who was result of unadulterated humanity, 
his godfather, seized all the mo- induced him to send for poor WU- 
ther's little property, for money liam, whom he placed again at 
alleged to have been advanced to. school. Here his progress was 
her. Such, however, was the good rapid, and he was in a few months 
opinion which his mother's con- at the head of the school. And 
duct and character had excited, now he began to indulge a hope 
that the man who had thus, per- that, as his former schoolmaster, 
haps legally, but certainly in de- was aged and infirm, if the old 
fiance of humanity, possessed him- man should hold out three or four 
iP^lfofher property 4 thought hioi- years longer^ he might by that 
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{Period be qualified for the mil- 
n^ement of the school himself, 
l&od be a]^inted the successor* 
Thi» hope he communicated to 
C '■* , who treated it witli con- 
tempt, and bound him apprentice 
to a shoemaker. With this mastery 
detesting his business, he worked 
some years 5 andi though little able 
to indulge his bent towards literal* 
tare> he still cherished the hope of 
succeeding to the direction of the 
school> when his term of appren- 
ticeship should expire. Being neg'- 
ligent of his business, he sunk by 
degrees into the common drudge 
of the family. At this period his 
poetical powers began to break 
into actioQ. A few satirical verses 
dropped from him, which raised 
him into some reputation in the 
neighbourhood, much against the 
inclination of his master, who was 
afraid lest some of his customers 
should b6 hitched, into rhyme. 
The schoolmaster at length died, 
and all the hopes of young GiiFord* 
were blasted, by the appointment 
of .another to the vacancy. After 
this disappointment, he continued 
to drudge on in sullen discontent, 
till his twentieth year ; when his 
little poetical trifles attracted the 
notice of Mr. William Cookesley, 
" a name (says Mr. GiflTprd) ne- 
*' ver to fhe pronounced by me 
" without veneratioti." Now our 
author's fate arrived at a crisis, 
which was to lead to a more 
prosperous course of events. Mr. 
Cookesley, with discernment and 
benevolence, espoused the cause 
of the young man, collected his 
literary crudities, and raised a sub- 
scription for the author, expressly 
with a vieW to purchase the re- 
mainder of his apprenticeship, and . 
to maintain him a few months, 
■while he improved himself in 
writing ^ and English graoimar. 



After this arrangement, so dili- 
gently did he cultivate his talents, 
that in two years his master pro- 
nounced him fit for the university. 
Mr. Cookesley's aeal to serve him 
remained unabated j and, by his 
recommendatioti, Thomas Taylor, 
Esq. of Denbury, procured Mr. 
Gifibrd the oflSce of Bib. Lect. at 
Exeter College, Mr. Cookesley un- 
dertaking to provide for him till he 
had taken a degree. About this 
time he began to translate thei 
Satires of Juvenal, and had made 
such a progress in the work, that 
his friends advised him to under- 
take a version of the whole, and 
publish it by subscription. To this 
scheme he assented. The amiable 
and persevering friendship of Mr. 
Cookesley earnestly supported the 
plan, and opened a subscription at 
Ashburton, Mr. Gifford himself 
proposing another at Exeter Col- 
lege. Mr. Cookesley, though no 
great Latinist, undertook to revise 
the work, and possessed all the 
requisite taste and judgment for 
the task. Unhappily, soon after, 
our author was deprived of this 
excellent friend, who died sud- 
denly. Having made a consider- 
able progress in the work, Mr. 
Gifford was induced to abandon 
it, and to return the subscription- ■ ' 
money which he had received, 
contrary to the advice of Mr. Ser- 
vington Savery, who was disposed 
to render him every firiendly at- 
tention. At length 

" A lucky chance, that oft decides the . 

fate 
'* Of mighty monarchs, then decided" 

that of our author. He had con- 
tracted an acquaintance with a 
gentleman at Oxford^ to whom he 
was permitted to address letter^j 
while the latter was in London; 
under cover to the late Lord Gro«« 
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Veaor. Happening to omit the was a member of the society of 
direction to his corre8pondent> in Grays Inn> and had suffered con- 
one of the enclosed letters^ that siderably in the royal cstiae^ Mr* 
nobleman thought it was intended Gildon received the first nv^ments 
for himself, opened it, and hence of his education at the place where 
becoming acquainted with our au- he was born ; but at do more than 
thor's situation and talents, invited twelve years of age, his parents 
him to town, took him under his sent him over to Dooay in Hal- 
protection, appointed him precep- nault, and entered him in the 
tor to his son. Lord Belgrave, and English college of secular priests 
finally placed him in ease and in- there, with a view o€ bringing 
dependence. Our author*s first him up likewise to the priesthood; 
avowed work was The Boviad, a but all to no purpose ; for, during 
firee and spirited imitation of Per- a progress of fiveyebrs sto^ there, 
sius, which had a powerful effect he only ^found his inclinations 
on the vitiated taste of the times, more strongly confirmed for a quit» 
in routing the whole tribe of ppet- different course of life, 
asters of the Delia Crusca school. At nineteen years of age he re- 
in his next work. The Maviad, turned to England ; and, when he 
he pursued the same purpose, and was of age, and by the entrance 
effectually prevented that fantastic into his paternal fi>rtane, wluch 
breed firom ever rising into notice was not inconsiderable, rendered 
again. Our author has also shown in every respect capable of enjoy- 
great political talents, in a work ing the gaieties and pleasures of 
entitled The Antt'-JacoHn Exa" this polite town, he came up to 
miner ^ of which he is understood London $ wheVe, as men of genius 
to have been, the editor, and the and vivacity are too often deficient 
chief literary support. His trans- in the article of economy, he soon 
lation of Juvenal is characterized speni the best part of what he had v 
by genius and learning. and, that he might be sure, as 

In the biographical preface to Lord Townley says, never to mend 
this translation, Mr. Gifford men- it, he crowned his other impru- 
tions his having written two tra- deuces by marrying a young lady 

fedies, which were put into the without any fortune, at about the 
lands of some theatrical manager ; age of twenty-three; thereby add- 
but says, that he has never seen ing to his other incumbrances that 
them since : their titles were, of a growing family, without any 

1, The Oracle. . way improving his reduced ciiv 

2. The Italian, cumstances. 

GiLDON, Charles. This gen- During the reign of King James 
tleman was bom at Gillingbam, II. he dedicated a great deal of 
near Shaftesbury, in Dorsetshire, time to the study of the religions 
in the yjar 1(565. His parents controversies which then so strong- 
and family were all of the Romisli ly prevailed j and be declares, in 
persuasion, and consequently en- some of his writings, that it oo»t 
deavoured to instil the same prin- him above seven years study and 
ciples into our author ; but in contest, and a very close applies- ' 
vain \ for no sooner was he ca- tion to books, before he could 
pable of reasoning, than he rejected entirely overcome the prejudices 
that church's tenets. His father of his edacatio^i : ibr, though he 
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had' never given credit to the 
tenets of the church of Rorne^ 
nor could ever be brought to em- 
brace the ridiculous doctrine of 
her ipfallibtlity> yet^ as he had 
boen taught an early reverence to 
|)ie priesthood^ and a submissive 
obedience to their authority, it 
was along time before he assumed 
courage to think freely for himself, 
or dedare what he thought. 

A transition from the extreme of 
bigotry to that of infidelity, is a cir- 
cumstance not so uncommon as to 
create any surprise, when we ob- 
serve that it was exactly Mr, Gil- 
don's case. In I6g3, he ushered 
into the world The Oracles of Rea* 
son, written by Charles Blount, 
Esq. after that author's unhappy 
end, with a pompous eulogium 
,and a defence of self-murder. He 
was afterwards, however, as Dr. 
Leland observes (vol> i< Fiew of 
Deistkal Writers, p. 43), " con- 
" vinced of his error j of which 

* " he gave a remarkable proof, in 
" a good book which he published 
" in 1705, intituled The Deist's 
*' Manual i or, ji Rational En^ 
** quiry into the CkrisjAan Religion i 
" the ' greater part- of which is 
'' taken up .in vindicating thedoc- 
.'* trines of the existence and at- 
" tributes of God, his providence 
'* and government of the world, 
" the immortality of the soul, and 
'* a future state.*' , 

Having, as before observed, 
.greatly injured his fortune by 
thoughtlessness and dissipation, he 
was now obliged to consider of 
some method for the retrieving it, 
or indeed rather for the means of 
subsistence; and he himself can- 
didly owns, in his essays, that ne- 
cessity (the general inducement) 

. -ivas his first motive for venturing 
to be an author ; nor was it till he 
}iad arrived at his twp-and- thirtieth 
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year, that he made any attempt in 
the dramatic way. 

He died on Sunday the 12th of 
Jan. 1723-4$ nor can we give a 
better summary of his literary cha- 
racter, than by mentioning what 
was at the time said of. him in 
Boyefs Political State, vol. xxvii. 
p. 10^, where he is said to have 
been *' a person of great litera- 
" ture, but a mean genius $ who, 
*' havibg attempted several kinds 
of writing, never gained much 
reputation in any. Among other 
treatises, he wrote the English 
Art of Poetry, which he had 
practised himself very unsuc- 
** cessfully in his dramatic per- 
*' formances. He also wrote an 
*f English grammar ; but what he 
'^ seemed to build his chief hopes 
''of fame upon was bis late cri- 
tical coinmentary.on the Duke 
of Buckingham's Essay on Po" 
** etry j which last piece was per- 
** used and highly approved by his 
'' Grace." 

His dramatic pieces are as fol- 
low : 

1. The Roman Bride* s Revenge* 
T. 4to. 1697. 

2. Phaeton-, or. The Fatal Dt- 
vorce. T. 4to. 1^8, 

3. Measure for Measure 5 or. 
Beauty the best Advocate* C. 4to. 
1700. 

4. Love*s Victim 5 or. The Queen 
of Wales, T. 4to. 17OI. 

5. The Patriot; or. The Italian 
Conspiracy, .T. 4to. 1703. Also 
published under the title of 

.The Italian Patriot. Same date. 
He likewise wrote two critiquesi 
in a dramatic form, entitled, 

1. A Comparison between the two 
Stages. 8vo. 1702. 

2. A New Rehearsal; or, Bayes, 
the Younger, 8vo, 1714. , 

None of them met with any 

great success I and indeed^ though 
t3 
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they do not totally want merits written, they met with consider- 

yet> by too strong an emulation able approbation and saccess. They 

of the style of Lee^ of whom he are nine in nomber^ and th«r ti« 

was a great admirer, but without ties as follow : 

bdng possessed of that brilliancy 1. Albertus WaUenstein. T. 4to. 

of poetical imagination which l634« A 

frequently atones for the mad 2. Argalus and ParthemU, Tk 

flights of that poet, Mr. Gildon's Com. 4to. 1639. 

verse runs into a perpetual train 3. The Ladies* Prwilege.\p, 4^. 

of bombast and rant. 1640. 

. He, about two years after Mrs. 4. The Hollander*, C. 4to.]640. 

Behn*s death, brought on the 5, Wit in a Constable. C. 4to. 

stage, with some- few alterations of l640. 

bis own, a comedy which that lady 6. The Paraside ^Parricide, we 

bad left behind her, entitled snppose] 5 or^ Revenge for Hmour, 

The Younger Brother j or. The N. P. 

Jmorous Jilt. 4to. 1696. 7. The Festal. Tr. N. P. 

Though not a man of capital 8. The Noble Tryal.Tx.C.f^:?. 

genius himself, yet he was a pretty 9. The Dutchess of Femandina, 

severe critic on the writings of Tr, N. P. • 

others; and, particularly, the free-^ Glovbr, Richakd. This very 

dom he took in remarking upon ingenious author was broaght up 

^r. Pope*s Rape of the Lock ex* in the mercantile way, in which 

cited the resentment of that gen- he made a conspicuous figure ; 

tleman, who was never remark- and by a remarkable speech that 

able for any great readiness to for* he delivered in behalf of the mer*' 

give injuries, to such a height, chants of London, at the bar of 

that he has thought proper to im» the House of Commons, about 

mortalize his name, together with the year 1740, previous to the 

that of the snarling Dennis, in his breaking out of the Spanish war, 

celebrated poem The Dunciad, acquired, and with great justice, 

GiLLUM, William, was a clerk the character of an able and steady 

in the East India Company*s ser- patriot ; and indeed, on every oc« 

.vice 3 a situation which, on his casion, he showed a most perfect 

marriage, he resigned. He died knowledge of, joined to the most 

10th Jan. 1797a having published ardent zeal for, the commercial 

a volume of poems, 8vo. 17^7 ^ interests of this nation, and an 

which contained inviolable attachment tothewel- 

JVhat will the World say? F. fare of his countrymen in general, 

Glapthorne, Henry. This and that of the city of London in 

author lived in the reign of Charles particular* In 17dl> having, in 

I. and Winstanley calls him one consequence of unavoidable losses 
of the chiefest dramatic poets of in trade, and perhaps, in some 

that age. Though that commend- measure, of his zealoas warmth 

ation, however, is far beyond what for the public interest, to the neg- 

his merits can lay claim to, yet lect of his own private emolu- 

we cannot but allow him to have ments, somewhat reduced his for* 

been a good writer; and though tunes, he condescended to stand 

bis plays are now entirely laid candidate for the place of cfaam-. 
jside, yet, at the time they ^tte betkln of the city of London, iQ 
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iitton to SitThomas Harfison ; 
>st his election there^ though 
> very great majority. 
Dm the time of Mr. Glover's 
•rtunes in trade, he lived in 
rity, known only to his 
ts, and declining to take any 
i part in public affairs. At 
3> having surmounted the 
ilties of his situation, he 
relinquished the pleasures of 
ment, and in the piarliament 
I met in 1761 was elected 
)er for Weymouth. He af- 
rds stood forward on several 
ons, in a manner highly ho- 
ble to himself, and advan- 
is to the public. 

the lellss leitres he also 

no inconsiderable figure; 
1 that view it is tha^ we have 
on to consider him in this 
Mr. Glover very early de- 
rated a strong propensity to, 
(enius for, poetry; yet his 
r fbr public, and the huny 
arily attendant on his private, 
, so far interfered with that 
ition, that it was some years 
! he had it In his power to 
an epic poem, which ^e had 

when young, entitled Z»e- 
; ihe subject of whiph was 
allant actions of that great 
il, and his heroic defence of, 
Uat/the passofTherniopylaB. 
is piece, however, the pub- 
re so long in expectation, 
id encouraged such extrava- 
deas of it, that although on 
ilication it was found to have 
reat beautiies, yet the ardour 
lovers of poetry soon supk 

kind of cold forgetfulness 
egard to it, because it did 
Assess more than the narrow 
of the desrign itself would 
of, or inde^sd than it was in 
3wer of human genius* to 
e. His poetical abilities^ 



therefore, lay for some years dor- 
mant ; till at length he favoured 
the world with two dramatic pieces, 
called, 

1. Boadicea. T. SVp. 1753. 

2. Ar(«3?ea.T.4to.l76l;8vo.l762. 
Mr. Glover also wrote a sequel 

to his Medea ; but as it required 
scenery of the most expensive 
kind, it never was exhibited. We 
hear, indeed, that it was approved 
by Mrs. Yates, the magic of whose 
voice and action in the first part 
of the same piece, produced as 
powerful effects as any imputed by 
Greek or Roman poets to the cha- 
racter she represented. This piece 
is called, 

S.Jason. T. 8vo. 1799. INever 
ptthUshed.'} 

Mr. Glover died in affluent cir- 
cumstances, 25th November 1785, 
aged 74. 

GopFKBY, Thomas, was the 
author of the first English play 
produced in America. He was 
bom in Philadelphia, in the year 
1)^36. His father was a glazier, to 
whom the invention of the very 
useful and famous sea-quadrant, 
called Hadley's, has been ascribed. 
Our author lost his father early ; 
and, being left to the care of re- 
lations, he was placed at an Eng- 
lish school, where he received a 
conimon education in his mother- 
tongue, without any other advan- 
tage whatever. He is said to have 
discovered an inclination to be- 
come a painter; but those who 
had the charge of him not having 
the most honourable idea of that 
profession, or opinion of its uti- 
lity, placed him with a watch- 
maker, with whom he served the 
usual period, devoting all his lew 
•sure hours to the cultivation of hi$ 
poetical talents. 

Disliking the trade he was 
brought up to, be quitted it, and 



280 

GOD GOP 

procured himself to be recom- Norfolk. A scboolmaster in the 
oaended to a lieutenant's commis- .neighbourhood gave him the fiist 
sion in the Pennsylvanian forces^ rudimen ts of education > after whidi 
raised in the year 17^8 for the younj^ Godwin was removed to 
expedition against FortDuQuesnei Norwich, and placed under the 
in which station he continued until care of a privgtei tutor. From tbence 1 
the end of the campaign, when he went to the dissenters* college \ 
the troops were disbanded. At at Hoxton^ near London, where 
the succeeding spring he was set- he remained five years under the 
tied as a factor in North Carolina, tuition of Drs. Kippis and Rees. 
where he continued three years -, On his leavii^g the college, i^ 
but, on the death of his employer, 1778> he entered on the office ^ 
he returned to Philadelphia, and a dissenting minister; in which 
soon after went as super-cargo to the he continued four years, residing 
island of New Providence; where chiefly at Stowmarketj in'Sufifolk, 
meeting with little encourage- where he had a congregation. In 
ment, he returned to North Caro- 1782, he determined on com- 
lina ; and in a few weeks after his mencing author by profession, and 
arrival, going on horseback in a removed to London, *>where he em- 
very hot day into the country, it ployed himself for about ten ]rears, 
is imagined, being unused to the chiefly in ot>scure and temporary 
exercise, and of a corpulent habit, labours. 

that the heat overcame him; for. At the latter end of 1792, or 
the night following, he was seized the beginning of 1793, Mr. God- 
^ith a violent vomiting and a ma- win published his Political Justice, 
lignant fever, which put a period 4lo. In 1795, came out a second 
to his life on the 3d of August edition, in 2 vols. 8vo. ; and a 
1763, in the 27th year of his age. third in 1797. His next work was 
His character is represented by a popular novel, called Caleb WH- 
bis biographer in a very respectable Hams, published in 1794 j reprint- 
light.: '* His sweet, amiable dis- ed in 1795, and again in 1 797. In 
*' position (says he), his integrity .1797 also appeared. The Enquirer, 
*' of heart, his engaging modesty a volume of miscellaneous essays j 
*' and diffidence of manners, his and it was early in this year that 
^' fervent and disinterested love for Mr. Godwin married Mrs. Wol- 
*' his friends, endeared him to all stonecraft, the well-known author 
*^ those who shared his acquaint- of The Rights of Woman ; but the 
*^ ance, and have stamped the domestic happiness which he had, 
'' image of him in indelible cha- no doubt, prombed himself from 
" racters on the hearts of his tliis union, was early to terminate: 
'* more intimate friends." the lady dying in the September 
After his death, in 17^5, a vo- of the sanie year. In J 709, Mr. 
lume of his poen^s was printed at Godwin published a novel, called 
Philadelphia, hi which was con- St, Leon, which had considerable 
gained success 5 but which elicited, from 
The Prince of Parthia. T. 4to. some witty Ayag, an amusing coun- 
Godwin, William, is the son terpart, entitled St, Godunr^. In 
pf Mr. John Godwin, who was 1603, appeared The Life of ChaU' 
piinister of a dissenting congrega- cer, 2 vols. 4to. In 1805, our 
l^on at Guestwick, a village in author gave the public another 
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novel, in 3 vols, called Fleetwood ; tetnper of this home-bred sqourge, 
or. The New Man of Feeling, shortened the period of his exist- 
But bis title to a place in these once, which he resigned to Him 
. volumes Mr. Godwin derives from from whom he had recjeived it, in 
the two following dramas : July 1627, being then only thirty-^ 
' 1. Antonio, T. 8vo. 1800. fiw^ years of age, and was buried 
2. Faulkner. T. Svo. J 808. on the 27th of the sapie month in 
GoFFs, Thomas. This gentle- his own parish-church. 
. man flourished in the reign of Mr. Groffe v^TOte four dramatic 
i James I. He ^as bom in £ssex pieces, which met with consider- 
about the year 1^92, and received able applause, but were none of 
his first introduction to learning at them published till after bis death. 
W^tminster school \ from which .Their names are as follow; : 
.place, in I609, he was removed 1. Raging Turk, T. 4to. l631. 
to the university^ of Oxford, and 2. Courageous Turk. T. 4to. 
. entered as a student of Christ- .1632. 

chorch College. Here he com- 3. Orestes. .T. 4to. l633, 
. pleted his studies, and, by the 4. Careless Shepherdess, T. C. 

dint of application and industry, 4to. 1656. 

became a very able scholar, ob- Towards the latter part of his 

tained the character of a good poet, life he quitted dramatic writing, 

and, being endowed with the and applied himself solely to the 

powers of oratory, was, after his business of the pulpit. Some of 

taking orders, greatly esteemed as his sermons appeared in print. He 

. an excellent preacher. He had published a sermon, entitled Z)e- 

the degree of bachelor of divinity liver ance from the Grave, preached 

conferred on htm before he quit- at St. Mary*s Spital, in Easter 

ted the university, and> in the week, March 28, 16275 on the 

year l623, was preferred to tiie title-page of a copy of which it is 

Jiving of East Clandon, in Surrey, asserted, in a contemporary hand 

Here, notwithstanding he had in MS. that he was i-eVolted tp 

long been a professed enemy to the Popery ; and on this fact there are 

female sex, and even by some large reflections in Legenda Lig- 

esteemed a woman-hater, he un- nea, &c. 8vo. l652. 
fortunately tied himself to a wife. Philips and Winstanley have fa- 

the widow of his predecessor, who thered a comedy on this author, 

proved as great a plague to him as called 
. U was well possible for a shrew to Cupid! s fVhirllgig, 

be \ and became a true Xantippe than which nothing could b^ more 

to our ecclesiastical Socrates, who, opposite to his genius. Besides, 

being naturally of a mild and pa- the true author of that piece has 

tient disposition, of which it seems so far declared himself, as to have 

$he gave him daily opportunities for affixed the initial letters £. S. to 

.the exercise, was unable to cope his epistle dedicatory, which is 

with so turbulent a spirit, backed moreover interlarded with such a 

as she was by the children she had kind of ridiculous unmeaning 
had by her former husband. In a mirthj as could never have fallen 
word, it was believed by many, from Mr. Goffe, who wa^ a man of 

tliat the uneasiness he met with in _a grave, sedate tqrn, and whose 
domestic life, from the proyokipg pen never produced any thxa^Vsv:*.^. 
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whflt was perfectly serious^ manly, 
imd becoming his character as a 
divine. 

Wood, moreover, has attributed 
to him ; but indeed with a qu»re> 
a tragedy, called 

The Bastard ; 
which, however, Coxeter has given 
to Cosmo Manuche. Langbaine 
and Wood also erroneously ascribe 
to him 

Selimus Emperor of the Turks ; 
which was priginaUy pr?tited in 
1594, when GofFe was not above 
two years old ! 

G0LDIN6, Arthuh. An au* 
thor who lived in the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth; and translated 
many classical and other works, by 
which he acquired considerable 
reputation. The dedication of his 
Ovid to the Earl of Leicester, is 
dated from Berwick. He trans- 
lated, from Theodore Beza, one 
dramatic piece, called 

AhrahaifCs Sacrifice, T. ISmo. 

1577. 

G0LDIN6HAM, William, was 
author of a Latin play, called 

Herodes. Trag. N. P. 

Goldsmith, Fkancis. This 
gentleman lived in the reign of 
King Charles L He was the son 
of Francis Goldsmith, Esq. of 
St. Giles in the Fields, and re- 
ceived the earlier parts of his 
education at Merchant Taylors 
school, under Dr. Nicholas Guy -, 
whence he was removed, in the 
beginning of the year 1629, to 
the university of Oxford, where 
he was entered a gentleman-com- 
moner at Pembroke College, but 
soon after translated to St. John's ; 
where having taken a degree in 
arts, he returned to London, and 
for several years studied the com- 
mon law in Grays Inn 5 but pro- 
bably, having an independent for- 
tune^ and being more closely at* 



tached to other kinds of learning, 
he indulged his inclination, and 
favoured the world with a transia-' 
tion, from Hugo Grotias, of a tra- 
gedy, or sacred drama, entitled 

Sophompaneas, Trag, 8vo. N.D. 

Mr. Groldsmith died at Ashton, 
in Northamptonshire, Sept. l655, 
and was buried there ; leaving be- 
hind him one daughter, named 
Catherine, who was afterwards 
married to Sir Henry Dacres. 

Goldsmith, OLiVBB>was bom 
at Elphin, in the county of Ros- 
common, in Ireland, November 29, 
1728. His father, the Rev. Charles 
Goldsmith, had four sons, of whom 
Oliver was the third. He was in- 
structed in the classics at the school 
of Mr. Hughes, at Bdgeworths- 
town, in the county of Long- 
ford 5 whence he was removed to 
Trinity College, Dnblin, where 
he was admitt^ a sizar on the 
llth of June 1744. At the uni- 
versity he exhibited no specimen 
of that genius which distinguished 
him in his maturer years. On the 
27 th of February 1749, O. S. (two 
years after the regular time), be 
obtained the degree of bachelor of 
arts. He then turned his thoughts 
to the profession of physic; and 
after attending some courses of 
anatomy in Dublin, proceeded to 
Edinburgh in the year 176I> 
where be studied the several 
branches of medicine under the 
different professors in that univer- 
sity. Here, however, that incau- 
tious spirit of benevolence, which 
so strongly marked his life, soon 
irivolved him in difficulties. Hav- 
ing imprudently engaged as secu- 
rity, in a considerable sum of 
money, for a fellow-student, who, 
from want either of means or of 
principle, failed to pay the debt, 
he sought to shun the horrors of 
imprisonment tqr a precipitate 
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Higfat ; and early in the year 1754 
he reached Sunderland. 

In this plaoe^ however^ he had not 
been long before he was arr(%ted> 
at the suit of Mr. Barclay, a tailor 
in -Edinburgh, the person to whom 
he had imprudently beconie surety 
for his friend. From this diffi- 
culty he was at length released by 
the kindness of Dr. Sleigh and 
Mr. Laughlin Maclaine, whose 
friendship he probably acquired at 
the College of Edinburgh, He 
then embarked for Rotterdam, 
proceeded to Leyden, where he 
resided about a year, studying 
chemistry and anatomy, and after- 
wards visited great part of Flanders 
and Brabant, on foot, subsisting 
.frequently by his voluntary per- 
formances on the German flut^ : 
bis learning, we are told, made 
him a welcome guest to the monks, 
and his pipe to the peasants. 

After passing some time at 
Strasbourg and Louvain (where he 
-obtained the degree of bachelor in 
physic), he accompanied an Eng- 
lish gentleman to Berne and Ge- 
neva. On his arrival at the latter 
place, it is said, he was recom- 
' mended as a proper person to be 
"travelling tutor to a young man 
•who had been unexpectedly left a 
considerable sum of money by his 

uncle, Mr. S ;-, a pawnbroker, 

near Holborn. This youth, who 
had been articled to an attorney, 
on receipt of his fortune, deter- 
mined to see the world ; but, on 
engaging with Goldsmith, as his 
preceptor, made a proviso that he 
should be permitted to govern 
himself; and our traveller soon 
found that his pupil understood 
extremely well the art of directing 
in money concerns, for avarice 
was his predominant passion. 

During Goldsmith's continuance 
in ' Switzerland^ he assiduously 



cultivated a poetical talent, of 
which he had given some promis- 
ing proofs at the college of £din« 
burgh ; and it was from henco 
that he sent the first sketch (about 
2CX) lines) of his poem called The 
Traveller, to his brother Henry, a 
clergyman in Ireland, who, with 
a beloved wife, was living in re- 
tirement and obscurity, on an in- 
come of forty pounds a year. 

With a youth of a disposition 
so opposite to his own, as it ap* 
pears his pupil was, it will not be 
supposed that Goldsmith could 
long continue. A disagreement 
happened on their arrival in the 
South of France, where the young 
man paid him such part of bis sa- 
lary as remained due, and em- 
barked at Marseilles for England. 

Our wanderer was left onco 
more upon the wide world, and 
encountered numberless diffictil- 
ties, in traversing the greater part 
of France ; whence, his curiosity 
being gratified, he bent bis course 
toward England, and arrived at 
Dover in die winter of 1757-8. 
When he reached London, his 
stock of cash did not amount to 
two livres. He applied to several 
apothecaries, in the hope of en- 
gaging himself as a journeyman ; 
but his awkward appearance, and 
broad Irish accent, almost every 
where met witli repulse and insult: 
at length a cbecnist, near Fish 
Street Hill, struck with his for- 
lorn condition, and the simplicity 
of his manner, employed him in 
his laboratory, v^here he remained 
till he learned that his old friend 
Dr. Sleigh was in town. The 
worthy Doctor received Goldsmith 
into his family, and undertook to 
support him till some' establish- 
fnent could be procured. Gold- 
smith, however, unwilling to be 
a bui^en to his friend^ a short 
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. time after eagerly embraced an Tane : and for that work he wrote 
ofier which was made him, to most ofthoseessays and tales which 
assist the late Dr. John Milner, a were afterwards collected and pub- 
dissenting minister of eminence, lisbed in a separate volume. He 
in instructing the young gentle- also contributed occasionally to 
xnen of the academy at Peckham^.>ii'7%e Critical Review 'y in Uct, it 

It was during the time of his was the merit which he discovered 

being usher at Dr. JVftilner*s that in criticising a despicable transla- 

Gol^mith commenced author; tion of Ovid's Epistles, by a 

and the earliest performance of schoolmaster, and his Inumry inio 

bis, now known, was. The Me- the present Siaie of poUie Learning, 

mobrs of a Protestant, condemned that first introduced him to the 

to the Gallies of France for his Re- acquaintance of Dr. Smollett, who 

hgion. Written by himself Trans^ recommended him to some re- 

latedfrom the Original^ just puh^ spectable booksellers^ by whom 

Ushed at the Hague, by James he was afterwards patronized. 

Willington-j 17^8, two volumes. Among these, Gk>ldsroith*s most 

12mo. for which Mr. Edward fortunate connexion was with the 

Dilly paid him twenty guineas. celebrated Mr. John Newbeiy, of 

At Dr. Milner*s table, sometime philanthropic memory^ who being 

in the year 1758, he bap|»«ned to a principal proprietor of The Pub- 

meet with Mr. Ralph Griffiths, the lie Ledger, engaged him at a sa- 

' originator and proprietor of The lary of 100/. a year to write a 

'filonthly Review, who invited him periodical paper. Our author ac- 

to become a writer in that work, cordingly imdertook a series of 

and oflTered him such terms as our what he called Chinese Letters, 

author deemed worth acceptance -, which were afterwards collected 

viz. lodging, board, and a liberal and published in two volumes, 

salary. By a written agreement, under the title of The CitiTien. of 

this engagement was to last for a the JVorld \ and they exhibit strik- 

year ; but at the expiration of ing proofs of judgment^ wit^ and 

seven or eight months it was dis- humour. 

solved by mutual consent j and On embarking in this undertak- 
Goldsmith took a smoky, mise- ing, Goldsmith quitted his hovel 
table apartment, in Green Arbour in Green Arbour Court, removed 
Court, near the Old Bailey, im- to a decent apartment in Wine 
mediately over Breakneck Steps, Office Court, Fleet Street,, drop- 
as they are vulgarly called ; where ~ ped the plain Mister, dubbed him- 
he completed a work that he had self Doctor, and was afterwards 
before begun, entitled. An Inquiry commonly known and addressed 
into the present State of polite as Dr. Goldsmith. Here he finish- 
Learning in Europe, This was ed his Vicar of Wakefield -, but at 
published by Dodsley in 1 7^9* the time of its completion he was 
and obtained its writer some repu- much embarrassed in his circum- 
tation. In Octobej;, of the same stances, and very apprehensive of 
year, he began The Bee, a weekly arrest 3 in fact, he was at last en- 
publication, of which, however, trapped by the following artifice: 
only eight numbers were printed. An ingenious limb of the law* 
In the following year he became ycleped a bailiff, being apprised 
known to Dr. Smollett, who was of one of GoldsmUh's foibles (a 
fhen editor of The British Moga- n^xvvX.^ ^^ \i€v5\^ xssAxs^d by distin- 
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guished persons), wrote a letter, 
stating that he was steward to a 
nobleman, who was charmed with 
reading Goldsmith's last produc- 
tion, and had ordered him to de- 
sire the Doctor to appoint a place 
where he might have the honour 
of meeting with him, to conduct 
him to his Lordship. Poor Gold- 
smith swallowed the bait, and 
appointed the British Coffee-house, 
to which he was accompanied by 
his friend Mr. Hamilton, the 
printer of The Critical Review, 
who in vain remonstrated on the 
singularity of the application . On 
their entering the coffee-room, the 
bailiff paid his respects to Gold- 
smith, and desired that he might 
have the honour of immediately 
attending him: but they had 
scarcely entered Pall Mall, when 
the officer produced his writ. Mr.- 
Hamilton generously paid the mo- 
ney, and rescued his critic from 
incarceration. 

It may be supposed, however, 
that Goldsmith was now out of 
cash. He sent to represent his 
case to Dr. Johnson, with whose 
acquaintance he had beed some- 
time honoured ; and Johnson dis- 
posed of the MS. of his Vicar of 
Wakefield, to Mr.- Newbery, for 
60/. a sum (as Goldsmith used to 
say) which he had been so little 
accustomed to receive in a lump, 
that he felt himself under the em- 
barrassment of Brazen in the play, 
whether he should build a priva- 
teer or a playhouse with the mo- 
ney *. But iLhough the money was 
paid to him at the time, so little 
reputation had he then acquired, 
that the book was not published 
till two or three years after, when 
The Traveller had fixed his fame. 
In the spring of the year 17^3, 
Goldsmith took lodgings at Ca- 

* Recruiting OfFcer, act v. sceoe iit. 



nonbuty House, Islington, where 
he compiled, or revised and cor- 
rected, several publications, for bis 
patron Mr. Newberj'} particularly 
The Art of Poetry, 2 vols. 12mo. 
and a Life of Nash, 8vo. Here 
also he wrote his History of Eng- 
land, in a Series of Letters from a 
Nobleman to kis Son, 2 vols. 12mo. 
a work which was by some attri^ 
buted to the Earl of Orrery, but 
more commonly to George Lord 
Lytt^lton ; and what is rather sin- 
gular, this generally-received opi^ 
nion was never contradicted, either 
directly or indirectly, by those 
noblemen or their friends. 

In the year 1764, Goldsmith 
removed his abode to the Inner 
Temple, where he took chambers 
in the upper story of the Library 
Staircase. 

• He was still, however, not much 
known, except among the book- 
sellers, till the year 17^5, when ^ 
he completed and published The 
Traveller-, or, A Prospect of So» 
ciety ; a poem, which, as we have 
before remarked,/ he had begun to 
write while he was in Switzerland | 
. and of which Dr. Johnson pro- 
nounced, *' that there had not ' 
/* been so fine a poem since the 
*' time of Pope.*' This charming 
performance procured him the 
fi^iendship of Lord Nugent, after- 
wards Earl of Clare, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, Mr. Burke, Mr. Top-* 
ham Beauclerc, Dr. Nugent,^ Mr. 
LaQgton, &c. Sec, ; and be was 
elected one of the first members of 
'* The Literary Club," which was i 
just then instituted by Dr. John- 
son, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and Mr. 
Burke. 

Ip 17O5, Goldsmith published 
his pathetic ballad of The Hermit, 
which he dedicated to the Coun- 
tess (afterward Dutchess) of Nor- 
thumberland, and . which &qqi\. V:^'!^- 
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cattle popular with tfaose 1;^ho copy; which Goldsmith mentiOff-* 
could appreciate poetic merit. 



Having been thus successful id 
the severed walks of a critic^ a no- 
velist, and a moral poet> our au« 
tbor was encouraged to try his 
hand at the drama 5 and, on the 
29th of January 1768> bis Good- 
naiured Man was performed for 
the first time at Covent Garden 
Theatre. It kept possession of tbe 
stage nine nights ) but was not 
received with that general appro-^ 
bation which its intrinsic merit 



ed some hours after to one of his 
friends, who observed^ that it vto 
a very great sum for to short tf 
performance. '* In truth (replied 
" Goldsmith) I think so too j it 
" is nearly five shillings a cooplet^ 
" which is much more than tbe 
" honest man can afibrd; and, \a* 
" deed, more than ady modem 
^' poetry is worth. I have not 
" been easy since I received it) I 
'' will, therefore, go back and 
return him his note;*' which he 



led his friends toi expect. By the. actually did, and left it to the book- 
profits of his three third nights, seller to pay him according to the 
however, and the sale of tbe copy*, profits produced by the sale of tbe 



right, he netted 500/. 

With this money, and the sav- 
ings made from the produce of his 
Roman History, 2 vols. . 8vo. and 
other compilations (which he used 
to call '' building of books"),, he 
descended from his attic story, on 
the Library Staircase, Inner Tem- 
ple, and purchased chambers on 
the first floor of No. 2, Brick 
Court, Middle Temple, for which 
he gave 400/. These he furnished . 
in rather an elegailt manner, en- 
larged his library, and conunenced 
quite the man of lettered ease and 
consequence. 

At the establishment of the 
Royal Academy of Painting, iu 
17^9, Goldsmith had, by the re- 
commendation of Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds to His Majesty, the 1k)- 
norary professorship of history 
conferred upon him ; and i" the 
spring of 1770 his beautiful poem. 



poem, which proved to be very 
considerable, and at least equal to 
the first douceur. 

In 1771 appeared his History of 
England, from the earliest Junes 
to the Death of George IL 4 vols. 
8vo. For this, Mr. Thomas Da* 
vies, the bookseller, gave him 
500/. He also wrote this year a 
Life of ParneU, which was pre- 
fixed to a new edition of his poems. 

On the 15th of March 1773, 
his comedy of She Stoops to Con^ 
quer, or. The Mistakes of a Night, 
was performed for the first time 
at Covent Grarden Theatre. Not- 
withstanding this drama is in 
some parts rather too fkrcical, and 
vfery improbable, it had a surpris- 
ing run, and produced toGroldsmith 
a clear profit of 800/. In return 
for Mr. Quick's exertions in the 
part of Tony Lumpkin, Goldsmith 
is said to have reduced Sedley's 



The Deserted tillage, was first comedy of The Grumbler to a 
published. A well-authenticated farce of one act ; and it was per 



and characteristic anecdote of our 
author has been related, respecting 
this poem. Previous to its publi- 
cation, the bookseller (the late 
Mr. Griffin, of Catharine Street, 



formed for the benefit of that co- 
median on the 8th of May. Tbe 
principal character of this petite 
piece (the Grumbler) was acted 
by Mr. Quick, and furnished great 



Strand) had given him a note for entertainment,especia]ly inascene 
uie hundred guineas, for the with a dancing-master, who insists 
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upon teaching the touchy old man 
to dance an Allemande^ against his 
inclination. The piece, upon tJie 
whole, was well received 5 but it 
wants incident, and, excepting the 
parts represented by Mr. Quick ' 
and Mr. Saunders, was but indif- 
^rently supported in th^ per- 
formance. 

One of the last pf his publica- 
tions, of any iconsequence, was. 
An History of. the Earth and Ani' 
mated Nature^ in 8 vols. . 8vo. 
which was printed in 177^ > ^^^ 
for which he received 850/. He 
Jbad at this time ready for the press 
The Grecian History, from, the 
earliest State to the Death of Alex* 
ander the Great; which was after-, 
wards printed in 2 vols. 8vo. He- 
had also written at intervals, sbout 
^8 time, his Haunch (f Fenison, 
Retaliation, and some, other little 
sportive sallies, which were not 
printed till after his death 5 Reta* 
liation, indeed, was left unfinish- 
ed. But, though bis receipts had 
for a long time been very consi- 
derable, yet by his liberal ajid 
indiscreet benefactions to poor 
authors, as Purdon, Pilkington, 
Hiffernan, Lloyd, &c. and poor 
Irishmen, in fact, needy adven- 
turers from all. countries, together 
with an unhappy attachment to 
gaming, with the arts of which he 
was little acquainted, and an ha- 
bitual carelessness as to money- 
matters, he became much em- 
barrassed in his circumstances, 
and, in consequence^ uneasy^ fret- 
ful, and peevish. 

To this mental inquietude was 
superadded a violent strangury, 
with which lie had been some 
years afflicted ; and this at length 
brought on a sort of occasional 
despondency, in which he used to 
express his great indifference about 
life. A nervous fev^r added to 



this despondency, which induced 
him, agatns: t le advice of his pby* 
sicians, to take so large a portion 
of James's powder, that it was 
supposed to have contributed t3 
his dissolution, which happened 
on the 4th of April 177^, after an 
illness of ten days. 

It was at first intended by his 
friends to bury him in Westmin- 
ster Abbey ; and his pall was to 
have been supported by the late 
Marquis of Lansdowne, Lord 
Louth, Sir Joshua Reynolds, the 
Hon. Topham Beauclerc, Mr. 
Burke, and Mr. Garrick; but a 
slight inspection of his afiairs 
showed the impropriety of incur- 
ring so great an expense, as must 
have been consequent on such a 
funeral. He was therefore' pri- 
vately interred in the Temple bu- 
rial-ground, attended by Mr.Hugh 
Kelty, Mr. Hawes, the Rev. Jo- 
seph Palmer, and a few coffee- 
house acquaintances. 

A marble monument, however, 
executed by NoUekens, and paid 
for by a subscription among Gold- 
smith's friends, has been placed in 
Westminster Abbey, between 
those of the Duke of Argyle and 
of Gay, in the Poets* Comer. It 
is a large medallion, with a good 
resemblance of the poet in profile, 
appropriately embellished ; and 
underneath is a table of white 
marble, bearing the following in- 
scription, written by Dr. Johnson : 

OlIVARII GrOLDSMITH, 

Poets, Physici, Historiqi, 

^ui nullum fere scribendi genus 

Non tetigic ; 

Nullum quod tetigit non ornark : 

Sive Risus essenc movendi 

Sive Lacrymae, 

Affectuum potens at lenis Dominator: 

Ingenio sublimis, — vividus, versatilisy 

Orattone grandis, nitidus, venustus ; 

Hoc Monumento Memorian^i coluic 

Sodalium Accioc^ 
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Amicorum Fides, GoLDSUlTH, MaRT. Of 

Lccionim Vcncratio. bdy, we Only know thftt the foJ. 

NatusinHibcmilFoinciaeLwigfordicnsis, j^j ^^amas are ascribed to her 
In Loco cui Nomen Pallas, ^ 

pen: 

1. She Lives! Ck>ni. 1803. N.P. 

2. /ingelina. CO. 1804^ I^.P. 
GoMBRSAL, Robert. Tbisgen- 

tieman, who was a divine^ floa- 
rished in the reign of Charles I.* 
and was born at London in idOO, 
from whence, at fourteen years of 
age> he was sent by his father to 
Christ Church College, in Oxfoitf, 
where, soon after his being ent^- 
ed, he was elected a student on the 



Nov. XXix. MOCCXXXl*. 

Eblanae Uteris institutds, 
Obiit Londini, 

April iv. MDCCLXXIT. 

PFhich may be Englished thus : 

By the Love of his Associates, 

The Fidelity of his Friends, 

And the Veneration of his Readers, 

This Monument is raised 

To thcMemoiy of 

Oliver Goldsmith, 

A Poet, a Nut oral Philosopher, and 

an Historian, 



Who left no species of writing untouched royal foundation. At about seven 



by his pen ; 

nor 

Touched any that he did not embellish : 

Whether smiles or tears were to be 

excited, 

He was a powerful yet gentle master 

Over the anections ; 

Of a genius at once sublime, lively, and 

Equal to every subject : 

In expression at once lofty, 

Elegant, and graceful. 

He was born in the kingdom of Ireland, 

At a place called Pallas, in the parish 

of Forney, 

And County of Longford, 

29th Nov. 1731. 

Educated at Dublin, 

Aiid died in London, - 

4th April 1774. 

It now only remains for us to 
recapitulate the few dramatic pieces 
-of which he was the author, viz. 

1. The Good-natured Man, C. 
8vo. 1/68. 

2. She Stoops to Conquer-, or, 



jrears standing, he here took his 
degrees of bachelor aAd master of 
arts; and before he left the univer- 
sity, which was in l62y, he had 
the degree of bachelor of divinity 
conferred on him. He was some- 
time vicar of Thorncorabe, in 
Devonshire, by which addition he 
signed some verses, prefixed to 
Fuller's Holy War, and died in 
1646. It has been stated, that he- 
was preferred to the living of. 
Flower, In Northamptonshire 5 and 
this conjecture was probably occa- 
sioned by his having written two* 
poems (to be seen in his works) 
from that village, in 1 625 . Ckxner'* 
sal, however, could not then have 
been rector of Flower; for Dr. 
Leonard Hutton was rector ftoax 
1601 to I'632, when he was suc- 
ceeded by Dr. Gardiner. Gomer- 



The Mistakes of a Night, C, 8vo. sal was accounted a good preacher, 
1773. artd printed some sermons which 

3. The Grumbler, F. 3 776. N.P. were well esteemed. As a devotee 
Dr. Goldsmith's poetical works to the Muses, he published seve-- 
were collected by Mr. Evans, ral poems, particularly one, called 
bookseller, in the Strand, and The Levite's Revenge, being- roe-' 

ditations, in verse, on the 1^ 
and 20th chapters ofJut^s^ and 
one play, which, whether it was 
ever performed or not cannot be 
ascertained. Its title is 

Lodovick Sforxa, Duke ef M'd'' 
Ian, Ht?^^, Vtoaa* \^^V 



in 
printed in 2 vols. 8vo. 178O. 

* This was a mistake. From inform- 
aticn communicated by his family, it is 
ascertained to have been in the year 
1728. The place of his birth also has 
been mis-stated in this msctipUon. 0>9Lt 
account is correct. 



28g 



GOO 



GOO 



GooDALL^ Thomas J was born 
at Bristol; in. the year 17(^7, and 
r^eived a classical education under 
the Rev'. Mr. Thomas, being de- 
signed by his father for the pro- 
fession of the law. In his 13th 
year, however, he was, on some 
account, ordered to remain, du- 
ring a vacation, at school ^ and 
whether it was the effect of a 
ludden fit of caprice, or the result 
of previous deliberation, it is not 
ta our power to say 5 but certain 
it is, that he took his departure, 
unknown to any person, and. went 
to sea in a letter of marque, bound 
to the West Indies. 

In this ship, and, as it were, in 
his very infancy, his career of ad- 
venture commenced i for on the 
passage she engaged and beat off a 
large French corvette, and was 
afterwards wrecked^ oiF the island 
of St. Kitt*s, in the memorable 
hurricane of 178O. 

. At this early period, and in a 
distant country* he found, in the 
person of Mr. Claxton (now, we 
believe, resident at Bristol), a 
friend who had long known his 
£ither, and who kindly took charge 
of the youth, till an uncle at 
Montserrat, Mr. Symons, sent for 
him. 

It was now that he resolved to 
embark in more honourable and 
active service, by entering His 
Majesty*s navy, as midshipman in 
the Triton frigate ; in which ship 
he remained in the. West Indies 
during the active command of 
Admiral Rodney, and served on 
board her in the glorious engage- 
ment with Count de Grasse, on 
the,12th of April 1782. 

Afterthe termination of the war, 
young Goodall, like many others 
wanting interest, was obliged to 
returp to the merchant-service. 
jfi^, however, hb desire of gene- 

yoL. I. 



ral knowledge increased with his 
growth, he resolved to prefer such 
ships as should be bound to coun- 
tries which he had not seen, or 
that had not been accurately de- 
scribed. He accordingly soon 
found a vessel bound to Turkey. 
He afterwards traversed various 
parts of Asia Minor, which a clas- 
sical education had taught him to 
respect, and encouraged him to 
visit ; and, on his return, entered 
on board another ship, bound to 
China. 

it was, we believe, about the 
year 1787 that he saw, at the Bath 
Theatre, Miss Stanton, a young 
actress of great merit, and in 
whose favour he soon felt an in- 
terest which by degrees ripened 
into an ardent passion. The diffi- 
culty, however, of gaining an in- 
troduction to the lady was not, in 
his mind, easily to be overcome. 
But love, as the saying is, will 
find or make a way; and a thought 
occurred to hin^ that by entering 
the ranks as a dramatic writer, he 
might introduce himself. Accord- 
ingly, after dedicating about a 
month to his new profession, he 
had completed a comedy, in two 
acts, which he called The Counter" 
plot. With this be waited on the 
lady, requesting her to favour him 
with her opinion of its merits; 
and making her an offer of it (in 
case it was honoured, with her ap« 
probation) for her next benefit* 
In about twelve months Miss Stan- 
ton bestowed her hand in mar* 
riage, and became Mrs. Goodall. 

Not long after this, the Spanish 
armament taking place, in con- 
sequence of the dispute about 
Nootka Sound, Mr. Goodall serv- 
ed on board the Nemesis, Captaiii 
(afterwards Sir Alexander) Ball, as 
acting lieutenant. That business, 
however, having been amicably 
V 
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arranged between the two govern- ployed at the gates. Hi» friend, 

tnents^ Captain Ball was, by the however, did not desert him ; but, 

interest of Lord Hood, appointed determined that be should risk no 

to the Queen Charlotte yacht, more such hair-breadth escapes, 

recently commanded by Sir Hyde he soon after put him on board a 

Parker. A life of inactivity, like Dutchman, that had been carry- 

this, being very unsuitable to the ing ship-timber to L*Oiient, by 

ardent spirit of our hero, he ob- \vhich means Capt.Goodall reached 

tained the command of a merchant- his native land, 
ship, in the West India trade; Theinformation which he wascn- 

but while on his voyage out, the abled to afford our government be- 

war with France commenced; and ing considered as very serviceable, 

on his passage home, ignorant of he was almost immediately ap« 

this circumstance, he was cap- pointed to the Diadem, Captain 

tared by a large French privateer^ Sutherland, and was to proceed in 

and carried into L'Orient. her to Gibraltar, there to join His 

By a peculiar kind of sympathy. Majesty's ship Victory, • bearing 

which cannot well be accounted the flag of Lord Hood, comman- 

for, be was fortunate enough to der in chief on the Mediterranean 

obtain the confidence of his captor, station. We find Captain GoodaU, 

who, by the by, was a royalist, however, not long after this, in 

and who resolved that he should the command ofa letter of marque, 

neither be the victim of Robe- in which he continued till the 

spierre, nor endure the severities peace of 1 802 ; during which time 

of a gaol. During the few days he is generally said to have made 

that he remained at L'Orient, more voyages, fought more ac- 

Captain Goodall learned that two tions, and captured more prizes, 

English officers, who had been than ever before were effected, in. 

taken on their passage from Gib- the same time, by any private 

raltar, had been closely confined ship. 

in a prison >yithin the arsenal. VVhen the war recommenced. 
With true brotherly affection, and Ca^Jtoin Goodall fitted out, in a 
a patriotic energy, which was only few days, a small privateer, often 
increased by the danger of the guns and forty men, called the 
undertaking, he, at once, deter- Catharine and Mary, in which he 
mined to visit these gentlemen, took some valuable prizes. On 
though evidently at the risk of his the 25t!i of July 1803, he fell in 
life. After much contrivance, and with La Caroline, French priva- 
with great difficulty, he ^ccom- teer, of double his force, and en- 
plished his benevolent purpose; gi^g^^d with her in two several 
he entered tijeir dungeon, and, actions. In the first, which lasted 
after some interestingconversation, twenty-five minutes, he beat off 
left them, cljarged with letters to the French vessel, and recaptured 
their families and friends. At this two West Indiamen, her prizes; 
very moment, the arsenal was but on the action being renewed* 
discovered to be on fire, and it to cover the prizes. Captain Good- 
was with infinite hazard that he all, to his great mortification, was 
got out ; for the artillery was compelled to strike his flag fir 
playing on the store-houses, and want of shot: on which ihe French 
fhe whole of the troops were em- capUiiu took possession of his vet* 
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and also of the two prizes, 
hero and his brave crew were 
jmely well treated on board 
''rench privateer, from which 
were landed at L*Orient, on 
ith of August. 

iter being removed from pri- 
to prison, and severely dealt 
in all. Captain Groodall again 
ived to escape, and, after ex- 
QCing innumerable hardships, 
I reached his native land, on 
0th of October, 
hen Capt. Goodall arrived in 
on, an application was made 
e Patriotic Fund at Lloyd's, 
3me relief to the families of 
who were killed or wounded 
5 actions with La Caroline, to 
ture the two West Indiamen 
mzes 5 but the application 
; as it was decided, that 
case did not come under the 
ption of suffering in defence 
country. The Government, 
i^er, at that time, thought 
liberally of Captain GoodalFs 
isional exertions ; and His 
ity was pleased to issue a war- 
mder his royal sign manual, 
ng him 24,000/. being two 
of the proceeds of a Dutch 
ndiaman which he had cap- 
The knowledge of this gra- 
nark of his Sovereign's appro- 
was communicated to him 
tter from Mr. Sargeant, then 
'the secretaries of the Trea- 
in which it was stated, that 
Drds Commissioners of the 
iry were satisfidd iviih his 
-meritorious conduct, in his 
I services. 

en the Spanish war broke 
*aptain Goodall again put to 
id made prize of one of the 
Cruz ships, with dollars; 
iving just had sight of an 
*8 squadron, he proved his 
inee of his coxmtry's good 



to his own interest, by breaking 
up the cruise, and proceeding tq 
Madeira } there to give an account 
of the course that the enemy was 
steering, for the information ofHh 
Majesty's ships, and of the trade 
touching there. 

About the year 1805, we re- 
member seeing Captain Goodall . 
transacting business, as a broker, 
at Lloyd's j but we believe he did 
not long continue that pursuit. 
The sea was his proper sphere of 
action 5 and His Majesty's order 
in council permitting a trade to St. 
Domingo under certain regula- 
tions, he proceeded thither, in the 
Young Roscius; and in a short 
time a strong attachment and 
friendship was cemented between 
him and the President Christophe, 
who purchased Captain Goodall's 
ship, and at tlie same tiii^e ap- 
pointed him commandant of the 
Haytian fleet. 

As a dramatist our gallant coun- 
tryman has only made one appear- 
ance, and that, we believe, not 
in print, viz. 

The Counterplot. Com. [About 
17870 

Goodall, William. From 
the account this writer gives of 
himself, in a preface to his miscel- 
lanies, we find that he was an ap- 
prentice to a clothier at Worcester, 
with whofti he lived until the time 
of his service expired : at the end 
of which he came to London, and 
was recommended, by Mr. Sandys, 
to the service of the Hon. James 
Douglas, where he remained when 
he published his only dramatic 
piece, entitled 

The False Guardians outwitted, 
B. 6. 8vo. 1740. 

GOODENOUGH, RiCHARO JoS- 

CELINE. A gentleman, said to. 
have possessed very amiable man-r. 
ners, but probably little ^'^daoa^ 
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Aft^r dissipating his fortune, he Goeing> Charles. Of this 

pat an end to his existence, by a gentleman vre meet with nothing 

pist<d, at hiS' house in Queen Ann more than the bare mention of his 

Street, 22d December 1781, hav- name, and a record of his having 

ing produced one piece, entitled been author of one dramatic piece, 

William and Nanny. M. £. which was acted at Drury Lane 

8vo. 1780. Theatre, entitled 

It was first called Irene -, or, T%e Fair Greek. T. 

The Cottagers. And printed in 4to. 1708. 

8vo. 1768. Coxeter, however, in his MS. 

GooDHALL, James. Of this notes, tells us, that there was a 

author we know no more than that Charles Groring, Esq. of Magda- 

he was of Lydlington, in the len College, Oxford, who took bis 

county of Rutland, and wrote two degree there as master of arts, 

plays, entitled, April 27, 1 687 i aiid annexe a 

1. Florazene ; or. The Fatal quaere, with a reference to our 
Qmquest, T. 8vo. N.D. [17^4.] author 3 the date of whose play» 

2, King Richard IL T. altered though twenty years later than that 
and imitated from Shakspeare. of the conferring this degree, is 
8vo. y7y2. far from totally disagreeing with 

Goodwin, T. an author, who the probability of their being both 

has published one drama, called the same person. 

The Loyal Shepherd'^ or. The Gosson, Stephen, a Kentish 

Rustic Heroine, Dr. Piece. 8vo. man by birth, who was admitted 

1779. scholar of Christ Church College, 

Gordon, Alexander. This Oxford, April 4, 1572, at the age 

gentleman is known only as the of eighteen, being born in 1554. 

author of one play, called He left the university without com- 

Lupone-, or. The Inquisitor. C. pleting his degrees, and came to 

8vo. 1731. London, wliere he commenced 

Gordon, Mr. is the name of a poet, and wrote, as he acknow- 

translator of Terence, whose work ledges, the piays hereafter inen- 

was published in 12mo. 1752. tioried. He then retired into the 

Who or what he was we are un- country to instruct a genllemaDS 

able to discover ; but it seems to sons, and continued there until he 

have been the intention of the showed his dislike to plays in such 

publisher that the reader should a churlish and offensive manner, 

mistake his author for Thomas that his patron growing weary of 

Gordon, Esq. the celebrated po- his company, he left his service 

litical writer. The present per- and look orders. He was at first 

formance is very unworthy so parson of Great Wigborow, in 

respectable a name. As a speci- Essex ; and, in I60O, was pre- 

men of the translator's abilities sented to the rectory of St. Bo- 

for the undertaking, the following tolph, Bishopsgate, where he died, 

passage may be produced (see 13th Feb. l623, aged 69, The 

Self 'Tor men tor, A. II. S. 1.), names of his dramatic pieces are 

yrhere the words ignaram artis as follow : 

meretricicB are rendered, *' quite a 1. Catiline's Conspiracies. 

•/ stranger to the trade of these 2. The Comedie of Captain 

*/ Bitches." Mario. 
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3. Praise at Parting, Morality. 
None of them were ever printed. 

He is also author of The Schoole 
of Abuse ; an invective against 
poets, players, &c. 12mo. 15/9; 
6vo. 1585. 

G0UOH5 J. Grent. or J. G. Who 
Hhis Mr. Gough was we know 
iiot ; only by the dale of the un- 
dermentioned piece it is evident 
he must have lived in the reign of 
Charles L However, this name, 
or the initials annexed, stand in- 
discriminately in the title-page to 
different copies of the only edition 
of a dramatic piece, entitled 

The Strange D'ucwery, T. C. 
4to. 1640. 

Gould,' Robert. This au- 
thor was originally a domestic of 
the Earl oif Dorset and Middlesex, 
bot afterwards, having had some 
education, and being possessed of 
abilities, set up a school in the 
country. He wrote one dramatic 
piece, called 

1. The Rival Sisters. T. 4to. 
1696. 

and seems to be the same Mr. 
Gould in whose name a posthumous 
play was published, entitled, 

2, Innocence distressed ; or. The 
Royal Penitents. 8vo. 1737. 

GovELL, R, was author of 

A Masque. Destroyed in MS. 
by Mr. Warburton's servant. 

Gbaham, George. Thisgen- 
demati was educated at Eton ; and 
from thence, in 1746, was sent to 
King's College, Cambridge. He 
afterwards became one of the mas- 
ters of the school already named, 
and died February 1767. He. 
wrote one play, called 

Telemachus. M. 4ta. and 8vO.' 
1763. 

Part of it was set to ndtisic by P. 
Hayes, 1765, and printed in 4to. 
He was likewise aathor of a tra- 
g^y# which waa. refused by Mr. 



Grarrlck, aiid has not hitherto ap- 
peared in print. 

Grahamb, James. Of this 
gentleman we have no other know- 
ledge, than that he is author of 
two volumes of poems, the second 
of which contains 

Mary Stuart. Dr. Poem. 8vo. 
J8O7. 

Grant, James M. (of Lin- 
coln's Inn), is author of 

Custom's Fallacy. Dr. Sketch. 
8vo. 1805. 

Granville, George, Lord 
Lansdown, was second son of 
Bernard Granville, and grandson 
of the famous Sir Bevil Granville, 
who was killed at the battle of 
Lansdown, in 1643. He was 
born in 1 667, l)ecame a member of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, at a 
very early period of life j took his 
degree of M. A. at the age of 
thirteen years, and was with dif- 
ficulty prevented from taking up 
arms, both at the time of Mon- 
mouth's rebellion, and at the Re- 
volution, in defence of King James 
the Second. Having no public 
employment, being totally uncon- 
nected with the court, and pos- 
sessed of but a contracted fortune, 
he devoted his attention, during 
the reign of King William, to lite- 
rary pursuits and amusements j the 
fruits of which appeared in his 
plays and poems, chiefly written* 
vi^ithin that period. At the ac- 
cession of Queen Anne, he was 
chosen into Parliament, and sat in' 
the House of Commons until he 
was created a peer. Oh the change 
of the ministry, in the year 17 10/ 
he was appointed secretary at war^* 
and afterwards successively comp- 
troller and treasurer of the house- 
hold. His connexions with the 
Tory ministers prevented his being 
employed in the succeeding reigns' 
of Geor^ L axid Vl.\ vo^^^^ans^ 
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ofwhich he fellunder the suspicion the highest credit. He was first 
of plotting against the govern- distinguished in the literary world 
inent, and was committed to the as the author of The Sptritual 
Tower, where he was confined Quixote, in 3 vols, to which he 
•eventeen months. The latter successively adcled a great number 
part of his life was spent in the of ingenious and interesting pub- 
cultivation of ^letters, in an ho- lications, in verse and prose, in a 
nourable retirement, universally clear, familiar, and lively style, par-* 
beloved and respected by all orders taking of the graces of Addison and 
of men. He died January 30, (goldsmith. His 5er»ion5 are writ- 
1735, in the 68th year of his age. ten in the same unafiBcted roan- 
Mr. Walpole observes, that " he ner, and find an easy access to the 
''imitated Waller 5 but as that heart. They are the only works 
"poet has been much excelled to which he affixed his name 5 but 
'' since, a faint copy of a faint there is no volume in * the long 
" master must strike less.'* catalogue of his writiBgs, whi^ 
His dramatic pieces are, does not bear the marks of bis 
1. The She Gallants, C. 4to. genius, philanthropy, and virtnOk 
1696, He held the rectory of Clavertoo 
a. Heroic Love. T. 4to. 1698. fifty-five years 5 dujring which pc- 

3. The Jew of Venice. ^ C. 4to. riod he wa^ never absent from his 
1701. parish for the space of a month at 

4. Peleus and Thetis. M. 4to. any one time ; and he died there, 
1701. Nov. 23, 1804, in the pOth year 

5. The British Enchanters ; or, of his age, after a very short ill- 
No Magic like Love. D. P. 4to. ness. 

1706. Mr. Graves possessed from na- 

•He afterwards new-wrote The ture an extraordinary vivacity of 

She Gallants, and named it, constitution, to which the active 

6. Once a Lover, and always a employments of his choice and 
Lover, C. 12mo. 1736. station gave a full scope, and 

Graves, Richard. This vene- which a rigid temperance main- 

rable divine, and versatile au- tained unimpaired to the end of a 

thor, was the second son of Rich- long life. At College he was the 

ard Graves, Esq. and was born at intimate associate of Shensfone, 

Mickleton, in the county of Glou- Jago, Sir W. Blackstone, aqd 

tester. May 4, 1715. He was whomsoever else of distinguished 

educated at Abingdon school, character the university c^ Oxford 

JBerks; elected from thence, Nov. then contained. 
I, 1732, a scholar of Pembroke He had many of the eccentric 
College,. Oxford ; chosen fellow of habits of genitis ; but " the lovf 

All Sowls College, 173d, and M. A. ''of order'* was the prevBiling 

1739- He was designed for the principle of his mind. Thefami- 

practice of medicine, but after- liar intercourse of his domestk: 

wards turned his thoughts to the hours exhibited an unvar3ring te- 

church, in the doctrines of which nour of affection, cheerfulness, and 

he was uncommonly skilled. He piety. He was in his heart, as ]a 

established a school at Claverton, his profession, attached to the 

Somersetshire, near Bath, and truths of Revelation 5 and it was bis 
coDtinvied/ii f(x many yeanm^ 4M\ax«.\Mffk ia- aa iniioMlR^ in^ai, 
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that after all. the researches of 
readifjg or speculative inquiry, he 
thought '^ DO man (to use his 
" own words) could help being a 
" Christian." 

Mr. Graves published, besides 
The Spiritual Quixote, Columella ; 
or. The Distressed Anchoret : £«- 
phrosyne, a collection of poems, 
in 2 vols, in the second volume of 
which is, 

1. J^cho and Narcissus, Dram.- 
Past. 8 vo. 1780 5 which he after- 
wards introduced into 

2. The Coalition. C. 12mo. 
1794. 

Geay, Thomas. This excel- 
lent writer was the sjon ot' Philip 
Gray, who followed the busiffess of 
a scrivener in the city of London, 
His mother's name was Antrobus, 
and he was born in Cornhill, Dec. 
26, 1716. He received his edu- 
cation at Eton school, under the 
care. of his uncle Antrobus, then. 
one of the assistant masters. At 
this seminary he became acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Horace Walpole an<i 
Mr. West. From Eton he re- 
moved to St. Petefs College, Cam- 
bridge, where he was admitted a 
pensioqer, in tlie year 1/34. He 
remained at the university until 
the latter end of the year 1738, 
when he took chambers in the 
Temple, with a design to apply 
himself to the study of the law ; 
but on an invitation given him by 
Mr. Walpole, to be his companion 
m his travels, he gave up this in:- 
tention, and never after resumed it. 

They began their travels on the 
29th of April 17391, and proceed- 
ed through France and Italy until 
July 1741 J when a slight disagree- 
H^ent arising between them, Mr. 
Gray returned to England alone, 
about the 1st of September; and 
two months after his father died, 
leavi<)g . bi|[U In circun^staoces xsl- 



ther contracted. He dow aban-- 
doned tl?e study of the law, and, 
being left to follow his own in- 
clination, determined to take up 
his residence at Cambridge, to 
which place he went soon after, 
and took his degree of bachelor 
in civil law, but without any de* 
sign of devoting himself to a-' 
profession. 

He continued from this time at- 
Cambridge, with the usual uni-- 
formity of a college life ; few iinci- 
d-ents distinguishing it from that of 
other gentlemen who relinquish 
all public scenes for the tranquil- 
lity of academical retirement. In 
1757, he had the ofler of being 
appointed poet laureat, but de- 
clined it J nor had any honours or 
emoluments bestowed on him till 
the year 1768; when,, without his- , 
©wn solicitation,, or that of his- 
friends, he was appointed regias- 
professor of modern history, at 
Cambridge. He lived there three 
years after this promotion^ and 
died on the 31st of July 1772: 

His excellence as a poet will be^ 
confessed by all who are ^titled to^ 
judge of it, except noW and then 
by a jealous critic educated at Ox- 
ford, and assiduous in depreciating 
the merit of every author who 
flourished at a rival university. 
We do not, however, pretend 
that Mr. .Gray*s performances are 
wholly exempt from defects 5 for 
in his Odes he sometimes ap- 
pears to have been more attentive- 
to the glitter of words, than the 
distinctness of ideas. And yet, if 
these truly original pieces main- 
tain their reputation till the cri- 
tics who censure them can impair 
k by producing better, they may 
at least be satisfied with their pre- 
sent security. The most unfavour- 
able remarks that truth can sug- 
gest concerning out: «MJJbk<«. '^. '*»^ 

T3 4 
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tazn, are, that there was a reserve " by which (he asserts) that antt- 
in his behaviour too nearly resem- ** zing work is brought somewhat 
bling fastidiousness; and that he- '^ nearer the summit of perfec- 
was apt to indulge himself in such " tton.'* He died April 28| IJ&l, 
modish^niceties of dress, as did not having published two plays, which 
always correspond with the so- were never acted, entitled, 
briety of an academic gown. 1. Oliver Cromwell, Hist. Play* 

He began a tragedy, of which 8vo. 1752. 
he lived to finish only one scene, 2. The Nice Lady. C. 8vo. 1762. 
and part of a second. It is entitled Green, Robert. This author 
/igrippina. lived in the reign of Queen Eliza- 

Printed in Mr. Mason's Life of beth, and had a liberal education* 
him, 4to. 1775. He was first of St. John*s College, 

Greatheed, Bertie, is the Cambridge, where he took the 
son of Samuel Greatheed, Esq. of degree of B. A. 1578; he after- 
Guy's Cliff, near Warwick, by a wards removed to Clare Hall, and, 
sister of the Duke of Ancaster. in 1583, became M. A. ; it is said, 
This gentleman, when in Italy, in be was likewise incorporated at 
1785, contributed to a collection Oxford. He was a roan of great 
of pieces in prose and verse (in humour and drollery, and by no 
conjunction with Mr. Merry and means deficient in point of wit, 
Mrs. Piozzi), called The Florence had he not too often prostituted 
Miscellany ; and has been termed, that happy, but dangerous, talent 
by the author of The Baviad and to the base purposes of vice and 
McBviad., the Reuben of the Delia obscenity. In short, both in theory 
Crusca school. Mr. tireatheed is and practice, he seems to have 
also the author of one play, called been a most perfect libertine ; for, 
The Beg^ttt . T. 8vq. 1788 ; although he appears to have been 
which he dedicated to Mrs. Sid-^ biased with a beautiful, virtuous, 
dons, who, indeed, greatly ex- - jted very deserving lady to his 
erted herself in its support. wife, yet we find that he basely. 

Green, Alexander. This gen- abandoned' her^ and a child which 
tleraan is mentioned by all the she had borne him, to penury and 
writers, but with no further ac- distress, lavishing his fortune and 
count of him, than that he lived in substance on harlots and common 
the reign of Charles II. and soon prostitutes. Unable, however, to 
after the Restoration presented the maintain the expenses which the 
world with one dramatic piece, en- unlimited extravagance of those 
titled wretches necessarily drew him into, 

The Politician Cheated, C. 4to. he was obliged to have recourse to 
1663 ; his pen for a maintenance; and 

but whether it was ever acted does indeed we think he is the first Eng- 
not appear. lish poet that we have on record as 

Green, George Smith, was a writing for bread. As he had a 
watchmaker at Oxford, and a man great fiind of that licentious kind 
celebrated for his eccentricity. He of wit, which would most strongly 
was the author of a poem, called recommend his works anaongthe 
The Parson's Parlour, 8vo. 1 756 ; rakes of that age, his writings sdd 
and a specimen of a new version well, and afforded hinl a consi- 
6f Paradise Lost into blank verse^ derable income • till at lengthy 
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after a coarse of years spent In 
dissipation^ riot, and debauchery, 
whereby his faculties, his fortune, 
and constitution^ had been destroy- 
ed, we find him fallen into a state 
of the most wretched penury, dis- 
ease, and self-condemnation. Nor 
can there be a stronger picture of 
the miserable condition of a being 
thus pinched to repentance by the 
griping hand of distress, than a 
letter which, in the decline ©f life, 
he wrote to his much-wronged 
wife, and which, though too long 
to be here inserted, may be seen 
in Theoph. Cibber*s Lives of the 
Poets, vol. i. p. 89 5 by which it 
appears, that he found himself de- 
serted even by the very companions 
of his riots, destitute of the com- 
mon necessaries of life, and, in 
consequence of a course of re- 
peated falsehoods, perjuries, and 
profaneness, become an object 
of general contempt and detesta- 
tion. 

His letter is truly a penitential, 
and, it is to be hoped^ a sincere 
one * 3 yet, from the titles of 
some of his later works, such as 
Greenes Never too late, in two 
parts 5 Grbbn*s Farewell to Folly ; 
Green's Groatsworth of Wit, &c. 
ke seems to have chosen to assume 
the habit of a penitent^ as if he 
were desirous of bringing himself 
back into the good opinion of the 
worlds by an acknowledgment of 
those faults which had been too 
openly committed for him to deny, 
and by the appearance of an In- 
tended reformation. Wood, in 
bis Fasd, vol. i. p. 137, tells us, 
that our author died in ] 592, of a 
surfeit gotten by eating too great a 
quantity of pickled herrings, and 

* We xpust o^iscxve, liowever, that 
this letter is called (hy Nash, |n his 
Apd9p€ cf Pierce Penihsse, 1593) a for- 
gcry. 



drinking Rhenish wine with them; 
a death which seems, in even po- 
etical justice, to be the proper 
conclusion of a life spent as his 
had been. At this feast, his friend 
Thomas Nash, hereafter mention- 
ed, was likewise present. His 
works of different kinds are very 
numerous j but as to his dramatic 
ones, there are many dilKculties 
that stand in the way of coming, 
with any degree of certainty, at a 
knowledge of them. The follow* 
ing are undoubtedly by him : 

1. The History of Friar Bacon 
and Friar Bon gay. 4to. 1594. . 

2. The History of Orlando Fu^ 
rioso, one of the twelve Pieres of 
France, 4to. 1 594. 

3. The Comical History of AU 
phonsus King of Arragon, 4tQ. 
1599. (01dys*s MS. notes on 
Langbaine. ) 

4. The Scott'ishe Si on/ of James 
the Fourihe slaine at F/oddon, inter- 
mixed with a pleasant Comedie, 
presented by Oberon King of the 
Fairies, 4to. J 599. Entered in 
Stationers* Hall 1594. 

5. The History of Johe, N. P. 
This had been in the possession of 
Mr. Warburton. 

He also joined with Dr. Lodge, 
in his comedy, entitled 

A Looking-glass for London and 
England, 

But Winstanley, besides these, 
has attributed one entire play to 
him, called 

Fair Emm. C. 4to. 1(531. 
which, however, is printed anony- 
mously ; and asserts, that he was 
concerned with Dr. Lodge in the 
composition of four other dramatic 
pieces, called 

Lady Alimony. C. 

Laws of Nature. C. 

Liberality and Prodigality, C^ 

Luminalia. M. 
, JBut ibr our opinion in regard to 
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6keae, see further in the account 
c£ Dr. Lodge. 

Antony Wood says, that Green 
was also author of another piece, 
which he (Wood) had seen, called 

Flanetomachia, C. 4to. 1585. 

Wood also tells ug, that Mn 
Green having reflected on Grabrlel 
Harvey in several of his writings, 
Harvey, not being able to bear 
his abuses, did inhumanly trample 
upon him when he lay full low in 
his grave, even as Achilles insulted 
the dead body of Hector. 

The following elegant lines are 
extracted from a pamphlet pub- 
lished by Gabriel Harvey, after 
Green's death, entitled *' Foure 
''Letters, and certaine Sonnets: 
" EspeciaUy touching Robert 
•' Greene, and other Parties by 
<* him abused." 4to. 1592. 

Rohertus Grenus, utriusque Acade- 

mice Artium Magister, de Seipso, 

«* Illc ego, cui risus, nynores, fcsta, pu- 
ellae, 
•* Vana libellorum seriptio, vita fuit : 
*' Prodigus ut vidi Vcr, ^^statemque fu- 
roris, 
** Autumno, atque Hycrai, cum cane 
dico vale. 
** Ingenii bullam ; jplumam Artis ; fistu- 
1am amandi ; 
" Ecquae non misero plangat avena 
tono?" 

Greek, Rupert. Of this dra- 
matic infant it will be enough to 
say, that he is the son of Valentine 
Green, the mezzotinto scraper, 
and himself an artist in some re- 
pute. He produced before he was 
nine years old a tragedy, called 

The Secret Plot. 12mo. 1777. 

Greffulhe, Mr. a merchant 
in the city, is the reputed author 
of, 

1. The Portrait of Cervantes, F. 
1808. N. P. 

2. Is he a Prince? F. I8O9. 
N. P. 

Grmgoky, Gfioaos^p.I>.V7d» 



bom in Ireland, his &tber betikg 
prebendary of Ferns > who dying 
when our author was but twelve 
years old, his mother, a native of 
Lancashire, removed to Liverpool, 
where she placed her son in a 
school, which was superintended 
by an excellent roathematician, 
named- Holden. He afterwards 
passed two years in Edinburgh, 
where he made the mathematical 
and physical sciences his great ob- 
jects of attainment. On his re- 
turn to Liverpool, be took orders, 
and was ordained to the curacy ef 
Liverpool ; where be jsoon after 
contributed to a periodical work 
some miscellaneous essays, in which 
he exposed the Inhumanity and 
impolicy of the slave-trade. 

In 1792, on his removal to 
London, he was appointed curate 
of Cripplegate^ Three years after 
he became better known by the 
publication of a volume of Essays, 
Historical and Moral, The succSess 
of this work occasioned a de- 
mand for two subsequent editions. 
Besides his literary reputation. 
Dr. Gregory now attained celebrity 
in his clerical functions. From 
this popularity, though he derived 
little emolument, he could not, on 
some occasions, fail to receive 
heart-felt pleasure. The curacy of 
Cripplegate, in consequence of the 
heavy duties attached to it, he had 
been compelled to resign 5 but in 
1785 he was recalleMl to this 
church, by the earnest wishes of 
his congregation, who unanimous- 
ly elected him their morning- 
preacher. At the same time he 
officiated at St. George's, Rotolph 
Lane J delivered lectures at the 
Asylum,, and weekly lectures at 
St. Antholin*s. In 17S9 he pub- 
lished his Translation of Lowth's 
Lectures on the Sacred Poetry of 
t|^ Hel>TeiJU8« 
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In 1739, shortly after his mar- a volume of Lt?c/ttrw on Chemistry^ 

riage with Miss Nunnes, Dr. Gre- His next labour was the revision 

jgory canvas*?d for the office of of two volumes of Letters on Li" 

chaplain to the Asylum, which he teraiure and Taste-, but this labour 



lost by one vote ; more from the 
too sanguine confidence of his 
friends, than from want of sup- 
port. In the evening of the same 
day, with that dignified self-pos- 
session which never forsook him, 
be preached at St. Antholin's, ex- 
lempore, from the text, *' Put thy 
** trust in the Lord, and he shall 
*' yet give thee the desires of thine 
*' heart;'* A volume of Sermons, 
previously published by him, was 
re-edited this year ; also the Life 
of Chatter ton, for whose fate he 
felt the most sincere commisera- 
tion* Tlie four following years 
formed the most active part of his 
life. He conducted a critical work, 
and was connected with several 
publications of various kinds. Yet, 
amidst all these cares and avoca- 
tions, he published his Church 
History, a new translation of Te- 



was destined to be his last. 

He expired on Che evening of 
March 12, 18(i8, and was bu- 
ried in his parochial church of 
Westham, oh Monday the 21st. 

We are informed that Dr. Gre- 
gory w;as author of 

The Siege of Jerusalem, Trag. 

Grevillb, Sir Fulk, Lord 
Brook. This right honourable 
author was son to Sir Fulk Gre- 
ville, the elder, of Beauchamp 
Court, in Warwickshire, and de- 
scended from the ancient family of 
the Grevilles, who, in the reign of 
Edward III. were seated at Camb- 
den in Gloucestershire. He was 
born in 1554, the same year with 
his friend Sir Philip Sidney, and 
received his education at Trinity 
College, Cambridge; from whence, 
on his removal to court, he soon 
grew highly in favour with Queen 



lemachus, and The Economy of Elizabeth, nor stood' leSs in the 
Nature, This work was intended esteem of her successor James I. 
to supply the elemental parts of who, at his goronation, created him 



physical science. Its success was 
such, that a third edition of it 
was published in 1804. In that 
year, through the interest of Mr. 
Addington, now Lord Sidmouth, 
Dr. Gregory was presented by His 
Majesty to the living of Westham, 
in Essex. He had previously ob- 
tained from the Bishop of London 
a small prebendary in the cathedral 
of St. Paul's, which he resigned on 



Knight of the- Bath 5 in l6l5, 
made him Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer 5 and, in the 17th year of 
his reign, raised him to the dig-* 
nity of the peerage, with the title 
of Baron Brook of Beauchamp's 
Court, and one of the gentlemen 
of the bedchamber. He wa$ 
equally eminent for his learning 
and courage, in both which he 
greatly distinguished himself, and 



being preferred to the rectory of was one of the most particular in- 
Stapleford, in Herts, by the same timates of the ingenious Sir Philip 



hand. 

In his retreat from the metro- 
-polis, he found leisure to superin- 
tend the progress of an Encyclo- 



Sidney, whose life, prefixed to his 
celebrated romance the Arcadia, 
under the name of Philophilippos, 
was written by this gentleman. 



pcedia of Arts and Sciences, On^ Besides this, he wrote a Treatise 
dismissing this task, he employed of Human Learning-, a Treatise of 
Himself la revising and oorrectuig IVars \ &ti^ ^ti Inc^uuXCvya u'^^3% 
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Force and Honour : all of which . Lord Brook lies buried amon^ 

Sire com^^osed in sesiines, or stanzas the rest of his honcFurable ances- 

of six lines each, the four first of tors, in Warwick cliurch, undo: a 

which are alternate, and the last monument of black and whitt 

two rhyiping to each other. His marble, on which he is stjled 

title to a place in this work, how- « Servant to Queen Elizabeth, 

ever, is founded on two dramatic *< Counsellor to King James, 

pieces (both tragedies) which he " an<* 

wrote, entitled^ " ^^'^'^^ ^^ ^^' ^*^»^»P Sidney." 

1. Alaliam. T. Fol. 1633. He died without issue, having 

2. Mustapha, T. Fol. 1 633. neverbeen married j and those who 
Neither of these was ever act- are desirous of reading his charac- 

cd, they being written strictly after ter more at large, may be further 

the model of the ancients, with satisfied by perusing the account 

xhoruses, &c. and entirely unfit given of him by Fuller, in his JSri* 

for the English stage. tish Worthies, (See Warwickshire, 

This amiable man of quality lost p. 127.) 

his life in a tragical manner on the Griffik, Benjamin, was an 

30th of September, in the year actor as well as an author. He 

1628, being then seventy-four years was the son of the Rev. Mr. Ben- 

ofage, by the hands of one Hay- jamin Griffin, rector of Buxton 

wood, who had spent the greater and Oxned, in the county of Nor- 

and best part of his time in his folk, and chaplain to the Earl of 

personal service; for which not Yarmouth. At the last-mentioned 

thinking himself sufficiently re- of these two places Mr. Griffin was 

warded, he expostulated with his born, in 1680, and received his 

master on it, they two being alone education at the free-school of 

in his Lordship's bedchamber in North Walshani, in the said coue- 

Brook House, in Holborn (the ty, founded by the noble family of 

spot of ground where Brook Street the Pastons. 

now stands). His remonstrances. He was put apprentice to a gla* 

however, being probably made zier at Norwich j but acting he- 

with too much peremptoriness and ing a more agreeable pursuit to 

an air of insolence, he received a him than glazing, he ran away 

sharp rebuke from his Lordship, from his master, and got initiated 

which he immediately returned by among a pack of strollers, who fre- 

glving him a mortal stab in the quented that city in the year 1712> 

back, of which wound he died, with whom, and in other com- 

but whether instantly or not, does panies, he arrived at considerable 

not appear. The assassin, however, excellence, till, in the year 1/14, 

conceiving his own condition to be he made one at the opening of the 

desperate, went into another room, new theatre iii Lincoln*s Inn Fields, 

and, having locked the door, fell on Here he gained great applause, 

his sword. Thus, in order to evade and established a character to him- 

the sentence of the law, hd became self in the cast of parts which he 

himself the executioner of justice, commonly performed ; which were 

receiving from his own hand that always in low comedy, and mostly 

death which otherwise would have in the testy old men. In short, he 
been inflicted on him by that of in a few years became of so much 

the eommon hang;maa«. . cQYv&ec^oacev that the managers of 
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Drury Lane^ notwithstanding they 
bad already Norris and Johnson^ 
who were still more excellent in 
the same way of playing, and there- 
fore could make but little use of 
Mr. Griffin at their own house, 
found it, nbvertheless, worth their 
-while to buy off his weight against 
them in the rival theatre, by en- 
gaging him at a larger isalary than 
he had hitherto had there 3 and, 
indeed, so intrinsically great was 
our author's merit, that though, in 
consequence of the circumstance 
above mentioned, he made his ap- 
pearance but seldom, yet, when- 
ever be did, it was constantly with 
applause; nor did the excellence 
of the above-mentioned actors by 
any means eclipse his, or seem to 
abate the favourable opinion the 
public had conceived of him, even 
when they at any time appeared 
on the stage together with him. 

Mr. Chetwood, in his British 
Theatre, says, that Mr. GriflSn re- 
inoved to Drury Lane theatre in 
1720; but this, we think, must 
be a mistake ; as we find his comedy 
of IFhig and Tory brought on in 
Lincoln's Inn Fields that year, 
which would hardly have been the 
case, had the author so lately 
quitted that theatre, and joined in 
an opposition, at that time of so 
much consequence, against them. 

This author died Feb. IS, 1740, 
being the 60th year of his age, 
^nd left behind him hve dramatic 
pieces, whose titles are as follow, 
viz. 

1. Injured Virtue. T. 12mo. 

2. Love in a Sack. F. I'imo. 
1715. 

3. Humours of Purgatory, F. 
12mo. 1716'. 

4. Masquerade, F. 12mo. 1717. 

5. Whig and Tory. C. Svo. 
1720. 



Griffith, Elizabeth. This 
lady was a successful writer, who 
employed her attention on works 
of very difierent kinds, and ge- 
nerally to the increase of her re- 
putation. She was of Welsh de- 
scent, and bore the same name 
before she married as she did after- 
wards. Her husband, Mr. Richard 
Griffith, who was also an author, 
was of a good family iii Ireland. 

The first performance in which 
she distinguished her talents, was 
her share in The Letters of Henry 
and Frances, which contained the 
genuine correspondence between 
her and her husband before their 
marriage, and for some years after. 
These manuscripts were published 
at the particular request of Mar- 
garet, late Countess of Cork, who 
was one of her friends and confi- 
dents in this connexion, which 
\jras at first kept secret on account 
of certain family reasons, as may 
be gathered from some of the let- 
ters. This collection has received 
the approbation of the generality 
of readers. 

Mrs. Griffith was the author of 
^Essays to young married IVbmen \ 
a volume, entitled The Morality 
of Shakspeare's Drama illustrated ^ 
besides several novels j and had 
been engaged in a variety of other 
performances. She also wrote the 
following dramatic pieces : 

1. Amana, D. P. 4to. J764. 

2. The Platonic Wife. C. 8vo. 
1765. 

3. The Double Mistake. C. Svo. 
1766. 

4. The School for Rakes. C. Svo, 
1769. 

5. A JVife in the Right. C. Svo. 
1772. 

6. The Times. C. Svo. 178O. 
Mrs. Griffith was also the trans* 

iator of Beaumarchais', 

7. Barler rf Seville. C. 8VO.I776. 
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She died Jan. 5, 1793, at Mil- 
iecent^ in the county of Kildare, 
Ireland. In the early part of her 
life she attempted the stage in 
Ireland ; and^ in the years 1753 
and 1754, at Covent Garden. 

Gkiffith, Richabd, husband 
of the lady just mentioned^ was 
author of 

Variety. C. 8vo. 1783. 

Grimald^ Nicholas^ a native 
of Huntingdonshire, was born in 
4519, and received his' first edu- 
cation in Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge, where having taken the 
degree of B. A. he thence went 
to Oxford, and was incorporated 
there in the same degree ia April 
1542. In the next month he was 
chosen probationer fellow of Mer- 
ton College, being then in the 
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was never acted, but printed in the 
year 1705, entitled 

The Lawyer's Fortune, Com. 
4to. [Reprinted in 8vo. and 12mo. 
1730. J 

It is true, this piece, so ferfrom 
having any dramatic merit in it, 
is full of the grossest absurdities ; 
but when the infantine years of 
its autlxir come to be considered, 
and that it might probably be 
owing to the partialitj of parents, 
in the gratification of a childish 
vanity, that it was ever published : 
if it is, moreover, known, that 
when, at a maturer time of life, 
the author himself, on a review of 
it, became sensible of its faults, he 
took the utmost pains to call in 
the impression, and prevent, if 
possible, so indifferent a perform- 



23d year of his age. In 1544, he ance from standing forth in evidence 
proceeded in arts; and 1547, when against even his boyish abilities. 



the college of King Henry VJII. 
was to be settled and replenished 
with students, he was put in there 
as a senior, or Iheologist. He was 
author of a Latin play, called 

Archipropheta, T. 8vo. 1548. 

Gkimes, Mr. This author was 
a schoolmaster (said to have been 
remarkable for exciting insurrec- 
tions among his boys), and wrote 
one small piece, performed by his 
pupils at Cordwainers* Hall. It is 
called 

An Opera alluding to the Peace, 
8vo. 1712. 

Grimston, William, Loud 
Viscount. This nobleman, whase 
title stands in the list of the Irish 
peerage, was grandfather to the 
present Lord Grimston. He was 
born about 1692; and May 29, 
1719' was created Baron of Dun- 
boyne, in the county of Meath, in 
Ireland, and Viscount Grimston. 
Al the age of thirteen years, vvhile 
gt school, he wrote a pl^y,^which 



surely a first fault, so amply re- 
pented, might easily be forgiven, 
and the asperity with which the 
author has been treated on the ac- 
count of it might well have been 
spared. 

Indeed, the public is scarce- 
ly to be blamed for the ill-usage 
he has received, as they wotnd 
probably have suffered this piece 
to have died in obscurity, with 
many others of equal merit, had 
it not been for the malevolence of 
the late Dutchess of Marlborough » 
who, in the course of an opposi- 
tion which she thought proper to 
make to this wortliy peer, in an 
election for members of parlia- 
ment, where his Lordship was a 
candidate, caused a large impres- 
sion of this play to be printed off, 
at her own sole charge, and to be 
dispersed among the electors, with 
a frontispiece, conveying a most 
indecent and unmannerly rejec- 
tion on his Lordship's luiderstand- 
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Ing, under the allegorical figure " sen'ants, a generous friend, and 

of an elephant dancing on the '' an affable and hospitable neigh- 

Yopes. Pope also thought proper " hour.** • 

to abuse Lord Grimston in the fol- He died on the 1 5 th of October 

lowing lines, alluding to the peer's 1756. 

residence at Gorhambury, neat St. Grovb, Joseph, is hardly en- 

Albans : titled to a place in this work, be- 

** Shades that to Bacon did retreat afford, ing only the publisher of one of 

•* Arc now the portion of a ^oofy Ior</." Shakspeare's plays. He was an 

And Swift says, attorney, and resided at Richmond, 

,.,„.,. , . , . ^ ^,^ where he died March 27, 1764. 

** The leaden crown devolv d to thee, „ ». til r *r j* A »• i 

« Great poet of the Hollow Tnc." 5f ,^''°^^ ^^^ .^^ ^^ Cardmal 

The second title of his Lord- ^^"^f^' ^" ^ ^t* f""' '"l^'^i 

ship's comedy was. Love in a Hoi. l^^'' "^^ P^«5^ ^'^ republished 

hw Tree-, and in it the following ^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ jj p 

Ime occurs : ^^^g ^ ^ 

" There let us rest our weary limbs, //// GkOVE, W. To a writer of 

ikey more -weary be,- ^j^ ^^^^ j^^ EgertOU aSCribeS 

Lord Grimston represented this The Faithful Shepherd, Dram. 

contested borough, which was St, Past. 8vo. 1782. 

Albans, in the 3d, 4th, 5th, and Grys, Le. See Le Grys, Sir 

7th parliaments of Great Britain ; Robert. 

and, byhis behaviour while he con- Gunning, Miss, daughter of 

tinued in the House, his conduct the late General Gunning, besides 

in a rational and happy retireqpent having written several novels, is 

after his quitting public affairs, the translator, from the French, of 

and his prudent economy through The Wife with Two Husbands, 

life in the management of an T. C. Svo. 1803. 

estate, which, though a large one, Gwinne, Matthew, was the 

was, at the time it descended to son of Edward Gwinne, who de- 

him^ loaded with the incumbrance scended from an- ancient family in 

of numerous fortunes and heavy Wales, but dwelt at London. In 

jointures saddled on it, gave am- the year 1574, he was elected a 

pie proof of the injustice of the scholar of St. John's College, in 

insinuations so artfully thrown out Oxford, where he took the degree 

against him, and supported solely of B. A. on the 14th of May 1578, 

on this one trivial error of his and was afterwards perpetual fel- 

childhood 5 and it is but justice low of the college. He had the 

to a valuable character, thus at- honour of being appointed master 

tempted to be injured, to conclude regent in July 1582^ and read the 

our account of him with the amia- music lecture. When he had taken 

ble portrait drawn of him by-the his degrees in arts, he entered up- 

author of the lives annexed to on the physic line, and practised 

Whincop's Scanderheg : '' This as a physician in and about Ox- 

*' nobleman (says that writer) is ford several years. In 1588 he 

'^ a good husband to one ©f the was appointed junior proctor of 

'* best of wives 5 an indulgent fa- the university, and on July 17, 

^' ther to a hopeful and numerous 1593, was created doctor of physic. 

'^ offspring J a kind master to his He obtained leave ef the college^ 
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in 1 59s, to attend Sir Henry '' plicity of the ancients^ into 
Unton, ambassador from Queen ^' points of wit^ affected jingle> 
Elizabeth to the French courts and ^' and scraps of sentences detacb- 
continaed with him during bis ab- " ed from old authors j a custom 
tence abroad. " which at that time began to 
Upon the settlement of Gresh- *' prevail both here and abroad, 
am College, he was chosen the '' And he seems to have contract- 
first professor of physic about the '* ed this humour gradually, as it 
beginning of March 1596, being ^^ grew more in vogue; for his 
one of the two nominated by the *^ Oraiio in Laudem Mitsicm is not 
university of Oxford. On the 25th '' so deeply tinged with it as bis 
June ld(D4» he was admitted a " Orationes duce, spoken many 
candidate of the College of Phy- "years afterwards in Gresham 
iicians of London; at the begin- " College." 
ning of 1 605 was made physician Besides several other pieces, he 
of the Tower; and on 22d Dec. in wrote two Latin plays, called, 
the same year, was chosen a fellow 1. Nero» T. 4to.l603 5 Svo. 
of the college. He kept his pro- I639. 

fessorship at Gresham College uo- 2. Vertumnus ; sive. Annus re- 
til Sept. I6O7, when he quitted it, currens Oxonii. 4to. 16O7. 
probably on his marriage. Gwinnet, Richard, of Great 
After leaving Gresham College, Shu^-dington, in GloQcestershiie. 
Le continued to practise physic The name of this gentleman be- 
with success in London, and was came more familiar to the pnblic, 
xxmch esteemed both in the city by means of his acquaintance with 
and at court. He died, according Mrs. Thomas, the celebrated Go- 
to Wood, at his house in Old Fish rinna, than by any merit of hi| 
Street in I627, though Dr. Ward own. He was the son of a Glon- 
says hewas living in 1639, anil that cestershire gentleman, and was 
his ^?^me appeared in tlie Pharma- seven years at Christchurch Cd- 
copccia printed in that year. lege, Oxford, under the tuition of 
" He was (says Dr. Ward) a Dr. Gastrell. He afterwards re- 
*' man of quick parts, a lively sided some time in the Temple, 
'' fancy, and poetic genius ; had but did not follow the profession 
'* read much, was well versed in of the law, or any other ; which 
** all sorts of polite literature, ac- seems to have been owing to an 
** curately skilled in the modern infirm constitution, that was too 
'* languages, and much valued for weak to permit him to reside in 
*' his knowledge and success in London. He died April I6, 1717, 
*' the practice of physic. But his having produced one play, en- 
*' Latin style was formed upon a titled 

«' wrong taste, which led him from The Country Squire ; or, // Christ's 

** the natural and beautiful sim- mas GamboL * C. 8vo. 1732. 
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JHi. C. These initials are prefixed poems, published under the title 

to of Casiara, and a play, called 

The Two Friends. D. 8vo. The Queen of Arragon, Trag. 

1800. Com. Fol. 1640. In Dodsle/s 

H 1 Eleanor. Of this lady Collection. 

we know no more than that she Of this he appears himself to 

wrote have had a very diffident opinion -, 

MaHlda. D. 1803. but having showed it to Philip, Earl 

H. W. These initials are af- of Pembroke, that nobleman was 

fixed to the dedication of so much pleased with it, that he 

The Projectors, C. Svo. 1737* caused it to be acted at court, and 

Habington, William. This afterwards to be published, though 

gentleman, who flourished in the contrary to the author's inclina- 

feign of King Charles I. was born tion. Wood acquaints us, that, 

on the4th of Nov. l605, at Hand- during the civil war, Mr. Habing- 

lip, ift WcMFcestershire. Being of ton (probably for the sake of pre- 

ft Roman Catholic femily, he was serving to himself that calm, which 

sent to receive the early parts of is ever most agreeable to a stiidi- 

his education at Paris and St. ous and sedentary disposition) tem- 

Omer*s, where he was very ear- porized with those in power, and 

xiestly entreated to take on him the was not unknown to Oliver Crom- 

babit of a Jesuit. £ut an eccle- well : yet, it is probable, this 

siastical life being by no means temporizing was no more than a 

agreeable to his disposition, he re- mere non-resistance; as v^ehaveno 

skted all their solicitations, and account of his having been raised 

returned to England, where, by to any kind of preferment during 

Ilia own application, and the in- the Protector's government. He 

structioB of his father Thomas died November 30, 1654, being 

Habington, Esq. he made great just entered into his 50th year, 

proficiency in the study of history. In the *' Complete History of Eng^ 

and other useful branches of lite- land,*' 1706, the first two volumes 

ratore, and became, according to of which were compiled by Mr. 

the account given of him by Wood, Hughes the poet, Habington*s Life 

in his Athen. Oxon. a very accom- of Edward is inserted, among other 

plished gentleman. adopted lives. 

His principal bent was to his- Hacket, Dr. John (miscalled 
tory, as is apparent from his writ- Lacket in the former edition), an 
ings ; among which are some Oh' English prelate, descended fi-om 
servations on History, in 1 vol. Svo. an ancient family, and born in 
and a History of Edw. IV, written London, Sept. 1, 1592. He was 
and published at the desire of King admitted very young into West- 
Charles I.: yet, for the amusement minster school j and, in 16O8, 
of some leisure hours, he wrote a elected thence to Trinity College, 
considerable munber of littleJove in Cambridge. His unconia^ji^Nx 

TOL. i» 3L 
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parts and learning recommended as well as what bad been gathered 
him to particular notice ; so that; for the repair of St. Paol*s ca- 
after taking the proper degrees, he thedral. March 1642^ he wai 
was chosen fellow of his college^ presented to a residentiary*s place 
and became a tutor of great re- in St. Paul's^ London ; bat the 
pute. One month in the long troubles coming on, he had no 
vacation, retiring with bis pupil> enjoymei^t of it, nor of his rectoiy 
afterwards Lord Byron^ into Not- of St. Andrew's. Besides, some 
tinghamshire^ he there composed of his parishioners there having 
a L^tin Comedy, which was twice articled against him, at the oon- 
acted before James I. entitled mittee of plunderers, his firieiid 

Loyola, Printed in 12mo. 1648. Selden told him it was ki vain to 
He took orders in l6lS, and had make any defence, and admd 
singular kindness shown him by him to retire to Cheam, where be I 
Bishop Andrews, and several great would endeavour to prevent Us \ 
men: but, above all others, he being molested. He was distmbed 
was regarded by Dr. Williams, here by the Earl of £s8ex*s anny» 
Dean of Westminster and Bishop who, inarching that way, toc^ bim 
of Lincoln, who, being appointed prisoner along with them i bat ke 
lord-keeper of the great seal in was soon after dismissed, uid fma i 
1621, chose Hacket for his chap- that time lay hid in his retiremcot ' 
lain. In l623, he was made at Cheam, where we hear no roofS 
chaplain to James I. and also a of him, except that, in ,l648-9» 
prebendaiy of Lttieoh) i and the he attended in his last QUMneoti 
year foltowiiig, upon the lord- Henry Rich, Earl of Holland, who 
keeper's recommendation, rector was beheaded for attempting the 
of St. Andrew's, Holborn^ in Lon- relief of Colchester, 
don. His patron also procured After the restoration of ChaHei 
him the same year the rectory of IL he recovered all his prefer* 
Cheam, in Surrey; telling him, ments, and was ofiered the bi- 
that he intended Holbom for shopric of Gloucester, which he 
wealth, and Cheam for health. refused \ but iie accepted shortlj 
In 1625, he was named by the after that of Litchfield and Co- 
King himself, to attend an am- ventry, a6d was consecrated Dec 
bassador into Germany; yet was 22, 1^1. The spring fbUowiag 
. dissuaded from the journey, by he repaired to Litchfield, wberei 
being told, that, on account of finding the cathedral almost bat* 
his severe treatment of the Jesuits tered to the ground, he set up is 
in his lA)yola, he would never be eight years a complete church 
able to go safe, though in an am- again, better than ever it was bfr* 
bassador's train. In 1 628, be com- fore, at the expense of 20,000/* 
menced D. D. ; and, in 1631, was of which he had 1000/. from the 
made archdeacon of Bedford. His .dean and chapter: and the reK 
church of St. Andrew being old was of his own charge, and pro- 
and decayed, he undertook to re- ' cured from benefactors. He bud 
build it, and for that purpose got out 1000/. upon a prebendal hous^ 
together a great sum cf money in which he was forced to live is* 
stock and subscriptions; but, upon his palaces at Litchfield and Ecdo* 
the breaking out of the civil war, shall having been demolished do* 
this was seized by the Parliament^ ring the civil war, He*added to 
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ity G^llege, m Cambridge; a 
ling called Bishop's Hostel^ 
h cost him 1200/. ordering 

the rents of the cha tubers 
Id be laid out in books fur the 
ge-library. Besides these acts 
uoificence, he left several be- 
:tioDs by will ; as 50/. to Clare 
; 501. to St. John's College; 
dl his books^ which cose him 
t 1^00/. to the university li- 
'. He died at Litchfield, Oc- 

21 > 1670, and was buried in 
::athedral» under a handsome 
•> erected by his eldest son 
Lodrew Hacket, a master in 
»ry J for he was twice mar- 
aud had several children by 
his wives. 

) published only the comedy 
lyola above mentioned, and 
-mon preached before the Kitig, 
h 22, \660i but» after his 
se, A Century qfhis Sermons 

several remarkable Subjects 
mblished by Thomas Plume^ 
. in 1675, folio; and> in 

The L\fe of Archbishop /^i/- 
» folio^ of which an improved 
pnent was published in 1700> 
>y Ambrose Philips. He in- 
1 to have written the Life of 
) I. and for that purpose the 
leeper Williams had given 
^mdeo's MS. notes or an- 
)f that King's reign; but^ 
being lost in the confusion 

times, he was disabled from 
it. He was a man of great 
less^ and applied himself to 
Its of learning, but could 
make himself master of the 
d languages. He was deeply 

in ecclesiastical history, es- 
y as to what concerned our 
shurcb. In the university^ 
young, he was much ad* 
to school-learning; but grew 
ards weary of it, as being 
shadows without subftaoce. 



and containing horrid and barba* 
rous terms, more £t, he would 
say, for incantation than diviriity. 
He was a man of exemplary cbS- 
duct, and as remarkable for virtue 
and piety as for parts and learn- 
ing. 

A writer in The Gentleman's 
Magazine (Feb. 1783) relates the 
following anecdote of our author's 
ecclesiastical intrepidity : 

" Amidst all the tyrannies, se- 
'' questrations, and pillages, made 
" upon the church of England, Br: 
** JohnHacket showed himself itt 
** adherent and hero, and offered 
*' his body even to martyrdom, 
*' rather than disobey its ordi- 
'' nances. He was, at the be- 
*' ginning of the civil war, rector 
" of St Andrew's, Holborn ; and 
^' when the Parliament, as the 
^* Commons alone called them- 
" selves, had voted down the li- 
" turgy of the church of England, 
*^ and forbidden the use of it under 
*' the severest penal ties. Dr. Hackeii 
'* continued to read, as before, the 
" daily service ; and, though a 
'' Serjeant with a trooper rushed 
*^ into the church,^ commanding 
*' him with threats to desist, he/ 
'' with a steady voice and intre- 
'* pid countenance, continued; on 
** which the murderous bigot thrustf 
'* his pistol to his head, threaten- 
ing him with instant death : the 
undaunted priest calmly replied^ 
' Soldier, I am doing my duty, 
" do you do yours ;' and with a 
** still more exalted voice read on. 
'' The soldier, abashed, left the 
" church." 

Hailes, Lord, one of the lorda 
commissioners of justiciary in Scot- 
land (formerly Sir David Dalrym- 
ple), bom at Edinburgh Oct. 28« 
172^, is said to have been the au- 
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The Little Freeholder. 1>. Ent Hyswick. When Sir Joseph wif 

12mo. 1790. appointed to the first of those high 

His Lordship also wrote three c^ces^ he took our author as hii 

papers in The World, viz. Nos. Latin secretary. But tacitumitj 

\AO, 147, and 204; Annals of not being one of those qualidn 

Scotland, 2 vols. 4to. 177^ f ^^^ for which Haines was eminent^ Sir 

1779 'y Disquisitions concerning the Joseph found that^ throcigh hit 

Antiqui^ of the Christian Church, means^ affairs of great iroportamt 



1783; and An Inquiry into the. 
secondary Causes which Mr. Gibbon 
has assigned for the rapid Growth 
of Christianity, .4to.l7S6. ToThe 
Mirror, a periodical paper pub- 
lished in Scotland, his Lordship 
likewise contributed five papers, 
and part of a sixth ; viz. Nos. 62, 
75, 86, 97, 98. and -part of 46. 

He died Nov. 29, 1 792 j having 
written many other works, 'of kindly received ; but a codipanf 
which a list ma^ be seen in the of comedians coQiing to peribrm 



firequently transpired, even beibit 
they came to the knowledge of 
those who were more immediatelf 
concerned in them. Hewa8,theI^ 
fore, obliged to remove bini from 
an employment for which he seen- 
ed so ill calculated : he recoBh 
mended him, however, to one of 
the heads of the tmiTernty of 
Cambridge, where he was verjr 



new edition of The Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, 

Haines, Joseph (commonly 
called Count Haines). This 
gentleman was a very eminent low 
comedian, and a person of great 
facetiousness of temper and readi- 
ness of wit. When, or where, or 
of what parents, he was bora, are 
particulars about whidb the histo- 
rians of his life are totally silent. 
It is certain, however, that the 
earlier parts of his education were 
communicated to him at the school 
of St. Martin's in the Fields, where 
he made so rapid a progress as to 
become the admiration of all who 
knew him. 

From this place he was sent, by 
the voluntary subscription of a 
number of gentlemen, to whose 
notice his quickness of parts had 
atrongly recommended him, to 
Queen's College, Oxford, where 
his learning and great fund of ha- 
inour gained him the esteem and 
regard of Sir Joseph Williamson, 
who was afterwards Secretary of respective capitals of Paris sod 
State, and Minister Plenipotentiary Rome, was greatly csresifd bf 
at the concluding of the peace of many of the Reach 



at Stourbridfi;e fair> Mr. Haines 
took so sudden an incIioattoD iv 
their emplo3rment and way of liv- 
ing, that he threw away his csp 
and band, and inmiediately jdoed 
their company. 

It was not long, however, before 
the reputation of his theatrical 
abilities procured him an invitt- 
tion to the Theatre Royal in Dnuy 
Lane, where his inimitabte pe^ 
formance on the public stage, to- 
gether with his vivacity and plea- 
santry in private conversation, in- 
troduced him not only to the sc^ 
quaintance, but even the ftmiH- 
arity, of persons of the most exalted 
abilities, and of the first rank in 
the kingdom ; insomuch, that a 
certain noble Doke, being appoint- 
ed ambassador to the French caart^ 
thought it no disgrrace to take Jtt 
Haines with him as a compaoioD; 
who being, besides his knowledge 
of the d^ languages, as perfect 
master of the French and Itafian, 
as if he had been a native of the 
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D his return from France, 
re he had assumed the title of 
li, he again applied himself 
le stage, on which he con- 
;d till 1701 5 on the 4th of 
1 in which year he died of a 
•, after a very short illness, at 
odgings in Hart Street^ Long 
!^and was buried in thechurch- 
of St. Paul's, Coven t Garden, 
lere is one dramatic piece, 
to be his, entitled 
Fated Mistake. P. 4to. 16^2. 
the composition of it is so 
miserable, that most of the 
)rs seem inclined to acquit 
of being the author of il. 
we know not whether that is 
a sufficient reason for so do- 
as it is by no means uncom* 
to find, among men of pro- 
i drollery, that the manner is 
I more than the matter ', and 
ible, as Shakspeare has it, is 

set in a roar, by jokes, 
b, if repeated, without the 
^ate humour of the speaker 
:ompany them, would scarce- 
:nte a smile, unless of con- 
t. And it is remarkable of the 
person we are now treating 
lat some of his prologues and 
;ues, which used to force 
er-claps of applause from the 
3ce, when spokien by liimself, 
ccording to his own concep- 
in the writing of them, ap- 
but flat and insipid when we 

to read them in the closet, 
lo not mean this, however, 
Y degree to depreciate Mr. 
«*s merit. That he possessed 
t share of genuine wit, we do 
1 the least question ; and al- 
b every jest-book will furaish 
ers of droll turns of humour, 
1 are said to have come from 
we til ink we cannot better 
his account of him, than by ' 
petition ef one undoubtedly 



authentic bon-mbt of his, handed 
down to us by his contemporary 
Colley Gibber, who, in his JpO' 
^^§y» relates this story : " Joe 
^' Haines (says he), being asked 
" what could transport Collier in- 
'' to so blind a zeal for the general 
" suppression of the stage, when 
*' only some particular authors had 
'* abused it ^ whereas the stage, he 
*' could not but know, was gene- 
'' rally allowed, when rightly con- 
'V ducted, to be a delightful roe- 
** thod of mending our morals?" 
•— " For that very reason (replied 
*' Haines): Collier is by profession 
*' a moral'mender himself | and 
*' two of a trade, you know, can 
'' never agree,** 
Hall, Robert, was author of 
The Old Quizzes. M. F. 12mo« 

1779. 
Hallam, a. This gentleman 

translated The Beggar's Opera into 

French, under'the title of 

L Opera du Gueux; avec les 
Chansons, sur les Airs Anelois. 
Represent6e sur le Petit Theatre 
Francois dans March6 au Foin. 
8vo. 1750. 

Hallo RAV, L. H. under the 
assumed name of PhUo'Nautictu, 
wrote 

The Female Volunteer, Dr. 8vo. 
1801. 

Hamilton, Charles. Of this 
person we know no more than 
that he was author^ or rather 
translator, of 

The Patriot. Trag. 8vo. N.D. 
[1784.] 

Hamilton, Newburor. This 
gentleman lived in the family of 
the Duke of Hamilton, and was 
jprobably related to his Grace, He 
wrote three pieces, entitled, 

1. Boating Lovers, Qom. 13mo. ^ 
1715. 

2. Petticmt Phtkr. Far. 12ma 
1720. 

il3 
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Neither of these pieces met with tendad for the stage^ is in printi 

success. The first of thero> how- and is far from being devoid of 

ever^ was supported through three genius or poetical imaginadon. It 

performances J for the sake of the is entitled 

authofs benefit, whose interest The Fortune Tellers, A Medley, 

was so strong, and his acquaint- 8vo. N. D. 

ance so extensive, that he was en- Mr. Hardham> however, was at 

abled to lay the pit and boxes to- once a patron and preceptor to 

gether^ at the advanced price of many of our candidates tor his- 

mi shillings for each ticket. trionic laurels. He was therefore 

3. Sampson. Orat. 4to. 1743. seldom without embryo Richards 

Hammond> William. This and Hotspurs stratting and bellow- 

writer is mentioned no where but ing in his dining-room^ or the 

in The British Theatre i where he parlour behind hb shop. The 

is said to have been a young gen- latter of these apartments' m 

tleman in the army, and to have adorned with heads of most of tbe 

written a' dramatic piece^ of one persons celebrated for dramatic ex- 

act^ entitled cellence, and to these he frequent- 

The Preceptor, Ball. Opera, ly referred in the coarse of bis 

12mo. 1740. instructions. 

• '' Harbach^ William, announ- There is one circumstance^ bow- 

ced, about twenty-five years ago, a^ ever, in his private character, which 

intended for speedy publication, deserves a more honourable rescoe 

The Roman Daughter, T. Not from oblivion. His charity vas 

printed, we believe. extensive in an uncommon degree, 

Hardham, John. This au- and was conveyed to many of its 

thor, when living, was well known objects in the most delicate man- 

' among persons of genius and taste, ner. On account of his known 

He was bom at Chichester, and integrity (for he once fiiikd in 

bred a lapidary or diamond-cutter $ business more creditably than be 

but afterwards became more emi- could have made a fortune ^y it); 

nent in another profession, being he wa? often intrusted with the 
at the time of his death possessed of care of paying little annual stipends 

the greatest snutF-trade in or about to unfortunate women, and others 

this metropolis. His sliop was at who were equally in want of reliefj 

the Red Lion, near Fleet Market, and he has been known, wiA a 

in Fleet Street. Besides this, he generosity almost unexampled, to 

had for some years been principal continue these annuities, long after 

pumberer and under- treasurer to the sources of them had been stop- 

the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane, ped by the deaths or caprices of 

What Mr. Hardham's advantages the persons who at first supplied 

from education were, we never them. At the same time he per- 

heard; but, by the dint of strong suaded the receivers that their 

natural parts, and good breeding, money was remitted to him as 
ne rendered himself agreeable to usual through its former channel, 

numbers of the most considerable Indeed his purse was dever shot 
wits and critics of the age • and even to those who were casuallj 

even himself made one attempt in recommended by his common ac- 

ihe dramatic way, which, although, quaintance. He died in September 

^e believe, it was not even in- 1772,and> by his will^ bequeatM 
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the interest of twenty thousand 
pounds to a female^ who, after 
the death of his wife^ had gained 
but too strong an ascendancy over 
bim ; and at her decease the prin- 
cipal, &c. to his native city, to 
lessen the poor*s rates there. The 
consequence is, that the rates are 
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titled, (1.) Three Treatises; lit, 
Concerning Art-, 2d, Music, Paint- 
ing, and Poetry -, and 3d, Happi- 
ness. (2.) Hermes i APhilM^phi- 
cal Enquiry concerning Universal 
Grammar, (3.) Philosophical Ar- 
rangements. (4.) Philological En- 
quiries. He was one of the sons 



very much Jowered; but the rents of a gentleman of the same names 
of bouses are, Qn that account, so by Lady Elizabeth his wife, third 



much increased, thai the gift has 
been a detriment, instead of an 
9dv^ntage. 

These particulars, which reflect 
SQcb honour on Mr. Hardham's 



daughter of Anthony second Earl 
of Shaftesbury, and sister to the 
celebrated author of The Charac- 
teristics. He was born in the Close 
of Sarum, July 20, 1709, and 



memory, deserve to be as generally educated under the Rev. Mr. Hill, 
known as his popular sort of snufi^ master of the public grammar-^ 



entitled 37 ', a combination of fi- 
jgures which, in the public opinion, 
continues to stand at least as high 
at did once the political number 45, 
Hahding, Samuel, was the 
son of Robert Harding, of Ipswich, 
3D Suffolk. He was bom in the 
year 16I81 and, as Wood says, 
became a sojourner of Exeter 
College, Oxford, in the year l634, 
where, in 1638, he took one de- 
gree in arts. He afterwards be« 
came chaplain to a nobleman 5 and 
about the beginning, or in the 



school there." From thence he 
went, in 1726, to Wadham Col- 
lege,, in Oxford, as a gentleman 
commoner, but did not receive 
any degree. We do not find that 
he ever took any active part in 
public life until 1761, when he 
was elected M: P. for Christ Church, 
Hants. In the year 1762 he waa 
nominated one of the Lords of the 
Admiralty; which he soon gave 
up> and, on the l^th of April 
1763, was appointed to a seat oh 
the Treasury behch ; a post which 



heatofthe civil war, died; having he held until July 12, 1765. In 

written one play, called . ^774, he was appointed Secretaiy 

Sicily and Naples 5 or. The Fa- and Comptroller to the Queen | 

ial Unton. T. 4to. l640. in which situation he continued 

Habpbr, Samu£l. An author until his death, Dec. 22, lyso^ 

sow unknown. He published one He was the author of one small 
play, called ' piece, called 

, The Mock Philosopher. C. l2mo. ' The Spring. Past. 4to. 1 762. 

1 737. His life and works have been pub- 

Harpley, T. An author only lished by his son, the Earl of 

known^to us as having published, Malmesbury, in 2 vols. 4to. 1801^ 



1. The Genius of Liverpool, Dr. 

8vo. 17 go. 

2. The Milliners. Burl. Svo. 
1790. 

3. The Triumph of Fidelity, jyv. 
in Rhyme. Svo. 1790. 



Harris, Joseph. This person 
(probably a seal-engraver by trade,, 
as, on the accession of Queen 
Anne, he was appointed engraver 
to the Mint) was a comedian, but 
of no great reputation in his pro-* 



Harris, James, author of fession. Yet, as Jacob inform& 
i}iose four valuable works^ en* us^ by the assistance of his fiieodsi^ 

X4" • ■ ' ^ 
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be «imedlit being an antiiorj and 
produced the four following dra* 
natic pieces; sA\ of which seem 
to have miscarried in the repre- 
sentation, viZ( 

1. The Mistakes. T. C. 4to. 
1691. 

2. The City Bride. C. 4to. 
1696. 

3. Lovers a Lottery, emd a Wb- 
man the Prize. C. 4to. I699. 

4. Lwe and Riches reconciled. 
M. 4to. 1^9. 

Habrison, Lieutbnant Nt^* 
CHOLAS Bacon, of the Marines^ 
published one drama : 

The Travellers. C. 8vo. 1788, 

1789. 

Harbison^ Thomas, was mi- 
nister of the dissenting congrega- 
tion in Little Wild Street. On 
March 16, 1 728-9, he preached 
the funeral sermon of Dame Mary 
Page, at Devonshire Square. Hfe 
afterwards conformed, and receiv- 
ed episcopal ordination from the 
bishop of London, Sept. 14, 1729, 
at St. Leonard's Foster Lane, and 
preached a recantation sermon 
there. He, on the 15th of ^Peb. 
1729, preached a sermon at Rat- 
cliffe, in Leicestershire, on his in- 
troduction to that cure; and •all 
these sermons are in print. He is 
also the authoF of one drama, 
oalled 

BelteshuTxar ] or. The Heroic 
Jew. D.P. J2mo. 1727. 

Harrison, Wiluah. Hlliis 
author was a man of mean "em- 
ployment, being by trade no other 
than a patlen-maker. Yet he was 
esteemed to be master of excellent 
natural parts. He wrote one play, 
which, though it was never acted, 
probably from want of intierest, h 
for from being devoid of merit j it 
is entitled 

The Pilgrims. D. E. 4to. 17OI. 

Habrod, W. This writpi' was 



a Ktntish tnan, bom In tkte town 
which he has ce4^raied in a de< 
sciiptive poem, called &omoI<. 
4to. 1753. He likewise wrote ooe 
play, Vi«. 

the Patrva. Tw 8V6. 17^. 

HABt, GaAiiLiBs. A Seotdi 
gentleman, who proidneed oise 
play, acted at Edinburgh, tfldM 

Herminius and£tpuifia. T. 99b, 
1764. 

Hartsoh, HalI^ was a native 
of Ireland; and, if our infbrtnatioa 
be not erroneous, wss tntmgbt op 
at the university of Dttblin in the 
lowest rank of students. He was 
patronized, how^er« by the cele- 
brated Dr. Leland, who is soppesed 
to have afibrded him material 1K- 
sistancein tbeoaiydrdmaiticpiecv 
he has written. He qokted bii 
country in the character Df lUitor 
to a young gentleman of fortune, 
whom he Accompanied tolondoo. 
Before he -had attained the age of 
thirty, he had made the tour of £q* 
rope three times, and was deemed 
a young man of fine parts, great 
ac^complishments, and amiabts 
manners. , He beomie acquainted 
with the celebrated Hugh Boyd, 
who invited him to his house at 
Kenton Green, that be might have 
the benefit of change of air, being 
then of a consumptii^ habit; bttt 
his malady was Ux> fyr advanced 
to -admit of any cure. After being 
many weeks at Kenton Green, 
Mr. Hartson returned to town, 
and died in a few days (March 
1773), without leaving any other 
effects than a few mannscript 
poems and plays to Griffin the 
bookseller, whom he had appoint- 
ed his executor, and to whom be 
had been probably indebted. Boyd| 
knowing Hartson^ distressed cir- 
cumstances, called on Griffin, the 
moment he beard of his death, 
and humanely offerpd his services. 
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AciiBn begged be would order and Tom 7%inih into an opera. Be* 

luanagetbefanerali which, though sides tliis^ he wns the author 6f, 

at tiial time as much embarrassed i . The Rival Father ; or> The 

» bad been his deceased friend. Death of Jchilles. T. 6vo. 1730. 

he generously did, and for which 2. The Chinese Orphan. H.X» 

Gritilin afterwards refused to pay; 8vo. 1741. 

pleading, in excuse, that the ina- Hathwayc, Richard. To 

nuscripts were of no value. Not this author are aacribed the follow- 

Ibtig befote his death he publi^ied ing dramas : 

B foetn, entitled Youth. He also I . Arthur, King of England^ 

wrote Play. 1598. N. P. 

The Covntess of Salisbury, T. 2. A$ Merry as may he. Play. 

8vo. 1767. 1602. N.P. 

Harwood, Thomas, educated 3. The Black Dog of NewguH* 

Ht Eton J afterwards of University Play. I603. N. P. 

College, Oxford, and master of 4. The Boast of Billingsgate. P. 

Ucb6eld school. He published l602. N. P. 

Jhmotatims on Genesis, inonevo^ 5. TheFortunateGeneraLFrench 

lunoe, 8vo. 1789$ two volurnes of History. 1602. N.P. 

^Sernums, 17945 and a4to. volume Haughtok, William, wrote 

0797) c^^i^ Alumni Elonenses; the following dramatic pieces : 

|x)ntaining an account of the 1. A Woman will have her 

members of Eton College, from Will, V\vy, 157%. 4to. 1(581. 

the year 1443 to 1797* His claim [See Englishmen for wy Mfmey, 

to a place in the present work in Vol. H.] 

arises from his having published 2. The Arcadian Virgin, > Play. 

«De play, viz. 1599. N. P. 

Tke Death of Dion. T. 8vo. 3. John Cox.' Tr. 1599. N.P, 

17^. A. Poor Man's Paradise. P. 

He was author of several let- 1599. N.P. 

ters in The Gentleman's Magazine, 5. Spanish Mofris. P. 1599* 

with the signature of Clio. He N, P. 

also penned Observations on the 6. Thomas Merry. T. 1599. 

Writings of Dr, Johnson -, but we 7« Tlte English fugitives. P. 

know not whether these were ever d600. N. P. 

pablished. He likewise wrote a 8. Ferrex and Porrex. P. idOO. 

tragedy which was performed at N.P. 

the Norwich Theatre in 1787, but 9. fiohin Hoods Penn'orths. P, 

we have not heard its title. ' The I6OO. N. P. 

author was then resident at Laven- 10. Seven Wise Masters. P. 

ham, near Sudbury, Suffolk. 16OQ. N. P. 

Hatch BTT, William. This 11. Strange News out of Po* 

author was a performer on the iand. P. 1000. N. P. 

stage, though he seems never to 12. The Conquest of Spmn. 

have risen tp much eminence in 16OI. N. P. 

that profession. ^ He acted a part |3. The Conquest <f the West 

in his first play, as did Mrs. Hay- Indies. P. I6OI . N. P. 

wood, with whom he lived upon 14. Judas, P. 16OI. N.P. 

terms of friendship, ^nd joined 15, Proud Woman of Antwerp, 

with her in converting Fielding's f. iGOl, N. P. 
2 
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16. 17. Six Clothiers of the West. latioD of Thorias's Hymnus Tabad, 

P. In two Parts. 16OI. N. P. and two dramatic pieces^ the first 

18. Six Yeomen of the West, P. of which, it is pretty apparent from 

1601. N.P. the very title-page, met with bat 
IQ, Thomas Dough. P. 16OI. indifferent success. They are en- 

N.P. • tided, 

20. Thomas Strowde. P. l60l. 1. The Rival Friends. C. 4to. 

21. miliam Cartwright. P. 1632. 

1602. N. P. 2. 5(?m7e O^tn. C.12nio.l633. 

22. Patient Grissel. C. 4to. Havard, William. This geu- 

1603. tlenoan was an actor belonging to 
Hausted, Peter. This gen- the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane. 

tieman was born at Oundle, in He was the son of a vintner in 
](i[orthamptonshire, towards the be- Dublin, and served his tinoe as ap- 
ginning of the reign of King James prentice to a surgeon 5 but, having 
die First. He received his educa- an early inclination for the stage, 
tion at Queen's CoUege, Cam- he quitted the profession he was 
bridge,where, after passing through intended for, and engaged himself 
the proper exercises, he took his first at the theatre in Goodman's 
degree as master of arts 5 and, after Fields, from whence he removed 
quitting the. university, entering to the Theatres Royal, in both 
into holy orders, he became, first, of which he was at dififereot times 
curate of Uppingham, in Rutland- received. As an actor, be stood 
shire 5 afterwards rector of Had- in very good estimation with the 
ham, in Hertfordshire, and vicar public. His person was comely 
of Gretton, in Northamptonshire, and genteel, his voice clear and 
where he accounted for the first articulate, and his critical judg- 
fruits, March 13, '1639. Inl641, ment, and perfect understanding 
be had a degree of doctor of divi- of the meaning of his author, 
nity conferred on him. shone forth Conspicuously in every 
On the breaking out of the civil part he performed. He did not 
wars, he was made chaplain to want feeling ; but, from a degree 
Spencer Earl of Northampton, to of monotony, which seemed pa- 
whom be adhered in all his en- tural to his voice, he sometimes 
gagements for the royal interest, fell short with respect to impas« 
and was with him in the castle of sioned execution. He was, how- 
Banbury, in Oxfordshire, at the ever, always decent, sensible, and 
very time it made so vigorous a de- perfect, and acquired an ease in 
fence against the Parliament's force, his manner and deportment, which 
In that castle, as Wood, in his it is uncommon to meet with, and 
Fasii, informs us. Dr. Hausted which rendered him, if not a ca- 
xx)ncluded his last moments in the pital, at least a very useful, per- 
year l645, and was buried within former^ and if, on any occasion, 
the precincts of it, or else in the necessity or accident threw him 
church belonging to Banbury. into parts which- might appear 
. . Both Langbaine and Wood give above the rank of characters 
this author the character of a very which he usually filled, he con- 
ingenious man, and a good poet ; stantly made way through them 
all the testimonials we have extant with less disgust than .some per-^ 
pf the latter character ar^, a trans- formers would h^ve dpne,^ who^ 
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with greater particular beaaties> age increasing, he took leave of 

intermingled an equal number of the theatre in form, in an epilogue 

glaring deformities. written and spoken by himself. 

As an author, Mr. Havard stood after the play of Zara, in which 

nearly in the same predicament Mr. Garrick acted for his benefit 

that he did as an actor; for, though He retjred first to Islington ; but 

much inferior to our first-rate dra* being there not so near his friends 

mattsts, he was at the same time as he wished, he returned to the 

as greatly superior to many whose lodgings he had formerly occupied 

pieces have even met with success, in Tatistock Street, where, after a 

•Good sense, correctne'ss, and sen- lingering illness, he died the 20th 

sibility, ran through his writings ; of February 1 778, at the age of 

and though he did not as'tonisli us 68 years, and was buried in Covent 

with the sublime flashes of a Shak- Garden churchyard, under a stone, 

speare, or touch our hearts with with the following epitaph, writ- 

the tender sensations of an Otway, ten by Mr. Garrick, as " A Tri- 

yet he neither started out into the bute to the Memory of aCharac* 

puerile bombast of a Banks, nor ter he long knew and respected: 
' sunk into the unimpassioned prosai- « ^n honcsr man 's the noblest 

cal coldness of a Trapp. In a word, work of God/ 

the sensible lesson of the medio tU" Ha^ri from sorrow rests bene-dth this 

/»ji9?zu,r »^ seemed to be the rule ^ ^ sttone; 

•of Mr. Havard's conduct, both on ^" knowT'' ^ " »«» " 

the stage and in the study; and, Howe'cr defective in the mimic art, 

indeed, he appeared to have suffi- in real life he justly play'd his part! 

ciently availed himself of an adhe- The noblest character he acted well, 

rence to this maxim ; the silent And Hcav'n applauded— when the cur- 
attention constantly paid to his tarn fell. 

performance in the theatre avouch- Previous to Mr. Havard*s bene- 

ing the truth of it on the one hand ; fit, in 1 752, the celebrated Henry 

and the success his dramatic pieces. Fielding inserted the following eu- 

especiallyoneofthem,metwithon logium on him, in The Covent 

their representation, evincing it on Garden Journal, No. 28 : 
the other. The names of his plays, " Mr. Havard is the successor 

which are four in number, are as *' of the first Mn Mills, in most of 

-follow: " his parts on the stage, and he 

1. Scanderbeg. T. 8vo. 1733. " no less resembles the character 

2. King Charles the Brst. H.T. " of Mr. Mills in his life, being a 
8vo. 1737. *' sober, worthy, honest man. 

3. Re^ulus. T. Svo. 1744. ''The good judgment of the 

4. T/ie Elopement. F. 1763. *' managers shows itself therefore 
N. P. *' in their disposition of those parts 

Mr. Havard was moreover, in " to Mr. Havard's share, where 

his pfivate character, extremely " all the amiable qualities of hu- 

amiable; being polite, humane, and " man nature are to be displayed; 

friendly. In a word, he was ge- '' since he who exerts these qua- 

nerally esteemed and beloved by «• lities in private life is the most 

all who knew him. He continued " likely to represent them well on 

on the stage until the year 1769; " the stage j such are Horatio;, 

when, fijading the infirmities of *' the Friar, in Jlomeo and Juliet^ 
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" Ice. Mr. Havard says, Mr. Gar- The Country fFMing and Sktm^ 

•* rick always acts the part of my minglon, T.C.F.¥,0. dvo. 1729. 

'' Irieod, and whether on the stage After w.irds called 

«* or off I never desire a better. The Wed^ng, 

** Characters of this kind (as Hawkesworth^ , a gen- 

'' well the real as the personated) tleman of Trinity College, (^m- 

<' seldom strike us in a very glar- bridge, is the reputed author of a 

'* ing light, or carry otiT any loud Latin play, acted before King 

^' applause on the theatre or in the James, and called 

'' world $ but in both cases tliey Labyrinlhus, C. 1 2100. 14S36. 

** never fail to please the good and Hawkbsworth, John, LL.D* 

*' truly judicious ; and in both This gentleman was born 10 Che 

** cases there must be great merit year 17 16. Early 10 life he was 

V to preserve such a character, and clerk to an attorney. He was like* 

*' to support it well throughout, wise of the sect of Presbyterians, 

" I have heard it further said of andaroemberofthecel6bratedToni 

*' Mr. Havard, that no man feels Bradbury^a noeeting, from which 

'' an obligation wiih more warmth, he was. expelled for some irregcH 

" while none can be loss suscep- larities. He afterwards devoted his 

^* tible of any little injury done to attention to literature, and becane 

*' his theatrical abilities. Here an author of considerable esiiiieBfle. 

'^ another parallel may be drawn In 1746, 7, 8, and 0, be was a 

^' between this amiable kind of poetical contributor to The Gentle^ 

*' character in life, and on the marCs Magazine, under the ficti- 

*' stage. In both it is often op- tious name of Gr<vi//e. We must 

*' pressed by the forward, the in- ^Iso mention his trattslation of Te^ 

f' solent, and the worthless. I am lemachus, 4to. and his novel q{ Al* 

*' afraid Mr. Havard hath expe- moron and Hamet, He likewise 

*' rienced some such treatment, in distinguilihed himself ^s editor and 

*' having his benefit so long post- <;hief writer of a series d penodi<» 

^^ poned 5 since, except Mr. Grar- cal essays, under the title of The 

^' rick, I do not know that he Adventurer. His degree of LL.D. 

f' hath any superior in tragedy, at was given hitii, honoris graiia, by 

*' that bouse. Archbishop Herring. He would 

'f However my readers may have practised in the commons f 

^' agree with me in this, there but that was opposed by the ani- 

*' are few, I am convinced, who versity doctors. The story of his 

^' will not think it a great addi- Almoran and Hamet has beea 

tion to their entertainment, on brotight on the stage by Mr. Pratt, 

Saturday next, to reflect that in his Fair Circassian, Dr. H. 

♦'they are contributory to the originally wrote it in 1756, as- a 

^* ease and to the happiness of a drama in three acts j which Mr. 

sensible, modest, and good-na- Garrick would have brought on 

tured man -, and of that family the stage, had he not been afraid of 

*' of which he is the worthy the expense of decorations, trans- 

f master.*' formations, &c. having just kist 

Haw KES, Essex. This author 4000L by The Chinese Festival, In 

was a performer at the Theatre in the early part of his life, Hawkes- 

Lincoln's Inn Fields^ and produced worth's circumstances were rather 

one piece^ called Cpp^n^d. He resided 9Qnve time 
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at Bromley, ia Kent, where liis 
wife kept a boarding>school, which 
they relinquished in order to ac- 
commodate two women of for- 
tune who came to reside with 
them. He afterwards became 
known to a lady who had great 
property and interest in the East 
India company, and through her 
means was chosen a director of 
that body. When the design of 
compiling a narrative of the dis- 
coveries in the South Seas was 
suggested, he was recommended 
as a proper person to be employr 
ed on the occasion. This task he 
. executed, and is said to have re- 
ceived for it the enormous sum of 
6000/. H is work, however, though 
written with elegance, whether 
through want of accuracy in the 
narrative, or from some notions 
which were propagated in it of 
an heterodox cast, or on account 
of particular occurrences too lux- 
uriantly described, did not afiford- 
tbat complete satisfaction which 
was expected from it. In conse- 
quence of his situation as an East 
India director, and of his connex- 
ion with the Admiralty while 
writing the above work, it has 
been suggested that he injured his 
health by too freely indulging in 
the pleasures of the table, which 
brought on a fever, of which he 
died at a friend's house in Lime 
Street, Nov. 17, 1773. He is 
the author of, 

1. Jmphytrion. C. altered, 
8vo. 1756. 

2. Oroonoko, T. altered, Svo. 

17^9- 

3. Zimri. Orat. 4to. 176O. 

4. Edgar and Emmeline, Fairy 
Tale. Svo. 1761. 

5. The Fall of Egypt, Orat 
4tOi 1774. 

Hawkins, Wilhiam. An.au- 
dior of thel7th century, who was 
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master of Hadleigh school, and 
while in that capacity wrote for 
the use of his scholars one piece^ 
called, 

Apollo shroving^ C. Svo. 1637* 

He also published, " Corolla 

" varia contexta per GuiL Hau- 

" kinum scholarcbam Ha^leia- 

num in agro Suffblcienci. Can- 

tabr. ap. Tho. Buck." 1634. 

12mo. 

Hawkins, William. This 
gentleman was son to the cele- 
brated Serjeant Hawkins, whose 
excellent treatise on the crown 
law is in great estimation among 
the professors of that branch of 
jurisprudence. He received hia 
education at the university of 
Oxford, where he was sometime 
fellow of Pembroke College, an(jl 
took the degree of master of arts 
April 10, 1744. On the resigna- 
tion of the poetry professorship by 
Dr. Lowth, he succeeded him 
June 6, 1751. Besides his dra- 
matic works, he is the author of 
several other performances, par- 
ticularly 3 vols, of Miscellanies, 
Svo. 17^83 a translation in blank 
verse of part of the jEneid of 
Virgil ; Sermons ; and Poems on 
various Subf eels, 12nio. 17S2. He 
was rector of Little Casterton in 
Rutlandshire ; and at the time of 
his death, in July ISOl, vicar of 
Whitechurch, Dorsetshire, His 
plays are, 

1. Henry and Rosamond. T. 
Svo. 1749 J Svo. 1758, 

2. The Siege of Aleppo, T. Svo. 
1758. 

3. Cymbeline. T. Svo. 1759. 

The last" of these is only an al- 
teration of a tragedy of the im- 
mortal Shakspeare ; in which 
indeed it were to be wished that 
he had eithc^r fixed on the story 
only, and made the conduct and 
language of it entirely his owo« 
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or else that be had taken sorne- 
vfhsit less liberty with bis original; 
since, as it now stands, there ap« 
pears too great a dissimilarity be- 
tween the difierent parts of it, to 
render it pleasing, either as the 
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The EnUsted Shepherds. A ^s- 
toral Drama. Written in 1790. 

Hawi,ino, Fkakcis. Of this 
author's dramatic works no speci- 
men remains, nor have we been 
able to collect any circumstances 



work of Shakspeare or of Mr. -concerning him. In the year 



Hawkins. 

The other pieces, which may 
more properly be called his own, 
are far from wantine nperit. 

In his Essay on Genius, he has 
thus drawn his own diaracter : 



<« 



For me, bowe'er I covet lastinj^ 

fiime, 
** And pant with lon^n^ for a poet's 

name, 
^ Yet, jet my soul Confess a nobler 

aim! 
** Give me, kind Heav'n, still higher 

points to reach i 
^* Give me to practise what 1 strive to 

teach; 
** My standing rules of daily conduct be 
'* Faith, honour, justice, candour, 

charity ; 
** Careless of false reproach, or vain 

applause, 
•* Be worth my eulogy, and truth ray 

cause. 
*.* O may I wield an independent pen, 
'* A friend to virtue — not a tool to men ; 
** Jn perseverance placing all my glory; 
*• While Tories, Whigs, and all men 

call me Tory ! 
** Warm in my breast may patriot pas- 
sion glow, 
** Righteous resentment of my country's 

woe; 
*< With voice and heart for ever may I 

stand 
*' 'Gainst vermin that devour my native 

land; 
*' And in one wish my wishes centred 

be, 
** That I may live to hail my country 

free." 

Hawkins, W. Of this person 
we know no more than that he 
was a frequent contributor to the 
amusements of Vauxhall, and 
published in 1786> 12mo. a small 
collection of Poems, chi^y Pas* 
ioralj in which was included 



1751 he published the first part 
of A Miscellany of ortginal 
Poenis j and in the pre^Ke men- 
tioned an intention of producing 
another collection^ in which were 
to be contained, 

1. Seventeen Hundred and 
Twenty, or. The, Historic, Satiric, 
Tragi^Comic Humours of Ex* 
efiange- Alley. 1723. 

2. The Indian Emperor i or. 
The Conquest of Peru by the Spa- 
niards. T. 1728. 

This proposed publication, ve 
believe, never appeared. 

InMears's Catalogue^ 1726, two 
other pieces by him are mention- 
ed, viz. 

3. The Impertinent Lovers. C* 

4. // should have come soomer. 
Farce. 

Hayes, Samuel, was bom in 
^7^» and educated at Westmin- 
ster scliool, to which he was ad- 
mitted in 1763. He afterwards 
in \J67 removed to Trinity Col- 
lege* Cambridge, of which he 
became Fellow. In 1770 he was 
chosen one of the ushers of West- 
minster school, but resigned this 
situation a short time before his 
death, which happened about 
1 ygs. He obtained the prizes for 
several of the poems directed by 
Mr. Seaton's will ; and while at 
school, in conjunction with Ro- 
bert Carr, wrote one piece, called 

Eugenia. T. 8vo. 1766. 

Hayley> Geokgb, was author 
of 

The Chocolate Makers. lotSvow 

X759. 
HkHhi^Y, William. This gen« 
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tlemaA was born at Chichester in 
October 17455 his father being 
Thomas (the only son of Thomas 
Hay ley. Dean of Chichester), 
and his mother Mary, daughter 
of Colonel Yates, M. P. for that 
city. He lost his fetlier before 
he had reached his third year, 
and Was therefore indebted to his 
mother for the rudiments of edu- 
cation. 

Our poet was sent early to 
Kingston school, where he suf- 
fered from an epidemical fever 3 
on bis recovery, and after years 
of illness and decrepitude, he had 
a domestic tutor, who prepared 
him for £ton $ on leaving which 
school he was entered of Trinity 
Hall, Cambridge; and while 
there printed the first poem 
known to have been written by 
him : this was an Ode presented 
to His Majesty on the Birth of the 
Prince of' Wales ^ and inserted in 
the Cambridge Collection ; but it 
may also be found in The Gentle" 
,man*s Magazine, vol. xxxiii. p. 
39* On quitting the university 
he passed some months in Scot- 
land ', and, in 176Q, married Eli- 
zabeth, daughter of the Rev. Tho. 
^ Ballj Dean of Chichester ; which 
lady died Nov. 8, 1797* having 
published a translation of the 
Marchioness Lambert*$ Essaj/s on 
Friendship and Old jige, Svo. 
1780$ which is executed with 
great spirit and fidelity -, she also 
|>ublished The Triumph of Ac- 
qwnntance over Friendship, an Es' 
say for the Times, 12mo. 1796. 
After residing a few years in 

London, he settled, in 1 77*4* at 
Eartham, iri his native county, 
where he still continues to reside. 
In J 778, Mr, Hay ley produ- 
ced, without bis name, A Poetical 
Epktlfi to an eminent Painter (Mr. 
Boouiey)} in 1779* ^9- Epistle 



to Admiral Keppel, 4to. and An 
Elegy on the Ancient Greek Model, 
4to. [Neither of the two last- 
mentioned pieces, however, are 
included in the collected edition 
of his works.] In 178O he gave 
the public An Epistle to a Friend 
on the Death of John Thornton, 
Esq, 4to. ; and An Essay on His^ 
tory, in Three Epistles to Edward 
Gibbon, Esq, 4to. In 178I, An 
Ode inscribed to John Howard, 
Esq, 4to. J and The Triumplis of 
Temper, an admirable poem in 
six cantos, 4to. In 1782, An Es^ 
say on Epic Poetry, in five Epis- 
ties to the Rev. Mr. Mason, 4to. 

Mr. Hayley has since given to 
the world a very amusing work, 
entitled An Mssay on Old Maids -, a 
novel called The Young Widow ^ 
An Elegy on Sir William Jones ; 
a Life of Milton ; Memoirs of ' 
William Cotvper, Esq. ; &c. &c.j 
but his claim to notice in the pre- 
sent work is founded on the fol- 
lowing dramatic productions : 

1 . Happy Prescription, C 4to. 
1784. 

2. LordRusseL T. 4to. 1784. 

3. Marcella, T. 4to. 1784. 

4. The Mausoleum, C. 4to. 
1784. 

5. The Two Connoisseurs. C. 
4to. 1784. 

6. Eudora. T. 1790. N. P. 
The works of Mr. Hayley are 

calculated to impress the most fa- 
vourable opinion of him as a 
man 5 and, if we are not misin- 
formed, his manners are in perfect 
unison with the sentiments that 
his writings inculcate. 

Haywood, Mrs. Eliza. This 
lady was perhaps the most volu- 
minous female writer this king- 
dom ever produced. Her genius 
lay chiefly in the novel depart- 
ment of writing. In the early part 
of her life her natural YivacitY* 
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tier s«i*8 constitutional fondness 
for gallantry, and the passion 
which then prevailed in the pub- 
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whatever liberty she might at ^nl 
give to her pen, to the ofl&oct 
either of morality or delicacy, she 



lie taste for personal scandal, and seemed to be soon convinced of 



diving into the intrigues of the 
great, guided her pen to works in 
which a scope was given for great 
licentiousness. The celebrated 
Atalantis of Mrs. Manley served 



her error, and detcFmined not 
only to reform, but'eYen aton» 
for it y since^ in the numerooi 
volumes which she gave to the 
world towards the l;«tter part of 



her for a model, and The Court of her life, no author has appeared 
Caramania, The Netv Utopia, and more the votary of virtue, nor are 



some other pieces of a like nature, 
were the copies her genius pro- 
duced. Whether the looseness of 
the pieces themselves, or some 
more private reasons, provoked 
tlje resentment of Mr. Pope against 
her, we cannot pretend to deter- 
mine ', but certain it is, that that 
great poet has taken some pains 
to perpetuate her name to immor- 
tal infamy ; having, in his Dun- 
eiad, proposed her as one of the 
prizes to be run for in the games 
instituted in honour of the inau- 
guration of the monarch of Dul- 
ness. To this, however, we own 
we cannot readily subscribe ; for, 
although we should be far from 
vindicating the libertinism of her 
subjects, or the exposing with ag- 
gravation to the public the private 
errors of individuals, yet we think 
it cannot be denied that there is 
great spirit and ingenuity in Mrs. 
Haywood's manner of treating 



there any novels in which a sHicter 
purity, or a greater delicacy of 
sentiment, has been preserved. It 
may not, perhaps, be uoaccq[)tabIe 
in this place to point oar what 
these latter works were, as they 
are very voluminous, and are not 
perfectly known to every ont. 
They may, therefore^ though 
somewhat foreign to the purport 
of this work, be fi^und in the 
following list, viz* 

The Feinalc Spectator, 4 vols. 

Epistles for the Ladies, 2 vols. 

Fortunate Foundling, 1 vol. 

^ventures of Nature, 1 vol. 

History of Betsy Thoughtless, 
4 vols. 

Jenny and Jemmy Jessamy, S- 
vols. 

Invisible Spy, 2 vols. 

Husband and Wife, 2 vols. 
and a pamphlet, entitled, 

A Present for a Servant Maid, 
When young she dabbled in dra- 



•ubjects, which the friends of malic poetry -, but with no great 
virtue may peihaps wish she had success ', none of her plays either 



nev^T entered on at all ; and that 
in those of her novels where per- 
sonal character has not been ad- 
mitted to take place, and where 
the stories have been of her own 
creation, such as her Love in Ex- 
cess, Fruitless Rmjuinj, &c. she 
l^as given proofs of great inven- 
tive powers, and a perfect know- 
ledge of the affections of the hu- 
man heart. And thus much must 
'bt granted in her favour, that 



meeting with much approbation 
at the iirst, or having been ad- 
mitted to repetition since. Their 
titles are as follow : 

1. Fair Captive, T. 8vo. 1721. 

2. Wife to be let. C. 8vo. 
1724. 

3. Frederick Duke ofBmnsunck 
Lunenburgh, T. 8vo. 1 729. 

4. Opera of Operas (joined 
with Mr. Hatchett). 8vo. 1733. 

^he had also au inclinatioa for 
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the theatre as a performer, and 
was on the stage at Dublin in the 
year 17 15. She likewise acted a 
principal part in her own comedy 
of the IFife to be let ; and ber 
name stands in the dram. pers. of a 
tragedy, entitled. The Rival Fa" 
tker, written by Mr. Hatchett, a 
gentleman with whom she ap- 
pears to have had a close literary 
intimacy. 

As to the circumstances of Mrs. 
Haywood's life, very little light 
seems to appear -, for, though the 
-world was incfinable, probably in- 
duced by the general tenour of 
her earlier writings, to affix on 
her the character of a lady of 
gallantry, yet we have never heard 
of any particular intrigues or con- 
nexions directly laid to her charge $ 
and have been credibly informed 
that, from a supposition of some 
improper liberties being taken 
with her character after death, by 
the intermixture of truth and 
falsehood with her history, she 
laid a solemn injunction on a per- 
son who was well acquainted 
with all the particulars of it, not 
to communicate to any one the 
least cir<:umstance relating to her. 
All we have been able to learn is, 
that her father was in the mer- 
cantile way I that she ^as born 
at London ; and that at the time 
of her death, which w^ on the 
25th February 1756, she was 
about sixty-three years of age. 

With respect to her genius and 
abilities, her works, Vhich are 
very numerous, must s^and in evi- 
dence : as to her personal charac- 
ter, we learn, that she was good- 
natured, affable, iivelir, and enter- 
taining ; and that, wjiatever errors 
she might in any respect have run 
into in ber youthfuldays, she was, 
in more mature age, remarkable 
for the roost rigi)^ and scrupulous 

^^L. J. ' 



decorum, delicacy, and prudence, 
both with respect to her conduct 
and conversation. 

Hazard, Joseph. This gen- 
tlenjan was son of a person whose 
name was known over the greater 
part of the kingdom, as one of 
the favourite retailers of chances 
in our state-lotteries. He was 
educated at Lincoln College, Jn 
Oxford, and, when a mere boy, 
produced one drama, entitled 

Redowald. M. Printed by sub- 
scriptfon at Chelmsford, l2mo« 
1^67. 

H£AD, Richard. This author 
was the son of a minister in Ire- 
land, who being murdered, among 
many thousands more, in the 
dreadful massacre in that king- 
dom in 1641, Mrs. Head, with 
this son, then but youngs came 
over to England \ where, having 
been trained up in learning, he 
was sent, through the friendship 
of some persons who had had a 
regard for his father, to Oxford, 
and completed his 'studies in the 
very same college that his father 
had formerly belonged to. His 
circumstances, however, being ' 
mean, he was taken away from 
the university before he bad got 
any degree, and was bound ap- 
prentice to a bookseller, and 
when out of his time married, 
and set up for himself; but hav- 
ing a strong propensity to two 
pernicious passions, viz. poetry 
and gaming, the one of which is 
for the most part unpro5table, 
and the other almost always de- 
structive, he quickly ruined his 
circumstances, and was obliged to 
retire for a time to Ireland. Here 
he wrote his only dramatic piece, 
which was entitled 

Hie et ubique, C. 4to. l663$ 

By this piece he acquired very 
great reputation and som« islova.^ \ 
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bn vbicb be returned to England, 
reprinted his comedy, and dedi- 
cated it to the Duke of Mon- 
mouth 3 but, meeting with no en- 
couragement, be once more had 
recourse to bis trade of booksell- 
ing. But, no sooner bad be a 
little recovered himself, than be 
dgaiu lent an ear to the syren al- 
lurements of pleasure and poetry, 
in the latter of which be seems 
never to have made any great 
proficiency. He failed a second 
time in the world 3 on which be 
had again recourse to his pen for 
support^ and wrote several dif- 
ferent pieces, particularly the first 
part of The English Rogue; in 
which, however, he bad given 
floope to so much licentiousness, 
that be could not get an impri" 
matur granted to it, till he had 
expunged some of the loosest 
descriptions from it. To this first 
part three more were afterwards 
added by Mr. Head, in conjunc-^ 
tion with Mr. Francis Kirkman, 
who had also been his partner in 
trade. 

The business of an author, how- 
ever, and its emoluments, being 
very precarious, it appears from 
Winstanley, who was personally 
acquainted with htm, that he af- 
terwards met with a great many 
crosses and afflictions, and was at 
last cast away at sea as he was 
going to the Isle of Wight, in the 
year 1678. 

Heard, William, was the 
son of a bookseller who lived in 
Piccadilly 3 and wrote two drama- 
tic pieces, called, 

1. The Snuff-Box ; or, A Trip 
to Bath. C/svo. 1775. 

2. Valentine's Day, M. D. 
8vo. 1776. 

Mr. Heard was bred to the 
medical profession, and was au- 
thor of several poen(is« He. died 
tit the early age of thitty*{QMC| on 



the shores of Africa. Hiiwidowbe^ 
longed to the Drur}' Lane compapy 
many years, and latterly perforni- 
ed the characters of old women. 
She died about the year 1709. A 
daughter of theirs was brought 
up to the stage at Drury Laos 
from her infancy 5 her first cha-. 
racters having been the Duke of 
York (Richard IIL), Page (Or- 
phanj, &c. At the Hay market 
Theatre she first . attempted cha- 
racters of more importance, and 
met with some approbatipn in 
both the hoyden and sentimental 
line. She was always a usefiil 
actress^ being a ready substitute 
in case of indisposition or absence. 
Having been dismissed/rom Drury 
Lane in 1801, Miss Heard joined 
Mr. Kemble*s company at New- 
castle. 

Heabtwbll, Henht. a gen- 
tleman of property^ who has 
amused the public by the produc- 
tion of two dramatic pieces; of 
which, however, the last-men- 
tioned is only an aheration (though 
a very material ope) of the former, 
to adapt it for representation at 
the Haymarket theatre 5 in which 
process be received assistance from 
the taste and judgment of Mr, 
Colman. 

.1. The Prisoner. CO. 8VO.1799. 

2. The Castle of Sorrento. CO. 
8vo. 1799. 

Hemingb, William, was son 
of John ileminge^ the famoos 
player, who was contemporary 
with Sbnkspeare, and whose name 
we find, together with that of 
Condell, signed to the DedicauoD, 
and Address to the Reader, pre- 
fixed to the fulio edition of that 
author's works.' He was bora in 
Aldermanbury,. London ; bap- 
tized October 3, 1602; and re- 
ceived his education at Christ 
Church College, in Oxford^ whers 
Yi^ ^^ ^\)N.^\^^ ^ ^ student in tilt 
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year 1621, and in ]62S toek his inent in the last year of King 
ilegree of Master of Arts. In William, and continued in tbaf 

March 1632-3 he produced a co- asscn^bjy until his death. Being 

medy, not printed, called, on all occasions a zealous ass«rter 

1. The Coursing of the Hare; of liberty, he was the mover of 

or. The Madcap. the address for pronYOting Mr. 

And the following, which have Hoad]y, and occasionally assisted 

appeared in print : ip some Whig publications. He 

2'. The Filial fiontr act, T. 4to. affected a low simplicity in his 

1653. writings, and was remarkably 

3. The Jews* Tragedy. 4to. happy in touching the manners 

1662. and pas9ion.«. He died much la- 

^ 4. The Eunuch. T. 4lo. 1687. rented in August 1 71 1. Amongst 

(N. B. This is only the title by other performances, he is said by 

which the second- mentioned play the writer of his life tp have al- 

was revived in the year I6S7.) most finished / 

Henderson, Andbbw. A Alexander. Opera, set to mu- 
Scotchman, who once kept a sic by Purcell. N. P. 
bookseller's shop* in Westminster Henry, John, was some time 
Hall. In the title-pages of his ago manager of the theatre in Phi- 
performances, which are very nu- ladelphia. He appeared on the 
merous, he styles himself A. M. stage at Drury Lane, in Oct. 177.9* 
He published a History of the ^s Otliello, but soon quitted the 
Scotch Rebellion, and one dra- kingdom. He was author of 
xnatic piece, called A School for Soldiers ; pr. The 

Arsinoe. T.Svo.N.jy. {^1752.1 Deserter. D. P. 8vo. 1783j 

Henley, Anthony, father of Printed at Kingston in Jamaica. 
.Lord Chancellor Islorthington, Herbert, Mary, Countess 
was bred at Oxford, where he op Pembroke. This noble fe- 
distinguished himself by an early male adithor was wife of Henry 
taste for polite literature, and an Earl of Pembroke, and lived in the 
mtimate acquaintance with the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and 
ancient poets ; which naturally King James I. She was also the 
exciting a congenial spirit, he sister of the famous Sir Philip Syd<» 
became no inconsiderable writer, ney, to whom that great genius 
Possessed of an ample fortune, and dedicated his well-known ro- 
in high favour at the court of ma nee called the Arcadia, and 
King William, he lived in the from whom it has been almost 
greatest familiarity with those of constantly named the Countess of 
the first rank for quality and wit 5 Pembroke's Arcadia. This cir^- 
but at that time seems 10 have curastance was of itself sufficient 
avoided interfering in politics, to have entailed immortality on 
He had something of the charac- her memory; but her merits stood 
ter of Tibullus, and, except his in need of no derived honour, 
extravagance, possessed all his being in themselves entitled to 
other qualities 5 his indolence, his the highest praise and commenda- 
gallantry, his wit, his humanity, tion. She was not only a lover of 
his generosity, his learning, his the Muses, but also a great en- 
taste for letters. He consented to courager of polite literature j a 
f>e chosen a member 'of parlia- quality not very fceo^^xix!^ \s>!^ 

\1 
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With among the fair. And, not ^' vantage than what he recei?e4 

contented with affording her sane- '' from the partial benerolenoe of 

tion to those talents in others, she ** fortune in making him a man; 

was careful to cultivate thero, and *' which yet she did, in some 

set an example of the use of them, ** judgments, recompense in 

in her own person. In the dra- ** t>eaoty, her pen being nothing 

matic Mray, on which account she *' short of his, as I am ready to 

is entitled to a place here, she " attest, so fkr as so inferior a 

iranslated one piece from the ** reason may be taken, hsmng 

French, called '' seen incomparable letters of 

Jmionie. T. 12mo. and 4to. '« hers. Bat> lest I should seen^ 

1595. '* to trespass upon tmtb, which 

Coxeter says, that, with the as- ** few do unsubomed (as I prolest 

sistanceof her lord's chaplain, Dr. *^ lam, unless by her rhetoric), 

Gervase Babington, afterwards bi- ** I shall leave the world iK^-epi- 

shop of Exeter, she made an exact " taph, in which th< author doth 

translation of the Psalfns of David '* mani&st himself a poet in all 

into English metre. He, how« '' things but untroth." 

ever, makes a query as to their Undemeiuh this sable heane 

being ever printed; but Wood Ues the subgect of all verse ; 

(Athen, Oxon, vol. i. p. 184) as- Sydney's sister, Peinbn>ke*s mother. 

cribes such a translation to her Death! ere thou kiirst such another, 

broU«r Sir Philip Sydney. ^ S^Jh Aw ']£["« ^^!"' 

mforros us that it is m MS. m the Marble pHcs let no man raise 

Itbrary of the Earl of Pembroke at To her fame,— for after-days 

Wilton, curiously bound in a Some kind woman, bom as sht, 

crimson velvet cover, left thereto Sf^j'^S **»»»» **« Nk>bc, 

bv this laHv ^^^^ '**™ •^•^« *"** become 

ny tnis may. ^^^ ^ mourner, and her tomb. 

Some Psalms by her are, liow- 
cver, printed in Mr. Harrington's Hbrbbbt, , a performer 

Nvgce Antiqute, 3 vols, 12mo. on the Dublin stage, and who on 

1^79* the 11th of Qcl^ber 1804, made 

In what year she was bom we his appearance at Covent Garden 
have not been able to trace ; but theatre. To him is ascribed, 
she was married in ISJQ. She though not without soooe doubt, 
died at her house in Aldersgate Tryal's AIL Com, 1802. 
Street, London, Sept. 25, 1021, We have heard, thai J|ierbert ir 
and lies buried in the cathedral only the stage name of this gen- 
church of Salisbury, among the tleroan, and that hb real name is 
graves of the Pembroke family. Bowling, 

We cannot close our account of Hbbok, Robbbt, was born io 

this roost excellent lady better Dumfries-shire about the jtxc 

than by transcribing the character 176O. After the usual routine of 

given of her by Francis Osborn, parochial education, he came to 

in his Memoirs of the Reign of Edinburgh, and by his assidaiqr. 

King James, paragraph 24. as a private teacher, was not only 

" She was (says he) that sister enabled to become a preacher, 

** of Sir Philip Sydney to whom but ako went through a course 

*^ he addressed his Arcadia, and of the medical classes. Being a 

'' of whom he bad no other ad« man of prooodsiiqE di)iliUe9ift be 
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xjras patronized by Dr. Blair> who among men of literary genius^ 
appointed bim his assistant, in unhappily too common, though 
which capacity he officiated for not the less to be deplored. Mr, 
some time. He was a man of Heron published, in the dramatic 
multifarious erudition $ and du- way, 

ring his residence in Scotland was i, St, Kilda ia Edinhurgk. M. 
a good deal employed by the F. Svo. 1798. 
booksellers in Edinburgh, chiefly 2. Pixarro, T. 8vo. I799. 
as a translator. Besides the yira" Hbavey^ John Lord. This 
Bian Tales, being a continuation nobleman wns the second son of 
of The Arabian Nighis Entertain-> John, the flrst Earl of Bristol, 
_ments, he translated Niebuhr's and, on the death of his elder 
Travels through Arahih, tSfci brother, heir to the title ; which. 
Letters between General Dumou" however, he did not enjoy, as he 
rief and Pache; and Garat's JIfe- was survived by his father. He 
moirs of the Revoiutkm. In 1793 was bom October 15, I696, and 
he published Observations made in very early became an attendant 
a 'Journey through 4he Western on the court, being appointed, on 
Counties of Scatlmd, and in 1794 the 7th of November \7\^» gen^ 
began his History of Scotland 1 tleman of the bedchamber to the 
which was afterwards completed Prince of Wales, aflerwards 
in 8 vols. Svo. Mr. Heron also George the Second. In the year 
commenced a popular work, call* 1725 he was chosen member for 
ed The Unwersal Traveller, but St. Edmund's Bury, which place 
did not finish it j and was a con* he continued to represent until he 
siderable contributor to the Nsu} was calied up to the House of 
Encyclopaedia BriUmnka, His Lords. On the 6tb of May 1730, 
views of church preferment not he was aopointed Vice-"Chamber<» 
answering his expectations, he lain of His Majesty's household, 
abandoned his native country, and espousing the cause of the 
and came to London, where his then ministry, of which Sir Ro« 
taieots soon procured him the bert Walpole was at the head, he' 
countenance of some eminent exerted all the force of his pen 
booksellers, as well as the friend- and his eloquence in support of, 
ship cS literary men. He was the measures of that administra- 
for a short time editor of The tiort. Mr. Walpole says, his 
British Press and Giohe^ daily pa.npblets are equal to any that 
ipapers established by the book« were ever written. On account 
sellers. In I8O6, he commenced of one of them, called Sedition 
a newspaper entitled T^e Fame; and Defamation displayed, he was'^ 
but tlie undertaking did not sue- involved in a duel, the 25th of 
ceed ; and its failure involved him January 17319 with the £ari of 
in pecuniary difficulties, that pro- Bath, tiietiMr. Polteney, in which 
baMy superinduced that fever neither of the parties received any ' 
which on the 13th April I8O7 injury. On the 12th of June 
put an end to his life in the Fever 1733, he was called up to the 
Institution. His fate adds one House of Peers by writ, and on 
snore to the numerous examples the 1st of May 17^0 had the 
id die melancholy consequences- custody of the privy seal delivered 
«f want of prudence^ a defect, to bico. Hi^- csoc^xos^Kii 1^wbi^ 
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flttacbed to the fortune of his friend 
Sir Robert Walpolej and when 
that minister was driven from his 
post, he resigned also his em ploy- 
men t, and opposed the new ad- 
ministration during the short re- 
mainder of his life, which ended 



HEY 

that gentlemaD, and complains o^ 
having been neglected by him. 
He, however, confesses that he had 
misbehaved himself,, and had ven- 
tured some money belonging to his 
father at the groom- porter's, whicli 
had finished, his ruin. He pro- 



August '5, 1743. His Lordship fesses himself also on the point of 
was unluckily engaged in a con- leaving the kingdom with a reso« 
Iroversy with Mr. Pope, who, be- lution of never returning, unless 
sides a very severe letter in prose fortune put it in his power to par- 
printed in his works, and some chase land, and live retired. 
incidental notices, has drawn his Hey, Richard, of the Middle 
character under the name of Sporus, Temple, an author still living, is 
in the Epistle to Dr. Arbutlmot, a doctor of laws, and fellow of 
with all the virulence of an en- . Magdalen College, Cambridge. He 
raged author. Lord Hervey was distinguished himself at the uni- 
particularly remarkable fol the versity by obtaining prizes for 



elegance of his dress. He left 
many manuscripts behind him, 
which have not been yet printed^; 
iuid, amon^ the rest, 

Agrippina, Trag. 

Hewetson, W. B, This gen- 
tleman, who is, we believe, a 
captain in His Majesty's service, 
has produced one dramatic piece, 
called 

Tke Blind Boy. Mel. fir. 8vp. 
1808. 

Hewitt, John, was the au- 
thor of three plays, entitled, 

1. Tke Fair Rivals, T. Svo. 

1729 



three excellent dissertations, on 
Qaming, Duelling, apd Suicide, 
about the years 1783-5. In 1792 
he wrote a very judicious answer 
to Paine's Rights of Man, which 
he demonstrates to be a system of 
d^potism and tyranny : this he 
called Happiness and Rights, In 
1 79^ y he published Edingion, %yo]s. 
12mo. ; but his claim to notice in 
this work is founded on 

The Captive Monarch, T. Svo. 
1704. 

Heylin, Peter. This author 
is .better known for his polemical 
than poetical works. He was bom 



2. Fatal Falsfiood] or, Distressed at Burford, ip Oxfordshire, on the 
Innocence, T. 8vd. N.D. [1734.] 29th of November 1599, and re- 



3. A Tutor for the Beaus ; or, 
Jjove in a Labyrinth, C. Svo. 1737- 

Of this author we do not know 
any particulars with certainty, but 
imagine him to be the same person 
who, in I7'i7f published a Collec- 



ceived his education at the free- 
school of the same town. At the 
age of fourteen he was placed at 
Hart Hall, and two years after be- 
came demy of Magdalen CoUege. 
In October I6J7, he took the dc- 



tion of Miscellanies in prose and gree of B, A. j and in the year fol-: 

verse, at Bristol, under the na:i;e lowing was chosen perpetual fellow 

of John Hewitt. In the dedica- of the said house. He was made 

tion of this volume to James deacon and priest by I)r. Howson, 

Hewitt, Esq. second commissioner Bishop of Oxford, ii^ 1623; and 

for trade to His Imperial Majesty soon after, taking part with great 

>f Russia, the author asserts him- violence in behalf of the claims of 

self tq be |he iegii^o^ate ton of the l^ierarchyj^ h0 bepaqie k^ofi^ 
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to Archbishop Laud^ with whom of nrts, and was admitted to a . 

he remained in high estimation probaiionarv fellowship in that 

during that prelate's life. lo 1631, college, where he gained a supe- 

he was appointed rector of Hem- riority over all his fellow-students 

ingford, in Huntingdonshire, and in disputations at thepublic school, 

prebendaiy of Westminster. The and was (as appears from an ora- 

next year, the King bestowed upon tion written in his praise by David 

him the rich living of Houghton De la Hyde, entitled De Ligno et 

in the Spring, in Durham, which he Fnono) nominated there Rex Regni 

was soon permitted to exchange Faharum, or a kind of Christmas 

for the rectory of Alresford, in Lord. Langbaine and Jacob both 

Hampshire. In 1633, he proceed- say th^t he quitted this college, at 

€d D. D. ; and, in 1638, was pre- which he only passed his younger 

sented to the rectory of South days, for a fellowship in All-Souls 

Warnborough, in Hampshire. On College in the same university, 

the 10th of April 1640, he was But Wood informs us, that, hav- 

chosen clerk of the convocation ing been guilty of several misde* 

for Westminster 5 and, on the com- meanors, such as are peculiar ta 

naencement of the troubles, soon youth, wildness and rakishness, 

began to experience all the hard- which in those days were punished 

ships which those who adhered to with great severity, and into which 

^he royal cause suffered. From probably he ran the more readily 

" this time to the Restoration he from being, in consequence of his 

lived in a continued state of want, father's quitting England, left very 

maintaining himself chiefly by writ-, early to himself, he was obliged, 

ing books. Though so zealous an in order to prevent expulsion, to . 

advocate for the church and crown, resign his fellowship, upon a third 

he never rose higher than to be sub- admonition from the warden and 

dean of Westminster, in which post society of Merton College, on the 

he died May 8, 1662. Iri his youth 4th of April 155S. 
he wrote two Latin plays^ which Soon after this he quitted Eng- 

were never printed, called, land, and, going over to St. Omer's, 

1. Spurius, T. I6l6. entered himself into the society of 

2. Theomachia, C. l6l8. Jesus at that place ; from whence, 
J5eywood, Mrs. Eliza. See after having spent two years in the 

Haywood. study of divinity among the priests, 

Heywood, Jasper, D.D. This he was sent to Diling, in Switzer- 

writer, who flourished In the reign land, where he passed upwards of 

of Queen Elizabeth, was son of the * seventeen years in discussing cer- 

famous poet and epigrammatist of tain points of controversy among 

that name, whom we shall imme- those whom he called heretics ; 

diately have occasion to mention, in which time, on account of his 

He was bom in London in 1^35, distinguished learning, and his ar- 

and in the twelfth year of his age dent zeal for th^ holy mother, he 

was 3ent to the university of Ox- was promoted to the degree of 

ford, and entered a student in doctoi: of divinity and of the four 

Aferton College. Here he re- vows. 

ceived those useful parts of educa- In the year 1581, Pope Gre- 

tiop, grammar and logic j and, in gory XIIL called him away from. 

1^8 J tooK his degree as master D^ing, in o^der to plant him auH 

Y 4 



308 



HEY 



HEY 



head of the first mission of Jesuits 
to England ; in which ofEce, be- 
ing settled in the metropolis of his 
native country, and esteemed as 
provincial of the order in that 
Kingdom, he ran into great luxury 
and magnificence, affecting more 
the exterior show of a grandee than 
the humility of a priest, and sup- 
porting as splendid an equipage as 
pioney could then furnish him 
yith. 

Dr. Fuller, in his Brilish If^ortkies 
(London, p. 2^2)« has run into 
an error with respect to our author, 
telling us that he was executed in 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth. But 
Anth. ii Wood (Jtken.Oxon. vol.i. 
col.- 252) informs us, that he paid 
the great debt to nature at Naples, 
pn the 9tb of January 15QQ -, and 
8ir Richard Baker relates, that he 
was one bf the chief of the seventy 
priests that were taken in 1585; 
and that, when some of them were 
condemned, apd the rest in danger 
of the law. Her Majesty caused 
them all to be shipped away, and 
sent out of England : from whence 
it seems probable, that he went im- 
niediately to Rome, and at length 
settled in the city of Naples, where 
he contracted an intimacy with 
that zealous Catholic John Pitseus, 
by whom he is spoken of with 
great sespect and honour. 

This account seems also con- 
firmed by a copy of verses, pre- 
served by Sir John Harrington, 
which were written by this author 
on his being taken and carried to 
prisoUji and the readiness shown 
by the Earl ot Warwick to afiford 
him reliet ; which last circum- 
stance he hints at in the following 
words : 

.^ — *.*^hanks to that Lord that wills me 
</. For I want all things^ saving hay and 
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During the course of bis studies 
at the university, he translated three 
of those tragedies which are attri- 
buted to Seneca, viz. 

1. Thyestes. T. 12mo.l56l. 

2. Hercules Furens. T. 12mo. 
X56l. 

3. Troas, T. 4to. 1581. 
He has chosen an uncouth sort 
of verse for these translations, vii. 
that of fourteen syllables. Yet be 
has been very correct in the mean- 
ing of his author, where he has 
stuck to the original j and in some 
alterations, which be has professed- 
ly made in the conduct of the ' 
pieces, has shown great judgment 
and ingenuity. 

Heywood^ John. This poet 
was one of the very first dramatic 
writers that our v^land produced : 
'' he drew (as Mr. Warton says) 
" the Bible from the stage ; and 
introdi^ced representations of fa- 
miliar life and popular manners." 
He was born at North Mims, near 
St. Alban*s in Hertfordshire, and 
was educated at Oxford ; but the 
sprightliness of his disposition not 
being well adapted to the seden- 
tary, life of an academician, be 
went back to his native place, 
which being in the neighbourhood 
of the great Sir Thomas More, be 
pfesentiy contracted an totimacy 
with that Maecenas of wit and ge- 
nius, who introduced him to the 
knowledge and patro;iage of the 
Princess M^ry. Heywood*s ready 
wit and aptness for jest and re- 
partee, together wkh the posses- 
sion of great skill both in vocal and 
instrumental milsic, rendered him 
a favourite with Henry VHI. who 
frequently rewardeil him very high- 
ly. On the accession of Edward VI. 
he still continued In favour, though 
the author of Th^ Art qf t>ng^^ 
Poetry-says, it was ** for the mirth 
<' and qnickness of conceit> more 
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*• than anj good learning that was Par able of the Spider and the Fhf, 

" in him.'* When his old patro- and forms a pretty thick' quarto 

ness Queen Mary came to the in old English verse^ and printed 

throne, he stood in higher estima- in the black letter. Our honest 

tion than ever, being admitted in- chronicler Holinshed describes this 

to the most intimate conversation poem in the following words : 

with her, on account of his happy " One also hath made a booke of 

talent of telling diverting stories, *' the Spider and the Flie, wherein 

which he did to amuse her painful ''he dealeth so profoundlie, and 

hours, even when she was languish- " beyond all measure of skill, that 

ing on her death-bed. " neither he himselfe that made 

At the decease of that Princess, " it, neither anie one that readeth 

however, being a bigoied Roman '* it. Can reach unto the meaning 

Catholic, perceiving that the Pro- " thereof." Description of Eng^ 

testant interest was likely to pre- land, p. 229. By way of frontis- 

vall under the patronage of her piece to this book is a wooden 

successor Queen Elizabeth, and print of the author at full length, 

perhaps apprehensive that some of and most probably in the habit he 

the severities^ which had been usually wore ; for he is dressed in 

practised on the Protestants in the a far gown, somewiiat resembling 

preceding reign, might be reta- that of a master of arts, excepting 

jiated on those of a contrary per- that the bottom of the sleeves 

suasion in the ensuing one^ and reaches no lower than his knees, 

more especially on tne peculiar He has a round cap on his head, 

favourites of Queen Mary, he andadagger hanging to his girdle; 

thought it best, for the security of and his chin and lips are close 

his person, and the preservation of shaven. 

his religion, to quit the kingdom. His other works are, a dialogue 

Thus throwing himself into a vo- composed of all the proverbs in 

luntary exile, he settled at Mechlin the English language \ and three 

in Brabant, where he died in 1505, quarto pamphlets, containing six 

leaving several children behind hundred epigrams. None of his 

him, to all of whom he had given dramatic works, which are six In 

liberal educations. Among the rest number, have extended beyond the 

was Jasper, some account of whom limits of an interlude. The titles 

we gave in the last article. of them are as follow : 

From what has been said above, 1. A Play between Johan the 

his character in private life may Husband, Tyb the Wife, and Sir 

be gathered to have been that of Johan th£ Priest, 4to. 1533. 
a sprightly, humorous, and enter- 2. A mery Play between the Porn 

taining companion. As a poet, he doner and the Frere, the Curate and 

was held in no inconsiderable Neybour Pratte, 4to. 1533. 
esteem by his contemporaries, 3. The Play cailed the Fowr Fs» 

though none of his writings ex- A newe and a vtry mery Interlude 

tended to any great length, but of a Palmer, a Pardoner, a P^tg* 

seem, like his conversation, to cary, a Pedlar. 4to. N. D. In 

have been the result of little sud- Dodsley*s Collection. 
den 8aUie$ of mirth and humour. 4. A Play of Lmje. Int. A^ 

Vfis longest work is entitled A 1533. 
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5. A Phy (ifihe IFether, called 
ji new and a very mery Interlude of 
If^eihers. 4to. 1533. 

6. A Play of GenfUness and iVb- 
hlitie. lul. 4to. IhD. [about 
1535.] 

Phillips and Winstar-ley have at- 
tributed two other pieces to biro, 
viz. 

Tlie Pindar of JFahefield. 
Pkilotus, Scotch. 
But Langbaine rejects their autho- 
rity, and with very good reason. 

The following story is related of 
our author by Puttenham C^rt of 
English Poesie, p. 230, ed. 1589) : 
*' Some speech may be, when 
'* it is spoken, very undecent, yet 
•' the sanne, having something add- 
** ed to it, may become prety, and 
*f decent, as ■ hapned on a 

** time at the Duke of Northum- 
*' berlandes bourd, where merry 
** John Heywood was allowed to 
*' sit at the table's end. The Duke 
** had a very noble and honourable 
•* mynde alwayes to pay his debts 
'* well ; and when he lacked mo- 
*' ney, would not sticke to sell the 
** greatest part of his plate : so he 
^f had done a few dayes before. 
^' Heywood, being loth to call for 
«* his drink so oft as he was dry, 
•' turned his eye towards the cup- 
** board, and said, ' I find great 
*' misse of your Grace's standing 
.«' cups.* The Duke, thinking he. 
*' had spoken it of some know- 
^' ledge tliat his plate was lately 
** sold, said somewhat sharply, 
*f ' Why, Sir, will not (hose cuppes 
*' serve as good a man as your- 
*'6elfe?* Heywood readily replied, 
■f* 'Yes, if it please your Grace 3 
.«'.t>ut I woitld have one of them 
*' stand still at my elbow, full of 
'* drinke, that I might not be 
/'driven to trouble your man so 
" often to call for it.' This plea- 
'•^ sant and speedy reverse of the 



'' former wordes holpe all the 
'^ matter againe j wheretipon the 
** Duke became y&f pleasaunt, 
'* and dranke a boUe of wine to 
^< Heywood, and bid a cuppe 
'* should alwayes be slandiiig by 
" him." 

We do not find any writer who 
ascertains the exact time of John 
Heywood's birth, or his age at the 
time of his death ; but he ocnild 
not have died a young man, as we 
knowbim to have survived the birth 
of bis son Jasper by full thir^ 
years. 

Heywood, Matthew. We 
do not find such a person men- 
tioned by any of the writers bat 
Winstanley, who CLaves of ike 
Poets, p. 97)* after mentioning 
John, Thomas, and Jasper Hey- 
wood, adds, " and, as if the names 
" of Heywood were destinated to 
" the stage, in my time I knew 
'* one Matthew Heywood, who 
** wrote a. comedy, calleii 

** The Changeling, 
** that should have been acted at 
'* Audley End House, but, by I 
<^know not what accident, was 
'* prevented." 

It is difficult to controvert what 
our author thus asserts on his 
knowledge: but Winstanley was 
very liable to mistakes ; and it rs 
well known that there is a comedy 
of that name extant, which was 
written by Middleton and Rowley 
in conjunction, and that no other 
stands in any of th^ catalogues. 

Heywood, Thomas. This au- 
thor was an actor as well as a 
writer, and flourished in the reigos 
of Queen Elizabeth, King James I. 
and King Charles I. though what 
particular year gave him tp the 
world, or robbed it of him, seems 
not easy to ascertain. He appears 
to have been a native of Lincoln* 
phire, from a copy of verses tQ bi& 
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'friend ^atnes Yorke, on his book tional ones ; for, though it is pro* 
of Heraldry, prefixed to thatWrk. bable that so active a genius, as it 
He was certainly the most volu- is evident, from the bulk of hisi 
minous dramatic writer that this works; Mr. Heywood's must have 

- nation, or indeed any other, ever been, could never be idle, nor 

produced, excepting the celebrated afford to lose any lime, or even let 

Spanish playwright Lopez de Ve- a single thought pass by him un- 

ga J for, in the preface to one of employed at the very moment it 

bis plays, called The English Tra- occurred 5 and that, consequently, 

^llir, he teUs us, that it was one he might have planned some of 

preserved aniongst two hundi*ed his plays in taverns, and even have 

and twenty, in which, says he, secured some occasional hints, by 

** I had either an entire hand, or penning them down on the back 

*' at least a main finger.** Of this of tavern-bills, or any occasional 

prodigious number, however, there scraps of paper he might hava 

are, comparatively, very few re- about him ; yet it is very unlikely 

maining. For this, different rea- that he should suffer those thoughts, 

sons might perhaps be assigned, he had been so careful to preserve. 

Those that Kirkman has given us to be afterwards lost by an unac- 

are romantic and extravagant to countable negligence.' But he givei 

the greatest degree. "It is said us three very good reasons for no 

"(relates Kirkman) that he not more of his pieces having appeared 

*^ only acted himself every day, in print; the first, •' that many of 

'* but also wrote every day a sheet ; " them, by the shifting and change 

" and, that he might lose no time, <' of companies** (at a time when 

*^ many of his plays were com- there were so many theatres ia 

** posed in the tavern, on the back- the metropolis, and the perform- 

*' side of tavern-bills, which may ers, moreover, frequently travel* 

^^ be the occasion that so many of led the country), *' had been negy 

•' them 9re lost.** But this account " ligently lost.** The second, ^' tha| 

is inconsistent with all belief; for, '^ others of them were still re-e 

besides that it is not apparent *' Uiined in the hands of some> 

that Heywood*s circumstances were *' actors, who thought it against 

^er such as should compel him to " their profit to have them coma 

make these shifts, or that a man, " in print.'* And here it will be 

who was a constant frequenter of proper to observe (saysMr. Baker), 

taverns, should at (he same time that at that time the profits of an 

be so penurious as to make use of author were not determined by tho 

bills to spare himself the expense success of his works, no such thing 

of a few sheets of paper ; yet, had as third nights being known or 

even this^ been the case, it would thought of till after the Restora* 

not occasion the loss of his pieces; tion*, but that the actors pur-^ 

since, before they could possibly chased to themselves the sde pron 

be performed^ these scraps must perty of the copy; by which means, 

bave been all collected together, as it could not be their interest to 

and transcribed in a body, for the 

useof the performersand prompter. , *.7^>s ^^^f "" " ''''' i'"^ founded f 

J!rl , "^ » t.^ ^c * for It appears, from a prologue of Dck- 

But the reasons he hunself has ^^^.^^ ^5;^^ ^^^hors had the benefit of 

given us, in the above-menUoned ^nt thitd nig^jt so ^ly a$ the ycur 

^r^fiKe^ • seem to b^ ^^ molt n*. 4<u» 
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publish any piece till the public 22. Wise Woman of Hog^. 

curiosity in regard to it was en- Com. 4to. l638. 

ttrely sated^ it is probable many 23. Fortune by Land and Setu 

▼cry good plays may have been Tragi-Com. (assisted by William 

entirely lost. The third reason he Rowley). 4to. l655, 

gives us is, " that it was nev«r Mr. Heywood appears td hare 

" any great ambition in him to been a very favourite author with 

*' be voluminously, read.'* Langbaine, who ranlcs bim in the 

Those of his works, which are second class of dramatic writen, 

to be met with in print, are as though his contenoporaries woold 

follow : not allow his performances to staid 

1 & 2. Edward IF, Hist. Play, so high in desert j as may be ga- 
in two parts. B. L. '4to. N. D. thered from the following lines, 
[1599.] which Langbaine has quot^from 

3 & 4. If you know not mr, yru one of the poets of that time, who, 

know Nobody. Hist. Play, in two after mentioning some other ao* 

parts. 4to. 1605, l6o(). [Some- thors, thus proceeds : 

Umes called Queen Elizabeth.-] ., ^nd Heywood sage, 

5. Fair Maid of the Excfuini^c. <« t:V apologetic Atlas of the stage; 
Com. 4to. 1607. '* Well of the GoU€H Age he coalden- 

6. Golden Age. Hist. Flay. 4to. treat, 

« g^ J *< But little of the metal he could get ; 

*. 'o'f A TT- «. -oi At,^ ** Threescore sweet babes he fashioaM It 

7. Stiver Jge. Hist. Play. 4to. ^ j^^^^ 

1013» . ** For he was christcn'd in Pamassis* 

8. Brazen Age, Hist. Play. 4to. pump ; 

J 61 3, " The Muses* gossip to Aurora's bed, 

9. Four 'Frentises of London. " ^"^ ever since that time his foce w» 
Hist. IHay. 4to. l6l5. '^'*- 

10. JVoman kiltd with Kindness. It must be allowed, however, that 
Trag. 4to. 1617. In Dodsley's he was a good general scholar. 
Collection. and a very tolerable master of the 

1 1 . Rape of Lucrece. Trag. 4to. classical languages, as appears from 
1630. the great use he made of the an- 

12 & 13. Fair Maid of the JFesi. cients, and his various quotations 

C. in two parts. 4to. l631. from them in his works, especially 

14 & 15. Iron Age. Hist. Play, his Actor* s VinScation^ 10 which 

in two parts. 4to. 1632. he has displayed great erudition. 

16. English Traveller. Tragi- What rank he held as an actor we 

Com. 4to. 1633. know not, but it is probable no 

]7* Maidenhead well lost. Com. very considerable one, as all bis 

4to. 1634. biographers are silent on that head; 

19. Lancashire IFitches. Com. and, indeed, if we consider how 

(assisted by Richard Brome). 4to. much he wrote, it is scarcely pes- 

1()34. sible to conceive he could have so 

19. Lota's Mistress, Masque, much time to spare for an applica* 
4to. 1636; 4to. 1640. tion to that art, as was necessary 

20. Challenge for Beauty, Tr. for the attaining any perfection 
Com. 4to^ 1636. in it. 

21. The Royal King and the Be&ides his Apolotty for Acton, 
Loyal Subject, Tragi-Com. 4to, he wrote a Life of Merlin y Thf^ 
\(537. 
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JUiertLrchy of Angels j Life of Queen was obliged to rely on his pen for 
Elizabeth} The Lives of Nine IVor- a subsistence. While in Dublin, 
tMes 5 The Laves of Nine IVbmen he was for some time concerned 
IFbrthies; A general History of in a public political paper, called 
Women 5 and also a book of Plea" The Tickler, wriaen in opposition 
sani Dialogues and Dramas, chiefly to the famous Dr. Lucas; aud^ 
Translations, 12mo.l637 5 in which after his coming over to this king- 
occur the following : dom, was employed by the book- 
Amphrisa, Past. Dram. sellers in various works of transla- 
Apollo and Daphne. Dram. tion, compilemei>t, &c. , In short, 
Jupiter and lo. Dram. with no principles, and slender 
Masque at Hunsdon House. abilities, he was perpetually dis« 
Hey wood likewise wrote the City' gracing literature, which he was 
Pageants of l631, 1632, 1633, doomed to follow for bread, by 
1637, 1638, 1639. See Vol. III. such a conduct as was even un- 
art. Pageants 3 and he was one worthy of the lowest and most 
of the writers of *' Annalia Dur contemptible of the vulgar. His 
" Irensia, upon the yeerely Cele- conversation was highly oflensive 
" bration of Mr. Robert Dover's to decency and good nianners, and 
*' Olimpick Games upon Cots wold- his whole behaviour discovered a 
*' hills," published in London, 4to. mind over which the opinions of 
l636« No less than thirty-two mankind had,no influence. After 
persons are mentioned in the title- an irregular and shameful life, op* 
page as the writers of this publi- pressed by poverty, and in the 
^cation} among whom are Michael latter part of it by disease, he 
Drayton and Ben Jonson. He was ended a iniserable existence about 
also employed in contriving the the beginning of June 1777* 
•mblematlc devices about a royal Of this eccentric being some 
ship, built in 1637, at Woolwich, very amusing anecdotes are related 
by Phineas Pett. in the xxvth vol. of The European 
The following unpublished dra- Magazine, p. 110, &c. and 179, 
mas are also ascribed to Thomas &c. 
Hey wood's pen : His dramatic works are, 

1. Joan as good as My Lady, 1. The Lady's Choice, P. P. 
P. 1598. 8vo. N. D. [1759.] 

2. fFartvithout Blows, P. 1598. 2. The IVishes of a Free People. 

3. The Blind eat many a Fly. D. P. 8vo. 176I. 

P. 1602. * 3. The New Hippocrates. F. 

4. Marshal Osrick, P. l602. 1761. N. P. 

^. Love's Masterpiece. C. l640. 4. The Earl of Warwick. T, 

6. Cupid and Psyche. Play. 8vo. 1764. 

HiFPERNAN, Paul. This au- 5. National Prejudice. C. 176S. 

thor was bom in Dublin in the N.P. 

year 1719» received part of his 6. The Philosophic IVhim; or, 

education in a classical seminary Astronomy a Farce. F. 4to. 1774. 

in that city, and- took the degree He also completed 

of bachelor of physic in a college The Heroine of the Cave, 

in the south of Firance; but, not See Jones, Henry. 

having met with any great success Higden, Henry. This gen- 

io the projfession he was bred to^ tleman was a member of the ho- 
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hbisrabie societj of the Middle 
Temple during the reigns of 
James II. and King William III. 
% He was a person of great wit, 
an agreeable and facetious com- 
panion, and well known to all the 
sprightly and conversible part of 
the town. He was author of one 
dramatic piece, entitled 

The Wary Widow, C. 4to. I693. 
and, indeed, his fondness for the 
convivial and social delights seem- 
ed to show itself very apparent 
even in the conduct of his play 5 
for he had introduced so many 
drinking scenes into it, that the 
performers got drunk before the 
end of the third act, and, being 
unable to proceed with the repre- 
sentation, were obliged to dismiss 
the audience. Of the behaviour of 
the bear-garden critics (as the 
author calls them), on this occa- 
sion, he strongly complains in bis 
preface. 

HiGDEN, Ralph. To a person 
pf this name have been ascribed 

fhe Chester Mysteries ; 
exhibited at Chester in 1328, at 
the expense of the several trading 
corporations of that city. [See the 
, detail of them, in Vol. II. p. 95, 
&c.] 

HiGGONS, Bevil, was the 
younger son of Sir Thomas Hig-^ 
gons, of whom an account may be 
Seen in Mr. Nichols's Select Collect, 
of Poems t vol. i. p. 42, by Bridget, 
his second wife. At the ^g^ of 
sixteen, he became a commoner of 
St. John's College, Oxford, in 
tent term, I686 ; but went after- 
wards to Cambridge. He was a 
steady adherent to the cause of the 
exiled family, and* accompanied 
King James into France, where he 
maintained his wit and good hu- 
mour undepressed by misfortunes. 
He published a book against Bi- 
^op Bttrnet*s History, and died 



March 1, 1735, having writtrt 
one play, called 

The Generous Conqueror-, or,TTie 
Timehf Discovery. T. 4to. 1702. 

Hill, Aarom. This gentle- 
ma;i, who was bom in Beaufort 
Buildings, in the Strand, February 
10, 1684-5, was the eldest son of 
George Hill, Esq. of Malmsbnry 
Abbey, in Wiltshire; and, in con- 
sequence of this descent, the legal 
heir to an entailed estate of about 
2000/. per annum ; but the indis* 
cretions and misconduct of his. 
father having, by a sale of the pro^ { 
perty, which he bad no right to 
execute, rendered it of no advan- 
tage to the family to wbicb it justly 
belonged, our author was Jeft, to- . 
gether with Mr. Hill's other chil- 
dren, to the care of, and depend- 
auce on, his mother and grand- 
mother 5 the latter of whom (Mrs. 
Anne Gregory) was more parti- 
cularly anxious for bis educatioa | 
and improvement. The first ra- ' 
diments of learning be received 
from Mr. Reyner, of Barnstaple, 
in Devonshire, to whom he was 
sent at nine years old i and, on 
his removal from thence, was 
placed at Westminster school, tra- 
der the care of the celebrated fir. ^ 
:Knipe. Here his genius soon ren- 
dered itself conspicuous, and, by 
enabling him at times to perform 
the tasks of others as well as his 
own, frequently procured for him, 
from some of his school-fellows of 
more limited abilities, an ampte 
amends for the very scanty allow- 
ance of pocket-money which the 
circumstances of his family laid 
him under the necessity of being 
contented with. 

Our author left Westminster 
school in the year 1699, heing 
then only fourteen years of agej 
and, having heard bis mother fre- 
quently mafke warm mention of 
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the Lord Paget, who was a pretty for him at his death, had not the 
near relation of hers, and was. at envy and malevolence of a certain 
that time at Constantinople, in the female, who had great influence 
rank of ambassador from the Eng- with him, by falsehoods and mis- 
Hsh to the Ottoman court, he con- representations, in great measure, 
ceiveda very strong inclination for prevented his good intentions lo- 
paying a visit, ami making him- wards him. Fortune, however, 
self known, to that nobleman, and his own meritf?, made him 
This design he communicated to amends for the loss of this patron- 
Mrs. Gregory, and., meeting with age ; for his known sobriety and 
no opposition from her in it, he good understanding recommended 
embarked on the 2d of March him soon after to Sir William 
1700, being then but just fifteen, Went'worth, a worthy baronet of 
on board a vessel that was going to Yorkshire, who being inclinable 
Constantinople, in which city he to make the tour of Europe, his 
arrived after a safe and prosperous relations engaged Mr. Hill to ac- 
voyage. company him as a sort of governor 

On his arrival, he was received or travelling tutor; which office, 
with the utmost kindness and cor- though himself of an age which 
diality by the ambassador, who might rather be expected to re- 
was no less pleased than surprised quire the being put under tuition 
at that ardour for improvement, flself, than to become the guide 
^vhich could induce a youth of his and director of others, he executed 
tender years to adventure such a so well, as to bring home the 
voyage, on a visit to a relation young gentleman, after a course 
whom he knew by character only, of two or three years, very greatJy 
He immediately provided him a improved, to the entire satisfac- 
tutor in the house with himself, tion, not only of bnnsclf, but of 
under whose tuition he very soon all his friends. 
sent him to travel, being desirous In the year 1709 he commenced 
of indulging to the utmost that author, by the publication of an 
laudable curiosity and thirst of History of the' Ottoman Empire^ 
knowledge, which seemed so compiled from the materials which 
strongly impressed on the amiable he had collected in the course of 
mind of our young adventurer, his different, travels, and during 
With this gentleman, who was a his residence at the Turkish court. 
l€^amed ecclesiastic, he travelled This work, though It met with 
through Egypt, Palestine, and the success, Mr. Hill frequently after-* 
greater part of the East -, and, on wards repented the having printed. 
Lord Paget*s returning home, as and would himself, at times, very 
that nobleman chose to take his severely criticize on it^ and in- 
journey by land, Mr. Hill had an deed, to say the truth e^ it, there 
opportunity of seeing great part of are in it a great number of pnerili- 
Europe, at most of the courts of ties, which render it far inferigr to 
which the ambassador made some the merit of his subsequent writ* 
little stay. ings ; in which correctness has' 

With Lord Paget our author con- ever been so strong a characteristic^ 

iinued in great estimation; and that his critics have even attri- 

it is not improbable that his Lord- bated it to him as a fault; where-* 

nhip might have provided genteelly as, in this work, there at jbes$ 
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:q>pear8 the labour of a juvenile 
genius, rather choosing to give 
the liill rein to fiery fancy, and 
indulge the imagination of the 
poet, than make use of the curb of 
cooler judgment, or aim at the 

Elainness and perspicuity of the 
istorian. About the same year 
he published his first poetical piece, 
entitled Camillus, in vindication 
and honour of the Earl of Peter- 
borough, who had been general in 
' Spain. This poem was printed 
yrithouf any author's name j but 
Lord Peterborough, having made 
it his business to find out to whom 
he was indebted for this con)pli- 
nient, appointed Mr. Hill his se- 
cretary ; which post, however, he 
quitted the year toUowing, on oc- 
casion of his marriage. 

In 1709 he, at the desire of Mr. ' 
Booth, wrote his first tragedy of 
Elfrid; or. The Fair Inconstant, 
This play was composed in little 
more than a week, on which ac- 
count it is no wonder that it should 
be, as he himself has described it, 
*' an unpruned wilderness of fan- 
*' cy, with here and there a flower 
'* among the leaves 5 but without 
*' any fruit of judgment." This, 
however, he altered, and brought 
on the stage again about twenty 
years afterwards, under the title of 
Athelwoid, Yet, even in its first 
forai, It met with sutficient en- 
couragement to induce him to a 
second attempt in the dramatic 
way, though of another kind, viz, 
the opera of Rinaldo, the music of 
which was the first piece of com- 
position of that admirable master 
Mf. Handel, after his arrival in 
England. This piece, in the year 
1710, Mr. Hill brought on the 
stage at the King's Theatre in the 
Hay market, of which he was at 
that time director, and where it 



met with very great and deserved 
success. 

It appears, fi-om the above ac- 
count, that Mr. Hill was, at this 
j)eriod, manager of the theatre, 
which he conducted entirely to the 
satisfaction of the public; and, in- 
deed, no man seemed better qua- 
lified for such a station, if we may 
be allowed to form our opiition 
from that admirable judgment io 
theatrical affairs, and perfect ac- 
quaintance both with the laws of 
the drama and the rules of acting, 
which he gives proofs of, not only 
in a poem, entitled The Art of Act- 
ing, and in the course of his perio- 
dical essays, entitled The Prompter^ 
which appeared in his lifetime, 
but also in many parts of an epis- 
tolary correspoudencae which he 
maintained with various persons of 
taste and genius, and which have 
since been published among bis 
posthumous works, in four vo- 
lumes, in octavo. This post, how- 
ever, he relinquished in a few 
months, from some misunderstand- 
ing ; and though he was not long 
after very earnestly solicited, and 
that too by a person of the first 
distinction and consequence, to 
take the charge on him again, yet 
he could not be prevailed on, by 
any means, to re-accept it. 

It i's probable, however, that 
neither pride, nor any harboured 
resentment, were the motives of 
this refusal, but one much more 
amiable, viz. an ardent zeal for ge- 
neral improvement, and an ear- 
nestness for the public good, which 
ever attended him through life, in 
which he was at all times indefa- 
tigable, and to which he, on dif- 
ferent occasions, frequently sacri- 
ficed not only his ease and satis- 
faction, but even large sums of 
money also ^ and,, ind^^ this va* 



€€ 



337 

H I L ^ H I L 

luable property, of public spirit the denomination of the Beech OU 
seeais to have been his soul*s dar- Company. However, as mankind 
ling passion) for he himself, in are apt to be over-sanguine in their 
one of his prefaces, speaking of expectations, and too impatient, 
poetry, tells us, *' that he has no under any the least disappointment 
** better reason for wishing it well, of those expectations, there soon 
*' than his love for a mistress arose disputes among them, which 
*' whom he should never be mar- obliged Mr. Hill, in vindication 
" ried to ; for that, wheiiever he of some misrepresentations con- 
grew ambitious, he would wish cerning himself, to publish a fair 
to build higher, and owe his state of the case, by which it ap^ 
memory to some occasion of peared plainly, that all the money 
'' more importance than his writ- that had hitherto been employed, 
/' ings.** To this motive, there- had been fairly and candidly ex« 
fore, we say, it is probable that we pended for the public benefit, and 
ought to attribute his declining that the patentee had even waved 
.the theatrical direction ^ for, in the all the advantages, to which, by 
■same year, he married the only agreement, he had been entitled, 
.daughter of Edward Norris, Esq. These disputes, however, termi- 
of Stratford, in Essex ) and, as the nated in the overthrowing the 
.ibrtune that lady brought him was whole design, without any emo- 
.very considerable, he was now bet- lument, either to the patentee or 
ter able to pursue some of his more the adventurers, at a time when 
public designs than he had before profits were already arising from 
been. it, and, if pursued with vigour^ 
The first project which Mr. Hill would, in all probability, have 
set on foot, for which he obtained continued increasing and perma- 
a patent, and of which he was him- nent. Mr. Hill procured his pa- 
self the sole discoverer, was the tent for this invention in October 
making an oil, as sweet as that from 17^3, and the date of his public 
olives, from the beech-nuts, which appeal^ in regard to the affair, is 
are a very plentiful produce of the 30th of November 17 16. 
some parts of these kingdoms. This Thus, exclusive of the time em- 
was an improvement apparently ployed in bringing the invention 
. and acknowledgedly of great utility, itself to maturity^ we see a full 
and must have turned out to equal three years labour of a gentleman 
advantage, had the conduct of it of abilities and ingenuity entirely 
continued in the hands of the ori- frustrated, through the inequality 
ginal inventor. But, being an of his own fortune to .carry his 
undertaking of too great extent for plan into execution singly, and the 
hb own fortune singly to pursue, erroneous warmth and impatience 
. he was obliged to call in the as- of those various tempers with 
sidtance of others; and took a sub- which he was, in consequence of 
scription of twenty-five thousand that insufficiency, obliged to unite 
pounds on shares and annuities, in himself for the perfection of it. 
security of which he assigned over He was also concerned with Sir 
his patent in crust for the proprie- Robert Montgomery, in a design 
tors, forming from among them- for establishing a plantation of a 
selves a body, who were to act in vast; tract of land in the south of 
concert with the patentee^ under Carolina ; for whic^ purpose t 
Vol. I. ' z 
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grant had been purchased from expedition. But, by ordering gneat 
tiie lords proprietors of that pro- fires to be made upon them at the 
vince ; but here again the want of time of low tide, when they were 
a larger fortune than he was mas- most exposed, and throwing quan- 
ter of, stood as a bar in his way j tities of water upon them, they 
for, though it has many years since were, by the help of proper tools, 
been extensively cultivated, under broken to pieced and thrown down, 
the name of Georgia, yet it never and a free passage opened ' for the 
proved of any advantage to him. floats. 

Another very valuable project This design was, for some time, 
he set on foot about the year 1727> carrfed on with great vigour, and 
which was, the turning to a great turned out to very good account ; 
account many woods, of very large till some of the piersons concerned 
extent, in the north of Scotland, in it thought proper to call ofiFtha 
by applying the timber, produced men and horses, from the woods 
by them, to the uses of the navy, of Abemethy, in order to employ 
for which it had been long er- them in their lead-mines in the 
Toneously imagined it was to- same country, ^m whence they 
tally unfit. The falsity of this promised themselves a -still more 
supposition, however, he clearly considerable advantage. Ofwb^ 
evinced 5' for one entire vessel was private emolument Mr. Hill re- 
built of it ; and, on trial, was ceived from this aflair, or wbe- 
fourtd to be of as good timber as ther any at all, we are uninformed, 
that brought from any part of the However, the magistrates of Inver- 
worldj and althoUgh> indeed, there ness, Aberdeen, ice. paid him the 
were not many trees in these woods compliment of the freedom of their 
large enough for masts to ships of respective towns, and entertaineH 
the largest burden, yet there were him with all imaginable honours, 
millions fit for those of all smaller , Yet, notwithstanding these ho- 
vessels, and for every other branch nours, which were publicly paid to 
of ship-building. In this under- our author, and the distinguished 
taking, however, he met with va- civilities which he met with from 
rious obstacles, not only from the the Duke and Dutchess of Gordon, 
ignorance of the 'natives of that and other persons of rank to whom 
country, ' but even from Nature he became known during his re- 
herself 5 yet Mr. Hill's assiduity sidence in the Highlands, this 
and perse veirance surmounted them northern expedition was near pror- 
all. For when the trees were, by ing of very unhappy consequehces 
his order, chained together ibto to his fortune ; for, in his returrf; 
floats, the unexperienced High- his lady being at that time in 
landers refused to venture them- Yorkshire, for the recovery of her 
selves on them down the river health, he made so long a con- 
Spey; nor would have been pre- tinuance^ with- her in that county, 
vailed on, had he not first gone as afforded an opportunity to sonic 
himselfto convince them that there persons, to whose hainds he had 
\yas no danger. And now the great confided • the management of cer- 
humber of rocks, which choked tain important affairs, to be guilty 
up different parts of this river, and of a breach of trust, that ahned at 
Seerned to render it impassable, the destruction of the greater port 
Vere another impediment to his of what he was \vonhr. iifoweveJf, 
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happily returned time enough upon faith, and three books of ati 

rustrate their villanous interi- epic poem, >yhich he had many 

s. years before begun, on the story 

1 the year 1731 he met with of Gideon. He also adapted to thfe 

vere shock by the loss of his English stage Mons. de Voltaire's 

, with whom he had passed tragedy of il/erope, which was the 

ards of twenty happy years, last work he lived to complete j 

to whom he had ever had the for, from about the time he was 

erest and tenderest attachment, soliciting the bringing it on the 

thought of the following epi- stage, an illness seized him, from 

, which he wrote on her, the tornientiii^ pains of which he 

igh not original, is entirely had scarce an hour's intermission j 

ical : ' and, after trying in vain all the 

igh, cold stone '.-suffice her long- ^^^^ that medicine could afford 
lov'driame: him, heat last returned to Lou- 

is are too weak to pay her Tirtue's don, in hopes that his native air 

claim.— ^ ,, might have proved beneficial io 

pies, and tombs, and tongues, shall v,;J~ l.,*- «i«« i u« 
^iste away ; ^ ' him 5 but, alas ! he was past re- 

power's vain pomp in mouldering ^overy, beuig wasted almost to a 
dust decay; skeleton, from some internal cause, 
re mankind a wife more perfect set, which had occasioned a general 
lity, O Time I shall bury thee. decay, and was believed to be an 
[r. jHfill, after this, continued inflammation in the kidneys, the 
ondbn, and in intercourse with foundation of which, most prob^- 
public, till about the year bly, had been laid by his' intense 
> J when be, in a manner, and indefatigable application tb 
drew himself from the world, his studies. He just lived to see 
Jtiring to Plaistow, in Essex, his tragedy introduced to* the pub- 
re he devoted himself entirely lie 5 but the day before it was, by 
:udy, and the cultivation of command of Frederic Prince of 
amily and garden. Yet the Wales, to have been' represented 
erns of the public became by for his benefit, he died, in the 
leans a matter of indifference very ipinute of the earthquake, 
im; for, even in this retire- Feb. 8, 1749-50 ; 6if the shock of 
:, he closely applied to the which, thbugh speechless, he apr 
;ing to perfection many pro- peared sensible. This event hap- 
e improvements. One more pened within two ddys of the full 
cularly he lived to complete^ completion of his sixty-fifth year, 
rh not to reap auy benefit the last twelvertionth of which he 
it himself J viz. the art of had passed in the utniost tornierit 
ng potash, equal to that of body, but with a calmness and 
jht from Russia, to which resignation that gave testimony of 
an immense suhi of money the most unshaken fortitude of 
annually'to be sent from these soiil. He was interred near Lord 
loins, foi:< that article alone. Godolpbin's monument, in the 
s solitude he wrote and pub- great cloyster of Westminster Ab- 
l several poetical pieces, par- bey, in the same grave with her^ 
rly an heroic poem, entitled who had, while living; been thib 
*anciad, another of the same dearest to him. 
called The Impartial, a i^oem With regard to Mr. Hill's pxi* 

a 2. 
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vaic character, he was, in every prevalledontoacceptof a benefit; 
respect, perfectly amiable. His till at the very close of his life, 
person was, in his youth, ex- when his narrow circumstances 
tremely fair and handsome. He compelled him to solicit the act- 
was tall, not too thin, yet gen- ing of his Aferope, for the relief of 
teelly made. His eyes were a dark its author firom those difBcolties 
blue, bright and penetrating ; his out of which he had frequently 
hair brown, and his face ovsd. His been the generous instrument of 
countenance was .most generally extricating others. His manner of 
animated by a smile, which was living was temperate to the greatest 
more particularly distinguishable degtee, in every respect but that 
whenever he entered into conver- of late hours, which, as the night 
aafTon i in the doing which his is less liable to interruptions than 
address was most engagingly af- the day, his indefatigable love of 
^ble, yet mingled with a native • study frequently drew him into, 
unassumed, dignity, which render- No labour deterred him from the 
ed him equally the object of ad- prosecution of any design, whicb 
miration and respect with those appeared to him to be praisewor- 
who had the pleasure of his ac- thy and feasible } n^r was it in ibe 
quaintance. His voice was sweet, power of the greatest misfortunes 
and his conversation elegant ; and , (and, indeed, from his birth, he 
86 extensive was his knowledge in seemed destined to encounter 
all subjects, that scarcely any could many) to overcome, or even shake, 
occur on which he did not acquit his fortitude of mind, 
himself in a n^ost masterly and As a writer, he must be allowed 
entertaining manner. His tem- to stand in a very exalted rank of 
per, though naturally warm when merit. And although it may be 
roused by injuries, was equally cofifessed that the rigid correct- 
noble in a readiness , to forgive ness, witlv which he constantly re^ 
them ; and so much inclined was perused hb works for alteration^ 
he to repay evil with good, that the frequent use of compound epi- 
he frequently exercised that Chris- thets, and an ordo verhorum in 
tian lesson, even to the prejudice great measure peculiar to biroselt, 
of his own circumstances. He was have justly laid hio) open to tbe 
a generous master, a sincere friend, charge of being, in some places, 
pn affectionate husband, and an rather too turgid, and in othen 
Indulgent and tender parent 3 and somewhat obscure; yet the ner- 
indeed, so benevolent was his dis- vous pojver we find in them will 
position in general, even beyond surely atone for the former £iult \ 
the power of the fortune iie was and, as to the latter, the intrinsic 
blessed with, that the calamities of sterling sense we constantly find on 
those he knew, and valued as de- a close examination of every pas- 
serving! affected him more deeply sage of his writings, ought to 
than his own. In consequence of make us overlook our having been 
this, we find him bestowing the obliged to take some little pains 
profits of many of his works for in digging through the rock in 
the relief of his friends, and par- which it was contained. As we 
ticularly his dramatic ones, for kQve, however, in this place, no- 
none of which he could ever be tiling to do with any but his dra- 
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nnatic writings, the reader way He bears no token of the saWcr streams, 

see a complete catalogue of them *^"^ mounts, far off, among the swans 
in the following list, viz. of Thames. 

1. E/frid} or. The Fair Incon- This, though far the gentlest 
sianL T. 4to. N.D. [1710.] piece of satire in the whole poem, 

2. The Walking Statue-, or. The and conveying at thp same time an 
Devilin the Wine Cellar, f. 4to. oblique compliment, in saying that 
N. D. [1710.] he received no taint from the dirt 

3. Trick upon Trick ; or. Squire and filth, roused Mr. Hill to the 
Brainless. C. N. P. taking some notice of it, which 

4. Rinaldo, O. 8vo. J711. he did by a poem, written during 

5. The Fatal Vision , or. The his peregrination in the North, 
FallofSiam. T. 4to. 1716. entitled The Progress of Wit, a 

6. King Henry F. 3 or. The Caveat for the Use of an eminent 
Conquest of France hy the English, ff^^iter ; which he b^ns with the 
T. 8vo. 1723. following eight lines, in which Mr. 

7. Athelwold. T. 8vo. I732. Pope's too well known disposition 

8. Zara. T. 3vo. 1736. is elegantly, yet very severely cha- 
g. Mzira. T. 8vo. I736. racterized: 

10. Merope, T. 8vo. 174g. Tuneful Alexis, on the Thames' fair side. 

11. Roman Revenge, T. 8vo. The hdies' plaything, and the Moses' 
1753. piidc; 

12. The Insolvent ; or. Filial Y^^^ "^^"^ popuUr, with wit polite. 
Piety. T. 8vo. I758. ^^^ ^houghvam, and elegant, though 

13. Merlin in Love. P. O. 8vo. Desiring, and deserving, others' praise, 
1759» Poorly accepts a hmt he ne'er repays : 

14. The Muses in Mourning. O. Unborn to cherish, sntalingfy approves, 
IjQO. ^^^ wants the soul to spnad the worth 

15. The Snake in the Grass. D. ^* ^°^^ 

JJ. 8vo. 17^. By the *' sneaBngly approves,'* 
1(5. Saul. T. 1760. in the last couplet, Mr. Pope 
17. liaraxes. Past. Op. 1 769. was much affected j and, hideed, 
Mr. Hill*s dramatic works^ in- through their whole controversy 
eluding afterwards, in which it was gene^ 
The Fatal Extravagance, rally thought Mr. Hill had consi* 
were printed in 2 vols. 8vo. 176O, derably the advantage, Mr. Pope 
Our author seems to have lived seems rather to express his repent- 
in perfect harmony with all the ance, by denying the ofilence, than 
writers of his time, excepting Mr. to vindicate himself, supposing it 
Pope, with whom he had a short to have been given, 
paper war, occasioned by that gen- Hill, Herbert. See Hoi^- 
tleman*s introducing him in the croft, 'Thomas. 
DiinfiA/, as one of the competitors Hillj Sir John. This gen- 
for the prize offered by the God-* tleman, who may very justly ba 
dess of Dulness, in the following esteemed as a phaenomenon in li- 
lines : tef ary history, was perhaps one of 
Th^n H;n ««^M. ernrr^ r»n\.wA «»♦ *^® ^^^ volumiuous writeis that 
'^ cfs^l^ • ^ *'« or any other age has pro- 
^e buoys up 'instant, and returns to duccdj yet, on an examination oi" 
ligjjt; ' bis works, it will, we are a^fr^id, 

93 
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appear, that he has just inverted retical part also, of botany 3 andt 
tnat sentinientof Horace, whichhis having procured a recomnaenda- 
namesake, above-mentioned, chose tion to the late Duke of Richmond, 
for the motto of his Fatal Vision, and the Lord Petre, two noblemeo, 
and that, the Doctor's maxim will whose love of science and constaDt 
appear the direct contrary to the encouragement of genius ever did 
1 not for vulgar admiration wiite; honour to their country, he WBS 
To be 'Wfil read, not mud, is my delight, by them employed in the reguia- 
But of this more hereafter. He was tion of their respective botaoic 
the second son of oiie Mr. Theo- gardens, and the arrangement of 
philus Hill, a clergyman, if we certain curious dried plants, of 
mistake not, of cither Ft terboroiigh which they were in possession. As- 
€»• Spalding. Of the year of oar sisted by ihe gratuities he received 
author's bijth we are not absolute- from these noblemen, Ije was en- 
\y ascertained, but sliould, from a abled to put a scheme in execution 
collection of circumstances, be apt of travelling over several parts of 
^o conclude it about 1716 or 17U» ^^Js kingdom, to gather certain of 
as in the year 1740 we find him the more rare and uncommon 
engaged in a controversy with Mr. plants 5 a select number of which. 
Rich in regard .to a Jitile opera prepared in a peculiar manner, he 
Called Orpheus, in which much proposed to publish, as it were, by 
personal abuse appeared on both subscription, at a certain price. 
sides. He was originally bound The labour and expenses atten- 
apprentice to an apothecary; after dant on an undertaking of this 
serving his time to whom, he set kind, however, being very great, 
tip in that profession, in a litfle and the number of even probable 
shop in St. Martin's Lane ; but, purchasers very few, the emola- 
having very early encumbered him- ments accruing to him from alibis 
self with the cares of a family, by industry, which was indeed inde- 
an hasty marriage wjlh a young 'fatigable, were by no means ade- 
woman of no fortune, the daugh- quate either to his expectations or 
ter of one Mr. Travers, who was his merits. The stage now. pre- 
tousehold steward to the late Earl sented itself to him as a soil in 
of Burlington, and whom befell which genius might stand a chance 
in love with at a dance, he of flourishing. But this plan 
found the little business he had iii proved likewiseabortive, and, after 
bis profession insufficient for the two or three unsuccessful, attempts 
support of it, and therefore was at the Little Theatre in the Hay- 
obliged to apply to other resources market, and the Theatre Royal in 
to help out the poor pittance he Covent Garden, he was obliged to 
could obtain by his regular occu- relinquish his pretensions to the 
pat ion. Having, during his ap- sock and buskin, and apply again 
prenticeship, attended the botani- to his botahical advantages, and 
cal lectures which are periodically his business as an apothecary. 
given under the patronage of the During the course of these oc« 
company of Apothecaries, and be- currences, he was introduced to 
ing possessed of quick natural parts theacquaintan^e of Martin J^lke^, 
and ready abilities, he had made Esq. thfe late president of the 
himself a very complete master of Royal Society, to Dr. Alexander 
the practical, and indeed the theo- Stuart, Mr. Henry Bakei;^ F# R. S. 
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nany other gentlemea eml- 
in the literary and phiJoso- 

l world, bj all of whom he 

.eceived and entertained, on 
occasion, with the utmost 

ur and warmth of friendships 



H I L 

The first .work {le undertook was 
a general Natural History , in three 
volumes, folioj the first of which, 
exclusive of other writings, he 
completed in less than a twelve- 
montii. He was also engaged, in 
esteemed a young man of conjunction with George Lewis 
considerable abilities, strug- Scott, Esq. in a Supplement to 
with the most laudable as- Chambers's Dictionary, He took on 
r against the stream of mis- him the management of amonthljr 
e, yet with a degree of publication, entitled TAe British 
d diffidence, which seemed Magazine, in which he wrote a 
urraountable bar to his ever great variety of essays on different 
able to stem the torrent, or subjects; and was at the same time 

concerned, in many other works. 
In short, the rapidity of his pen 
was astonishing, j nor will it per- 
haps readily gain credit with pos- 
terity, that while he was thus em- 
ployed in several very voluminous 
concerns at one time, some of 
which were on subjects that 
seemed to claim singly {he whole 
of his attention, and which he 
brought to perfection with an ex- 
pedition that is scarcely to be con- 
ceived, he solely, and without any 
assistance, carried on a daily perio- 
dical, essay^ under the title of The 
Inspector, Nor was this the. only 
extraordinary circumstance attend- 
ing on it ; for^ notwithstanding all 
this employment, so much leisure 
did he find means ever to reserve 
d into an octavo volume of to himself, that he was, at the same 
hillings and sixpence price, time, a constant frequenter ofevery 
formed almost a complete place of public amusement. No 
of that bratich of natural play, opera, ball, or assembly, but 
This work he published Mr. Hill was sure to be seen at ; 

where he collected, by wholesale, 
a great variety of private intrigue 
and personal scandal, which he as 
freely retailed again to the public^ 
in his Inspectors and Magazines, 

But now a disposition began to 
show itself in this gentleman,whi€h 
those, who had been the most in- 
timate with him in his earlier parts 
of life, could never have suspected 
in him, vis, ao unbQunded ^gro 

?5 4 



that figure in life to which 
:rit justly entitled him. In 
Dint of view Mr. Hill ap- 
for a considerable tijne, ad- 
to every literary assembly, 
led and caressed by all the 
uals which composed them, 
digent and distressed, and 
mes put to difiiculties for 
Gaining even the common 
iries of life. At length, 
the year 1745 or 1746, at 
time he had a trifiing ap- 
ent of apothecary to a re- 
or two in the Savoy, he 
:ed from the Greek a small 
written by Theophrastus^ on 
and gems, which, by. the 
1 of a great number of very 
IS and curious notes, he 



scription, and, being ex- 
well executed, and* as 
r recommended by all his 
friends, it not • only an- 
his expectations from it 
spect to pecuniary advan- 
mt also established a repu- 
H" him as a writer; in con- 
e of which he was imme- 
$ngaged in works of more 
lod of greater importance. 
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of vanity and self-sofficicncy, which extent^ and nsay be handed down 
had for years lain dormant behind to posterity when the canse of 
the mask of their direct opposite them is forgotten, it will not, per- 
qunlities of humility and diffi- haps, be disagreeable to oor read- 
dence ; a pride, which was perpe- ers, if we take up a small portion 
tually laying claim to homage by of their time in a detail of the 
no means his due, and a vindic- origin and progress of it. 
tiveness which never could forgive When Mr. Hill had started all 
the refusal of it to him. Hence it at once, as we have before related, 
was, that personal abuse and the from a state of indigence and dis^ 
most licentious and uncandid scur- tress, to taste the comforts of very 
rility continually flowed from his considerable emoluments from his 
pen ; every affront, though ever so labour, giddy with socoess, and 
trivial, which his pride met withj elated, beyond bounds, with the 
being assuredly revenged by a pub- warm sunshine of prosperity, be 
lie attack on the morals, under- seemed to be seized with a kind of 
standings, or peculiarities of the in&tuation. Vanity took entire 
person from whom it had been possession ofhisbosom, and banish* 
received. In consequence of this ed from thence every connden* 
disposition, we find him verv fre- tion but of self. His conTersatibn 
qnently engaged in personal dis- turned on little else, and even bis 
putes and quarrels; particularly very writings were tainted with 
in one with an Irish gentleman, of perpetual details of every little 
the name of Browne, who, on occurrence that happened to him. 
linding himself universally consi- A passion for dress, sho\$r, and pa- 
dered as the pei-son intended by a rade, the natural attendants on 
very ridiculous character drawn in self-love, now broke forth ^ be set 
one of the Inspectors, thought up his chariot, and, professing to 
proper to bestow some correction assume the , character of a tiiere 
on nim, not of the gentlest kind, man ofpleasure, gallantry, and boa 
in the public gardens of Rene- ton, affected to express^' on every 
lagh, to which, however, Mr. Hill occasion, the highest contempt for 
does not appear to have replied business, and the ' drier kinds of 
with any other weapon than his study. His raillery, both in corn- 
pen. He also engaged himself in panyand in his writings, fieqaent- 
a little paper war with Mr. Wood- ly turned on those who closely at- 
ward, the comedian, in conse- tached themselves to philosophical 
quence of an insult that comedian investigations, more especiidly in 
received, in the exercise of his the brancheii of naftural philosophy. 
profession, from a gentleman in The common-plae^ wit of abusing 
one of the boxes. Mr. Hill was the medal- scraper, the bntterfly- 
also extremely busy in the oppo- hunter, the cockle»sheir ' tner* 
sition against the late Mr. Henry chant, &c. no^ appeared in tome 
Fielding, in that intricate and of his Magazines aAd Inspectors; 
inexplicable aflair of Elizabeth and in two or three places he ^vtn 
Canning. But the most important indulged some distant glance of 
contest he was ever concerned in satire at the Royal Society. Not- 
was his attack on the Royal So- withstanding which, however, 
ciety of London : as his writ- when the Supplement to Cham* 
sngs on this subject are of some bers*s Diciwnary was nearly finish- 
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ed» the proprietors of that work, 
very sensible of the weigfit which 
an F. R. S. annexed to the au- 
thor's name, ever has in the re- 
Gomntendation of a work of that 
nature, were very desirous that 
Mr. Hill (who bad just before this 
purchased a diploma for the de- 
gree of doctor of physic from the 
Scotch university of St. Andrews) 
should also have this addition as 
well as Mr. Scott, his colleague in 



would have persisted In his inten- 
tion even in despite of it, had not 
his being unable to obtain the sub- 
scription uf the requisite number 
of members to his recommenda- 
tion, obliged him to lay it aside* 
from a conviction that he could 
not expect to carry an election in 
a body composed of three hundred 
members, of which he could not 
prevail on three to set tlieir names 
to the barely recommending him 



the work. In consequence of this as a candidate. Thus disappoint- 

their design, the new Dr. Hill pro- ed, his vanity piqued, and his 

cured Mr. Scott to propose him pride lowered, no relief was left 

for election into that honourable him but railing and scurrility $ for 

body ', but the Doctor's conduct for which purpose, declaring open war 

some time past having been such with the society in general, he first 

as had rendered him the object of published a pamphlet, entitled A 

contempt to sonoe, of disgust to Dissertation on Ro^al Societies /in ^ 



others, and of ridicule to almost 
all the rest of his former grave and 
philosophical acquaintances, he 
now stood but a very inditferent 
chance for carrying an election, 
where an opposition of one third 
was sufficient to reject the candi- 
date; and as the failing in that 
attempt might have done our au- 
thor more essential prejudice than 
'the succeeding in it could even 



letter from a Sclavonian nobleman 
in London to his friend in Sclavo- 
uia ; which, besides the most ill- 
mnnnered and unjust abuse on the 
whole ieamed body, of which he 
had 6een just aiming, in vain, to 
become a member^ is interlarded 
with the grossest personal scuqilfty 
on the characters of Mr. Folkes and 
Mr. Henry Baker, twogentlensento 
whom Dr. Hill had formerly been 



have brought him advantage, the under the greatest obligations^ and 
late ingenious and worthy presi- whose respective reputations in 
dent, Martin Folkes, Esq. whose both the moral and literary world 
f emembrance must ever live in the had long been too firmly establish- 
highest estimation with all who ed, for the weak efforts of a dis- 
ever had the honour of knowing appointed scribbler to shake or 
bim^ notwithstanding that Dr. Hill undermine. Not contented with 



iiad given him personal occasion 
of oftence against him, yet with 
the utmost generosity and candour 
advised Mr. Scott to dissuade his 
friend, for his own sake, against a 
liesign in which there appeared 
so little probability of his succeed- 
ing. This advice, however. Dr. 
Hill, instead of considering it in 
Ibe generous light it was meant. 



this, he proceeded to compile a 
large quarto volume, entitled A 
Review of the Works of the Royal 
Society ; ixk which, by the most un* 
fair quotations, mutilations, and 
misrepresentations, numbers of the 
papers read in that illustrioi^ as<^ 
sembly, and published itndfrr the 
title of The Philosophical Transact 
turns, are endeavoured to be ren- 



misinterpreted into a prejudiced dered ridiculous. This work is 
opposition against his interest; and ushered hEito the world with a most 
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abosWe and infamous dedication 
to Martin Folkes, Esq. ; against 
whom and the afore-mentioned 



H IL 

■ 

for getting money, uhich, aa w* 
are informed^ brought him a Terjr 
considerable income. This was no 



Mr. Henry Baker^ the weight of other than the preparation of cer* 

this furious attack was chiefly tain simple medicines, whose ef« 

aimed -, since of the few other au- fects are very serviceable in manj 

tbors, who have been dragged in cases; and, being mostly of the ve> 

to suffer the lash of the Doctor s getable kind, are, we believe, very 

abuse, much the greater part of inoffensive in all. These medi- 

them seem to have had no claim ci nes, in consequence of constant 



to his t esentment, but that of be* 
ing correspondents of, or their 
pieces being communicated by, 
one or the other of these gentle- 



men. But here 



agam 



advertisements and puffing, have 
had a very extensive sale and con- 
sumption , and are , we th ink , chiefly 
of four sorts, viz. the essence of 
Dr. Hill water-dock, tincture of valerian, 
met with a disappointment ; for pectoral balsam ofhovey, and tinC" 
the persons whom he had thus ture of bardima. Dr. Hill was, 
unjustly and ungratefully attacked, for some time, warmly patronized 
being greatly above the reach of by the Earl of Bute ; through whose 
his malice, he found the ill effects interest, we liave been informed, 
of it, like a recoiling piece, revert he was appointed to the fnanage* 
on himself; the world, instead of ment of the royal gardens; but, 
laughing with him, despised him; by what means we know not, the 
those, who would have otherwise grant was never confirmed. Un- 
been the princfpal purchasers of der that nobleman's patronage, 
his philosophical writings, were and, we believe, at his expease. 



the Doctor published a very porap- 
ousandvoluminous botanical u'ork, 
entitled A System of Botany, with 
a great number of elegant copper- 
plates. 

About the same time he fre- 
quently appeared at the magnifi- 
cent routs of the late Dutchess of 
Northumberland, where, had he 
not been generally known, the 
splendour of his dress might have 
denoted him to be some person of 
teal consequence and fortune. But 
when employed by the latter, he as the frequenters of this elegant 
Sras obliged, by contract, to con- assembly took not the slightest no- 



now too much exasperated to af- 
ford him the least encouragement 
br assistance. By giving so ample 
a scope to personal slander and 
scurrilous abuse in some of his 
works, and by his too great huiry, 
and the impossibility of giving a 
|>roper digestion to others, he made 
himself so many personal enemies 
on the one hand, and wrote him- 
self, so out of repute, both with 
the town and the booksellers, on 
the other, that at length, even 



ccal from the former his being the 
author, from the consideration that 
bis very name was sufficient to 
damp the sale of any piece to 
which it might be affixed. This, 
however, did not prevent his en- 
gaging in many works, though not 



tice of him, his situation among 
the great and the polite was rather 
an object of commiseration than 
enVy. 

In the latter part of his life be 
was honoured by the King of Swe- 
den with the ofder of Vasa, and 



so voluminously as before, till at ' died in November 17T5, of the 
length he hit upon another inethod ^oqt^ a disorder which^ thougii be 
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professed to cure in others^ he was with regard to veracity which the 

. unable to root out of his own relation of literary facts so rigidly 

constitution. He was buried at demands. His novels^ of which 

' Deuham. he has written naany, such as The 

And now, having related what History of Mr, Lovdll (in which 

peculiar circumstances we have he had endeavoured to persuade 

been able to collect in regard to his the world he had given the de- 

, life, it may be expejcted that we tail of. his own life). The' Adven* 

ishould give some observations with tures (fa Creole, The Life of Lady 

respect to his character j yet these Frail, &c. have, in some parts of 

we shall here confine only to his them, incidents not disagreeably 

literary one, and the rank of merit related 3 but the most of them are 

which his writings ought to stand no more than narratives of* private 

in. Dr. Hill's greatest enemies intrigues, containing, throughout, 

. could not deny that he was master the grossest calumnies^ and aiming 

of considerable abilities, and an at the blackening and undenuin- 

amazing quickness of parts. The ing the private characters of many 

rapidity of his pen was ever asto- respectable and amiable' person- 

nishingj and we have been ere- ages. In his essays, which are by 

jdibly informed, that he has been much the best of his writings, "there 

known to receive, within one year, is, in general, a liveliness of ima- 

DO less than fifteen hundred pounds gination, , and a prettiness in the. 

for the works of his own single manner of extending perhaps some 

. hand ; which, as he was never in very trivial thought -, which, at 
^ch estimation ,as to be entitled the first coup-d'oeil, is pleasing 
to any extraordinary price for his enough, and may, with many, be 
copies, is, we believe, at least three mistaken for wit j but, on a nearer 
times as much as ever was made by . examination, the imagined sterling 
3ny one writer in the same period will be found to dwindle down 
of time. But» had hef^rote much into mere French plate. Aeon- 
less, he would probably have been tinued use of smart short periods, 
much -more read. The vast va- bold assertions, and a routine of 
riety of subjects he handled, cer- egotisms, for the most part give a 
tainly required such a fund of glitter to them, which, however, 
universal knowledge, and such a presently £(ullies to the eye, and 
boundless genius, as were never, seldom tempts the spectator to ^ 
perhaps, known to centre in any second glance. In a word, the 
one man; and therefore it is not utmost that can be said of Dr. Hill 
tp be wondered at, if, in regard to is, that he had talents, but that 
some, he appears very inaccurate, - he, in general, either greatly mh'- 
in some very superficial^ and, in applied them, or most miserably 
others, very inadequate to the hacknied them out. 
task he. had undertaken. By his A^ a dramatic writer he stands 
works in the philosophical way in no estimation, nor has been 
he seemed most likely to have known in that view by any thing 
purchased future fame, had he al- but three very insigriificaqtt little 
lowed himself time to have digest- pieces, one of which we have men« 
fed the knowledge he was possessed tioned above. Their titles are: 
of, or adhered to that pre^cision 1. Orpheus. O. foL 1740. 
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2. The Maiden JVhim ; or, The 
Critical Minute. F. 1/56. N. P. 

3. The Rout. F. 8vo. 1758. 
Hill, Richard. We suspect 

ibfH name to be a fictitious one, 
and intended to be imposed on the 
public for the author of several 
pieces against the celebrated John 
Wesley. It stands, however, be- 
fore one drama, entitled 

The Gospel Shop, Com. Svo. 
1778. 

Hilton, William, a resident, 
we believe, of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, where he published, by 
sobscription, two volumes of his 
poetical works, which contained, 

1. yfrthttr. T. Svo. 177(5. 

1, Siege of Palmyra, T. Svo. 

177^. 
HiPPisLEY, John, a comic 

actor of considerable merit, whose 
performance on the stage was much 
heightened by a distortion of his 
face, occasioned by an accidental 
burn in his youth. His situation 
in the theatre was at iirst very 
low, being no more than a candle- 
Miuffer J but on the death of 
Pinkethman he succeeded to all 
his characters, and was received in 
them by the public with great ap- 
plause. He built a theatre at 
Bristol, and had another in some 
forwardness at Batli when he died. 
At one period of his life, he kept 
a coffee- ho use somewhere near 
Covent Garden, and died at Bristol, 
the 12th of February 1748. He 
wrote, 

1. j4 Journey to Bristol; or, The 
Honest IFelshman. F. 8vo. [ 1 73 1 .] 
And altered Gibber's Hob, under 
the title of, 

2. Flora, Op. Svo. 1730. 

3. Sequel to Flora. 8v6. 1732. 

Mr. Hippisley had two daugh- 
ters, both actresses; and one of 
them, Mrs. Green, was excellent 
in the characters of ancient ladies 



and Abigails. He had also a son, 
who died in the situation of governor 
of a fort in Africa : he was a man 
of letters, and wrote several very 
sensible pamphlets. Old Mr. Hip- 
pisley at one time intended biro 
for the stage> and he actuaUy per- 
formed Tom Thumb. Speaking 
to Quin on this subject, he was 
told by the cynic, that if the 
young gentleman was designed for 
the theatre, it was high time to 
burn him (i. c. in order to give 
him some resemblance to his fa- 
ther). Hippisley 's " Drunken 
*• Man'* is a piece of humoar 
which is still occasioDally delivered 
on the stage. 

Hitchcock, Robert, was for- 
merly an actor on the York st^, 
and afterwards prompter at the 
Haymarket, in the late Mr. Col- 
man's time; where bis daughter 
made her first appearance in The 
Silver Tankard, J781 ; after which 
he became prompter in Dubhn,and 
his wife and daughter great fa- 
vourites on the Irish stage. The 
latter retired, in consequence of 
her marriage with a gentleman, 
now an eminent barrister in Dub- 
lin ; but her mother, we believe, 
still retains her situation as 9a 
actress. Mr. Hitchcock, while in 
Dublin, wrote A History of the 
Irish Stage, 2 vols. 12mo. 1794. 
He had a son, who w^s bred in 
the university of Dublin, and is 
now at the Irish bar. Mr. Hitch- 
cock was tlie author of two plays, 
called, 

1. The Macaroni, C. Svo. 1773. 

2. The Coquette; or. The Mis- 
takes of the Heart, C. 8vo, 1777. 
and died in Clarendon Street, 
Dublin, toward the latter end of 
the year iSOQ. His abilities as an 
actor were very moderate; buthf 
bore, universally, the character of 
an honestji worthy, sensible man. 
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Hitch ENER, W. H. A person of Hereford while bis father filled 
•f this name is author of that see j and was appointed phy- 

Jvor. Tr. 8vo. 1808. sician to His Majesty's houseliold 

HoADLY, Dr, Benjamin, el- so early as June 9, 1742. It is 
dest son of the Bishop of Win- remarkable^ that he was for some 
Chester, was born Feb. 10, 1705-6, years physician to both the house- 
in Broad Street 3 educated, as was Isolds together -, havii^ been ap- 
his younger brother, at Dr. New- pointed to that of the Prince of 
come*s, at Hackney, and Corpus Wales, Jan. 4, 1745-tl, ia the 
Christi College, Cambridge; be- place of Dr, Lamotte, a Scotch- 
ing admitted pensioner, April 3, man with a French name (whom 
1722, under the worthy Arch- the Prince had himself ordered to 
bishop Herring, then tutor there, be struck out of the list, on his im- 
Here he took a degree in physic, prudent behaviour at the Smyrnsr 
in 1727; and, particularly apply- Coffee-house, at the time of the 
ing to mathematical and pbiloso- rebellion^ 17^5) 5 and with parti- 
phical studies, was well known cular circumstances much to his 
(along with the learned and iu- honour: the PriiKe himself, before 
genious DrSi David Hartley and the warrant could be finished, or- 
Davies, both afterwards of Bath, dering the style to be altered ; and 
v'ho with him composed the whole that he should be called physician 
class) to make a greater progress, to the household, and not in exira* 
under the blind professor Saunder- ordinary, as the other had been : 
son, than any young gentleinan observing, that this would secure 
then in the university. When His that ^lace to him in case of a de- 
late Majesty was at Cambridge, in mise, and be a bar against any one 
April 1728, he was upon the list getting over him. Nay, not con- 
of gentlemen to be preated doctors tent with this, his Royal Highness 
of physic ; but, either by chance voluntarily wrote a letter to the 
or management, his name was not Bishop with his own hand — *' that 
found in tlie last list; and he had '' he was glad of this opportunity 
not his degree of M.D. till about '^ of giving him a token of his 
a month after, by a particular man- ** gratitude forh\$serv\ces formerly 
damns. Through this transaction '' to his family ; and that he was 
. it appeared that Dr. Snape had not ** his affectionate Fkbdbhick, P.*' 
forgotten nor forgiven the najne of —This, being at a time when the 
Hoadly; for he not only behaved families were not upon the best 
to him with great ill-manners, but terms, is a proof' that Dr. Hoadly 
obstructed him in it as -much as was a most unexceptionable man. 
lay in his power. He was F. R. S. He was said to have filled the pof;ts 
very young, and had the honour with singular honour. He married, 
of being made known to the learn- I. Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
«d world as a philosopher, by A Betts, Esq. of Suffolk, counselloo: 
letter from the Reverend Dr, Sa- at law, by ^hom he had one son, 
muel Clarke to Mr, Benjamin Hoad- Benjamin, who died an infant. '2. 
/^, F, R, S. occasioned ly the pre* Ann, daughter and coheiress of thft 
jt?w/ Controversy among Mathema- Honourable General Armstrong, 
tidans concerning the Proportion of by whom he left no issue. He 
Felocity and Force in Bodies in died in the lifetime of his father, 
Aft^ionL, He was madfi xegtstrar. August 10, 17^7« at his house at 
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Chelsea^ afterwards Sir Richard 
Glyn's, which be had built ten years 
before. He published^ 1. Three 
Letters on the Organs of Respiro' 
tion, read at the Royal College of 
Physicians y London, A, D, J737> 
leing the Gulstonian Lectures for 
that Year. To which is added an 
^Appendix, containing Remarks on 
s6me Experiments of Dr. Houston, 
published in the Transactions of the 
Royal Society for the Year 1 730, 
ly Renjamin Hoadly, M. D. Fellow 
if the College of Physicians, and of 
the Royal Society, London, 1 740, 
4to. 2. Oraiio Anniversaria tn 
Thedtro,Coll. Medicor. Londinen- 
Slum, ex Harveii Institute habitd, 
die 18^ Oct: A: D. 1742, a Renj. 
Hoadly, M.D. Coll. Med. et S.R.S. 
1742, esteemed a very elegant 
piece of Latin. 3. The Suspicious 
Hushdnd, a Comedy. 4. Obser- 
vations on a Series of Electrical 
^peritnents. By Dr. Hoadly and 
Ml-. Wihou, F. R. S. ^to. 1756. 

" The Doctor was, in his private 
character, an amiable humane man, , 
ahd in agreeable sprightly com'- 
{>atiion. In his profession he was 
learned and judicious; and, as a 
writer, thdre needs no further testi- 
mony to be borne to his merit, 
than^tbe very pleasing comedy he 
has left behind him, which, when- 
ever ^ represetited, coiitinually af- 
fSrds "fresh pleasure to the audi- 
ence. We.' Scarce have need to 
mention to ^ny one, the least con- 
versant with theatrical affiiirs, that 
we mean .. 

TheSt&picious HUsldnd. Coni. 
8vo.'l747. - * 

He also left behind him, in ma^ 
nuscripr, * ' 

' The Tdllers. C. Acted 1797. 
Hoadly, Dr. John. 1'his gen- 
tleman was[ tlie' if'dUngest son of 
t)r. Benjamin Hoadly, Bishop of 
Winchester. He! was boro in 



Broad Street, October 8, 171 1, and 
educated at Mr.Newcome*s school 
in Hackney, where he got great 
applause by performing the part 
of Phocyas in The Siege ofDamaS' 
cus. In June 1730, he was ad- 
mitted at Corpus Christi College, 
in Cambridge, apd about the sanie 
time at the Temple, intending to 
study the law. This design, how- 
ever, be soon abandoned ; for in 
the next ye&r we find he had re- 
linquished all thoughts of the law 
as a profession.' He to6k the de- 
gree of LL. B. in 1 735, and, on 
the 29tH of Novetober following, 
was appointed chancellor of Win- 
chester, ordained deacon by bis 
father Dec. 7, and priest the 21st 
of tlie same month. He was im- 
mediately received into the Prince 
of Wales's household as his chap- 
lain, as he afterwards was into that 
of the Princess Dowager, May 6, 

1751. 

His several preferments he re- 
ceived in the following orddr of 
time : The rectory of Michel- 
meirsh, March 8, 1737 ; that of 
Wroughton, in Wiltshire, Sept. 8, 
17375 arid that of Alresford, and 
a prebend of Winchester, 29th of 
November in the same year. On 
June g, 1743, he was instituted 
to the rectory of St. Mary, near 
Southampton; and, on Dec. 16, 
1746, collated to that of Overton. 
He had the honour .to be the first 
person on whom Archbishop Her- 
ring conferred the degree of a 
doctor. In May 1760, he was ap- 
pointed to the mastership of St. 
Cross J and^all these preferments 
he enjoyed until his death, ejcept 
the living of Wroughton and thp 
prebend of Winchester. He wrote 
sonie poems in Dodsley's ColleC' 
tion, and is supposeki to have very 
materially assisted his. brother in 
The Suspicious Husband. He like- 
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vise published an edition of his 
father's works, in 3 vols, folio. 
After living to the age of sixty- 
four, the delight of his friends, he 
died March 10*, 1770 -, and with 
him the name of Hoadly became 
extinct. 

He was the author of, 

1. The Contrast. Play. 1731. 
N.P. 

2. Jephtha, Orat. 8vo. 1737. 

3. Love's Revenge, D. P, 4to. 

1737. 

4. The Force of Truth. Orat. 
1744. 

5. Phcele. P. O. 8vo. 1748. 
He also revised Lillo's jirden of 

Feversham 5 and wrote the fifth 
act of Miller's Mahomet, 

He left several dramatic works 
in manuscript behind him ^ and, 
among the rest. The House-keeper, 
a farce, on the plan of High Life 
below Stairs, in favour of which 
piece it was rejected by Mr. Gar- 
rick J together with a tragedy on 
a religious subject. So great, how- 
ever, was the Doctor*s fondness for 
theatrical exhibitions, that no visi- 
tors were ever long in his house 
before they were solicited to accept 
a ^j*rt in some interlude or other. 
Hfc himself, with Garrick and 
Hogarth^ once performed a laugh- 
able parody on the scene in Julius 
Ccesdr, where the Ghost appears 
to Brutus. Hogarth personated 
the spectre 5 but so unretentive 
•was his memory, that, although 
his speech consisted only of a few 
lines, he was unable to get them 
by heartr At last they hit on the 
following expedient in his favour : 
The verses he was to deliver were 
■written in such- large letters on the 
outside of an illuminated paper 
lantern, that he could read them 
when he entered with it in his 
hand on the stage. Hogarth pre- 
pared the play-bill on this occa< 
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sion with characteristic ornaments. 
The original drawing is slill pre- 
served, and we could wish it were 
engraved i as the slightest sketch 
from the design of so grotesque a 
painter would be welcome to the 
collectors of his works. 

The tragedy was on the story 
of Lord Cromwell, and its author 
designed to give it to the stage. 
In a letter, dated August 1, 17<35, 
he thus apologizes to a friend to 
whom he intended to present the 
copy : " Your kind concern, &c. 
" demanded an earlier acknow- 
*' ledgment, had I not delayed till 
*' an absolute answer came from 
'* my friend David Garrick, with 
'' his fixed resolution never more 
'* to strut and fret his hour upon 
** the stage again. This decree has 
" unhinged my schemes with re- 
'' gard to Lord Cronrrwell j for no- 
" thing bat the concurrence of so 
*' many circumstances in my favour 
'' (his entire disinterested friehd- 
" shipfor me and the good Doctor's 
memory 5 Mrs. Hoadly*s bring- 
ing on a piece of the Doctor's 
'' at the same time; the story of 
*^ mine being on a religious sub- 
'' ject, &c. J and the peculiar ad- 
vantage of David's unparalleled 
performance in it) could have 
" persuaded me to break through 
" the prudery of my profession, 
'* and (in my station in the church) 
*' produce a play upon the stage." 
HoARE, Prince, was born at 
Bath, where his father, Mr. Wil- 
liam Hoare, was a painter of con- 
siderable eminence. Our author 
was placed early under the tuition 
of Mr. Hele, first master of the 
grammar-school at Bath ; and, 
during the intervals of school hours, 
wras instructed by his father in 
painting, in which he' made a con- 
siderable progress, ^t seventeen 
he was sent to London, and be- 
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tttne a student of the Royal Aca- 
demyi where he manifested his 
attachment to the arts, by devoting 
more than the regular time to 
labour, and not unfrequently work- 
ing the whole day without inter- 
mission. According to the practice 
of other artists, Mr. H. commenced 
bis travels in 177O*; and, after an 
absence of four years, returned to 
England, and settled in London. 
He continued in his profession with 
considerable success, painting por- 
traits and historical subjects ; but 
an ill state of health obliged him 
suddenly to decline it, and with- 
draw to the sea-coast for the bene- 
fit of the air. He now, for amuse- 
£ent, attempted dramatic writing; 
id while on his way to Lisbon, 
which voyage was recommended 
to him for the recovery of his 
health, he presented the first off- 
spring of his Muse (Such Things 
Were, a tragedy) to the managers 
of the Bath theatre, and at Lisbon 
had the gratification to hear of its 
successt lie returned to England 
in June I788, having derived much 
benefit from his excursion; and, 
by the persuasions of Mr. Storace, 
who then was eminent as a com- 
poser, and flattered by the reception 
of his first play, he applied his 
mind entirely to dramatic compo- 
sition. But finding the managers 
of London less compliant than the 
managers of Bath, he was obliged 
at first to bring out his pieces for 
benefits, and consequently forego 
the customary emolument. Their 
success sooQ induced the managers 
to accept what they had before re- 
jected; and having thus established 
his fame, he finds no difficulty now 
in procuring access to the stage. 
His dramatic writings are, 

I. Such Things JVere. T. 1788. 
N. P. 



2. No Song, No Supper. Mas. 

F. 1790. N. P. 

3. The Cave of Trophomus. M. 
E. 1791. N. P. 

4. Dido, Queen of Carthage, 0. 
8yo. 1792. 

5. Prize. M. E. 1793. N. P. 

6. My Gr'andtnother^ M. F. 
1793. N. P. 

7. The Three and the Deuce! 
M. C. D. 1795. 8vo. 180(5. 

3. Lock and Key. M. £. 8to. 
1796. 

9. Mahmoud. Op. 1796. N.P. 

10. Julia. T. 1796. See &c* 1 
Things Were. 

11. A Friend in Need. M. E. 

1797. N.P. 

J 2. Italian FUlagers. C. Op. 
1797. N.P. 

13. Sifhs. C. 8vo. 1799- 

14. Children; or. Give them tkar 
Way. Cora. Dr. 1800. N.P. 

15. Indiscretion. C. Svo. 1800.. 

16. Chains of the Heart. Op. 
Svo. 1802. 

17. Paragraph. M. E. Svo, 
1804. 

18. Partners. G- 1805. N.P. 

19. Something to do. C. 1803. 
N. P. 

To Mr. Hoare is also ascribed, 

20. The Captive of Spilshurg. 
M. E. 8vo. 1799. 

HoDSON, Wu^LiAM. This gen- 
tleman was a native of Cam* 
bridge ; admitted of Trinity Col- 
lege in 1760 ; took the degree of B. 
A. 1764, commeticed M.A. 1767» 
and in ] 77O obtained Mr. Seaton'i 
prize. He was likewise author of 
two plays, and a farce, called, 

1. Arsaces. T. 8vo. 177"5. 

2. Zoraida. T. Svo. 178O. 

3. Adventures of a Night* F. 
Svo. 1783. 

He expired, suddenly, in the house 
of the Rev.Mr.Borlace, in Emanuel 
Lane, Cambridge, Oct, 6, 1703; 
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vas at the time of bis death tlon^ in his father's tradeof asho^' 
naster of Trinity College, and maker. 



of Hitch in> Herts, to which 
d succeeded in 1788. 
)KER, John, was first demy 
ni-commoner, afterwards fe!*- 
f St. Mary Magdalen College, 
:d, and, in 1535, master of arts. 



a good rhetorician and poet, 
much commended for his 
. He was living in Mag- 
College in 1543, being then 
lor of divinity of three years 
ng, and died, we may con- 
•e, very shortly after. Among 
things, he wrote 
cator J or. The Fisher caught. 

N.P. 
>LCROFT, Thomas, was born 
ange Courts Leicester Fields, 
nb^r 22, 1744, H4s father 
I shoemaker ; a calling for 
I his son always retained a 
lar respect. The foriner was 
. unsettled temper, seldom 
ing, long in .one place ; :and 
n accompanied him in all his 
rinations. When Mr. Hol- 
wa& in his teens, he was a 
It to the Hop. Mr, Vernon j 
lief employment was to ride 
naster's race-horses, which 
in training to run at New- 
it, and .he wa$ afterwards 
devoted to the art of horse- 
lip. He was also consider- 
Itacbed to the study of music -, 
)me time after applied much 



About the period of life above 
alluded to> Mr. Holcroft conceived 
a passion for the stage, and ofTer-^ 
ed hJs services at the same time to 
Mr. Charles Macklin and Mr. Sa- 
muel Poote. Foote encouraged 
then accounted excellently him ; but Macklin talked to him 
ead in Greek and Latin au- in so specious a style, and held out 

to him so many temptations and 
prospects* which were never real- 
ized, that he was induced to de- 
cide for Macklin and Ireland $ a 
decision which he continued long 
to repent. 

In the profession of a player 
Mr. Holcroft continued, not with 
the most .flattering success, tiU 
after the production of his play 
of Dupliaty, in 178I. Immc'* 
diatelyon the exhibition x)f this 
comedy, he withdrew from the 
stage as,an actor, and for several 
years devoted his attention princi- 
pally to dramatic composition. His 
writings of this kind are as follow : 

1. The Crisis. CO. 1778. N.P* 

2. Duplicity. C. 8ya 1781. 

3 . Aoble Peasant. C. 0. 8vo« 
1784. 

4. Follies of a Day. C. 6vo- 
1784. 

5. The Choleric Fathers. C. O. 
8vo. 1785. 

6. Death qfjdJain. 8. D. 8vo. 
1786. 

7. Hagar in the tenderness, S.D. 
8vo. 1786. 

8. Joseph made known to his 
attention to conuoisseurship^ Brethren.. S. D. ^vo.if36. 
nting. Mr. Holcroft had an 9 Return of Tobias. S. I). 8ro. 

1786. 

10. Ruth and Naomi S. D. 
8vo. 1786. 

1 1 . Sacrifice , of Isaac. S. D. 
8vo. 1786- .. 

12. U^tdow of S^repta. S. D. 
8vo. 1786. , / 



mind, and was no sooner 
! of any path that led to im- 
ment and excelleiice, than he 
inxious to enter that path, 
ithstanding this, he perte- 
to the age of' twenty-five 
with '.some little ipterrup^ 
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13. Seduction. C. 8ve. IJ^S?. putatioD* in the novels of jibffyn/ 

14. Louis in the Ehfsian Fields . printed in 1780; Anna Si. Hies, 
D. 8vo. 1789. 1792} 9QdHughTr€Vor,l794. Ho 

15. The Schooi of ihe Whflrld, likewise launched a fourth novel, 
Com. trans. Svo. 178^ entitled Brian Perdue, in die year 

16. Tantalus at Law. Com. I8O7. The public are fnrther in- 
trans. 8vo. 1789* dcbtcdtothepenofMr.HoIcroftfbr 

17. School for Arrogance. O. many translations; among othen, 
Svo. 1791. \. The prhfote lAfe of VoUem, 

18. Road to Ruin. C 8vo. 12mo. 2» Memoirs of BaronTrenck, 
1792. 3vols. 12mo. 3. The Secret Hii' 

19. Lope's Frailties, C. 8to. tory of the Court of Berlin, by the 

1794. Oonni tie Miraheau, 2 vols. Svo. 

20. Rival ^eens, Pkel. 1794. 4. Tales of the Castle, by Madam 
N. P. de GenHs, 5 vols. 12mo. 5. Tht 

21. Deserted Daughter, C^ Sro. posthumous Works of Fredmch U, 

1795. King of Prussia, 13 vols. 8vo. 

22. Man of Ten Thousand. C, 6. An abrideed Bispleaf tfihePh- 
8to. 1796. siognomy ofLavfOier, 3 large vok 

23. fiarce of RiScule. Q. 1790. 8vo. 

N. P. V The great action of the Hie of 

24. Knave or Not C, Svo. Mr. Holcroft wsb, nndoubtedly, 
1798. his voluntary sorrender to the in- 

25. Deaf and Dumb, H. D. dictment for hig;h treason^ pre- 
8to. 1801. [Under the name of ferred against hipt in. the autumn 
HsRBSBT Hill.] of 1794. Few persons can now 

26. Tale of Mystery, Md.. Dr. doubt, that if the Administration 
8vo. 1602. bad succeeded at that time in 

27. Hear both Sides. C« 8vo. bringing to capital punishment 
1803. the twelve persons (ipany of them 

28. The Two Friends. Dr. Prov. not personally kpQwn to each 
4to. 1804. othor) who were m,cbtde4 h one 

29. ThaPlay is over, 0. Prov. indictment, the constitution am) 
4to. 1804. liberties of Eneland would have 

30. Latfy of the Rock, Mel. Dr. been endangered, if not destroyed; 
fvo. 1805. and as few persons will rduse to 

31. Findictive Man. , C. 8vo^ confess, tha^ the volimtary sni^ 
I8O6. render of one of the mirt^ after 

The following have likewise the Orapd Jury had decided fhat 

been ascribed to his pen : they should be tried for their Mves, 

The German Hotel. C. 8vo. was a great apd impressive demon- 

1790. [Under the name of Mar* stration of conscious innocence. 

SHALL ] After three of them had been tried 

The Inquisitw, P. 6vo. 1798. and acquitted, our aathor and tha 

He *s much to blame. C, 8vo. other eight wer^ discharged with* 

1798. out being put upon their trial. 

See, besides. Theatrical Rb* Mr. Holcroft spent the principal 

coRDBR, in Vol. III. part of the vears 1799« 19O0, and 

Mr. Holcroft also exercised his 1801, in Germany and France; 

talents^ with advantage to his re- and the observations collected hj 
4 
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hinf^ in his travels, were after' 
wards published in 2 vols. 4to. 

HoLOBN, Mr. In Downes'& 
Roscius^jingikanus, p. 26, we find 
there was an i^uthor in the reign 
of Charles II. of this name. He 
is mentioned as the writer of one 
piece^ which probably was never 
printed^ entitled 

The Ghosts. Acted between 
1662 and 1665, by the Duke*j 
company. 

HoLPORD> Mr. a gentleman 
of Lincoln's Inn, of this name, 
wrote, 

1. The Cave of Neptune. D.P. 

8vo. 1799. 

2. The Storm. D. 8vo. 1799. 
which, however, were published 
anonymously. 

HoLFORD, Mrs. M. is author 
of 

NeUher^s the Man. C. 8vo. 

1799. 

This lady has besides Written 

Fomny, Selma, Qrisford Fdle, &c. 
&Cr; but this is all that we are 
able to learn of her. 

Holiday, Dr. Bartbk. This 
gentleman was son of one Thomas 
Holiday, a tdylor, and was born 
Sn the parish of Ail Saints, in the 
city of Oxford, ^botit the latter 
end of Queen Eliiabetb^s reign. 
He was very early entered of 
Christchurch, In the university of 
Oxford, during the time of Dr< 
Bavis, who was not cmly lus' pa- 
fnm, but a relation . also. In this 
college he took his d^rees of 
bachelor and master of artSy and 
in 1615 entered into holy orders; 
in whidk his abilities quickly made 
him be taken notice of# and ren^ 
dered him a very popular preacher. 
He soon after obtained two good 
livings, both of them ib Oxford- 
shire | and, in the year I618, he 
went as chaplain to Sir Francis 
Stewart^ when be accompanied^ to 



his own coniitty, the famous Couni 
Gondemar, who had been many 
years ambassador from the court 
of Spain to that of England. lo 
this journey, his facetious aiid 
agreeable manner greatly ingra* 
tiated him in the favour of C^nt 
Gondemar. 

Soon after his return he wal 
appointed, by King Charles the 
First, one of his chaplains; and^ 
before 1626, succeeded Dr. Bridges 
as archdeacon of Oxford. In lSl2 
he was, by virtue of the King's 
letters, created, with several others, 
doctor of divinity. And now, tb^ 
rebellion being broken out, h# 
sheltered himself near Oxford; 
but very soon began to give proofs 
of a want of steadfastness^ which 
occasioned him the blame and cen-^ 
sure of many of his ancient friends 
among the clergy; the most of' 
whom chose rather to live in po* 
verty during the usurpation, thaft 
by a mean compliance with the 
times to betray the interests <xf, 
the church, and the cause of theijr 
unhappy exiled* ' sovereign : for, 
when h« saw the royal party so fix 
declining. Chat their cau^e begaa 
to appear deSp^ate, he thought it 
the most for his own interest to 
temporize, and appear to johi in 
with the ptevailing power ; nayi 
on Oliver Cromwell's being raised, 
to the protectorship^ he even so hx 
coinckied with the measures then 
p(irsaed> as to subdiit to an tea«> 
mination by the triers, in ord^t ta 
his being indact^ into the rectory 
of Shilton in Berkshire, which had. 
been vacated by the ejectment of 
one Thomas Lawrence; on accdunt 
of his being noh compor inehtis^ 
He lived, however> to see the re« 
storation of King Charles II. j iti 
consequence of which event thcf 
Doctor threw up the living he had 
held ntder the Protector^ toad 
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titmed to Eifley (or Ifley) nearOx- to remove their timidity, Hif U^ 

fbrd, to live on bis archdeaconry ; jesty grew so tired with the per* 

aoditisihoughtthat.hadhesurviv- fornaance, that, after the first two 

ed, his poetry, and the fame of his acts were over, he several times 

leatnibg and abilities, gave him so made efforts to be gone. At 

fair a chance for preferment, that, length, however, beiog persuaded 

notwithstanding hb having acted a by those who were aboat him to 

temporizing part, which had great- have patience till it was over, lest 

ly Injured him with the royalists, the young men should be disooa- 

it was probable he would soon raged by so apparent a slight 

have been raised to a bish<>pric, or shown to them, he did sit it out, 

at the least to a very rich deanery; though much against his will } on 

But the irresistible monarch sum- whtdb the following smart and io- 

moned him away from the village genious epigram was made by a 

of Eifl^ on the 2d day of October certain schdar : 

1661 1 three days after which he « .^m. • .-1. u m/ -1 j u r 

«,^. :li.^ j^**u r *. rT>- L ** At Chnstchurch Marriage, done before 

was interred at the foot of Bishop ^^^ Km, 

King's monument, under the south « Leit that the' mates should want an 

Wall of the aisle, joining on the offering, 

south side to the choir of Christ* " The King himself did offer. What, I 

church cathedral, near the remains „ „ ES^^IT^ *u • - *. 

of WiUiam Cartwright and John " Hee^^itw.ceorthnce«/j^«re,.' 

Gr^ory. '' Tis said by some (says Wood) 

His writings are very numerous, '^ that he was author of a comedy, 

both in the classical and theologi- '^ called 
eal way 3 but he has only left one '* The Gentle Crcfi ; 

dramatic piece behind him, which "* but whether true, I doubt it/' 
is entitled Holland, Samusl. Of this 

Ti;^iK>>«/AM(. C. 4to. 1610. author it is only known that he 

Wood relates an anecdote in re- wrote one dramatic piece (printed 

elation to this play, which. has some in a book, entitled Wit amd Fancy 

humour in it, and therefore may in a Maxe ; or. The incomparaile 

not prove unentertaining to our Champion tfLove and Beamiie ; a 

■veaders4 He tells us, that this mock Romance, 12roo. I6s6i 

piece had been publicly acted in also in a book, called Homanckh 

Christchurch Hall, in the year Mastix ; or, A BMmance on Ba* 

[s. e. Feb. 13] 1617, and with no manees -, 12mo. I66O), called 
very great applause; but that the Ferns and jidonis. M. 
wits of those times, being willing Holland, W. A. Of this 

to distinguish themselves before person we know no more than that 
the King, were resolved, with Augustus andGu&elmus. Mel. 

leave, to act the same comedy at Dr. 1 8O6. N. P. 

Woodstock. Permission being ob- was produced under his name. 
tained, it was accordingly acted Holman, Josbfh Gb<hiob, is 

on Sunday evening, Aug. 26, 1621. descended from the yonnger bro- 

But, whether it was too grave for therof Sir John Holman, of Wark- 

His Majesty and too scholastic for worth Castle, Oxfordshire, who 

the audience, or whether, as some was created a baronet by Charles 

said, the actors h^d taken too much the Second. Sir John Holniao 

ivine before they began, ia order died without male issue ; and, if 
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the patent could be graated coU bition of theatrical fame, howefer, 

laterally, Mr. Holman has a claim was not to be subdued ; and/ oq^ 

to the title. His great-grandfather the 26th of October 1784, beitig 

signalized himself in Flanders, un- then twenty years of age, he niade 



der the arms of the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and was killed . at the 
battle of Dunblain, in Scotland, 
at the time of the rebellion in 
1715, leaving an infant son. The 
tender years of the child exposed 



his first public appearance a\ Co- 
vent Garden theatre, in the cha- 
racter of Romeo., The strong 
marks of genius, the traces of a 
cultivated mind, the accuracy of 
conception, the energy, fervour^ 



him to the artifices and viUany of and sensibility, ivhich evidently 



those to whom the care of his 
infancy unfortunately devolved. 
They deprived him of the whole 
of his paternal inheritance ; and 
when, at a mature period, he put 
the affair into litigation, all was 
lost on account of the want of the 
register of his father's birth, which 



distinguished his performance, ex- 
cited surprise as well as pleasure in 
the audience; and the flattering 
applause that he received confirm- 
ed him irrevocably an actor. The^ 
manager, who Was eager to secure 
abilities so striking at such an 
early period, offered him an en« 



was consumed in a fire at the gagement worthy of his talents, 
Sardinian ambassador's chapel, in and allotted to him ample oppor- 
which place he was baptized. 
Thus, by the loss of a small but 
momentous document, an heredi- 
tary property of some thousands a 
year was wholly diverted from the 
rightful claimants, and which other- 
wise would have descended to the 



tunities of displaying those abilities 
in the most advantageous manner. 
Mr. Holman, however, returned 
in due time, and kept a term at 
Oxford; his theatrical efibrts not 
being considered, by the liberal 
spirit of those who presided b 
subject of our present notice. Mr. that university, as any bar tq 
Holman's father held an ensigncy whatever academical distinctioas 
and adjutantcy in the British ser- he might be desirous of obtain- 
vice ; but dying when his son was ing. The business of the theatre 
but two years of age, the latter prevented his ^siting Oxford again 
became the care of his uncle, who for three or four years } and, at 
placed him, at a proper age, in his i;etum, he was permitted to 



the excellent seminary In Soho 
Square, then under the manage- 
ment of Dr. Barwis, but now con- 
ducted by Dr. Barrow. From 
having been engaged in the annual 



wear the gown of a civilian, though 
he had not kept the usual num- 
ber of terms-T-a circumstance that 
we mention, because, while it shows 
the dignified liberality of his aca- 



theatrical amusements usual at the demical supeflors> it may be 6on- 



flchool we have mentioned, our 
author imbibed a taste for the 
sock and buskin, which no prospect 
of academical honours at the uni* 
versity could tempt him 10 relin- 
quish. From Soho school Mr. 
Holman went to Queen's College, 
Oxford, and pursued his studies 
witli seal and success. The am- 



sidered as an honourable tribute 
to his own talents and personal 
worth. Mr. Holman pronounced 
a Latin oration on the occasion, 
which evinced his' grateful respect 
for the university, no less than his 
classical eloquence. 

At the end of the third season 
he quitted Covent Garden^ in con* 
aa3 
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M|Qeiiee of iome difference about ire; virhiA the testimony of dhe 
#11 increase of salary. He then treasurer, proposed to be substan* 
Tisited Dublin, where be had play- tiated by affidavit, estimated at 
fd before during an after-season ; more than 160/. The performers 
fuid, in consequence of the appro- obaenr^d^n answer, that orden had 
bation he then met with^ now not been held by any grainitcms 
laaade advantageous terms with indulgence, but by an estatiished 
Mr. Daly for the winter season, privilege 5 for which they referred 
At the time of his first playing on to a former declaration of the ma- 
the Irish stage, Mr. Henderson^ nager: that the advance of the fine 
Mr.Pope,Mr!Kemble^Mr.Aickin, from 5/. to 30/. gave to the ma** 
^c. were also engaged. Having nagers the power of depressing and 
performed at Edinburgh, Birming- degrading professional talents, and 
pjBon, Liverpool, Manchester, &c. of extorting from the first actor of 
with considerable applause, be was the theatre, by that main engine 
re-engaged by Mr. Harris, and re« of oppression, the whole of bis 
sumed his situation at COvent Gar- salary ; and that the benefit-charge 
den with increased approbation, had experienced an advance, in 
In the season of 1800, a disagree- the course of twenty years (for it 
ment topk place between the pro- was only 64/. 5s, in 1780), of 95/. 
priiMorf of Covent (sarden, and 15s. lliis disagreement was left 
0ight of their principal performers, (by mutual consent) to the Lord 
viz. Messrs. Holnosfb^ Johnstone, Chamberlain for dedsion. His 
Fawcett, Pope, Knight, H. John- Lordship wished to have declined 
aton,Munden,andInc]edon$ when the office of arbitrator; but gave 
^ statement of their grievances was at last his opinion in favour of the 
aigned and published by the above proprietors; recommending, at the 
gentleinen. The ground of differ- same time, an amicable adjustment 
ence rested principally upon the and oblivion of the past. The 
proprietors depriving their per- complaints, of course, were drop- 
formers of the customary orders ped ; and the performers reinstate, 
of aflmission— enlarging the fine except Mr. Holman^ who either 
pf SL for refusing a ciiaracter, to was not ofi^red, or would not ac- 
30/.^ and raising the charge of a cept of, a re-engagement. Mr. 
benefit fropi 140/. to I6O/. The Holman having now quitted a 
proprietors contended, that orders theatre which gave birth to his 
had ever been held as a gratuitous talents, performed a few nights at 
indulgence ; and that they had the Haymarket ; and then accept- 
never been allowed but with the ed of an engagement for the en- 
special leave of the managers : suing winter from the manager of 
that with respect to the fine for the Dublin theatre, who proposed 
refusing characters, much disgust the same to ^ or any of the per* 
had been given to authors, and formers who might leave Covent 
inuch injury done to the property. Garden in consequence of the 
by the rejection of characters; and above disagreement. So great was 
Ihat on the subject of increasing Mr. Holman*s success in Dublin, 
the amount of the benefit>charge, that he purchased a share of that 
they were perfectly authorized jn theatre, and diyided the manage- 
that proceeding by the increase of ment witb Mr. Jones ; but such 
^6 nightly expenscts of the thea- was tho distracted sts^te of that 
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Ittngdom (the actors being, in con* ike Right of the Breach of outer 

sequence of the rebellion^ some* Doors, in the Execution of their 

times obliged to perform in the Process. 

dajr-time), that he soon after re- Home^ John, a native of Scot* 

linquished a concern which had» land, born in the vicinitj of An* 

in better times, been the ruin of crum, in Roxburghshire^ in 1724^ 

many excellent performers. . He, being intended for the church, re« 

however, continued acting-ma- ceived a suitable education, and 

nager, and supported the principal was in due time ordained, and in- 

cbaracters in tragedy, for some ducted to the living of Athelstane- 

tlme after. ford } being the successor of the 

In the beginning of the year Rev. Mr. Blair, author of The 

17P8, Mr. Holman married Jane, Grave, a very celebrated poem, 

youngest daughtei-of the Hon. and in the rebellion of 1745, (he Sue* 

Rev. Frederick Hamilton, son of cess of the insurgents under the 

Lord Archibald Hamilton, and Pretender induced Mr. Home to 

grandson of the Duke of Hamil- suspend his clerical character and 

tod, who bore a distinguished part pursuits, and take up arms in de- 

in settling the union between £ng« fence of the existing government, 

land and Scotland. This amiable He was present at the battle of 

and acconiplished lady died June Faikirk ; where he was taken pri« 

II, 1810. soner, and, with five or six other 

Of Mr. Hdman*s theatrical en- gentlemen, escaped from the castle 

gagemente at present we have no of Down. The rebellion being 

knowledge. As a dramatic writer, soon quelled, he resumed the duties 

^wever, he has distinguished him- of hit profession. In 1 749, he 

fidf by the following pieces I all of visited England, and was intro- 

which, except the last mention- duced to Collins the poet, who 

€d, were very favourably re*' addressed to him« his Ode. on the 

ceived : popular Superstitions of the High* 

1 . Abroad and at Home, C. O. lands of Scotland, considered as the 
Svo. 1796. Subject of Poetry. 

2. Red Cross Krughts, P. 8vo. Mr. Home had, in his leisure 
1 799* hours, cultivated the belles lettres ; 

3. Votary of IVealth. C. 8vo. and, notwithstanding the rigour of 

1799. the church of Scotland, finding 

4. What a Blunder I CO. 8vo. in his natural genius a bent to 

1800. poetry, and not conceiving that 

5. Love gives the Alarm, C. tragedy, in 'which are contained 
J 904. N. P. the principles of virtue, morality,. 

Holt, Francis LtJOLow^. This filial duty, patriotic zeal, and re- 
gentleman, a barrister, vrrote verence for an over-ruling Power, 

The Land we Bve in* C. 8vo« could be inconsistent with the 

1805. profession of a religion in whicb 

Besides which he, in Id 10, pub- all these are in the strongest man- 

Wahed The Law and Usage of Par^ ner inculcated and enjoined, Ym- 

iiament, in Cases of Privilege and formed a dramatic piece ; and pre- 

Contempt ; being an Attempt to senting it to the managers of th^ 

reduce them within a. Tiieory and theatre at Edinburgh, at that tim^ 

JByst^l ificiudmg.4m Argument on in a niore toui&ii^ cooditioa 

a,a4 
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than it had been for roanj years 
l>efore, and vjiog, in every respect^ 
as far as circumstances woald per- 
mit, with those of London, they 
saw its merit, readily accepted it, 
put it into rehearsal, and prepared 
for the performance of it in such 
a manner as might do honour to 
the author, and bring both credit 
and emolument to themselves. 
These transactions, however, com- 
ing to the knowledge of the elders 
of the kirk, they, in their great 
zeal, remonstrate with the author 
on the heinous crime that he' was 
committing ; but he, not quite so 
perfectly convinced as they would 
have had him be, of the iniquity 
pf the act itself, unconscious of any 
ill intention, and pretty thorough- 
ly persuaded that his play would 
meet with a success from which 
he should reap both fame and pro- 
£t, was not willing at once to de- 
sist, nor with his own hands to 
pull down a fabric which he had, 
at the expense of much time and 
labour, been rearing. They now 
endeavoured to terrify the per- 
formers from representing it, but 
yrith UQ better success. Author 
and actors were both equally in- 
corrigible ; the piece was brought 
on, and met with that encourage- 
inent to which its merit justly en- 
titled it. What reipained then for 
these ipcensed el(]ers to do, but in 
a public convocation to expel, and 
for ever to disqualify for the mini- 
stry, not only this disobedient son, 
but even others, his friends, who 
were wicked enough either to 
keep him company, or to go to 
see his piece performed i and by 
various pamphlets, advertiserrents, 
&p. to thunder their anathemas 
against those implements of Satan^ 
the actors, who had thus led aside, 
or at least abetted in his wander- 
ing, this lost sheep of the fio<:k ? 



However, as persecation most 
commonly defeats its own pur- 
poses, so did it happen in this 
case ; for the ill treatment which 
Mr. Home had met with from the 
elders of his church, was amply 
compensated by the applause of 
those who gave a direction to the 
public taste ; and David Hume, 
being about to publish bis Four \ 
Dissertations, prefixed a dedica- 
tion of them to our author; in 
which he praised, this play [see 
Douglas, in Vol. 11.] in terms of 
most extravagant eulogy ; which 
gave occasion to national reflec- 
tions, by no means favourable to 
the performance praised -, and the 
dedication was in a short time 
cancelled *. 

The success of Douglas', at the 
Edinburgh theatre, induced our 
author to offer it to the London 
managers; when, notwithstanding 
all the influence exerted in its fa- 
vour, it was refused by Mr. Gar- 
ilck. Mr. Rich, however, accept- 
ed it, and it was acted the lirst 
time at Covent Garden, March 14, 
1757, with moderate applause,* 
such as by no means indicated that 
celebrity which it afterwards ob- 
tained. The worth of the play, 
however, was gradually acknow-. 
ledged by the public, and it is now 
out of the reach of critical censure. 
During the negotiation of the per- 
formance of Douglas in London^ 
the austerity of the Scotch divines 
did not abate. Anathemas against 
the theatres, and the frequenters 
of then^ daily issued from the 
pj-ess ; and censures Onahose cler- 
gymen who abetted the author, 
w^re cl^o^oured for without ceas- 

* During th^ repr^septaiion of Dtug' 
las, a young and sangain« North Br'uon, 
in the pit, exclaimed on a sudden, with 
an air of triumph, " Weel, lads ; what 
<< tbiok you oi WoUy Shakspcarc nowi*^ 
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ing. There appearing little hopes 
of conciliation, our author was in^ 
duced to withdraw himself from 
the jurisdiction of the presbyteiy. 
He resigned his living on the 7th 
of June 1757, assumed the lay 
habit, and from that period relin- 
quished both the honours and 
emoluments annexed to the cleri- 
cal character. 

Thus harshly treated in his own 
country, however, Mr. Home met 
with essential protection in Eng- 
land. Being known to the £arl of 
Bute, and that nobleman repre- 
senting the circumstances of this 
unreasonable oppression, exercised 
en a man of genius, to our present 
Sovereign, then Prince of Wales, 
his Royal Highness stretched out 
his protecting hand to the author 
of Douglas^ and, by settling a very 
handsome pension on him, and 
sheltering him under his own pa- 
tronage, put it out of the power 
of either bigotry, envy, or male- 
volence, to blast his laurels. Mr. 
Home afterwards pursued his poe- 
tical efforts, and produced more 
dramatic pieces, which were 
brought on the stage in this city ; 
but, whether through an eagerness 
to prove still further his inclina- 
tion to deserve the favour be had 
met with, he had not allowed him- 
self sufficient time for planning, 
digesting, reconsidering, and cor- 
recting his works, or that in his 
first play the diffidence of a young 
author might make him more 
ready to ask and pursue the judg- 
ment of others, or from what other 
cause we know not, but Douglas 
still stands as Mr. Home's master- 
piece in dramatic writing. He 
never afterwards resumed his cle- 
rical profession i >but enjoyed a 
place tinder the governn>ent in 
Scotland. It was once reportied, 
H^X he had some pretensiops to 



the title of Earl of Daiibat} 
but on what ground we have ndt 
learned. His plays, which are all 
tragedies, are entitled as follow.; 
!• Douglas, T. 8vo; 175/* 

2. Agis. T. 8vo. 1758. 

3. The Siege of Aquileia. T. 
8vo. 1760. 

4. The Fatal Discovery, T.Svo, 
1769. 

5. Alonxo. T. 8vo. 1773. 
e. Alfred. T. 8vo. 1778. 
This last was acted the 21st of 

January 1778, at Covent Grarden; 
but with so little success, that, 
after three representations, it was 
withdrawn, and consigned to ob* 
livion ; and with it ended Mr. 
Home's connexion with the stage. 
After this period, Mr. Home pub- 
lished A History of the Rebellion, 
in 1745, from which great expec- 
tations were excited, on account 
of the means he possesscfd of be-* 
ing well informed. Those ex* 
pectations, however, were not an- 
swered ; the work being meagre 
and unsatisfactory, defective in 
naany important points, and by no 
means calculated to gratify curio- 
sity, to afford information^ .or 
support the character of the author 
a» an historian. Mr. Home was 
always, as far as his means woiuld 
admit, the friend and patron of 
merit; and, under his fostering 
hand, many sparks of literary ge-» 
nius, that would have otherwise 
lain dormant, w^re brought to 
light. One instance of this kind 
we shall mention. The celebrated 
Poems of Ossian would never have 
been heard of, had not Mr. Home 
stretched forth his protecting hand 
to Macpherson, the translator. 
While Mr.M^cpherson was school* 
master of Riithven, in Badenoch^ 
he occupied his leisure hours in 
collecting, from the native but il- 
literate bard§ of the mountains of 
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dootlrtid, ^gcpento of tbeie 'ini* 2. IXamomi cut iHawumL M. 

mitablQ poems : a few of them he £. IjQff. N. P. 

trao^ted, and inserted them oo» Hook, TasoDOBft EdwaiOj 

casiooally in a weekly miscellany, is brother of the above mentioned, 

then conducted at Edinbofgh, by and exhibited early signs of dnh 

Walter Ruddiman. The beauty matic talent $ for it was while ht 

of these pieces soon attracted the was at school in Cambridgeshire, 

notice of Mr. Home, and of Pre. that he wrote, at thirteen yean of 

Robertson and Blair $ and it was re<* age, his first piece for the stage. 

solved by these gentlemen to send He was afterwards placed at Har« 

for Mr. Macpherson from his row, where he remained till the 

humble retreat. He accordingly death of bis mother. His drama* 

came to Edinburgh, and had an tic writing^ are as follow : 

interview with these literary cha- 1. Soldur*s Return, C. O. Svo. 

racters; the result of which was, 1805. 

that he resigned his situation as 2. Catch ITim who can, M.F. 

schoolmaster, travelled, at their Svo. 1806. 

expense, all over the Highlands, 3. The Invisible Girl. Pet.meoe. 

and collected tlie originals of those Svo. 1S06. 

poems, which have since been the 4. Tekeii. Md. Dr. Svo. 1806. 

subject of so much controversy. 5. The Fortress. Mel. Dr. Svo. 

Macpherson, at his death, leh ISO/. 

our author 2000/. as a mark of 6. Music Mad* Dr. Sk* Sva 

gratefiil recollection of the acts of 1808. 

kindness he had receivQ^ ftom him 7* Siege of Si* Quiniim, D, Sva 

in early life. 1808. 

Mr. Home died at Merchiston S. Killing no Murder. F. 8va 

House, near Edinburgh, Sept. 4, I8O9. 

1808. 9. Safe and Sound. Op. Svo^ 

Hook, Mrs. (wife of Mr. James I8O9. 

Hook,weU known as the composer, 10. Ass^ass'-inatkn* S. C. E« 

for many years, of the Vauxhall liB^lO. N. P. 

music, as well as of that of several 11. The WHl, or The JFidow. 

dramatic pieces for the different Dr. Trifle. 1810. N. P. 

theatres), was author of Hoous, Chaklis, wai bora 

The Double Disguise. M. £. at Wakefield, in Yorkshire, in the 

3va. 1784. year 1610, and educated 9t the 

This lady, whose n|kifden-name free-school there. At the age of 

was Madden, died at South Lam- eighteen years, by the advice of 

beth, Oct 19, 1805. his kinsman Dr. Robert Sanderson^ 

- Hook, Rev. Da. Jambs, a son afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, ho 

of the preceding, was of St. Mary was sent to Lincoln College, Oi* 

Hall, Oxford, and has now some ford, where he became a proficient 

valuabb church preferment. He ip the Greek and Hebrew tongues, 

married, June 1, 1792 » Anne, and in philosophy. After he had 

second daughter of Str Wah!er taken one degree in arts, he en* 

Farquhar, Bart, and to his pen tered into orders, retired to Lia* 

i^ave been ascribed the followii^ colnshire ^r a time, and was ap- 

dramatic pieces : pointed master of the free*school 

1. Jack of Newbury. Op. 179^* 3t Rotherham, in Yorkshire. Im 
K.P. 
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the beginning of the civil war he aann^h Smitb^ of Bishop Stortford, 
\irent to London, and, by the in- in Hertfordshire $ tnd^ in .17 5B, 
vitation of some of the citizens^ undertook the tnmslationofTasso'f 
taught a private school, first near Jtrusaltm Delivered, hijring aside 
Red Cross Street, and afterwards hh design of tianslatiuK iijriosto, 
in Token House Grarden, in Xx>th- of which he had aheady finished 
bury. About the Restoration he some of the first books. On the 
was invited into Monmouthshire ; death of Mrs. Woffington, which 
but the promises made to induce happened in March 17^^ Mr* 
him to go there not being an- Hook published a roonody« which 
.swered^ he returned to Lmidon^ ha? been since printed in Pearch's 
and was taken under the protection Collection of Poems, and in Bell's 
of his relation Dr. Sanderson, Fugitive Poetry, In 1763 he print- 
who died soon after. About that ed his translation of the Jerusalem. 
time he became rector of Stock, This was his first avowed publics* 
near Billericay, in Essex, where he tion, having before only printed 
died on the 7th of March 1666, two or three little poetical essays, 
having amongst other works pub- which, with the monody, were 
lished without any name. In 1767 he 

A Translation of Terence. 8vo. published two Tolomes of the 
1663. dramas of Metastasio, a copy of 

Ho OLE, John, was the son of which book he transmitted to the 

Samuel Hoole, of London, watch- author at Vienna, and was in re- 

xnaker, by Sarah his wife, the turn honoured with a very elegant 

daughter of James Drury, a clock*^ letter from Metastasio. In 1773 

maker, whose family came from Mr. Hoole published a vohune 

Warwickshire. John Hoole was containing the ^rst ten hooka of 

born in Moorfields, in December Orlando Furioso, intending to have 

1727> and waMducated at a prl- proceeded with the entire transla-* 

vate boarding-siviiol, in Hertford- tion ; but being at this time esta- 

shire, kept by Mr. James Bennett, blished in an office of consequedce 

the publisher of Roger Ascham*s as auditor of Indian accounts to 

works. In 17-44, being then 17 the East India Company, his poe« 

years of age, he was placed as a tical studies were discontinaed ; 

clerk in Ui& East India House, the great bnatness arising from the 

Having a great delight in reading, parliamentary inquiriea into the 

particularly works of imagination. Company's a^irs calling for aH 

he employed his leisure hours in his exertions in preparing accounts 

his favourite amusement, and, at and estimates for the House of 

the same time, endeavoured to Commons, during which inquiry 

improve himself in the knowledge he was examined at the bar of 

of the Latin tongue, and of the both Houses. In 1783 Mr. HooIcf 

Italian -, which last he wished to published his complete ti^nslation 

acquire, that he might peruse in of the Orlando Furioeo, in five 

the original his favourite author volumes. In 1785 he became tht 

Ariosto, of whom, when a boy, biographer of his friend Mr. Scott, 

he became enamoured, from read- of Amwell ; at the dnd of that 

ing the Orlando Furioso in Sir year he resigned his employment in 

Jk>hn Harrington's old translation, the East India House, ad^ a ler* 

In J 757 ^e was married to $u«^ yiceof nearly forty-two years g and 
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in April 17S6 he retired, with bis 
wife and son, to the parsonage- 
boase of Abinger, near Darking ; 
bis son Samuel, who was in or- 
ders, having taken the curacy of 
that place. While he resided 
there, he considered the objections 
that some readers had made to the 
length and perplexity of Ariosto*s 
poem, and employed his leisure 
in reviewing the work, retrenching 
. some parts, and giving the whole 
more connexion ; and, in 179 1, he 
published this new edition, or r^- 
Jfaccimenio of Ariosto, under the 
title of The Orlando of Ariosto , 
teduced to XXIF. Books, the Nar- 
rative connected, and the Stories 
disposed in a regular Series. In the 

J'ear J 790 he was the editor of a 
ittle elegant tale entitled Dinar- 
las, being a continuation. of Dr. 
Johnson's Rasselas, This perform- 
ance came from tlie pen of a lady 
of very uncommon genius and ac- 
quirements (Miss £. Cornelia 
knight), whothen resided with her 
mother in Italy. The last work 
which Mr. Hoole gave to the 
world, was a translation of the 
juvenile poem of Tasso, entitled 
Binaldo, which must be considered 
as a literary curiosity, beingj in- 
dependent of th^ poetical merit of 
the original, an extraordinary spe* 
cimen of early genius. Mr. Hoole 
died at Abinger Parsonage, Aug. 2, 
)803, aged 76* 

In the dramatic way, he was 
the author of the following 
pieces : 

1, Oifms. T^8vo. 1769. 

% Timanthes. T. 8vo. 1770. 

3. Cleonice, Princess of Bithy-' 
tiia. T. 8vo. 1775. 
And translated from Metastasio, 

1. Artaxerxes, 

2. The Olympiad, 

3. Hypsipile. 

4. Thus. 



5. Demetrius, 

6, Demophoon. 

Printed in 2 vols, small 8vo. 1767/ 
To these were added, in a new 
edition, in 3'Vols.'8vo. 1800, 

7. Achilles in Scyros. 

8, Adrian in Syria, 
g. jEtius. 

10. Dido. 

1 1 . Discovery of Joseph. 

12. Dream of Scipio, 

13. Regulus. 

14. Romulus and HersiHa, 

15. Siroes, 

16. Themistocles. 

17. The Umnhabiied Island. 

18. Zenobia. 

HoFBR, Mry. This lady wii 
the daughter of one Mr. Harfoidi 
a very eminent upholsterer and 
cabinet-maker in the city, uiA 
married to a person of the sams 
occupation is Combill, to whom 
she brought no inconsiderable for* 
tune. But, though Mr. Hoper's 
circumstances were, at the first 
setting out in life, fully adequate 
to that fortune, and for some time 
he continued successful in busi- 
ness ; yet a vain desire, which is 
no uncommon frailty among per- 
sons in trade in this metropolis, 
of supporting a figure somewhat 
greater than his rank in lifere^ 
quired, together with a real de- 
cline in the business itself, in a 
few years considerably impaired 
his circumstances. Yet, even at 
his death, they were found not so 
much shattered, but that a little 
care and a continuance of good 
fortune might have fully retrieved 
them. But, having left behind 
:bim only a wife and one son, nei- 
ther of them experiencied in trade, 
and the latter even too young to 
conduct it, the business was now 
obliged to be carried on by jour* 
neymen only, who, probably tak- 
ing advantage of the ignorance of 
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their mistress, or at least not act* 
ing with the same assiduity for 
another as they might have done 
for their own immediate emolu- 
ment, she soon found herself in- 
volved in too large a concern for 
her to manage^ and therefore pru- 
dently threw up business before it 
had plunged her into ditficulties 
beyond her power of extricating 
herself from. Having sold off her 
stock in trade^ and settled her af- 
£iiris, she now considered of some 
method, whereby she might find 
means to increase, rather than di- 
minish, the little pittance she was 
at present possessed of. Being a 
woman of a sprightly imagination 
and active mind, the pen appeared 
Co her no improbable resource; 
and dramatic writing was that to 
which her genius found its strong- 
est bent. Here, however, she 
had. Phaeton-like, undertaken too 
arduous a task for her to perform. 
For, though she wrote three or 
four pieces, none of them were ac- 
cepted by the managers ; and when, 
at her own expense, she found 
-means to have three of them re- 
presented, one at the playhouse in 
•Goodman's Fields, and the other 
iwoat the little theatre in the Hay- 
market, the success they met wiih 
was a sufficient vindication of the 
managers' refusal of them. Their 
titles were, 

1. Edward theBlack Prince. T. 
[About 1748.] N. P. 

2. The CyclofkBdia. F. 1748. 
N.R 

3. Queen Tragedy restored. Dr. 
£nt. 8vo. 1749. 

. Mrs. Hoper*s good understand- 
ing, however, at length opening 
her eyes to the difficulties that 
attended on the performance of 
this plan, she retired with her son, 
•^hen grown up, to Enfield, in Mid- 
. dlesex; where the latter, who had 



had a liberal education, set tip ^ 
school, in which he met with good 
success i and this, after his death, 
which happened many years ago, 
was continued under the care of 
our authoress. 

Hopkins, Charlbs. This gen- 
tleman was son of Dr. Ezekiel 
Hopkins, Bishop of Londonderry, 
in Ireland, to which kingdom our 
author, who was born in Devon* 
shire, was carried over very youngs 
and received the early parts of 
his education in Trinity College, 
Dublin. From thence he was sent 
to England, and completed his 
studies in the university of Cam^* 
bridge, where he became a mem- 
ber of Queen's College, and took 
the degree of A. B. 1688. On 
the breaking out of the wars in 
Ireland, he went thither, and, en* 
tering into the service of King 
"William, exerted his early valour 
in the cause of his country, its 
religion and liberties. These wars 
being at an end, he returned again 
to his native land, where he fell 
into the acquaintance and esteem 
of gentlemen, whose age and ge- 
nius were most agreeable to his 
own. • 

In 1694, he published some 
Epistolary Poems and Transla^ 
tions; and in 1695, The History 
of Love, which, by the sweetness 
-of his numbers and easiness of hts 
thoughts, procured him consider- 
able reputation. With Mr. Dry- 
den in particillar .he became a 
great favourite. He afterwards 
published The Art of Love, 
*' which (Jacob says) added to 
** his fame, and happily brought 
*' him acquainted with the £arl of 
^* Dorset and other persons of dis- 
'* tinction, who were fond of his 
*' company, through the agree- 
** ableness of his temper and the 
'* pleasamry of his conversation. 
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"It was in bis power to bav6 14. ti was Right at ihe last. Ft 

" made his fortuoe in any scene 8vo. N. D. 

** of life i but be was always more 15. ParaSse of Fools. 

" ready to serve otbers tban mind* Hordbn, Hildbbrand, was 

*' ful of bis own affairs ; and by the son of Dr. Horden^ minister 

the excesses of bard drinking^ of Twickenham^ in Middlesex^ and 

and a too passionate fondness for was an actor as well as an author. 

the fair sex^ he died a martyr He flourished in the reign of Wil* 

'* to the cause, in the thirty-sixth liam III. and, being possessed of 

"year of bis age." His death aloxMt every requisite fx>remiaeDoe 

happened about the beginning of in the dramatic profession, wai 

the year 1700. daily growing into favour with 

In his dramatic writings his ge- the public ; when unfortnnateIj» 

Hius led him to tragedy 5 the pieces after having been about seven 

lie has left behind him being the years upon the stage, he lost hb 

three following : life, in a frivolous, rash, accidental 

1. Ptfrrhus, Kingof Efams. T. quarrel, which he fell into at the 
4to. IO95. bar of the Rose Tavern, as he wa 

2. Boadkea, Queen of Britain, passing throogh that house, io 
T. 4to. 1697. order to go to rehearsal. On 

3. Friendship improved, T. 4to. occasion of his death, one Colonel 
1700* Burgess, a gentlensan who wai 

HoRDB, Thomas, jun. This resident at Venice, and some other 

author, we believe, was a teacher persons of distinction, were oblig- 

in the grammar-school at Stow ed to take their trisd; but were 

on the Wold, Gloucestershire, honourably acquitted, it appearing 

His dramatic productions are as to have been a mere accidental 

follow : rencontre, 

I . Leander and Hero» T. 8va Among other perfections ne- 
17^* cessary to his proteaslon, he pos- 

, 2. Zelida. T. 8vo. 1772. sessed a person so remarkably 

3. Dramatic Love, C. Svo. handsome, that, after he was luB- 
1773. ' ed, several ladies, very well dress- 

4. Damon and Phehe, M. £. ed, came in masks) which were 
8?o. 1774. then greatly worn, and some even 

5. Disappointed Fillany, £nt. openly and in their own coaches, 
6vo. 177^- to visit him in bis shroud. 

6. Pretended Puritan. F. 8vo. The authors of the dramatic ca* 
1779* talogues have ascribed ^o him one 

7. Whimsiccd Serenade. F. 8vo. piece, entitled 

1781. Neglected Virtue. V. 4to. t6g6. 

8. The Female Pedant, F. Svo. But it appears, from the preface, 

1782. &c. that it was only put into his 

9. Intrigue in a Cloister. F. hands by a friend. 

8vo. 1783. Mr« Horden was toried in a 

10. Nature unll prevaiL F. vault in the parish chorcfa of St. 
8vo. 1784. Clement Danes. ' 

II. Love in a Mystery. F. 8vo. Horvx, Jobr. This gentfe* 
1786. man, who was of New C^UegSy 

12. Asth^ World goes. Oxford, M. A. June 80, 1§77, 

13. TheEmpirick. P. left behind Um at his deaths 
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Farhtne*$ Taske. P. l684. N.P. 2. Double Stratagem. C. O. 

HovoH, J. This gentleman 1784. N. P. 

was of the Inner Temple> and -au^ 3. Gihraitar, CO. 1784. N.P. 

thor of a piece act^ «t Drury 4. Orpheus and Eurydke, Burl. 

Lane> for the benefit of MUs Op. 1784* N.P. 

Younge, intheyearl778, cntitled^ 5. Calypso. CO. 1785. N.P. 

Second Thought is best. C O. 6. Wilawre Castle. C O. 8vo^ 

Cvo. 1778. , 1800. 

HovLTON, RoBBHT> M. B« a HoirtToN, Ladt, relict of Sir 

jnative of England, studied physic Thomas^ wrote 

at Edinburgh, which he practised The Coquettes. C6ni. N. P. 

with some success in Ireland, - She died, we believe, July 30, 

when inoculation was first intro- 178O. 

duced there. He afterwards assist- Houston, T. A gentleman of 

ed periodical works, and brought Newcastle, who published 

out some musical pieces on the Term-day. Com. 1803. 

Dublin stages. On his return to Howard, trb Hon. Edwabd. 

London he as^sted a morning pa- This gentleman was much more^ 

per, produced some well-written illustrious from his birth and fa« 

poems, &c. also songs for Vaox- mUy, than from the brilliance of 

hall, and prologues ; particularly his genius ; being brother to the 

one for Crotchet Lodge, which Earl of Berkshire and to Sir Robert 

was spoken by Mr. Fawcett. His Howard, whom we shall have oc« 

" Belles have at ye all," originally casion hereafter to mention. Poe* 

spoken by Miss Scrace at Crow tcy was his passion rather than hisr 

Street, Dublin, was likewise de- talent; and, though he wrote 

livered by Mrs. Mattocks^ on a pany plays and an epic poem, he 

benefit night, at Covent Garden. It ^ined no reputation by any of 

waa some time, however, before he them; but, on tbecontrary, onlf 

obtained an opportunity of becom- famished food for the wits of thai 

ing a dramatist in London. At time, who have treated him VeijF 

length, by the assistance of his severely ; particularly the Earl of 

composer, Mr. Hook, his opera Eocb^er» in an invective against 

called WUmogre CasUe was accept^ his comedy of The &x Days Ad'^ 

ed by the Drury Lane managers, venture ; and the Earl of Dorset^. 

In this the author's avowed hope that best good man with the worst'^ 

wi% to revive old English opera, natured Muse, in a copy of verseft 

in opposition to the present taste addressed to him on his poem oC 

for musical pageantry and bostle ; The British Princes. 

but the attempt was nnsuecessful ] Mr. Howard lived in King 

and both in his preface to this Charles II. *s reign ; but the parti* 

oy)era« and in a pamphlet wbicb cular dates either of bis birth or 

1^ a&irwards published, and ia death do not stand on vecord. 

Wiidi hi^take&afeviewof all the The dramatic pieces he has left 

ipeeent operatical productions, he behind bnn are the following? 

teems to ascribe the cajose of its 1. t/surper. T. 4to. 1O&. 

Pilose, t^ealonsyaodnusmanage^ 2. Sir Days Jdventure* G.4to. 

meat Hts dramas are, I67I. 

I. Tka Ctm^ra^ C O. 1783. S. The ITomen's Otumut. T< 
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4. Man of Neumarkei. C. 4to. WiJl qm mother's woe his bosom shaie* 
iQyo The wi<low*s sorrow, and the orphan's 

5. The Change of Croumes. A ^j^^ ^^^ xhf^'ol^, who soothes the mc 
Play, N. P. ther%cry,. 

O. The London Gentleman, , C. Who wipes the tc«r from off the virgin's 

N. P. cy«' 

7. The United Kingdoms. T. C. Who ^^^^ *^«nOT ? w*w> a«»sts the 

N.P. See The Rehearsal. . All, all, r^echowithPitzwilltam's name 

From the following verges m jhou know'st 1 hate to flatter, yet in 
The Session of the Poets, printed thee 

among The State Poems, Part I. No fault, my friend, no single speck I 

p. 206, it should seem that some __ *^',., , . , 

"^rii^i -uji. T?j 1 Nor, ifalikc my former maxim s true, 

of the plays ascribed to Edward gj^^jj ^.^^ .j,.^ J^ ^.^^^ ^^^ heart, Buc 

Howard^ were written by Shiney : cleugh. 

•« Ned Howard, in whom great nature- »»»a" ^^ '''"^'^^ "^7 ^«°«** ^^'^ 

is found, ^. . . *5*,^» ,. , 

" Though never took notice of until P«ff»°^^l *"f^' *"!.— "^*"??'^ •, 

that day ^^*^* ^^^ *™^*"™* dissipate that smile, 

-« Impatiently Ut till it came to his ^^^'^ *^*\ ^^' «> ^^" ^^ ^^^^^^ 
round ^^ 

« Then ro^ and commended the plbt Sooner shaU Bute to Temple bend his 

-Such arro^ made ApoUo stark! And W-s or C—U pious Christians be, 
^ ® "^ How wil) my Fox, alone> by strength 

" But Shirley endcavour'd to appease ^^ , ^JP*,"'*, e * • . .u 

hischoler Shake the loud Senate, amroate the 

«( i^r owmV /Af# ^Afv, and swearing the ^^- hearts .... . 

•^ jjjjj * '^ -^^ ** Of fearful sutesmen? while around you 

P*'^ y »y Pc • g^^ p^gj^ j^jj Commons,listening your 

Howard, Frederic, Earl op command; 

Carlisle, was bom May 28, ^hile TuU^s seme its weight to yoa 

1748, and succeeded his father in jj.5 ^^^^^^ sweetness shaU adorn your 

Ihe title ten years afterwards. J^is words 1 

mother was Isabel, daughter of What praise to Pitt, to Townsend, e'er 

William Lord Byron, and the au- was due, 

thor of some poetical perform- '" future^times, my Fox, shall wait on 

ances. His Lordship received his Mild^L'^'thc dew that whitens yonder ' 

education atEton, and, while there, ' plain, 

celebrated some of his school-fel- Legge shines serenest 'midst our youthful 

lows in the following verses : *™*" » 

He whom the search of fame with raptme 

In youth, 'tis said, you easily may . moves, 

. scan. Disdains the pedant, though the Muse 

Strongstamp'd, the outlines of the future he loves; 

man. By nature form'd with modesty^ to please, 

This maxim true, how bright will St. And,join'd with wisdom, una&bted ease.' 

John shine, * Will e'er Ophaley, consciously uiyiisty 

Form'd by the hands of all the tuneful Revoke hispromise> or betray his trust? 

Nine ? What though perhaps with warmei zol 

If not to care 1 ess indolence a prey, * he'd hear 

How will whole nations listen to his lay? The echoing' horn, the sifortsman*^ 

Say,. Will Fitzwilliam ever want & hearty cheer, . 

heart, .'. Than gpdlike Homer's elevaCted 'song. 

Cheerful his ready blessings to i mpart ? Loud as the torieat> as the billows 8ti!PQf» 
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Cast o'er this feult a friendly veil, yon '11 reconciliation, the object of b!< 

.,.?,'"' , J . •■ s mission was defeated, and he re- 

A fiiendly, sooal, and .njenuoos mind. , j .^ ^ ; j^, 

Wimess >c Ndiads, and 5'e guardian , . wwmg au*»^ iv «cii 

powers, °^^ 3"y service to his country. 

Whosh sublime on Henr/s lofty towers 5 Jn November 1779 l^^ became 

Witness if e'er I saw thy open brow first Commissioner of Trade and 

Sunk in despair, or sadden'd into woe. Plantations : and, in February 

^^^^^'"thine. ^'*'°'***^"~'^*^" ^^^ ^ 1780, was nominated Lord Lieu, 

Foremost' in' Pleasure's festive baud to tenant of Ireland j in which situa-. 

shine. tioQ- he remained until the change 

Say, wilt thou pass alone the midnight in the Ministry in 1782, when the 

*.^ ^. ^°"''' ^ ^ ' r ni 1 > T>Qke of Portland was appointed 

Studious the depths of Plato to explore? ^^ ^ ^ j^. 

To lighter subjects shall thy soul give way, tt» r j u* • 1 1 /• 

Nor heed what grave philo.sophers shall ^'^ trOrdship is the author of a 

say ? ^ small collection of poems, among 

The god of mirth shall 'list thee in his which the story of Count Ugolino, 

^ ?^'"' . . ^ i. ^ . ^^^^ Dante, is the most excellent. 

A cheerful vot ry, and the foe of pa,n. q„ ^ 22d of March 1 77O his 

Whether I Storcr sine; m hours of joy, r j u* • j t T y^ 1 . 

-When every look bespeaks the inward i^ordship married Lady Carolina, 

boy ; second daughter of Granville Le- 

Or when no more mirth wantons in his vison Gower, Earl Gower, by 

breast, . ^. . , whom he has several children. His 

And all the man appears m him confest ; dramatic productions are : 
Jnmirih, in sadness, sing him how J Will, 1 t«a c jI ♦ n m 

Sense and good-nature must attend him 1 • i ^ I'ather s Revenge. T. 

still. 4to. 1783; 8vo. 1800. 
From Eton his Lordship went 2. The Stepmother, T. 8vo. 

to King's College, Cambridge, and 1800.- 

aflerwards travelled abroad. Du- Howard, Gorges Edmond* 

ring his travels, he was elected This author united in his own per- 

one of the Knights Companions of son talents and absurdity, genius 

the Order of the Thistle, and was and application, law and poetry; 

invested with the ensigns thereof, in short, sense and nonsense ; an4 

February 27, 17^8, at Turin, the was equally the butt and compat 

King of Sardinia representing His nion of the wits of his times and 

Majesty on that occasion. of his country. He received his 

On the 13tb of June 1777 his school-education under the Rev. 

Lordship was sworn of the Privy Dr. Sheridan, the, companion of 

Council, and at the same time Swift, then esteemed the first 

appointed Treasurer of His Ma^ schoolmaster in Ireland. With 

jesty's household. In April 1778 him he remained until he was 

he was named one of the Com- fitted for the university of Dublin, 
xnissioners to treat, consult, apd " I was first,'* says he, speak* 

agree upon the means of quieting ing of himself, '* intended for the 

the disorders subsisting in certain " ehurch, and my passion was to 

of His Majesty's colonies, plant- ** be a fellow of the said univer- 

ations, and provinces, in North /' sity ; but Mr. Nixon, then the^ 

America. With the rest of the " clerk of the Pleas office of the 

Commissioneri he went to Ame- '^ Exchequer, having conceived a 

j-ica $ but the disposition of ** liking for me, offered to takoi 

^he colonies being adverse tQ 9 'f ro^ aQ apprentice to bim^ wUh<« 
yot, I. PH. 
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" to me by a very celebrated witty 
** genius, on reading a translation 
** by me of one of the odes of 
" Horace into English verse, 
-^* whep I was at school, of which 
" he approved, * Thai if I pro- 
to persuade me to accept of ibift " ceeded in the way I had begun, 
^' oflfer, which I accordingly did, " I might have ihe honour of 
" though against my inclinationa *' standing in a, garret 5* on the 
5' abundantly. The consequenpe, *' very morning that tlie tragedj 
*' of this was, that for th»-ee years ** was to have been put into re- 
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'' out any fee 5 and as in his office, 
*' I might quickly earn somewhat 
" to maintain me, these consider- 
" ations induced my mo^er, whose 
f finances wpre buj small, and 
5' others, my relations and fri<jnds, 



I gave but little attention to my 
f business ; and at length, having 
" had some difference with my 
f* said law-master, and th^ then 
*' Spanish war being proclaimcid, 
'* J left him, and engaged ^ a ca- 
'* dpt in General Otway's regiment 
" of foot, where I carried anna 
" for near twelve ' months j at 
" the end of which period, my 
f relations and friends having again 
*' interfered, I returned tq my 
f* service 5 in which I continued 
^' an additional year, to compen- 
" sa^e for the time I had been 
*' absent : yet, for almost two 
^' years more, my applicatioa to 
" the business in the profession 
f was with much indifference} in 
f which interval I not only wrote 
" several little odes, which were 
f inserted in our public papers of 
'' those times, but also fornied the 
*' sketch of a tragedy on the story 
f^ of Abradaius, Araspes, and 
*' iPauthea, Jn Xenophon, which 
*' I finished some short time after 
" I had been sworn an attorney. 

" This piece was to have been 
*' exhibited on the stage in Ireland j 
but having, by preferring thus 
my pleasures to my profit, neg- 
'^ lected some little isuit, with 
«' which T had been intrusted, and. 
'* thinkingniyselfin honour bound 
P to repair the loss (which was 
^' some cost in the cause) out of 
'* my own scanty finances, and 
*« recollecting \v'hat had been said 
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*• hearsal, I threw the naanuscript 
" iuH) the fire, and made a solemn 
" vow not to write a line of poc- 
•* try for five years.*' 

Mr. Howard then applied assi- 
duousl)% and with great success, 
to his profession of an attorney ; 
'* so that (says he) for two-and- 
f* twepty years and upwards, it 
" was the astpnisli^ient of every 
*' one how I could possibly go 
*' through what I did ; and yet in 
" this interirn I published my 
♦' Treatises on the Law and Equity. 
f' Side of the J^qhe^uer, in four 
" large octavo vol umes^ andseve- 
" ral other miscellai^eous works ii^ 
' ' prose and verse .'.*--■* * Th^ trea- 
" tises (he tells i\s in another i4^ce)i^ 
f and other works, make no less 
" than twelve voli^nie^,. rektii^ 
" to law, equity, ^nd revenue; 
'f in the publication of which j^ 
" notwithstanding their general 
'' utility hath (I believe I . may 
*^ venture to say) been est«blisb- 
" ed, yet I h^y^ lost several 
*' hundred^ by them; and if my 
" time be taken into the account, 
'' i may alspsay some thooisands." 
The latter part of a iK>te, tending 
to account for these heavy losses, 
has these words : '\ Accordinglyi 
',' my aforesaid first productipns 
*' lay 01^. my hands» until they be^ 
f' .came ail incupobrance to npiy 
'\ Louse, having unluckily caused 
''to be printed no less tbaq 
*' two thousand sets of the said 
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*' vernment was made, and party 

*' of Essex and Dame Street were 

'* widened. 

" But while I was proceeding 

ambition and the thirst of " on this business, and the time, 

lie impelled, I have still pur- *' had come for the several inha- 

*' bitahts to remove from their 
'* houses, some who were lodgers 
" or rbom-keepers only, and had 
" not by the act a moment to con- 
" tinue their possession, after the 
*' money adjudged to their land- 
" lords had been paid to; and the 
** deeds of conveyance executed 
'* by, them, having conceived that 
" they had a right to continue their 
*' possession six months after, and 
" this coming to my knowledge 
" on a Saturday, and that no less 
" than fourteen bills for injunc- 
" tions would be on the file before 
*' theTuesday following, when the 
" work was to begin, and know* 
'* ing well the prodigious delay 
'* such suits would produce, J im- 
" mediately directed the under- 
** taker I had employed, to have 
" as many workmen and labour- 
*' ers as be could get (as numbers 
'* had been engaged), ready with 
'^ ladders and other tools and in- 
*' struments, on a moment's warn- 
'^ ing, but with as much secrecy 
'* as possible, to unroof the severa! 
** houses of those who were to file 
" those bills ; and, accordingly, 
'* a great number of them began 
" some hours before it was day 5 
" and by eight o'clock in the 
«' morning the slates were totally 
'* stripped oflF, and several of the 
" inhabitants, men, womeh, and 
passages in the city which " children, had run directly from 
ed it ; which having been " their beds into the streets; some 

** of them, in their fright, conr^ 
'* ceiving (it being then war- 
'* time), that the city had been 
'' taken by storm 5 whereupon, 
*f instead of injunctions, bills of 
'* indictment wer^ talked of > but 
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o first of my treatises ; ?o that 
old the larL^e remainder of the 
pression thereof, for, I may 
next to nothing ; and yet. 



jdtliese labours." 
iring this period of Mr. How- 
life, the following occurrences 
perhaps not be wholly unin- 
ing, or un6nrertaiuing, to the 
r ; especially as they relate to 
rection and improvement of 
structures, now principal or- 
hts of the citv of Dublin, 
n the year 1757* dining one 
with the late Mr. Bristow, 
n one of the commissioners 
the revenue, and others, 
rtly after Essex Bridge had 
n finished, at the then noted 
p-house called Sots' Hole, 
^inin"; thereto, in the passage 
ling from the bridge to Essex 
?et, and lamenting the Har- 
ness and irregularity of that 
jage, and being told that 
e of the houses there had 
1 presented as nuisances, it. 
conceived that I should in- 
tly apply to, and treat with, 
proprietors for a sufficient 
iber of feet in depth to 
front, so tliat the new houses 
e built might range in a line 
I the walls of the bridge j 
having succeeded, Mr. Bris- 
advanced the money, which 
rot from Parliament after- 
Is, and I drew up the heads 
bill,' to widen not only that 
ige, but also all other nar- 



;d into a law, I was ap- 
:ed the sole conductor and 
iger thereof, under the com- 
lOners thereby appointed; 
accordingly, the present 
i passage to the seat of go* 
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" I heard no more of the matter, 
** save that, for some time, it af- 
" forded excellept sport to the 
" city. 

" Immediately after this, the 
" then chief governor, the Earl, 
^* afterwards Duke of Northumr 
S* berland, who in greatness of 
** soul is exceeded by none, sent 
*' to me, to attend him with the 
" several surveys which had been 
*' taken of the passages ; and when 
" I brought them to him, having 
** asked me (as it had been found it 
*' was not possible to carry on the 
*' aforesaid passage in a direct line 
*' with any entrance intotheCastle- 
*' yard, without destroying a con«- 
" siderable part of the buildings 
*' therein, which could not be 
** spared), if I had thought of 
'^ any object as a termination for 
** the new street ? I told his Ex- 
«' celiency, that a new chapel for 
«' Government had been thought 
«' of, with a high cupola $ but as 
'' the merchants of Dublin had 
*' not any place to transact their 
" public business in, save a coffee- 
«' house, and the open street, that 
•' an exchange would be most ac- 
*' ceptable to them. He quickly 
*' adopted the idea 5 and never 
•' quitted the pursuit, until he got 
*' the giound for it, and a charter 
*' of incorporation froui His Ma- 
*f jesty, as appears by several let- 
*' ters I received from his Lordship 
** after he returned to England, 
*' and had been created a Duke ; 
*^ and Lord Viscount Townshend, 
" his successor, laid the first stone 
•* of it. 

'* Now, for all my ingenuity, 
^' labour, and time, in this, 1 may 
" with safety say, if I did not 
'^ lose, I never gained a shilling ; 
" for an association (to give it the 
*' mildest term) having been en- 
♦* tered into by several persons, to 
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purchase the grounds at a lov 
rate, and I being informed of 
*' this, and regarding the trust 
" reposed in nie,. and the advan- 
<< tage of the public, more than 
•* my interest, I not only bid mj- 
*f self, but got others to bid on 
*' me, until I raised the ground 
" from 25 to 35s, and some of it 
** more, a foot, and firom 21 to 
" 25 years purchase 3 and after- 
*' wards gave up three feet of tbe 
" ground I had purchased at tbe 
" comer of Essex. Street, for the 
*' new buildings, which were to 
« have been ranged with the 
" custom-house, to the great dis- 
'^ advantage of the two houses I 
'* afterwards built there, without 
" exacting a shilling. I submitted 
*' it to the coromissipner^. 

'* And on the final settling 0/ 
'* mv accounts of many thousands 
'* of pounds, a resolution was 
*' made by the committee, who 
•' were appointed by the House 
** of Commons for the purpose, 
«' on the 13th of February 1762, 
** in which I am mentioned in 
'* such a way, as must ever give 
« me the highest satisfaction; as 
<' must also the previous resolution 
" of the J 6th January 1762, by 
" the commissioners appointed bf 
'* Parliament, as to my whole con- 
'* duct in that business* 

** And shortly after these my 
*' services, the freedom of the 
" guild of merchants was granted 
'* me, which was followed by that 
*' of the city, without my know- 
" ing the least of the matter, un- 
'Mil presented to me.*' 

In the short intervals of business, 
and even in the hours of sickness* 
Mr; Howard sVill maintaiiied an 
intercourse with the Muses, which 
gave birth to various odes, idvlls, 
epigrams, and no less than three 
tragedies. Tbe manner in which 
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Mr. Howard himself speaks of '* tainment of all who heard of it; 

these several prodiictiotis, and their '' and many are the accidents my 

origin, will, we conceive, amuse " limbs have met with when in 

the reader. " this musing mood. 

*' Thus plunged in the pleasures " Wherefore, had it not been 

'* of the imagination, it is easy to *' for this talent for poetry, which, 

•' conceive, that the business or " wherever it appears, however 

" study of my profession, so dia- " inferior it may be, is undoubt- 

^' metrically opposite to them, *' ediy inborn, and therefore hard 

" could not fail of growing very ^' to be suppressed, I might have 

^' irksome, if not quite disgusting; "been worth many thousands 

" for if there be a being in the '* more than I have been ever pos- 

'^ creation to which, above all '* sessed of; for I riiort solemnly 

'' others, the Muses bear an espe- *^ declare, that, at any time of my 

^^ cial Mtipathy, it must be a deep- " life, I had far more pleasure in 

'* read,\plodding, special pleader; *' composing a single line of ver- 

'' nor is the sophister behindhand ^' sification to my satisfaction, than 

" in his aversion to them ; how- " in any pecuniary earning what- 

*' ever, I thought, whilst I re- *' ever." 

*' tained my occupation in the By this time our reader is be- 

*' profession, the closest attention come acquainted with the singU" 

" thereto was not only a moral, hrities, as well as excellencies, of 

** but a religious and indispensable Mr. Howard. He will not won- 

duty : wherefore, as I ever was der, therefore, that, in spite of all 

' a most early riser in the morn- his embarrassments in the course 

' ing, some hours before many of his poetical pursuits, and legal 

of the men of business in this disquisitions, he afterwards adven- 

" kingdom have a thought of stir- tured in the field of politics. Of 

*' ring, and but very seldom wast- all his literary campaigns this was 

'* ed an evening in the way that the most arduous. There, as a 

'* numbere of them do,' so that, loyal and courteous knight, he en- 

** in general, I laboured about countered the. windmills of ridi- 

** fourteen hours, sometimes fif- cule, and the giant* of opposition. 

'* teen, of the four-and-twenty, I There he was, Jbr years, over- 

** determined with myself, that whelmed with a torrent of wicked 

*' after nine or ten at farthest, in prose and verse, ** ift the several 

*' the forenoon, I would not pay " volumes of the Bachelnt, Bara^ 

*' any further court to the Muses ; *' fariana, -and Pranceriana ;" and, 

" bur, alas ! I found I had under- above all, " exposed and derided, 

'* taken what I could not execute; *' by the Judas-like guests of his 

*' an unfinished thought when I *' own table, in a poetical satire, 

" broke off intruded on me whilst '* entitled ' An Epistle to G. E. H. 

*' I walked the streets ; so that I " Esq.* byAlderman George Fanlk- 

*' have often slipped into shops and *' ner, . then printer of The Dublin 

** entries, and scribbled for mi- '^ Journal T* For these, and sun - 

** nutes ; on which account I was dry additional mortifications, our 

«' actually, in the last war, seized autlior received little other conso- 

'* in the Gastle-yard by a centinel lation than his freedom of the 

*' as a spy, and brought to the city, a silver epergne ' from the 

^ guard-room, to the high enter- Irish Catholics, and the occa» 
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sionalencominmsofbisfriends^Mr. of Thomas Earl of Berkshire, and 
^ames Solas Dodd, and Mr. Charles brother of Lady Elizabeth How- 
Mackliu, as well as of the several ard, wife of Mr. Dryden. H« 
writers in the Magazines and Re- wrote two plays, which were re- 
views of London, Edinburg^h, and presented with success, and held 
Dublin 3 for all which encomiums m esteem in their time > and like- 
It was maliciously and enviously wise altered another, which wa;? 
asserted, as Mr. Howard assures frequently acted. Their titles are, 
us, in the Irish papers, that ** hp 1. AH Mistaken. C. 4to. I07'i. 
** bad paid &ve hundred pounds/* 2. The En^iish Alonsfeur, C. 4to. 
. Mr, Howard's works, however, 1^74, 

have one claim to praise, which ■ 3. Romeo and Juliet. T. Com. 

ought not to go unnoticed. In N. P. 

9pe of them he says, that he could In regard to the las^t-nieptioned 

challenge the world to find in any piece, a more particular account 

of his publications, poetical, poli- of it may be seen in the third vo- 

tical, or otherwise, a single syllable lume of this work, under its own 

to the prejudice of his neighbour, title. 

©r to the peace of society, in any Howard, Sir Robert. Tim 

respect against truth, or the strict- gentleman was. brother to the Earl 

jest principles of religion and vir- of Borkshire, and to iVlr. Edward 

'tue. Howard before mentioned. His 

We intended to have given a mother was one of. the daughters 
list of the works of this multifa- .and coheiresses of William Lord 
Tious writer, which amount to fif- Burghley. Wood acquaints us, 
.teen volumes, four in quarto, ^nd th^t he received his education 
eleven in octavo j but finding it under Dr. Edward lirope, at Mag- 
difficult to obtain copies of them dalen College, Oxford. He was 
in England, we are apprehensive hot less steadily attached than the 
.the catalogue, unless perfect, would rest of his family to the interests 
be of little value. of that unhappy monarch King 
. The most important of his per- Charles I. andy vvith the rest of 
'formances are ^j'S three tragedies -, tliem, suffered considerably in the 
viz. maintaining his loyalty to that 

1 . Almeyda j or, TIiq Eival cause. He had, however, the ho- 

Kings. T. taken from Hawkes- ijioiir of knightliood bestowed on 

VJqY\h*%Almoran andHamet. Svo. him for his gallant behaviour in 

IjOc^. rescuing the Lord Wilmot, lieu- 

2. Th-e Siege of Tamor. T. 8vo. tenant-general of the King's forces, 
and 12mo. 1/73. who was wounded. and taken pri- 

3. The Female Gamester. T. soner at Cropredy Bridge lia^ht on 
i2mo. 1778. Printed at Dublin, the 2()th of Jane l644. At the 

Mr. Howard died in June 173(5, Hestoration he was chosen one of 

at Dublin, possessed of a very con- the burgesses for Stockbridge in 

siderable fortune, wijolly acquired Hampshire, .to serve in the Par 

by his own industry and applica- liament which began at Westmin- 

tion. The newspapers made it ster on the 8th of May lG()l ; and. 

amount to no less than 60,000/. on the ipth of June ld73, was 

Howard, the Hon. James, promoted to the place of auditor 

This gentleman was youngest soa -of ihe Exchequer, at that time 
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worth several thousand potinds pet to the greatest degree, in his ho 
annuD). Bat this prefeiinent was haviour to others, and possessed 
generally considered as a reward of ati insufferable share of vanity 
ior the services he had done the and self-sufficiency in regard to 
crown in assisting to cajole the his own abilities, it is not impro- 
Parliament out of money. In bable that these qualities might 
16/ Q he was elected n^ember for create him an enmity among his 
Castle-Rising, in Norfolk; for contemporary wits, who would, 
which place, after the Revolution perhaps, have readily subscribed 
wa?i effected, we find him sitting to the merits he really possessed, 
as representative in the first Parlia- had he not seemed to aim at a 
ment under King \y'illiani III. ; siiperiority which he had no claim 
and> about the l6ih of Feb. l6S8, to; in consequence of which Dry- 
lie was admitted to the privy- den wrote a severe criticism on his 
council,' took the oaths, and be- Dake (f Lerma -, Shad well point- 
caaie a very rigid prosecutor of the ed him out under the character of 
Nonjurors, disclaiming all kind of Sir Positive Atall, in his comedy 
conversation or intercourse with called The Imper linen ts ^ and the 
any of tliat character. Hie inci- IJute of Buckingham intended, 
dents of his lite are not very nu- and had even made him, the hero 
merous, or at least not recorded 5 of his Rehearsal^ under the name 
but, in 1 692, when he can scarcely ^f Bilboa; although, after the 
be supposed much less than seventy play had been stopped from repre- 
years of age, he married Mrs. sentatiou by the, plague in lGf55^ 
Dives, who was one of the maids that nobleman altered his plan,, 
of honour to Qrieen Mary. He ancJ pointed the artillery of his sa- 
lived, howtever, several }«ears after- tire against a much greater name. 
Wards, and died on the 3d Sept. ift the character of Bayes, retain- 
Idgs. ing only some few strokes against 

With respect to Sir Robert Sir Robert, in parodies on certain 
Hov/ard*s abilities, they appear to passages in his plays. Yet, not- 
have occasioned debates among the withstanding all this virulence 
wi'iters; Langbaine, Jacob, and against him, we cannot look on 
Gildon, speaking in very warm him as an author devoid of genius j 
terms in his commendation ; while since two of his pieces, viz. The 
Cibber, on the contrary, will al- Indian Queen and The Commiltee, 
low him no higher claim to notice continued for a long time favour- 
in the republic of letters, than that ites with the public ^ and the lat- 
of being brother-in-law to Dry den. ter, even in our time, when the 
It is true, indeed, that some of his species of charactei* agaiust which 
contemporary writerg, and those of the satire of it is principally aim- 
eminence too, among whom were ed, viz. the Rouncfheads and puri- 
Mr. Dryden himself, Mr. Shad- tanical zealots, is totally abolished 
well, and the Duke of Bucking- and forgotten among us, has been 
ham, have pretty rigidly handled frequently performed, aqd never 
him and his works : but> as it is made its appearance without giving 
generally acknowledged that Sir satisfaction .to the audience, and 
Robert Was a man of a very obsti- producing all the effects which the 
nate and positive temper, super- true vis comica ever has on the 
litlioai, haughty, and overbearing, miad: a certain signi that the pieco 
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must possess some, if not a capi- 
tal, share of merit. His list of 
dramatic pieces is confined to se- 
ven in number, viz. 

}, Blind Lady, C. 8vo. 1660. 

2. Surprisal. C. Fol. 1665. 

3. Committee, C. Fol. 1 665. 

4. Festal rtrgin, T. f'ol. 1 665. 

5. fndian Queen. T. Fol. 1665. 

6. Great Favourite*, or, The Duke 
ofLerma, T. 4to. l668. 

7. The Conquest of China. Tr. 

N. P. 

Howell, Jambs. This gen- 
tleman Was bom about the latter 
end of June or beginning of July 
15Q4, at Abermarlis, in Caermar- 
thenshire. South Wales; of which 
place his father, at that time, was 
minister. He received the first 
part of his education and grammar 
learn irg at the free-school of 
Hereford j from whence, before 
he was quite sixteen years of age, 
be was sent to Jesus College, in 
Oxford. Here he finished his 
academical studies, and took the 
degree of master of arts. On his 
quitting the university, he ac- 
quired the esteem and friendship 
of Sir Robert Mansel ; by whose 
means, together with some small 
assistances from his father, he was 
enabled, in the year l6l8, to go 
abroad, where he continued three 
years, on his travels through 
France, Italy, apd the Low Couht 
tries, by which he made himself 
perfectly master of the living lan- 
guages, and every other branch of 
useful knowledge; and, so great 
was the reputation of his abilities, 
that, soon after his return, he was 
made choice of by King James I. 
to be sent on a negotiation to the 
court of Madrid, for the recovery 
of the Spanish Monarch, a very 
rich English ship, which had been 
seized by the viceroy of Sardinia, 
for his master's use, under pretence 



of prohibited goods having been 
found in it. 

During his absence he was elect- 
ed, in 1623, fellow of Jesus Col- 
lege, and, being ia &vour nvitb 
Emanuel Lord Scroop, lord presi- 
dent of the North, was by hira 
appointed his secretary, on his 
return. This post calling him to 
reside at York, he formed such au 
interest in that county, as to pro- 
cure his being elected burgess for 
the corporation 9f Richmond, \>y 
the suffrages of the mayor and al- 
dermen of that corporation, to sit 
in the Parliament which began at 
Westminster in I627 f and, in the 
year l631, was made secretary to 
Robert Earl of Leicester, who was 
appointed ambassador extraordi- 
nary at the court of Copenhagen, 
on ft commission of condolemeot 
on the death of King Charles L's 
grandmother, Sophia, Queen-dow- 
ager of Denmark } on which oc- 
casion Mr. Howell very eminently 
distinguished himself by several 
speeches delivered in Latin before 
the King of Denmark, setting forth 
the occasion of the embassy. 

On his return to England, he 
was put into many beneficial em- 
ployments, and, about the begin- 
ning of the civil war, was appoint- 
ed, by King Charles I. one of the 
clerks of the privy council. But, 
although these posts were equally 
lucrative and honourable, he does 
not seem to have been master of 
much economy j for when, in the 
year I6*i3, he was seized by the 
committee of Parliamei/t, and sent 
to the Fleet Prison, where, by ti;e 
course of his letters, it is evident 
he continued till after the death of 
the King, we find he ^as obliged 
to have recourse to his pen for a 
subsistence, which at that timv, 
before the trade of authorship had 
been so hackneyed as of late years 
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it has been, was no despicable era- tory, more especially that of tho 
ploymeiit; and Wood tt-lls us, ^bat countries through which he had 
it brought him in a very comfori- travelled* His letters are ex- 
able subsistence. tremely entertaining, and convey 
: This long and disagreeable con- anecdotes and observations that 
finement, -together with the nar- might by no other means have 
rowness of his circumstances, and been handed down to us, and 
the laborious manner in which he speak their author to have been no 
was compelled to provide for him- bad politician. And as to poetry, 
self, seemed to have shaken the though he has been little nK>re 
linuness of Mr. Howeirs political than a dabbler in it, jret he has a 
Attachments J for, during the re- considerable share of fnncy, and 
bellion, we find him temporizing his numbers are smoothei* and 
with the prevailing party, and in- more harmoniotis than those of 
clinable to enter into their mea- most of the writers of that time. 
sures ; for which reason, though He lies buried on th^ north side of 
they seem not to have accepted of the Temple church, with the fol« 
his services, yet, at the Restora** lowing inscription over him, pro- 
tfon, he was uot reinstated in his bably written by himself Id hii 
place of clerk of the council, but life-time* 

only appointed the king*s historio* Jacobus Howell, Camlro^Bri* 
grapber, being the first in England lannusf Regius Hisiorhgraphus fin 
,w!iO ever bore that title. But this Angliti primus) ) qui, pbst varias 
being a place of no great emolu- peregrinationes* taitdem naturat cur* 
nient, he was obliged to continue sum peregit ; taiur annorum tsf 
his trade of writing to the last, famce, cbmi, fatisque, hut usqui 
He lived to an advanced age, and erraticus ', hicjixus* l660\ 
died in the beginning of Novem- Huggins, WilliaMi maa thtf 
ber \QQ6, being then in his 73d sonof John Huggins, Esq. ivardert 
y<-ar. of the Fleet. Being intended fef 
As he was almost one ofihe first holy orders, he was sent to Mag^ 
among our English authors who dalen College, Oxford, where he 
introduced writing for a liveli- took the degree of M. A. April 30, 
hood, so is he likewise one among 1719. It is probable he did no^ 
the most voluminous of those who long persevere in his intention of 
have applied the advantages of entering into the church ; as On 
literature to that purpose} having the 27th of October 1/21, he^as 
written and translated no less than appointed wardrobe-keeper and 
fbrty-nine several books, exclusive keeper of the private lodgings ac 
pf one tiamatic piece, which he Hampton Court j and on the 
wrote while he was at Paris, and death of his elder brother, it majr 
whicii was presented there at court be presumed, he totally laid aside 
no less than six times by the King every idea of following the clerical 
and grandees in person, entitled profession. He translated and pub- 
Nuptials of Peleus and Thetis, lished- an edition of Ariosto^ in two 
Com. and Masque. 4to. 10*54. quarto volumes, which he after- 
Mr. Howell was, undoubtedly, wards caused to be destroyed. He 
a man of most extensive know- also left in MS. at the time of 
ledge, a most perfect linguist, and his death, July 2, 176 1, a tragedy, 
very well versed in modem his- a £axce, and a translation of Dante, 
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of which a specimen was pub- caring the docks and hnrbdun at 
lished in The Bntish Magazine, Pcrtsmootb^ Chatham^ and Har- 
1760, He was the author of wich. 
Judith. Orat. 8vo. 1733. In theyearl717theLo^dCha^- 
HuGRES^ John. This amiable cellor Cowper, to whom our au- 
maii, and elegant author^ was the thor had not long been known, 
son of a citizen of London, and thought proper, wit boot any pre- 
^as bornatMarJborough, io Wih- vious solicitaqpn, to nominate him 
shire, on the 29th of Jan. 1677» -^^is secretary for the commissions 
bat received the rudiments of his of the peace, and to distinguish 
education in private schools at bim with singular marks of bis 
IxMidon. Even in the very earliest -favour and aSectiou; and, upon 
parts of life his genius seemed to his Lordship's laying down the 
show itself equally inclined to each great ^al, he was, at the particular 
of the three sister aris^ music, recommendation of this bis patron, 
poetry, and 4^igD, in all which he find with the ready concurrence of 
made a very considerable progress, his successor the £arlx>f Maccles^ 
To his excellence in these quali- iield, continued in the same em- 
iications, his contemporary and ploymcnt, which h;* held till tbs 
friend. Sir Richard Steele, bears time of his decease, the 17th of 
tl^e following extraordinary test i- Feb. 1719; being the very night 
^lonial : " He may (saysi that au- on which bis celebrated tragetly of 
** thor) be the emulation of more The Siege of Damascus m^de its iirsi 
<* persons of ditferent talents than appearance on the stage ; when, 
*' any one I have ever known, after a life mostly spent in pain 
'/.His head, bauds, or heart, were and sickness, be was carried off by 
*•' always employed io something a consumption, having but barely 
•' worthy imitation. His pencil, completed his 42d year, and at 
" his bow, or his pen, each of a period in which he had just ar» 

V which he used in a masterly rived at an agreeable competence, 

V manner, were always directed to and was advancing, with rapid 
*' raise and eutertatn Iiisown mind, steps, towards the pinnacle of fame 
" or that of others, to a more and fortune. He was privately 
#* cheerful prosecution of what is buried in the vault under the chan- 
" noble and virtuous." Such is eel of St. Andrew's church, in Hpl- 
the evidence borne to his talents born. 

by a writer of the first rank ; yet As a man, the worthy mention 

be seems, for the most part, to made of him by numbers of bis 

Lave pursued these and other po- contemporary writers is sutficient 

lite studies little further than by to give us the most exalted idea of 

Ae way of agreeable amusements, his virtues 5 and, as a writer, no 

undeY frequent confinement, occa- stronger proof can be offered of the 

sioned by indisposition and a vale- esteem he was held in by the truest 

tudinarian state of health. judges of poetry, than to mention, 

Mr. Hughes had, for sometime, that the great Mr. Addison/ after 

an employment in the office of having suffered the first four acts 

ordnance, and was secretary to of his tragedy to lie by him for 

two or three commissions under several years, without patting the 

the great seal for the purchase of finishing hand to the piece, at 

lands, in order to the better se- lengtlifi^ed on Mr. Hughes^ whom 
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he earnestly persuailed to ander- 
lake the tusk, :is the only person 
capable of iklding a fifth act to it. 
And thousrh that author afterwards 
thought proper to undertake it 
himself, yet it was by no means 
from any diffidence of this gentle- 
man's abilities ; but from the just 
reflection that no one could have 
so, perfect a notion of his design 
as himself^ who had been so long 
and so carefully thinkiiig of it. 

Our author's poetical works are 
numerous; but it is not our inten- 
tion in this place to take notice of 
apy . but his dramatic writings, 
which are as follow : 

1. The Misanthrope. C. 17Q9. 

2. Calypso and Telemackus, O. 
Svo.1712. 

3. Apollo and Daphne, M. 4to. 
171(5. 

4. Orestes, T. from Euripides. 
'One scene only. 8vo. 17^7* 

5. The Siege of Damascus, T. 
Svo. J 720. 

6. The Miser, C. from Moliere. 
The first act only. 

7. Cupid and Hymen, Past. M. 
The last two were originally 

printed in his works, 2 vols. 12mo. 
1735. 

8. Amalasont, Queen of the Goths. 
T. Written in 1^6, at the age of 
nineteen. Still in MS. 

9. Sophy Mirza, T, still in MS. 
Mr. Hughes wrote two acts of 
this play, which was finished by 
Mr. Duncombe. 

Hughes, Mrs. Of this lady 
we have no other knowledge than 
as a poet and novelist. She pub- 
lished a volume of Poems, consist- 
ing of Eclogues, Pastoral Ballads, 
Inscriptions, and a Legendary Tale, 
Svo. 1784; Caroline, or. The Di- 
versities of Fortune, a novel, 3 vols. 
12mo. 1737 J Henry and Isabella, 
a novel, 4 vols, 12mo. 1733. In 
1799 '^^ S^^® ^^^ public^ iMorai 
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Dramas, fntended for private re* 
presentation, in one volume 8vo. 
containing, 

1. Cordelia, T, 

2. Constajitia, T. 

3. Jspacia. T. 

Hughes, Thomas, was the 
author of one very ancient play, 
entitled 

The Misfortunes of Arthur, 
12nio. 1537. 

HuiSH, Robert, is the trans- 
lator from Klopstock of 

Solomon, Sac. Dr. Svo. I8O9. 

Hull, Thomas^ was born in 
17^8, in the Strand, where his 
father was in considerable practice 
as an apothecary. He was edu- 
cated at the Charterhouse, with a 
view to the church j but afterward 
embraced his father- s profession j 
which, however, he was obliged 
to relinquish after an unsuccessful 
trial. He nOw took to the stage, 
and appeared first at the theatre ia 
Smock Alley, Dublin, and then 
at that of Bath j of which latter 
he afterwards conducted the ma- 
nagement for Mr. John Palmer. 
In 1759 be removed to Covent 
Garden, where he first appeared 
as the Elder Wou*d-be, in The 
Twin Rivals, Oct. 4; and the next 
year married Miss Morilson, of 
that company. 

A theatrical fund, for the relief 
of distressed performens, was long 
talked of 5 but never begun unjil 
Mrs. Hamilton, a once eminent 
actress, was reduced to extreme 
poverty. This appeared a favour- 
able crisis ', and Mr. Hull stepped 
boldly forward, called a meeting 
of the children of The«pis, and 
addressed them on the expediency 
of making some provision for th« 
sustenance of those who, by age 
or misfortune, might be reduce d 
to want: the scheme sucoecdeJ, 
and it was agreed that sixpence x 
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the pound should be paid out of Gentleman to a young Lady, his 

the weekly salaries towards raising Pupil, 2 vols. 12mo. 1772. Bi- 

a fund for that purpose. The c/iafd Plantagenet, a legenda^ 

same plan was adopted at Drur}' tale, 4to. 1774. Select Letters be- 

Lane, where Mr. Garrick per- tween the late Dutchess of Somer- 

formed annually for its benefit. set, &c. 2 vols. 8vo. 1 778. Mord 

The founding of this excellent Tales in Ferse, 2 vols. Svo. 1797. 
institution must perj>etuale the phi- Mr. Hull always deported hira- 

lanthropy of Mr. Hull, who like- self with exemplary propriety in 

wise claimed an honourable rank private lite, and at least with good 

among literary men, for the seve- sense on the stage 5 and was the 

ral dramatic pieces which be pro- author and reformer of the fol- 

duced. lowing pieces : 

lo 1775, when Mr. Colman re- 1. The Twins. C. 1762. N. P. 
Tmquisbed the management of Co- 2. The Absent Man, F. 1764. 

vent Garden theatre, the better to N. P. 

attend the Haymarket, which was 3. Phamaces, O. Svo. 1765. 
his sole property, Mr. Hull was 4. The Spanish Lady, M. E. 

appointed to conduct the business Svo. 1765, 

jn his stead 5 a situation which he 5. All in the Eight. F. 176ff. 

filled with great credit for eight N. P. 

years; when, finding it too laborious 6. The Perplexities. C. from 

for his constitution, he resigned it j Tuke. Svo. 1767. 
and Mr. l.ewis was chosen for his 7. The Fairy Favour. M. Svo. 

successor. Mr. Hull, however, 1767. 

though considerably advanced in S. The Royal Merchant, 0. 

years, still officiated with reputa- from Beaumont and Fletcher. Svo. 

tion in the theatre. His parts 1768.. 

were latterly confined to aged fa- 9. The Prodigal Son. Oratorio. 

Ikhers. In such characters as Bra- 4to. 1773. 

bantio, Acasto, Priuli, Friar Law- 10. Henry the Second; or. The 

rence, Sir John Flowerdale, &c. Fall oj Rosamond. T. Svo. 1774. 
iie was precisely what they were 11. Edward and Eleonora. T. 

designed to be. from Thomson. Svo. 1775, 

As a writer, he was undoubtedly 12. Love finds the IVay. C. 0. 

respectable. His versification is ' 1777- N* P. 
easy, chaste, and correct. His J 3. Iphigenia. T. 1778. N.F. 
prose composition is perspicuous, 14. Fatal Interview. T. 1/82. 

pointed, and sometimes elegant. N. P. 

He was the intimate friend of the ' 15. Tr7ie British Tar. M. P. 

late Mr. Shenstone, whose letters 1786. N.V. 
he publifihed. He also preserved 16. Timon of Athens. T. alter- 

the friendship of many eminent ed. I786. N. P. 
persons, literary as well as others, 1?. The Comedy of Errors. From 

and certainly no man more de- Shakspeare. Svo. 1793. 
served it. 18. Disinterested Love. C. I798. 

Mr. Hull was author of The N. P. 
History i f Sir' tVilliavi Harrington, IQ. Elisha. Orat. Svo. 1801. 
a novel, 4 vols. l771 ; reprinted The author of The Children of 

1797. Genuine Letters from a Thespis, a poem, says, in a note^ 
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*• There is one circumstance al- 
*^ most peculiar t© Mt. Hull ; he 
*' never missed playing his part but 
'* once, and then he was confined 
" to his bed by a violent fever, 
" For several years he was deputy- 
*^ manager of Covent Grarden the- 
*^ atre, and always valued himself 
** upon his address at making apo- 
" logics to the public for the ac- 
*' cidental calamities of the eren- 
" \ng; and this habit was so deeply 
'^ rooted in his nature, that when 
'* the fanatic mob assailed his house 
*' in the time of the ever-memo- 
'* rable riots in June 178O, in 
** order to appease their rage, he 
*' sent them out a barrel of table- 
" beer, untapped, which they ima- 
" gining to be porter, instantly 
*' drew the bung 5 but expressing 
'* much resentment at the deceit, 
*' and throv/ing some stones at the 
*' comedian's mansion, he appear- 
*' ed at the centre window of the 
** one pair of stairs room, with his 
*' velvet nightcap, and, after mak- 
*' ing three low bows, addressed 
'' the childi'en of plunder thus : 
'* * Ladies and gentlemen, upon 
*' my honour, I have sent toGif- 
" fard's brewhouse for some por- 
" ter 5 in the mean time I must 
'* humbly solicit your usual in- 
" dulgence'.** 

Mr. Hull died, at his house near 
Dean's Yard, Westminster, April 
^2, 1808, in the 81st year of his 
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The Widow of Malabar. T. 
Humphreys, Mr. is known to 
us only as author of, 

J. Deborah, Orat. 4to. 1732. 

2. Esther, Orat. 4to. 1732. 

3. Athaliah. Orat. 4to. 1733. 

4. Ulysses, Op. 4to. 1733. 
He died at Canonbury, Jan. 11, 

1738, aged about 40. (Bibliotheca 
Topographica BrUannica, No. 49, 
p. 32.) 

Hunt, William. This gen* 
tleman, we understand, was a 
collector of excise, and mrotp one 
play, which was acted and printed 
at York, entitled 

The Fall of Tarquin, T, 12mo. 
1713. 

Whincop informs us, that it is 
a most wretched piece ; and^ ai 
a specimen of its merit, quotes us 
the following very extraordinaiy 
line : 



Ci 



And the tail trees spod dreJitig in a 
f» 
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age. 



Humphreys,Colonbl David. 
This gentleman is an American, 
and appears by his works to have 
taken a very active part in the re- 
sistance made by the colonies to 
the claims of the mother-country. 
He has published- an 8vo. volume, 
printed at New York, 1790, con- 
taining miscellaneous poems, a life 
of General Putnam, and one play, 
/Called 



Hunter, Geo. M. A person 
of this name was author of 

Lotus and Antoinette. T. 8vo. 
1794. 

Hunter, Governor. In the 
title-page of the only copy that we 
have seea of the play after men* 
tioned, which is now in the col* 
lection of John Philip Kemble,£sq« 
Coxeter has put the name of €ra- 
vernor Hunter as the author. This 
gentleman, we imagine, was Co- 
lonel Robert Hunter, who, in the 
year 1710, was sent to the govern- 
ment of New YoA with 2700 
Palatines to settle there. He had 
been appointed lieutenant-gover- 
nor of Virginia, but was taken by 
the French in his voyage thither. 
From New York he went to Eng- 
land in 1719 > and, upon the ac- 
cession of George the Second, was 
continued Govemoilbf New York 
and the Jerseys, ypon account 



